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IT 'is a : great pleasure-indeed it is a proud privilege­
fb;· me .to have been invited to deliver the inaugural 

~{aqdr~ss of this conference, a conference which is 
bound to prove to be a unique event .in contemporary 
Asia:·- It, ~s, , I believe, for the first time, that represen.­
tativg: aiirteilectuals, writers , "artfsfs~ - scnolru·s and 
thinkers who have enriched the respective culture 
of their country-have come together to deliberate on 
a theme, that has been the concern ol intellectuals of 
all climes and times. 

; Culture is the precious possession of man. It is 
,vhat _distinguishes him not only from the beast but, 
.in, ··~{ 'finer sense, distjnguishes one individual from 
another. ,Man is moved not merely by material needs. 
Fie is equally moved by intellectual and emotional 
needs. These intellectual and emotional needs of man 
have created the cultural growth of mankind. That 
is ,why they say that man does not live by bread alone. 
It is true that it is bread that makes living possible, 
and that to a starving man God appears in the form 
of food. But the moment man's basic material needs 
are satisfied his spirit is released and it starts roaming 
over the entire expanse of thought and imagination. 
VVhen it is said that culture is the fruit of leisure it 
only means this. It means th at the possibility of 
culture arises only when the minimum basic needs of 
man are satisfied . But these nf'e cls are what man 
shares with beasts. H e does not share with them, or 
rather the beasts cannot share with man , · culture. 
Th at is O!lt' thing which is man 's peculiar g lo rv. It 

' ' 

,. m,· 
i~ entirely the creation .of man. It is _ tiie. f.;~iW 
of his spirit. ' : .} :· .1 ,~, 

This spirit cannot be caged without des~~·yiiigl' it{ 
most fine and valuable elements. Its ope,i'atioQr .£,l-\ll? 

not be confined to a set pattern. Culttir~ tfix..ea to1 ~· 
.... . . . . ~... l' I l "t ·- .1\ 

set pattern IS hke a pool of stagnant wal:er ;r,vhJ,elr 
might, for a moment create an impressio1t'b. (: ' ~)'iity~ 

, and tranquility, but which ultimately m~-\ "''?atl 
atmosphere of disease a~1d death. De~e\¢J?Wg . qui: 
ture is like a running stream whose rythm syhlpplis~s 
the rhyt.hm of life. The mind of man is~ 'th~ -1ri¢st 
sensitive instmment of culture and uri.like stpirfac':{~.I ,.. . , 

sex its needs are not fundamentally phy~iG~I. · 'Npr 
are they limited. They are limitless both in qwintirY 
and quality. That is why culture cannot grpw· ,0,th: . 
out freedom - freedom . tci -expand and~fi-eedom 't6 
explore: · Uniess man;§ mi~1cff~ '!eft -compi.~fY unfet-­
tered ) u. its innate quest for variety, for riew:er ex~ 

-~ ~ "" I 

· perieaee, fo:r · experience for its own sake, it .woUld- · 
not function fruitfully. This is the basic condition 
of cultural growth. Therefore when you gather here 
to fathom and measure the problems of cultural free­
dom, I would say that you have gathered really to 
discuss the fundamental needs of culture. 

Culture and cultural freedom are identical things. ' 
There is no culture without freedom and freedom ;; 
meaningless without culture. A man whose' tieeds 
of the spirit are not satisfied, who, therefore, lives mi 
the level of beasts , cannot be called free. 

But the necessity for freedom itself imposes cer­
tain obligations. The Indian poet Rabindranath 
Tagore wanted the winds of all cultures to blow •freely 
on him, without of course being swept away by any 
one of them. It is indeed a tragedy that so many 
division walls have arisen in the modern world that 
the free How of cultural winds has become almost 
impossible. It is to be hoped that your deliberations 
will go a long way in demolishing these ominous walls 
that have been disfiguring the international landscape. 

Another point we should not forget is th at in the 
wake of political emancipation from alien rule, the 
peoples of Asia today are trving to brin g about better 
eco nomic cond itions. Some or our gm·r'Jilllll' IIts lean 
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towards the principles of the .modern Welfare' S ate. 
In this endeavour the_re is the danger of the State 
becoming 'absnlute, unless, .of · course, the pfipcfr>les 
of democracy are strictly adhered to. In some parts 
of the world we' are witnessing today that the imple-

. mentation of the Welfare State principles requires the 
~ ·suppression of all opposition. . The governments be­

come insensitive to public opinion. In fact the indi­
vidual exists for the State and not vice versa. And the 
State authority is vested entirely in the hands of one 
or .a few selected individuals. These are done all in 
the :narrte of the all-powerful State. Eventually the 
iron grip of such a State extends beyond its own 
frontiers and a new form of imperialism appears, which 
has been fittingly described by our Burmese leader, U 
Kyaw Neyein, as being "even more degrading 
and more dangerous (than old-time imperialism ) 
pecause it is more ruthless, more systematic and 
niore blatantly justified in the name of world 
communist revolution." 

We 'iu· B~rma can congratulate our present leader­
ship that. such a form of imperialistic totalitarianism 

•. has not yet appeared on our scene. As long as we in 
Bwma .adhere to the principles of Pyedawtha - the 
principles which are essentially based upon democra­
tic planning and suited to the mental make-up of the 
Burmese Buddhist philosophy; as long as those in 
India adhere to the principles of Gandhism and 
Bhoodan; ·as long as those in Indonesia adhere to the 
principles behind Pantjsilla; in fine as long as all of 
us do not lose hold of the traditional cultural values 
in our economic or any kind of the state planning, the 
danger of totalitarianism __ can be kept off. --·-·-

Using such nob1e ternis as 'global peace; 1)toad­
based- peoples' democracy,' the new imperialism has 
already appropriated or misappropriated the indivi­
dual freedom of millions -of peoples elsewhere. We 
in the regions of South Asia, Southeast Asia and East 
Asia can also fall easily into the grip of totalitarianism, 
if we rush carelessly for the 'get-rich-quick' techno­
logy and economic planning without paying due 
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regard to the traditional philosophies and cultures. 
4 spiritual vacuum, resulting from rejection of tradi­
tional philosophies, ·poverty from lack · of equitable 
economic planning and 'technical know-how'; illiter­
acy, are factors which pave the way for totalitarianism . 

Culture is indeed the best means of solving · su_c~l 
problems and 'I believe that men of cultur~ are best 
fitted to wield this weapon. For . unlike the politi­
cians, they deal in humanity. They are concerned· 
with the basic values of human experience.• 
They are concerned with men's minds, anil 
thoughts, and emotions which are the basic. factors of 
human understanding. . · 

But they can do this only ·by insisting on -the basic 
values of culture - which indeed are the ·values of 
freedom. You are going to insist on these values, a11d 
I am glad you are holding this Conference in Burm~. 
Burma has chosen a particular road of reconstruction 
-which, as our Prime Minister U Nu has said, was 
chosen with great deliberation. I ·always remember 
those words of his: "Before we decided on -our final 
choice of these two roads - Democracy and Dictator-' 
ship - we pondered deeply. We maP,e ,_our ,choice 
not hap-hazardly but after a serious consideration." 
This choice was deliberate, but it was not ' acti<)ental 
or mechanical. It was finely woven in otir.,Buddhist · 
culture; and the new consciousness of Buddhism 
which our country is displaying indeed ~~titles , it ' 
to be the first venue of this great endeavour "for•'C_ul 
tural freedom in Asia. · ·· · -• 

I am happy to welcome our distinguished Asian 
delegates to our free country where the winds .of all 
cultures are blowing freely. I wish this endeavmv· 
a great success. ir 
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Notes 

The Fall of Malenkov 

over the W:est. This might inevi,tal;>~y lead to 
the end of co-existence in Europe. , 
· But i~ Asia, it appe~s, co-e~istence will b~ pursued 

with a vengeance. ·The backwardness of Asia, its 
poverty and its impatience with the slow process of 
democratic experimentation, all combine . to provjde 
a fertile ground for the spread of communism with­
out having recourse to unnecessarily violent military 

. WfiHE dramatic ousting of Malenkov from the prem- methods. Molotov's friendly reference to India, 
~ ~ . iership and the instalment of Bulganin in his place Burma and Indonesia in his first foreign policy speech 
nave starte,d a wave 'of speculation in Western count- after the new regime took over seems to be a pr~: 

· :!i~s as to the possible line-up of forces inside Soviet Jude to this 'soft' policy that the communists. want < ~~' 
~ussi~ and its likely impact on the domestic and pursue in Asia, in a bid to suck the democratic count­
foreign , policie~ of that country. The policy pronoun- ries of this region into the Communist camp. 
c~m.ents that have accompanied this dramatic shake- Pravda went out of its way to compliment Pandit 
itp .. tend to dismiss the belief that the downfall of Nehru and the Indian people 'who are upholding 
:Malenkov was only the culmination of a sordid their independence and working for pefic.t;' althpugh 
jockeying for power going on inside the Kremlin since the Indian Communist Party never accep~e~ India ;a§ 
the death of Stalin. Current reports on the latest independent till now and always regard.~,d ~.t as ~J:le 
developments in Russia, on the other hand, lend point 'biggest semi-colonial country yet to win ~ [f!;edom.; '· 
to the . feeling that the fall of Malenkov might mean The dangers of this .'friendly' policy to-ryfue ·den;o: 
the end of the era of collective leadership and a throw- cratic countries of Asia are· obvious. In : Europe we 
back to the Stalinist cult of one-man leadership, with have witnessed the tragic fate of those wh(Y in' their 
its attendant stiffness of attitude towards the oppo- naivete accepted this 'friendly' offer and paid for it 
nents of the regime, both inside and outside Russia. with the independence of their countries and with 

The theory of collective leadership was a hasty their own heads. Dr. Benes of Czechoslovakia is a 
improvisation when the contending parties for the classic example of this . It should serve ,•irs· warning 

·legacy that had fallen from the dead hands of Stalin to those in Asia who in their new-found enthu­
found themselves evenly matcl~ed. It was evolv~d as siasm and lack of intimate knowledge of com­
a stop-gap arrangement, but It. could. n_ot pr~VIde a munist working, might be tempted to rush to their 
roomy canopy for the _ contendmg :r_:mrtles, with the 'friendly' embrace . 
. result that the process ef ch elbow:et~ut the"otheif- """"" 
from under its shelter started just when the outside 
\vorld was fed on the do{le put out by: · Pr~vcla and "1 

other Communist papers, that there was fieustruggle 
inside the Communist Party for Stalin's throne and 
that the Party was a family of happy members. But 
Khruschev soon combined with !vlalenkov to get rid 
vf Beria, and now Malenkov himself is got rid of. 
That Malenkov has been made the scapegoat for the 
failure of Khruschev to spur on the production of 
Soviet agriculture shows the measure of impotence to 
iwhich Malenkov was reduced and the strength 
that Khruschev had gathered, after the 
liquidation of Beria. 

A MONG the most encouraging features of our 
cultural life during the p ast few months are the 

steps being taken by writers and intellectuals to orga­
nise themselves against the threat of COJ.Tlmunist 
tyranny. A report from Madras · published · in 
The Indian Express states that more than 150 Telagu 
writers and artists have issued a declaration of "un­
shakeable faith in the ideal of Welfare Stat{( attained 
through Parliamentary Democracy. Coi:J.scius of 
their heritage, they refuse to lend support to "any 
order of society that is alien to the history, traditions, 
cu lture and spirit of the country." 

Khruschev has now no rival in the party, but he 
is not yet the real master of Russia. The army, it 
appears, has suddenly developed ambitions and 
Khruschev has been forced to appoint Bulganin, an 
army man, as the Prime Minister as a sop to the feel­
ings of the Army. Zhukov, the hero of Russian soldiers, 
whom Stalin had consigned to the back-waters of 
Odessa when he saw in him a potential rival, has been 
made the Defence Minister. While it might be a matter 
vf months before Bulganin is "relieved" of his duties, 
in Zhukov Khruschev has a real threat to his power. 

At the moment at least, the army seems to have the 
upper hand . The ne'vv regime's accent on heavy and 
,military industry is a concession to the persistent de­
mands of the military leaders who always held the 
vic,,· th at com munism in Emope has reached its high 
water-mark and furth er expansion is possible 
·only when R u~·sia has the mil itary advantage 

The stand of the Telagu writers is particularly 
heartening because it is not merely negative, "against 
totalitarianism either of the left or of the right," it is 
in favour of fostering certain conditions indispensable 
to the functioning of a democratic government. One 
of these is the right of opposition. AhOther is the 
widespread practice of tolerance, which is a concomi­
tant of the right to oppose authority. The right (to 
oppose ) and the virtue (of tolerance) are naturally 
linked to faith in intellectual liberty. Signatories of 
the Telagu statement are therefore to be congratu­
lated on grouping together all three ancl bringing out 
their logical relationship. "~Te co 11 sicler that intellec­
tu al liberty is the b.irth-righ t of man and the right 
to criticise the Government is implied in intell ect11 al 
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liberty. Liberty is based on the tolerance and 
re~pect for divergent ·opinions." 

Celebrated o poets, scholars and musicians signed 
the statement. Spade work for the endeavour WqS 

made by S. Narayana Babu and P. Padma Raju . 
Similarly, from Bangalore comes news that a national 
Union of Indian Artists and Writers has been formed. 
In a manifesto released recently it declares opposi­
tion to the State imposing on writers "any conditions 
irrelevant to their free mission and activity." 
The 'manifesto warns Indian artists against the 
vaiious "cultural" fronts of the communists. 

Pure Simons 

FROM time to time, there h ave appeared groups 
of individuals who agree with communism but 

not with the communist party. Having in cmrimon 
only a concern for doctrinal purity, some hark back 
to Lenin, others to fallen angels like Trotsky and yet 
others to Marx himself. Compared to the followers 
of orthodox Russian Communism, they may be called 
the devotees of the church of St. Marx and some 
Latter Day Saints or just Seventh Day Atavists. So 
far, they have indulged only in doctrinal quarrels 
qnd amoeboid division. The news of their coming 
together would therefore be truly in the category of 
"man bites dog." 

Such an event took place recently in Bombay when 
the United Marxist Party was formed. The names 
of its constituents are indeed interesting. Some, like 
the-·Bolshevik Party and the Communist League, are 
straight out of the anthropological museums oJ Mar­
xism,-ahd others, like tlie"Peasants and WQ.1:ke1·s Party. 
the Revolutionary Socialist Party and the- Fonvard 
Communist Party are probably in the category of th <:' 
Piltdown Man. In the class of inveterate optimists 
there is a section of the People's Democratic Front. 
which burnt its fingers collaborating with the Com­
munist Party in Hyderabad. The presence of two 
obser\rers from the Scheduled Castes Federation is 
rather strange but perhaps the Federation looks on 
the others as outcast communists. 

The Party, we are told, will oppose both the com­
munist and Congress parties; but otherwise it is full 
of goodwill. It will base itself on "full intra-party 
democracy" and create a "sense of brotherhood" in 
the party. It will be "most friendly" tovvards the So­
viet Union, its satellites and Communist China. Now 
and again it will co-operate with the Communist and 
Socialist parties in order to "create a climate of leftist 
unity"- clearly a case of friendly dry ice on the 
clouds of dissension! 

Members of the new party will, no doubt, wear 
Khaddar and be mistaken for Congressmen. When 
they also talk of Socialist revolution and friendship 
for Russia and Communist China, they will be mis­
taken for communists. But when they add that they 
have no connection with the Cominform, the unini­
'tiated can hardly be blamed for concluding that 
there must be some truth in the reports about 
fl.ying saucers landing. 
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Bray, New World 

MANY human beings have, perhaps, felt s~rry for 
the lower animals who are , denied the benefits 

of a large and watchful bureaucracy and who lack 
the aid of a multiplicity of controls to keep them on 
the straight and narrow path of planned progres~ . 
These people will, no doubt, welcome evide~e 
to the contrary. • ·' .>·· t 

Recently, the Madras Livestock Board alffi'ouhc '·· 
that "donkeys are increasingly becoming 'scarce · 'ill ' 
the State." The very phrase "increasingly beco~:ip.g . 
scarce" is enough evidence o~ decreasing lac~:<of.~'tjdt: 
concern. But not content w1th that, 1;}-le ·Boartl "Put­
poses to meet, under the chairmanship of -the«Ma,dras 
Minister for Agriculture, "to tackle this problem"·.;and 
launch a ''breed more and better donkeys drive." 'Aiid 
who but the perverse could fail to see the "need · for 
more and better donkeys! · "' 

The news that the Rajasthan Governmerfe,has al­
most halved the export duty on donkeys in oi-der to 
step up tl1eir export, encouraging, in itself}. cali only 
afford a short term solution to the problenp of Mad­
ras. A long term solution must involve a: thorough 
examination of more fundamental questions. Should, 
for instance, the drive for more donkeys be entni.sted 
to the private sector or should it be a State monopoly? 
And why, in the first place this scarcity of ldonkeys? 
Could it be that the propaganda for planned parent­
hood has at last fallen on receptive ears? Moreover 
the very fact that there is a surplus in Rajastl1an and 
a scarcity in Madras denotes a lack of co-ordination 
and shows· the need for tackling the entire questioo 
on a national scale. 

Any way it is heartening to see that in the m.arch 
towards the Millenium of Family planning and Fer­
tilizer factories , donkeys, at least, are not forgotten. 

Will be shortly out 

QT_l EST 
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T. HE Co!lfereiJCe.on Cultural Freedom in Asia which .• ~mongst the delegates from Burma were a .judg.e of 
,. met iof Ral)goon ·from 17th . to 20th February was t~e Supreme Court, the .Rector c;>f R~n~oon . Umver, a -· unique ' gather-ing. Leading poe.ts, writers and Sity and a couple of promment umverSity'teache~.ll a~d 

f,hinkers from various Asian countnes came to the la~yers. Japan had sent !hree. prof~s.sors a~d tirree 
-: · nference in their individual capacity to discuss wnters and poets. Mr. fakdu· Ahsjahbana, Indo­
·:4i9 .. ponder the common problems facing Asia nesia's lea~ing writer and Mr. Moc~tar Lubis, · ~ditc;>r 
. -,~~a iWhble. . , , . . of Indonesw Raya, represente~ their ~oun~ .. · :~n1Ia 

-;, ,:The·l Conference was jointly organised by the was represented by a delegatiOn of SIX c?~lSls¥g• of 
~ t6t;gress_ f~r ·Cultural Free.dom and the Society for M~. Jayaprak~sh Narayan, Mr. M.R. Masan~,~Mr. ·1E6~ 

';..:J}xtenswn of. Democratic Ideals of Burma. The da Costa, farkateerth . Laxmanshastri;JJ Joshi, 
~··t;ttt~r \ :is ·an , ,.organisation of Burmese intellectuals Mr. A. ~· Mukerji and Mr V.B. Karnik .:,:The O~er.­
·~.devoted .to : ~he · spread of . knowledge of democratic seas Chmese were also present at the {}(>nf~rence. 

principles and ideals and to the adoption of demo- The~ were represen~ed by Mr. Chang-Ku,o.sm, the 
cnitic practices -in the national life of Burma. Justice President of t~e Asta Pre~s, Dr. .Harry··H. Wang, 
U · Chan · Htoon is the President of the organisation autho.r and wnter, an~ Miss Mana Yen,,~poet and 
and U 'Thant, Secretary to the Government of Burma novelist. Other countn~s represented at the.i C~nfe­
in the Prime. Minister's department, is its Honorary I·ence were Ceylon, Thmland, Laos and G.~bodia. 
Secretary. ·The Society had appointed a Host Com- The Conference began its work on the·IJ.11th after~ 
mittee to , make arrangements for the Conference. noon with a preliminary session which settled the 
Justice U Chan Htoon was the Cl1airma?- of the Host order of business. Justice U Chan Htodn1tif Burma 
Commit~ee and ~ U "Nyo Mya was Its Secretary. presided over the session. Later in the afterriqbi:l, there 
Amongst ;·its. other members were U Thant, U Yan was a public inaugural session which took pface ·at the 
Aung and· Madame Kyaw Nyein, the wife of the historic City Hall. The Hall; which was tastefully de­
Min'ister ' for lindustries of the Government of Burma. corated, was packed to capacity. The ChairnHin'Of th~ 
The association of these eminent individuals with the Host Committee, Justice U Chan Htoon, welcomed 
Coiiference' ·proves that at least in Burma it is recog- the· delegates on behalf of the Society for the Exteii­
nised ~ that ·there ' is .a clear distinction between State sion of Democratic Ideals. In his speech h,e referred 
neutrality and intellectual neutralism. · to the great religious and spiritual revival that was 

The Conference was sponsored by- a numbet ef - taking place ~in Buddhist countries and more parti­
prominent individuals from v~rious countries of Asia. cularly in Burma and pointed out that "an iaea is the 
They were the Honorary ChaJ!m~ 9f the Conference. strongest dynamic power in the world, capable of 
Amongst them are to be found -such names as t~ose integrating and directing forces that can mould the 
of Mqdarne Aung San, the widow of the Burmese history of continents." 
national leader; Dr. Lin Yutang, Chancellor, Nanyang 
UniveJ;sity, Singapore; Dr. Nanbara Shigeru, Presi­
dent -:Ernerj~J1~, Tokyo University; Madame Pibul 
Songgr~w,. .Tl}ailal,ld; Dr. , Sumitrao Djqjohadikusumo, 
Dean,Jfac~tY. of Ecpnqrnics, University of Indonesia; 
Dr!''· ;J;'apf\f.a 1 ,Ko~~_ro, Chief Justice, Supreme Court 
of J~pau; , V, .J'hejn ~·faung, .Chief Justice of the 
\}njol}, .pJ. Burmaj ~ir Arthur Wijeyewardene, retifed 
Chief Justice of .Ceylon; Dr. Conrado Benitez, D~an, 
Filipino vVomen~s University, Manila; Dr. Raziuddin 
Siddiqi, Vice-Chancellor, Peshawar University, Pakis­
tan; Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan; and Dr. Sampurna­
nand, Chief Minister of the State of Uttar Pradesh. 

The Conferenc<:l was attended by thirtyfive , dele­
gates , d,rawn,, fr.om twelve countries. The deleg~tes 
were , eminent and highly respected m€!Jn in their own 
countries . af!d so.me of them have reputations exten­
ding far beyond the frontiers of their own · country. 
From the .Philippines came Dr. Benitez, an eminent 
historian, President of the · Rural Reconstruction 
Movement and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the Filipino Women's University, and Prof. Alfredo 
Morales, a very prominent young academician. Pak­
.istan was represented by a former Cabinet Minister, 
Mr. A. K. Brohi; the Secretary-General of the Pakistan 
Institute of International affairs, Mr. Sarwar Hasan ; 
and an emin~nt author, Dr. Mazeruddin · Siddiqi. 

NO CO-EXISTENCE 

Mr. M.R. Masani, member of the International 
Executive of the Congress for Cultural Freedom, then 
conveyed to the Conference the greetings of the . Con­
gress. In the course of his speech, Mr. Masani 
said: "For us who believe in the equality and 
solidarity of men, wherever they may find 
themselves, the problem of human freedom is an 
indivisible one. We hold it a great truth that 
humanity cannot be half slave and half free . Culture 
to us is an end in itself-something which reflects 
awareness of oneself and the world and the untram­
melled growth of human individuality and happiness. 
Culture to the totalitarians is a mere means to a 
political end already determined by the dictators. 
In the context of the twentieth century, freedom of 
expression is the essence of culture. While therefore 
on the plane of State politics there may perhaps be 
a possibility of co-existence between States based OH 

different ideologies, on the plane of ideas there can 
be no co-existence between the culture of democracy 
and the culture of communism. Freedom is the same 
everywhere. While we may disagree between our­
selves on many matters, we are in fund amental agree­
ment, as against the totalitarians, about the true 
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" ~ ' 1 nal:~u!t it, ma_n ~We .hold, as ~ Just.i<;:e lJ C 1an .Htoon of Ne , into e~qno.~1i9, p9litica}1: t:e!igJou§ ~a1,1d ;nora~ 
~ ihi • 'levating t addr~ss of welcome has suggested :, spheres : and It was ' pomted ·out , that •u':nle:ss -roan 
that ail men ~are a little of that divine spark which changed, all institutional and environmental ·changes 
is' ~ottnnonly• referred to · as the soul. There . ·can were bound to · fail. Information was giveri at .the ses·: 
thettlfbi·ei f'b~ :no 1specifically European, no America1i, sion about the Bliooclan Movement in · India and tli'e • 
hdi,,A$[iail. nan·d :no· African brand of freedom. All the Conference . felt that the Movement· was .1 ~u very 
sru.n:' ··sinae::this"iht ·regional 'meeti!'J.g the Congress for interesting experiment which deserved to be .stutlied 
Q;iflltiuabFrMdom .haS' felt it best to let the initiative very closely. ., , .. -:-•, :1 ,· ·' 

· de.vMop ~i tlm6ng· hthos~ within the region who have Discussion on topic No. 2 took place on!,Satj.lroay 
· ldf~ledge: 'iancl experience of its special circums- the 19th, the third day of the Conference. Mr~ M. 1\:cr 
.. fm.s~ .J.:Hence ' IDY' proud privilege as, so far, the only Masani of India presided over the session and Mt.;Ei:lc 
~fitn·tMerilber,tdf the International Executive of our da'Costa (India) and Mr .. Mochtar .Lubis \(Ind.on,e,sillj.~ 
· dfgaaisatidnl<to ' ·bring to you in person its greetings." acted as rapporteurs. For • convenience 0hdisctiss··· . 
-I'JI'he ·>GtmenU Secretary of the Conference, Mr. the topic was divided into four.;parts ·(1 ,) Legaeyfnf 
Padhyetrthen ·read the messages of greetings. Extracts the Past, -(2) Freedom and EconoJlliC ·· B.lannihg,t'(·3~ 
frbm · . im~ortant messages are · given separately. State and Cultural ·Minorities and·. { 4.) , Totalitarian 

·: ffhb' Mayor of Rangoon U Ba Nyunt, delivered Threats to Cultural Freedom in · Asia, ,!· .:fhe ,;dis­
. the: inaugural address published on the front page cussion on the "Legacy of. the: Past'\ ·,revea,ied , no 

of this'· issue. ' uniformity in outlook with regard to the obstacles that 
Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan then delivered the key- the Past and in particular Colonial r'Administnition 

nq~~ 1 .spet'!Gh. In the course of his speech, he pointed raised to the extension of cultural freedom ll:t•1 the 
o!lt })ow. ,ma.q alone had created culture and how cul- present time. It was felt by some members ' that; 
tw;~ . ,COll-hi not be developed without recognising the while the general system of Colonialisht iwas_.i unt 
sugrern~cy of the individual. ?vi an, he said, was the doubtedly bad, this did not imply that countries of 
root of al~ things and he should be enabled to deve- this area previou·sly dominated by metropolital}· colo­
lop hims~lf as a self-sufficient and self-reliant entity. nialism were not gainers on some .. accounts. · ' The 
l\J.r . .Jayapra,ka:sh Narayan also .r.efert!J!i to the Bhoo- broad conclusion of the discussion was to theie'ffect 
dan Movement .in Iqdia and poin~ed out. how it ·was that : Colonialism had left behind certain •{ cultur·al 
trying to solve many difficult .soCial and economic handicaps and, in the economic .£eld, had tended to 
problems ,not-through legislation or other .aotions .of give a wrong direction to production .which 1 was 
the State but through l:he v9Juntary efforts of . mep. always conceived in the interest of ·the 

The Inaugural Ses~ion' concluded · with the . leaders metropolitan c:ountry. 
of delegations from various cm~ntries expressing their 
greetings and welcoming the idea of . the Conference. 

The · cl.iscussiods of the .Conference began ' on the 
morning of the 18th. The Confei·ence· had before it 
three topics for discussion; ( 1) The Condition of Cul­
tural Freedom in Asia-a 'Review ( 2) Problems of 
Cultural Freedom in Asia and ( 3) New Approaches 
to the Development of. Cultural Freedom · in Asia. 
The three topics were -' subdivided into a m!mber of 
sub-topics.: About thirty papets written by scholars 
from . !riJ.any ·of the 'participating eountries had been 
received 1 on these topics. · Prominent amongst th:ose 
who wrote the papers were Prof. Alfredo l\1orales, 
Prof. Takeyama Michio, Prof. G. D. Parikh, Principal 
V. K. Gokak, Rev. U Thittila, Prof. Ohira Zengo, iVIr. 
Eric da'Costa and Tarkateerth Laxmanshastri Joshi. 

' The discussion of topic No. 1 began in closed 
session on the 18th and continued throughout the clay. 
Mr . . A,K. Brohi of Pakistan presided over the session 
and- Mr ... ~IK. Mukerji (India) and Mr. l\!Iazheruddin 
Siddiqi · (Pakistan) acted as rapporteurs. In the 
morning session the discussion centred on the place 
of· religion in the new resurgence and how far reli­
gion could meet the challenge of communism. Vari­
OIIS views were expressed about the revival of Hud­
dhisrn in Burma and of Islam in Pakistan. The 
consensus of opinion , however, was the~t the nee<i of 
the day was a positive faith in l1t1manism. In the 
course of the discussions which took place in the after­
noon on other sub-topics, attention was particularly 
directed towards the danger of compartmentalisation 
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PLANNING AND FREEDOM 
A most interesting discussion took place" on the 

sub-topic of Freedom and Economic Planriing. It 
was realised that while in the peculiat conditions 
obtaining in Asian countries it was· necessary for 
the State to intervene to a large e{(tent in bring­
ing about econon1ic development, the growing inter­
vention of the State represehted a danger to Cul­
tural Freedom. The danger could b~ minimized; 
it was pointed out by some, by regional ,irlste'ad d.( 
national planning. Another view forcefully ptes'ent'ed 
at the session was that neither State enti:i(prise 'hot:' 
private enterprise provided a solution to the 'probl·ein: 
The problem could be solved, it was pointed out, by 
developing an economy largely based , on the self­
suffi.ci{mt village, which it was possible· to organise· on 
the basis of new advances in technology. 

Ii1 the course of the discussion on the '3rd sub-topic, 
partichlar reference was made to the conditions of the 
Overseas Chinese. The Conference expressed its 
sympathy with the plight of Chinese intellectuals ·and 
heard with horror, from those with personal experi­
ence, of the conditions existing in the Chinese Peo­
ple's Republic. In the course of the discussion on 
sub-topic four , it was realised that, though there were 
many internal threats to culture .in the various count­
ries represented at the Conference, the most 
dangerous threat was the one represented by 
International Communism. 

The last topic was discussed at the session of the 
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Conference which was held on . the. morning ·of the 
.26tl:f, 1u der . the presidentshiiJ of 'br.' Conra'do Benitez 
of Philippines, with Prof. Morales (Philippines). and 
Mi. D'Silva (Ceylon) as rapporteurs. The discus-

.flion revealeo a general awareness on the part of the 
~ ~~J,ega~f:)S , o£ '~(( .. nece~~~ty to develop in their respec.­

'~ive RP,untr\e~ , - .~he : movement for cult':ral freedon:t. 
Sff,y,er~l delegates promised to establish, o.n the~ 
return Committees for Cultural Freedom m therr 

·~fSP~it~Yfe .. ~gun4i~s or to . organise other activities 
· ·of~ $tmP.lll: , n1,1.tur~ . . 1 ,It · was resolved at the end that 
Mr.J iP~gpy~, whprhas ,been appointed by the Congress 
-.£91~ Culttl1:'~!LFr~edo.m as its representative in Asia, 
.~QqQ.l<;l)~!i .-eQt};'V.sted with the task of co-ordin(J.ting the 
N,lo~ement dJ3yeloping in various· Asian countries with 
the, assis.~an«~ q£ ~ Consulative Group consisting of an 

" eminent individual . from each country. The Confer­
ence· ~ep , t)nded. wit4 a vote of t.han~s to . the Host 
Committee; and . NJr. P.adhye the General-Secretary. 
Mr. Pad.lJ.ye ·.also .thanked :the .. delegates for their; 

~ assistance. a'nd cooperation. 
' · bn the' ~same day, there ·was a conclvding public 

s'ession .at whicH speec1ies 'weie delivered by some of 
the prbminent' deleg'ates e'xplaining the discussions 
that' took 'place" l\t the' Conference. Daw Mya Sein 
of Burma . pres'idtbd ov'er the ' meeting and speeches 
w~re .. ' ?~li~~r,da, ,by . ~r; S~dd~qi (Pakistan) , M~. Eric 
da Costa · ( I~dia) 1'. Mr. Sarwar Hasan (Pakistan) , 
Justice U 'Chan Htodn (Burma) and Prof. Watanabe 
(Japan): · Moving a vote of thanks to the Chair and 
and to tne ' Burmese hOsts, Mr. Mas ani explained the 
significance <of the Conference and pointed out how 
i[\ its 'own· humble way the Conference had made its 
contribution to the defence of democracy and free­
dom -in Asia. 

' I} '! 

Freedom First 

• 'f.he '•Host C,ommittee had made . e~cellent ;u;rartge~ 
··~m~hts ~for th~ t::o'i!ference ( l nti . all ~: cl'efegates ;wele 
greatly touched by the generous hospitality of which 
they · were the recepients and the many social and 
cultural functions organised for their benefit. 

·The Conference was voted a success by all -those 
who participated in it. · It brought together 'for· the 
first time from various countries of the region men 
and women who were able by the end of the procee­
dings ' to develop ·a common framework of t~Mienc'e 
and a feeling of belonging :to a ;fraternity. THe Gorg 
ference has laid the basis for the ' expansibn•of the 
movement for cultural freedom in · Asia. It tnow re­
mains to give the go'odwilf , anH' · ~ndet~tanging 
created by the Conference a stable orga'1lis\ttioi1<il 
form so that it may prove to be the begi'n'nin~11of •a 
widespread movement for the defence andfradvance 
of cultural freedom. · · ;; ~!•II ,,,, 

Writing in the Sunday Ohsf!1'V,et· ( Londo'*iy, PkPi~ 
Deane, who came to Rangoon from New De\lh tq 
cover the conference, refers to the participarttd:o 'the 
confertmce as "the first group of Asians \V\r · ha~~ 
faced up to the unpopular. task of poin.t~ng ?~~these 
dangers to freedom. These men are not embittered 
secOnd-raters. !hey could 'be in. ~h~ ?r~ve.(s,'~s.~.at)f 
they cared to climb on to the bandwag<?n.. Th~,r havp 
prefei'red ( admjttedly with varying _ degrees. bf con­
viction, and from different intellectual inotives,some 
religious, some humanistic, some p~rely rati~mil) to 
swin',t 'against 'the stream." . . '.' :} ' 
D~ane then goes on to ask:. "Can. tqese ,;;en _·_who 

seek to bring enlightenment compete . with , ,rabble­
n;msers who offer the quickest way ·<,)Ut of p,overty? 
The inspiring fact is that .they .are willing to try." . 

·,· :M.essages To The Conference 
[T~~ follQU;t~g ;d~k · ext·l;acts f1'0m. soine of the impottant messages ·received by the Conference fo1' ' Q.ult~ral 
., .. ,,;Jn :nt 111f1J ,:; F1'eedom in Asia] 

I [J1:. Lin -Xutang, .. Chancellor, Nan yang U niver­
. sity~ Singapore: 

"It is important in this hour of confusion and chaos 
in , thj~1king that scholars and professors who are de­
voted, to tre ,preservation o.f freedom of thought 
should come .together and discuss the vital relevant 
prob~e,W,~· .',,lt {qny ~uml;>le, opinion that, in 01~d~r to 
functiop; ,properly, the Congress sh~u]d keep Itself 
absolutely, p~ear of party affiliations. 

Sir Arthur Wijeyewardhene, former Chief 
Justice of Ceylon: 

"The Conference on Cultural Freedom in Asia is 
a definite step in the great movement for Peace i11 
Asia and the 'Vorlci. The meeting of delegates 
from many Asian countries and the discussion 
of important and thought provoking subjects cannot 
but contribute towards the establishment of 
peace and the demoli tion of all warlike ten den c ie~ . " 

Dr. Kotara Tanaka, Chief Justice Q/ the 
Supreme Cou1t of Japan: 

"The various cultural, political or economic prob­
lems which mankind is facing at present are ultimately 
connected with a higher order, that of ideas. 'f.hat 
is as true of Asia as it is of the rest of the world. But 
in Asia, the spiritual root of our problem must be 
more clearly emphasised, because we have introduced 
the material aspects of Western Civilization at the 
sacrifice of our own tradition of intelletual, moral and 
spiritual values. 

The caLl of the hour is urgent. We must lay aside 
all differences caused by the accidents of geography 

· and of history; we must unite in the acceptance of uni­
versal id ea~ transmitted by a common heritage; and. 
finall y, in order to collaborate with one another for 
the noble cause of humanity, we must not hesitate to 
enrich and strengthen ourselves through the 'Vestern 

(C ont'inucd 0 11 )Jage ll ) . 



Irtdia11 ·Cinema 
rby S. S. Vasan 

Mr.<S. '8. Vasan, .President of the Film Federat·ion of India, is not only a wellknown film producer but· dls'o a 
prominent -advocate of cultural freedom. The following are ·extracts.from a speech delivered by"h{hi at 'a 
· , , , . . Film Seminar held recently in New Delhi · ' '! · ·· · 

) ,. 

I ~1-iouto ·like. 6rst . of all to express ,my ' l{tmos~ is that public men and ' philosophers 'have neglected 
, gratitp.de to the .All . India Sangeet Natak Akademi the study of it. When they think qf t~e cih~\tH~'; they 

tor: h!l·ling .. organised this Seminar on films. . Today think only of sex and immorality. They ddrho't tliink 
is, ye.t ... another important day in the history, of the of the bettei· aspects of the cinema. Man'y'.f~(thep\ 
Indian 6lm industry, for here again a weighty body, have a closed mind on the subject. · T.hey"siiffe\:1fiom 
backed and blessed by the Government, is recognis- a complex, caused by 'the age-old prejudiCe • of sh­
ipg .the film industry, not as a subject for legislation. called 'genteel' folk towards any kind of snow 'bU~i~ 
and .control, but as something that is capable of ness and the men and women engagetl ih •it: ~' Even 
making a vital contribution to our national ·culture. in countries like England and America, which'~re ·cer-
. The cinema may be young. It may still be un- tainly more advanced than India, they lookfloWn· up­

stable. It may .lack the support of the old tradi- on actors and actresses with an air of sup'ehoHty; · •' 
tional~y minded people; but no one can deny th~t Another reason for the inhibited g~owin,r;~f , ·~he 
the cin~ma has come to stay. It reaches hundreds cinema is the confused thinking abollt' it~1 , 1,\Sl:i, its 
and milli.ons, of people every day, feeding them with scope and purpose. What are the uses. t<:>;'fWC~ the 
ideals, moving their emotions and nJ,oulding th,eir cinema can be put? It can be used as,, fl. ,v_qwerful 
tho1,1ghts. Its growth is therefore inevitable. It has supplementary aid in education. It can b.e, .a!iJ,d to 
strongly rooted itself in people's lives and will soon a very large extent is, used as a means of prop~ganda, 
d¢velop itself. to such an extent that nobody will eve,r publicity and advertisement. It can be d(wdqped as 
have the time to think of its stability or question one of the fine arts in its own right. It can he used 
its utility. · . as a medium for the enlightenment of other nations 

Mr. Justice Rajama_nnar, President of the Sangeet about our own culture, customs and manners. 
Natak Akademi; said at the time of its inauguration: 
"It will be one of the functions of this Akademi to · The scope of the cinema being so wide and · the 
set up high standards for this new form of art, with- purposes for which it can be applied so varied, it .is 
out impairing its commercial value." To raise the obvious that the agencies employing the medium of 
artistic staildards without impairing its commercial the screen for various specific purposes must also be 
value: that is the crux of the question. Film artistry necessarily as varied. Its use as a medium of adver­
is unfortunately compelled to compromise with the .tisement, for instance, can be sponsored only .. by com-

'mercial interes ts. As a medium of mass etlucation 
people's s~andards ·in life at:ld art. This is the greatest it is pre-eminently the domain of riational 'and State 
handicap of the film. It has to make itself acceptable 
and ,W, ordeJ;" to achifi:ve this end it has to go through Governments. It is indeed a great pity that our edv­
great ·binders of infinitely variegated tastes and to cational institutions have not begun · to exploit 
reach and satisfy the public. It has to draw millions the immense potentiality of the film for educa­
o£ spe,ctators. be(ore the investors can hope to get tiona! purposes. 
ba'ck their outlay.' 11he • mass audiences are generally What is the ground on which the industry is· some­
not well equipped to appreciate artistic subtlyties. times run down? That our films do not educate, they 
It cannot be denied that sometimes films fail misera- only entertain! The truth is that while a preacher 
bly when they become too artistic! may be entertaining, the entertainer who takes to 

·The great majority of the cinema audiences tend preaching is in danger of becoming a bore. There­
to favour melodrama and other easier forms of emo- fore film producers should always remember that '' if 
tiona! expression. . Taking our own standards, for they forget their fundamental role of entertainers and 
instance, I do not hesitate to accept the fact that attempt to pose as preachers, they will be doing so 
improvement in' the artistic standards of our films has at their peril. Rajaji has said: "Those who give 
been slow and halting. I think this is in a large healthy and good entertainment are doing a pat-

. measure due to our low economic standards. riotic service." 
The Indian film industry is now over 40 years old. What will definitely solve the problems of this vital 

According to a recent industrial survey, it stands indw;try and make it grow are the following: ( 1) 
second in respect of capital investment, fourth in Allow cinemas to multipl y, without let or hindrance 
respect of wages paid and fifth in respect of the num- ( 2) Reduce tax ou admission considerably, if indeed 
her of people employed. Yet, we have only 8)~ it can not be abolished altogether (3) Allo'v thoughts 
theatres per million of our population. This is the an d ideas to grow by liberalising censorship ( 4 ) Sub­
lowest figure for any progressive country in the world. sidise edu cntional, aesthetic and artistic films ( 5 ) 

One of the reasons why the cinema has not pro- Help manufacture of raw film s and other equipment 
gressed in proportion to the needs of our population in this cou ntry. 
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Man· And The State 
by Yatin Gaznavi 

·~· :F' each of th~ human rights was ~y its nat.ur~ a~so-
lutely unconditional and exclusive of. hmitatwn, 

like a divine ·attribute, obviously any conflict between 
them . would . be irreconciliable. But who does not 
know that in reality . these rights, being human, are, 
like everything human, subject ~o cond~tim~s and 
limitations, at least as far as the1r exercise IS con­
cerned? . Th~t the various rights asc~ibed to the 
human being limit each other, particularly eco­
nomic and social rights, the rights of man as a person 
involved in the life of the community, cannot find 
room in actual fact without restricting, to some extent, 
the freedoms an<! rights of man as an individual per­
son, goes without saying .. · What creates. irreducible 
differences and antagonisms among men IS the deter­
mination of the degree of Sl,.ICh restriction, and more 
generally the determination of the scale of valu~s t~1at 
governs the exercise and the concrete orgamzatwn 
of these various rights. 

Here we are confronted with the clash between 
incompatible political philosophies; because ~e~e we 
are no longer · dealing wi~h the simple recogmtwn of 
the diverse catagories of human rights, but with the 
principle of dynamic unifi.cation ~n accordance w.ith 
.which they are translated mto actwn; we are dealmg 
with the tonality, the specific key, by' virtue of which 
<Wferent music is played on the . same ke.yboa~d , 
either in harmony or in discord With the exigencies 
of human dignity. . . . 

\iVe can imagine that the advocates ~f a hberal-m­
dividualist, a communist, or a personalist type of so­
ciety will set down on paper similar,. perhaps identi­
cal lists of the-riahts of man. They w1ll not, however, 
pla'y the instrm;ent in the same way. Everything 
depends upon the supreme value in accordan~e with 
which all these rights will be ordered and will mu­
tually limit each other. It is by virtue of the hier­
a),'chy of values to which we subscribe that we 
determine the way in which the rights of man, eco­
nomic and social as vvell as individual, should, in our 
eyes, be translated into the order of fact. Those 
whom for want of a better name, I just called the 
advoc~tes of a liberal-individualist type of society, see 
the mark of human dignity first and foremost in the 
power of each person to appropriate individually the 
goods of nature in order to do freelr whatever he 
wants· the advocates of the communist type of so­
ciety ~ee the mark of human dignity first and fore­
most in the power to submit these same goods to the 
collective command of the social body in order to 
"free" human labour (by subduing it to the economic 
community) and to gain control of the movement of 
history; the advocates of the personalist type of so­
ciety, as one of which, Man And Th e State" identifies 
M. Jacques Maritain to be, see the mark of human 

''MAN AND THE STATE by J acques Maritain. edited b y Richard 
O'Sul livan. Hollis and Ca1ier. 1954. pp. 198. sh 21 ; -

dignity first and foremost in the power to make ~these 
same goods of nature serve the "common achieve­
ment of 'intrinsically human, moral and spiritual 
goods" and of man's freedom or autonomy._ ·i' Th~se 
three groups will inevitably accuse each other of Ig­
noring certain essential rights of the humap. 1 be,i.ng. ' 
It remains to · be seen who makes a faithful image 
and who a distorted image of man. 

A, SOCIETY of free men implies basic tenets which 
are the core of its very existence. A geriuine 

democracy implies a fundamental agreement p~tween 
minds and wills bn the bases of life in common;' it is 
aware of itst:;lf and of its principles, and it IJiust be 
capable of defending and promoting its own ' c9ncep­
tion of social. arid political life; "it must bear t within 
itself a corriinon human creed, the creed of freedom." 

The body politic has the right and the duty td pro­
mote among its citizens, mainly through education, 
the human - and essentially practical - creed on 
which depend national communion and civil, _peac~. 
It has no right, as a merely temporal or secul~i.' body, 
within the sphere where the modern State errjoys its 
autonomous authority, to impose on the citizens or to 
demand from them a rule of faith or a conformjty of 
reason, a philosophical or religious creed which 
would offer itself as the only possible justi:S.cation 
of the practical charter · through which the com­
mon secular faith expresses itself. 

The important thing for the body politic is that 
the democratic sense be in fact kept alive by the 
adhesion of minds, however diverse, to this moral 
charter. The ways and the justification by 
means of which this common adhesion is 
brought about belong to the sphere of · inner 
freedom of mind and conscience. 

The problem of freedom of expression is not a 
simple one. In discussing freedom of expression we 
have to take into account a variety of aspects. On the 
one hand, it is not true that every thought as such, 
because of the mere fact that it was born in a human 
in tellect, has the right to be spread about in the body 
politic. On the other hand, not only censorship and 
police methods but any direct restriction of freedom 
of expression, though unavoidable in certain cases, 
are the worst way to ensure the rights of the body 
1JOlitic to defend freedom and the common charter; 
because any such restriction runs counter to the 
essential spirit of a democratic society. 

'Moreover, the common agreement expressed in 
democratic faith is not of a doctrinal but merely of a 
practical nature. As a result the criterion for any 
interference of the State in the realm of ideas and 
their expression ought also to be practical, not ideo­
logical: the more extraneous this criterion is to the 
content of thought, the better it will be. It is too much 
for the State, for example, to judge whether a work 
of art is possessed of an intrinsic quality ol· immorality. 

(Continued on page 11 ) 
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Reciews 
Education for World Understanding 

By R. P. Masani, (K & J Cooper, Educational Publishers, 
·· · Bombay) · 

M, .. ODERN education in general suffers f~om what 
br. Paul Hoffman woul.d characterise as "acade­

' riiic frustrations'', though he used the phrase in ~he 
•Mtiteit .s>f ·economic studies. For, modem education 
has failed to transcend national limitations and racial 
prejudices. It makes no contribution to the prevent­
ion of world disunity and war. Educ(lt~onists all ov.er 
the free world are seriously engaged in evolving a 
corrective to modern education. Prof.. John Dewey 
offered his new scheme of educatio~1·; ···schools of to­
morrow" for this purpose. Sir R. P. Masani's latest 
book, "Education for World Unde:_~~a~1ping" wh~ch 
is written under .an arrangement benye~n UNESCO 
and the Indian Institute for Educational and Cultural 
Co-operation, is a commendable wo.t~: in the sam.e 
direction. The book is intended to serve as a basis 
for the furtherance of the ideal of one 'world and 
world community, with human liberty, equality and 
frate~nity as the . ruli11g principles of social, national 
and international life. 

Sir Rustom's book is undoubtedly a most important 
contribution to moderQ educational ideas . . A hand­
book of suggestions to teachers, it provides valuable 
guidance to render the teaching of literature, history, 
geography, civics, mathe~atics and .the scie?ces re~lly 
worthwhile. It seeks to mfuse an mternational spmt 
into the teaching profession - the first step towards 
fostering the "world view" envisaged by Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer. 

"May we not hope that the threat to civilization of 
the twentieth century may stimulate 'the human race 
to avert the impending crisis by such a revolutionary 
change in its ideology as would enable it to rise to a 
higher and loftier conceptidn of human relationship 
and a better and worthier order of human society? 
How can man's longing for such a change be satis­
field?" asks the author. Indeed, the book itself is 
an answer. 

Dr. Radhakrishnan in a brief foreword rightly says: 
"'Mr. R. P. Masani provides the teachers with material 
which they can use for fostering world loyalties, a 
sense of moral values, the dignity and freedom of the 
huJ?an spirit. Those who use it will catch a little of 
his deep faith and enthusiasm." 

The present book is one more testimony to the 
author's great scholarship and learning. It deserves 
to be read not only by teachers but by all educated 
men and women, anxious for a new world order of 
solidarity, happiness and peace. 

Sir R. P. Masani offers a ne"v ph ilosophy of educa­
tion- a philosophy which has the whol e world as its 
perspective. In this respect he is continuing the great 
traditions of Rousseau, Pestalozzi, Spencer and others. 

ADAJ\f ADJ L 
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Reluctant Traveller in Russia 
by Tadevsz Wittlin, Rinehart & Co., New York, $ 3.00. 

M R. WITTLIN was one of those who fled from 
German-occupied Warsaw and attempted to 

cross into France through Russian-occupied Eastern 
Poland. He was caught by the Soviet Security Po­
lice; so that, from having been in the frying:pan, he 
was now in the fire. From then on, for ' o\h~r two 
years, he was sent from one Forced Labour Qamp to 
another-he had a chance to become verf·•Well · ac­
quainted with Siberia, as well as with the offi<_:ials who 
rule over the destinies of all Russians. The R,eluctant 
Traveller is the. s tor~ of th?se two terr!f}e· · yearsi 
but the story IS wntten with so mucH ·• coqrage 
and humour that even the most dreadful parts never 
become too unbearable. 

Many writers have the gift, made fashidnable in 
the thirties, of writing a grimness and sordidness into 
ordinary everyday life. Mr. Wittlin has the;~conttaiy; 
gift of writing lightly about extreme cruelty az:t8 )Jq~, 
ror. To be quite frank, if this book had bee11l wri~ten 
in any other manner I doubt if it could have ha.d a 
chance of being read by · many people. Some things 
are too terrible to think or read about. And few pe0ple 
have the strength of will and determinatioq.,to . ·face 
terrible truths which are not immediately before their 
eyes. It is to the credit of Mr. Wittlin that .. he has 
managed to pass through his experiences as a Soviet 
prisoner without letting them embitter him. 

L...\EEQ FUTEHALI.,Y 

Czechoslovak Exhibition 

A VERY impressive structure has been p{lt up in 
a matter of days to house the Exhibition of Czech 

Industries in Bombay. As you enter it the first thing 
that strikes you is the noise-the noise of the tractor 
pumping water-the noise of many large mach~ne;'l 
working together-and the noise of the music. frqm 
the loudspeakers-all doing their best, no doubt, tb 
drown the still small voice. 

Even to the layman it seemed obvious that the big­
ger machines - like tractors, lathes, drills and so on 
were very "good." They looked workmanlike and com­
petent and had an excellent finish. Without being 
an enthusiast !n these things, one still realized that 
the J awa motorcycles were lovely machines; even the 
ordinary pushbikes were beautiful. In fact every­
thing remotely connected with machinery was ex­
tremely good. The typewriters, dental chairs, medi­
cal equipment, etc. were all of a superior quality; 
far supe1ior, if one remembered rightly, to anything 
that was displayed at the Industries Exhibition of the 
U.S.S.R. and its satellites three years ago. The high 
standard es tablished by Skoda for instance, seems to 
have been maintained in " ew Czechoslovakia", as 
the handout called that country. 
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I. C. C. F. NEWS 

* 
Ehe Poona group hqs planned k lecture series on 

''R~valuation .of Refor111 Tren.ds' in Maharashtra durii1g 
the last '' ce.ntury." Three lecture~ of the series 
were delivered on 25th and . 27th January. The 
sp~hl<er~ · were Dr. P~ G. Sahas'rabuddhe, Mr. V. D. 
Ghate and Prof. M. P. Mangudkar. The personalities 
that the SJ?eakers dealt 'Yi0 were Mr. Agar~ar, Mr. 
V . .R, .Shinde an9. Mr. Jotlba ,Phuley. The lectures 
were held in 'the hall of the Sahitya Parishad anc1 
w,ere largely. att~nded. The other two lec~ur¢s of. the 
jer1es by Dr. D. R. Gadgil on_. Ranade ru1d . by Prof1 
G. B. Sardar on Lokahitawadi will be delivered in 
the month of Marc~------------

(CZECHOSLOVAK EXHIBlTION-Cont'd from 11age 10) · 
Consumer goods, on the other hand, were very dis­

. appointing: It might be that the variety and inspira. 
tion :of our Indian handicrafts has spoilt us .. for appre: 
dating the. humdrum consumer goods ·of other couh­
tJ;_ies; , Of• • tl!at; accustomed 'to the high standard of 
British •crafunanship, we are intolerant of · anything 

. thaf,falls short of it. Be that as it may, most Indians 
must have found the textiles drab and uninteresting, 
while some things; like toys, suitcases, etc. , were 
shoddy almost beyond belief. 

Czeckoslovakia has always been noted for its cut­
glass. Most of the crystal at this exhibition was a 
.repetition of old designs, quite niCe, but certainly not 
inspired. Beads, trinkets, and imitation jewellery 
had been another speciality of Czechoslovakia. They 
continue to make them, in much the same patterns and 
styles as they did before. The one item coo.spicuous 
by its absence was Czech embroidery. Most Central 
European countries produce beautiful and vivid pea­
sant embroidery, and the Czech embroideries were 
one of the most beautiful and vivid . It was sad to see 
that this exquisite form of folk art was not represented 
here. One can only hope that it has not ceased 
to exist altogether. 

L. F . 

(MESSAGES-Continued from page 7) 
philosophy of · life as it has developed .from an 
intimate contact of two millenia with Christianity." 

Dr. Han Suyin, the wellknown Chinese woman 
writer: 

"It is a matter of enduring regret for me that, 
owing to my daughter's illness, I am not aQle t,o at~e.nd 
this conference of Asian writers, the firs t o~ .-f,~s J<Wd~ . 

Freedom, under whose a1,1spices your . -r8»f~repqe, 
is held, is the very essence of a writer's W;d~k. · It'~i'> 
the breath of creation. Liberty alone can 'iilterrogat~~ 
search, demand to know, find truth aD.a 'Mt~tlish'"it 
in ·harmony in the hearts . of men·. ' ·. ;; 't '' 

But the word freedom has been sundered from its 
reality, as have many other words,_ St,l,Cl} -f\S,1 pe~fe, 
and happiness. Such beauteous WQrds,. are •. ~,O\Y su,~­
pect of treachery, cynically evil, so , viciol}S.r:Jnl:l )9,9P­
stant in their misuse. Freedom has . a,, 4,er-!Si,y,~ 1rfHgr 
so -often does it serve , to. lab~l . a he,a,v~<(J .ffin9.age. 
Never have words assailed the air about us and -dea­
fened us so much; never have they. mel;\nt, so Utt].e. 

And so many of us, with a ·shred. of .love :for ,the 
true meaning of words, feel lost and desolate·. in the 
terrible jungles of verbiage which thickens around us. 
We grope blindly, going neither forward nor back, 
turning on ourselves, and sinking, occasionally, in the 
swampy grounds of officious propaganda · and · otiose 
fanaticism. This conference is a coming·· together .•of 
people who want to find a way out· of this • swampy 
jungle. Here, as exhausted wanderers . II_leeting and 
gathering comfort and help from one 1 another and 
sharing resources, we meet · in a · quest for the real 
things that matter and ask Heaven's blessings to 
attend us in this search." 

Mr. Be1tmnd Russell, Hon. Pmsident of the 
Congress for Cultuml Freedom, Paris: 

"The objects of the Conference have my whole­
hearted sympathy. Cultural freedom in many part;s 
of the world has diminished in recent times, hut 
its importance for the well-being of mankind is 1at 
least as great as it ever was. I hope that the deli­
berations of the Conference will be successful in 
furthering the great purpose for which it 1 

has been called." 

(MAN AND THE STATE-Cont'd from page 9) 

Is not, one may counter, the perversion of human 
minds, is not the destruction of primary truths much 
more detrimental to the common good of the bpdy 
politic than any other work of corruption? Yes, it is. 
But the fact is that the State is not equipped to deal 
with matters of intelligence. 

Each time the State disregards this basic truth, 
which flows from the nature of the State, the order of 
intelligence is made to suffer. And since the order 
of intelligence always has its revenge, the body poli­
tic, in one way or the other, is ultimately made to 
suffer. M. Maritain, however, maintains that only 
one society can deal with matters of intelligence­
"The Church." Those who know their history well 
can scarcely £ncl it difficult to disagree. 

11 
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With· Many Voices 
"The deep 

Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world." ' 

.. ~lfb~ 1a.t~$i: rep'9'rts . cia~ that both China and Rus­
sHe~f,~.~n'clin¢d to tiwise their stand on' the Kuoming­
talitf're~in\e's' ' par,ticipa~on in the proposed confer­

.~ilc~. o~. F6r:rpqsa . .. ~et us hope nobody will suggest 
th~rtpis :¢oQcess,i<:m: qn their part is "influenced" by 
Sir ' :Alifhony Ederi or Mr. John Foster Dulles. 

-The Free Press Journal, February 18, 1955. 
I!F> ! l w 1 

1n ''fheir foreign policy the rulers of Russia follow 
do'sely the lines oftheir imperialist predecessors. At 
hoqie 'lliey c~y on and intensify the traditional Rus-
si1fH.~poli¢e''stafe. · ·. · 
:·,;,j·,~~~· _9.1e~~nt Attlee, Tlwu.ght, January 29, 1955. 

.'Tlie free people of Asia ought to be thankful to 
, Ar'rietica. . Because she has the atom bomb, there is 
nd · \var· yet. 
dJJ\hi:l .. ·.-Sir John Kotelawala, Times of India; 

· February 1, 1955 
r! : 

There ·can · be no question as to the Communist 
goal . in ·Asia .. · It is to take possession, or at least 

·achieve dmhinant control, of one-third of the world's 
population and. the enormous agricultural and indus~ 
trial potential of the area. 

.i-Mr, · Harold E. Stassen, Times of India, 
February 1, 1955. 

The British Government regard the islands 0f 
Quemoy and Matsu as "part of China," Sir Roger 

'Makins; Brit~sh Ambassador to the United States 
s~i.d., :her~, . r~~lying to questions after he had spoken 
at a· luncheon of the Executives' Club of Chicago. 
.Miel!d 'if Britain would surrender Hongkong to Com­
rill:fnist' ' China, he 'repHed: · "Hongkong is British 

. J.'~rritoL'Y." .-,. . ,,, ; 

· -·-Bangkok Post, February 21, 1955. 

One cannot laugh posthumously. Otherwise, the 
Soviet Union would have resounded with Gargantuan 
laughter when on February 8, the resignation of 

- Georgi Malenkov was announced . . . 
·~~ . -The Radical Hwnanist , Febmary 13, 1~55 . - ~-- ·- ---~---------- - ·- --- --------
~ 

• ~ ) · • r 1 

·~ INDIAN .COMMITTEE FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM ... ...... ~~-

• ~ · 127, Mahah11a Gandhi Road, 
B o MBAY l. 

Please enrol me as · a mcrnbf'r of the Indian Committee for 
Cultural Freedom. I remit the annual membership fee of 
Hs. 3/ - by ....... ... ... . .. . . 

Name : .. . .. .. . . ... . ...... . ............ .. .... . . 

Address : ... . . . . .. . . ... . . ........ .. .... .. . . . . .. . 

Dale : . . .. . . .. . . . .. .. . ... . Signa t ure 

-Te-nnyson . 

On the question: of the Kuomingtal'l'g"-T~i~is 
participatio~ .a.t the proposed conference on Fo~mosa, ·' 
Mr. Nehru IS influenced by Churchill. · ; · · 

-Pravda, widely reported in the Indian 1Press. 
'• . , 'I /lo ~ 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant has strongly st1ggested 
to the Prime Minister that before Mr, Menol;-tis ' tak'en 
into the Cabinet the Public Accounts Cofnmftt'ee 
must be given the opportunity to · cons,ider ·the 
Governrnent of India's stand vis-a-vi's the jeep scandal 
and other affairs of the High Commissioner on · which. 
it had passed grave strictures. -~ . •q ~· ~·~t! 

-The Current, February 23, 1955. '' .. 
Is it true that M. Khruschev, who has emerge~~s 

the new strong man in Russia does not bl;lliev&-,in 
co-existe~ce in the political field, but OJ;lly,) n th€( 
commercial? . ·' · ·. · . . . )'' ;[• 

-H. V. Kamath, The Current, Fehr11ar,y 
. 2l?, 191>5. 

The .B'ritish Communist leader Harry Poll~tt "de­
clined to make any comment" (on the Kremlin Switch­
over.) His' immediate headache: how to s<J:tiare his 
propagahda about the Soviet agricultural 'triumphs 
with Malehkov's admission of failure in that field. • 

-The Current, February 23, 1955. 
----.- - "' 

The so-called peace committees have not come for­
ward to express any opinion, organise protests and 
demand a ban on the Russian hydrogen bo,mb. If , 
they sincerely believe in peace they must denounce 
Russian efforts to develop and poss6Ss atomic weapons 
of mass destruction as vehemently as they condemn 
American experiments. Or has the Cominform ·sent 
them a secret circular that the Russian hydrogen 
bomb contains only red roses? '. 

-In a letter to the Times of India., February 23, 
1955. 

Mr. Nehru seems to hold that aggression only takes 
place if you band yourself with others to resist any 
likelihood of it. 

-Jan Sevak, The Cu.t·rent, February 23, 1955. 
• 

The contrast between our sale of heavy water to 
India and Mr. Molotov's boasts last week about 
alleged Soviet superiority in hydrogen bombs tells a 
story whose moral will not be lost on the world. 

- New York Times Editorial, quoted in the Su11day 
Tirnes ( Madras) February 20, 1955. 

To tell our African guests not to take any d iscrimi­
nations too seriously because we practise such discr i­
mina tion even among fm rselvcs is cl c: rngatorv to our 
sc lf-rcspE'ct and nationhood. 

- The Sunday Standard . February 20. 1955 . 
.. 
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