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STATE OF THE NATION 
M. R. Masani 

The1·e have been many demands from readers of Freedom First for the reproduction of a letter that the 
Editor wrote to Encounter magazine in London in response to an invitation from its Editor. It was pub­
lished in their January 1976 issue. The story told in that letter was as of 31st October 1975 and a postsc·dpt 
carded in the March issue of Encounter brought the story up to 5th December. While it is true that several 
developments have taken place since then, the ove-rall picture, by and lm·ge, is not very different today. 

y ou have asked me for a postscript to the conclu-
sions in my little book Is .!P the Answer?, extracts 

from which I understand you axe reproducing in 
Encounter. I t is not an easy assignment at a time like 
this, but I feel like responding in view of my old asso­
ciation with Encounter and your own warm invitation. 

Perhaps I should explain that I retrred from active 
politics as far back as 1971. I have since attempted to 
view the scene, even when a good friend like Jaya­
prakash Narayan is involved, as a student of history 
and it is as a student of history that I have observed the 
sad events of the last four months in our counby. 

Under the heading of "The Prime Minister's Options", 
I sketched in my book the altematives of a confronta­
tion ii outra.nce on the one hand and an adjustment 
between the Prime Minister and Jayaprakash Narayan 
on the other. Things have moved in a very different 

, direction from what I had suggested was in the coun­
uy's interest, but I must confess to being somewhat 
unrepentant on this point. It can hardly be claimed 
that v1:.hat has happened during the past four months 
has proved my fears about the dangerous consequences 
of a clash to be unfounded. 

True, some readers of the censored Press and users 
of the Government-controlled Radio and Television 
may perhaps be led to think so. Isn't eve1ything quiet? 
Has not discipline been restored in the fact01y, the 
secretariat of govemment, and the campus, and have 
not illegal strikes been eliminated? Do not trains rw1 
on time? Is it not tr).le that there has not been. a single 
act of violence and that the Emergency has been wel­
comed by the people at large? 

If that is so why, one may ask, are thousands, in­
cluding men and women of influence in the counu·y 
and the leaders of democratic parties, still imprisoned? 
Why ru·e detenus under the Maintenance uf Internal 

Security Act held in prison without a reason being 
given and without recomse allowed to the Courts of 
Law which are valiantly trying to perfonn their duties 
under the Constitution? Why are Jayaprakash Narayan 
and some other distinguished detenus I<ept incom­
municado and denied company?1 Why is it necessru:y 
for the Press to be fettered and denied the right to 
comment inte1· al-ia on the Emergency, on Parliament­
ary proceedings, and on the Supreme Court proceed­
ings on the Prime Ministe1!s case according to the 
latest guideline which is held out as a "relaxation" of 
pTess censorship? 

The nature of this alleged relaxation is evidenced by 
the fact that even at the end of October the number of 
political prisoners, the arrest of individuals and the 
location of detenus were not allowed to be published 
in the newspapers. So too the very fact of censorship 
and the contents of the "guidelines" issued from time 
to time. In mid-October, I addressed in the capital of 
Gujarat an All-India Civil Libetties Conference attend­
ed by ru·ound 1,000 people, presided over by a fonner 
Chief Justice of India and inaugurated by a fom1er 
Chief Justice of the Bombay High Cowt, who had also 
been a Cabinet Minister and an Ambassador. Next 
morning, not a line was allowed to appear about that 
event in the nation's Press. Is it any wonder that such 
a situation breeds a crop of rumours, many unfounded, 
which follow one another in quick succession? 

As E DITOR of a little monthly named Ft·eedom First, 
I decided right from the start not to submit to the 
whims and fancies of the censor. I therefore suspended 
publication of the monthly and applied to the High 
Court of Bombay for a writ of mandamus against the 

1 This was written shortly before the ailing Narayan was 
released on parole (in mid November) to obtain urgent medi­
cal attention.- ED. N9TE. 
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censor. That was on17 July. My writ. was admitted l1y 
the High Court, but 1 am still waiting for the matter to 
come up for hearing. 

The saddest p art of it all is that the reasons given 
for tl1e DeclaraUon of Emergency and the steps takeu 
tinder it are far from convincing. There was no clear 
and present danger to the security of the State. True, 
there was a threat of civil disobedience to press the 
Prime Ministex to resign in the light of the judgment 
of the Allahabad High Cowt unseating her on an elec­
tion p etition; but such a situation could have been 
dealt witl1 under the existing laws. Cerlalu posWve 
steps taken (such as the observance of discipline by 
various sections of tbe pub lic: including Government 
employees who report for work on time and the main­
teu a.nce of queues at uus stops) could smely have beeu 
achieved w itltout the severe rep1·ession which has 
accompanied lhem? To imagine that arbitrary p ower 
in the hands of the executive, which is not subject to 
judicial review, cau function for long without oppres­
sion is an illusion. The discipline of fear, which is what 
we have now, is always (leceptive. It deprives those in 
authority of knowledge of the extent of dissatisbcliou 
among the people and of dissent from official policies, 
with the result that they tend to get more and more 
out of touch with the realities of tl1e situation, as has 
b een proved by the histOJy of developments in other 
cotmtnes. It is a prescription for p opular alienation 
which (as Mr Pyarelnl, who was Mahatma Gandhi's 
secretary, wrote in the lncli.an Express on Gandhiji's 
birthday on 2 October this -year) "may take the form 
of a word or a look. a sign-even silm1ce. I t cannot be 
suppressed." 

The solution, if it can be called thal, is an cxtrem<:· 
ly short-term nne. One can onl}' quote what a' writer 
has to say in tl1e journal Blitz of 5 October: 

''Though no all-India party has b een banned, all 
activity wos immobilized . A strange inertia se<:ms 
to have descended on them .... The forces of b itter­
ness and rese11tmcnt have t~ot died ; they have gone 
unclcrgrottncl . Party politics ha~ become suh­
tel'l·anean.'' 

Thi;; is somcthin!; thaL only a icllow-trnvelliug joum­
nl would be permitted to publish. 

H ow lo dcscrih~-; 011 r present situation whieh has 
something of the nature. of a nightmare? I would 
certainly not describe i t as either 11 F ascist or Com­
nlunis t dictatorship. J see it as a limited fonn of autho­
rital'i;lni~rn fro rn whil"h (Ill<' <'t\11 go down the -;)ope t n 
totalitarianism or rev(>rt ln democr:Hic p roce(lurcs. 01w 
nt tl1e rnorc cheering aspects of the situation i ~ that 
il i:. re•L·rsihl{'. f ,,dt•, •<l the l'rillll' \ 'lini<; te r's rL• IlL'atl"( l 
p~t l.l ir· -:tnlC'IIlf'l ll<: th:tt !lh" C'lllHillues to helic>ve in dP­
IHtWI':tt \', l ltaf tire !l•ptt•~~rvt • JUt'a~un·s liavt' l iJ'Utl .l!lil 

no pk.tstu·t· l<1 hL·r, nnJ tlu1l tho Eu1ergen-.:.y is lempOJ­
:\1 ~· and will he tt'rmin:ttcd "s soon ns the changed 

,, 
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situa tion wanants it, are encouraging straws in the 
wind. It may then be nsked: what are we waiting for? 
T he. Prime M inister's answer is that it is for the oppo­
sition to manifest a ehar1ge of hea1t. But, assumu1g that 
the leaders of the c.:ampaign against her Lave ha!=l 
second thoughts, how are they supposed to e.>tpress 
them when they are held in solita ry confinement and 
can neither meet one another nor their colleagues 
ouL~ idu? 

In such n setting. whul is the role of the liberal 
democrat? l t is, in n1)' view, to eschew romanticism on 
the one hand and craven fear on the other. He sho\1ld 
endeavour, to whatever little extent may be possible 
within the limits of legality, to assert the rights of the 
citizen ;1nd to seek to expand the bounds of freedom, 
for in such a clima te even norma] calm and courage 
have a therap eutic value. At the same time the liberal 
will accept the need for a measure of self-discipline. 
He will endeavour to address those in autho1·ity in the 
spirit of the Russian proverb: ''The yes-man is your 
t'nemy, but your friend will argue with you." Our friend 
Kukri.t Pramoj, now Prime Minister of Thailand, set a 
rather good example of this kind of posture when he 
functioned as editor of a daily newspaper for several 
years under an authorita rian regime. 

The liberal, maintaining a sense of history, will also 
bear in mind that there are historical reasons for such 
developments and tha t n resort to demonology ex­
plains little. Ho will recall the fragility of India's 
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democratic institutions; the way in which the Indian 
p olitician, by and large, played the fool; the absence 
of an infra-sh·ucture of grassroots vigilance. H e will re­
call warnings given by many of us during the 1960s 
that a highly controUecl economy, public sector mono­
polies, the combination of political and economic 
power in the same hands and a general acceptance of 
Statism under the slogan of "socialism, cannot be ex­
p ected to co-exist for long with democratic processes. 
Dearing all this in mind, U1e liberal will endeavour to 
find common ground between the warring parties and 
to heal the wounds of a divided nation. 

Happily all parties, whether in Govemmcnt or 
opposition, are agreed that the people of India 
should be free to decide their des tiny through a gener­
al election to Parliament, and the Prime Minister has 
more than once said that elections will be held as soon 
as the necessary conditions come into existence. She 
is right in making this reservation as it is obvious that 
under prevailing conditions-with the kind of censor­
ship of the Press that exists, the detention in prisou of 
a large numl;>er of men and women of in£luence in the 
country and the threat of detention without cause and 
without trial under the Maintenance of Internal Secu­
rity Act-no election that would enjoy any credibility 
could take place. lt is obvious that in order that an 
election campaign can be C011ducted fairly and freely 
there will have to be freedom of expression and dis­
cussion on tile platform and in the press over a reason­
able period of time. lt has also to b e conceded that, in 
orJcr that an election can take place in a calm and 
order!>• fashion, extra-constitutional weapons would 
have to be set aside. Many people in India see no 
reason why some such arrangement cannot be worked 
out in the national interest, reinforced by considera­
tions of legitimacy and democratic durability. Any 
other approach is likely to lead to tragedy, and tragedy 
is probably the aim of those who, like tbe Commun­
ists, seek to intensify the con£lict. 

The present regime offers the traditional promise of 
nil authoritarian systems so aptly J cscribed re<.:cntly 
hv a \Hiler i11 the Sew StaiC~>mau, ·a perfect future in 
return for 110 questions asked.'' Its long-term stability 
i5 dubious unless it can give the people a demonstrably 
belter life within two or three years' time. The threat 
to lvlrs l11Jira Gandhi's govemm11nt comes nol St'> much 
from Jayaprakash Narayan and the opposition parties 
as £rom the eventuality of a failure to deliver the goods. 

j>ut very briefly, the question is whether the Gov­
ernment with ils present policies, which are not far 
removed from what io Englnml is known as "Bennery'', 
can generate a surplus of around 10 million lons of 
food-grains in place of the current deficit which has 
r,, liNI for impMts thi~ vear of amund 5 million ton~. 
I ht· .lllS\\'<.:r tv lh.1l prohlt:JJI lies 111 the pruvision ol Ill­

put, such .ts w.tter fwn1 tnlw \\'ells alld minor irrig:\­
t !on works on ti1L' one- h:tnd nnd tl1e flp\\' of t"Om:nnwr 
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goods at reasonable prices to the counU"yside on the 
other. The two are interrelated. Indeed, to the extent 
l hat most consumer goods iu India a re not consumer­
c.lurablcs but '·basic .. goods like foudgrains, colton 
textiles, vegetable oil products and leather goods­
which in tum are heavily dependent on agriculture­
Ulis flow of consumer goods is itself a function of our 
success in agricubrre. Given our failure on the agri­
cultural front, it is nul surprising that the per Cllpita 
index of basic consumption goods (except only for 
radios, bicycles and sugar) bas been stagnant or declin­
ing all the way since Jndepcndc>nce. On the other 
hand, industry too is stagnating and its major units, 
both in the private and the Govemment sectors, arc 
fadng Lhe worst demand recession since ln.dependence. 

All this can be mended only by a reversal of the 
counter-productive policies and priorities of the suc­
cessive Five Year Plans; a p ositive attitude to foreign 
cap ital investment.; lbe diversion of scarce resources to 
agriculture and consumer goods industries made pos­
sible by the abandonment of an expenditme of be­
lwccn 480 and 650 miUion rupees per annum on 
Atomic Energy and a drastic cul in Defence expendi­
ture, which would in huu call for a shift in foreign 
policy. If this is not done, unemployment will go on 
growing and inflation will again resume its stride after 
a short pause. If economic failure becomes clear in two 
or three years' lime, what price political stability? 
True, the l ndian people are fairly docile. True, "verbal 
socialism'' may act for a while as a soothing syrup. 
True, the resilience of the Indinn veople is something 
to be admired. But, as the phrase goes, "even the worm 
turns." 

In this sultn· weather come~ n breath of fresh air 
from an unexp~cted quarter-the Prime Minister's son, 
San jay GandJ1i. In an interview for a periodical journal, 
extracts from which were published iu sections of the 
press on 28 August despite the efforts of the censors to 
countermand their original sanction. lvlr Gandhi argu­
ed strongly against nationalisation. He said he would 
nvl mind the Govemment set:Lor being "allowed to die 
,L natural d~·atl•" where "il cantllll huwtion in compl'li­
lion wit.h the pri,·alc sector ... ~Jr. Gandhi argued for 
incrc.1scd production tltrough the restoration of coll1-
pctition, the removal of conlrols, and the reduction of 
tnxcs. While few things in India have been discussed 
so much in conversation in recent weeks, there has 
not been a single C'Ommcnt on it. whether friendly or 
critical, permitteu in the cc·nsoreu Press. Perhaps, there­
fore, in a situation as fnll of c ni~utas .ls tlti-;, may 1 end 
my letter with a question ntark: as to what this stalc­
mt·nt. com ing f m!ll wht'J'l' il doC'S, implies and what its 
implil-alil)llS for the lul11rc 101 ~ht he~ 

illJJ lll':t v 

.3() Octul..wr 197.3 
! ,,,,, .. ,,.,/!Ill t• t<; II 

I IIIII • \llJI:t:JI'l~, 

:dinou ~lasaui 
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BRITISH PRESS : 

Royal Commission's Recommendations 

D URING 1975 anxiety grew within and without 
Fleet Sb·eet about the linancial prospects of the 

national newspapers and the possibility of closures. 
The Government in September, with the support of 
publishers and trade unions, asked the Royal Com­
mission to undertake an enquiry and to make an 
inte rim report. 

The interim report deals only with the present situa­
tion of the national press. Nothing in the report pre­
judices conclusions about such wider issues as the 
nature, pmpose and conditions for survival of a free 
press which will be dealt within the linal report. 

The Commission believe that the immediate action 
now required should be governed b y the public inte­
rest in: 

(a ) enabling as many national newspapers as possible 
to continue publication; 

(b ) ensuring, by minimizing the costs of production, 
that national newspapers are so far as possible 
profitable and that their price is no higher than 
n~cessary; 

( c ) improving indusb·ial relations and securing stable 
employment and proper remuneration for the 
industry's permanent employees; and 

(d ) making any necessary reductions in manpower 
and changes in methods of working in a socially 
acceptable way. 

The Corrunission conclude that: 

( i ) llle flu tnwial position of the industry is poor and 
i n parliculnr the cnsb.flow of a number of houses, 
in<.:luding most of the quality newspapers, is be­
coming criUcal; 

( ii ) there is no immediate prospect of increasing 
revenue sufficiently to change this position for 
the hetter; 

(iii\ the only adequate means of cost-savings Js to 
-;(•cure higher productivity through reductions in 
manpower and the intTod'l<'tir)ll of n<>w techno· 
logv; 

,, 

II ' ,,,.·'I' \ ll ,lll.!,l' I lll !11lh lh· ll•·•" ·· tllliPkh .. .. tt 
f'lk< r, ,<· l ~· if 'o<.:i.,lk ,\('r·•·pt nhlt• t•·rn,!· Vi lli lw 
il!.!.H't'd 

( v ) there is a genuine will in lhe industry to reach 
agreement on a wide range of hitherto intract­
able matters. 

As a result of their analysis of the financial situation 
of Flee t Sh·ee t and from discussions with the industry, 
the Commission formed the view that medium term 
assistance in tlle form of loans is required. The Com­
mission considered two main sources: the private and 
public sectors. The la tter presents two considerations. 
First, assistance from tbe public sector would pose a 
difficulty unique to the newspaper industry. The Com­
mission regard it as fundamental that governments 
must not be in a position to exer t partisan influence 
upon newspapers. Secondly, the full benefits of finan­
cial assistance can be obtained only if the progress of 
the industry in its next crucial phase is properly 
monitored. Monitoring by government would risk 
accusations of partisan interference. If monitoring is 
to be acceptable and effective, it must be carried out 
by a body independent of government. 

The Commission recommend that assistance should 
be drawn as far as possible from the private sector and 
from a single organization with experience in handling 
problems at an in~.ush;y level. 

The Commission conclude that a healthy, independ­
ent and diverse press is an indispensable feature of a 
democratic society. 

(Continued from page 3 ) 

POSTSCRIPT 

May I add a postscript to my Encounter letter 
(January )? Since I wrote my report there are a couple 
of interestin g and not unhappy developments to report. 

The dutention order nn Jayaprakash was withdrawn 
yeste rday ( 4 December ), But unfortunately he has 
been re leased in very bad shape and is now in hospital 
undergoing treatment on his kidneys which have been 
badly damaged during his 4!-1 months of being held in­
communicado. He is cheerful, but I do not know how 
long we will have him with us. 

The other development is that, on 25 November, we 
a t i:lst wnn our law snit in the Bomhay Tligh Court 
against arbitnuy tensorship of our monthly publication, 
Freedo111 Fir!if ; lwt, since it is likely the other side will 
h<" appl'alin~, furlhPr r·on•mr nt will have to hf' 
SI ISJWI1da •rl . 



THE SOVIET PARALLEL MARKET 
Dimitri K. Simes 

A LTHOUGH officially all sectors of the Soviet eco-
nomy are either the property of the state or are 

controlled by it, tl1ere exists a huge, illegal market of 
goods and services which functions outside the system 
of institutional economic relationships and b eyond 
governmental controls. Precise figures are unknown, but 
it can be stated with a reasonable degree of confidence 
that this marke t accumulates annually billions of rubles 
and in volves in its activities, both as producers and 
customers, the greater part of the Soviet popu]aUou. 
E vcn more important, the p;lra llel market. despite 
offic ial suppression, seems to be a vital element for tl1e 
normal functioning of the Soviet economy in particular 
and of Soviet society in general, and an essential p;ut 
of the So,·it:t daily routine. 

The parallel market includes, but goes far beyond, 
the traditional black market, well k-nown outside tl1e 
communist community. Fir st of all, the parallel market 
is in no way a temponuy phenomenon resulting, say, 
from rationing and shortages. It is permanent, a product 
of the very nature of the Soviet economic system, 
brought into existence by lhe inefficient methods b y 
which goods and services are distributed-even in 
relatively good economic periods-and by the lack of 
quality as well as quantity. 

The parallel ma1·ket offers not only better (usually 
foreign-made} clothing or rare editions of popular 
<luthors, but a lso gives those Soviet citizens, who are in 
a posilion to pay, an opportunity to obtain medical care, 
a higher standard of tra ining and education, better 
vacations, beller interior decoration for their ap art­
ments, better baby-sittiug facilities, better transporta­
tion, even identification papers, diplomas and other 
documents. More than that, not only private individ­
uals, but government fums, agencies and collective 
farms frequently use the services provided by the 
para ll.:l markt•t in thl'ir ciJnrts Lo obta in equipment, 
~pare p;u ts, manpower nnd professional ex-pertise. 

The ordinary SoviPt cilin•n uses the parallel marke t 
ou an almost daily basis. If he. lives in an apartment 
building, as lll ()St Sovie t p cupl e do, he frequently needs 
assistance in carrying out household repairs or rede­
coration. H e can call the maintenance department 
located in every apartment complex nnd ask for a 
plumber, but it will probably tnke quite some time 
before .1 plumber appears, and there is a good chance 
th,tt the plumht·r will bC' in·' hurr) ,\lid will Lave: nu t inw 
tn tTp:tir I hin; ., pro pcd y l>r pC'tl 1ap~ , ., <' 11 to r·, tn•i111 
\\ h.\l is\\ rnng. n ut h is .tllitudl· will t·h.utge lotall~ if} uu 
·If• • I i111 .. ' ·:· - n,l.l I. l1 1..1 ,I, ,,t, 11£ lu ll~, .wd 

possi blr c•\ l'll cle6L·it !>p;n. purts c:.tn h~ found some­
where l' c; nnll~-- vo1l ,,·ill h(' told tha t these pnrts are 

unavailable at the maintenance office and, if you still 
want your bath to be repaired, that you will bave to pay 
more. 

Redecoration of aparlmeols brings e\'en greater pro­
blems. Again, there exists an official firm called "Zarya" 
which can send you men and materials. But in most 
cases, ''Zarya" will put you on a waiting list; then you 
will be told that they don' t have the kino of wallpaper 
your wife likes, and, finally, tbe men who are sent lo do 
the job will arrive complete ly tlrunk, will strip off your 
old wallpaper anJ will then disappear, leaving a night­
marc scene in your apartment. After a few such experi­
euces, you will look for somebody upon whom you can 
rely. Some of your friends will suggest a name, give you 
a phone number, aud you will get what you are looking 
for. But you should avoid asJ..;ng tactless questions, such 
as, "Where did your new wallpaper come from?'' it was 
probably stolen. The Soviet press regularly publishes 
articles about pelty thieves-so-called nesuny, or 
"carriers"-who take home stol('Jl equipment and 
materials by tricking or bribing fact01y guards. 

If a man has a car, it goes without saying that he is a 
regular customer of the parallel market. There is a 
shortage of service stations in the Soviet Union, and 
those which do exist simply clo not ha,·e spare parts. 
A frknd of mine spent a montll in a Ya in effort to buy a 
windscreen for his ~Iosk-vitch. Fiu:lll)'. he went to a 
small street ne:1r an automobile plant iu j\ 1oscow, \\'he re 
he was approached by a m:m who introduced himself as 
n worker at tlte plant and promised to deU\·er the 
windscreen the same clay for reasonable remuneration­
even less than the official price. Needless to say, the 
worker kept his promise. Bul even if someone is fo~tu­
nate enough to need nothing more tl1an a simple car 
repair, he will not be taken care of unless he pays a 
srntion attendant. 

Tt is obvious that even (l llC who owns a car in the 
Sm ic t Union has to be :~ permanent customer of the 
parnllel market. But even those " ho prefer or ll'hO have 
to ww public transport frequent!}' N me into contact 
willt the parallel market. For thew arc not euough cabs 
in most Soviet cities, and if )' OU waul one, you will 
probably have to wait up to lwo hoW's or more. During 
rush hours or ]ale at Hight it i ~ extremely difficult to find 
a cab. Lon!.'; ii ut: ~ uf lwopll' ,., .li t a l s pecial ta\i-~ tands. 
Btll, at tl1f' samc lime. tlt<·rc· art• usually many cars 
a\'nilahlc. Some nr<' jusl t·a h:-. '" ho.sc drivers say that 
llwir wMking hon ro;; h.11 <' PXp in·tl (.lr I hot l11ey are gui ng 
'" J..tH' clu1m·1. , .,upll· "r tll i , Jl ·~ vr . • lll k ,, 
\ jiJq,ll,t\1, l !1.111!.!_1 dol II IIIII I l.. (,,JI-. ~ ,, • ,.(~ •-l.t o..tl '• 

«ll'-dn l) . 'i'lwir t~ndl•rpai<l 1 lt .t nlkm" <IIV hnngr:· fnr 
arlclition;tl ineonw .pu l r:ln•k ] tf',ilnt ~ · tn !!i i'P :t rid •• to 
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those who are willing to pay. The normal fare for a trip 
in Central Moscow is one ruble, slightly more th~n the 
charge for a regular cab. 

It is generally accepted that today Soviet people are 
better dressed than 10 years ago. At the same time, ex­
pectations, especially those of younger people, have 
grown much faster than the ability of the Soviet retail 
trade to satisfy them, and this is fertile ground for 
speculators and black marketeers. One merely has to 
compare the way people are dressed in Moscow with 
the clothes that are available in nearby shops to realize 
how many fashionable suits, skirts, coats and shoes have 
been bought from speculators. Certainly some people 
have access to special stores for top officials or the so­
called Beriozka stores, which sell goods for foreign 
currency or special coupons. However, speculators play 
a prominent role in providing modem clothing. 

Medical care, private tutoring and legal services are 
also available on the parallel market. In theory, every 
Soviet citizen is entitled to free and good medical care. 
It is not so in practice. Soviet hospitals and clinics are 
always overcrowded. Physicians do not have enough 
time for thorough examinations; they spend most of 
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their time filling in innumerable papers instead of treat­
ing their patients. There is also a shortage of hospital 
beds; and admission to a hospital is difficult, unless one 
is really critically iJl, although some doctors and hospi­
tals have a better reputation on this score than others. 
But the patient does not usually have a choice. Except 
in cases where th.eillness is so complicated tl1at it can be 
treated only in certain selected hospitals and clinics, a 
patient is expected to go to his local clinic and see a 
doctor who is entrusted with the care of the residents 
of his block or apartment complex. If necessary, this 
physician sends him to a local hospital where he will 
probably be put on waiting list. It is surprising that 
many Soviet citizens look for ways to be examined and 
treated by someone they can trust. This is possible, but 
it costs money. 

Thus, many people try to make tl1eir own arrange­
ments with physicians and even surgeons. Although 
only a handful of doctors are officially permitted to 
have a private practice, and all surgeons are associated 
with official institutions, quite a few make deals with 
their patients. Interestingly, illegal payment is fre-

( Continued on page 14) 
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BHUTTO'S PAKISTAN 
A. G. Noorani 

MR. ZULFIQAR ALI BHUITO could achieve his 
ambition of becoming l>rime Minister of Pakistan 

only on its dismemberment. I t was a condition of his 
success. In a united Pakistan he had no chance of 
reaching such a position. Mr. Bhutto contributed 
handsomely to the partition of his country and be 
worked bard to become the self-styled Qaid-e-Awam 
(Leader of the Masses ). lie acquired a remarkable 
ascendary within months after being sworn in as 
Premier in December 1971. But authoritarian by 
nattu·e, be set about acquiring greater, yet greater, 
power with results that are there for all to see. 

Two books, The End and the Beginning: Pakistan 
1969-1971 by Herbert F eldman ( Q.dord University 
Press; Rs. 50/- ) and Pakistan in Trtmsition by Meena­
kshi Gopinath ( Manohar Book Service; Rs. 40/- ) tell 
the sorry tale of Pakista n's break-up ·and Mr. Bhutto's 
rise to total power. 

Mr Feldman's book is in continuation of two earlier 
volumes dealing with Field Marshal Ayub Khan's 
martial law and presidential administrations and has 
the same qualities and failings as the earlier works. It 
is informative, especially to an Indian reader who has 
not easy access to the facts of Pakistan's political life. 

But it is not particularly analytical, indeed it is hope­
lessly confused in parts. His main thesis is that Ayub 
Kl1an was largely responsible for the dissolution of 
Pakistan. ''To have restored the country after Ayub 
Khan's regilne would have reqtured in his successor a 
measure of political resource, character, and good 
fortune such as Yahya Khan could never claim. Yahya 
Khan received into his hands a political and economic 
haereditas damnosa virtually beyond hope of recovery. 
History may well conclucle that it was Yahya Khan's 
misfortune to J1ave completed what Ayub Khan had 
lnunched." 

Th '} brcak-11p bcL"ame ine\·itahle hl'C:tus~ of Yahy.\ 
Khan's predecessors' misdemeanours. "The man who 
probably laid the foundations for the demise of the 
old Pakistan wn.~ the late Chubm ):Johamecl, a fonn t'r 
Governor-General. Bv his snmrnarv dismissal of 
Khwaja Na7.imuddin .from the rvTinistership in 1954, 
Ghulnm ~fohamcd did fom things. First, he cotwinc.:cd 
111anv in East Pakistan that \V(·st Pakistan and, in 
particular, the P11njah intended ltJ keep the reins of 
Government permanently in hand. Second, hn flemon­
stratccl that coups of this sort were pnssihlc irl Paki~ t:m, 
ThirJ, Ill' iu lwuuu:d tlw ama) into p~tli lils with the 
''tl!J .. illlltll.'l l l ol ..... d. !Jt.lll. L!a, II ~·.J.ol.h ,_!,.;, ;,, Clai. r 
or tlw 1\tLi•;lun \t'l lt V · ·~ \fini~ler ol D P f<·'llCC'. Fnnrllt, 
l ll use Callard's wo~·tl o; 'Tlw pl'it·<· <)f tl1 · \.qn•niPr­
c;cu~.•r.d-, VlllllJ \\,\~ lt d,k TLr~;~\ lll<tjlll' 1,;<!11\\! lt tiOIIS c;l' 

Cabinet Government had been destroyed or weak­
ened: Indeed, from this time onwards political de­
cline hastened until, in 1958, Iskander Mirza and Ayub 
Khan tried to cut the tangled skein by recourse to 
Martial Law." 

As one 1·eads the narrative of the events of 1971 one 
is struck by the author's refusal to accept some of the 
Pakistani myths as also by the handicaps to which 
writers on the sub-continent are subject. "While it is 
an undoubted advantage to live continuously in a 
country whose progress through lime one desires to 
observe, the disadvantage to the Pakistan-dweller is 
that he is cut off from Indian journals and books while 
those from other countries are expensive and exist 
unc.ler the shadow of the ban. This is important than 
the opportunity to become familiar with events as they 
occur, to meet people, hear their views and witness 
their reactions and, if only through sheer propinquity, 
to absorb the prevailing atmosphere, but the want of 
newspapers and books is certainly felt." 

Nonetheless it is useful to have a different version 
of what happened in those crucial months. More can­
not be said of i t. 

Ms. Meenakshi Gopinath's book is a scholarly 
account of the rise to power of Mr. 13hutt<>'s Pakistan 
People's Party which he launched in November 1967. 
lie tried, first, to set up a Forward Bloc within Ayub's 
Convention Muslim League after he had fallen out 
with the President but was rebuffed. "There is no place 
for any Forward or Backward bloc in the Muslim 
League" remarked one of its leaders. 

~lr. Bhutto could not join any of the Opposition 
paJties either. ''As a close associate of Ayub, he had 
in the past condemned the Opposition parties, and 
"'·hile they would have now welcomed him ~ their 
r.tnks, Lltey co~tl<.l not 1.ccept !tim as a leader. More· 
ovt·r, lhc Oppositi1>11 parlies had demonstrated an 
inability to break away from the past. Few of them 
t'ecognized the gravity of the deprivation that the 
masses had suffered. They continued to cling to abstrac­
tions of ideology and persisted in invoking Islam as 
the only panacea for all ills. After the "restoration'' of 
cons~itutional life in 1962, internal dissensions and 
constant bickering characterized their politics. Bhutto 
did not want to identify with any of them." He chose 
to be different-and won. 

The main planks of his programme were rejection 
of .'\~ ub Khun's authoritarian methods, socialism, and 
,l] l "i~tJc.!p L·Jltl.Cilt" foreign policy .dl knit together by 
[lrnfnsC:' references lo Islam. 

1\nt lr. l3111ttto is no radicnl. IIC" is pra gmnlic. even 
••P[><Jl'luu.istiv. Thv l'll·clion n)uJtiksl~> of l970 would 



Freedom First 

ll.lake interesting reading today. As the aut:Oor surns 
up it advocated that: "Pakistan should follow an 
independent foreign policy. The first step in tllis direc­
tion is lo be aehieved by gelling out of entanglements 
with 'imperialist-neo-colonialist powers.' This would 
involve withdrawal from SEATO, as it had been 
'serving the neo-colonialist interest of its white mem­
bers.' The manifesto accuses the United States of inter­
ference in the internal affairs of Pakistan and referred 
to the dispute with the Soviet Union over the U-2 
Americ<m spy plane in 1960. The manifesto states that 
Pakistan would support the 'oppressed' peoples of Asia 
in their struggle against imperialist powers and in 
'particular, the cause of the heroic people of Vietnam 
who have for long years held the imperialist aggressors 
at bay,' Voicing the then prevalent and widespread 
anti-American sentiment existing in the country, the 
manifesto commends that We shall join hands with 
other nations in an effort to bring about the evacuatjon 
of Asian soil occupied by the military forces of the 
United States and other Western colonialist powers.'·· 

Wbnt manner of men joined the PPP? A majority of 
important PPP party members had little or no political 
experience before their association with the PPP. ~any 
of the candidates who ~ontested on the PPP ticket 
(and with success) were relative newcomers to P?litics. 
Most of the PPP dignitaries had gained pronunence 
as lawyers, engineers, or were known as landlords. 
The inner circle of the PPP consLsts of half a dozen 
persons· whose relationShip with Bhutto ~ ,..,1~ the 
exception of Rahirn ) is essentially a combillatwn of 
fri euclshjp, loyalty, obligation, subservience,. nn~ 
dependency. It is e\'itlent th.at Bbutto wishes hts .J?n­
macy to be accepted and wtll n ot tolerate oppos1llon 
within the party ranl.;s.'' 

The author points out that of all the parties ill the 
West the PPP was most militant anu vociferous, 
indulgi.ng in rather indiscriminate namecaliing and 
mudslinging at their opponents. 0£ all important ca~­
paigners, Bhutto was the youngest, the mo~t energeu c, 
agile, nncl the most indefatigable, conducting a gruel­
ling campnign and drawing the largest crowds. DhuttQ 
made the most violent speed1es, and PPP party w or­

ker.'> mostly Rgured prominently in inter-party clashes. 
"The PPP campaign followed a well-planned strategy. 
There wus hardly nny lactic<ll blunder worth the 
mention, except pt::rhaps Bhutto·s repeated chastiz­
ing of the Press and his constant allegation that the 
Nationnl Press Trust was a capitalist oriented organisa­
tion, One of the pdncipal elements of the PPP's modus 
opern.ncli was the maximum exploitation of Bhu~to's 
charisma. For instance, in the \¥est, the only meetmgs 
and processions to display huge p ortraits of their 
lr .ld l'n; Wl'r c tl 111!>t: of the l"'l'P. Bhullo was preseutccl 
,1c: t ill' Q.dd,£•-.\w.l m ( Leader u£ the Ma~ses) and his 
t:ll.'di•HI srmbol, the sword. was repreSt'nl·cd ns tla: 
Z11 Lthpr-~·~. \ li.'. 
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Once in power, Mr. Bhutto had no hesitation in 
mling by authoritarian methods. Things are perhaps 
not as bad as they were in the early years of President 
Ayub Khan but that is not saying much ~In his political 
activity, Dhutlo has sought a balance between freedom 
and recession. A possible tendency toward authori­
tarianism in the PPP has emerged. For this reason 
fissures have begun to appear in the party with erst­
while Bhutto supporters charging that the PPP is being 
run on authoritarian lines. ironically, the Government 
has come down with a heavy hand to meet the forces 
that its crv for distTioutive justice and political free­
dom has ' unleashed. After Bhutto's taking office, 
pe..'lsants had pitched battles with landlords in NWFP, 
and occupied their land, workers seized a rayon factory 
in Lahore. The Govenunent met these challenges by 
police and military action. Bhutto made early move to 
lift press and other media controls. Soon afterward, 
however, several leading editors, publishers and news­
men were un ested, displaying Bhutto's lack of inhibi­
tion in settling old scores.'' 

The alLthor is scrupulously fair to Mr. Bhut~o and 
has nu hesitation iu recognising his superiority in talent 
over his opponents. But as she points out, "What then 
can be said about the democratic experiments in 
Pakistan? One serious flaw is that Bhutto seems to be 
confusing legitimacy and credibility with the numerical 
strength of his p;trty in Goverrunept while greater 
care and attention must be given to the melhoJs em­
ployed. Bhutto's repressive techniques are only making 
the extremists iu the Opposition more popular, At any 
rate a period of public quiescence has tenninat~d in 
Pakistan and people have shown greater readmess 
than ever to take lo the streets to redress their grievan­
ces. .'\t the petiod of transition under consideration 
here Bhutto and bis party have played a crucial role by 
mounting the relevant slogans,. and c~ann~lizing ~e 
democratic movement in a desu·able direction, by m­
fusing it with the necessary vigour. The participatory 
urges of tl w peoplt• have now surged ah ead where 
e,·cn l3hulto \\'ill nut be able to regulate them. J-Te too 
will !lave to demoustrate continuous deference to this 
process. if he is interested in holding the reitlS of .cov­
crnmeut. At anr rate it is unlikely that a book Will be 
writteu in l'aki.stau entitled 'Aftel' Bhutto, Who?' " 

Cll .l\NGE OF 'fELEPliONE NUMBER 

THE TELEPHONE NUMBEH. OF 

DE\IOCH \TIC HESE:\I\Cll SEHVfCE 
1'-. c 11 •\\C:F ll I•' Jl(),\f 
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INTERACTION OF POLITICS 
AND ECONOMICS 

Ernest Van Den Haag 

JN a market economy the distribution of inequalities 
-the social structure-is independent of moral 

criteria such as justice. The market system produces 
more of the pie which makes distributive justice 
possible than any other ecouomic system. But justk:c 
conccms apportionment of th~;: pie, a problem raised, 
anti allloo ci1·cumscribedJ but nol decided by its size. 
In the words of Frieddrich A. Hayek: ""it is meaning­
less to describe the manner in which the marke t dis­
tributes the good things of this world a.s just or unjust 
· · · · "', Meaningless? Not quite. Irrelevant to the func­
tion of the system, yes. 

For the market rewards economic merit through the 
incentive allocation, ignoring moral merit. These two 
are not the same, unless the production of market value, 
economic merit, is deflued as moral merit. 

Whatever independent criterion for distributive 
justice is chosen is certain nol to identify moral with 
economic desert. Hence, morally and economicallr 
justified distributions may differ. They do. A sexy 
movie actress, a shrewd promoter, a suc<;essful manager, 
or advertising man, or inventor, or oil discoverer may 
d eserve economically what the marke t nflows them to 
earn. But they are not morally superior to a faithful 
nurse or worker, to a courageous lifesaver or \'e teran, 
a great poet, philosopher or economist. People are eco­
nomically deserving according to the marke t value of 
the services they supply. But those who supply servic­
es which have high market value and wl-lo, the1·eforc. 
have high earnings cannot ue regarded as eo ipso 
morally more deserving than the economically less s uc­
cessful. To argue otherwise-to regard the success•ut 
movie actress as morally more d eserving than the less 
"L"ll pa id nurse or the unsuccessful adress-is to 
idl'oli fy their mnrkel value (or that of tlu.:u· ,1cl ivitics ) 
with their moral va lue. Such an identificat ion uf moral 
and economic desert does n ot express what ordinary 
people, or philosophers. mean by "morally deservi.m(. 

It is because they do not identify moral and econo­
mic value that people wish to link them. F or the fact 
tha t on the market the services of the morally less 
deserving can be more valuable than those of the more 
desen·ing, outrages the sense of justice. The felt dis­
l:repancy be tween distribution according to the 
marke t value of services and distribution according to 
rnmul valu1' l>f Sl'rviccs-jtt'iti<.t--i~ thv ~OIIt"l e nf wacl1· 
sprend di c;s:.l li~Fnrlinn ""ilh inr,.,me clis trih11tion ~nd nf 
tile consequ en t polt tic~\ l altcmp!s tu ~•d jttl>l lite econo­
lllit: to lbc moral. This fdt tli;;crepaucy :ttld the attemph 
to brid~" il l1y plllilh:aln"-.' ' " .tr• tl,, · 111.1jnr ~omr··· ol 

all threats to the market economy. None of the reme­
dies proposed seems likely to help. Many are likely to 
make matters worse. 

We may disregard moralists who have disguised 
their objections to the injustice of the market as objec­
tions to its efficiency in calling forth production. They 
can be fac tually refuted. A look at the available alter­
natives is a ltogether persuasive here. The socialist 
systems arc less erucicnt by far than the market 
systems they replace. They intolerably reduce the size 
of the pie as they redistribute it so that, with the ex­
ception of the government itself, almost everybody is 
worse off. Claims about justice in lhe distribution of 
what remains are less easily assessed. However1 if 
'"justice"' is defined independently from "'socialism", the 
socinlist systems which aim directly at distributive 
justice have not been notable so far for achieving more 
of it than market systems. And they unquestionably 
grant less, if any, individual freedom. 

The actual alternatives to the market system arc 
worse in all re levant respects. Alte rnative system~ too 
fad .. tradition as a source of legitimacy. But they have 
defences which the marke t economy lacks. They pre­
sent their system as a transition to ultimate justice and 
equality. Marxism does so in a ll its forms. And .they 
ca11 suppress any critical analysis to the contrary: the 
promise of ultimate justice justifies dictatorship. Fur­
ther, once it is established in an industrialised country, 
socialism reduces mobility. This too helps to legitimise 
inequality. The socialist promise survives disappoint­
ment just ns major religions do survive the indefinite 
postponement of redemption from the evils of this 
world. 

TlH! commitment against the market distribution of 
iuc-1)111<.' leads socialists to reduce cognitive dissonance 
ur insisting that UIC marke t distribution of income is 
bcco111ing less und the socialist distribution wore equal. 
This is not the case. Yet, paradoxically the threat to the 
milrkc t econom)' is intensified by the actual decrease of 
poverty. In the USA the trend in the last fifty years has 
been for the income of the lower income groups to rise 
much fastcr than that of the upper income groups. 
Further , thc :.i1.e of the woup at the lowest end of th ~· 
distribution has decreased , while the size of the groups 
in the middle and upper ranks has increased: in 19.20, 
nfly LJCl" CCilt uf aiJ fa111i\i es Wl!n: befOW the prese11l 
':!nw'rnm~"nt povl'rty 'lt;mclnrcls adj~tstNI f(lr chon.tt;<"s in 
pun:ltasmg power; in Hl66, I(!SS than eleven per cent. 

l 'O\ erl} \\"ll!> dhc:U\·cn:d to han~ L~;;t:ume .w exdliug 
'"' J,, l pl'll l ll~·pc. jn~l whc ll it had bl:l'JI rc•dltn•cl s1 1 pr<: 

f} 



Ftccdum First 

cipitously, because contrary to naive expectation shar­
ed by revolutionaries (who fear contentment ) and by 
reformers ( who hop e for it), shortening of the 
distance uct:\veen them and others increased the re­
seutmcnt of the poor. \Vhen rich and poor were as "two 
na tions", the resentment of the poor was vague and 
unfocused; they experienced and envied each other 
more th~1n the remote rich. No longer isolated by vast 
and appar ently insum1ountable distances in education 
and living conditions, the poor now share much of the 
c'Ommon outlook. They share, in particular, the poor 
cousun1ing ambitions of the nonpoor brought home 
to them by TV and by all modem media of mass 
c01nmunication. But by definition they lack the means 
to fulfil these ambitions and resent more than ever 
what they now learn is deprivation. Further, while 
thl' habitual is regarded as inevitable and the inevit­
able is tolerated, the insufficient is resented. Improve­
ment as a process is always felt to be insu1ficitmt 
-it can never keep pace with the rise in expectations 
it generates. TI1e market economy is resented because 
it involves a perpe tual process of improvement. 

ln the past, nnally, the proportion of the poor in 
socie ty was so great they saw their condition as 
na tural So did e \•erybody else. But nobody any longer 
can. The poor a re comparatively few now. Rather than 
scp.tra ted or clifferent, they feel isolated and passed 
by. The rich, in tum, feel guilty for having left them be­
hind. At least their children do. The social perception 
of poverty has altogether changed. No one-rich or 
poor- any longer believes Lhat poverty can be an indi­
vidual responsibility or fault of the poor, let alone part 
of a divinely sanctioned, just or even tolerable social 
ordl!r. Po\'crty is now seen as an injustice commWed 
by the rich , guilty of depriving the poor. ("Cui Bo11o?" 
is proof of their guilt). No longer accepted as part of 
the physiology uf the body sociat, p overty has t'Ome 
to be regarded as social pathology. 

If to he poor 1r1eant only lo have less than a biologic:.tl­
ly denncd 111inimum n eeded to survive, po,•erty wouiJ 
a lfcct onl}' n very few among those called poor in the 
USA. 13ul "povt•rl)' .. i ~ defined hy history and soci«;>ty, 
and n.•fcr:. not to incomes, high or low. but to the social 
jutl~l'Jllcnt p.lSS('U on iueontc Jiffe rcnccs. In the USA 
people whose living scale is les~ than half of the 
( m<.>tli:m ) average a re judged to be p oor, regardless of 
the absolute size of their incomes. 

Becnuse roughly only 10-12 per cent of all families 
rC'main poor ~;:ven by this social definition, the tcmpta­
tioll tn rcgnrd po,·crty as curable pathology and lo 
"w,t~t' war" against il i" hart! to resisl. Yet though manr 
h,tlllt"• lmve been won, and more can be, the war can­
lllll he "on \il1{'t· nnything otltPr than n tota lly C'<1rr.tl 
oli .I rihlllirnt nr ittt'flllll' p11ts <;lllllt' pc·op\e at the lop 
.ttHI othct·~ at tlw hottottl. Tire top !!l'uup \\ ill l lL •·;tl\, d 
ddt, llrC' bott om gr<11 1p poor. ' 11tC' si'lc ()f the bntltJJtt 

I "I' olltd lilt di ~t .I!Wt• fmm (lllters t·un hL· l'lnnl!,('d 
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Not enough, however, to make us perceive the remain­
in~ distance as insignificant: those at the bottom con­
tinue to be regarded as poor by themselves and others, 
just as those al the top will be perceived as rich. And 
the siluation- despite its a rithmetical unavoidability­
continues to be perce-ived as unjust. 

ln any socialist planning system the economically 
advantaged-the planners-holc..l political power. In a 
market system they do not. It is usuaUy combined with 
a political system-democracy-that permits those who 
feel d isadvnntagC'd to attempt to control the economic 
system in tltcir favour. The disadvantaged-or those 
who feel tl~ey are-beiug, by definition, more numer­
ous, wcild more political power than the economically 
advantaged, by definition few. 

The leaders of the poor and powerless can use the 
political process to become rich and powerful. Even 
some of their followers may benefit. But the size of the 
poor as a group, and its d istance from the non-poor, 
a.ro not like ly to be affected, even if incomes ( rewards ) 
are distributed directly by a political system and not 
by the mnrket. The purpose of such a radical change 
may be to distribute in accordance with moral merit 
or material need, rather than economic desert. How­
ever, a political system of distribution is as unlikely 

(Con tinued on 11ogc 13) 



ENDURING WITH MOTHER COURAGE 
Gecta Doctor 

ONE tends to judge the Perlonnance Group of New 
York's version of "t..lother Courage" by its effects 

on the seat of one's pants. This was because the pro­
uucUon demanded that the audience accommodatt: it­
self for a period of four hours in a ,·aricly of hard and 
11ncomfortablc positions ranging from the floor up to 
dangling unhappily from the top of the three tiered 
scaffolding that had been erected all round the area of 
action. Some commentators of the event seemed to fu1d 
it .strange that n '·bourgeois" audience should volun­
t;uily undergo such discomforts to witness a play 
written br a dramatist of the proletarian cause. Does 
this imply, one wonders, that bourgeois bottoms a rc 
too soft and ouly sturdy proletarian backsides can bear 
up to a perfonnance of Bertoll Brecht? These were 
some of the extraneous considerations which were 
allowed to influence the production which must other­
w ise be regarded as the most exciting theab·ical ex­
perience of the .season. 

·'Stop goggling like a lot of romantics·· Brecht him­
self is said to have growled at his audiences. He advo­
cated introducing the spirit of the boxing rh!g or of a 
race <.'Ourse into the theater. Under Ricnard Scheclu1er's 
direction there was little chance for any goggling. From 
the moment Lhe audience bought their tickets to the 
end of the perfo1111:mce wheu they stumbled out into 
the night bruised, battered, Lut triumphant, Richard 
Scheehner appeared to be in churge. He, no less than 
the reguhu· actors had a role to play, ;at times appear­
ing plump unci genial like a circus owul'r, oucasionally 
hrash and obnoxious like the original ugly Amcrkan 
but nlways controlling t!J c• audience and the action 
like a ··deus ex macltina" or a puppet master in charge 
of all the strings. 

fie created the sense of "Verfremdung'' or alienation 
or strangeness that Brecht recommended. To bL·gin 
with the play was staged in the qu.t<.lr.\O~k nf tlw 
Culhet!ral School. Tl•e nudiem:P Wl're kept '' .t iting <It 
the small back entrance to tlw school just long enough 
for them to gel restless, so that finall) when they were• 
let in therl' was a tendency to push franticali> in sc~u·cl1 
ol the best seats. Instead of this however tJlCy were 
greeted by an atmosphere of apparently total chaos. 
There were no seats. They had to usc guu11y bag~ 
'prcad out on the ground , or c.·limh up the scaffokliug 
whil'11 had bcon buill to form,\ large sqttare "illt open­
ings tl1al ser\'t>d as p assages and platforms that .tlkr-
111\livt:l)' provide•(! :wting 01" SNltinc: pJ:wrs \1 llJ I' (..tl' 

'ncl on nn t~f tl" pl.tlfUitll ' <1 11 l., t•oitttl.!,h pl.uu 
oltd '• l.' \ 1.1 ri1 Ill ll)vkt" ;:o) IIUII.., lol, Ill :>\\ llll'll hi 

he ~dtin~ dn:,~c·d Tl1i, ""' ''"'"'' '" h · \I tlltt'l 
Courag,·. Otlwr• :tc·tor c·q11alh lllwttlt« •·rw d ~ttl 1 Iilii•· 

bored appeared to be moving the props around. I n the 
midst of all this under the glare of lights, a network of 
thick ropes, pulleys, bells and a ladder hung about 
haphqzardly suspended in the air. 

Presently one of the actors began a monotonous 
drumbeat which began to get louder and louder and 
amazingly ~!other Courage began to unfold. The actors, 
the puppets, jerked into l.iie and suddenly they were 
no longer a bunch of all American youth but the living, 
S\\ caring, sweating, suffering flesh and blood creatures 
of Brecht's mind. 

At its simplest level ~Iother Courage is a bitte r, 
biting indictment of war and the degrading effects the 
war has on the central charac ters, who even as they 
an.• dcstroyt.'<l by it, refuse to understand its vicious­
ness. Mother Courage b elieves that witl1 her wagon­
load of goods behind her she can make the best of any 
situa tion. She wheedles her way through the war mak­
ing no distinction behveen friend or enemy since both 
need her goods. ln the process she loses one by one 
her children who in spite of her curses and her cajoling 
are not able to show an ounce of her stamina for sur­
' ' ival. She is parlicttlarly contemptuous of virtue and 
warns her children from falling a prey to it. She warns 
Eilif her eldest against being too brave and he gets 
caught while trying to hustle a herd of cattle during 
.t lull in the war. He gets hanged. This echoes the 
p1iuciplc voiced by the two soldiers at the very slaJ·t 
or the play who believe that virtue is only needed in 
times of war. During p eacetime Eilifs bravery be­
comes an embarassmcnt aod he has to pay for it. This 
particular cynicism is part of Mother Cow-age's credo 
also. "Anywhere were there's a lot of virtues" she says 
.. it shows something is rotten. . . In a good country 
there would be no need for virtues they could aU get 
ha lf marks nnd be cowards for alii care." 

Swbsdtecsc lares no bette r. T ll: is too honest anc.l 
gNs hilled lor holding on to the regimental cash box 
wheu the enemy is nfter it. Only poor dumb Kalrin is 
left and her virtue is compassion. Mother Courage 
taunts and raves at her for it but sl•e succumbs and is 
killed in a uselessly heroic act in trying to warn a sleep­
ing town against the enemy. 

t-lother Courage is now left alone. Like the camp 
following whore who not 011 ly survives but positively 
thrives on the war, she still has her wagon of goods. 
Girding the hamess onto her shoulders she decides that 
the only thing for her to do is to make her way on her 
own. 

J 11 tlu:. pmdut.t ron tlw ' 1su.d Ullage ut the Ialit ~cc1W 
i\ hrought (lilt with trclllt:IIUOU~ forCl'. As pl.l)"CU uy 
1".111 \lr·l11l\ II' \!other Cn11r.•!.!c' i~ not tllt• nwlllii•H'rt!.tl 

11 



Freedom First 

heroic figure of some versions, but a slight frail crea­
ture whose ·will, because of this, seems all the more 
indomitable. After crooning a lullaby over her dead 
daughter and then methodically stripping her of her 
clotl1es, she picks up the ropes from every side of the 
set. Then using all her strength she strains at them and 
cries to the retreating anny, ·1 must get back to busi­
ness. Tnke me with you.'' We see her as she is, buth 
a creature trapped in a web of her desires and yet 
struggling to overcome them. The last scene provides 
the point and counterpoint of Brecht's ending. It is 
both tragic and moving, emphasizing Mother Courage's 
stubborn tenacity. Yet it also becomes a condemnation 
of her total lack of understanding of the events that 
have overtaken her. 

I3efore we go into the merits or defects of this parti­
cular production it is in1portnnt to examine Brecht's 
own view on the subject. Coming as he did from a poor 
but undouhtedly middle class background he always 
appears a self-conscious convert to the communist 
cause. \•Vhen he wrote plays one of his main concerns 
was how to create a situation which would convey his 
political credentials and yet have the universality of 
all great literature. He not only had to represent reality 
to his audiences but to rub their noses into it to make 
sure they understood. To this end he created plays 
that have a number of short scenes with announce­
ments at the beginning to make sure that the audience 
is alert as to what is happening. He wanted strong 
lighting and insisted that the actors should not identify _ 
with their roles as this would again mislead the audien­
ces. ·He hoped that by thw alienating and antagoniz­
ing the spectator he would get him to react against 
what was being represented. By doing so he felt that 
lie was promoling the cause of Communism. Since it 
was certain to him that once having been convinced of 
the necessity for change, the only way an individual 
could initiate the process, was through tJ1e ideals set 
down by the Commw1ist party. 

To understand the particular urgency in Brecht's 
\VOrk one must realise that he was writing at a time 
when Gel'many was plw1giog into the vortex of 
Fnscisrn, a tlanger which he fell that the mid tile class 
in their fear of change ref used to face ill their anxiety 
to cling to lhe status quo. By the time Hitler came into 
full power Brecht had flc.:d to America, an interesting 
comment on tl1e strength of his communist symp a­
thies. 

When we consider th~ Perfonnance Grottp's produc­
tion iu this confexllhere could not h:tve been a hetter 
intet·pretation of Brecht. The actors were :.uperh play­
ing mllltiple roles with ease anti yet always ma intaining 
a tlist~ttlc~ llet\\'cl'n t!Jf'ir rolt-s and tlwir imli' iuual 
pt·rm n;t[!f" Tlw tllllSi<•H I ll\llll lwr s. lh t> diq·rse sound 
d k et:.. \lltl 1 ,t-; tltt l'borvlt k·lls th:t l tnll ed ttlt ltwton 
ons l~ lht' co ntimt ttl d iHJ..ing t1 l the t',tl> lt n•gt~ll· r ut tl l!' 
IIH'Hlit>ll nr lll111tl '\. dl {~lll nl dtlf 1cl In ~ . · ! I i ii i.! ll w llVH><l 
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of a p articular scene on one hand and assailing the. 
spectator's senses on the other. The play managed to 
be rough and gentle, humorous, bawdy, revolting, 
and inspiring all at the same time. The spectator had 
not only to change his place and thereby his p erspec­
tive but he was forced to react continuously. His 
tJ1oughts, his feelings were taken and mercilessly spun 
about until be felt a total sense of disassociation which 
was both ruing and exhilarating. 

There were some who could not stand the strain of 
these conflicting impressions which appeared to them 
only ns a cacophony of discordant noises and actions. 
One cannot rule this out as a valid reaction to the play. 
The Perfonnance Group would probably accept this 
as being within the scope of their intentions. Seeking 
highly innovative modes of expression, in the United 
States they have produced a play on Vietnam where 
the action takes place sinmltaneously in different 
booths. The audience is expected to wander about and 
watch whichever fragment of the play appeals to them. 

"All action" they say "is incompl~te." When they 
choose a play they find p erhaps a third of the action 
in the play. Another third tJ1ey provide by their inter­
pretation. The rest has to be provided by the spectator 
himself who has to decitle bow and to what extent he 
is prepared to continue the action. Naturally only tl1ose 
who are willing to make this coru1ection 'vvill find it 
meaningful. 

YOUR GUARANTEE OF GOODNESS 
==nu ~-& -
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(Contin11ed from page 10) 

to avoid the troubling d iscrepancy between economic 
and moral with one between political and moral desert. 
But political is no more than economic desert identical 
with moral merit. The abilities making for moral merit 
(pleasing one's superiors; or, getting oneself elected; 
or gaining power some other way) are as w1equally 
distributed as economic abilities. Dish·ibution by a 
political system relying on political merit might be 
different, but not more equal or justifiable than dis­
tribution by a market system relying on economic 
merit. 

So far I have spoken of the forces that threaten to 
overt.hrow the market system as a whole. But tl1ose that 
threaten to erode it by piecemeal reform are no less 
important. I am confined to consider just hvo of these 
erosive threats, although unfortunately they do not 
exhaust the list. 

Inflation is no more inherent in market than in non­
market economies. It is, however, a historical charac­
teristic of the degeneration of democracy into popul­
ism. William Jennings Byran and George McGovern 
were boili beaten back. But only by allowing some of 
the inflation they advocated. The pressme for increases 
in public services and in private consumption and for 
reduction in productive efforts is unrelenting. Inflation 
is the politically easy way out. But inflation leads from 
temporary feverish disorder of the market mechanism 
to its total paralysis when the measures taken to control 
it aro analgesics which uttimatei:Y. induce anaesthesia. 
Welfare policies are as erosive as inflation to which 
they are related. 

The threats to the market ec0110my seem oven;vhehn­
ing. It is thought lo distribute its benefits immorally. 
Non-market systems have been iuh·oduced in vast areas 
of the world to do better. Where the market system 
still exists, it is under bitter and perpetual attack by 
the great majority of the intellectuals, and its mechan­
ism is distorted by inflation, controls, and welfare 
measures, all nearly unavoidable in the increasingly 
populist political climate in which the market 11111St 

functhn. 
Is there an opli111is lic note which might n.:lieve the 

gluom of this analysis? The only co1nfurt I can of(er is 
derived from Karl Popper's rf'jectjon of ''histork:ism", 
l\Iy prognosis is based on diagnosis of tl1e existing 
forces, and extrapolation, as any scientific analysis must 
he. Clio, howe,•er, seems a very fickle girl, seldom going 
steady with any of the forces with which she has heen 
p:-tired. If history tl•uclws us fl!lt' thin~ . it i.~ tlmt e-;lra­
polntion never h11s been predi(' tive. FuturtJlog:y ha.; a 
future on lv heewse the dt·mall(l fnr proplif'':iv ltas not 
(kcn•ased as it~ ;iuthnrity wanc•tl. The ltn<':-..1X'C'led 
h.~ppt•n-; :md 1 ,~ .\•·Gnil itut i• llttpn"1id ·• l d, !'Itt tho 
market mar lw s.tvctl. llut I'm <.lamne·d if T know ho\\' , 
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AFTER KGB HARASSMENT, 

AMALRIK ACCEPTS EXILE 

A NDREI AMALRIK, the dissident writer who 
suffered years of imprisonment and Siberian exile, 

has reluctantly succumbed to a campaign o£ poUce 
harassment and agreed to accept exile abroad. 

He and his wife, Gyusel, rl painter, have yielded to 
suggestions from autl1orities that they apply to emigrate 
to Israel, l'vlr. Arnalrik said the other day in an inter­
view. The couple, who are not Jewish, intend to travel 
first to the Net..herlands and then to the United Stales. 

''This is not a decision taken freely," the 37-year-old 
writer declared. "I did not want to emigrate to Israel 
or anywhere else-ever. vVheo a man is born in a cuu11-
try, and is a w1iter, be doesn't want to leave-not ever." 

~tltUIIUIIIII II IIIIII II IIIIII III III II IIIII IIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!IIIIIIIIIIIfl!ltiiii iiiiiii!I II IIU II IIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIII III IIII I IIIlJIIII I IIIIII II IIf.:: 

Wouldn't You Like to 
Oblige Your Friends? 

Has it struck you, dear Reader, that you can 
do some of your friends a favour by bringing 
Freedom First to their notice and asking them 
to join you as a subscriber? 

The record of the last few months, during 

" which Freedom First has made news, proved : 

true to its name and performed a service to 
freedom of expression, surely justifies you in 
enrolling your friends as our subscribers, mak­
ing it possib le for them to benefit from interest­
ing information and candid comments on deve­

lopments, both in India and the rest of the 

world. 

ALL WE ASK 

I :::::~::~:~:~::::::~::~:~:::~~::~:~~ I 
I DEMOCRATIC RESEARCH SERVICE f 

127 Mahatma Gandhi Road 
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THE SOViET PARALLEL MARKET-Continued from pczge 6 

quently required even w~en patients are trea~ed duri?? l1cracy virtually forces industrial and agric~tural m~na­
regular office hours and m government medical facih- gers to look to the parallel market to obtam the things 
ties. l was told of a prominent surgeon who made a they aced. There, equipment and materials which are 
fortune by accepting payments from potential patients. o therwise not available are sold to eager customers. At 
These people, presumably, were not local residents the same time, in order to get cash to pay for those un­
and tl1ey needed the sponsorship of the surgeon in authorized purchases, the customers also become in­
order to be admitted to his hospital and to be operated volved in illegal transactions, selli ng, in their turn, part 
upon by him. of their own factory's or farm's output on the parallel 

If some privileged citizens can still enjoy adequate market. Naturally, many business executives start to in­
medical assistance without paying for lt, virtually the fringe the law motivated by the interests of their enter­
only chance they have of getting a good lawyer is to pay prises and farms, but finish up b')'ing to make a forfune 
.some additional unofficial fee for his services. Certainly, for themselves, Illegal financial transactions and the 
one can limit oue's expenses to a modest payment deli- handling of large amounts of unregistered cash corrupt 
vered to a cashier in a legal office. And, if criminal quite a few bminess executives, especially those in the 
charges are brought against the defendant, he can even retail where stealing is a way of life. It is safe to sug­
dedare himself incapable of paying. The court ... vould gcst that virtunlly everyone who holds a managerial 
then b e obliged to nominate a ltl\vyer for him. The only position in the Soviet re tail trade bre.'lks the law almost 
question is, what kind of lawyer? 11wse who want the daily. 
assistance of a reputable professional must find some- The parallel market offers nol only industrial and 
one who knows and who can recommend one. A lawyer agricultmal products, but also manpower and ex-pertise 
will usually ask first for references and only then say hy qualified professionals. Every summer, maoy col­
how much he wants for his work on-top of the official lcctive farms hire groups of city residents to do cons­
fee. l'\ot only ordinary people, but also famous writers truction jobs. Some of these people are students, others 
ami film directors, academicia.tls, KGB culonels, aud belong to many different professions, but only a few are 
even Central Committee members have had to pay un- employed in the construction industry. However, in the 
official fees to their lawyers. summer, they become construction workers. fom1 so-

Private tutoling is another interesting subject. Accor- called b1igades, and offer their services to collective 
di11g to a poll conducted several years ago among fresh- slate farms. Usually, they are paid far above tJ1e official 
men at Moscow Uuiversity's Department of Mathe- rates. But agricultural managers, short of manpower, 
matics, 85 per cent of the students used the ser¢ices of ~eel happy ~o ·get these slzabaslmiks who are paid, not 
private tutors in order to. prepare thC!nselvcs for admis- for the hours therwork, but for the job they d o and, 
sion tests. This private tutoriJtg has t\vo dill'l·rent, rnther consequently, are not afraid of overtime. 
l·ontradidory effects on the seleC'lion process <t t Soviet In the late sixties, research aud consulting firms of a 
tmi\'~rsiUcs and colleges. Ohviously. serdces of a tutor 
;lre much t!asicr to obtain for those in better finaucial 
positions and in major urban areas, aud in this sense, 
private tutoring brings less equality to the Soviet edu­
cational system, by favouring applicants with upper 
nnd middle class city backgrounds. 

To sum up, one may say that ahn ost all kinds of goods 
nnd services nrc available ou the parallel market and 
millions of So,' iel citizens do not hesitnte to buy them. 

l\ot only individual so,•ict citizens. but also indus­
trial and a~·icultural e.xe<.:ulives seek !.he services of the 
black market, thereby infringing numerous laws, 
instructions and regulations. l'vloreove>r, it would seern 
011 lhe basis of reports published in Soviet periodicals, 
that the entire Soviet economic system could not survive 
without the p~mllcl market. ln a letter published in 
UtcltJ/tmzaua Ga;:,etn, a Soviet construction e'<ecutive 
from Hostov says that it is difficult lo find a nHm,tger 
who d ocs not violate ''financial discipline" or try to dis­
l'<'garrl nhsolptl' in~t1·udions \ rcordim! to a pr01nil1ent 
C!rn j,•t 1 (11111Jllti~t Y11ri F eof.11HW, 'onw government 
"~' m.to..•.; (,,,, l. l•:;Ul•d a,~ 111<111) a~ 12, 15 111 t\"•'11 20 
lh•n1~::u,cl irt~trndion.; ctnd rvgnhttiun~ to g11ide their 
, ,l, l i\ . 1\ '• p r I "t '!'Iii•· .I I•"·'· ("1~··~ hnr•· :1 11 -
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new kind were established in many Soviet cities by 
scientists and engineers eager to earn additional incorriC'. 
Specialists associated with tl1e finm, kept t11eir official 
jobs and committed their own time to work on firm 
assignments. The finus became exlTemely popular, 
especially among younger professionals, titeCl of their 
modest salaries and the monotonous functions which 
they had to perform in tl1eir regular jobs. Industrial 
managers, in their tum, were quite willing to make 
contracts with the firms because of their reputation, 
unusual under Sovie t conditions, of being reliable and 
capable of doing a good job. Unlike executives of Sovie t 
official institutions, the managers of the new firms could 
not ex-pect anybody to p ay them wifuout b eing satis­
fi ed with their work. Their only chance of survival was 
to establish a good reputation. In this they succeeded. 

The huge scale on which the parallel market operates 
can hardly be conducive to the Soviet government's 
p eace of mind. A totalitarian regime, by its very nature, 
cannot tolerate any initiative coming from outside the 
instih.ttional system. It sees such initiatives as a tru·eat to 
its control over the economy and the people, and thus 
does 110t like ils citizeus to b ecome even partly financi­
ally independent of the state. 

Also, most goods available on the paralle l market are 
stolen from the state, and many people perform their 
pat·allel market functions in office hours, frequently 
making use of tl1e facilities and equipment of state 
institutions and enterprises. TI1is is another obvious 
reason for the authorities' Jisapproval of tl1e black 
market. 

The black market also causes serious economic dis­
tortions and interferes with official plans. From tl1e 
p 6int of view of governme11tnl econrunic agencies, the 
equipment and supplies which are obtained on the 
parallel market by some energetic manager nHty be 
needed more and could be used more effectively hy 
other fu·ms and enterprises. 

Generally speaking, during recent years some degree 
of tolerance, if n ot approval, has developed in the 
SO\' iet Union towards certain kinds of parallel market 
.\.-! i\ iltc\. Spc(:11laturs .md thiew·~ Me dc·rinitt 1\ 1 oust­
dcred criminals. but those who become involved ill the 
pnrallel market .. fot· a goocl cause'' enjoy unprt-cedcntccl 
lenience. At the moment, the parallel market is tl10 only 
answer for rn::my dedicated business executives. And it 
seems that the Soviet leadership is not ignorant of tl1e ir 
situation. If there were ever to be a choice b etween r<'­
forms giving economic management actual outooomr 
and a scmi-toleranee of the p ara.ll r l market. the SO\ ie t 
lt·:ukt-.:hip c·nu lcl 'l'J)' ,,.<•11 [:tvOt!r t it~· lattvr. 

Th e parallel rnarkC't ic: :~ h11gc C>conomic struclttrf' . 
. ntuhc.: u ... oqsfv io~clependenl from and n pari of lht• 

nffiri nl So··ir•/ r•ronr>Pl" Thi "' pr•,·atc <;f'C·Iw l'"nr·tr·,t··~ 
t·vei) sc>gment of SO\ iet sod<'l). 

- Courtl'.'\ )rllr' l 11 J .o~tu!<Jtl 
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WITH MANY VOICES 
"The deep 

Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends, 
'Tis not too late to seek a -newer world." 

-Tennv•on. 

Call me Field Marshal. There are many lords but 
few field marshals. 

-Viscount Montgomery in Guardian, ApriJ 2. 

As Irving K.ristol, Peter Drucker and others have 
observed, there are three main causes for continuing 
food shortage. The three causes are the Soviet, Chinese 
and Indian governments. 

-George F. Will in International Herald Tribune, 
April 3. 

Perhaps it is better to be irresponsible and right 
than responsible and wrong. 

-Sir Winston Churchill quoted in Times, April 1. 

Apres Mao, Mrs Mao? 
-The Economist, March 20 

A statesman is a politician who seems to be almost 
a man. 

-Robert Strausz-Hupe ~ Encounter, March 1976. 
. 

Dame Agatha Christie made more people happy in 
bed than any woman since the world began. 

-The Guardian quoted in Encounter, March 1976. 

Nowhere is the condition of man as orderly. as cer­
tain and as obvious as it is in prison. 

-Robert Strausz-Hupe in Encormter, March 1976. 
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The Soviet Union is trying to bting us to our knees. 
But I will get on my knees before no one but Allah. 

-President Anwar Sadat in TimeJ. March 29. 

In foreign affairs, there is something almost Orwellian 
about the transfonnation of the word liberal to mean 
the opposite of what it meant a decade or so ago. 

- Professor Daniel Patrick Moynihan in Time, 
• April 5. 
' 

lf retirement at 70 were to be introduced .in Russia, 
seven out of the sixteen members of the slightly 
reshuffied politburo, including Mr. Brezhnev, would 
have to go this year. 

-The Economist, March 13. 

People who cannot grow sufficient food for them­
selves should not be entitled to rule a modem state. 

-Rowland Davies in The Economist, March 13. 
h 

Egalitarianism + materialism = inflation: 
- Prof. Nisbet quoted in The Economist, March 13. 

Whenever her position is threatened, Mrs Gandhi 
has been swerving from right to left and vice versa, 
making scapegoats of her advisers. 

- n. S. Gupta in The Economist, March 13. 

To talk about a Socialist manager is about as sensible 
ns talking about a Christian mathematici<m or a Hindu 
plumber. " 'hat you want is a good mathematician or a 
good plumber. 

- Peter Parker in Observer, J\·larch 28. 

I'm a liberal but not a damn fool 
- Senator Henry Jackson quoted in TI1e Economist, 

ApriJ 3. 

No one need £eel sorry for Dr. Kissinger. He has 
done more than his share of intriguing. His present 
case reminds me of the oorcupine who sat on a splinter 

- Juseph Kratt in lnternatioual ll Prnld T:-tl::.:t.._ 
:\f1 ril 10 

Socialist democracy is as meaningful as boiling ice. 
- Peter Jenkim in Guardian, \pril \ 

l ' llbJi.,h•·tl fur th, 11· ltl"lT.dlf' n ......... rdt Se~Yit:e L>l j . It i'.tl•l .\ " 1.111: I· '•'•H. F n·<'d til l 1-'il ~t Il l l:!'i, \1. \.,lllUht 1\u,J. 
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