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Rajiv in Politics

What it means

NISSIM EZEKIEL

The scenario till the final plunge was as carefully
planned as a Hollywood suspense thriller —mystery.
Although she denies it, the manipulator behind the
scenes is Mrs. Gandhi. If she did not want it, Rajiv
would not want it either. He has a mind of his own
and used it precisely as he was bid.

Now he intends only to help his mother, now he
makes a modest public appearance with a 90-second
speech, now he resigns his job and fights an clection.
His mother says repeatedly she has nothing to do with
these decisions and moves. She will presumably not
be responsible for the projects he launches and the
methods he employs, while he is aware, and so is
everyone else, that her approval has already been
obtained.

As a connoisseur of political styles, Mrs. Gandhi
shrewdly distinguishes between Rajiv’s  anticipated
mode of functioning and Sanjay’s well-known dicta-
torial devices. What is common in her sons, she tells
the world, is their integrity, commitment to the country
and intelligence. All three qualities should be studied
in a single case history: Maruti. And Rajiv is an
admirer of his brother, even if he cannot be tarred
with the same brush.

Rajiv has announced that he wishes to complete
the work started by Sanjay. Of course, he doesn't
mean Maruti. Mrs. Gandhi has already said that no-
body can take Sanjays place, though she describes
Rajiv as “a serious, sincere and deeply dedicated young
person.’

In this relationship with Mrs. Gandhi and
in his attitude to his dead brother, I see nothing but
a sinister and wasteful prospect for the country. In
addition to the failure symbolised by Maruti, there
is the noise and upheaval created by Sanjay’s activities
which added up to zero as a contribution to the
nation’s progress. Millions of words were spent on
praising him, rarely clarifying the main issues. Millions
more will be spent now on Rajiv, to the same effect.
Only the equation of power may change, never the
dimension of ideas and values.
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What was Sanjay in that dimension? What is
Rajiv? As for seriousness, sincerity, dedication and
commitment, do Hitler and Stalin fall short of Mrs.
Gandhi’s ideals? It would have been better for the
world if they had shown signs of frivolity and incom-
petence. A few million victims of their ways may
have been saved.

Let Mrs. Gandhi and Rajiv spell out their plans
more comprehensively and with greater democratic
participation, let them define the stages of the work
and the results expected in concrete terms. What Mrs.
Gandhi offers at present is only a series of gestures
in lieu of action, behind a verbal smokescreen of
slogans.

Rajiv is learning to practice the same art. “Vhat
else is the significance of “to complete the unfinished
task™? It is pure rhetoric. Every statement by Rajiv,
every move he makes will strengthen his role as Mrs.
Gandhi’s successor, while no dent is made on poverty,
no single institution improves in the actual working
(only its image is refurbished), no solution ever ap-
pears on the ‘horizon to the multiple ills from wmch
the country suffers today.

It can hardly be said that Rajiv’s career, experi-
ence and record of achievements in the cause cf the
nation’s advancement make him our ideal future leader.
Mrs. Gandhi and she alone has given him that honour.
All the others who clamoured for his entry into politics
and are now preparing to follow his commands will
withdraw their support in the event of Mrs. Gandhi
falling out with Rajiv. In other words, they do not
back him on principle but only out of expediency.

That is why I see his entry into politics as a poor
reflection on our character and on the nature of our
public life. Only slaves follow the movements of their
Master’s eyes and interpret the expression on his face,
moving in the required direction. Free men want
argument and evidence for trusting a man to tackle
their problems, not the kind of testimonials Mrs.
Gandhi has given Rajiv. Even if he is not the disaster
for the country that Sanjay proved to be, he is the
artificial creation of his mother’s devious politicking.

On that politicking he is totally dependent. To
imagine that the nation’s major problems can be
solved by such a clone is folly. Rajiv may be a specta-
cular success or a spectacular failure. (It has to be
spectacular in such cases). I do not believe the differ-
ence will make much difference to the social, economic,
educational and cultural condition of India.
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