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Mrs. Gandhi & Sanjay

NISSIM EZEKIEL

No question is of greater immediate importance to our
country at present than the one about Mrs. Gandhi’s
political aims and methods. She has said and done
nothing since her return to power to indicate that they
have changed. Absolute power is what she wants. It
is impossible for her to get that without destroying the
Constitution and controlling the Judiciary. All the
evidence suggests she is impatient with both, and
tolerates them till the time is ripe, by her assessment,
for the necessary action.

Democracy will be rejected by “the people”, Mrs.
Gandhi has asserted, if it does not work to their
benefit. The implication is clear. When she decides she
ro longer needs democracy for her purposes, she will
get rid of it.

In the meanwhile, Mrs. Gandhi blames a number
of forces for her poor performance during the last
four months or so. The previous Governments are held
responsible for the general decay of the economy, the
growth of communalism, the failure of various public
services, just about anything in the Indian scene that
deserves criticism. In every field Mrs. Gandhi sees
“conspiracies” against her progressive policies and
collusion to prevent her from carrying them out. The
media is frequently accused of exaggeration and
distortion. The Opposition in all its divisions and
sub-divisions, is condemned as representing vested
interests and particular social groups, while Mrs.
Gandhi and her party stand for the welfare of the
pation as a whole, and for that of the oppressed classes.

Most of Mrs. Gandhi's stances could be dismissed
as the routine politics of supreme authority if one did
not see behind it a more sinister mode of thinking. The
clue to it was provided by Mr. C. M. Stephen when he
Cenied any real distinction between the legitimate
exercise of authority and authoritarianism as a form
of Government. If the “people” support it, Mr. Stephen
claims, authoritarianism is right and proper. Dictators
and their supporters have always taken the same line
Genuine democratic thinking moves in the opposite
direction.

Mrs. Gandhi does not even care any longer to make
reassuring remarks about democratic procedures,
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fundamental, rights, the independence of the Judiciary,
Centre-State relations, or any other matter directly
related to the letter and spirit of the Indian Constitu-
tion. Her interests and concerns lie elsewhere. What
iatters most to her is the further strengthening of her
party till the stage is reached where Government by

n‘rdinanc_e is normal, and offences against it lead to
non-bailable” arrests.

_ Mirs. Gandhi can easily dispel all fear of this by a
single categorical declaration, committing herself to
democracy as a way of life and to the pluralist society
it entails. Her actions, it is true, would have to back
the declaration, and these may be debated. But she has
made no such unqualified declaration. On the contrary,
not only her actions, but her words and the words of

her_ _followers create fundamental doubts about her
political ambitions.

Such a person is not a safe bet in a democracy. By
currendering to her charisma or by backing her party
on the ground that there is no viable alternative, the
indian voter is staking not only his hopes for a better
life materially but his freedom to renew the stakes when
the time comes around again. Qutside democratic
svstems where Communism prevails, there is “voting”
and there are “elections”—if you don’t vote as you
are told to, and you oppose the party list of candidates
you risk your life. Non-communist dictatorships don’t
bother about such charades. Mrs. Gandhi’s dictator-
chip—or Sanjay’s—is likely to be of the second kind.

And mention of Sanjay brings me to the last point
of this brief editorial as well as personal statement of
political conviction about the question posed at the
outset. Sanjay’s dictatorship will be considerably worse
than Mrs. Gandhi’s, and may require her displacement.
It is possible to imagine opposing Mrs. Gandhi and
surviving—if only in jail. It is not possible to imagine
resisting Sanjay and surviving. His dictatorship will
adopt the cruellest. most ruthless methods of Com-
munism and Fascism. Even Mrs. Gandhi may not be
permitted to approve or disapprove.

Sanjay is now unquestionably on the high (or low)
road to absolute power with a tough gang that is not
dependent on Mrs. Gandhi’s pleasure. In the next few
months, the political relationship between Sanjay and
Mrs. Gandhi is certain to become clear and is unlikely
ever to be obscure again. Mrs. Gandhi’s victory at the
polls will be the beginning of her downfall. With a
Sanjay take-over, India’s experiment with democracy
is surely over. The totalitarian darkness is then destin-
¢d to spread over the whole country, for half a century
or more.
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