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· coqpera­
take the form of 

of multipurpose 
I.Jt:;iE>O)oLU\. WhO OwnS his 

'&v• : &·v-,·~-.~vv•~• b'nn·o-ur·or loan a tractor, if 
·'"''"'""'-L: "'-"'-- ,,,,.,..,,.,.., .. credit for all these 

coopeni.tive for sel­
. can be separate or 

.:genuine cooperation is 
awn ilri.d cultivate his own land . 

.. ni\ni'i'Afi'ifirm ·"<~ail?ioJaly b~ betWeen free men, not bet­
Coopenlti(m. ·· can be ' between men who 

is :mine,''"·! shall cultivate it with the 
familY; but for the sake of greater 

mutual assistance, I shall come togeth­
of myJdrid~ . . That is genuine cpopera­
<not. think ariy one can object to it or 

. - - ":'. .-<'1-,~ . . 
·- ._, 

· ~0But:~there d~· another . kind ·of cooperation, so-called, 
which js not cooperation at al~ and that is collective 
{ · ,., · 'c~o_f.-.tJ;l~ . §oxt.~t-Phines.e model. That collective 
f a('MarsliuL Tito recently said about China, 

·figi ·tor do - ~th.'-Marxism or socialism. That 
· 'r'beeiHleVise<rs<t thatthe'greatest amount of 
alue Q'i" surJ?lii~'-~~ain can be squeezed out of 

try'~for;Qie 'greater glory of the dictatorship, 
:: rna¢ ·• ae .. ~aiid ' fot" the forced process of 

'sati ·~.·· . icll is betiig ; erected on the backs 
?gf,ea:p.{' .')~ntry of Rtis~ia and • China. 

f :';~iNS:wi . . . ~gnf'ofthls d,istinctioh that I would 
· e ·>the .;pg')ici&,s''¥lii9,Mtod!fy go under the name of 
i?i;~t: f'c~g~ative'}.1f~r~iD:g ." ' ~~ my vie;v ~nd the view 
Of1GQO e r}i~~~~;~l~tdmg hne IS this; 1f you allow 

. ' p !'Jllsvlapdi and hi.s boundaries, if he 
. "'" iS:o;Wn harias'and those of his family and 

t(}fOO ... hen' he is ;m\m'ber of a genuine coope-
t~tiY ,v .. ·· ;;you uproot th,ese boundaries, if you pool 
flfe· }al{o~:·ifyou cfe~te a big fann and call it a coope­
:hi~V~j i it ~uoes :Dot charige<anything; it is still collective 

'fa~irrg·: iliirfust ,thet riame. ·.t:Nowl. in the ·light of this 
disfinctidn ; iJ~fpsDooi< ,at the.Nagpi.ir resolution. 
:ne}~\o.re a&.~lirian ·pattern", sa,ys the resolution, 

, "sho~ld be ~hat of c90per;;ftv!' .idfut .f.arrp}tlfg,;iil) 
the Iand,sha,ll; be pooled fqf :JOmt 
meJ;S cpntin4ing to J,"etain their P·n. OP<~rt1~ r1t1t 
ting .a sh.l:l.r~ J~;om ,tflp COlqJ,ITl0Jl prcXi•Iceu 
to .t]leir lifu:d. . Further, . 

·:the land · ·wh'etherlhe)F'oWii ~fl';;..,·u~m -;. 
shqr~ ~-m' propQrtion.'to th,e . · 
j.oin.t;faqns.'; "";\s a ,first 
to the institution of 
sh6uld be ··~cuu.,c;u 
stage should . 
y~ars; even within this l.}c;J.•v•-'• nomxr,r>.v~·r 

siole, and when . ,agre~cl~ to . 
joint cultivation may be start~," r , . , 

But what will :these property rights 
the boundaries of the farm have _,been uprQ<),ted, 
tractors and machines are nmning 
which once was six or eight or ten or tweii1~i:tar 
what will the Tight Jf propert}r mean? It .... nu ·, ;rn,.~, ... ~ 
piece of paper; a scrap of paper :given to· 
to console him saying 'You once oWil~d so, 
your property is still intact.' This 1s the uvu):;'"'''· '-''4~·, 
was tried and practised in China and in otbet_<;QJ;IlfOl!} 
nist countries. But, after a while, the question' is ~raiSf: 
ed 'Why should this man who i~ nq~ .worki:qg h~(J. Qr. 
not doing as much as the other fellow draw a .. larger. 
share because he owned once some land?' hi other 
words, YO'.l start by saying that the people m the farm 
will be remunerated partly in proportion to the l~nq 
contributed, and partly in proportion to labqw::i c;Q~ 
tributed. That is fair enougl;l ~ Bu.t thi$ c~~ · Jlr 
last, because the functionless owner is nor.ow.il,ef~ 
property actually has been taken away ftomhim · ,, , 
out telling him so, and he ·is being £obbeq off , witl\.•~ 
scrap of paper which a future government will'.ha:v~ 
IW hesi~atio? _on equit~ble grounds in tearing u~, ~l~ 
cause his uhhty to socwt5' ends on the day on w:hxc~ , 
the fann ceases to be his... ' ._, _ ~:',;;- ~':"':-, -, " .:i~~: 
: The resolution passed at Nagpur, wheth~i : thqs¢\ 
~vho passed it are aware or not, is .a' re~oJt,tfion . for•; 
collective farming of the Soviet-Chinese pattern · ~p~ , 
not for genuine cooperative farming. . ' ''it'' . t, · 

What are the arguments for this •measure? · I a~ 
aware of three reasons. I shall mention them. The 
flrst is that production will. incr~ase. I am amazecll 
that, in the face of all the facts· from every countrY 
in the world, there should still be members.· of'thi~ 
Government who repeat tJ'lis ~la~m, .parrot-like. Col;. 
lective farming, wherever tried, cooperative farming, 
wherever tried-of that pattem--has failed to increas~ 
production. On the contrary, productionhas.invaril:l.bly 
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gone " qwn, ~[tether 1f h~s'\bEie~ tried'l.n a comtri,uilist urged, the establishment of !Ural industries, the taking 
coun't!y·of. dthen\lise. '· ' · · ·--• ,. ~~ ·: · of industry to the counhyside with electric power or 

First of all , tlfe assumption is that a bigger farm without. 
produces more. It is not true. Statistics of rice and Finally, it has been said t~at cooperative farming 
wheat produced throughout the world show that is a higher form of society, it is p.art of the socialist 
couwi~i~hich .h~ve small farms, )ike.,_ours, prodl,lce .pattern . .:Let me say-and I would liRe an:yone.:Jiere' to·W 
more per acre than countries with big farms. Let me contradict me-that collectivis·afion is no part of demo­
give an example of wheat and rictl. The two counh·ies cratic socialism in any part of free . world. Let me 
with big farms in the world are the USA and USSR; quote what Mr. Aneurin Bevan said, warning 'tJ'.ris 
both have relatively very low yields of wheat. The country against following the Chinese path of so-citl­
USA produces 12.2 quintals per hectare and the USSR led cooperatives. On his last visit to Delhi, Mr. ,Aneu-
9.3. · Now, compare against these two giant farming rin Bev:an, Left-wing leader of the British' rllabour 
systems small farms. In the UK:·,· with small farms, Party, said: · · · · · · • ' " 
the figtrre is 28.5 quintals per he~tare, in Denmark- "India cannot afford to make the mistake that Rus­
smaller ·still-it is 34.4 quintals -and in Japan-whose sia has committed, because she. does not possess empty 
averirge- holdings ~re smaller··than ·ours-the-figure. . is ... spaces which.could~be..Galled .upon.,to make,tip.lor. the .. 
22.6 ' quintals per hectare or twice as much as in the failures and mistakes in agriculture as in Russia. India 
USA and 2~ times that in the USSR. Take rice. The has to bring about an econoi!liC revolution ih l:ianrioriy 
'USA produces 28.3 quintals per heetare and the USSR with the needs of the countryside. .The application 
produces 25. Japan, again witl! smaller farms, pro- of the principles of collectivisation; mechanisation ,and 
duc~s48.5 quintals_per hectare-:-twice as muc!t. Where, centralised control has proved a .. f~ilu!e in the field 
in the light of this, is any case at all for argument that of agriculture in the-SoViet Uni'lri.-Tiie whole .. countij­
producVon will increase under cooperative farming? side in .Russia seethed with discontent. The number of 

Countries which have tried collective or cooperative cattle in Russia today is less than before the revolution. 
farming have always failed. The USSR, it is notorious, The Russian experience was being r~peat¢ in China 
lags ·behind the rest of the world in production per and the Communist States of Eastern and Central 
acre arid per man. Yugoslavia, which tried collective Europe." And he ended up by warDing us against 
farming from 1948, gave it up in 1957. The Yugo- copying these methods though some of us seem to have 
slav Parliament passed a law on April 27, 1957, neglected to listen to him. 
abandoning collective farming. It said that it had Can voluntary methods bring about this result? I 
shown negative results-loss of interest by the peasants can only quote a man whose knowledge on this subject 
and decrease in production. Communist Poland, is unsurpassed in this country, Mr. Charan Singh, who 
which also in its Stalinist phase, tried collectivisation, has made a lifelong study of this. This is what he says: 
had to give it up. In Poland, 80 per cent of the col- "Human nature being what it is, even brothers of 
lective farms and cooperatives have been liquidated the same mother usually separate from one another 
in the last two or three years. after the head of the family, the father, has been re-

Cooperative or collective farming reduces employ- moved by death or other cause. In the circumstances, 
ment. By pooling land, by bringing in methods of it is Utopian to expect that an average householder 
rationalisation or mechanisation, you reduce the need will, all of a sudden, identify his interest with the 
for labour. The one thing that cooperative farming interests of these hundreds of persons in the village 
ca·n be expected to do-whatever else it does not-is to or neighbourhood who were total strangers to his life 
increase unemployment in the countryside. Coope- before." 
rative farming IS the last remedy to try when you There is only one way in which this kind of joint farm­
want to : put more men on the job. There is only one ing can be brought about and that is by coercion and' 
wav. to create more employment in the countrysl ~e, violence. 
and that is the method that Mahatma Gandhi always Take another example. We know about the gram­
.--------------· --------, dan villages. In Koraput, Acharya Vinoba Bhave and 

Mr. Jaya Prakash tried to ask the local people to 
cultivate them as a village and not to ask for distri­
bution of the land. Mr. Jaya Prakash confessed to me 
that this experiment had ended in failure because the 
peasant does not want to farm village land jointly; he 
wants something of his own. He wants to farm his 
own land. That is part of human nature: We all want 
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something of our own. · , · ·' 
It seems to me that there are two alternatives 'with 

which we are faced . One is that an attempt will 
seriously be made to implement this programme of 
destroying peasant proprietorship after three years and 
to try to bring in collective farming. · I do hope that 
such an attempt will not be made. But, if it is made 

· (Continued on 71age 11) 
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Communist Machinations 

A. . FTER hDbnobbing. with the Kremlin leaders for a 
, . time the Arab nationalists in Cairo have, to their 
great consternation, been driven to the realisation that 
the communist leaders in · Moscow are no friends of 
Arab nationalism. The recent wordy . duel between 
Moscow an~ Cairo has · obV:iously marked the end of 
the ,honeymoon between the ·two inspite of Nasser's 
attempts to conce~l the rif~. Enraged_ at the arres~ of 
fhe cdmitiunists in the United Arab" 'Republic, .Khrush­
chev. in ·his ;;address to the recent Congress of the 
CF£U •accused • Nasser of being "reactionary" and 
·~naive'{, ih ,,Jumping communists with "imperialists" 
"colonialists" and "zionists" and suppressing "progres-

.. ~ivei', (meaning comn.unists ). ·in the · Arab countries in 
the: name of a· '·spurious anti-communism". The tinge 
of>implied threat in .Mr. Khmshchev's speech was not 
lost on the Arab nationalists. They replied back charg­
ing Moscow. of a gross violation of the principles of 
Paiichashiia . . Mr .. ' Khrushchev's pointedly expressed 
soliCitude for Iraqi n3gime, his reference in equal terms 
to'Colbnel Nasser and Brigadier Kassem in the context 
of the open hostility between Baghdad and Cairo, his 
effort -to retnino ·Nasser of the inevitable "class-strug­
gle" to follow in the wake of Anib freedom from "im­
perialism and colonialism"' and that in this struggle 
the ·communists were the "progressive" vanguard, have 
beert interpreted by Arab nationalists as Soviet Pre­
mier's subtle. manoeuvre to divide the Arab world. 

It is clear that while Cairo is disillusioned of Mos­
cow, Baghdad is being increasingly drawn into the 
orbit of communist influence. Brigadier Kassem , who 
enjoys the support of Iraqi communists has allowed 
the ~H~oples~ cou..n in .~aghdad to,inflict a death sent­
enc~: on the prd'-Nasser revolutionary leader, Colonel 
Are£. With the death sentence on Are£ came the an­
riounce:irlerit of a ·comprehensive economic agreement 
between Iraq and the Soviet Union. The death sen~ 
t13nce .. als.o marked the resignation of six Ministers, 
who were the members of the right-wing Istiqal Party 
~nd the left-wing Baath Party, from the Iraqi Cabi­
net. These Ministers were known to he anti-commu­
nists and favouring closer links with the United Arab 
Republic. 
: Communist machinations have thus succeeded not 

only in disrupting the revolutionary movement in Iraq 
'Qut in dividing the ranks of Arab nationalism in the 
whole; 9£ \Vest Asia . . It is necessary to sound a note 
of warning to Arab lead_ers that any reliance on Mos­
qow for support wi:>itld · only result in estrangement 
between Arab countries for the simple reason that 
Moscow is convinced that Ar~b unity would be the 
greatest stumbling block to the spread of communism 
in West Asta ahd, therefore, would never permit the 
Arab countries to be united. The warning becomes 

all the more necessary · because some Ar,ab leaders 
have the tendency of believing-a tendency betrayed 
in the recent statement of UAR's Vice-President, Mr. 
Ahdul Latif Baghdady-that the relations between the 
Arab world and the Soviet Union are based on "com­
plete frankness .and mutual respect for each other{s 
differing system". The naivity of such a_ belief b~.­
comes obvious when one remembers that Moscow 
never respects a differing social system; it only sub~ 
verts and desttoys it. 

Situation In Burma 

GENERAL Ne Win's resignation as · the Prirne 
Minister of Burma on the ground of his inabiljcy 

toc?fry out the Il}~ndate giv_<1nto hi~ jn Qctob~r)as~,, 
when he was chosen as the Premier, that he. should 
hold free and fair general elections before April, has 
threatened to throw Burma into a politicar tumtoil. 
The General's resignation, inspite of the Army's sup­
port, is undoubtedly motivated by 4is deep d¢rno­
cratic desire-to eonform·to .. the wishes--of-the Parlia" 
ment. Again, the General's Government, in view of 
the fact that it enjoyed the confidence of the Parli_a-: 
ment, was not dictatorial in the strict sense of the 
term. The General still enjoys the support .of the 
"Stable" group of AFPFL led by U Ba Swe which 
claims the backing of 140 members out of 250 melll­
bers in Chamber of Deputies, U Nu .. and his 
"Clean" group of AFPFL, inspite of their recent 
hostility towards Ne \Vin, have decided to fall in line 
with their rival faction. In view of these facts it would 
be in the interests of the political stability of Burma 
that General Ne \Vin should continue in power 
for at least another six months or one year till there 
is an appropriate atmosphere to hold free elections. 
It is unfortunate that so far the General's efforts to 
bring about raproachement between the "Clean" and 
"Stable' factions of the Anti-Fascist Peoples' Freedom 
League have fail ed. But it is possible that in the next 
few months, both the factions of the AFPFL may see 
the wisdom of coming together in th"! bes t interests of 
the country. The record of General Ne Win's govern­
ment has been good. Although he has failed so far 
to establish conditions in which free elections . could 
be held, he has succeeded in introducing radical re-

. form mea_sures which have been enthusiastiGi!Uy wel­
comed by the Burmese people. He has succeeded 
also in toning up the efficiency of the administration 
and putting down corruption and black marke,t. . 
General Ne Win's failure to hold general elections· 
within the time stipulated by the mandate does not 
indicate his incapacity to get things done. It is, on 
the other hand, a reflection on Burma's political life, 
vitiated as it is by opportunism, separatist tendencies 
and absen<~e of law and order in some parts. It is true 
that General Ne Win's government is no substitute for 
a good democratic government. Yet till the conditions 
for free elections are created, it seems to be the only 
alternative. It would be, therefore, in the • fitness qf' 
things that as demanded by General Ne Win, Burtmi's 
Constitution is so amended as to make it possible for 
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him to continue . in office till it becomes possible to 
hold the elections. 

Population Problem 

MCU'ch 1959 

a shock to all democratic ·minded Indiaris, especially 
because the dissident Congres~men there might un~ 
willingly, if not deliberately, ~lend themselves to be 
explgited by the communists for the consolidation of 
their own party in the State. This is clear from the 

THE discussions that took place at the sixth Inter- fact that Mr. Basava Punniah, Secretary of the National 
national Conference on Plann\d Parenthood Council of the Communist Party of India as well as 

which was recently held in New Delhi have served of the Executive Committee of the Andhra Pradesh 
to attract attention to the seriousness of the popula- Council, has welcomed the decision of the Congress 
tion problem that faces the country. The most telling rebels to quit the organisation, on the ground tli'at 
warning was given by the eminent British scientist, this move would help strengthen "democratic fore~ 
Sir Julian Huxley. He characterised the rate at which both inside and outside the · Andhra Pradesh Legis­
the population was growing in the country as "ex- lature." The meaning of "democratic forces" in com­
plosive." He said, "India's failure to solve the pro- munist terminology is obvious: 'democracy' to commu­
blem would mean political and social disaster for the nists always means communist dictatorship. Commu­
C'ountty."'' ' He 1fdVised•'that ·in' all, future, Plans · meas-··· nj~ts -a~e :tcying-cJQ..~PAolid!;lt~. ~b~ir, !,m:q~~- in .. .t\nrlhr~.­
ures aiming at reducing fertility should be given an with a VIew to commg to power in the State in the 
extremely high priority, and pointed out that expen~ next General Elections-they hope that the next State 
diture on population control measures would be one after Kerala to fall a victim to communist subversion 
of the most profitable forms of investment. · will be Andhra. Although Dr. Chenna Reddy and his 

The Prime Minister who inaugurated tl1e Confer- colleagues may not align themselves with the communi­
ence also spoke about the seriousness of the problem sts, it is possible that in the cuntext of the peculiar 
and declared that the Government had accepted the situation prevailing in Andhra they may be made ins­
necessity of population control and were keen on trument in the communist manipulation to undermine 
securing it. Speaking a couple of days later, the the political stability of the State and to serve the 
Health Minister announced that the Central and State interest of their own Party. It would be, therefore, 
Governments would make available facilities for sergi- wise on the part of Dr. Chenna Reddy and his collea­
cal operation for birth · control to those who required gues in the Democratic Front, to be so careful in their 
them in areas where there were health centres or policies as well as alignments as not to give a handle 
medical institutes. These are welcome declarations to the communists to exploit the situation in their 
and it is to be hoped that they will be implemented favour. It is unfortunate that the rift in the ranks of 
with the necessary speed and vigour. Congressmen in Andhra was allowed to develop. Mr. 

Side by side, efforts must be made to discover safe Sanjiva Reddy, the Chief Minister and the leaders of 
and inexpensive contraceptives and to make them the all-India organisation could, with a little foresight 
available to the people as a whole. It will be highly on their part, have averted the rift. It should be 
desirable if a few top scientists will take upon them- clearly understood that a rift in the ranks of demo­
selves this task and devote their time and energy to cra.tic parti~ always helps the communists to con­
the discovery and perfection of contraceptives that sohdate their strength. 
can be used by the people easily and inexpensively. 
The Government must make it possible for them to 
undertake this work hy making adequate grants and 
providing laborat0ry and other facilities . Any amount 

. spent on this work will be, as pointed out by Sir 
Julian Huxley, a profitable investment. 

It is also necessary to launch an effective propa­
ganda campaign to make people aware of the neces­
sity of population control and to inform them of the 
methods ·that can be adopted to secure it. A certain 
amount of propaganda is also necessary amongst medi­
cal men in order that they may carry the message to 
the people and help them to practise birth control. 
If all these measures. are taken simultaneously and 
energetically it is still possible to tackle the problem. 
It should be realised, however, that time is fast run­
ning out and after a few more years a stage will be 
reached when nothing that is done will prove 
effective. 

Rift In Andhra 

THE tift in the ranks of Congress Legislative Party 
in · Andhra as a result of which several rebel 

Congressmen have joined the opposition, has come as 
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The Lesson Of Pasternal( 
. By Ignazio Silone 

T. HE GREAT STORM around Boris Pasternak has therebyZhdanov. but we never could have predicte~' 
· now abAted. Now we can put into perspective that' the insolence of these gentlemen could take this 

some of the. things revealed by it. form, whicp, to us, appears mad. To be sur«;l,. eyen 
What, above all, is the true significance of the pro- now we are not in favour of a rupture of cuhural rela­

tests that have been voiced in ali pans of the world tions with Russia; we remain, now as always, partisans 
against the grave threats and persecution to which of a free circulation of men and ideas . .But we . shall 
Pasternak has been subjected in hussia? These protests, not easily forget the names of the Soviet men of lett~p 
in my view, constitute the most fitting reply to the who promoted the shameful campaigi1 against Past~r:.. 
abject rationalizations which the poet himselt was fore- nak and who led the Moscow Writers Umon to request 
-ecl•to submit in rejeeting the Nobel Pnze for Literature. that the 0 Government deprive Pasternak of. the right · 
The first reason given by Pasternak for his rejection to work and live in Russia. We must wait for one of 
ref~rred, as we know, to the panicular psychology of these ~~e~tleme~ to appear at .some inte~natiorial co;n: 
the ·national society to· which he belongs and which, ference m Vemc~, ~orne, :zunch, or Pans, to ask h1m 
realistically, he must take into account. but the intense to .account for h1s Ignommy. Of cou;se, shameful 
emotion and .the risin& storm .oLprotest engendered ... attin:des hav.~ .. been taken by other~ wnters, ;rec.ently 
throughout the Civilized world by this episode demon- and m the d1stant past. But the .literary hiStory of 
stra'te ,that there exists, at least potentially, a society no country knows a more ~egradmg spe~tacle than 
larger than the national society to which Pasternak, as th~~ of an as:embly of ~00 wnters condemmng ~novel 
a man and as a consummate artist, fully belongs. w1tll.out haVIng read 1t. Not even the Spamsh In-

All of us knew, in discussing the Pasternak affair, quisition, i~ its darkest P.er.iod, descended to such 
that we were not arbitrarily interfering in the internal depths of vwlence and stupidity. 
affairs of a foreign country. Pasternak is our colleague; It would seem that certain Russian writers, includ­
he belongs to us as much as to the Russians; he is part ing some famous ones, did not join in the general 
of what Goethe called Weltliteratur. The boundary- oulety against Pasternak. We must hope that more 
less society of artists and free men felt outraged and will be known about this, and soon. But the question 
wounded by the ignoble behavior of the Soviet cui- that arises is this: Taking into account the confor­
tural bureaucracy. ·We had the right and the duty to mism of the \Vriters Union, is it conceivable that it 
intervene. Pasternak unexpectedly gave a name and coul.cl have been convened, and that it could have 
a face to the cause of the freedom of art. With him taken these mad decisions, without an explicit 
our dignity and our honor as writers were at stake. order from the supreme political authorities? No, 
Now the simple fact that a novel has been the center this is unthinkable. How, therefore, can we explain 
of the world's attention for a couple of weeks must the fact that these decisions were not imple­
impress upon us the importance which true art can mented? The apparent repentance, it appears to me, 
still assume in the life of .the people. was dictated by the information which had in the 

After Budapest, after Warsaw, we now have Doctor mea.ntime been received by Khnshchev on the 
Zhivago. Anyone who, in the future, speaks of the internal and international repercussions of the scandal. 
role of the intellectuals in our time will not be able He must have noticed that the Zhdanovists of the So­
to ignore these fundamental events. In this sense, the viet culture apparatus had forced his hand, and he 
Pasternak case has served as a touchstone which no offered Pasternak the possibility of an accommodation. 
Westeri?-· literary cir~les. can refuse to r~c~gni.ze. The Pasternak's letter to Khrushchev was rather disap­
coward.l<:e, the a~bigm~, th~ s;rbtle ~~s~~ct1ons, the pointing to many admirers of Doct01· Zhivago. But 
~ypocz:ti?al evaswns of. eqm-d1stance ( on the one who can judge? We must exercise our imagination to 
Hand.> •It Is ~e ~hat SoVI~t bureaucracy ... but o~ .the conjure up the lynch atmosphere to which Pasternalc 
other h~nd, It, lS undemab.le th.at Western pohh~al was exposed during a period of some ten days. To be 
sp~ulah~m ... ) have agai~ laid bare the malm.se sure, it is an embarrassing letter. Fully five times, 
which shl~ affhcts many wnters when ther .a.:e con- despite the brevity of the letter, Pasternak repeats 
fr~nted With t~e need . ~~ assum~ a. respons1b1lity that that his statement was written freely, without 
?nda~gers their tranqmhty. This 1s· a lesson to keep violence, without blackmail, without suggestions from 
m mmd. . . others. "I have not been subjected to threats or to 

The Pasternak case has also enable~ us. to see m~re constraint," we read ... "Nothing can force me to 
clear~y the present status of cultur~l hfe ,~n the ,SoVIet act against my conscience 0 ••• " "I ha~,e given up the 
~mpire. We already knew that the thaw :vas .a s~ort- prize without constraint by anyone. And so on. 
lived one. We knew that the cultural mshtutions, Would this not seem too much for a free man in an 
~e publishi~g ~ouses, the writers ~nd artists. associa- atmosphere of serenity? The letter is based upon a 
hons, the e~Itonal offices .of the reviews remamed un- glorification of Pasternak's native soil which ominous,-
changed, With the same directors who had been placed (Continued on Page 6 col. 2) 
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SOVIE'l' <;RIMINAL LAW obliged to adduce concrete evidence, the concept of 
··· the presumption :of innocence has not been incorpo-

r HE Supreme Soviet of_ the USSR has approved a rated into the principles; it has been expressly rejected 
- f as an. "obsolete dogma of bourgeois jurisprudence". series of statutes designed to tidy up the rame- th ed' 

.vork of Soviet penal law. The statutes were published Equally, while Vyshinsky's notion that e accus s 
n Pravda on December 26. Two of the measures-the confession is the "queen of proofs" has been discarded, 

l confessions are admitted as evidence and witnesses ar~ · 
Principles of Criminal Legislation and the Princip es not proLected against self-incrimination. Tl~e accused, 
Jf Criminal Procedure-had been reproduced in draft ed" 
form in Soviet legal J. ournals last June with the object although he has the "right to be defend · . ' is given 

access to a defence counsel (unless he is a minor or 
of stimulating a professional discussion. incapacitated) only when the preliwinary investigation 
T~e n~w "principles" ~re to serve, subje?t to local has been completed and the prosecution's. case is ready. 

m?dificatwns, as the bas1s for the new sene~ of Cri- While this provision is an improvement upon previ9us 
mu~al and Pro?edure Co~es to be drawn up m the 15 practice; the accused can still . be kept under arrest 
Un~on ReJ;mbh?s. They mc?rporate the r~su~t~ of the and interrogated for-months (up to niQe months in 
actions taken ·smce ~953 agamst the extra-JudiC~al pr.Q-:7··--an .extreme .case~ ... hefore.ha.ving acc;.~ss tqJ~g~l~sJ.,v!.C:•~·~· 
cedures of the police apparatus. Thus, Sovwt law The crux of Soviet criminal legislation, however, is 
now prescribes that no one may ~e sentenced except its attitude to political offences, and it is sig11$cant 
by a re~u~ar court; the accused Is not c~mpe~led to that the special section on "crimes against the State" 
prove hi~ mnocence; the burden. of P~~f hes With th.e was not published in advance for disp1,1ssion . . The new 
prose:ut_ion; recourse to appe~l IS facilitated, and. s~n- Law on criminal responsibility f?r State crimes simpli­
cter hmit~ are fixed for holding people o~ suspiCIOn fies the provisions of the notorious articles 58 and 59 
a.n~ keep.mg ~e a?cused under arrest while the pre- of the RSFSR Criminal Code (and the corresponding 
hmmary mvestig.ations proceed. . . articles in the republican codes) and . introduces some 
~t the same tim~, no change has been m~de .m the innovations. The death penalty. is maintained for 

m~n forms of pumshmen~. Death by shootmg IS :pre- treason in its various forms. Apart from· d,efection to 
scnb~d for treason, . espwnage, ~abota~e, terronsm, the enemy, espionage, betrayal of State secrets, treason 
banditry, murder ~n· aggravating. crrcum.stances, is also committed by fleeing from the USSR or refusing 
and for o~er senou~ offenc~., m wartim~ or to return to it from abroad. Terrorism, sabotage and 
und~r martial law which remam to be sp~cified. banditry are also capital crimes. Other penalties (up 
Bamshment from t~e normal .place. of resi~e~ce to 10-15 years) are prescribed for "wrecking," anti­
~ vysylka) accompame~ by an mterd1ct on r~siding Soviet propaganda (including the dissemination of 
m certam other specific areas, and deportatiOn to "slanderous rumours" and banned literature) and 
a specified distant area ( ssylka) are preserved as stan- "mass disorders". 
dard punishments. - - - ------·-----··-·- --··-- -

The maximum term of imprisonment is reduced (Continued from Page 5) 
from 25 years to 15. But a more severe system of ly recalls the notorious sentiment of Blut wul Bodell, 
remission for good conduct and exemplary work has in sharp contrast with the internationalist tradition of 
been introduced than has recently been in force. From the founders of Russian Communism almost all of 
now on, no adult prisoner can qualify for a remission whom knew exile, and with the work of Pasternak 
of sentence until he has served at least half his sen- himself. Nobody leaves his own country with a light 
tence; for the mdre serious offences, the minimum is heart, but if need be, one can in fact emigrate. Before 
raised to two-thirds of the original term; and recidi- being Italian, German, Russian, one is a man. 
vists can earn no remission. More emphasis is placed Finally, the references in Pasternak's letter to the 
on the confinement of · serious offenders and recidivists circumstances through which Doctor Zhivago came to 
in closed prisons. Other prisoners would serve their be published are not truthful. And the publishei', 
term in "corrective labour colonies", but the principles Feltrinelli, has done well to refrain from setting the 
leave open the question whether .offenders are nor- record straight-for how, after all, can one engage in 
mally to be imprisoned within the area in which they polemics with a prisoner? But we may be perinitted, 
reside or transferred to "corrective labour" establish- through an association of ideas, to recall an episode 
ments elsewhere in the USSR. from the period of the great Stalinist trials: A defend-

One step forward must be noted. The age of crimi- ant, forced to confess that he had met Trotsky's son 
nal responsibility, which could be as low as 12, has in a Copenhagen hotel, gave a fictitious name-so that 
been raised to 16, except for the more serious crimes, from the falseness of . this detail, the falseness of the 
where it remains at 14. Juveniles are to be confined entire testimony could be deduced abroad. 
iri special corrective labour colonies for young offen- Alas, in these days, Pasternak was so deafened by 
ders. Those below the age of 18 (and pregnant the hysterical shrieking of the Moscow writers that 
women) may not be sentenced to death or deportation. he iailed to preceive that, because of the alert sound-

Besides the retention of the death penalty and ed by international opinion, he was stronger than his 
deportation, the new principles include other features adversariell. But Doctor Zhivago "?ill surVive all 
that must have disappointed the hopes of some Soviet polemics; this is the revenge of which no dictatorship 
lawyers. Thus, although the prosecution is now can deprive the poet. 
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What~ s Happening In C·hina? 
"' By Harry Goldberg 

I ·\~'ONDER if the free world has realized fully, as It goes without sc..ying, of course, that Comnn~nist 
yet,•·the grave thteat to it posed by the most re- Party members hold the key directive positions in 

cent : developments inside Communist China. After these communes. · · , 
sonied nitial resistance, which was handled with That this is no euphemism but the stark truth can 
charact.eristic communist repression, the "commu- be seen from the regulations which govern a full-fledg­
ne~ation" of China's half a billion peasants is well ed commune, as reported recently by Tillman Durdin, 
on Jhe road to completion, if official claims can be the able Far East expert of the New York Times, in 
be~ieved.~ , his very fine coverage of the "communeization" pro-

The communists' "New China" news agency claim- cess: 
ne<}·?r,eeentlyi:hat-oo per··cent·~of.-the • ovep .. l(}(}IOOO,OOt;L .. ' ••.. , ':U:ndern.the .. r€&M1a.tions. fm: · a.· full-fledged ~ommane ... 
peasant farnilies had already been herded into the peasant households merge their farm collectives into 
new .oqmmunes. Even discounting somewhat, as one an organization that takes over all collective property 
mus~; . official cl::tims out of Communist Chl.na, there as well as the small plots, tools, livestock and fowls the 
can be i10 doubt that this latest regimentation pro- peasants have been permitted to keep individually up 
gramme has made en')rmous strides. . . _ ..... t_o I}()\Y, j_n_s~_~acl gf s_p_litti!lg _tlp tb.e . income ~ ()f the 

. IT'b.e programme was tentatively launched in April collective as heretofore, the peasants go on a fixed 
of last year. By August 30, only 30 per cent of the wage system. 
peasants,were claimed to have entered the new com- "Family and individual household living virtually 
munes. By thb time, however, precious few peasants disappears. The commune members eat in central mess 
ii)..iCommunist China remain outside the communes. hal!.s and live in communal housing. Nurseries take 

._;[he programme was launched because the orga- care of their children and the women do full-time work 
ni?;ation of the previous peasant cooperatives (col- in the fields along with the men. 
lectives ~ did not give Mao Tse-tung and his clique "All means of production and all labour belong to 
that degr~e o~ contro~ desire~-which was total. From the commune. It not only farms the large area under 
the o~gan~zatlonal pomt of view they now ~ave t~at. its control but builds and manages industries, 
F1,1~er, It enable~ the rulers of Commumst Chrna handles trade and banking, and runs schools, irrigation 
to .control the agncultural output more completely. systems, hospitals, posts and the telegraph. 

Under. the old farm collective system, whenever "Th ts f h h' d 1 
there was a particularly large crop the farmers bene- e managemen ° t e towns 1P an ~ le .con~-
fited somewhat through sharing what was left after mune be.c?me o?e and the same. The orgamzation. IS 

the .State had collected its share. In the communes along mihtary lme.s, and the c?mmunes ~r~1: and ill­

however, wages have been restored and the workers co~porate ablebodied persons mto . the ~mhtia. 
will be limited to fixed incomes. Wages can be cut or bonuses given m accordance 

The wage system, further, will be used as a form with the work e~thusiasm of the members. ·Labour 
of soc;ial pressure-as a club, in .fact-for it will be groups can .be _shifted ~rom farm to factory or to dis­
administered it has been said on· the basis of "to tant constructiOn proJects whenever the commune 
each accordi~g to his labour ~d political attitude." dU:~ctors will. . . . 
The threat containzd here is crystal clear. The communes will ?e. under tight Commumst 
; But the commune system goes far beyond the more Party x:u~e and operate ~1thm th~ frai?~wo;,k of over­
~otal" control merely on the agricultural front. The all policies and plans laid down m Peipmg. 
<;ommunes, in addition, will be charged~ with wiping Why was the seemingly sudden shift from farm 
~mt the last remnants of private property in produc- collectives to these more all-embracing communes de­
tion, will develop local industry and trade, will dig cided on by the leaders of Communist China? Aside 
J,'oads, ditches, canals, etc., and, finally, will train all from the more absolute organizational control it allows 
physically able men in military duties. -which is always in order for a totalitarian regim~ 
1 

The new communes, much vaster in scope and the answer would seem to lie in the obsession for rapid 
function than the old peasant collectives, have been industrialization. 
formed from the merger of the latter in the various That Communist China has made substantial in­
provinces. To date it is claimed that over 24,000 of dustrial strides recently is undoubted. But the ambi­
them exist, with the number of peasant families in tious productive norms announced for the near future 
each of them ranging from 2,000 to 20,000. -especially in heavy industry-have the most know-

They are organized on military lines. Jemnin ledgeable experts in the field shaking their heads 
/ihpao ("The People's Daily") of October 1 declared: skeptically. 

"In the people's communes labour is organized There seems, for instance, to be a severe transport 
along military lines and things are done the way battle crisis. There is a marked inability to move to 
duties are carried out, and the people live collectively." points where they are needed the added goods that 
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have been created with the increase in industrial the international arena. The society which they are 
production. _ .: , · n1oulding inside China is for them a piece of merchan-

Even rr,orc serious than the transportation crisis is dise for export. 
the great strain that is apparent in the effort to raise Let us have no illusions about this . Communism by 
steel production to the norm announced, . over its very nature is dynamic, aggressive, expansive. The · 
10,000,vOO metric tons-double (in one year, no less!) Chinese communists themselves have made this clear 
last year's output. Ambition here seems to be way repeatedly in their own pronouncements, and one of. 
ahead of possible realiZation. the most melancholy phenomena of our age ~s the re-I! 

lt is for this basic reason, therefore, . that the leaders fusal of so many good-hearted people to believe it. 
of Communist China are attempting the complete For outside consumption, especially in the neutralist 
mobil1zation of their huge manpower surplus to make countries of Asia, Peiping will pretend to adhere to · 
up tor their great lack not only of modern machinery the five principles of peaceful co-existence and 
but, more ohen than not, of any machinery at aU ex-: mutual non-interference adopted by the 1955 Afro­
cept of the most primilive kind. Po 1-po, Chairman of Asian Conference held at Bandung in which Red : 

; the .S~at~ Economic Board, b~~- c;:.l~i.J!l.Jl.c! ~,!l~L!tb!?~.L_.Qhin~ .Pwtic;:.ip.~t~ . . _ . ,., .. , ___ --~ .... -.. . . __ , .... :: ~ .. 
100,00U,OOO people have been workmg at steel produc- But such pretenCleo oehef m the prn1ciples of n·on- · 
tion alone, w1th most of the effort being concentrated interference didn't prevent Communist China's rape of 
on producing pig iron at 350,000 hastily constructed Tibet nor its heaping abuse upon Nehru when he 
primitive blast furnaces all over Communist China. protested this forceful taking over of a country which 

. Tens of millions of women, further, have been interfered with nobody and had been let alone for 
"freed" from their household tasks to become part of so long a time. · · · ·. 
the labour battalions that are digging the ditches, Red China's real belief about neutralism was indi­
canals, roads, etc., with these battalions in veritable cated long ago, in 1940, when Mao Tse-tung said: 
military formation · and under military discipline. "In the world from now on, neutrality is only a term 

Nothing is allowed to stand in the way of this total for deceiving people." 
regiineritation effort, neither human considerations nor If it be protested that this was long before the 
respect for the traditional values of Chinese civiliza- Bandung Conference and that Mao Tse-tung has since 
tion. changed his line, let me quote for such naive souls 

The family, which for centurie~> has been the res- from the Chinese Youth Journal of August 8, 1957,' 
pected, almost hallowed, unit of social organization, written more than two years after the conference: 
aro~nd which _has r~volve_d much of tl_le b~sic rules of "There is definitely no such thing as the transcen­
ethical be~avwur, · ~~ ~w1ftly crumbling t.nto a ~ere dental Third Course. IJr the domain of politics and 
m~s~um p1e7e. Individual_ ho~es are bemg rap1dly ideology it is either the easterly wind getting the up­
elurunated; Jts me~bers hve . m communal. houses; per hand over the westerly wind or vice versa. Peace­
mothers work full hme and children are left m nurse- ful co-existence and mutual non-interference are im-
ries. possible" (emphasis added.) 

Aged members of the family, heretofore .held in If the free world willfully remains complacent iri 
special veneration, are being sent to old-age homes, refu sing to recognize these as the real intentions of the 
where they must grow their own food and, more often Chinese communists, it will merely be hastening its 
than not, are completely separated from their relatives. own doom. 

Family members often work in different places, and -Condensed from American Fedel'ationist 
the younger ones are being sent to distant provinces. 
Ancestral graveyards are being razed and remains of 
the dead are moved to common pits, dug deep so that 
the earth above them can be cultivated. But enough! 

This, then, is the new communeization system. It is 
complete regimentation of every aspect of life and 
living. 

Soviet Russia never had anything approaching it; 
the Kremlin leaders never dared to go so far. But Mao 
Tse-tung has dared. It is both monstrous and frighten­
ing. Even the Communists in the European satellite 
countries, especially in East Germany, it is reported, 
have looked at this image of their own future and are 
uneasy. 

Let there be no doubt about one thing. This totally 
regimented slave society inside China is no end in 
itself for the communist masters of the country. They 
are looking beyond their own borders. The consolida­
tion of their control based upon the harnessing to 
their totalitarian chariot wheel of the limitless man­
power of China gives them the lever to thrust out into 
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·Ciommunists · An.d The Arab W ol!ld" 
I :> _,_.: ·, ' , ' . -·.. . . ~. -. - . - ·. . . . ' . - . 

. is , the pommunist line in the Arab world undergoing reminders to Nasser that he cannot cow1t on i.mquali­
\1 . change? . . Ar~ the communists deciding in favour of fied Soviet support. They should b,e read in · conjunc­
fiio;re :a¢tive p~liance on Communist Parties rather than tion with the . discussion in communist (though not 
aQianp~ i wj.th , and support to nationalist . leaders and Soviet) publications about. the national bourgeoisie! 
movements? T,tle recent attacks on President Nasser It is now claimed that the national bourgeoisie is unfit 
o(E1gyp~ and ~itco~wgement to comm~nist elements to lead the national liberation . struggle because,' on 
in Iraq and Syria make it . necessary to ra1se and ansv,'er the one hand, it tends to compromise with the imperia­
these qu~stions. . · · lists and, on the other, to take the path of anti-com.:. 

Moscow Radio reported President Nasser's action munism. 
ligaips~ th~ Cominunists briefly and . without comment. . It may be recalled that in September 1953, the 
But, as in the ~ase of the Communist counter-attack Soviet Union embarked on a policy of friendship with 

" P~ .hf2;:,.!''\~W:u, .. !?.rJ.(~~cl~J?,t Na~;~~;r ,_199,.,:-y_!i~ .. =~<?JJ.9< .. ~vhjeg.t-.. , . th~ "national_. ,h()~Igt<Qi$::". l~~9.tlJ:§,,.$JL neJJ trat..states . .in,., 
e.d to Jl1arr~t SoVlet fire. Wtth Mr. Nehru the counter-, Asta and the Mtddle East, supported by offers of 
a~ck too,ktheform of an articleinthe World Marxist technical and economic aid. These were given irres­
R#pitftij: Pi:esident Nasse.r was attacked by the Italian pective of the attitude of the' "national bourgeois" 
@dFrench Comi,Uunil;t Parties-in Unita of December leaders to cominunism. Subsequently, 'Soviet scholars 
31 ~d rHuimmite ,of January 19. . artc;l ideqlogists were told tore-appraise the role of 

·The main point Of .Unit(ls leading article (entitled the_ niitio~a:l bo~rrgeoisie. - The -Marx::isf~ew~fhafthe 
"A splitinthe Arab Liberation Movement?") was that nati?rtal liberation. struggle could .be vtctonous only 
unless President Nasser was prepared to give a more under the l~adership of the proletanat ha~ bee?- und~r­
"Socialist course'~ to the movement of Arab unity, he stood too literally, It was then.asserted, smce m India, 
would lose his leadership of the Arab world. As the Bw;na, Indonesia and Egypt m~ependence had ?een 
Synan communists had proved themselves consistently achwve~ . under the leadership of the national 
anti-imperialist, wrote Unita, Na5ser's aim must have bourgeOISie. 
been to break up the Iraqi united front by discrediting This line has now been reversed, at least in directives 
the communists there. Nasser had made the mistake to the international communist movement, which has 
of inciting Colonel Are£ to press for Iraq's merger with been reminded of the underlying Soviet purpose of 
Egypt on the basis of. the United Arab Republic's "taking over" a nationalist movement and imposing a 
Constitution, though in Iraq (unlike Egypt) the Com- commwlist character upon it. It is less clear what effect 
munist Party had played an active part in the revolu- this change of line will have on Soviet policies. 
tion. Nasser's gravest error, in fact, was his convic­
tion that Arab unity should be the "exclusive work of 
the leading group of the Egyptian bourgeoisie". The 
article then set Nasser's course as follows: 

"He (Nasser) did not understand that the victory 
of the revolutionary movement in Iraq created 
objective conditions for the unification of the Arab 
nations by a process more advanced than that fol­
lowed by Egypt and Syria . .. that the moment had 
come in which the unification of the Arab world 
could only move ahead if it followed the democratic 
and Socialist course ... that the only way for Cairo 
to preserve the leadership of this movement was to 
remain in the forefront under the new circums­
tances". 

. CHumantt~'-s ,article, by a member of the French 
Party CentralCommittee, Leon Feix, was even more 
emphatic in; . ~ts defence of the .Communist Parties in 
the Middle East. "Perhaps Nasser hopes to strengthen 
the unity of the Arabs by moving against the . Com­
munists. But will he not achieve exactly the opposite?" 
Presjdent Nasser has also been attacked by the Moroc­
can and Alge,rian commupjsts, and by Aidit, General 
Secretary of the Indonesian Communist Party. 

These articles were clearly intended as indirect 

Soviet investment in the "bourgeois nationalism" of 
Asia and the Middle East has paid good dividends, 
and there has been no hint in official pronounce­
ments of any change in the policies adopted in 1953. 
Mr. Khrushchev sent cordial New Year greetings to 
Nasser, Qasim and Nehru, and a snecial message to 
Nasser expressing his satisfaction at the recently-signed 
protocols on trade and Soviet aid. But the Soviet 
leaders may be thinking in terms of the growing in­
fluence of communism in Iraq, and this would open 
tempting prospects for them. A Soviet delegation of 
"experts on economic and technical co-operation" is' 
visiting Baghdad to discuss the possibility of Soviet 
aid to that country. 

In the long-term Soviet interests would be better 
served by a weak and divided Arab world exposed to 
communist penetration than by a strong unified Arab 
State. For this reason the Soviet Union may have 
decided for the tirlle being to give covert en­
couragement to those groups in Iraq which are work­
ing against a merger with Egypt and to those in Syria 
which advocate closer ties with Iraq. 

In the more general cpntext, Soviet friendship with 
"national bourgeois leaders" in Asia and the Middle 
East may no longer preclude a more active support 
for the Communist Parties; 



Re\'iew .independence on ,the basis of the division of the 
f. cpuntry. O!tft . WOf:lders :~yhy , he ,: con~nued;, occupying 
'' the piesidentship and later remaining a member of 

Jnd·ia Wins Freedom the Working Committee when on all these vital issues 
, ,By Maulana Abdul Ka~ Azad, Published by Orient he could not .carry the Congress with him. Would it 

' · Longmam; Price : Rs. 12.50. · . n0t have been: m·ore honourable to resign th'ose 'ppsi-
. tions, place his point of view before the pe.ople and 

. M~mlana Azad has told in India Wins Freedom, the' rank and file of the Congress and· try td · etluc~hi 
the story of the last. ten years of .the national mo;ve~ tliem? Some others like the late Mr. M : N: Roy'·an'tl 
ment before it succeeded in winning its cherished Mr. Rajagopalachari followed that course. They lost 
goal · of independence. It is a: story as he saw it, for their popularity, but they contril:ipted far more to the 
most of it consists of what , he thought, said or did. politiCal edtication of the people; · ; · • · •' :; ; · · ' · 
It is but natural, as the book is essentially an autobio~ · · 
graphy of the Maulana. As an autobiography it is, The views of Maulana Azad on the partioning of 
however, a. disappointing performance as it is only a tlie country and the creation of Pakistiih are those of 
bald reC'ord of his public activiti€s,-.-As-· a~record.itis .... ~n . ord~nary' .~a~()nalist. The geographical unitY' of 
superficial as it fails to give even a glimpse of the the country was 'to ·him far more "inipprtant tha'ii.the 
powerful soda] forces which were shaping the events termination ·of foreign rule. He was prepar~Ci : to 
of those days. . . · postpop.e ·the attainment of independ~nc~ 'rath~t . thNn: 

The story begins with the beginning of the war in giv:e in to the demand of the Muslim LeagU'e.' •' pf. 
Europe.and ends with the partition of the CQ'\mtry and Nehru may have been wrong in not ~llowitig' lhJ 
the assasination of Mahatma Gandhi. There are two Muslim League ' two ·-seats i n the -U.P. - Cobg~ess· 
short chapters at the beginning which tell ::~,bout the Ministry in 1937, but the rise of the League caimo't 
childhood and the youth of the Maulana and his ,early be attributed to that one factor. The: ;narrow aml't>r­
association with the Congress. There is an epilogue thodox social outlook of the nationalist movemerit1 arid 
at the end which restates his. views on the paFtition the totalitarian claims of the Congre5s were·maihly r~S" 
and the problems arising out of it. These chapters ponsible for the growth of the League's influencEl;· As ~a 
were to be later elaborated into volumes· one and three nationalist .Muslim, Maulana Azad's· thinkirig' was 
of the autobiography. Death prevented him from governed by some pre-conceived notions. He could 
writing those volumes and the \\ orld will not now not therefore see and appreciate the force of the ·rival 
know what he had to say about the early and the nationalist movement that grew under the ' leader:.: 
later part of his life. The latter would have been ship of Mr. Jinnah. • 
particularly valuable as the Maulana was occupying lvlaulana Azad has not been fair to his colleagues. 
during that period an important position in the He has mentioned some mistakes that, accordirig to 
Government and also in the Congress organisation. him, were committed by Pt. Nehru. For Pt. Nehru, 

The curious part of the story told by the Maulana however, he had a warm and deep regard. But the 
is the revelation that, during that period of approxi- same thing cannot be said about his other colleagu'es. 
mately six years when he was occupying the position He is most unfair to Sardar Patel. He suggests that 
of th e prcsidcntship of the Congress and the later he was a communalist. He holds him partly respon'­
threc years when he continued to be a member of its sible for the assasination of Gandhiji. He accuses him 
Working Committee, he · differed with the· prevailing of not doing his best to put down the riots that deve­
policy of the organisation on every vital issue. His loped in Delhi in the wake of the disturbances in the 
views on the issue of the war were diametrically Punjab. This is not the place to examine these aile­
different from those of Gandhiji and his followers in gations. But one cannot but say that the · Maulana 
the ·working Committee. The Maulana was for sup- was not well-advised to make such wild charges 
port to the war anrl war efforts if the freedom of the. against a colleague who, being dead, was not in a 
country was recognised. He-- did not like the indivi- position to defend himself. At another place the 
dual satyagraha movement started by Gandhiji. He Maulana has stated that Sardar Patel and Dr. Rajetidra 
had his doubts also about the desirability of launching Prasad were' "entirely the creation · of ' Gandniji". 
the "Quit India" movement which was later started Neither would regard the statement as an insult, but 
by Gandhiji when Japan was knocking at the eastern his suggestion that they had, apart from the support 
gates of India. · . · of Gandhiji, no following or place in the countty's pub~ 
· During the discussions that later took place between lie life is untrue a,nd unwarranted. The. descripti.on 

the Congress and the British Government the views is more applicable to the Maulana. himself. · The 
and the estimates of the Maulana invariably differed eminent position that he .came to occupy in the Con'.: 
from those of the organisation which he was heading. gress and the political life was due entirely , to the 
He was for the acceptance of the Wavel proposals blessings of Gandhiji. He had no othet support 'ill thE! 
which were elaborated at the Simla Conference. country. . " · · 
Later he was for the acceptance of the · Cabinet Mis- The book deals only with the political activitieS of 
sion Plan. He has expressed his regret at several Maulana Azad. But he was also an eminent ,man of 
places that the Plan was not accepted. letters and a keen observer of men and events. In the 

The Maulana was also opposed to the Congress course of his long and varied life he came across thou-
decision to accept the Mountbatten Plan which offered (Continued on page 11) 
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it c~n only · be by th~eat~ . ~J. ~)e{c~~~;1)~Nf d~q$~t.lW;~\1(! {:~di~~ea:aiftst N~ lan~.~d and small-lal!~ed 
hesitate to say that 1f a senous attempt 1s made,, It agamst the b1g-lapded. Gandht]l used to say: . 'We 
will unfortunately lead to civil war and bloodshed of the cities will do everx-thing for the peasant except 
and the death of thousands of people 'in ,this cou~try. get off his back." This formula of joint cooperative 
I think anyone who thinks he can pers\lade the ~- farming is invented by urban, doctrinaire people who · 
sants of India. to give up their la?ds · a?~ 'oeco~e lartd·1 ?ave very little to do with them and is another attempt 
)~s~,.:~IJFS .~,ga~. f.o~ \l, ~;~P~f-:~~~~~H~HiW_ ·;P~\1?~ or 1th€lj !n .• ~ rqundabout way to keep 09. ~}:le hac~~ 9f.Pur 
N~~~ c,l!-p~~~J 1s J~ytp~ !ll;tll;· f?9~ s :paraq;z:s_~. - \ , , . , peasantry. . , , · ' .. f 1 .. _; 

~ .• ,'&4r~ ;~UIJ}l~,Jvfpp_,·~~~~hJlilfhlp~ :at ;l3d. a,o,h. OI). the lQtlf ------ --(C~in~~d ~~~:ri p; ~-g' "i! 'lOj ( .. · ;;! 
of l', e,bn.u;1ry, IS .. repo,rty~· to ~ve sa1 : . . , 

· ~ sand~ of men ' and witnessed or partiCipated in ··~Thos~ .. who telL _you that cooperative farmi~ 
. . . ,_,amounts. to some sort of confiscation of lan.!!...,ar hundreds of events. The j~pressions these left, on 

h , his sensitive mind would have. been an j.nvaluabl~ p~ 
trying to c eat you ·· · · . .. · of his autobiography. One searches in vain, fpr su9l;l 

:( f':~sh . ~~ Jai1.', ~ot 1,1sed ·~~. uqR~~rfbtble remar~ an expression of his p~rsonality, India Wins Freedom 
• 1a.bo:q,Lpeo.pl~ , a~ ·AW~rs~ , ~~ ,.Sb:~ :-C·~l\1\J,agopalapha,n, scrupulou§ly. av.o.ids .. gb.dng.~any .such .glimps.eJin.to the .. 
Shn Jaya ·Prakash r'farayan, Shn K.M. M.unsh1 aqd mirid of the Maulana. The book thereby becomes 
II]a~:y R~~~r~ .'F~?, ,'.~,t~e saiq t_~at: For irutanGe, Shri only; .a not....:too lively record of political events 6f a 
-ja:ya Prakash Narayan has sa1d m Banaras only four recent past. . :r V. B, K. . ·· 
~ays , ago, .t\J..a~ ! c?Pp,erat;ive farming in today's c?,ntext Not ln .Our St'a

1
•
8
. 

means creating 'pupets in the hands of officials, th\lS 
q~priving ~h~ pe~sar.~s .q£ ~heir· volition and land. It By :A:-v :· Gol'Wala, Published by Jaico Publishing -House; 
is1not..good to_ s~y of,.tpes~ patriotic sons of the soil Price: Rs. s. . . ·' , 
that they are cheating the people. Whatever the mo- Mr. Gorwala is well-known in · the COJ.llltry ~s ,~ 
tixes,way.be, ;whatever they niay be. thinking they will able administrator. He is equally well-known as a 
:be :doing, the people who are really .misleading the fearless publicist. During the last five years or so 
c::o.untty are those .who .say that this Nagpur pattern he has written extensively on current topics in anum­
of :joint cooperative farmmg .will not take the land her of newspapers. Some of those. articles are colleC­
away from the. P. easants. ted together in this book of over three hundred pages. 

Mr. Gorwala ha.; written on several topics ranging 
·The ruling party has set its feet on the wrong road, from population control and simple living to problems 

wrong from the point of view of public morality, of foreign policy and dangers of communist infiltra­
wrong from the point of view of a free society and also, tion. Articles dealing with each topic are grouped 
if I may say so, wrong from the point of view of self- together in separate chapters which makes reading 
interest. It is wrong from the point of view of self- easy. 
interest because for the sake of a minority, a majority As a convinced democrat, Mr. Gorwala has subjected 
is sought to be penalised. The National Sample Survey to a searching examination those policies and actions 
of 1954-55 came to the conclusion that there were of the Government which result in strengthening tota-
66 million households owning land with five members litarian tendencies. He is particulary critical of the 
per household, while there were 15 million house- foreign policy of the Government which, though osten­
holds not owning land at all-about 20 per cent of sibly neutral and non-aligned, leans many a time . to­
those · W'ith land . .. Indian Agriculture In Brief, pub wards Soviet Russia and China. His criticism is both 
lished by the MinisJ:ry of Agriculture in 1957, gives cogent and bold. 
these figures. Those who are self-employed in A democracy can survive and grow only on the 
agriculture are 53.7 per cent of the population. The basis of a free and fearless discussion of all public 
big majority of people living in the villages do affairs. It is the task of the press to initiate and facili­
o;.vn some land. They love that land, srrall as it may tate . such discussion. The press in our country has 
·be, ·as. they love 'their·baby, even iht ka litHe infant. not been playing that role very creditably. It is. to 
-They do not think that their la'rld is worthless because a large extent conformist. Even Mr. Gorwala did not 
if is small. . . · . ' always find it easy to secure publicity for his articles. 

The real d~ty. to. the pea~ant today lies in giving A regular column contributed by him to an eminent 
~a~er to tl1~ cultivator ... We have not got enough irri~ journal was suddenly stopped because his · writing was 
g~ffm(~~eili~fe~ .. , Qive . tliciiil _ ~e~~r .fertilis,ex:s; · give frowned upon by persons in authority. That, in spite 

, tp~m :s.~ ana, te,a~~ Fb~m how,to ,crlbvate the.ulands of all these difficulties, he continued to write. .is an 
o¢ffElt than: they; have been used to do through ages. eloquent testimony to his sense of public duty anl:l 'his 
This'· 'is 'tlie way in' whiCh Ja·pan and other countries courage of conviction. Our democracy will ·secure 
!;hot forward in ·t:Pe production of wheat and .rice. a surer footing if we get a few more of such disinteres­
Instead of doing that, we are drawing the red herring ted and courageous critics of public affairs . Mr. Gorwa­
of collectiv~ farming across . t4e track and diverting la has rendered a distinct service to the cause of demo­
attention from rour gigantic tasks. Even if ;it is never cra:cy by bringing together in book form his seathered 
carried out, it will divert attention fr:om constructive writings · on issues which still continue to agitate the 
pursuits and will take class war in~o the villag~s set- public mind. N. M. K. 
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·:ji·Orie tlf ' the dangers' 1 to young dem&:racy ''iti India · ·' JI - :knoW'iaW!iHatUil . oft~h·· liStehe<:l. ~tC{J1i~ ·(~Ki 
is the feeling on the part of the citizens to· break the ME:lnon:~) aa.Yi&~:· : c oc ; 'did \fioe'fe~}' v~iy happy' Xpoitt 
laws if they consider, them unjust. tlliS~ as1I fe1t tlia'(Kt1shnHM~l~?n:·?£t§'g¥v~' ~ft>}:\1f'Ollg: 

-Justice Sinha, B01nbay Chroni{;.le February 14 dv!Ce. Sardar Patel ·and l 'd1d not. ahyays ' seeey~l9., 
Pl ' " ' ;' ' " < 1 

.• , ~- ~- ·-'-. ' ." . ' ,; , ye;;. bu~ WeJ ~gr~ed •infOtlt judgefuenta})out-chmi:;: ·' 
:·· If wy have ,been able to get a1d 1t1s because w:e are f :w;l \~Maulalia:: Az1ld ' in: India Wins -'Freerjom. 
'not committed. f6 the political idealogy of any of the · .-· ·_ 'A . • , c: .1;: ·_, ,, ; , .• • ;;<>f:';.: .. · ,_ 
'rotihtties~ ' ' • ' ' _ · " _ · · · Marx desc:ribed religion ,as the opium of themasS:est , 

: .· · -..G; J3,'Pant, Home Minister, Ti7Ms of 'India, . ;Atfi r we:. :~§y~I6ifuili ~:a.:J-~§t<.fggt.( :<>CQP!iJnfJ9(jli~~ 
·· -· '· · ·--"'"r·;•. · .· :- -· · ·· ·"' ·:- -- --J· '"~Feoriiary 'T8 ' mass~?'l ):'etq!fps; 'f~).e_ mass~( .aJwa:ys :~~ d!)i~pi.1;~!'J 
. . .. . 'be' fbtgetrul . of then-··true ronditioiL . · . ' ... ·· · · .:.:~·~:.~ 
There are ;some leaders of uncommitted countrieS to ' ·· · ·.·· · '' Vi ",, ; - ;.;.:s. b: irf'if'llocJ&.rt. ~F~Bhihf'H111~k 

whom com-munism is a word difficult to pronounCe. : . ·; '· • ' ,,,. · . ; '''-'<.:: / ' ··.-' -' ;~ ,•X:A ' cs·:,,· 
~Nikita Khrushchev, Current, _ February 18. '· tflandr&Jy 'foilowe~s staye'a'lon~ ~5pb'W~r.:·it ~~fil' 

'corrupf 'US.:; :, I atri 'afraid . of that . ~·J-- -·: ., L: '· • +;c":":' __ :r~t,- . 
. .1£ we want to bt·ing about any revollltiona.r·y social 
change through state power, we shall have to accept 
'dictatorship: · . · · · . . _-· . _ 

-Jayaprakash Na_r._a~a-~, _Bhoodan, Februar_r 11. 

It was at the instance of Shri V. K. Krishna Menon 
that the Ava<U session (of the Congress) de6noo its 
ideal of socialism. 

· . -Gen. 'Ne Wirl, 'Prime Mihlst& of J3tli-iiia; 
, ' · Indi,kin :E;xpr~ss; Febiu~ff'. l!ff·~~ 

-i? ,- \ ~ t';"/ ' - ' . !~' - ~ ··.-;~ _~ : n-};-~q t'}'''I'_.~ -"""' -" .#C:· ;J. .-" -. , 

-K. K. Shah, Bharat ]yoti, 

. I wish .t}ie :U:S . . wmtid .· make •;;ofri6!-dis~~ti~nt ... ,­
ween those who::sit•on the: ~fen<k! and "its coniiiliftoo 
allies. Th~ peoplein 'Pakistan' <!annot ~ see · why r~ir;· 
nations' thaMollow neutralism ·get the assistance>Why 
must neutralism give them inore •dividends?··' r';.,, 

February 15 -Mohammed Ali, P?k4tan's Ambassador to the 
. U.S., Indian Express, February 17. 
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-Our poop!~ are homogeneous. on . one issue namely 
love of land as possession and the family as -_the 
nuCleus of life. 

~Pothan Joseph, Mysindia, February, 15 

While Nehru's intellect may~ometimes be tricky his 
instinct is ofti:m sound, especially when he is face to 
face with hard realities~ · To a man of his culture and 
faith, Socialism is an extension . of · democracy', 'nOt: 
strangul~po?o of d,eq:l~apy~ , _ ,, . : . _ . . (; ! ,,,:,.,; 

~'fliought .F~l>ruarr. ::t,,. 
.--'---- ' . '. _,· . . ll · . . ·" '-';-' __ .. __ , 

Theoritically, it will s()On be possible fo~, ·-~,;Iup'kf 
Cambodian .pedestrian,, ~ho Ji~ ,been kpoc~~t-4~»?-1. 
by a Polish steam locomotive, trayel,ling tp ~ P9rt£C9D,'7 
siT,1,1cted by _ the French ~n a :rru)w~y , ~e : bpilt:.hY-.'i~~ 
Chinese, to be rushed in an East German anib.~lap:~~· · 
driven by a Japanese-trained ch,auffer ,,~d _fuel!,~f}, ,by; 
American petrol, along ~ highwa.y bWJt, by :the,.Am~rJ;-: 
eans, to ·a ' p10de~ , hbsiJitat, fi{&t¢: 'l?y(1 j;l,i~,)~ <L· c"'' ·, 

and , staffed . by , ntirs~, using ' Gz~clr ; Iit~iC.@:,,,·, 
rnent, .who have Heen oou&t,~ 'tih.der ';'~~!·'GC5l 
plan. · ' ''2...Ecqfu)~#t;- LOpo«?~ 'fep,ft(: ' 

' ·. . . - ' ' :. ' -_,: .... _ .. ~ . _,._ - ;. . / _l ·:_- ~':-~ j . t:· ~;~ _~ 
Krishna Menon in the Cabinet: li()ldihgctli~ '# ·., 

ly impqrtant Defence Ministry; · Mrs>Jhdira 'G~n~i 
aHhe•heaq ·of the ·widesl_}read ai)d pdw'etfiirCqpgr~s 
party machine. Nev~r havetlie ,UQ1~ ' HE;e4' mOrl},l>ttP 
pitious f?r the: ·communists. . ' ' '/ · . •: ;· . 

===================~~-~· ::_A:··. :~D~.~G~· ~o!Wala., • Bdihbav c-~~~icle; !e~~!~~~9. 
Eaited. printed " published for the Democratic Research Service oy V. B. K•nNJK at The Kanada Press, 109 Parsi Bazar Street. 

'' Bombay L 
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