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‘SWATANTRA’ WINS IN U. K.

S. V. RAJU

India’s rejection of Mrs. Gandhi in March 1977
appears to have triggered off an international move-
ment away from the status quo. Ceylon, Finland
and Sweden, for instance, have all witnessed what is
loosely described as a “swing to the right”. The
latest is the election of a C.D.U. President in West
Germany who defeated his Socialist opponent. But
the Conservative return to power in Britain is per-
haps the most significant indication of what appears
to be a growing disenchantment with socialism the
world over.

Former Freedom First editor Minoo Masani’s com-
ment on Mrs. Thatcher’s victory was “Swatantra has
won in the U.K.” And so it kas. Years ago, in the
course of a debate in the Lok Sabha, when Mr.
Jawaharlal Nehru described the Swatantra Party as
outdated, Mr. Masani shot back pointing towards the
Treasury Benches: “We are the party of change.
You represent the status quo”. In the U.K. elections,
Conservative Thatcher was the radical, while Socia-
list Callaghan was the conservative. So much for
labels. ;

Mrs. Margaret Thatcher did not mince words when
diagnosing what ails Britain and the remedies she
has in mind to pull her country out of the socialist
quagmire. Housewife that she is, she indicated that
her primary concern was the size of the take home
pay. She therefore pledged a2 reduction in income
tax. “The whole strategy”, she told a press confe-
rence on April 11, “is that we must create extra
wealth, produce more goods and services and maxi-
mise the size of the cake before we can decide how
that extra shall be sliced up”. She must have
touched a responsive chord when she remarked:
“No one who has lived in this country for five years
can fail to be aware of how the balance of our so-
ciety has been increasingly tilted in favour of the
State at the expense of individual freedom”. Vow-
ing to reverse this trend Mrs. Thatcher remarked:
“You get a society which is responsible when you get
people who are responsible”.

Writing in Opinion (April 10) Taya Zinkin has
this to say on Margaret Thatcher. ¢, . . .  she has

none of Heath’s ambivalences, Wilson’s deviousness
or Benn’s cunning. . .. The iron maiden stands
for time proved virtues: hard work, thrift, self-re-
liance, just reward .. and caring for those who de-
serve, as distinct from those who demand, help. . . .
For her, she has the silent majority which is at last
beginning to realise that ‘silence is golden’ was coin-
ed by the enemies of the masses, the world over.”

Mrs. Thatcher has a convincing overall majority of
43 in the Commons. She has the will and like all
those who know their mind possesses a sense of pur-
pose and direction. She does not lack political ene-
mies who would rather see her fail than see their
dogma disproved. We have many of that tribe in
our own country whose comments on Mrs. Thatcher’s
victory betray the colour of their ideological blin-
kers. True, the Asian immigrant in Britain is appre-
hensive since Mrs. Thatcher has made it clear that
she will tighten up the immigration laws. Liberals
who stand for free movement of people between
nations cannot approve of such restrictions. But here
again she does not cover her mailed fist with a vel-
vet glove as her socialist predecessors did, e.g., the
virginity tests. Also she has an immigration prob-
lem which from her country’s point of view is a grave
one.

The fact is the British people have voted for
change — a change away from Statism towards in-
dividual freedom; away from the tiresome tyranny
of a trade union movement bloated with power; a
change as the Swatantra Party put it, to prosperity
through freedom.

IN THIS ISSUE

The Editors have gone to town commenting on a variety
of topics. The article on Moonlighting in ths U. K. should
interest our readers. We even have a review of a book
on Hockey—rather irreverant but enjoyable all the same.
A bit of nostalgia in the form of a tribute to the late
C. Y. Chintamani are part of the menu offered in this issue-
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