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HOW THE PEOPLE REALLY VOTED 
M. R. Masani 

WE in India have a peculiar knack of failing to 
interpret correctly 1he significance of election 

results. In 1971, almost :the entire press announced 
that Mrs. Gandhi had won a spectacular victory in 
the parliamentary elections and it was widely claimed 
that she had received a "massive mandate". As I 
pointed out at that time and have not tired of doing 
since, Mrs. Gandhi received no such thing. What 
she got was 43 percent of the votes cast1 these being 
54 per cent of the electorate. Statistically, she got 
23.9 percent, say 24 percent, of the electorate behind 
her. She was thus. a minority leader. But she got 352 
seats in the Lok Sabha. She misused her• huge Parlia­
mentary majority to amend the Constitution and 
finally to get enacted the infamous 42nd Amendment 
which deserves! to be repealed in toto. 

Now we are back at the same old game of distort­
ing the current election results by the assumption that 
the Janata Party lost disastrously in the South and 
obtained a smashing victory! in the North. It is inte­
resting that even a commentator like Mr. Shamlal of the 
Times of India who opposed} the New Delhi case for 
forcing the dissolution of the State Assemblies in nine 
States could not desist from accepting these false 
premises. In .an article on .J;'he subject on 27tli April, 
he referred to nine States where the Congress Party 
"bas been wholly rejected by the people in the elec­
tions to the Lok Sabha". Similar statements have 
been made about the wholesale rejection of the Janata 
Party' in the Southern States. 

It is desirable that we should consider to what 
extent these assumptiop.s are' correct because it is good 
for the country that political controversy should be 
based on fact and not on fiction. The overall picture 
provided by official figures is that the Janata Party 
and the Congress for Democracy, which had a common 
symbol on the ballot paper, polled 43 .17 percent of 
the votes cast, while the Congress Party' polled 34.54 
percent of the votes cast. Those who voi!ed constituted 
60.54 percent of the electorate. In SQ' far as seats in 
the Lok S.abha are concerned, the· Janata- CFD com­
bination got 298 seats (52 %) while the Congress Party 
got 153 seats (30 %) in a House of 542. For once, the 
"multiplier" worked against the Congress Party. 

North vs South 
Carefully examining the figures published by the 

Election Commission, in the Southern States we find 

that those opposed to the Congress Party got not 
less than 42.64 percent of the votes polled in Andhra 
Pradesh. Similarly, in Karnataka not less than 43.26 
percent voted against the Congress Party. Does this 
amount to such a smashing victory for the Congress 
Party and such a humilating defeat for the Janata 
Party ? Similarly, in the North we find from official 
figures that a sizeable minority in the Northern States 
voted for~ the Congress Party. The impression created 
is that we are hypnotised by, the number of seats in 
the Lok Sabha obtained by these partieS! and forget 
the extent to which those results have distorted the 
will of the electorate. 

Here are the figures for some of the major states 
in the North which show the percentage of Congress 
Party votes cast in each of these States compared 
~ith the corresponding percentage in the 1971 elec­
tions in brackets: Assam 50.56 % (56.18 %); Orissa 
38.18 % (38.46 %); Punjab 35.86 % (45.96 %) Madhya 
Pradesh 32.5%· (45.6 %); Rajasthan 30.56 % (45.96 %); 
West Bengal 29.39 % (28.23 %); Uttar Pradesh 25.04 % 
(48.56 %); Bihar 22.90 '% (40.06 %); Haryana 17.95 % 
(52.56 %). 

It will thus be seen that while in Haryana the 
Congress vote slumped disastrously, as it also did t() 
a large extent in Bihar and D.P. , in the remaining 
States the loss was substantial but not sensational, 
while in Orissa it was negligible, and in West Bengal 
the Ccmgress vote actually went up a little. The 
Congress vote in the Northern States had traditionally 
been less than 40 percent of the votes cast ever 
sincel Independence. It is only in Haryana, Bihar and 
D.P. that it dropped radically on this occasion . 

If we had any fair system of election such as exists 
in most democratic countries, the Congress Party 
should have won a fourth of Lok Sabha seats from 

(continued on page 14) 

IN THIS ISSUE 
The aftermath of the Parliamentary Elections 
naturally gets pride of place in this issue, 
what with Mr. Bernard Levin's comment in 
the London Times, Prof. S. P. Aiyar's article 
on the "Indian Ballot-Box Revolution" and 
the Editor's analysis on "How, the People 
Really Voted". 
By way of contrast, Geeta Doctor contributes 
a travelogue of olden times. 



Between You & Me and The Lamp Post 

Levin on Amin 

p RESIDENT Amio of Uganda has capped, in 
characteristic style. the controversy in Englam.l as 

to whether or uot he should be admitted intp that 
country at the time of the Commonwealth Conference 
in Juue and, if not, how he should be denied entry, 
whether as an undesirable immigrant or otherwise. 
In the course of a telegram to the Commonwealth 
Secretary-General. President Amin has requested that, 
if adequate hotel arrangements. cannot be made for 
him ... arrangements should be made for h im to stay 
at Buckingham Palace". 

While this ambit ion of Amjn's may no doubt be 
expected 'to create an even greater furore in Britain 
there is one eminent British commentator \Vho, most 
unexpectedly, has written an article entitled "Let us 
give President Amin a welcome that will change his 
whole life". No, he is not an MRA spokesman, nor 
even a Gandhian who believes in a change of heart. 
The advice tba~ Amin should be welcomed to Britain 
comes from no less a person than Bernard Levin who 
wrote. about this in The 7'imes of April 26. 

Let us hasten to reassure any perturbed reader who 
migb~ be outraged by this suggestion that Mr. Levin 
has excellent reasons for his plea. To start with, he 
points out that it is a little diffcult to draw a distinc­
tion between one murderer in office and another. The 
LabC>ur Government having welcomed Mr. Sbelepin 
and Mr. Ponomarov from :the Kremlin, it might now 
be somewhat difficult to draw the line against Pre­
sident Amin. A more important reason, however, tbat 
Mr. Levin gives for his suggestion is that it is very 
much in :the hlterests of the oppressed people of 
Uganda. R ecalling how another bated African dic­
tator, Nkrumah of Ghana. was overthrown during a 
visit to China, Mr. Levin beUeves that if only Mr. 
Amin coul9 be detained long enough in Britain, the ­
people of Uganda could be trusted ro arrange for a 
similar fate to overtake Amin whose position in his 
view is far m pre precarious than that of Nkrumah. 
There is, however, the problem, according to Mr. 
Levin, that " ill view of the cowed and crushed nature 
of the people he would be leaving behind him , time 
is needed for his overthroW' to be organised. He has 
been out of Uganda several times already, but never 
for more than a. week or two; a month in Europe 
should suffice~with luck, much less". 

We are inclined to agree with Mr. Levin-on con­
dition of course that HMG and the Commonwealth 
Secretarjat can manage to detain President Amin 
long enough in the U.K. for the purpose Mr. Levin 
has in mind. 

Dr. Miracle 
D R . Luwig Erhard, former Chanoellor of West 

Germany from 1963 to 1966, died of a heart attack 
at the age o( 80 in Bonn on May 5. His passing away 
brings to an end the era of the 'German Miracle' of 
which he was quite rightly described as the fa ther. 

Drafted by tbe Allied Commanders in charge of 
Germany after World War IT from the obscruity of 
a Nuremberg market research institute, Erhard soon 
displayed two outstanding qualities. One was sound 
liberal economic wisdom which be bas set out in his 
book Social E11terprise, namely enterprise with social 
responsibility on the lines advocated by Jayaprakash 
Narayan in our own country. This involves a removal 
of all contrpls and the unhampered; operation of the 
competitive free market economy. The second quality 
E rhard displayed, which was as important as his eco­
nomic wisdom, was courage. When the Allied Generals 
would not let him as Economic Affair~ Minister in the 
new German Government abolish all q>ntrols, Erhard 
went on the radio one evening and announced the 
abolition at midnight of all economic controls in de­
fiance of the Allied Commanders. 

General Lucius D. Clay, then the US representative, 
whom I bad the pleasure of meeting many years later 
in New Delhi. told me what happened the following 
morning. Erhard was called and put on the mat. "My 
advisers tell me this is a disastrous move", said 
General Clay sternly to Dr. Erhard. ''So do mine". 
replied Dr. Erhard, coolly puffing away at a cigar. 

Shaken by the courage of 1-his man's convictions, 
the Allied Generals-with an angry Soviet General 
dissenting-decided to give D r. Erhard six months 
time to try out his liberal economic policies. By the 
time the period had ended, 1he 'German Miracle' was 
on its way. 

When Dr. Erhard visited India in October 1958, 
be opined that. unaided, India would take too long 
to release its people from poverty and distress and 
this could endanger the democratic system itself. That 
was why he said : ''The Western D emocracies are 
ready to extend assistance to your people". Unfor­
tunately the Indian Government of the time continued 
with il.s retrogate poJicies of suspicion against foreign 
equity capital and hostility to trans-national corpo­
ra tions. Even today, these policies have npt been 
jettisoned. 

There can be no question in my mind that unless 
the policies Dr. Erhard practised in Germany to "let 
the men and the money loose and make the country 
strong" are followed , there can be uo Indian Miracle, 
It would be wonderful if Mr. Morarji Desai and his 
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Government could bt! persuaded to give a free field he fully agreed with this ppJlcy statement and weut 
for one year to Dr. Erhard's liberal, anti-State Capitalist on to say : .. 1 shaJJ not suppQr l any agreement signed 
policies. under duress in my own Ministry··. 

Educational Autonomy 

C ERT Al NL Y at least one pf the M inisters in Mr. 
Morarji Desai's Cabinet, the Union Education Mi­

nister appears to be geared to precisely such a change. 
lt is reported that when the Prime Minister informed 
Mr. P ratap Chandra Chunder of his appointment as 
Union Education Minister, be told him: ··r want you 
to create a revolution in education". Dr. Chunder did 
not Jose much time iu getting starred. In an interview 
in H immat published on April 8. he expressed the 
view that the previous government had gone wrong 
by interfering with the working of educational insti­
tutions and robbing the teachers of all initiative. 
"There should be the least degree of Governmental 
interference in the field of education-universities and 
teachers should be able to tackle their problems in­
dependently. Official interference not only takes away 
academic freedom, but also stifles initiative." 

Autonomy for AIR and TV 

A NOTHER Minister who is on the right track is 
Mr. L . K . Advani, the. Union Minister for Infor­

mation, who has repeatedly confirmed the pledge 
given in the Ja nata Party manifesto that the Radio 
and Television services should be freed from gpvern­
meot control and interference by their being established 
as autonomous statutory Corporations on the lin~ of 
the BBG and the ITA. He has also said that the Films 
Division should similarly become autonomous. 

We hope tha t Mr. Advani will not be diverted 
from the right path on which he has set his feet from 
carrying out this election pledge by cynical counsel 
that the Janata Government, like thal of Mrs. Gandhi, 
should npt give up these valuable instruments of ·pro­
paganda. More power to your elbow, Mr. Advani. 

Gherao Debunked 

K UDOS also to the Minister for Labour, Mr. Ravin-
dra Verma, on a very imaginative statement that he 

has made in regard to gheraos published on May 2. 
Dealing with the crop of gheraos. which are raising 
their ugly head once again in many parts of the coun­
try, the Labour Minister bas announced " that the 
Government's stand is that it will not regard any 
agreement entered into by an officer while under 
gherao or physical duress as an agreemen t voluntarily 
entered into after a full and dispassionate considera­
tion that shouJd govern all decisipns. In fact. the 
Government ha~ stated it would have no option but 
to consider all such agreements entered into under 
duress i11valid". 

I t is good that Mr. George Fernandes. the Union 
Minister for Communic-ations. made it clear at a 
meeting with the Madras Press Club on May 7 that 

How to Help The Vietnamese 

MR. Bertram D. Wo1Ce, who died recently. was 
perhaps the most perceptive stu<.lenl .:tnLI obs~.:rvcr 

of international communism and the Soviet scene 
(See Obituary note in our April 1977 issue). He often 
said that one could not be a friend of the people of 
Russia and also at the same .time of the Kremlin 
since the dictat9rsbip was at permanent war with the 
people ot Russia. One bad to choose one's side. 

This of course is true of a ll dictatorships as. we in 
india were to discover d uring :!.he past two years when 
the Kremlin supported our own authoritarian regime 
and the press and people of the Western Democracies 
supported the people of India in their resistance to it 

A similar choice seems now to face President Carter 's 
Administration in regard to Vietnam. Recent refug~es 
from Hanoi who were interviewed in Japan by Peter 
H azelhurst of The Times told gruesome &tories of 
the horrors of the communist takeover in South Viet­
nam. The testimony comes from Mr. Nguyen Cong 
Hoan who was a member of the National Congress 
in Hanoi. Mr. Hoan tells how he was o·ne of a 
group of refugees from South Vietnam in Guam who 
decided that they would like :to return to V ietnam 
under the new regime. On October 16, 1975, these 
Don Quixotes sailed from Guam, ran up the North 
Vietnamese flag on their ship and displayed a huge 
portrait of late Ho Chi Minh. Mr. Hoan and spme 
of his colleagues, sadder and wiser men, have now 
fled from ~he concentration camps in which most of 
them had been kept under barbarous conditions as a 
reward for listening to the promises of tbe Cpmmunist 
regime. Far from being welcomed, the returnees were 
bunged into a concentration camp where food was 
sparsely rationed. there was no medicine and nearly 
all tho prisoners developed yellow fe ver and hundreds 
<lied of disease and overwork. Tbe.re a re a large number 
of such concentration camps in Vietnam and the 
optimists from Guam were lodged in Camp 20. Un­
like his colleagues. Mr. Hoan himself was picked out 
for somewhat diffe rent t reatment and was made a 
member of 1he National Congress in Hanoi. He was 
told however that his parliameutary previleges would 
not include the making of any speeches. " All we 
were told to do is applaud and raise our hands in 
assent when proposals were presented by tbe Standing 
Committee". 

A sadder and wiser man, Mr. Hoon :told Mr. Hazel­
hurst : ''The people of Vietnam wanted peace at all 
costs a~er 30 years of war. That is why we opposed 
the Umted States. But after two years of oppression 
under communist rule. we want to fight again''. 
Mr. Hoan ended up with an appeal to the U.S. 
Government to &rive a rms to the patriotic guerillas iu 
South Vietnam to carry on their resistance againsi 
the communist occupiers from the North. 
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INDIA~s BALLOT BOX REVOLUTION 
S. P. Aiyar 

T HE couutry has emerged from one of those poli~ical 
experience which, in the perspective of History. 

account for the great titles gf change iu human attairs 
and, by any test, lhe ballot-box has produced a revo­
lutipn in lndian politics. A revolution, it has rightly 
been said, constitutes a. drastic reallocation of power 
and this is precisely what has happened. The thirty-year 
old roonoply of the Congress has ended and the tenaci­
ous myth of its inviHcibility Jissolved. The signifi­
cance of this i& no~ lessened by the fact thaJt the scene 
of Jhe great change is north l11dia and not. the states 
.in the South. As yet, no satisfactory explanation has 
been: offered for the dramatic contrast in the political 
choice of the people in the norJh and in the> south pf 
this sub-continent; obviously there can be no overarcb­
ing theory of political behaviour in all the Southern 
States andl local faclors must be taken in.to Jlccount. 

R ule of Caprice 
What .!he S1xtb Ceneral Election Jtas achieved is 

without parallel in the history of democracy for fhe 
people have expressed Lberoselves and passed a judge­
ment on the rulers after a period of emergency 
duriug which a coterie of men surrounding the prime 
minister bad sought to make the countzy into a prison­
house for the freeplay of their impulse. True, the scene 
of their operations was in the npr th, east west and 
the south largely escaped the rigour of Jhe mechanism 
of terror which had been set up , Bull the suppression 
was everywhere, a pall o£ fear fell over the co·untry 
and the people had been gpverned no.t so much by 
the rule of law as by caprice. Writing during l.he high 
noon of the emergency. a contributer ~o The New 
Statesman who understandably preferred to remain 
anonymous, expressed the view .that no one could ever 
be so naive as to imagine that the emergency, a I'd the. 
system of government jt. bad given rise to would end 
in the forseeable future. It was the general belief that 
the emergency had come to stay and the media men 
had worked feverishly to give it an air of legitimacy. 
When the election was announced on January 18, the 
emergency was " relaxed•· but not lifted and all evi­
dence seems to suppor.t. the view that it wa~ the inten­
tion of the Congress !o continue with 't aod ··consoLi­
date" the gains after it had secured a fre.sh manda te 
by the people, uJriroately, the emergency was ''lifted" 
not by Mrs. Gandhi but by the people o( I ndia, speci­
ally of Rae Bareli. 

The election results exploded with a surprise and 
leading newspapermen the world over were pa.t.helicaJiy 
striving for tbe right words tp describe this most ex­
traordinary event in the Asian scene. The words they 
seized upon were intended to capiure the element of 
high drama; "earthquake" and ''volcano·· were freely 
used and .in India, ''wave'' and "hurricane" were em-
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ployed. These expressions, to roy mind, are not only 
madet1uate but are also apl lo be misleading because 
they g1ve us no clue to the nature of the phenomenon 
or rbc forces underlying it. 

Democracy V enms D ictatorship 
ludia·s ballot-box revolution has a significance fpr 

our own pp!HicaJ developmeut as well as that of other 
developing countries. unlike previous elections. the 
exercise of (be franchise, this uroe has a certain epic 
dunension and as io all epics ltlere is a main theme 
as weU as its sub-plots; 1ts ennobling characters as 
well as its despicabJe villians. The suo-plots and the 
activities of the villains will uudoubtedly bec9,me clear 
when the separate official investigations are carried 
out and .the results made known. tQ the public. H ow­
ever, these are J.inked up w.itb the malD theme of 
democracy ver:ius dictatorship-one of lhe principal 
strands in the manifesJo of the Janata Party. 

The Economist bas recently observed that "Never 
again will auyone be able to claim that democracy is 
unsuited .t.o any developing cquntry or that the poor 
and hungry do not value their righlS. India shot down 
these condescending dogmas ... along with Mrs. Gandhi 
and her Congress Party." It is .true. that ordinary men 
and women who have been denied tho advan,lage of 
formal educatipn cannot understand the abstract argu­
ments o~ freedom and equality as expresse~ by poli­
tical and constituional pundits; equally true- that the 
harsh realities qf !be underdevelpped world ma.ke sur­
vival more important f.or people .than political battles. 
What is forgptten: however, is the fact that human 
beings will rebel against injustice and any threat to 
their dharma or way of life. Why did Mrs. Gandhi lose 
in her own cons.\ituency with so big a margin despite 
the fact that it had been carefully nursed for many years 
and had many benefits bestowed upon, it ? .Why is it 
that practically every one closely associated with her 
and having a repu..tation for highhandedoess was defeat­
ed at the polls ? Why is it that the normal induce­
ments offered (o poor voters .in cash or kind or the 
variety of pre-election sweetener~ promised by state 
Governments haJ litlle or no effect in many prestigi­
ous constituencies '! The election has shown beyond 
the shadow of doubl that the voter, urban as well as 
rural, lilerate as well as illitera1e, could not be deflected 
frpm his decision to vote in the way he wanted. 
TJtere was widespread fear that the election would be 
rigged and rumours alloaJ in Bombay, suggested that 
what ever the elect.orate did Lhe result wpuld be a 
victory for the Congress. Yet this did not happen and 
is the greatest achievement of this revolution thr ough 
the ballot-box. I t has given rise to a tremendous con­
fidence in the power of the vott'.! and lhe secrecy of 
the ballot-box. The result wa~ aJ powerful demonstra-
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tion of Jana. Shukti the power o( the people. The Con­
stitution of lndia spoke of· ·'We, the People" but this 
was generally taken to be no more than a rhetoric of 
the t!ightccnth century; the e lection demonstrated th<..• 
reality of popular sovereignty. 

Any evaluation of the historic s ignificance of our 
recent political experience must acknowledge with 
pride the work of the Election Commission and the 
Returning Olficers who brought to bear o u their work 
the spirit indispensable for a free election. What Vinod 
Malb"otra. the Returning Offica a t Rae Bareli, did 
when confronted by a petition for a repoll preseofed 
by Makhaolal Foledar, Mrs. Gandhi's Election Agent, 
and the timely intervenri9n of P. B. Dutt, the Election 
Commission's observer, indicate that the spirit of f-ree· 
dom had not been snuffed out. 

Dh·ine IOght Delusions ? 
What destroyed the Congress image was its hubris, 

its belief that it was its historical destiny to rule Iowa 
and provide lhe stability which its leaders believed 
could not be provided by any other pplitical parly. 
Wbat gave credence to this belief ~vas the splintered 
nature of the opposition i11 the country's political 
development For more than a decade, Indian political 
scientists follpwing their Western masters propounded 
the theory that having a party like the Congress, re· 
presenting a broad consensus in a. dominant ppsition, 
was the best thing that India could have. It followed 
logically that altb9ugh the country ~out~ have ~~er 
political parties they could only funcuon m opposition 
and exert pressure on the ruling party. Thjs was at 
best a rationalization of an historical accident! and at 
the worst a subtle variation of a Divine Right Theory. 
The notion that only one party has a monopoly 
of political wisdpm to rule this large country was not 
only out of tune with tbe realities .of a plural spciety 
but. it al.~o carried within it the implication that oppooi· 
tioo is irrelevant to a country' Uke ours. Mr. Borooah 
was only expliciily stating what was in' the minds of 
most Congressmen when he boldly declared that the 
opposition was irrelevant. In a similar strain, Mrs. 
Gandhi declared during the emergency that the opposi· 
tion bad been vanquished but not destroyed. Uma Vnsu· 
dev's almost fulsome biography of Mrs. Gandhi clearly 
mentions that many years ago-long before she became 
minister-she had gone to the extent .of saying that 
to make the foundafjon of the country strong it was 
betler not td have opposition parties. This is a danger· 
ous doctrine. T he election has not only destroyed it 
but a lso created a sltuatibn in which people can hope 
to have an alternative government. Mr. Y. B. Chavan 
recently warned Jhe Janata Government that i( the 
Congress with its long h istory could have its parJia. 
mentarv major ity rectuced from 352 to a 153 ii would 
not take much time to reduce the JanaLa Party's 
majority 270 to 70. He was right and this is a• clear 
indication that the priuciplc or ull l.lrn.tlivc govern. 
ment is now a reality. Jt is significant that it did: not 
occur to him to rnake a similar statement after the 

Freedom First 

J 97 1 election. 

Volatile Loyalties 
ln the current euphoria one is likely to forget thnt 

political loyaltit!s a re extremely vohllile: so is the 
mood of the p:ople. F or the moment, the Jauata Party 
has roused high expectations- political as well as 
economic. Its manifesto has promised the implement.a· 
tion of politica l cha.ner. iucluding the full restoration 
of civil liberties and the rule of law. The restrictions 
on the l:reedom of the Press are being rapidly removed 
and the relationship between Parliament and Judiciary 
will be restored to the form envisaged by the frames 
of the Constitution. P arl iament is once again becoming 
the vital centre of our political system and there is 
every hope that new conventions will develpp between 
government and opposition. Congress leaders have 
shown restraint in their pronouncements and a will· 
ingness to cooperate with the government within the 
framework of the Congress policy. One can also expect 
tile government and opposition to function as integral 
parts of democracy and play the game according to 
the rules. 

In the post-election period. Jhc relations between the 
Union Government and the States, particularly those 
in the South, can be expected to have their strains but 
much depends on the new government's capacity to 
build up an image of. impartiality. Most irnpor.tant of 
all. ihe earlier promises .on the question of language 
will have to be kept. The Janata Par{y leaders may 
have to temper their. utterances and explore every 
possibility for harmonizing relationships with Congress 
governments in the South. 

Most imwrtant of all, tbe new government will be 
iudgcd by the effectiveness of its economic programmes. 
jts capacity to create jobs in urban as well as rural 
areas. keep prices of essential commodities from rising 
stimulate industrial and agricultural producti.on and 
inspire confidence in ihe economy. In this enj(!eavour. 
policies can not differ fundamentally from those of the 
Congress although the emphasis might well change. 
One of the major casualties of the recent election 
ruigbt well be a disastrous set back for family planning 
fo r the words themselves have come to ncouire an 
unsavoury connotation in the public mitld. Unfortu­
nately the Union Minister for Health and Family Plan­
ning has been indulg.ing in a form or demogogy on 
this maHer. The failure to control the population 
would mean pushing more and more peonle below the 
poverty line, and, given the return to a liberal demo­

"cratic system. conflicts and pressures will build uo 
rapidly and the opposWon can once again exploit, such 
·i situation. Indian society cannot change overnjght and 
tbe soil i ~ ever fertile for the dema.eogue. There was a 
time when we believed that a totalitarian system was 
not possible in India . But we came very close to il . 
We must not delude ourselves a second time by sayir>lt 
that it will not h<:~ppen aeain. The ballot. box can brinl! 
about a p0lilical revoluti on by chanf!iug the struct urc> 
of power nut it cannot by itself produce a social and 
economic transformation. 
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ONE IN THE EYE & A SALUTE TO THE BRAVE 
Bernard Levin 

I have forbonc to comment on the Indian election 
result hitherto because It was so inexpressibly 

splenJid that I felt like a character in a fairlytale 
who has only to pronounce the forbidden name or ask 
the forbidden queslipn. for the prince and his entire 
castle to vanish instantly and forever. But nowr when 
the mornjng-after strain on the coalition appears to have 
been lessened, through the tact o[ Mr. Morarji Desai, 
the sickbed wisdom of Mr JayatJrakash Narayau, and 
the magnanimity of Mr. Jagjivan R am, it seems to 
be ti111e. 

In circles where the glib, silly folk of our tired 
society gather, it has been possible for a. good many 
years now :to bear an argument that goes something 
like this. Since China was liberated into the delights 
of communism, it is true that there have been no 
free elections there (though, of course, t.bit doesn't 
matte r, because Chinese communism makes those who 
live under it so free that they don't need or want 
elections); likewise, there is no freedom of speech, of 
trade union activity. of residence or travel, of labour, 
of reading or religion. (These trifling restrictions, 
which in any case are much exaggerated, are likewise 
enthusiastically welcomed by the entire population.) Yet 
the Chinese people are not only happy; they have 
solved the population problem, lhe food problem, the 
disease problem, the distribution: problem, the poverty 
problem. and for that matter the problem problem. 

Turn now, says the gentleman with a glass in one 
hand and a sausage on a stick in the other, to India. 
There, tbey have elections, poor benighted heathen 
that they are : most of them are illiterate, of course. 
and have no idea what they are votiDg for, nor do . 
they much care. Which is not surprising, because fhe 
elections make no difference; hunger. disease and 
poverty still stalk the land. and no detectable improve­
ment will ever take place until they adopt-as, of 
course, they enthusiastically would if only t hey had 
access to the real information-the system of China. 
The indifference, if not contempt, of the Indian pe(). 
pie for democracy could not be more complete; it is 
fully justified; and Indian elections, therefore, con­
stitute a pointless farce. Verb, sap. 

Enter. and pass across the stage. several hundred 
million Indians. Some push and shove. others patiently 
wait their turn; some are coughing in an omin.ous 
manner, others could clearly do wHh a square meal; 
here, one appears to be pt:aying to some outlandish 
god; there, a group are huddled together talking ex­
citedly in Peter Sellers accents. India passes; and 
wheo she has passed-lo! there rernajns democracy. 
aod a1 tenacious hold on it 1hat puts our homeerown 
/aineants to shame. -

Mrs Gandhi's gamble, when she took it, looked 
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almost impossible of failure; which is presumably why 
she took it. She had everything she wanted for the 
security of her rule : lhe constitution had been re­
written. the judges were either tamed or threatened, 
lens of thousands or her opponents in ja.il, the press 
mostly controlled and, in those instance where it re­
fused to be controlled , persecuted, Parliament a string­
less instrument in her bands, and Mr. Mkhael Foot 
capering, kow-towing and buttering in her wake. 

She had. then, everything her rule needed, save the 
thing it needed most: legitimacy. To gain that, she 
had to hold an election and a fiee electipn too. So 
roost of the restrictions on most of the press were 
lifted; most of those detained without trial were re­
leased; and she went to the country. clearly confident 
that she would be returned overwhelmingly, with no 
one and nothing to stand in ber way after. The rest 
is histpry : and so is she. 

The squabbling opposition could never unite, said 
the western wiseacres; its members were too ambitious, 
too greedy for power. too like Mrs. Gandhi themselves. 
The squabbling opposilioo thereupon uniled. Well, 
but the apathy of the pepple would show clearly how 
little weight the intellectuals' complaints about free­
dom carried wilb them. Then the biggest political 
crowds seen in India tor decades began to turn up 
to the Opposition's meetings. Ah, they had only come 
to gaze at the strange antics, like visitors· to a zoo, 
and on polling day ~hey would vote for Mrs GandiD , 
and stability, and not for such trumpery decorations 
as democracy. And, du1y, on polling day, 1be Indian 
people voted for the vital decorations and against the 
false stability. The largest democracy in the world 
bad remained true to democracy. 

Right at the end p{ the campaign, Mr J ayaprakash 
Narayan. half-dead from incarceration, sickness and 
campaigning, wrote a final appeal to the voters. I thin:k 
it is worth quoti'ng, for it clearly expresses the very 
spirit in which the Indian people wen~ to the polls. 
This i's what JP wrote : 

''In the n~ of all those who struggled for our coun­
try's freedom, I appeal to each one of you : free 
India. defeat ihe dictators. This is the last chance. 
ff you faller, I 9 months of tyranny shall become 
J 9 years of terror. 
Freedom is the first requisite .... How will the rulers 
be accountable if the Judiciary is robbed of all 
effectiveness ? H ow can you end corruption if you 
cannot even talk or write about it ? H ow can we 
have accountability if power is exercised by back-room 
operatorsr who do not even bold office? The terrors 
of the black 19 months herd ing hundreds of thous­
ands into jails, the tortures inflicted on them . the 

(continued nn rage 7) 



DRIVING ACROSS THE DECCAN 
Geeta Doctor 

W HEN my grandfather travcllctl, tbe manoeu\ er was 
plauned with all the pomp and circumstance that 

befitted a representa tive of the Dritish Raj, ~ven 
though as a Distncl Forest Officer he was but a m111or 
one. An advaocl! party was sen! to alert the officiaJs 
in the area of his visit, his personal belpngings were 
then despa tched, tents, easy chair, books. scientific 
equipmem, for he was an. amateu: botan;ist, and a ll the 
provisions needed for a Siege of s1x or eight weeks. On 
the appointed day if the time for depat1turQ was set 
a t 10 a.m. my grandfather would emerge on the stroke 

ONE IN THE EYE & A SALUTE TO T HE BRAVE 
(cont inued from page 6) 

untold sufferings of their families, mutiliating laws 
so that a citizen does not even have the right tp 
Life, illicit as well as legal extortions, destroying 
homes of t.be ppor- tbese are not cha nce happen­
ings. They, a re wha t dictatorship is about. .. 
Many effor ts have been made to hoodwink you ... . 
They have Jried to inflame communal passions, _to 
frighten mjnorities . . . to scare you wi1b stones 
of violence, of external and in:ternal threats. They 
have issued sham apologies. They have tried to pass 
the blame for their dastardly deeds to officials, even 
to us who were in jail. They have tried to bnbe 
you with last-minute concessions. They have tried 
to mislead you with lies • .. .'' 

J p was right. But in this world it is rarely euough 
lo be right. What was so heartening about the l ndiao 
election resul! is that the people-most of them poor. 
many hungry, many homeless. many diseased-did 
not vote to fill their mouths, to exchange the clash and 
buzz of democratic politics for the ordered silence ot 
dictatorship. to forget the tradition left to them by 
the R aj, the Mahatma and Mrs Gandhi's father. 
I nstead they voted in a way which puts ancient and 
sophisticated democracies to shame-the United States 
with its wretched turnout of under 60 per cent, France 
and Italy with their wiUiogness to roll pvcr and Jet 
communism tickle t he ir bellies, the United Kingdom 
with one coustituen1 part lorn by unending war. 

The Indian p~ople voted for the greates( cause t.bat 
can be put to an electorate : freedom. For 19 months 
they had sampled the: quality of life under an autho­
ritarian regime, and they were then offered .the chance 
to turn that authorita rianism into real and lasting 
dictatorsbjp, They rejected that alternative, and showed 
the way to those who suppose themselves India's 
betters. Let us salu te them; and let us also resoJve that 
when we are offered such a choice. we ~hall choose 
as l udi<1 did . 

-Courtesy: The Times 

of ten, impeccably dressed ami ~et ofi for ·•camp" . The 
rest of the family. comprising o! my grandmother, who 
described this scene to me, as ul o the chi ldren, assort­
ed guests and a number of pels which at .va rious times 
iocluded monkeys. dogs. and peacocks, would then 
follow a t a respeclful distance. _ 

These duys, however, one just informs the tm vel 
agent and depending 0 11 one's resources one is carried 
in varying degrees of discomfort by air or rail or sea 
und dumped at the port of exit as unceremonipusly as 
a parcel. In fact ma ny of the holidays a re even advertis­
ed as '"packaged tours''. There is none of the anticipa­
tion. of a long journey by road where one may en­
counter one knows not what, or the thrill of coming 
across some long lost fortress gleaming fpr an instant 
in ~he light of the morning sun with the bright clangour 
of a romantic past, or the soothing repotjtipn of rural 
scenes that reassures one with the thought that life 
has been going on like th is for the past !housand years 
and will continue to do so long after one has passed. 
Nobody has the energy anymore~ whe[her in terms of 
human resources or of pelrol. Nobody bas the time. 

Tracks of Shivaji 
This at least was obvious when we drpve across Jhe 

Deccan recently in a slow winding arc which took us 
fr.om Bombay to Hyderabad and then curving south­
wards to Bangalore and Mysore un til we wero lured 
into 1he copl green clutches) of the Kera la coast. For 
miles and miles we did not encounter a single car, 
or even a lorry, for lorries only ply. the main arteries 
linking the big cities. The firs t lap took us frpm Poona 
to Sholapur in the tracks of Shivaji, into the heartland 
of the Maratha country which shone now not with 
swprds but the waving spumes of sugarcane. The earth 
was rich a nd dark chocolate fudge and against thjs the 
brilliant orange and magenta of \he turbans worn: by 
the men stood out like flames. Every now and 
tben we would, pass a r .. rmer riding a bicycle with his 
wife sitting daringly across the front bar. Invariably 
the sight of a car would be so unsettling thal both 
husband and wife woultl jump off in acute em­
barassment and cont in ue walking in the manner 
prescribed for a respectable married couple. 

We spent the night at a travellers' bungalow just out­
side Sholapur. It had been built in 1850 with the kind 
of spaciousness meaot to accommodate la rge caravans 
of people but wns renovated now with brand new 
bathroom tiles and a modern flush system. formica 
tables, fuus, telephone and electricity. There were dres­
sing rooms with ovu l shaped mirrors and long veran­
dahs along the two lengths of the house. A caretaker 
welcomed u~ "ith nld ra, hioncd hospil<.t lity and hot 
water for our baths. All this was our~; for just live rupees. 
During the eveni11g we were ente rtained with \he stor ies 
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that had grown up around the place. which was famous 
for its temple of Sidbeshwara, a bachelor god, we dis­
covered the uext morning. who would not tolera te uny 
females to eater the sa nclorum. O nce, said our care, 
taker friend, an English Collector had come to slay 
at tho traveller's b ungalow and tried to put a ~\op to 
the beating of drums that went near: the t emple. ·'That 
very nighL'' , he sa id pointing dramatically to the win· 
dows, "Huge snakes appeared ou all sides a round these 
very windpws. The Englishman was so frightened, 
he immediately took back his words a11d from that 
time the drumming has ne.ver been s.topped." This was 
indeed true. Low drumming sounds throbbed through 
the darkness but 1, looking anxiously out of the wi n­
dows, half afraid that the Naga& would reappear-, did 
not complain at all. 

We were in the K.ingtlom of the Bahman i Shahs 
the next tlay inspecting oneS of their forts at Naldrug 
which sprawled across Lhe bald heads of at le.ast three 
hills. Hasan Ganju the founder of t he kingdom start­
ed life as an underlying ju tbej army of Muhammad 
Bin Tugblaq and finished founding a kingdom that 
controlled a strategic slice of the D eccan for over three 
centuries. Some say that H asan was an Afghan soldier 
whose fprtunes were promoted by a Brahmin astro­
loger named Gaoju who happened to be on g09d tenns 
With the mercurial • Tughlaq. In gratitude for this 
H assan opt only took the naroe1 of hls former mlster 
but caJJed his dynasty after the Brahmin. or Bahman 
who had helped him. O thers point out that Hasan was 
a Persian who named his kingdom after the legendary 
Bahman of Persian history from whom he claimed 
descent He won his kingdom. say the supporters of 
this theory. through honest battle rather than by favour 
aud as a token adopted 1he black: flag of the Persian 
Abbasids, 

None of these problems worried us as. we stood in 
the summer qua rters of the long dead Bahmani Shahs 
at N aldurg. This most exquisite of ropms had been 
built across a river 1bat cut through two of the main 
hills cpvered by the fortress. A stone staircase led like 
a secret passage from .the top of the dam into the very 
hear t of it where rooms with lpng colonnaded windows 
and high ceilings looked out into the gorge below. O n 
one side along a sheer precipice bordering the river, 
the King cpuld watch his criminals b eing flu ng to their 
dea tb. The reaJ charm of the room h owever, was that 
it had been so designed tbat the damned up water fell 
over ~t at both .sides .like cQol green cur_tains that kept 
the a1r of the 1mpenal chamber plangently moist but 
fully dry. l o the centre of the room as though io auo. 
ment this pleasure in tbe endless play of running wai~r 
a marble fountain had been built. A simple inscrip­
tion marked tb e name of the architect who had design­
ed this engineering marvel. It was in P ersian reflecting 
the temperament of a race which m ore than a ny other 
has incorporated the spund and flow of running water 
into 1he daily pattern of their Jives. 

After we had left H yderabad, the next place we 
stopped at, was definitely Hindu in its style and con­
ception-Srisailam, an ancient complex of temples 
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painted ln while, percheLl like a .lligbj. of doves. at the 
heat! of a steep gorge through which the river Krishna 
rejuvena!ed by the TlWgabhadra makes its eastern 
extl. Shivuji bad rjtlden all the way across the fprested 
hump of Ule Deccan plateau 10 come and pray at this 
tem ple. lL was so remote from civilization !bat .in the 
early dawn, as Lhe sun began brettking across ridge 
after ridge of cres!ed forests and clouds. welcomed by 
the age old chantiug of Vedic hymns and tbe sound 
of temple bells. we tell 1hat we must be the only hu· 
man beings arotmd to witness. this daily miracle. 

A Lascivious King 
Far away below, a green thread! in a blue valley, 

the r iver Krishna was foaming irnpat.ienfi at being 
hemmed in by the slate grey rocks on either side. We 
could not see it from where we were standing, but a t 
the entrance p.f the gorge where it was at its narrowest, 
the SrjsaiJam dam was being buill. Jawabarlal Nehru 
wbp bad inaugurated the construction bad described 
it as one of the new temples of modern India. When we 
went down we could see why. Twenty thousand men 
and women were at work scooping put the mountain­
side it seemed almost with thel.f ba re hands, to build 
the 470 ft dam which will double the power respurces 
of the State. Three times,. the earthen dams that hold 
back the water so that the main dam side is. clear, 
have been washed away and three limes they have 
been re-built. The ferocity of the river Krishna is such 
that whole chunks of maspnary have been ~wept away 
legend does not lag behind in giving explana­
tions for the notoriety of the place. A King, il is 
said, was enamoured of his own daughter that he 
sought to force his attentions on her. She cried for 
help to Shiva who ~o.rned him into a. boulder of. 
greenish hue and cast .him dQ.wn till he sank into the 
furthes1 reaches of the river . True enough that parti­
cular spot is so deep lhat nobody bas yet been abJe to 
plumb its depths and the colgur of the water is a 
peculiar green reflecting 1he plight of the lascivious 
King. 

T he next day we drove along the areas which would 
be inundated by the water uplp lbe town of Kuruool 
The plains wh.ich were now dry and burnt to a grey 
blackness by; the sun would rake on a green covering 
of prosperity once the dam has been commissioned. 
E verything appeared to be sun-baked at present-the 
land, the people with their taut dark skins stretched 
over set bones, without a tint of colour in their 
clothes. even their teeth were stained black, the grim 
boulders scattered across the couutryside, and the 
stark vegeta tion. Every now and then weJ passed old 
fortresses that were scarcely distinguishable tram tbe 
granite ribs of the D eccan plateau, that stuck out in 
t~e most grotesque formations. We crossed the railway 
lme near Putuparthl which is .the last stop on the 
way to the Sai Baba's ·'Abode of Bliss". From the 
plains a more desolate and bleak place could not have 
been imagined and yet thousands o( devotees who 
flock to his retreat have spoken of the atmosphere of 

(conti11ued em page 15) 
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WORLD NEWS 
R USSJAN AID R EFUSED BY INDIA 

I NOLA'S month old Jao:lla Party G ovemment 
yesterday spurned a Soviet otTer of crcdic for expaJl­

sion of a pubuc sector steel mill. 
A Government statement said lndian engineers will 

build a cold rplling mill for the second stage of (he 
steel plant, located a t Bokaro iu Eastern India. 

The statement said au earlier proposal to import 
the rolling mill from the Soviet Union has been 
dropped. T he annvuncerueut came barely four days 
before an official visit of the Sovie t Foreign Minister. 
Mr. Gromyko. 

The Govenunent decision is in line with the Janatn 
Party's policy announcement that it would develop 
the nation~s economy as far as possible with its own 
resources. and that it would not be overdependent on 
any foreign nation for assistallCe. 

The Soviet Union offered a credit of roughly $450 
millions for tbe rolling mill three months ago. The 
Indira Gandhi Government. which was in power then, 
bad accepted the offer, but had not signed any 
contract. 

-The Guardian., April 21. 

SOVIET EXPERTS HELP AMIN'S KILLERS 
S OLDIERS of the Uganda Army who have man-

aged to escape into neighbouring countries in recent 
weeks says that Russian security experts are now 
working in President ldi Amin's State R esearch Unit. 
which is alleged to be involved in many of the secret 
killings that have occurred in Uganda in recent years. 

lts head. Colonel Ali Toweli. has been named as 
one of Amin's chief executioners by prominent Ugan­
dan refugees who previpusly held high office in the 
Uganda admin istration. 

It is possible that these inst't'uctors might be East 
Germans or come from ~ther East European countries, 
but the soldiers do not distinguish between Russians 
and others cpming from Soviet bloc countries. 

They confirm that a number of Palestinians are 
also employed io the unit. But they dismiss as entirely 
inaccurate recent reports about Cuban military ins­
tuctors or troops being in Uganda. 

The soldiers say that over 100 Soviet jnstructors 
are training the Ugandian Army in the use of tanks, 
missiles and artillery. 

They believe tha t there are between two and four 
squadrons of M iG-21 s at the air base of Nakasongola, 
70 mileS' north of Kampala. These are still flown by 
Russians and Palestinians since no Ugandans are yet 
qualified to fly these advanced planes. 

- The Observer, April 3. 

THE BATTLE AGAINST H UNGLISH 
E NGLiSH is enjoying an umivallcd vogue il1' Eastern 

Europe but its lates t illegitimate linguistic offspring 

- Hunglish- is being viewed with distaste by the 
H uuga rian <lulhoritics. 

President Giscard d 'Eslaing's tough administrative 
measures in France agu inst "Franglais" have struck 
a sympat hetic chord in the official and self-appointed 
guardians of linguistic purity in Hungary. 

l3ut since the ruling Communist Party has not yet 
deemed it advisable lo curb the popularity of English 
by t.lecrees, atlempts are be ing made by philologists and 
journalists 10 coumer the pre-eminence of English 
words ifl) science, culture and commerce. 

But th: treud is against them and, to judge by the 
wides pread use of English words in preference to per­
fectly adequate Hungarian expressions. Hunglish is 
here ~o stay. 

The use of English words is alleged to be a kind 
of status symbol of the educated elite andl the Buda­
pest newspaper Magyar Nemzet, which coined the 
words H uoglisb, bas urged radio and television "szpi­
lcers" (announcers). journalists and lecturers to be in 
the vansuard o[ the fight against Ibis linguistic mis­
alliance. 

The hardlioe news magazine Magyarorszag suggests 
that all foreign words, proper aod place names in­
cluded, should be spelt as pronounced in Hungarian 
which. if pursued to its logical conclusion, would 
reduce Shakespeare to "Sekszpir". 

Hunglish has made inroads intQ virtually every 
aspect of life "Teeuagers'' do their ''shopping" in the 
-·reasonable" Vaci-street" of Budapest. In the "super­
market" girls buy "szpre" (spray) perfume and! ''face 
cream" while their boyfriends purchase " after-shave" 
lotion and fashionable ''farmer" trousers Geans) 

There are '"hobby" shops and ''camping" stores, 
where Hungarians can stock up on ''bekon (bacon), 
'·jam", orange "juice" and '' lunchkrem (pate). 

In the evening, people go to a "driuk bar" for a 
little "dancingolas'' or buy a ''likkelt" (ticket) to a 
cinema. Theatregoers can choose between a "show'\ 
a ''musical" , or a "black cpmedy". Travellers taking 
a " flight" can while away th~ tedium of the journey 
with a "paperback'' until '' lunch'' when they might 
be served "bifsztek. 

In business ' ·marketing know-how··. and ''pubuc re­
lations" appear to have gained full acceptance, and 
the growing advertising industry is based entirely on 
Eng I ish expressions. 

The way a new sporting award was named and 
adjudicated earlier this month shows the uphill struggle 
facing the defenders of H ungary's unique Finno­
Ugrian tongue. 

The 1976 "Fair Play" prizes were decided by a 
"zsuri '' (jury) and the winners feted at a "party". A 
" futba ll" player and a ''ho lci" (ice-hockey) player were 
turned down because of their overuse of the "bodi­
check) and "faul'' (foul) in chamrionsh ip " meccs" 
(matches). 

- The Times, April 16. 
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Freedom First 

l>JI LAS' COUSIN ARRESTED 

A cousin of Milovau Djila~. Yugoslavia's leading 
dissident, has bl!en arrested and indicted for ''hos­

\ik propaganda,'' and Mr. Djilas has been accused in 
the controlled press here or being a '·provocateur" in 
the pay o[ foreig11 powers. 

Friends of tho: Djilas family said it appears that 
President Tito's gowrnmeut is preparing a new cam­
paign against Mr. Djilas, who, when vice-president 
of Yugoslavia, wa!. coru.idered President Tilo's possible 
successor. 

The arrest of Mr. Ojilas·s cousin Vitomir Djilas 
occurred March 14 in Titograd, and he was indicted 
last week. The 41-ycar-old lawyer was arrested because 
of an unpublished letter he hacL written to the editor 
of Politika, a Belgrade daily newspaper. A copy of 
the letter was seized from his desk by police arresiing 
him, and part of it waSI quoted in the indictment. 

lo it, Mr. Djilas wrote : ··1 am interested in know­
ing whether we in Yugoslavia can also fight for 
democratic spciety [truly democratic]. whether there 
~ now the possibility of free speech and freedom of 
the press here, or dpes fear of arrests and repression 
&till exist ?" 

His conviction on charges of violatiug the Crimi,o.al 
Code's Article 11 8, which prphibits ''hostile propa­
ganda," could bring seven years or more of imprison­
ment. Several hundred Yugosla ves are currently beli­
eved to be imprisoned on such charges. 

- lnternati011al Herald Tribune, April 13. 

JAPAN UNITED AGAINST 'SOVIET BULLY' 

J APANES£ Communist today joined cpnservatives 
in condemning Moscow for a new breakdown in 

negotiations over fishing agreements, which bas stopped 
Japanese fishing operations within the Soviet Union's 
recently imposed 200-mile coastal zone. Leading news­
papers voiced national indignation by caJling Russia 
a ''big power bully''. 

Anti-Soviet emotions began to build up in Japan 
today7 when Mr. Zenko Suzuki, the Japanese Minister 
for Fisheries. returned to Tokyo from Moscow and 
declared that his second round of talks on an interim 
Russo-Japanese fishing agrcemeu' had ended in dead­
lock. 

Mr. Suzuki told journalists that agreemen.t had been 
reached on all other articles of the do<:umeot. But the 
negotiations had collapsed because his Soviet counter­
part, Mr. Alexander lshkov, had insisted that the 
disputed islands, north of Hokkaido, should be de· 
liuea ted as Soviet territpry. Japan had refused to 
accept Lite demand which would prejudice Tokyo's 
30-year-old claim to the territory, Mr. Suzuki said. 

Commenting on the controversy today, the Japan 
Times warned the Soviet Union that all political par­
ties will meet nex t week to form a national consensus. 
''With the Upper House elections less than three 
months away there is little chance that this political 
unity will be broken. The Soviets face the prospects 
ol:l ha ving the election turn into an anti-Russian field 
day . . . if aU else fails to turn t he Soviet Union away 
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fmm their territorial blackmail," the paper declared. 
The measure of r~sentment was reflected again to­

day when Mr. Kenj~ Miyamoto, the chairman of the 
Japan Communist Party who recently attempted fo 
patch UJ1 his party 's 10-year-old ideological feud with 
Moscow, condemned the Soviet Union and supported 
the conserva tive Government's. stand on the issue. In­
sisting that the four islands were indeed Japanese 
territory. Mr. Miyamoto declared that Moscow was 
totally to blame for the deadlock in the fishing agree-
ment. 

-The Times, April 18. 

l\10ZA1\1U1QlJE TERROR CAMPS 
R EFUGEES a rriving in Lisbpn from Mozambique 

have cl<timed that up to 100,000 people are being 
held in detention camps throughout the country. 

They say that men, women and children a re made 
to undergo a " re-education" programme involving 
forced labour in intolerable conditions. Beatings of 
those who refuse work and the raPQ of women pri­
soners are commonplace, t hey claim. Severa l cases of 
murder by guards have also been repprted. 
~he flood ot refugees fleeing from the former col!)ny 

dur111g the traumatic deconoJisation process in 1975 
has become a trickle of escapees, mostly youngmen, 
who have escaped from the camps and pris!)ns of tbe 
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French regime. Those who reach Beira, M aputo, or 
South Africa are helped by the Portuguese consular 
outhorities. who provkle them witb the airfare to 
Portugal if they have a reasonable claim to Por tuguese 
nationality. . 

They have been joined this week by tbe first of 
thousands of free Portuguese nationals who are expected 
to a rrive in Portugal, after being ordered to leave 
Mozambique within rwo months by President M achel. 

The escapees have now 11amed more than 20 camps 
in various parts of the country. The biggest, accordjug 
to their reports, conta in up to 10,000 prisoners and 
include bast) Gugunhana and base cet\tral in the pro­
vince of Niassa; Nhangau in Manifa: Centro-Pilooto 
in Cabo Delgado; and Milanj~ iu Zambezia, where 
up to 10,000 Jehovah's Witnesses a re said to be held. 

The refugees say that arrest and internment follow 
automatically any act which suggests lack of entbu­
s ia ism or interest in FreUmo, such as failing to attend 
revolutionary classes a t high school. unwillingness to 
enlist, o r refusing to sleep with a Frelimp soldier . 
" There are many people in the camps who do not 
know why they are there;• said one. " In some you 
can find the entire population of a, village where in 
an• escaped prisoner has been sheltered.'' 

·•Re-education.'' the ref ugees say, consists of work 
from dawn to nightfall. usually digging latrines aJY~ 
cutting trees. This is interrupted once. sometimes 
twice. by an elementary meal and is follpwed by a 
session of revolutionary songs and speeches organjsed 
by camp personnel. There js seldom more than three 
or four hours for proper sleep, they say, and no 
shelter or:1 blankets except in some camps where pri­
soners have built rudimentary wooden huts. 

The camps are open, but surrounded by jungle or 
bush. Escape is theoretically possible but risky. 'The 
real problem is the guards," said lldo Vegas. a 21-
year-old student who was moved between four camps 
before escaping tp Maputo. 

"There is no rule of law- the guards are all-powerful 
and do so as they please. They have no sense pf res­
ponsibility to the prisoners. 1 havt} seen guards rape 
women several times. O nce I saw they baypnet a g irl 
to death afterwards." 

"Anolher time I was on the way 'lo a differellt 
camp with 60 o ther prisoners. We wanted tp stop 
beside a lake to wash for the first time .in months. 
They stopped instead by the river furJher along, which 
was full o£ crocodiles. They forced some of the men 
into the water and oue was attacked and drowned 
before he could get out." 

Typical punishmeuts for " insulting" 'guards or failing 
to work involve being spreadeagled on the ground 
and beaten, hung by the feet from trees, and being 
forced to dig boles endlessly, 

D eath from exhaustion. tetanus, snake bites . and 
fever is common. lhe refugees say. Few of the ca mps 
have medical facilities and sick prisoners a re taken 
by truck lo the nearest hospital usually wht!n ii is 
too late. 

Most of the rrisoners are black and of mixed race. 

Freedom First 

the reports say. But rl!cent arrivals say that there are 
a lso many whiles and estima te the uurober of Por­
tuguese nat ioatU!s ut more than a thousand. 

- The Guardian. April 2. 

SOVIETS DENOUNCE "DR. Z HIV AGO"' 
T HE Kremlin, which dictates taste to 260 mill ion 

persons. now has acted to censor the selection of 
Olms shown at the U.S. Embassy and homes o( U.S. 
diplomats here. 

A strong worded protest was handed tg U.S. poli­
tical counselor William Drown yesterday charging that 
··o octpr Zbivago" and '·The Girl From Petrovka'' 
were slanderous of the Sovier UniO-lll and tbeir show­
ing here wi\h some Russians present, wa!i prpvocativc 
and incompatible with friendly relations. 

Mr. Brown went back to the Foreign Ministry 
today en orders from Ambassador Malcom Toon 
and rejected the Soviet note as "an unwarranted in­
trusion in the internal affairs of the U.S·. Embassy." 
it is understood. 

The. U.S. objections were ddiberately mimcldng 
the recent Soviet complaint that Carter administration 
human·-rights efforts were unacceptable interference in 
Soviet internal affairs. 

They also refl ected the embass.:; belief that the Krem­
lin was acting sophomorically. U.S. diplomats will re­
m nin fre~ to invite whom they wish to view movies and 
the Soviet Uuion can bar the door to its cii izens, it 
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Freedom Fi·rst 

was said. if it fears for the security of the sta te be­
cause a few Russians see ·'Doctor Zhivago." 

The Soviet no·te claimed that the films ''crudely fa lsi­
fied Soviet history and the life' of Soviet people in a 
de liberately tendentious and slanderous manner.' ' and 
that ·the ·•act of showing them. not to speak of' invit­
illg Soviet officials, was frankly provocatory." It then 
called fpr a s.top to showing such films because such 
actiOil was not compatible with friendly relations. 

"Doctor Zhivago" had been shown here soon afte r 
its release-but only private ly. for scme of the elite. 
The Soviet public never saw it. 

-International Herald Tribune. April 16. 

KISSINGER WARNING ON ZAIRE INVASION 
M R: Henry !<issinger has given ~ cha~acteristic .war­

rung that if what he call& the mvas10n of Zatre is 
"supinely accepted by the international community, 
sooner or later even(s will get out of control." 

The former Secretary of State, giving his ·first publ ic 
speech since his departure from office, took the op­
portunity of a lecture al Georgetown Universi t:Y last 
night to deliver a not too subtle homily to the Carter 

• 
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administration about its handling of foreign policy. 
But Dr. Kissinger was bluntest! about " irresponsible 

and dangerous'' Soviet involvement in the ZaireJ affair. 
He declared with refere1Jce to the incursion of Ka­

tanga ns from Angola : ''It is clear tba.t the attack 
took place across a sovereign border from a country 
in which the GovernmenL was installed by Soviet arms 
and the military personnel of a Soviet client staie. 

''I t could not have taken place-and it cpuld not 
continue-without the material suppprt or acquies­
cence of the Soviet Union, whether or not Cuban 
troops a re preseut. Such irresponsible acts set a dange­
rous precedent. 

' 'If all African problems are W. be s.etl.led hereafter 
by radical means with weapons brough t in from out­
side. a catastrophic race war in southern Africa will 
become more aud more likely with profound impli­
cations for us both at horne and around the world. If 
attacks across sovereign borders are supinely . accepted 
by the international community, sooner or later events 
will get out of control." he stated. 
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Letiers 
ESSENTIAL FIRST STEPS 

Aflcr the!j epoch-making v1ctory o( democracy 
in ludia our thoughts shoultl immediately turn to 
eusure the s urvival of democracy in the couutry and 
a way of life where (l!ar anc.L iuturudalion would never 
agam stalk lbe people iu Lhe land of Gandbiji. 

Some urgent steps have to be taken. First, we must 
undP: 'Samachar'. The 11ame itseJI has acquired a 
Goebelsian stink 111 its short life. h tried to brain-wash 
l mlia's teeming milllons and to regimentltldia's million­
faceted Life thrpugh control of the printed word. Res­
ponsible, competmg news agencies are a must for in­
terming and educating public-opinion in a healthy 
democracy. 

Further, for a wide djssemination of reliable news 
the interest of small newspapers throughout the coull­
try, bolh in English and in the region,allanguages, must 
be protected. News must be made available to them 
at rates well w1thin their reach and they must be 
encouraged to reflect the immense diversity of lndia. 
For, they are the very lungs of dem9cracy. 

lL must be remembered that infinjte variety is the 
baU-mark of the, Divine, of the infinite itself. India's 
immense variety is an eloquent example. Uni-direc­
tio•lal regimentation and coercion, which appear to be 
eff:ctive and ''piogressive", are antinature and lead 
only to imbalance aod boredom, because life then 
ceases tQ be meaningful. Western civilisation is slowly 
finding this cut at its cosL We mus~ get back quickly 
to a well orchestrated system of news distribution. 
There is no place tor mpnopoly here. 

The next step is to convert the migb~y iustrumenls 
of mass media into autonomous bodies where they do 
not have to be the mouthpiece of Ministers and t.bo 
ruling party. All l11dia Radip. Doocdarshan and the 
Films Division must be freed from Government control 
if we are serious about building up democratic insti­
tutions in the country, Together they wield immense 
power which must not be wilh the government. 

But this is not enough. Their leadership musd no.~ be 
drawn from bureaucrats aud politicians. 11 must not 
be (armed out as prizes for services rendered. 1t must 
be entrusted to independent men who have proved 
their mettle in public affairs and have won the esteem 
and affecUon of the people. Men who have concerned 
themselves with values, with the ideals of citizenship 
and who steadily hold the eternal verities as their 
guiding star and uol what is politic or expedient for V1e 
moment. 

F111ally. the sanctity of the rule of Jaw must at once 
be restored; all fetters removed; the judiciary restored 
to ils pri~>line streugth. Let it never bt: !.lighted again amJ 
hell\ in derision for there 1s nothing higher than the 
rule of law in a civilis,•LI society. None is above the 

law: no Prime Mi1tisler; not even God ! The rule of 
Jaw is rooted in the Divine. 

Jayaprakasb mu~t give the call himself. if be believes 
iu this, <tnd get it tmplemented through th~ Janala 
Gove rnment lmplementaLion of these measures alone 
will gi\e credibtlity and establish the booalides of the 
new Government. 

"God, give us Men! A time Jike this demands. 
'J all Men, sun-crowned, who rise. 
Anu live above Ute fog of immediacy ." 

01NSHAH K. MALEGAMVALA 

April J J. 

ELECTIONS 1977 

lodia is a land of miracles. Like a materialization 
act of some Baba the Janata Party materialized a 
sweepi1.g miraculous victory. 1 and my friends had 
pored over the various big books on lnctian Elections. 
We discussed the caste factor, the religious factors, Jack 
of grass root organization, lack of resources, the vari9us 
percentages and had drawn sQrne scienlific conclusions. 
As the results began to cpm~ we began to reject our 
conclusions. Not a single cpnclusiou proved correcl. 

Let it be remembered that the victory has beeo won 
on a protest vote. As taJes of misdeeds and terrorism 
practised during the emergency! began to come before 
the public i.l created a feeling of disguslt and hatred. 

I am really sorry that the excesses committed under 
the name of Family Planning Campaign has earned a 
bad name for a. very important and absolutely neces­
sary programme of poptl.lation cont.rol. I am surct the 
Janata Party will carry it on with vigour. 

One o~ the sorry facts on the Janata side was the 
introduclipn of the religious beads as campaigners. 
As Ulings stand the Janata Party will have Lo pay 
tho price for his jndiscrelion. It may be an exaggera­
tjon but 1 put it in the caJegory of the Khilafat mistake 
in India politics. 

So the Parliamentary Elections are over and the 
drums of Stale legislature elections ha ve begun to beat. 

Congress is finding il hard lo get candidates LQ take 
Its ticket. The crowd which gathered at the Cpngress 
doors has moved to the Janata doors. 

Pepple are not so keen about these elections as they 
are about lhe performance of the new Government 

1 hope the 1977 e lectio11S will be kepQ in mind by 
the powers !hat be. People are not going to tolerate 
the old game and they have realised their power to 
teach lessons lo their masters. Let there be uo mistake 
.1bout it. 

N. c. ZAM!NDAR 
Arril 4. 
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Fr(JC(lom First }unc 1977 

HOW THE PEOPLE REALLY VOTED- M. R . Masani 
(cun.litwed fwm page 1) 

U.P. and a ti(th of the seats from Bihar. Similarly, 
the Jauata Party, wltich was decimated . in the South 
equally unfajrJy, sboultl have got a fatr number o( 
scats from Andhra Pradesh and K arnataka, and we 
would have had a more balanced and representa tive 
Lok Sabhu. 

· On the basis of trus distorted Vole-Seal rat:io, 
va rious conclusions have been drawn. Some of these 
have beeo in connection w.i th the a rgumc.:nt as to 
whether or not the Acting President wa!> justified in 
signing the Proclamation dissolvi?g the Sta~c; Assemb­
lies in nine States, An equally 1mportant tssue, bow­
ever. is that of the North versus lbc South. It is true 
that the present Parltameot presents the unfortunate 
spectacle of almost all members from the North bemg 
on the Government benches, whlle almost alh the 
members from the South arc to be found in Opposi­
tion. Such a develo1)ment is bad for: tbe unity of tJ1e 
country. Let it, however, be clearly said that this is 
not the faul t of the people of India but of the electoral 
system we have adopted from the British. This•is gene­
rally described as ' '.nrst past the post''. While in Britain 
it bas of.ten distorte9 the will of the electorate, in 
India ever since Independence it ha& been an uumiti­
gated disaster and a blight on our young democracy. 

British System- A Disaster 
The British electoral system has enabled a minority 

party, t he Congress Party, which has ever &ince 1950 
failed to get more than 48 percent o.fi the votes polled 
in any Parliamentary election, to get fictitious parlia­
mentary majorities. which it has misused 1o enact no 
less than forty-two Amendments to the C9nstitutioo 
including the infamous 24th , 25th a nd 42nd Amend­

.ments, which have sought to destroy the Fundamental 
Rights of the citizen and the Rule of Law. 

1t has now cre~ted an a ltogether artificial barrier 
between North and South. Until later elections mitigate 
this clistortion. a ll tha l can be done is to show the 
greatest care in avoiding anything whicJ1 might appear 
to weaken States Rights or to destroy the\ autonomy 
of the States under our Federal Con.s~itution. The 
other thing is to go easy with the language issue and 
esche.w anything which may be considered an attempt 
to impose the Hindi language on the South. 

It is time we u,pw turn to consider .(he electoral 
system which has Jed to these distortions and to the 
unfounded assumptions which are based on them. To 
me it has a lways been a matter of deep regret that 
we failed to gel some system of Propprt.ional R eprc­
sentat.ioo embodied in our ConstituJion. A move I 
had made in that direction in the Constituent Assembly 
was opposed by leaders of t he Congress Party to 
which I then belonged. Now the chickell!l have come 
home to roost. 

JP"s Committee 
The Committee on Electo~:-al R eform appointed by 

my friend Jayaprakash Narayan on behalf of the 
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Citizens for D emocracy has in its R eport, which was 
publish~d in February 1975, well before the present 
elections, some interesting tuings to say ou the subject. 
The Committee consisted of Mr. E ric da Costa, 
Mr. V. M. Tarkunde, Mr. P. G. Maval.ankar~ M .P., 
Mr. A. G. Nooranj, Prof. K. D. Desai and myself. 

The Committee was 
··impressed by the near unanimity of opinion .on 
the basic premise that the present system of elecuon 
pf ·first past the post' does no1 lead to a fair refte:c­
tion of the popular will in the legislatures. On this 
point' opin iou is fairly unarumous, and, indeed. the 
tigures c ited in the successive reports of the Elec­
tion Commissioners prove iL 
What grave proportions. the seat-vote distortion bas 

reached in India is shown by the fpUowing figures in 
the Committee's R eport, the figures being the percent­
age of Congress seats with the percentage of Congress 
votes in brackets :- 1952- 74.4% (45 %); 1957-75.1% 
(47.4%); J962-73 <y0 (44.7~~); 1:967- 54.4% (40.9% ) 
1971--67.9% (43.5% ). 
In the light of this, the Committee went on to observe : 

"The objections to these distortions are not academic 
or abstracl, They have led to concrete evils and have 
created a situation where there is danger of people 
losing faith in democratic institutions and the elec­
toal process. Such a situation is generating large scale 
populat' a lienation and apathy". 
In the end, the Committee suggested an altemative 

system based on the West German sys.tem, which is 
described as a "mixed system". ll. provides for the elec­
tion of one-half of the members of tb~ Bundestag by 
single member constituencies on the model prevailing 
in lndla, and the remainmg half of the members gf the 
Bundes.tag from lists of candidates submitted in advance 
of polling by the various recogrused parties in such a 
way that the Bundestag as a whole fairly represents the 
voting strenglh of the various parties and groups. 

A formula which the Committee commended for 
si.udy as a desirable alternative to the present law on 
the subjec' runs as foJiows : 

·• I . The cpuntry would remain divided into single 
member constituencies, both for Parliament and the 
State Assemblies, as a t presen!. As at present, can­
didates of political parties and independent candi­
dates can stand for electipn. The po!Ung would (ake 
place as al present 
2, Any candidate with more than 50 per cenl of 
the valid votes in .the constituency would be decla red 
elected. 
3. Where no canwdate gets an absolute majority of 
the votes polled, the seat allotted to that constituency 
will not be filled as a result of l his direct election. 
4. Before the day of polling, each recpgnised party 
will be asked to submit a list of its candidates in order 
of preferences statewise for the Lok Sabha and dis­
tric~wise for the State Assembly, which WQuld be 
publicised in advance of pplling. 
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5. All seats which are not filled by direct election 
will, after polling, be distributed. Statewise in the 
case of Parlinmeut. Districtwise in the case of a 
Stale Assembly. among the various parties iu such 
manner that the total number of searts they get in 
the Lok Sabha o r in the State A ssembly, as the 
case may be, a re iu proportion to the valid. voles 
polled by each of them. Th is would be done by 
declaring elected as many members from the top o{ 
each party list as will result. as in West Germany, 
in the total strength of each par ty, inc luding directly 
elected members as weU as these elected from t he 
Lists, being roughly proportionate tp the votes 
polled by each party, including those polled by its 
successful candidates". 

The Pendulum Swings 
It is to be hoped that'those in authority today who 

have, for a change. benefited from the present system 
on this occasion will avoid the temptation to cling to it • 
as h.ad the Congress Party during earlier years. The 
Cougress Party would have done better and the J anata 
and CFD combination not so well in: the elections! of 
March 1977 if they had accepted Proportiona l R epre­
senta tion. 

In these matters the pendulum swings and if elec­
toral reform on IJ1e lines recommended by the Com­
mittee on Electoral Reform appointed by Jayaprakasb 
Na rayan is not introduced, the day m ay cpme when 
those in office will regret their folly. It is therefore 
suggested that the. Report of the Committee b e care­
fully examined by the Government of the day and by 
members of Pa rliament of all parlies. It is essential 
that we work ou! a system of election where the vote 
cast by a voter has equal value with those cast by 
others and that millions of voters. both in the North 
and the South, are not c ruelly disfranchised, as has 
happened in the recent Padiamenlary elections bf 1 

March 1977. 

DRIVING ACROSS THE DECCAN 
(oonti1111ed from page B) 

serenity that surrounds the place. If we give credence 
to even a Quarter of what is said about him he seems 
most like Gray's desert flower blooming unseen in the 
most inaccessible of places and ye! spreading his influ­
ence far and wide. 

By the time we reached Bangalore in the evening it 
a opeared to us like an oasis of light and freshness. 
Trees in a profusion of green. hinting at the colour 
that would soon be spilling out in all their spring 
b~uty of reds and purples and pinks, seemed to live 
uo to their reputation of making Bangalore1 a garden 
city. The major part of the jpurney was over. Now we 
would be wandering over the more prosperous areas 
of Mysore dotted with temples, H alebid . Belur. H ampi. 
like discarded gems from a more glillering past and 
covered with lush green fo rests of golden bamboo and 
silent 1eak. The aucient Kin!!dom of Vijavanagaram. 
the- more recenl baltlt:lieds of Tippu Sultan lay waif­
ing for us. At 'Bang.a lorc, tir ed. but expectant, we 
paused fo r a moment in the tracks of our southe m 
Odyssey. 
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WITH MANY VOICES 
"The deep 

Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends, 
'Tis not- too late to seek a newer world." 

--TennysOil 

M r. Carter is being true to his system : Mr. Brezbnev, am more concerned about my place ja history. 
in rejecting all crHicism. to h is. - Mr. Bhurto quoted in t he Statesman. April 24. 

- Tile Economist, April 9. 

Weapons and wars are not chickens and eggs : wars 
cause weapons, not the other way round. 

-The Economist, April 9. 

As most non:elected rulers have discovered , there 
is no middle way between democracy and authorita-
rianism. 

- TI1e Economist, April 9. 

His country's image abroad would be more favour­
able if Germany were the size of Luxembourg, and 
its pas~ did not include Hitler and Auschwitz. 

-Chancellor H. s:bmidt in .the Economist, April 9. 

Marxism has failed in l ndia, The Communists should 
now search for another c9untry. 
- Mr. Subramaniam Sw.amy, MP, quoted in the 
Stalesman, April 24. 

One cannot simultaneously be a Christian and a 
Marxist. 

- Pppe. Paul quoted in the Statesnum. April 24. 

We all agree that pessimism is a mark of superior 
intellect. 
- Professor J . K. GalbraWl qnoted in 1he Statesmm1. 
April 24. 

Women political leaders are not dging well at the No word in the vocabulary has been debas.ed and 
moment. abusec£ as democracy. 

-Mr. Greville Janner, MP in Observer, March 27. - Lord Showcross quoted ln the Observer, April 24. 

There are three hpuses of the Indian Parliament : 
Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabba and Jaslok Sabha. 

-Editor's page, !Uustrated Weekly, April 7. 

What the helJ is the office of Prime Minister? I 
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People who are anti-dog are. anti-sex. 
- Jully Cooper quo1ed in the Observer, April 24. 

A gopd Indian is generally at least half-an-hour 
la'(:e for any ap pointment. and is generally quite in­
dignant if the fact of his lateness is pointed out to 
him. 

- Opinion, May 10. 

Trouble explodes all around Mr. Andrew Young 
as round a drunkard wandering . about a minefield . 

- EcHtorial in Daily Telegr(fph, May 9. 

It is good to have one Birla for every situation. 
- Editorial in National Herald, April 29. 

What is it that is missing in one's character that 
makes men behave like ra ts ? 
- Mr. Geprge Fernandes quoted in the Statesman, 
April 24. 

When in doubl hold a summit. 
- John Palmer in The Guardian, May 6. 
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