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GEET A DOCTOR 

THE BROADCASTING MONOLITH 
Mehra Masani 

What a relief it is to be able to write about 
broadcasting without having to argue the case for 
autonom\· and freedom from the control oF the 
Government. By now it would seem that everyboclv 
is agreed that we must fall in line with other demo­
cratic societies and devise a system of broadcasting 
which is independent, yet accountable. The Work­
ing Gro11p on Antonomy for Akashvani and Door­
dm·shan which snbmitted its report early in ?\ 'larch 
has nrovided a scheme which is as good as any to 
build on and it is essential that evervon e interested 
in broadcasting should give full supi1ort to the re­
comrnemlation to establish immediately an indepen­
dent, autonomous, National Broadcast Trnst. (NBT) 

There are different op{nions about some of th e 
suggestions regarding the structure of th e futur fl 
system but the debate on such matters need not holcl 
up the transfer of control from th e government to 
the Trust. As the government is committed to the 
freedom of all media of information and communica­
tion and itself appointed th e working group there 
is no reason to doubt that it will act on the recom­
mendation if the public is sufficiently vociferons i11 
its support. But if the battle for autonomv has 
been -almost won another battle is just beginning, 
the battle against a broadcasting mo nopoly. The 
arguments for autormnv and against state control of 
broadcasting seemed obvious to many of ns but had 
to be repeated over and over again in diverse forms; 
so it will haw to be with the argument against 
monocoly. As the working group has , unfortunately , 
decided in favour of monopoly it is all the more 
necessary to take np the question in every forum 
available for discussion. 

The objection taken in some quarters to the 
repor'ed remarks of Mr. Chandra Sekhar at the 
i nam~n ratin n on 8th April of the national con­
vention of the Programrne Staff Association of All 
India Rad.io is, I think based on a misunderstancbna 
of his meaning . His doubts about whether, in ou~ 
political and social conditions , the grant of autonomy 
to the broadcastin~ services would, in fact, rf's ult i;1 
<lilY substantial change in th e attit11cle of the Gov-

ernment and th e behaviom of the Trustees clnd staff 
of the NBT, are shared by many of us . A number 
of conventions will have to be es tablished over a 
period of years which would prevent Government 
and Parliament from interfering in the clay to day 
work of the NBT and which would encourage the 
Trnstees to assert their legal and constitutional rights 
to run the broadcas ting service in the spirit of the 
Charter. 

The recognition that full autonomy can only be 
ensured in a favomable political, ideological and 
psychological climate does not mean that such auto­
nomy should not be grunted immediately. The 
sooner we start the process of adit.1stment and under­
standing needed for Sl1ccess in this Held. th e earlier 
we shall achieve it. · 

\Vhy should we oppose a broadcasting mono­
pol:? Firstly. there is the question of administra­
tive convenience and efficiencv. All organisations 
become unwieldy beyond a certain point .in th eir 
development. AIH, in my opinion , based on experi­
ence of working in it, passed this point some time 
<~go . Yet, it i~ suggested bv the woi·king group that, 
for reasons of economy and convenience, the NBT 
should control all the 780 transmitters, 500 and more 
onerating radio stations, an d whatever n11mber of 
TV stations mav come up in th e next few years. I 
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THE BROADCASTING MOI\OLITH
Mehra Masani

What rr relief it is to be able to write about
[rr'oirdcrrstinq s'ithorrt having to irlgtre the case for
autonomv ancl freedom from the control of the
Govelnmcut. By' now it would seem that everybotlv
is agreed that we mtrst fall in line with other demo-
cratic .societies and devise a system of broadcasting
which is independent, yet accountable. The Work-
ing Groulr on^ Autonomy for Akashvani and Door-
da"rshan ri'l,ictt strbmitted its report early in March
has nrovided a scheme which is as good as ar)y to
build on and it is essential that evelvone interested
in broadcasting should give full strpnort to the re-
commendation to establish immediately an indepen-
dent, autonomous, National Broadcast Trust. (NBT)

There are difierent opinions about some of ther
suggestions regarding tlre strtrctule of the ftttttre
svstem but the debate on such matters need not holcl
up the transfer of control from the government to
tlie Trust. As the government is committed to the
freedom of all media of information and commttt.lic:r-
tion and itself appoir-rted the working grotrp there
is no reason to doubt that it will act on the recom-
mendation if the prrblie is sufficiently vociferous irr
its support. Brrt 'il' I Ire llattle for itr ttottomr' lrrts
been ahnost wolr irnother battle is just begirrning,
the battle ngainst a broadcastir.rg rnouopoly. The
arguments for autorornv atrd against state control of
broadcasting seemed obvious to many of us but hacl
to be repeated over and over again in diverse forms;
so it will have to be with the argument against
mononoly. As the wolking group has, unfortunately,
decided 'irr favorrr of monorroly it is all the more
necessary to take up the question in every fortrm
available fol discrrssion.

The objection taken in some quarters to the
reporred remarks of lr.lr. Charrdra Sekhtrr at the
ittAttrltrratirln orr 8th April of the rratjonal con-
ventiou of the Progranrme Staff Association of All
India Radio is, I think. based orr ir misurrderst:urdirrg
of his meaning. His doubts aborrl whether, in oriil
political and social conditions, tl,.e grant of autonoml,
to tlre broaclcastinq services s'ould, in fact. result iir
irnv srrbstantial chitnge in the attitrrcle of the Gor.-

ernment and the 
.behaviour of the Trustees and staff

of the NBT, are shared by many of us. A number
of conventions will have io be 

-established 
over a

period of years which would prevent Government
and Parliarirent from irrterfering in the day to day
work of the NBT and u'hich ivould encourage the
Tmstees to irssert their legal and constitutional rights
to mn the broadcastirrg service irr the spirit of the
Charter.

The recognition tlrat full irutonomy can only be
ensured in a favorrrable political, ideological and
psychological climate does irot meAr-l that such atrto-
nomy should not be grrurted immediately. The
sooner we start the process of adiustrnent and under-
stlnding needed for srrccess in tlris fteld, the earlier
rve shall achieve it.

. ]VhV shotrld we opf)ose a broaclcasting mono-
polr'? Firstlv. there is- the questiorr of adirinistra-
tive convenience and efficiencv. All organisatior-rs
become unwieldy beyond :r cert:rin poini in their'
development. AIR, irr my opinion, baied on experi-
ence of wotking in it, prrssed this point some time
ago. Yet, it is suggested bv the working group that,
for rcasorts of econonrv irrrrl , orrvenieuce, the NBT
shotrlcl control lll thrr 7lJ0 trarisrtritters, 500 and morc"
oDerating radio str,rtiorrs, and rvhatever ntrmber crf
TV stations mav come trp in the next few years.
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FRANKLV SPEAKTIIG ....
66 Operation Blue ltfountain "

Well! Well! Welll who wotrld have suspectecl
that our past Pt'ir.ue lrlinistcr.s particrrlarlv .st rch
progressivei as Parrclit Neltru artd lris clatrghter ltacl
lhe lrragmatism irr thetn to plircc tlre cotttttr\,'s sectt-
rity before their icleol<lgicul pledilectiotrs. ancl colla-
borate with tlrat irtterrratiortrtl bogel'ntarr, the Cerrtral
Iutelligence Agcncy' (ttrtlre aflectiortat-elv ktrorvtr. lr1'

its rtcr:onymn thc CIr\), t() snoop olt wltrtt orrr "(lhirri
bhais" rvere rrpto in tltt'ir ttrtcleitl gi-lnlc's irt I..o11 Nor'

"Operatioir l3ltrc I\lotrrrtitirr" rvlriclr is hou' tlte
CBI-CIA joint veuture to plurit it plutorritrm device
orr Nrurdti Kot rvas christerrecl, lracl all tlrc clcrnetrts
of an Alistair Nlaclcan tlrrillcr. Jtrst irnirgirrt'. ltight
under our vcr)'ltoses, rvas beirrg rlrr:tcted il cilpcr
rvhich failecl tlvice rvlrcrr Nelrrtt atrcl Sltstri rvcrc tlt
the helur aucl becarne tlrird titrrc strccessfrrl rvlretr
tr,Irs Ganclhi rvas Prime I\linister. Notltirrg \vt'()llg
rvith rvhat she clid ol lrretlittecl. lt is trntireh'irr
keenirrs with otrr ancierrI trirditiorr. After all. dicl rrot
Cha'nakva advise Charrclragtrpta that oul clremy's
enemv is ut-t. frieud?

As fol the lioll' Gauga turning llrditr'actir e. for
the last thilteen -"-ears milliols of Hinchrs have takel
the hol-v dip rvithout turning into s'alking reactors.
Nor wiil the report dampeu (ol sltould s'e sa)' dr)')
the fervour of tlie religious Hindtr to take a dip rvhen
he qets the chance. -N{oreover tlrev carr take satis-
factlon that the mattel is rvell ttnder coutrol. Has
not the Government of Iuclia resorted to that ultimate
solutior-r - the appointmeut of a Comrnittee ttr go
'rto the matter.

While the rrresent Prime \linister's penchatlt for
snilline the bedns (a /a Sikkim) is to be rvelcomed,
h'e cainot be complimerrted for his self-righteous
remark in the Lok Sabha on April 15, "If I had beeu
there I would not have takel it',. He rvas thc,re
allright btrt not as Prime ltlinister. Atrd amen for
that.

It is curious hos' rluicklv alrprelreusions about
the potential hazards tlosed b1' one of the devices
sincd lost and srrslrecteil to be sotneu'here in Kailas,
evanorated rvhen 

-it was revealed tltat thc iuitiative
rvai hrdia's ! And what n wontlerful opportunitl' has
been lost bv thc c<lrttttrl's U.S. lltiters to lattrrch ottc
of thost' lrystericirl c:trnpaigns. Irr fa<'t it lrad irrst
rrbotrt begrirr rvitlr it rIt'ttt:t,ttl lirr tlrt' rr'<'rtll ,tl. Irrrli:r's
Ambassador, wlrerr \{r. l\[orarii l)esrri tlecitlt'tl trr
rnake a clearr broust of it.

As for Nlrs. hrclira (lrurcllri -- tvill shc persist
irr her clratge tlrat tht' [arrtta Covertrttteltt's foreign
lxrlicl hus :i Wcstcrrr tilt? 

S\/R

Beachhead at Azamgarh
Azanrgtrrh is rvlrc'r'rr \[rs Garrdlri lras estahlishetl

her nortltrirrr beaclthclcl aftcl lrtrirrg lvilr<'tl ottt frorn
the rrorth n littlc over t veal' ago.

Azanrgallr is u'lrclt' tlre Jarrltir's citrrdidate iur<l
now U.P. Chicf l\Iirristcr t-on in Nlarch 1977 b1' rr

margh of 1,38.000 r'otes,
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Azirrngarl is rvlrere the luclira Congress has norv
lecaptrrred tltc scrat hv a nrurgirr ol 351385 r'otes.

Azaurgarh is rvlrc'rcr those opposecl to Ctrarau
Singh fronr rvitlrirr his ou,r paltl' glirgecl trll to dcfeat
his candiclate.
_ ,\zurngallr is rvlrele thc acrrtt' irrfiglrtirrg anlong

tltc corrstitrrcrrt rrrrit.s oI the Iirrrata Pait1, c.at.. it.t,-
.sharp focus.

Azarr.rgarh is rrot l rrrtc forgiviug lrclira and her
l)art1, lill lrel curergelrcv ex(.'('sscrs.

Nor is Azanrgalh au r:xpressi,.rrr of the voters'
clislrleasrrre u'itlr tlrt: irtrc'st iltrll irrcarceration of
Sarrjay Clarrcllti.

r\zirurgallr is trr cxprt'ssic,u of the voters'dis-
pleasrrrt: rvitlr the chaotic state of the Janata Party.

Above all Azanrgarh is a w'elconre indication of
the coming of :rge of tlre Irrdian voter that he nolv
makes a choice bast'tl on l.raltir:s' performance ol the
absence of it.

To the Janata Partt'. Azamgarh is a warning
and a lesson, Will the1, take it? From post-Azam-
garh prorrourrcenteuts lrv Janata dignitaries, it looks
rurlikelv. 

SVR

A vice by any name
Abroad, it is not Jauata's first vear', or N'Irs

Gandhi's re-entrf into politics. that is causing con-
cern, reports a friend, brrt the goverument's insist-
ence ou prohibitiou.

\\/hiG the press in Delhi lrave already protested
at the lack of sirch basic amenities at the Press Club
and intellectuals are seriousll' debating rvhether a
bau on liqrror, traditiorralh' supposed to help tha
creative rrrbcess aloug, will llei'manentlv stunt the
rrational lrorvth of gc'-uiuses, f-es' psepls'realise that
it rvill rrot be the aftltreut drinker rvho rvill suffer as
much as the fishermen. dh<-rbies, dockyard coolies
and mill u'orkers. Whether drink is an avoid-
able evil to them or not hardh' seems the point. In
a surve)' concluctecl trt' thc Slum Developmdnt Board
of Tamil Nadu durirrg its carnpaign to eradicate
slums. it rvas noted thit rlll tltese cirtegories of people
recorded that they rreeded the drink to help therir
keep going. The ffsherfolk. for example, who have
kr iveathei the seirs iu frail couubl' crafts. all said
tlrat thcv s,orrkl rrol lre:rble to go tirrt rrt all rvithorrt
lrcirrg Irrrtifir'rl rvitlr sor,rt' litlurrl. 'l'lrt'r'e is reasott
to be-lieve tlrat the torltlv or felruentecl rice wine that
these treotrlr. drirrk corrtaills sorlre forrn of vitamirl B,
or 1,eist.'rvhiclr does irrdeecl help them to survive
the rigours of thc'ir li[e. 'l-o srrrnmat'ilv label drinlt
a vice arrrl d<:nf it to tlretrr, is lurdly a solutiotr to

. tlrcir problenrs.
\,{6r nrere renrirrdecl of this whetr rve stopped at

a roadside tea-sho1r on the wity to Nasik the other
dar,. Tlrc tcir-stail owrrer, t c'rrrl1' trailetl Nloplalr,
prepared threc freslr cups of srvt:c:t tttint tea, *hetr
i I'our,g farmer ancl lris frrnrilv camt' and sat next to
,rs. [Ie.-ordeled orrt' slrerbet lor tlrc rvhole family and
two plates o[ prrficcl rice for the two small children
u'ho started ealing it happily. Since we had ordered

e
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arr extra cup of tea, ''e gl'irciously offered one to the
frrrmer, He looked up in surprise irnd shook his
lreird violentl]'. "No" he said, "I have ttet'<'r touchecl
teir in m1' life. It is a tc'rlible vice."

GD

Not Quite True
A Sarnachrrr report dtrtelined Nerv Delhi, April

I I ;r{[ilrns that u'ith tlrc Plesidettt's itsscttt to the
Constitution (43rd Amendment) Act, the Janata gov-
ernment has fulfilled one of its election pledges. Not
cluite. The election marnifesto of the Jnnata Party
rvas turequivocal in its pledge to do rrway with the
obnoxious 42nd r\mendment rammed throtrgh parlia-
ment during the emergerrcy. There were uo quali-
fications to this pledge in the rranifesto that some
parts will be retained. While the 43rd Amendment
is to be welcomed in as much as it restores civil
liberties and the rule of lnw, there are other provi-
sions of tlie 42nd Amendment still on the statute
book. The issue is not their melit or otherrvise but
the manner in which the amendment was pushed
throrrgh trnder conditions of dictatorship.

But even this p;rrtial fulfilment of an electoral
promise which was the result of horsetrading with
the Congress opposition in parliament could not be
swallowed by the ruling Congress Front in lvlaha-
rashtrrr whose members in the Legislature stayed
neutral. While tlre Congress (I) attitude is under-
standable (witness their letrder Stephen's defence of
the Emergency during the debate on the No-Con-
fidence motion in the Lok Sabha) what happened to
Chavan's Congress? Power continues to be the
overriding factor, even now.

And talking of the No-Confidence N{otion, no
one in the debate seems to have challenged NIr. Step-
hen's statement that "Parliament is the people." Have
members of the ruling partlr for*otten so soon that
it was 1:arliamerrt acting in the uame of the people
which ileprived the pe6ple of even the rijht 'of
Habeas Corpus? The sooner this reactionary doc-
trine is put to rest, the better for the safety and
protection of Indian democr:rc1'.

SVR

Ad-ments Agony

- Vicco \tajradnnti may' sound like toothpaste to
vou, but to advertising executives fighting the last
budget's strictures on advertising expenditire, it has
been a r-allying cry for action. But for the power of
the media they say, a new producl such as Vicco
Vajradanti with its 'desi' name and 'desi' appeal
rvoirld rrever have been able to compctc again&^the
old ftrmiliar brand names in the multinatioial familv
c-alrf ing thc ring of eterrrity lrrd deperrclability in
tlrcir imagc. \Iicco \/ajradanti is in firct a living
example of one of the firvourite cliches in :rdvertisin!

- the rrtgs to- riclres srrccess story. With the pro--
posed- curbs wh-iclr have recently been slightlv ille-
iiirtcrl. ird-nrr,rr fccl [lrlt n'lrile tirr, bigger. compauiesg'ill be able to absorb tlre nerv taxei"and coirtinuc:
advertising as before. the \Iicco \Tajradanties will be

Freedom First

left behind as the Cinderellas lvho never got a
clrance to show themselves.

One of thc earlier fears that small newspapers
owned by lone individuals ancl souvenirs and lrro-
grammes collectecl for clrirritirble purposes, u'ould
ilso be trdversely affected, has no# lieen iemoved
with the new 1>rovisiorr to exempt them from the
advertising tax.

Finallr,, in s^pite of all thitt hirs bcen rvrittcn
about over paid acl-men, who sport purple ties with
pink'alligators embroidered on them, and spend their
time weepirrg into their \{artinis compleining about
their perks, the restrlts of their work exhibited during
the annual CAG show recently, reveal that adver-
tising has lealll' come of age in India. Could there
be a link between such an uniformly good perform-
ance and the experrdittrre that goes towards produc-
ing it?

GD

A 5Cubat in the Sub-Continent?
The attention being paid by the Janata Govern-

ment to mend its fences with our inrmediate neigh-
bours is a development that has beerr rvelcomed in
this column. But surely there is no need to swing
to the other extreme of wanting to fall all over to
prove our friendship and bonaffdes. Was it really
necessary to have nrshed to recognise the new regime
in Afghanistan when not many weeks ago we wined
arrd dined President Daoud Khan.

The Afghan coup was bloody and red. Its new
President lvir. Nur i{ohammad'Tarakki may deny
that the new Government is communist but actiorls
speak louder than words. He has attributed reports
of over 10,000 dead in the coup to "The reactionary
western press."

The cotrp wrrs mainly directed by the Air Force
which is identified as "leftist oriented". The bulk of
the officers who took part in the coup were trained
in the Soviet Union. On April 17 C leader of the
Communist Party was murdered. The funeral pro-
cession, according to reports, tumed into a violent
demonstration both against the goverr.rment as well
as the American ernbassr,. The trotrble endecl onlv
rvlrt'rr Diroud u'irs thlou-ri orrt arrcl killecl.

The present Presider.rt accordir.rg to reliable
.sorrrces in Kabul, reports the Indian ExDress of May
{, "has led a number of difierent lives - newspaper
reporter, diplomat, US Embassy employee, news
agency executive and Communist agitator". Ir{r.
Taraki was the chief of the Democratic Khalq Party
(which is the name by which the Communist Party is
known in Afghanisttrn) which was banned by the
Irrte IVr'. Daoud.

Iran and Pakistan are bour-rcl to be aftected by
tlre colour of the regime in Afgharristan. Iran took
its time to recognise tl.re rcgime. With the growir-rg
closer relatior-rs with lran, did orrr Foreipp Office
think of talking thirrqs over rvith their Ambassaclor
ancl for that mattel with Pakistan's High Commis-
siorrer? Orre w<lrrders. 

SVR



THE RIGHT TO PROPERTY-WHY THTS

WHEN WILL IT END, this ridiculous clamottr
for the deletion of the right to property from the
chapter on Fundamental Rights in the Constitution?
Far- from decaying in its intensity, the controt'ersy
it has ignited seems to be assuming greater propor-
tions wilh the advance of time, so mttch so that at
the present moment when the rtational sceue is
plagtied by various other maladies deserving imme-
dia[e and undivided attention, it has popped its ugly
head up with wanton recklessness. It is impossible
rlot to regret on grounds of principle the manifestly
hazardous turn which the debate on this issue h:rs
taken. Indubitably, it presents problems which are
as dangerous as they are disconcerting.

The right to property has often been referred
to as an extension of the human personality; it has
been recognised since ages as the foundation on
which man's various other rights rest. Besides
affording him a much-needed status in the society
of which he is a member, it is to him a vital orgar
of expressing his personality. Man labours and earns
not only for his momentary sustenance but also to
ensure that in his sunset years when 'he will no
longer be able to put in the effort and perseverance
which he could when he was hale and hearty, he is
protected adequately from the adversities which time
b_rings_ along with it. There can be no two opinions
that this quest of his for comfort and security is
wholly iustifiable and reasonable, Unfortunately,
however, the myth has been propagated from cer-
tain quarters that the- right to propefty is a negation
of all democratic values and offensive to the rule
of law. Even a cursory glance at the arguments
pressed for and against the issue will convince one of
the fact that this is indeed far from the truth.

It would of course be patently fallacious to aver
that the case for the retention of absolute and un-
restricted right to property is a reasonable one.
After all, one cannot and should not afiord to be
oblivious to the detrimental effects which would
ensue from olacing no fetters on the accumulation
of property by individuals. As can be readily seen,
property can be as much an instrument of destmc-
tion iuxl disharmonl, as it can be of peace trnd pros-
-perity in 

- society. Instances are not wanting in
histgry where property has been misused bv iridivi
duals to dominate over and exploit their less-
fortunate brethren. It is when -such a situation
comes !o pass- that the dark side of the picture is
revealed in all its naked offensiveness. The need,
therefore, _for imposing certain reasonable restric-
tions in the public iriterest on the '.amount" or'quan_tum" of property to be held by an individuai
in a State is imperative.

. The tounding_ fathers of our Constitution, in all
their wisdom, fully recognised this need and they
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CLAMOUR?
K. S. Venkateswaran

applied themselves to the arduous task of devising
a satisfactory constitutional apparatus which, while
allowing the citizen full scope to fruitfully give ex-
pression to his varions basic rights, would at the
same time prevent a gross imbalance between the
citizen and the community such as would ensue
from the concentration of wealth in a few hands.
The constitutional provisious relating to the right to
property in the final draft of the Constitution bears
ample testimony to their ir-rgenuitv and sagacity.
Article 19(lxf) in Part III of the Constitution gua-
ranteed - and it still does - the citizen the right
"to acquire, hold and dispose of property." Article
31 in the same Part laid. down the provisions relat-
ing to tlre compulsory acquisition of property by the
State for public purposes. The original article ran
thus sr-rbstantially:

'31 (t). No person shall be deprived of his pro-
perty save by the authority of law.
(2) No property shall be compulsorily acquired
or requisitioned save for a public purpose and
save by the authority of law which provides for

.compensation for the property acquired or re-
quisitioned and either fixes the amount of the
compensatioq or specifies the principles on
which, and the manirer in which, the compensa-
tion is to be determined and given; and no such
law shall be called in question in any court on
the ground that the compgnsation piovided by
that law is not adequate."
This article was apparently in consonance with

the broad obiectives soughl to be attained by the
State as enshrined in Ar[icle 39 in Part IV of the
Constitution which lays down the Directive Princi-
pl.es 9f -State Policy. Among others, clatrses (b) and
(c) of this Article state that-the State shall iri parti-
crrlar direct its policy towards secrrring -(l) that the ownership and contrdl of the mate.

rial resources of lhe community are so dis-
tributed as best to subserve ihe common
good; and

(2) that the operation of the economic system
does not result in the concentration of
wealtb iurd means of prodtrction to the
cornmoll cletriment.

In fact, Parts III dr IV, of which Arts. 3l and
39 respectively ale- co-nstituents, form an integrated
scheme and, as Chief Tustice Subba Rao obierved
lfht-r_iqdggt"nt in the "colak Nath" Case (AIR lg67
SC 1643), "The scheme is made so elastib that all
Directive Principles of State policy can reasonablv
be enforced without. taking away or abridging the
Fundamental Rights.'

- However, a need rvas felt almost immediately
after the coming into force of the Constitution ib
amend Article 81 with a view to expedite certain
agrarian reforms. Consequently, Article BIA *"i
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added which, inter alia, provided that no law
making provision for the acquisition bt' the State
of any estate or of any right thercin, or the taking
over of the rnanagement of any property by the
State for a limited period in the ylublic interest or
certain other similar acts "shall be deemed to be
void on the ground that it is inconsistent with., or
takes away, or abridges, arry of thc rights conferred
by Articles 14, lq or 31", notwithstarr-ding anything
ctrntained in Article 13. Also, the Constitution (Firsl
Amendment) Act, lg5l, added Article 31B rvhich
empowered the State to place any law in the newly
created Ninth Schedrrle to the Constitution where-
after such law becomes immune from challenge on
the ground that it is violative of any or all if the
Fundamental Rights. One commentaior rishtlv des-
cribed this amendment as having tolled tf,e death-knell of the Constitution. oUnfortunately, 

its
ominous chimes were trnheard, or worse stiil, un-
heeded," he lamented

As if it were not enough, the Constitution
flw_enty fffth Amendment) Act, 1971, went a step
further when it provided for the addition of yet
another appendafie to Article 3l in the form of .Aiti-
cle 3lC. This new provision ran as follows:

'Sf C. Notwithstanding anything contained in
article 13, no law giving effect to the -policy of
the State towards securing the principles speci-
fied in clause (b) or clause (c) of Article 39 shall
be deemed to be void on the ground that it is
inconsistent with, or takes away, or abridges,
any right conferred by Article 14, Article 19 or
Article 31."
This article, which has been -viewed by 

"l!risht-thinkins ciiizens as singularly ill-conceived and
dEitru"tG 6f d"*o"t"tic vilues,- sought to subvert
rn-""u basi" feafures of the Constitution' Describing
Ih" 

-;ft""t 
;f this Article, one eminent constitutional

eipert 
-remarked, "In ttre- en-tire -hist-oTY 

of - liberty,
never were so many hundreds of milli6n-s deprived
of * *""v fundambntal rights at one fell swoop as

by the iniertion of ArticlJ3lC." He viewed it as

';i monstrous outrage on the Constitution" and as

damasins the verv -heart of the Constitution' It is
worttinithing that the validitv of this amendment,
;h;;a was cfrallenged subsequeritly, was..upheld by
the Sunreme Co-urt in th; famous "Kesavanda

Bharati"'case .(AIR 1973 SC 1461).

All in all, a candid and dispassionate examina-
tion of the constitutional provisions and the trend
of legislation in the matter of the right to proPerty
in this couutry will doubtlessly convince one of the
fact that presently what remains of -this right' wl'rich
most of ihe reit of the world have viewed as

inalienable, is only the skeleton, after the b-ody has
been badv mauled and its organs mutilated merci-
Iessly by ihe endless process of constitutional amend-
menis. 

'Sadly enough, it has become comm-onplace
for our politicians and men in power to still make
snide references to plopertl' rights, most oftctr rttr-
warrantedly and irrelevantll'. Regrettably, the
continued persistence of such ttnsavotlry com-
ments over the past ferv )'eirrs has led lriln!'
eminent larvyers - and experts in the ffeld of

Freedom First

constitutional larv to advocate, in a veirr of hopeless
resignation, the abolition of the right to property as
a ftrndamental right. N,Ir. Nani A. pallihivala, the
rnost celebrated Indian lawyer today and an antho-
rity on constitutional law, observed in a recent
article, '. . . ;t ma-v be better for the future of India
if the remnant of the right to propert)/ is wholly
removed from the chapter on Fundamental Rights
so as to ptrt an errd to the perpetrral and delibeiate
distortion of thc issrrc of tlre basic lrtrrnarr freedoms."
This, coming as it does from a person who, not very
long ago, held that "this right (to property) is of the
essence of a sound body politic and of a democracy
which aims at marching forward economically" and
that its abrogation would spell disaster, only gives
an indication as to the intensity of the clamour ob"
served in otrr country today. How sad it is indeed
that we have allowed sucL a situation to come to
pass when a little refection would be enough to
show that. in the ultimate analysis, the abolitibn of
the right to property worrld only gravely impair the
quality of life. The move, therefore, for the deletion
of this right from the chapter on Fundamental Rights
is an altogether retrograde one. The truth of this
will be borne out more clearly when one examines
the various other aspects of the issue, as the moral,
social and economic considerations, which have been
deliberately left out due to limitations on space.

In conclusion, there is a sure need in our time
and land to recall the wise words of Joseph Story,
perhaps the greatest of American iurists, who said:
"That government can scarcely be deemed to be
free where the rights of property are left solely
dependenl upon the will of a legislative body with-
out restraint."

Good Roads do most to
develop the country and
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THE CHARGE OF THE DAWOODI BOHRAS
By Geeta Doctor

People who are familiar with the exploits ol
Frederick Forsyth, the British author rvho financed
a group of mercenaries to stir up trouble in Africa
and then retired to his study to write about it, may
be forgiven for imagining that it was for such reasorls
that I became, for a few brief seconds, a leader in
the revolt of the Dawoodi Bohra comrnunity in Bom-
bay. People who know me, wili know better. They
will know for instance that my relations with the
community so far have hung on a thread. For the
or.rly Dawoodi Bohra I have known has been a kindly
old man who sells me embroidery threads in a tanta-
lizing array of colours. Ir{y relationship with him
though friendly, has not been without a certain ex-
quisite tension, caused by his habit of pulling out a
drawerful of an entirely new range of colours and
shutting i1 in iust the time that he deems it neces-
sary for me to make up my mind. In short it was
not the sort of friendship for which I would con-
sider risking my life and yet last Sunday I very
nearly did iust that.

I did not even think of him as we drove down
Bhendi Bazaar that fateful morning reading for
want of something better to dq, the quaint slogans
put up every twenty feet along the road, demanding
ihe right of the Dawoodi Bohras to pursue their
religious duties without interference, upholding their
rights as a minority in a secular country and
denouncing something known as the Nathwani Com-
mission for threatening these rights. Vague ques-
tions as to who the Dawoodi Bohras were, and why
the Nathwani Commission should bother about them,
surfaced in my mind, the first being answered quite
soon as we noticed that suddenly the streets were
filled with Dawoodi Bohras. Small, slight, men, in
white, with white skull caps embroidered in gold
thread round the rims, were making their way in
twos and threes towards the sea front at Chowpattv.
As we crossed the main road, an old man with orie
leg misding was propelling himself \ /ith startling
urgency towards the hot sands. It was nearing
twelve and the entire Chowtrlatty area was ablaze
with Dawoodi Bohraq, all in white, all standing and
conferring in a digniffed manner. If only all- pro-
tests were so peaceful I remarked.

As we moved up to Malabar Hill we noticed
the inevitable blue-black line of the Police cordor.r
guarding the exits from Chowpatty. Even as we
passed a small group of young Dawood,i Bohras
started racing up the hill. They still seemed to be
in a picnic mood though why anyone should want
to mn about in the sun was a mystery.

As the traffic ffrst inched up the hill, ther-r
stalled and finally ground to i halt, it became
obvious that there wis going to be no picnic. The
boys- _were _running to some trouble spot ahead,
possibly at the entrance to the Governor's residence.
Soon it seemed likely that the entire community
would come charging up from Chownattv.

It was at thiJpo-int'that I beqan mviittle act ol
unpremeditated heroics. Ireeling"the titter helpless-
6

rress of being cauglrt in a four lane traffic jam in the
burning stur and waiting for a tidal wave of huma-
nity to wash rrp from the back, I resolved to get out
of ihe car and'otrt of the sihralion by walking"home,
a feat which wns within the realm of probability,
since home was 'just rotrnd the coine.'. Mt
husband, whom I had somehorv failed to inform of
my intentions, remembers a feeling of extreme asto-
nishment to see me striding ahead through the trafic,
followed by this timq, by a Dolice van complete with
wailing sirens and riot police. Srrch detailf of course
escaped my attentior.r, so intense was my pre-occu-
pation to get home. I only remember bumping into
a_ huge white limousine that efiectively blocked up
the only lane of traffic moving downwards and in
the process the Police van whiih was trying to use
the l-ast available access route on its way up. Iust
as I passed the car, I recall seeing the owner, a
Parsi wearing a Pugree come down dressed like a
bridegroom and literally lift the car out of the way
on to the pavement, to allow the Police van to pass,
but even that did not stop me in my determination
to get on.

It was only five minutes later when I found
myself walking straight into a waving mass of arms
and legs feeing before a cordon of Police, who for
some reason seemed to be practising a lathi charge,
that I realised to my horroi that I lad walked into
the very sort of situation that all my life I have
dreaded.

My reactions need hardly be described. I have
never considered courage to be the noble trait that
it is generally made out to be, genetically for ins-
tance it is useless, as it does not help to preserve
the species. I turned and fed followed by-a small
contingent of Dawoodi Bohras, injured, bleeding and
as slrrprised I am sure, as me, by the sudden tum
of events. Shopkeepers pulled down their shutters
as we passed, closing all avenues of escape. It was
an utter rout with my big worry being what I would
do when the main bbdy-6f Bohras cine up to meet
us from Chowpatty. Though I was definitely lead-
ing the Malabar Hill detachment of Bohras, it
seemed unlikely that anybody would mistake me for
one.

It was in this state of mind that I noticed a
solitarv gentlemerr wearing what I observed even in
my agitatecl state, was a well starched white bushirt,
washed no doubt in Surf, and thus reassured, I
opened the door of his Ambassador and got in. For
a- person who had never met me before, I must admit
that he behaved with exceptional courtesy, asking
me merely where I wanted eventually to get ofi.
By the time we passed Chowpatty, where the" Police
rvere still performing their holding action, we had
got friendly enough to have a mild argument on
whether the Janala government was kJeping the
price line or not. Not once did we discuss the
Dawoodi Bohras or what I happened to be doing in
his car. Such, I can say now with feeling, is what
chivalry is all about



FEAR NOT, THIS tS A WOI\DER T'HA'[
REATLY DOES STIR THE SPIRIT

Bernard Levin

^ The Taj-lr{ahal has_a great deal to live up to.
So much, indeed, that there ctrn be few thoucirtful
v.isitors today_who,- krrowiug s-trmcthirrg ol' its r<"1luta-
tion, do not fear the betrayal of expEctation. Ho*
can anything jtrstify the rlrapsodies, ihe descriptiorrs.
the history, the legendg. thb very photograllhs?

I conffrm that it was in such a spirit, ilmost rvith
ftngers crossed behind my back, thai I iraid my trvo
rupees, .passed through the outer arch, "nd ap-
p{oached- the.inner, which serves, when'you ha,ie
advanced to the riglrt point, as a frame foi the rric-
ture before you. Fear-nothing; the sight that th'er.e
swims into view su_rpasses everything you have
heard or seen or read-or imagined, anf, ahort ih"
only intense e_motion you will 

*not 
experience as the

frame fills is disappointment.
. Th"y told me_ that the Taj lr{ahal is beautiful,

and they were right. They also told me that it ii
white, though here they were wrong, for white is
almost the only colour it is not, exdept for a few
minutes immediately -after the sutt goies down; atthat point -all the 

- 
delicate blues o"nd gr"y, 

"rr.lyellows and pinks are drawn from it n"E t""u" 
-it

like a ghost,. until it takes on its evening life and
becomes as rich as the moon.

- Thgy we_re right-abou_t the-beauty, and wrong
about the colour. What they altogether omitted to
mention was the fact that it is perfectly symmetrical.
Apart from the flight of steps in the front, leading
up to the marble platform on which the whole build-
ing rests, it is completely symmetrical in two senses.
Each of the four sides is identical witlr the other
three, not only in shape and size but in the last.
details of decoration; aid each side could be folded
over on the central perpendicular, when the two
halves would be founii to match exactlv. The Tai
Ma-hal, in short, is God Almighty's Rohischach blot,
and says much for the athact-iveness of the patient'i
subcor.rscious.

'fhere has been mrrch argument over the iderrtity
of the-_architect; I gather that modern scholarshijr
generally suggests that Shah Jahan designed it him-
self. If so, Plato's philosopher-king -was surely
embodied in him, for althoug-h I havi the liveliesi
respect for the wide variety of accomplishments dis.
p-lqyed by our Heir Apparent, I take leave to doubt
if ie is.quite up to creation of this order. (And on
this scale: the other thing they didnt tell me was
horv enormous it is).

Ig foats. And this is not an allusion to the wav
in which it is refected in the long watercourse thai
runs from the entrance to the verv foot <lf thc
building, though that is indeed a miracle within a
rniraele, llarticrrlarll, wherr, irt cvcning, thc forrntlirrs.
evenly spaced down the centre of t]ie channel, are
lurggd on, so that the shimmering reflection of the
buildirrg turrrs into a snowstorm, iSeLrrat, a kaleido-

scope, a darrcirrg mosaic. But even without the
water, tlre Tai Nfahal would still foat.

It sits, as I say', on o s(llrilr(' plrtform, and the
huge central cupola, guarded by the four minarets
(which draw the eye inward, not out to the corners
where they stand) is of enormous mass; the facade,
too, is a mighty wall of marble, and the arched door
irrrd windows, together with the Dierced screens and
the_ coloured inlays beneath the- dome, ought logi-
cally to appear as supporters for the stupendous mass
and weiglrt above. Instead, they act as tethers to
what otherwise would soar into the sky. It is not
just tlat the architecture is delicate, the weight run
off like rainwater or lightning; it really doei seem
lighter than air, and the dome, as you watch, seems
to be made of egg-shell

Actually, the image we have from the pictures
(and even at first glance) of a hemisphere cupola, is
an optical illusion; the curve continttes well below
the circumference, into, ahd almost to the lower edge
of, the decorated "collar" in which it rests, which
must presumably have made the construction even
more difficult. There is another optical illusion
btrilt into it; the verses from the Koran that surround
the central arch on each side are inscribed in letter-
ing which grows large towards the top, so that from
the ground it looks of uniform size, instead of ap-
nearins to shrink as it would if it were all the same
ilr". Thir ir like the famous "bulge" in the platform
of the Parthenon, which would otherwise look as
though it was sagging towards the middle. (I was
on the Acropolis at Christmas, shocked to find that
you can no longer go inside the Parthenon, and it
occurs to me dhat I do not often see two of the seven
wonders of the world within a month. Who ffrst
worked out the need for these two devices? And
who, incidentally, first noticed that they had been
employed?).

Tlrt' Tui i\lrr]ral lllovokes nrore questions than
tlrose._ Every block in-the mighty dom6, for instance,
must be curved to a particulai fdrmtrla, and no curve
irr any one layer will be exactly the same as in the
layers above and below. (The imaee of the dome
is of almost incredible smoothness 

*and 
resularitv.)

How-was th_e appallingly complex problem itat ttii
posed solved without a computer and other modern
tool.sP _ -Mind you, every iiraginable scientiffc aid
is available to architects ioday., ind the result can be
scen in Juxon Housc,- the Hayward Gallery, the
north and west sides of George'Square, Edinburgh,
and the building in which th-ese *ords were typ"ed
arrd printed. they had Shah Jahan and the, Taj
Nlahal, and we have Victoria Street: Allah Akbar. '

I fourrd nr] owrr rcactions extraordinary; at any
rate extraordinary enough for me to spend a Iot of

(Continued on page 75)



BACI( TO 1967?
M. R.

Despite sorne sullerfiiial di{Ierences, thc country
is back in the situation in which it found itself after
the General Elections of 1967.

Nou', as then, the hold of the Congress monolith
has been shattered and governments of various
colorrrs have tirken office in djfferent States. Now,
as then, there were widespread jubilation and high
expectations about rvhat was to come. But un-
forlunately now, as then, there has been cruel dis-
appointment ancl disilltrsionment at the performance
of those in office. Norv, as then, defectors have been
reu'arded with the fruits of office.

The "Indira Wave" of l97l was clearly the
popular reaction to the failure of the S.V.D. govern-
mehts to deliver the goods all the way from Punjab
to Bengal. AII these'faction-ridden coalitions w'ere
chased out of office within a couple of years. The
pendulum had then swung all the way from the near
anarchic conclitions created by the S.V.D. govern-
ments to the authoritarian take over in June 1975.

How can tlre penclulum be prevented from once
again swinging all the way from the permissive
political society of today with its alarming break-
down of law and order to yet another authoritarian
regime? That is the qLrestion which democrats and
lovers of freedom will have to answer in the coming
months.

Masani

tr'lr. Nanaji Deshmukh show that at least some of
those involved have seen the writing on the wall and
are making their dispositions accordingly.

Diagnosis is easy but a cure is hard to devise,
because it is not so much the wickedness of a parti-
cular individual or the ineptitude of some others
that are responsible for the malaise as the back-
wardness of the country and the fragility of its
democratic roots.

In such a situation, to make heavy demands on
the Government is to endanger democracy. There
is too much concentration o[ political and economic
power in the hands of the politicians and the bure-
aucrats. Every control adds to corruption. It is
perhaps too much to expect the "New Class" in New
Delhi to follow the Gandhian path of decontrol and
disgorge the power that has accumulated in their
hands.

The remedy lies in educating public opinion to
an awarenes that there is too much politics and too
little citizenship in our national life" that the power
of the State must be beaten back and the people
liberated from the Statist straitjacket. There is little
hope of progress or prosperity unless India goes in
for such a "U-turn."

Grass roots initiative and vigilance is needed.
It is a tragedy that Jayaprakash is prevented by his
health from leading the people away from Rajniti
to Lokniti.

I speak as a student of history and a friondly
critic of the Janata Government. Any hesitation in
speaking up would only help in canalising all the
discontent lnto Congress (I) and C.P.I. channels.
This is the time for courage, this is the time for
truth.
(Sum"mnrised from a'talk in the Spring Lecture Series,
Vasant (Vyakyanrnala) delioered in Poona on Mag 2,
r978.)

The backlash is already developing. The erosion
in the Janata vote from the Elections of March 1977
to the State Assembly Elections in June 1977 was
markecl. There is further deterioration shown bv
the State Assembly Elections in February 1978 anl
the drop in the Janata majority in Khrnal from
276,000 in March 1977 to a mere 19,000 a year later.

The Presiclent of the Republic has drawn atten-
tion to the failure to maintain law and order. Lead-
ing members of the ruling party have publicly ex-
pressed their trnhappiness with the squabbles inside
their party. Recent statements by N{r. Vaipayee and

World,
Take my son by the hand - he starts school to-day. lt's all going to be strange mtd'

new for a uhile and I wish you nsould sort of treat him gentlu. Thi,s morning he is going to
usalk down the front steps, uaoe his hand and start on i great aduenture thn uill probably
include wars and trogedE and sonoto.

To liue in this,u;orld uill require courage. So World, I u,ish you sort of take him by
the lund and teuclr lim. the things he will haoe to knous.

Teach him. but gentlu, if you con.
IIe l;.ill ltuce to leanr I kiou that all mn ere not iust, thut all tnen are not true. Teaclt

hint thut for eoerg scoundrel there is a hero, tlmt for euer7 crooked politician there is a
dedicated leader. Tesch lim that for ersery enemll there is a friend.

Let lim learn earlg tlrut the bullies"are thc''easiest peoTtie to lick. Teach hi'm the uonder
of books. Gir,e him cluiet time to ponder the eternal mysierg'of the birds in the sky, the bees
in tlrc sutr, tlrc flou,ers on a green hill. Teach him to lruoe faith in his oun ideas if eDery one-
tells him that theg are tDtong. TrV lo glse mA son the strength.not,!q fqllou: the uousd
ulten eoery one is getting on thi bund toagon. Teach him to fiIter all he hears on a screen
of trutlr and to tuke onlu the eood that comes1hroueh. Teach hirn to sell his brau.tn and broingood that comesl hrough. Teach hitn to sell his braun and broinof truth and to tuke onlg tlte good that comes t hrough. Teach him to sell his braun and broin
to the lighesl bidder, but neaer to put a tog on llis heart and soul Teach him to close his
ears off d howling mob and stand and fieht il h e thinles he is right . T each hinr gently , W orld,
but dnn't coddle him. because onlu the test of fire makes fine steel.but dnn't coddle him, ly the test of fire makes fine steel.

- Abraham Lincoln



Reaiews
SOCIALIST OPPOSITION IN EASTERN EUROPE
by Jiri Pelikan,
Allison and Busby, London, 1976
Price I 5.25.

The invasion of Czechoslovakia in August 1968
by the Soviet Union and the four Warsaw Pact allies
put an end to all democratizing elements in the
society ancl the effort to create "socialism with a
human face." Then began the process which has
euphemisti'cally been described by the Russians as
"normalization" or, if we may use our Indian expres-
sion, "consolidating the gains" of the invasion. It
affected every aspect of life in Czechoslovakia; the
party, organizations and movements were purged of
obstinate liberals and dangerous reformers. Official
documents sought to "sterilize" the atmosphere by
creating the impression that no military intervention
of the country took place. But dissent could not be
altogether snuffed out any more than in the other
countries of Eastern Europe and in the Soviet Union
itself. There developed a socialist opposition which
has generated policy statements, leafets, newspapers
and other forms of literature which have percblated
to other countries.

By a remarkable coincidence, Jiri Pelikan's book
which contains many of these important documents,
came to India during the high noon of the
Emergency when an Indian version of the samisdat
was taking shape on no insigniffcant a scale. It was
then that I first read this book nursing the hope
that someday the shadow on the land would pass
away. Although almost a year and a half has
elapsed since this book was made available to
r""hr.r in English, it still merits attention in view
of our own recent experience. Unforfunately, not
many people still know the full story of the resistance
movement in this country.

Every dissent against a regime of tyranny is
generally denounced as the voice of vested interests,
of a small group of intellectuals who wish to pre-
serve their privileges. This was Mrs Gandhi's trump
card. What is the importance, she asked, of the
freedom of a few in the face of the Dovertv of
rnillions for whom liberty has no mea'ning?' Jiri
Pelikan argues that when artists and write,rs filht
for freedom it is not out of a desire to multiply
their privileges which they can get by remaining
apolitical. On the contrary., they run the risk oT
losing whatever privileges they have and of being
reduced to silence. They are prompted by theii
desire to express the wisires and aspirations'of the
pegple, and more so when the normal political chan-
nels are closed.

- I! is interesting to note arrother parallel between
the Czechoslovakian situation and our own experi-
ence during the Emergency. Political prisoners were
detained and sentenced [or "economic ofiences".
Hlavsa, an expert on trade rnatters., was sentenced
for alleged embezzlement when he was Director of
the aviation industry but the real reason was that he
had pro-tested against the invasion in August tgOS
and had expressed his indignation in the presence

of Soviet diplomats, Karel Bocek, Direetor of the
Czechoslovak uranitrm iirdustry, was arrested iu 1970
or.r the charge of sabotaging the economy. The real
reason was that the rvorkers had gone on strike and
had refused to deliver uranium to the aggressor.

Another mean device was to accuse the opposi-
tion of establishing links with foreigr-r countries, not
only with socialist opposition groups there but also
with reactionary groups. Those arrested and sen-
tencecl rvere denouncecl by the official propagarrda
machinery as "reactiorrirlies-", "ollt'rrclcrs' arrcl "arlrcr-
turers" who hated socialism and were working for its
destruction in order to restore capitalism.

The leaders of the socialist opposition make it
clear that they are not adopting a liberal position.
They rejeq liberalism in all its forms. They regard
themselves as genuine socialists: "our disagreement
and our criticisms do not concern the essence of
socialism, but the concrete forms and methods of
governmental and political administration, which
have long since been deeply infected by the bureau-
cratic disease. In this we see the barrier to the full
and free unfolding of all the potentialities and ad-
vantages of socialism; here, too, we see the true inner
cause of the'crisis we experienced at the close of the
1960s."

The socialist opposition is not to be seen as a
negative movement; they seek to provide an altema-
tivq, but not of the Western type. They wish to
maintain the nationalization of the means of produc-
tion but transfer them to popular ownership with a
variety of forms ranging from State ownership for
large industries to group ownership for medium-
sized and small establishments. They would like to
see cooperative ownership in the case of services,
crafts, agriculture and trade. On one thing they
are united with the Soviet Union, oiz., collective
ownership of the means of production; and they
totally reiect private ownership. On this broad-
based collective ownership they would like to rest
their socialist political system which they believe
would make possible wider political participation in
the running of the country. Whether all this is a
mirage, and how genuine participation can be in
such a system are questions on which many outside
the Iron Curtain may entertain their doubts.

There is one aspect of this story of dissent on
which the book does not throw 

-light. 
Edward

Taborsky has described how the "normalization" of
Czechoslovakia was attained at a heavy price, that
price being the drain of talent from the communica-
tions media. Few prominent ftgures showed any in-
clination to cooperate with the regime. Most pre-
ferred to suffer rather than to cumpromise with their
principles. I was interested in this aspect specially
in view of the similar experience we had during the
Emergency. Readers will remember the famous in-
sertion in The Times (London) entitled "Don't let
the Light go orrt on Indian Democracy" which was
sigued by some ffve hundred persons in Britain.
Indira Cantlhi's regirne initiated a corurter signatrrre
campaign but failed to secure many people to sup-
port it. The government in Czechoslovakia suc-
ceeded in getting just 130 people to sign a sycophan-
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tic proregime manifesto ancl most of these lvere nott-
entilies. - (Edrvarcl T:rborsk;', "Czechoslovakia: The
Rettrrn to Normalcy", Problents of Comnrurism,
November-December, 1970). The book is of interest
to us not only for the light it throws olr one kind of
dissent in Easterrr Eurolre but also for its relevance
in understanding what happens in other tyrannical
systems, including the one we had cluring the
EmergencY' 

s. P. AIYAR.

THE CRASH OF'79, Bv Patrl E. Erdman,
First published in '76, Pocket Book Edn.,
published by Simon & Schuster, Nov. '77.
i'ases 428." Trouble is endemic in certain regions. One
such is West Asia, or, the Middle East as the
Westerners prefer to call it. From time immemorial
wars have been fought to gain control over par+s of
West Asia. When, at the turn of the century, oil
was discovered in Iran, an explosive ingredient was
added to the many elements which contribute to
make the region a danger-spot. '

Oil is the subiect-matter of this best seller.
Also, High Finance. In fact, one's mind boggles at the
billions bf dollars which ffgure in the transactions
described in this absorbing narrative. As long as
the oil was being extracted and distributed by
Western countries everything was nice and cosy -except for the Arabs and Iranians, the majority of
rvhom remained below the ooverty line. The Second
World War put an end to all that. Firsl Iran, thanks
to Mossadeq, and then the various Arab potentates,
nroceeded to nationalise their oil fields. The crunch
iame in 1973, when the Arabs, angered by the Israeli
attack on Egypt, put an embargo on the oil export
to the West and hiked the price of oil to an un-
imaginable height - 

"the most successful black-
mail attempt in the history of the world".

The eients unfolded'in this book are said to
have started in the autumn of 1978, when BilI Hitch-
cock, a banker from California who had just retired
on very comfortable terms was appointed Financial
Adviser to the Saudi Arabian Government. His
name was recommended by his friend Reggie Hamil-
ton, another American, who was Oil Adviser to the
Saudi Government.

Hitchcock found that for the Saudis the problem
was not in not obtaining money; it was in the spend-
ing of it - quickly and effectively. They h:rcl
300 billion dollars to sperlcl ! So, a grrrnd scherne wtrs
worked out with the blessing of the U.S. Military
Attache in Riyadh and a top American Banker.
Under this scheme r (a) Saudi Arabia will opt out
of the OPEC and have an alliance with the U.S. to
supply oil at a guaranteed low plice; (b) Saudi Arabia
will move under the U.S. umbrella, politically, eco-
nomically and militarily; 'and (c) there will be a
massive shift of funds from about every ffnancial
centre in the world to New York. It was expected
that once the Saudi funds started rolling in, the
"h"ppy recipients" woul4 collectively form a pro-
Arab lobby in the U.S.; then, "half the Jewish popu-
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lation in New York worrlcl probably start to face
l\{ecca when they pr:r},ed 1".

These manoeuvres naturally greatly upse! the
Shah of Iran, the other mighty Oil Power in the
region. Though he clid not join the Arab boycott
in 1973, he hrid jumped on the OPEC band-wagon
when he found the going rvas good for all the oil
producirrg countries. He was always for a progres-
sive hike in the oil price. He suspected that the
Saudis, particularly Shaik Yamani, the Petroleum
Minister, would upset the apple cirrt. His obiective
was to build up an invincible war machine and ac-
quire eventually the entire oil wealth of the Persian
Gulf area. With this end in vierv, he was secretly
building an atomic arsenal with the help of a Swiss
Professor.

I{itchcock is able to get his package deal
through without any difficulty. It is hailed by the
American Press in glowing terms and he and his
associates are feted by the highest in the land, in-
cluding the President of the U.S. But the euphoria
does not last long. An un-identified Arab gun-man
takes a pot-shot at him and the Saudi Defence
Minister, when they were visiting Houston in Texas,
and Hitchcock decides to take a short holiday. He
rings up his girl-friend, (a Swiss girl with whom he
had "an afiair" while in Rome a few months ago and
who turns out to be the daughter of the Professor
making bombs for the Shah) to meet him in St.
Moritz - the play-ground of the rich and mighty
in the Swiss Alps. And whom do they ffnd as their
next door neighbour? None other than the Shah of
Iran, who was perfecting his "nefarious" plans to
take over the Persian Gulf.

Suddenly the new order of things which Hitch-
cock had planned go-es to pieces. Riyadh is cut
off from the rest of the worlil. There are disquiet-
ing rumours of a coup in the Saudi capital with an
anti-Khalid faction in control. As a reiult the fow
of petro-dollars from Saudi Arabia to the U.S. stops
and the U.S. is faced with the worst ffnancial crisis
in history. The rest of the world reacts instinctively
to protect its interests. The only person who seems
to be in the know of things is the Shah of Iran who
proceeds to crur)' out the pre-planned strategy.
Hitchcock gets an inkling of these plans from his girl
friend, but neither he nor she can avert the crisis
which inexorably moves to its climax.

By all accorrnts, the book is a first-class thriller.
The author has taken meticulous care in marshalling
his facts in order to give a realistic back-ground for
the scenario he builds up. He uses efiectively a new
technique in presenting a future contingency as a
ctrrrent crisis. 

- When others who had attempted to
present similar Doomsday books had invariably
created ftctitious characters, Mr Erdman has used
living personalities in his fantasy - an artiffce of
dubi6"i propriety, to say the leasi. This shows how
far we have travelled since the days when authors
diligently refrained from giving offence to living or
eveu dead personst 

". 
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WORLD I\EWS
ONE MILLION SOVIET I'ROOPS

China and the Soviet Union are asreed
on one thing: that the Soviet Union has rec?ntly
made a rrew attempt to improve relations between
the two countries. The Chinese admit that they have
reiected the attempt - for the good reason that the
Soviet Urriorr keeps one million troops on the fron-
tier between the two countries.

Deeds speak louder than words, say the Chinese;
what can the Soviets possibly mean by talking about
peace in these circumstances. The Chinese are a
proud people, and there is no way in which they
are prepared to negotiate under threat. And what
could be more of a threat than one million soldiers
on the frontier?

"A ioint statement on the principles of mutual
relations" is mentioned by the Soviet Union as the
document the two countries ought to aim at in anrt
rregotiations which might be held between the two
countries. But, for the Chinese if there is any
principle which ought to be upheld it is refraining
from threatening military manoeuvres in the frontier
region. Real deeds are required by the Chinese,
"not hollow staternents".

In any case, they add for good measure, war
between the Soviet Union and China is inevitable
no matter what they do. And the Soviet Union will
lose.

-Su:rss 
Press Reoietrss Newspaper

WORLD FOOD PROGIIAMME

According to a report by the United Nations
Information Service, a total of 52 countries have
pledged the equivalent of $ 30,825,721 for 1979-
1980 at the eighth pledging Conference of the World
Food Programme. hr a <'losinq stltenrent, tlrc' Plo-

. gramme's Executive Director, Garson N. Vogel, ob-

. served that this was "the highest amount ever
achieved at a Pledging Conference." Contributions
were made in terms of commodities, cash and ser-
vices. What is interesting to note is that in the
alphabetical list of 52 countries which includes even
those like little Bhutan with a contribution in cash
of $ t0C0 and giants like Australia pouring il I' 
million in cash and commodities, the Soviet Union
and Communist China are conspicuous by their ab-
sence. The United Kingdom has pledged I8 million
and the United States i massive-$220 million, sub-
ject to Parliamentary approval. India's contribution
will be $ 1,250,000.

ON MEXICAN'LAND REFORMS

After just a year of office President Jose Lopez
Portillo, in reversing the controversial agrarian
policies of his predecessor, has begun stressing
increased food liroduction over expropriation of
private estates.
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Freedrm First

Rather than wooing the 4 million impoverished
landless peasants with promises of tiny -plots, 

Mr.
Lopez Portillo- has cautioned them againlt iilegal
occupations of private property and his bluntly in-
formed them that there is little land left t'o be
distributed.

"The solution is not to divide urr the land but to
multiply production",- the Presideit said recently.
"To- bring ius_tice- to the peasant is not to give him
land nor to divide it up, but rather to create new
units of production, to incr,ease efficiency and to
generate wealth'|.

When Mr. Lopez Portillo took over, not only
were angry peasants squatting illegally on hundreds
of thousands of acres of farmland but the nrivate
farmers who produce moet of the food for ddmestic
consumption and export were refusing to invest
because of uncertainty. The new government, there-
fore, gave priority to evicting the squatters and to
restoring confidence among private farmers

At the heart of the problem, is the Mexican
system of land tenure, undbr which backward com-
munal farms known as eiidos exist side by side
with modern private estates of up to 250 acres. The
system was conceived after the 1910 revolution to
give plots to a maximum number of farmers while
preventing the re-emergence of haciendas.

Though poor peasants received their plots, the
communes rarely had access to the credit, seeds,
fertilizer and machinery necessary to make their land
produotive. As a result, 80 per cent of the 28,000
communes cannot support themselves. ...

In 1976, with peasant unrest again on the rise.
Mr. Echeveria chose to defuse teniions bv turnind
once _more against the landowners rather than direct$
attacking the problem of the inefficiency of the com-
munal farms. The economic price of this policy was
that per-capita food productio-n fell steadily and that
food imports this year will cost over g 600 million.

' Mr. Lopez Portillo's strategy is to reassure far-
mers while tackling the eiido pioblem by collectiviz-
4g titly plots to establish larger units of production.
Tho".Sh many peasants resist surrendering- their land
to collectives, promising results have com-e from new
communes formed from land expropriated last year
in the Yaqui Valley outside Ciutad Obregon. 

-Al-
though the living conditions of these coiledtive far-
mers are still inadequatg productivity has not
dropped since the expiopriation.

To slow the exodus of underemployed peasants
to.urban_ areas, the government is trying io encourage
private larmers to invest their profits in agro-industry
to increase the value of exp6rts and c"reate morb
rural jobs.

-International H erald T ribune, Deccmber 17 -lg,lg77
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YOUTH CLUBS TO GET POLITICAL
EDUCATION GRANT

The Government has agreed to pay for the
provisi-on of political educatio"n in 5,000'y6uth clubs
throughout Britain. The National Assbciation of
Youth Clubs will announce tomorrow that it is being
given a graut of 918,000 a year for the purpose.

A similar sum has_been ofiered by the Depart-
rnent of Education and Science to the British fouth
Council, which is ffnanced by the Foreign Office and
re-presents- Britain's youth organizations internatio-
nally, so that it can produce material and informa-
tion on politics for tho use of its member associa-
tions.

These include the youth wings of the established
parties, among them the Y-oqng eommunist League,
a_s well as such traditionally apolitical movementf as
the Scouts and Girl Guidei atid the noyS' niigaae. 

-

Although it will have access to the council's
material, the National Association of youth CI"EJ
is to spend a,largg.part of its grant on producing itsown. But Mr Thomas Shebbeare, lhe coun"cil's
secretary-general, says: "I am sure- that whatwer
the NAYC and ourselves do will be complementary.,,
By Mark Jackso4, of The Times Educational Supple_
ment.

To create
a good impresslon
use West Goast Papen
for writing
printing
packaging
and many other uses
wE$T 00t8T PrpEn
Shreeniwas House.
Hazarimal Somaniilarg, Bombry I



lune 1978

THE BROADCASTING N,TONOLITH

(Continued from page 1)

do not tliiuk that the managerial skills available to
the NBT can cope with such arl assignment. Smaller
units rvould ensure greater autouomy and initiative.
Some mrrnirgemeDt strrdies are llecessary to decide
lvhether one monolithic organisation would, in fact,
be more economical than two or three smaller ones.

Secondly,, there would be about 350 local com-
mtrnity stations among those to be administered bv
the NBT. These are intended to serve the rural
community. Because of their distinctive uature
they cannot flourish unless they are allowed to
develop separately and not as adjuncts to powerful
regional and natior-ral services. While accepting the
arfument that such stations must be organised and
staffed quite differently from the other radio stations
the working group has, nonetheless, suggested that
they should be a part of Akashvani. For educational
l)rogrammes it has suggested enfrarrchising some
imall low-power local station but these would not
be permitted to broadcast news; indeed they must
relav news from Akashvani and Doordarshan and
,vori< under their supervision. Thus even these so-
called independent stations would have no persona-
lity of theiiown. No explanation has been provided.
Even in a small country like Britain the Report on
the Futule of Broadcasting, released last year, has
recommended that local radio must be under a sepa-
rate authority.

Then there is the question of qualrty of service.
The present staff of Akashvani and Doordarshan will
continue to serve for several years. Knowing them
ils we do it is impossible to expect any improvement
in the quality of the programmes, even irfter the
grant of autonomy unless there is some stimulus pro-
vided by competition. This would serve two pur-
poses. Broadcasting would attract fresh, crealive
talent which will continue to keep away unless some
mobility is possible from one competing broadcast-
ing unil to another. A monolith can provide no
ollrortunities for bright young l,reople to better their
prospects. Competition rvoulcl also :rllorv tlre audi-
ence a choice without which the complacency which
mars the present output will continue. The vitality
of broadcasting lies in diversity; it cannot be achi-
eved if all development is forced into the NBT. The
BBC's monopoly of broadcasting was broken because
it was widely believed that competition would stimu-
late broadcasters to give their best. Now, even the
staff of the BBC acknowledge that it was the right
thing to do in the interest of the public. Aware-of
this problem the working group has conceded the
need to encourage private radio and TV prodtrctior-r
agencies to contribute programmes to Akasltvirni and
Doordarshan. This is a good suggestion but it cari
be only- a minute corrtribution. coirfined to a few big
cities, that such independent producers can make ii
they have to wolk withirr the- constraints of Akash-
vani and Doordarshan and be dependent on their
studi<ls and facilities. I cannot agree that these

Freedom First

lrloducer.s worrld provide "an element of competi-
tion".

Even when a government grants autonomy to a
broadcasting service the temptation to interfere with
it is ever present. Such a well established and res-
pected organisation :rs the BBC has to resist the
government's attemlrts to curb its freedom of action.
Other autonomorrs organisatiotrs in Attstralia, iu
Westenr Europe, and other places face even greater
ploblems in this respect. The chances of such inter-
ference are much greater when there is a monopoly
than under competitive conditions. Take the example
of Air h-rdia and the Indian Airlirres which the
working group itself has given in the report.
Because the latter has no competition government
has always interfered a great deal more in its
working than it could in the operation of Air India
which has to compete with other international air-
lines.

Finally, is it consistent with the freedom of in-
formation to place in the hands of one body, how-
ever well selected, the power to decide what should
be broadcast and by whom? Let it not be forgotten
that the Trustees of the NBT will not be elected by
the people but appointed by the government.
Consider the tremendolrs power of employment and
engagement which they would command. Staff and
outside contributors must conform to the Trust's
ideas of what is good broadcasting or else they
would cease to be seen or heard on TV and radio.
The best talent in the country cannot be expected
to serve under such conditions.

Let it also be remembered that in India the
radio is far more widely diffused than the printed
word and monopoly of what goes out on the sound
waves is far more dangerous than the real or imagi-
rlary monopoly of the press. Even if those in autho-
rity are lvell intentioned a uniform approach to news
and comment is undesirable. Radio- and TV have
a subtle influence even on the thinking of educated
citizens. The uncritical acceptance of certain atti-
tudes can lead to uniformity of society and pave
the way to totalitarianism. The only safeguar-d of
libertr' 'of tlrc ple.ss lies in its cliversitri. ,\ r:arielv of
sources of editorial jtrclgment is essential in a free
broadcasting system.' Si-nce the method of appoint-
ing Tmstee-s can neve. be totally satisfactoi| the
need for more than one Board of Trustees or Direc-
tors_is all the greater. The working group's answer
to this- point, given at some seminari hel-d recently
in Delhi, is unconvincing because it is based on th-e
belief that the Trustees of the NBT would ensure
that it would serye as a forum in which all points
of view would be refected. This may or may not
occur and therefore altemative sorlrces of news and
iuformation are essential.

Thc case against monopoly is strorrg and would,
I believe, be ac"cepted bv att those who" want a free
lr.roaclcusting- servicc. Tlrc rva;,s irr lvhich competi-
tion should be introdrrced into the system are oDen
to discussion. Several differerrt methods 

"nn 
'b"

considerecl.
(Continued on page 1'4)
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FACTS ABOUT THE VERGHESE GROUP
TIrc electiott nutnifesto ol t!,e Janutu pctrhl

prontisecl to conaert AIR and TV into autono-
tnous corporatiotts. As u steD totturds the int_
plementation.of .this ple-4gg, ilrc Cocernment ol
India set up in Augurt 1977 a l2-ntetnber Work_
ittg Group lteaded by the eninent iournulist
L!r. P. G. Vergltesc. Tltc otlrcr members of
the,Grot4t.tDere_: \[.r. V. C. ITaiadlryakshct, Di.
Mulcolm Adisesl-tialt, Itlr. Chaniltul. "Sarkar, 

lttr.
P. L_. D-esltpande, trfr. (Jmasltanker Joshi, Mr.
A. C. Nooruni, Prof. J. D. Setli, ttlr. p. I. Fer_
ytarydes-, lt[r; C. R. Subramunian, IlIrs. Nattantara
Suhgal and Dr. lslntnr Dass a's ttlembei-Secre_
tlrV. X[.rs. 

-S-alryal_u:as acturillg appointed to the
GrouTt in Nouember.

,.^^TIrc Wo.rking Group submitted its report
(406 Ttages in tu'o colimes) in Februury'tlti.s
geat.

A Single Trust
The Working Group lvn recommended. the
setting up..ot a.single autonomous corporationto be culled Akash Bharati - tlrc National
Broadca.sting Trytst, The NBT uiU be.dtiricily
responsible to Parliament.
Cltarter of tlte Trust

An_ 7}-point Clrurter has been recorn_
yey,(ed. .,Among them a_re the_follouing, U7,
Itolding tlte unit11 of India and'tlrc democrtiic
ualues ensltrined in. tlte Constitu_tion; upltolding
tlrc-fund.antental right to freedom' oi ,pe""7,
a y d,e xp y s no 1. g.u a r t t nt e e d u n d e r Art i ii e i {f1)("\
of .ttte U.on"stitution; safeguarding tlrc citizi:i'irigltt to be informed fieely, trutfifulli and ob_

iactic-elg; Tnomd:ing social iustice andio combctt
erTtloitation; uplrcIding tlrc secular ideal and
p.resenting a fair_ and balanced flow of informa_
tion, u.ithout adaocating anu oltittiori oi A"o-
Iogy of its owtt.
Board of Trustees

There rtill be betueen 12 and 2I Trttstees,
talrc sltould be men and u:omen of eminence
and national stature one third of lrslrom till
ret_i-re eaery two Aears. There'uiII be tlvee
full-time Trustees and not less tlrun. eigltt part_time Trustees. Tlrc Chairman and Trukee,
u,iII be- e?pointed bg the president o"ltri i,i
oice of the Prime Minister f rom a list of ,7umes
procided by a Nominating Committee'consuf_
itrg,o.f, tlrc,Clrief Ju.s.tit.c of Indiu, tlrc Lok ptti,
attd tlrc Clruirmatt of tlrc U?SC, w-\rc uoill co_opttwo more persons from tlrc rorld of Scienr:e,
Culture and the Arts.

A Tntstee can only be remoaed in the sctnte
?nenlter as u Suprerne Court iudge.
Relatiotts u'ith Co o e rnment

In regard to the NBT's rekftions :r.^ith the
Go_aernntent, tlte Gouentment cttn orrier theNBT to -refroin_ f ronl broudcastittg oi,i 

'rrnttu,

ffolided.the NBT lru_s the rtght-to 
'innounce

tlnt such an order has beeti issriei'i11 tlii(i(wernment.

Con4iluittts Board

. To dcul witlr 7xfulic chctrges or uniust orttttfuir treatment a Complaitti Board uill be
se! up, c'ortsistittg of a Clmirnutn and tto
ollter ntemlters. The Complaints Board will be
appointed by the Clief listicc of India.
Licensing Bonrd

, +.Licertsing .Board rcill be set up to grant
lrurtcltise to Statiorts/Kendras otlter ilrun ihose
operuted by ttrc Trlst.' Ainttiiiii'\i, ,u"t,
f runclise uill be corcidered'onlu from' (Jnitser_
sitie-s and, other educutional in,rtilutions to esta_
Iilislt low pou:er rqdio or teleuision transrnitters.
Tlre restrictiotts on these non-Trust stotions in-
clude onlg_ the broadcasting of eilucatl,on and
extens'iott broadcosts; no broadcasting of neuss
bulletins of tlteir outr and no commerZial'broad_
casting.

THE BROADCASTING N4ONOLITH
(Continued from, page LS)

We can have competition between two or more
autonomous ptrblic bo-lies; or we can have it bet_
weeu an autonomous public body and a number of
privat-e commercial stations as iir Australia, fapan,Canada and other countries; or ther.e 

"o" 
b"" 

"-o-jpetition betrveen one autonomous public corporation
and another which controls commeicial statio-ns as in
Britain, or there can be competition between the
commercial and non-commerciai services of the samepublic auto_nomous body as in New iialand.
- I worrld strggest that we should distinsuish
between services for edtrcated urban audiences" and
those for the mass of our uneducateJ p""p[;il;
need ,instruction and education throueh^th; *"ai".
The- former. should rrot be ft"anced- fr;; ;;bii"fur.rds. I agree with the working g,*rp itni aTa;;;
resources should be concentrat"ed o" servic", lo,
those. who need them most in our cities and viil"s;
B-ut because they do rrot rreed education th" -ne?ds

of orrr eclucated listeners and viewers for informa-tion ancl entertainment cannot be ignored. Rtdio
and T\/ services for them should be?"a"ced ;;;it
florn s_uch commercial r.evenue as they 

"on 
garruoi'"

tlrrough advertising. The services f6r-ih"-i;;';ithe poprrla_tion should be ffnanced from licence
revenue and from piryments b1, the Union 

"na 
Sat"t"governments, cooperatives, and other institutions

"r'hich 
r,r'iurt to rrsi' radio irrid TY fn, ttr"ii Lit-,-,"n]

tiorral arrd instrtrrtional llrojects arrd programmes.
\4/hirter,er scheme u,i adopt should tri"nt i n thenrorrolith i't. rnore compact 'r,,rd r"n*g";6L-ilrr;l;;it shoulcl mirke e:rch t,uit ,esponsible 6r a certainfrrrrction ancl it .shorrld p.oui.l" cornrletition andaltenrative sources of ne#s n,J "i"-r'. It wouiJ

irrcirlenti'rllv :rlso provide professio,ral bro;d;i;G
rvith some clroice of enrplol,rnent s<l saclly lackinstoday. Competition can- be introcluced 'i"i;--ii;;
systenr irr stages. TIie -workiug group ha, ."co-_
mended that fhe entire broaJ"&ti?g-r'vrte* shl,riabe reviewed at the end of r"""n i"nir-. pronosals
for competitiorr cnn therefore be, di;;i;;;;,t-;;i"il:
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plemented even alter tlre NBT is establislred.

It is llossibk, tlurt pt oposals for u ct.rtttpetitive
s1'stern rnlrt, rurt irurtr<'tlilterll' be itcct'ptaltle. Tlrcl'
go ugainst the llrcvailir rg plrilosoplrv irr ptrtrlic
adrninistlatiorr rr,hic:lr firvoru's lrultlic rrrorropolies
rvhile clecrf irrg llrivatc orres auct ct'rrtralisation of
coutrol rr,lrile trplrolclirg tlrc itlt'al oI rlc.r'olutiorr itnrl
decentralisatiorr. lJrrt u'lrctlret tc'ct:lltrblt: <lr rrot,
wlrile rvholll' t:ntlorsirrg thc solkirrg qr()ul)s pr'()p()-
sals for autouont.r*, tlrt' itrrti-rttrrtr,,1)olr poirit of viera'
must be stated autl pt'r,prrgatt'cl trrrtil it beconres acr-

ceptable iu thc l'eitt's to trrtlte.

THE TAJ NIAIL\L lCorrtirrtrecl fronr uage 7)

time thinkiug about tltenr. Ihe corrrparisorr that
came to urind rvas rvith the Wieskilche, thirt baroque
nrasterpiece neal NIturich rvhich I lrave on o('('asiolr
gone several htrndlecl rniles out ol' mv lva1,' to visit.
Zimermarr's Christiarr chtrrch seerns to be rnade err-
tirely of light; I dream of oue da1, hearirrg a per'-
formance of The (-lreatiorr rvitlrirr its n'alls, and its
ellect on me-rrot just :rt mv first sight of it but every'
time since-is a great burst of strrrlil jov inside the
brain, lvhich ilhrnrirrates the trttiverse from u'itlrin.

The Taj Nlrrhal, urr the other haud, seerns to be
made of air, aud the effect it had on me q'as to
induce a kind of cosrnic sadrress, rvhich grerv in
iutensity through the hours I sperrt there evelv day
(I stal'ed three days irr the viciuitt'), urrtil I began
to feel it rvould kill me; on the last everring, u'herr
I turnecl to leave, with no more tirne in hand ttran
was necessary to get to the airport, I did uot dare
to look back through the arch at the framed vierv
as I left, for the feal of being tunrecl into a pillar
of marble and fol the certirirrtv that I u'otrlcl ri,eep.

This laceration of the hear:t I also feel rvheu I
hear the main theme of the aclagio of the Ninth
Symphony, when I stirnd before one of the lnte Renr-
brandt self-portrrrits, arrd e.r.elv tinre I go clou'u tlrt-'
Grand Carral. The obvious colclusiorr is that thosc
are the things thirt c,rrable lue to hear thc' sr.r,rct
harrnonies of tlre rrrriverst', urrrl tlrc olrvior.rs conclrr-
sion is probablv the right orre. Il so. I llresrnne thc'
sadness comes flt-rur lt. f irrubilitl' to hear thenr all
the time arrd at full strerrgth. urrd if that is so therr
I can say that I call rever have felt thc irrubilitv so
keenly as I dicl befole thc Tai Nlahal.

On that last da-v-. I sat till tlre strn \velrt clo\\'l);
as it _did, a huge flight of bilds flapped slorvly' beforc
the dome. "lnakinq their corrrsr: to tht: rookl; u'1;1;61'.
The,v nrade a t;rriverirrg bla<.k libborr lirr it. gerrtlr
pulled acrclss lrv irn irrvisilrle lrirrrcl. rrrrrl u'lrt.rr'tlr<,1.
were gout' tht' brriklirrg rlorrrrt'rl its cvt.rrirrq gurb. tlrt:
colotrts rnole delic:rtt, tlrirrr t'r.e.r, thc liglr'ttress rnrlr.<'
llronorurcrcrl: arrrl it u,irs tirnc trr go. i.irr. thc r rcrt
10 da1,s I kellt nrakirrg irn;lossilrlc plirrrs. irrt,olvirrg
i.til tirne-tables ol [clociorrs r:our1llerit1 , to get back
for a final glinrpso hc,forr. lcrrviirg lriclirr. 'it crrrrlcl
r)ot, in fact, bc. <lour,'. so irrstead of inrpossible plarrs
I macle a possiblc vt.r\l': t<l l'etur.n.

Tirnc.s Ncrvspullcls Lttl, If)7,$
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''Thirt rnan's a true- cons-ervative," said Tennyson,
"rvho lops the rnouldered branch a!l'ay."_ National Reuiew, Jairuary Zl, IgiT

The Soviets seem at last to have reilised the
Czrrrist anrbition of dominating Afghanistan.

- Letter in Tirnes of lndia, l5th May lg7g
Presiclent Calter 

"t"i-r-lhlf the nolicies of Mr
l\{enahem Begin add up to six no-es; Mr. Beein
claims that, on the contraiy, they consist of five veir.

_Jhn J"o"onrfsf, April l,'lg78
There hirve beeu weeks of leaks and contradictions-
and after an orgy of we-akness and vacillation, 

-the

wrong rlFcisTrn has finally been reached. (On the
rrerrtrou bonrb). i

Yotr carr ahvays put it down as a geueral nrle in this
town that president.s often invite-"honest criticism'l
f'rom their aides, -but s_eldom get it, and usually dont
l'ollow it when they do.

- James Reston
Herald Tribrurc, April 17, IgTg

Repolters -ale a little like doctors: They hear maiuly
from ;r-eople_who have a pain, and get 

-a 
lot of news

frofn "losers" who have a grievancd.
,, : -famesReston;- !*!! Tribrne, Anril13, l97B

Arr errormotrsly important and totallv briefed Soviet
Foreigrr ^tr{inistly mandarin,_who is also the personal
fliend of [4r. Giomyko, wishes to stay in the^ Unitecl
States. It is as if the Foreign Ministry itself hacl
rvalked oft into Manhattan.

- From lhe Duily Ex1tress (Lortclon)
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..-.-

C/o Democratic Resenlch Service
Maneckii Wadirr Bldg., 4th floor
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WITH IT{AI\Y VOICES
"The deep

Moans rorind with man-y roices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek n newer wortd.',

Signatrrre

-Tennysott.

The failure of capitalism is that it has no doctrine
of man's dignity; the failure of l\4arxism is that it
has no doctrine of man's limitations.

-Dr. l[eroyn Stocku:ood, Bishop of S,outhwark.

The trouble *ith 
"tto"ki,lg 

thJEstablishment is that
only a member of the Establishment knows how it
really works.

"The trotrble with Carter is he's listening only to
God-and Cod doesn't ltav taxes."

- Burber B. Conuble Jr. of Neto Iork,
rirnking Republican on the Ways

and N{eans Committee.

Liber:rls shotrld stick to their guns. Coalition means
making partners do what they rvorrld not .do by
themselves.

- TIte Economist, April l, 1978

An Indian ,rro-,.il"id 
-"id 
y"rterday that people in

Britain confused the class system with tlhe -caste

system. But a class system involved mobility. The
caste system was closed. "It is like a tall building
witlrout a ladder or rt lift, or even a window," she
said' 

- TIrc Guardiatt,28th Anril lg78

"War rnakes -rutttir-,g loid history' so wrote
Thomrrs Hardy, "but peace makes poor reading."

- Tlte Tintes 7th May 1978

"Hitler 
",.,.1 

G",.,ghlfTtilirvere not drunkards"
NIr Jethmalarri said, "Shah ]ehan dlauk. he gave us
thc Tai N{ahal. Arrrangzeb did not, hC destroyed
atr empire'" 

- Tlrc stutcsnrun,llth ilIay lgTB

The greasy prole of politic's iu tl.e country has
become more and more sliDnern ancl those who get
dizzy wi'h success as tlrey climb to the top have. to
be preparecl to come slitherirg do-wn with equal
slreed.

- Sham Lal, irr Thc Times of Indiu. lSth N{av lg78

The r-rew goverrrment in Afghauistan was re-
<tlgrrised by, in quick successiorr, Rtrssia, Bulgaria,
crrbtr and India' 

- Trte Econonrist, NIay 6, rg7g

Frarrd and elections, like bacon and eggs, go
together.

-Natiorui 
Reaier, Janrrary 21, IW7

"Yotr kuow th" ,lifi*o,"J between leakirrg ancl
llriefing", he .saicl "leakiug is what you do, briefing
is what I do".

- lvlr. Callaghan, Quoted in

- The Surdrty Times, April 80, 1978
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