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THE BROADCASTING MONOLITH

Mehra

What a relief it is to be able to write about
broadcasting without having to argue the case for
autonomy and freedom from the control of the
Government. By now it would seem that everybody
is agreed that we must fall in line with other demo-
cratic societies and devise a system of broadcasting
which is independent, vet accountable. The Work-
ing Group on Autonomy for Akashvani and Door-
darshan which submitted its report early in March
has provided a scheme which is as good as any to
build on and it is essential that evervone interested
in broadcasting should give full support to the re-
commendation to establish immediately an indepen-
dent, autonomous, National Broadcast Trust. (NBT)

There are different opinions about some of the
suggestions regarding the structure of the future
system but the debate on such matters need not hold
up the transfer of control from the government to
the Trust. As the government is committed to the
freedom of all media of information and communica-
tion and itself appointed the working group there
is no reason to doubt that it will act on the recom-
mendation if the public is sufficiently vociferous in
its support. But if the battle for autonomy has
been almost won another battle is just beginning,
the battle against a broadcasting monopoly. The
arguments for autoromv and against state control of
broadcasting seemed obvious to many of us but had
to be repeated over and over again in diverse forms:
so it will have to be with the argument against
monovoly. As the working group has, unfortunately,
decided "in favour of monopoly it is all the more
necessary to take up the question in every forum
available for discussion.

The objection taken in some quarters to the

reported remarks of Mr. Chandra Sekhar at the
inanguration on 8th April of the national con-
vention of the Programme Staff Association of All
India Radio is, I think. based on a misunderstanding
of his meaning. His doubts about whether, in our
political and social conditions, the grant of autonomy
to the broadcasting services would, in fact, result in
any substantial change in the attitude of the Gov-
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ernment and the behaviour of the Trustees and stafl
of the NBT, are shared by many of us. A number
of conventions will have to be established over a
period of years which would prevent Government
and Parliament from interfering in the day to day
work of the NBT and which would encourage the
Trustees to assert their legal and constitutional rights
to run the broadcasting service in the spirit of the
Charter.

The recognition that full autonomy can only be
ensured in a favourable political, ideological “and
psychological climate does not mean that such auto-
nomy should not be granted immediately. The
sooner we start the process of adjustment and under-
standing needed for success in this field, the earlier
we shall achieve it.

Why should we oppose a broadcasting mono-
poly?  Firstly, there is the question of administra-
tive convenience and efficiency. All organisations
become unwieldy beyond a certain point in their
development. AIR, in my opinion, based on experi-
ence of working in it, passed this point some time
ago. Yet, it is suggested by the working group that,
for reasons of economy and convenience, the NBT
should control all the 780 transmitters, 500 and more
operating radio stations, and whatever number of
TV stations may come up in the next few vears. I

(Continued on page 13)
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