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ress And The
rime Minister

by S. N. Aiyer

fINE of the issues rvhich the elections in North
\-t Bombay, from rvhich r\'Ir. V. K. Krishna N,Ienon,
India's Defence N4inister and Acharya J. B. Kripalani
contested for Parliament, has broirght into bold relief
is that of the freedorn of the Press and expression in the
country. The Prime \4inister, NIr. Jau'irharlal Nehm
u'ho obviously did not relish evcn tl-re rnodest comments
of sorne newspapers in Bombay favouring Acharya Kri-
pirlani, started hitting them hald calling th*em. "reg.c-
tionarv" and "capitalist" press. I{e ldopted similar atti-
trrcle torvards th<lse rvho propagatecl for the Acharya.

, Even an eminent leader of the calilrre of lvhi. Jayapra-
tas'h Narayan did not escape his-rvrath, Although, the
Plime \{inister clicl not mc'ntion \{r. Jhyaprakash
Narayan by name, the reference \\':1s clear. I-ikeu'ise
nrany left-leaning Congress leaders and journals cal-
led tlre pro-Kripalani press as "fute Press" and sorne-
tilnes had the temelity to suggest that these l)irl)ers
shoulcl be nationalised. Not satisfied rvith nll this,
some prominent Congress'rvorkers, instigated by com-

. rnunists and fellow trirvellers, staged a bonfire of' Indian Erpress and Loksotflc-trvo leading dailies of
Bombav wlriclr favoured Achtrl'a Kripalani and cried
Iroirlse nt the entilc "capitalist" press. When the organis-
c'r's of tlrr. b<lnffr'r'torrlt orrt l proct'ssi<lr-t to tlrt'offic'r's of
Indiutr. Erplcss and the [,ol<salta ir Cor-rqress \{.P.
from Kashmir', s4ro ]ccl the 1rt'ocessiotr, is relialrh' rt.-
portecl to huve told the General N'Ianager of Indian
Express {r'trrrp of ne\\rspapel's that brrt for the ;rolice
lre s'ould htve brrrnt clorrrnr theil offices. Tlrere is
stronq suspicion that prirrrarilv tbe bor.rffre i<lea l'as
insltirecl b1, r.tn othcr persotr than l\{rs. \Iiolet .'\lva.
Urrior.r Dc'-lrrtrr \'Iinister for l-Ionrr-: r\fflirs. She is statecl
to lravc' told' "Drrrinu the drrls of orrr fleedonr strnqqle
rvr- rrsr.d to l\6116,cl11 tlre rrsc rrf folcign textilos and to
olqitnisc nrrlllic bonfir'c rlf tlrttsc lt'xtiles. Ttr lhc sltrtrc
\\'il\/ \\'(' shorrld orgrurisc l botrfft'c rlf tliis English drrilv
(Itrrlilrtt ll.ti.rlr'.s't)." -\pitr'( ft'<rrrt tlt'' rtrrrlitcitv ol'r'ottt'
1t.'t irr,l :,trt lt lttt llr'ti'rtt .,r'itlr 11"' l1'11 1,rl I rrl1l J111111i11'r

of frrleiqrr tertilcs drrrinq lhr' ffqht for irtcleltrtndt'nct'.
tlrt' lrclraviorrl of the I)cprrtr' [.iniorr I{omt' \'linistt'r
lir'tt'lr',s rnr rritcr litr-k of:sr'lr.t'o{ rrflitilrl rt'sttort.ilrilitl
,rn lri'r'lrrrt't. Tn no otltct'('orttrtrr'. rt ntinictrir u'ho itr-

cites people to violence and anarchy could have been
iolerated. It is true that \'Irs. Alva clenied that she had
made such a statement but the lukervarm fashion in
which she denied and the complete absence of a
single rvord of condemnation of the bonfire in her state-
ment gives credence to the report tl"rat she had spoken
such rvords.

As n matter of fact, the Prime N'Iinister has been
showing increasing sensitiveness to the critics of his
government. He regards those who find fault with
his policies as dishonest hirelings of the bloated capi-
talists and as enemies of social change rrncl socialism.
This charqe deserves a seriotts answer as the be-
haviout of the Prime N{inister may refect in the atti-
tude of the rlling party, u'hich trltirnately rray decide
to scuttle the freedom of the press and expression by
devious means.

The ansrver to this charge must begin by lamenting
u'ith the Prime \{inister the uneven developrnent of
the Indian 1lr'6ss. What \'[r. Nehru qenerally refers
to as the "gi'cat" papers are all in the hands of big
btrsiness thoireh th-e clegree'ijf control the big busine.si
r.veilcls over'tlre policv of the papers is rather exag-
ger:rtecl. The faci that the "great papers" are owned
by big business is, however, unfortunate, since it is
nntural to expect that trll other interests dre better
represented in nation's press, in other rvords, ev,ery
section in the society must be in a position to ffnd
expression regarding its orvn interests. We should
have papers such as those of tracle unionism, art,
science, co-operative movemettt, agricultttre, industry
etc.

But it is one 'tlring to deplore tlre fact that rnost
irnportrrnt pitpcls irrc' <lrltrccl l11' lrig lrrrsittt'ss itntl
qrrite anothcr t<l c'onclctntr thent as rc:rctionirly or clis-
honest or as either inc'irpable or clisqr.rtrliffecl t<l juclge
issues on merit or to reflect public opinion rvith any
degree of ficlelity. \h'. Nehrtr rvill clo rvell to r€m€rl-
ber: that till recently lre had ll press in India which
n'as about as clutiful as any outsicle the commuirist
emlrire. Tht renson lt'tls not far to seek. First, there
s'as the natrrral inclinatiort not to ittclge the perfor-
lllancc of tlrc govcrntuetrt totl halshll' irr tllc cnor-
rnotrsly clifficrrlt periocl of aclittstn'rort rrl'tcr ir.rtlcpcr.r-

clcnce. Secondly, therc rvns the distate <lf big business
to nrrr foul of tltr,' qovt'rttttrcnt. Cottrage is rlot :t

rrrr:rlilv tlrrrt distitr(trisltcs. rr'itll vct'r' ft'rv creelltiorls.
thc rnen s,itlr largc stakcs.

'Iltc rtrtlst ittt;tortttttt irrhil-lit-ory [trctot oI itll rvls
thc rrrr<'lrtllirt)g('itl)l(r lllitt't'irl llrrlrlic: t'stt'r'ttt,,llcl tllc
vrcirt rlrritlitics ol tltt,r tttrlll rtl tlrt'ilt'lrrr rrl illi;tils. -\[r'.
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Nehnu is, undoubtedly, a rnan of great charm, of
abounding sincerity oi purpose and an impeccable
sense of -integrity. Possibly, t-here is no parallel in the
world's history for anyorie in the practice of active
politics to attain his eminence and- retain it over a

, perigd so long without the hint of a compromiSe involv-
ing his personal or public honour.

It is not easy to critiOise such a man anyrvhere. In
the conditions of India, rvhere religion, tradition and
the social stratiftcation are all on the side of reverence
and conffrmity it has been a task calling for an act
of faith.

This side of idolatory, NIr. Nehru is still a greatly
respected and greatlf adored figure. There is no doubt
about it. But rather, the inevitable result has been that
this and his earlier immunity from criticism have blur-
red for N.{r. Nehru the distinction betrveen personal
popularity and political judgement. If Mr. Nehru still
believes that his great hold on the imagination of the
people has much relation with the actions of his
government he is sadly out of touch with popular
feelings.

Let Mr. Nehru not deceive himself about the ins-
- piration of the criticism against him. There is doubt-

less hirelings in the press who will serve the petty
interests of their masters as there are hirelings in Mr.
Nehrds circles who will do his bidding against their
better judgement. But on some of the matters where- there'have been major clashes between his policies

' 1 and: thp press, such .as Tibet and China ana State
trading etc., NIr. Nehru |s*.ng longer in tune rvith the\! '' I pdbliJoEnion in the cotiirtry. O*ne rvishes he. coulcl

' i,i sonn€tirhbs overhear, for he will qever hear, rvhat many
Congressmen and even some of the Congress Minis-
ters rvill bring themselves to say in congenial com-
pany.

Still, that N,Ir. Nehru has misjudged public opinion
is not enough to criticise hirn. He rvould not be the
leader he is if he did not create it, fashion it and be
in its vanguard. But rvhat makes the Prime r\Iinister's
attack on the press and public men so unfair is that he
signiffcantly modiffed so rnany of his policies on which
criticism was most voc:rl,

Take the case of border trouble rvith Chinrr. If it
rvas not for :rll the noise. irr tlre press arrcl florn prrblic.
platform, it is possible that facts muv still h:rve becn
kept arvay, from the countrf itncl sonre nrore Indian
terlitory gobbled up by the Chinese rvitltout the
Indian public knorving anything about it. Tn relation
to China, Mr. Nehru brought us to the brink of
national humiliation and the hurniliation rvas contain-
ed not in that we ceded ground without doing any-
thing about it but that rdrile it ."vas being cedecl the
country was-allou'ed to indulqe in the pathetic 1'los-
ture of Panchslreeling Bhaililiittcss.

Even after the facts u'ere published, NIr. Nelm
shou'ed a ctrriorrs tendencv to rnininrise tlre rnaqr.rittrde
of Chinese tlrteat anrl talked of thc land in Pekinq's
oecrrpirtion rrs rnorrntnin tops s'hich qlcu' nothing anc'l
r','c.rc too urlrl for hallitati<tn. Does hc tlrcrr clcplore thr:
tenrpel of tlrc countr'y' *'hich ltres.s and 1>ublic nrc.n
leflec.tetl lras force<l on lrinr lt polic'r. of lirrnnesi ..r,ith
Cliinrri)

Freedqm First

Or let us rvatch N,Ir. Nehru writhe in the agony of
his reappraisal of the local communists. Ur."Nehru
against all available evidence had hoped to domesti-
cate them to democratic ways and riational loyalty.
The press and public men 'warned him repeatedlv
that this could not be done and Mr. Nehni is now
rvell on the way to accepting the view of his critics.
This is obvious from the way he has been criticising
tlre Indian communists.
_ Tibet provided an instance of Mr. Nehm reluctantly
but inexorably catching up with an enraged and
mortifted public opinion and Mr. Krishna M5non'will
yet provide us with yet another such instance.

N{r. Nehru's denunciation of his oppoggnf. in a
rnanner which refects typical communliGt ifnge'and
the bonffre of the newspapers organised by members
of his party which is reminiscent of the book-burning
orgies of the Nazis under Hitler., make one sit up
and think of the pass state of affairs in India may
come to unless determinedJv checked by the'force of
public opinion.

It must be clearly pointed out that the opposition to
tr4r. Krishna Nlenon's candidature was based on ideo-
logical rather than on personal grounds. This basic
fact was not realised by Mr. Nehm and he consistent-
ly indulged in personal attacks on lvlr. Menon's oppo-
nents. Although, the statement of Mr. Jayaprakash
Narayan favouring Acharya Kripalani was supremely
digniffed and maintained high-level of political lqora-
lit!, the Prime Ministerls r6action to it iniacked of
intense intolerance and spirit of invective. This was
unfortunate, because Prime Nlinister's attitude in this
respect in fact, refected the degeneracy in the think-
ing of top Congress leadership and the blind conni-
vance of it by by the Congress rank and ffle.

It is true that Congress will rvin everywhere and
be in a position to form government in every state.
This fact, in itself, is not dangerous. But what is dan-
gerous is the intolerance of Congress leaders of pub- ,
lic criticism. The only way to bring the top Congress
leadership to be responsible to public criticism is to
assert it consistently and fearlessly.
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"lVlien I use a .word," Humpty Durnpty said, in a
rather scornful tone, "it means jirst what-I choose it
to mean-neither more nor less."

'The question is," said Alice, "rvhether you corl
rnake words mean so many diffe.rent things."-

"The question is,", said Humpty Dumpty, "u'hich
is to be master-thafs all."

The Art And Science Of Being lrfeutral
by Melvin J. Lasky

in a characteristic fit of irrationalitl'. Their u'ords had
been ear-nest, but realities were overmastering.

Consider another relationship to the concept of
neutrality, that of Switzerland. Fior many observeis the
Swiss and "the art of being neutral". are almost synony-
mous. This intelligent, prosperous and peaceful peb-
ple in the heart of Europe avoided entanglements in
both tragic world rvars. Yet it is curious how little
attention is paid to the lessons of Switzerland's ex-
periences, and as a matter of fact, until just the other
day we knew only precious little about recent events.
With the appearance of Jon Kimche's study of Swiss
neutrality (published in London under the ill-advised
and meaningless title of "Spying for Peacd'), we have
for the fust time the drama of Switzerland caught
between rvar and peace as rvell as some important
signposts for our own time and its problems.

For six years, little Srvitzerland, landlocked around
the Alps between Germany, Italy and Flance, teetered
on the verge of catastrophe and desbrrction. In 1939,
after the first military triumphs of Hitler's Wehrmacht,
she lay there ripe for the plucking. In 1940, after the
conquest of France, (he encirclqment by the dictators
rvas-quite complete. Even in 1943 whbn,'the.[ide of.
war liad turned against the Berlin-Rome Aris, the
Swiss rvere in grave danger-wouldn't the Nazis move
into Switzerland to preserve their cmmbling Italian
front? Finally in 1945, when the wAr was all but over,
they rvere terriffed at the prospect of Hitler's using the
Bavarian and the Swiss Alps as a desperate last-ditch
redoubt. These s'ere d:rngerous and friendless years.
Horv did they manage to survive? The s'ord rvas
"neutrality"-but what were the realities?

The hero of the story, according to Mr. Kirnche's
book, is an unknorvn Swiss General named Henri
Guisan. It was he who organized the defences of his
eountr.v: for six rvartime years he continued to go
about his job shlervdh' and eftciently despite the
p"iioai" ot,ibursts of fear a-orig the pollticiaus and
panic among the population. He trained his soldiers
and maintainecl their morale (rvhich rvas clepressed
and almost shattered s'hen thel' u'atehed columns of
civilians fleeing fi'om the frontier areas ). He put his
demolition sqr:ads into Srvitzerland's factories, and
had his plans in continual readiness for the blowinq
up of the great Gottharcl and Simplon tunnels and all
the Alpine passes. As Kimche sriters:

"It meirnt sacrificins decacles of costlv and difficult
engineering rvorks. thc lrricle of Ss'itzcrland. . . Not
even the scorched earth-decreec'l bv Stalin <'ompared
rvith thc c'okl and c'alc'ul;ttcrl trl:trt 

'ot 
self-destrrietion

q'lri6.]r Crrist,r' r'6,111'l r'.'r,r.rrtr'-sJ,rlrrld il lrcr.on.rc neces-
sar\t..."

To be slrre. \\r(' ('an r'le\/er realh' knrlrr' lrotl trttrch
eold calcrrl;ttiorr thcre rrrti to tlrii str:rtcgr- of dr"tcr-
renee. nnd horv tntt<'lt lllrrff. IIorv tnrtc'it ,rf rrt'trtritl

-Lerpis Carroll

0 text could be more relevant to our own Wonder-
Iand world of many tongues and slogans. From

every continent have come cries of "peace" and "free-
dom", and no two definitions are exactly alike. In
Belgrade recently there rvas a new concert of nations
devoted to the principles of "neutrality"-but for somc
this meant neutralism, for others only "positive nelr-
tralism", for still others simple "non-alignment". The
question of a master meaning remains unanswered.
Eac'h statesman (and his speech-writer), in an exer-
cise of intellechral sovereignty, chooses his own usage
of words-a kind of self-determination of notions. It is
rarely that this goes beyond vertral jugglery. The real
question is, I suppose, not \\'hich rvord is to be master,
but rvhat are, in truth, the overmastering realities.

boriside-r, for example. the relationship of the U.S.A.
to'the concept of neutrality. In--f,ecent decades the
American attitude has been one ranging from critical
to hostile. For a Secretary of State like the late Tohn
Foster Dulles it rias almost incomprehensible that
men or nations rvorrlcl u'ant to stand asicle from n
mortal stmggle in rvhich a good cause was locked.
Yet for well over a century it was the nerv and vorrng
nation of Americans which invented the idea of
'entangling alliances" as a menace to peace and.inde-
pendence. Ifos' short all our memories are! Tt comes
almost as a shock to read a historv of the '30s and
eome upon tl.re rvords of Presiclent Franklin Roosevelt
(in 1936. at thc' time of Hitler's rise in Europe)-"the
Unitcd States nnd tlre rest of the Americas can plav
but one role: througb a rvell-ordered neutralitv to do
naught to encorrrage the contest, through adequate
defence to save ourselves frorn embroilment ar-rd

attack. . ."
Several years later (and onlv six rveeks befole the

outbreak in September 1939 of World War II!)
Roosevelt's Secretary of State. Cordell Hull, u'as say-
ing: "Botlr sides agree that this nation shorrld at all
times avoid errtangling alliances ot' involvertrents rvitlr
othe.r' natior.rs; both sicles agree that. in tlte cvent of
foreiqn rvars. this nation should rnaintain a stahrs of
strict nerrtrirlitr'. and tlrat arorrncl thc' strrrcture of
rrerrtrirlitl' rr'r' slrorrltl so slr,rp, <itir- ptr'lit ics ls lo kcr"p
this corrntrl' fronr 'beinq drrrs'n into 'u'Ar..." Ri' the
time the vear 1941 rvas ottt. tlre Americans s'e.re at
\\'irr o\'(,r tu'o ot'trlltts. hlving Irt'r'n attackecl llv the
Japancse and harJ rvrrr declarecl rrpon thent bt' HitJer
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Freedom First

Switzerlrrnd's self-conffdent finnness \\/its simply a
bold frontP But the boldness rvorked. "Guisan irad
sorvn the seed of doubt in the Fuehrer's mind. It rvas
enough to make him pause, hesitate..." This is, alas,
the eternal stuff of porver-politics-u'ar, encirclement,
aggression, deterrence, bluff, survival. These words
and eoncepts do not change much, nor do the con-
fused and drastic emotions which accompany them.

For Guisan alone rvas by no means "the voice of
Srvitzerland." In point of fact there u,ere extended
periods of a year and two when he lvas not consulted
by his Government. The General went one way, the
President another-the soldier resisted, the politician
sought compromises. The cluel bets'een them in the
tiny Srviss arena is fascinating and instluctive.

"To be fair, however, to the Federal President it
must be said that Pilet Golaz sought the same main
objectives as did Guisan. He rvanted to safeguard
Swiss independence just as much as Guisan did, but
Pilet Golaz could see the only hope for doing this in
seeking the fullest possible Srviss accommodation to
Germau needs and dcrnands, rvhile Guisan could sec
hope-and national self-respect-onlv in a policy of
dete.rmined resistance to tbe Germans. Guisan there-
fore considered every step taken by Pilet Golaz to
appease the Gerrnans- as oie nrore step on the road to
inevitable and total submissi<iEllPiTet Golaz. for his
part, vierved every new gesture of deffance-by Guisan
as _qne more rnove torvards tlre fatal provocation of
th-e Fuehrer rvhich lvould lead tci tlie'-iiivasion ol
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saboteurs caught in _the act of trying to blow up
military air-ffelds, and even to ntake the efiort to b-b
nice to local Nazi a$itators. Could all this truly help
to strengthen the chances of survival? If the powerful
and aggres,sive enemy rvas detelred by a sneaking res-
pect for pluck and determination, would not *eak-
rvilled trimming stimulate only contempt?

Our story has a fortunate end, and its causes and
consequences are-at least for the historian of Swisi
neutrality-clear. As Kirnche writes:

". . . For Guisan understood more than ever 'at the
end of this murderolrs war rvhy Switzerland had re-
mained inviolate, independent and, formally speak-
ing, neutral. It was not the product of the guarantee
'ivhich the Powers had given her. It was not due to the
acceptance by the rvarring powers of the concept of
neutrality, or because the Swiss waved thg fag of
neutrality on all possible occasions-and on Some im.
possible ones. They had remained free, and at peace,
becanse they had prepared for war, because they had
been prepared to ffght, and because, above all, they
had impressed on every possible attacker that the
Swiss would not be defeated except at a price-and
the price which Guisan had placed on Swiss indepen-
dence lvas greater than even Hitler was prepdred to
pay.- The Srviss estimate of the consequences of all this

'' for 6urrent thinking on the subject of neutrality leads
to,some very sharp'comments on the Babel of slogans
to-6e heard at the U.N. (Of which, by the $ray, the
S.iviss'nYe not rnembers). There would seem to be a
profound difference between making "declarations of
ncutrality" - and Kimche includes "non-alignment",
'ireutrali.sm", "positive neutralism", and "ion-eom-
nritrnent herer - ancl having a genuine neutral policy.
By decl:rling thernselves rhetorically on all the maior
qrrestions of the rvorld. on all the thorny problems
rvhich remain unsettled between the great power-
blocs, the new neutralists have become "crusaders
for righteous causes."

Ilaidung. he concludes, "interpreted its neutralism l'
in tclrns of irrtelventior.r ir.r rvorld affairs - the exact
oppositc to ther trirditional Srviss concept of neutra-
litr'...Therefrlre, the nrodest lesson rvhich we have
lcnrrrt from the Swiss General Guisan might be re-
capitulated with advnntage. Neutral activism and
interventior.r rvas both pcrmissible and necessa4, in
the cirse of the Swiss because it was essential to the
defence and independence of the country. It was not
a slogan for crusirding for righteous causes...And
once this happens neutrality, neutralism, or non-
rligunrerrt becomes ir sham ol a politieal myth."

This is, of <'otrrsc. not tlrc last tlut will be lrearcl
of tlris debate ilrnong the neutrals of the world as
tlrc'r' tn' to <lefine ancl rc-c.lcffnc tlte u'ord "neutrality"
irr iheir struqgle for peac'e. freedom, inclependence.
lirrt pt rlrirps irnotltt'r' rt-;Lt'uing fLrltn T,ervis Cnn'oll
u',rrrlr'l lre lppositr.:

"That's ir ql'eat deal to make one u'ord mean, "Alice
.rrid irr ;L tlrrrriqlr'tfrrl toitt'.

"\\'hcn T nrrrkc rt rlord clo a lot of rvork like that."
srrirl Tlrrrrrl'rlv I)rrntPtr. "l rtlu'rtvs ltnv it crtt'a,"

One rvonders rvl.rether there is a history of any
tribe, people, or nation anyrvhere-whiclt does not re-
cord this sanre drama of the classic contest betlveen
the tu'o basic political temperaments. The stals'arts
stand firm-ancl the appeasers appease. There are
always the 'iesisters" and the "adjusters", those rvho
helieve in the principle of strength (and the strengtlt
of principle ) and those who feel that the hard and
cruel loslc of events calls for concessions and com-
promisefOne man's caution is another man's betrayal.- And so indeed did it scc'nl to Gtrisittt rvhen. for
example, the Su'iss diplomats irt llerlin prcssccl c(:ilse-
lessly for tlre elimir.ration of all reports and comment
from Srviss newsr)apel's rvhich might upset the Nazi
authorities. For him "neutralit.v was a principle of
foreign policv, not of ethics. It prcsents a Drogrtllnlne
of foieign relations. not o morttl iclea." The prob-lenr
had ahvays plagued the'hetrtral men" in Srt'iss public
afiairs. "Does rieutralitv not lead t<i a deadening of
moral feeling? Does it not. rvlten cotrsistentlv main-
tained, end in thc abomirtalllt: cortclitirlu <lf rt resignccl
irnd coq'irrdlv incliffercncc?" The ans\\'cr. as thci'
resolved it, rvns tltat t.tetrtralitv rvas solely a nrntter for
the state', not for the privati' incliviclual.

Words irgain. noltlc u'ords if vorr rvislr' lrrrt tlften
di{licrrlt to livr-'tr1t to itr tirrtcs of:tlorrlrlt'. I'r't'.si<lt'trt

Golaz thorrght it llcc('ssitl'\'ittrd 1'tttlllt'r to t't'lcast'
irrterned Gr\rnran ait'crt's's. to lift tlre han on Nltzi
lt(,wsl)itr)cls c't-ttct'itr,f tItt' t'orrtltrr'. ltr tli:trtss ri illr
Ntzi \ Iinistcl Frr rrk ll('ilsl ll'('s ft tl cc'rlttot t l ic c'olllrllrlt'e-
tion. to 5,'i,-,;",61 tltc r'ortt't-trtlrlti,rl rtf sottti'tl{ lTitlt'rts



Cresham's Law In Politics
by M. A. Venkata Rao

T has been a common-place observation in politics

t*,;

.n

ffiI from the early days of democracy in ancient
Greece that a sort of Gresham's Law operates in
politics as well. Just as bad coins and notes drive
good ones out of circulation, in democratic and even
aristocratic politics, it has been notorious that bad
men emerge to occupy places of power while the
sensitive, competent men withdraw from the arena.

But like all social laws, this fact is only tendencg
rvhich inclines people to act in a certain way but is
not a necessary law like those of objective sciences.

In human psychology, instinctive impulses and first
impressions &ert much force on conduct and opinitn
bul they can be and are brought under control by
further- thought and the leadership of the elite
caoable of deeper reflection.

i am writing^before the counting in these February
elections. ThJ ffnal results will loon proclaim the
condition of democracy in the present grave crisis and
its chances for survival in India'

The North Bombay struggle between the Nehru-
lvlenon status quo and the Kripalani challenge to com-
munist influen-ce has been mirrored in most consti-
tuencies.

I wish to record here my impression of the condi-
tion of demodFffFtodav gathered during this
strenuous campEfsfirFwhi-ch -I was-a candidate for
Lok Sabha from Bangalore city as also for the Mysore
State Legislative Assembly from Basavangudi consti-
tuency, one of the 8 in the citY.

Apiit from independents, tlie contest revealed the
bala'nce of forces fairly accurately - Congress, Com-
munist, Swatantra and'Jana Sangh- parties.

The'swatantra and lana Sangh represent forces
oooosing the communist influence.--fh;i;" 

combined efiort presented a formidable
ideological resistance to th-e Leftist tendencies in
s"r,"r"i and the communist party in particular.
" Th" educated classes of 

-the middle and lorver
middle classes drarvn from all occupations, parti-
cularly self-employed persons and a- certain part ot
the piofession"l "l"tt"t showed a distinct sense o[
iii" a""eut of communist influence to freedom (and
well-beirig generally ).

if,e Ctii"its.e inviiion and the attitude of the Reds

to it has alienated large elements of the educated and
alert oart of the electorate.'- 

ThJ Congress has shared in this ill reputation for
neelecting ihe Chinese menace, r,vhich it cantlot ex-
nlain arvav.' In qcneral, it can be said that the people rvere
forrncl to be more consciotts of todav's isstres and of
tlx. nccessitv for a chanqe from Congress rttle.

\lv rl:rrtr''(the Tana Sanch) put up a cottlpt'cltensi-r'e
,,,i.1 .'',. iclc-ic'irclririq orgirnisation, cont'entrrrting on tlre
Blisavltngrrdi con.stitri'nc'r'. Hortse to llottse visits'

street van loud-speaker propaganda, posters, hand-
bills distributed in crowded localities, ladies meetings,
street corner orations ampliffed by mikes and car
loud-speakers together with visits of party leaders to
influential persons and groups a.special effort to
break the hold of Congress (money and patronage)
on ignorant workers etc. brought to us a vivid im-
pression of the many-sided reactions of different ranks
of voters.

The dominating impression that I received, shared
by *y colleagues (mostly young men between 25
and 35 years of age) was that there was no difference
between educated and uneducated classes'-of people
in regard to the merits and demerits of derriocracy as
a form of government!

The sceptical and cynical feeling that all politicians
are the same, that all men in power will act alike -intent more on feathering their nests and patronising
their own kith and kin, neglecting the common good,
that money tells and wins in the end to the discom-
ffture of the poor, that it is no use taking the trouble
to vote, that neu' men will also get comrpt when exer-
cising power in their hlrn, and so on was common to - . -

the educated and ignorant, rich and poor,'high and :r-:'| ' '
lorv!

We found tliis sentiment expressed with'force apd
point, spiced rvith examples of the corrupt behaviour
of politicians within their knowledge, among alf
ranks!

N,Ianv openly expressed the idea that things wer_e

much better under the Maharaja and the British
before independence.

Women showed more consciousness of the evils of
bad government as seen, in th-e rising prices of house-
hold-necessities particularly food grains and cloth.

In discussing 
-election issues, peoPle showed re-

markable shrewdness in estimating the character of
ctrncliclatcs. Thel'mav not understand the world issues
involvecl in theii os'n affairs but thev could size up the
merit of car.rclidirtes as persons, u'hether they were
likelv to represent the interests of the common people.

The imrrression rvas that if political parties main-
tained contact rvith tlrc people in iheir several
groups more continuously between elec-tjons, their
consinrctive interest corrld be suecessfully evoked,
Election firnds too could be raised more easily from
thc rank and ffle in small amounts throughout the
interveninq periocl. to reach satisfactory magnitihrdes
at election time. The danger of communism is more
g,icleJv unclerstood today.-The impact of Plans and
socirrlisrn <n cttrrcnt price lcvels has becn universalll'
felt. The con'rrptions of the mlinq nartv have alien-
atcd tlrc pcopl,l to rrttDt't'r't'tlentt'cl lelrqtlrs-

Tlrc st'nsr'-of crisis (indeed tlre fear of a possible
(Contirnted on rng.e l2)
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The Plastic Bombers
by Jean Bloch-Michel

The O.A.S, (Seuet Armg Organisation) plnstic bomb outrages that haae susept France and. Aleeria
in_the last leu months Lwbe calminated in attaclcs on the ooiceT of public opinioi-prfulishers, ioumaiists,
editors_-in an atternpt to si.l.ence them. Among th.ese attacles u:as ihe one ciuried out last miith against
t-he offices gf the Congress for Cultural Freedom in Paris, uhieh, in its publications has repeatedlg 6ahed
for a liberal settlement in Algefia.

VERY day and every night explosions resound
through Paris. These are the blasts of plastic

bombs through rvhich the French Fascist groups, who
claim they act in the name of 'Alg6rie Frangaise",
make their presence felt. It started last year with a
bomb at Orly airport which killed a workman, then
one at the Gare de Lyon, and then another which kil-
led the Mayor of Evian on the eve of the discussions
scheduled there between the French Government and
the F.L.N. But these ffrst outrages seem to have been
carried out haphazardly (why choose Orly?) and did
not have the expected results. Subsequently, the plas-
tic bombers have chosen more carefully-if not their'
victims, then at least their targets.

For several months now, the terrorists have been
singling out all organisations and individuals known
to favour a peaceful settlen-rent of the Algerian u'ar.
Not only F.L.N. sympathisers, but anyone supporting,.
a negotiated agreement has been the target of their
attacks. This includes the Communist Party, of course,
all the more so because the O.A.S. ( Secret Army
Organisation), in attacking the communists, hoped to
obtain the sympathy and approval of French public
opinion. However, aside from the fact that this is a
very questionable kind of anti-communism, it has de-
finitely helped those rvhom it claimed to be ffghting,
and the difRculties caused for the French Communist
Party by the 22nd Soviet Party Congress have simply
disappeared. As could be expected, this terrorism has
strengthened the Party's inner cohesion and has
attracted to it tlre fellorv-travellels u'ho had been
holding back; for the fir'st tirne in years mernbership
has gros'n and several by-elections have shorvn that
voters who had turned their backs on the Party have
returned to it norv that the Fascists are attacking it.

But it is rvell known that for the Fascists, the rvord
communist can be used to cover a multitude of sins,
as Salan and his hired assassins are showing us. The
list of plastic bomb victims comes to {r very mixed
bac indeecl. It includes Tean Ferniot, the political com-
meitator of the' irnportant claill' "France-Soir", as s'ell
as other u'riters on that paper. And a bomb has
actutrllv e'xploclerl in the paper's offices. The list also
incrlrrr'les lirrtn( oisr,r Gir'<xrrl, nvrnar;inq cditor of thc
u'i'eklr' "1'lf:inli',;r" rln,l sinc'r' tlri' killcrs rlre not t;c't'r'
n'r:ll-ilrfot'rnc'r-l-ir l,ornll o,rDltl<lccl ouc rl,tt' rt it fot'rtt't'
resiclcn<'r. of Tc.:,rr I)rnicl. one of the "Exprcss" rvritet's
',r'lir, is ;; rli i ir'lisl irr {'ftic':trr ltfl,iils r.,-itlr lr .r',rr'lrl-
,,r-irl,. r.r-l_.r rt:r r i,rn

i:l

A few days ago three journalists of "Le Monde"-
Philippe Herreman, also an expert on Algeria, Jean
Planchais, a military affairs commentator, and Jacques
Fauvet, the political editor-had their homes,bom'bed,
and it is only by a miracle that their families were
not hurt. Earlier a bomb planted at Andr6 Malraux'
home severely wounded a four-year-old little girl rfho
may have been blinded for the rest of her lite. Pub-
lishers, like Editions de Minuit and Frangois Maspero,
magazines, like "Esprit", democratic organisations,
like the Congress for Cultural Freedom, have been
the victims of similar attacls. Fortunately, the damage
done so far has for the most part been only rnaterial.
Nevertheless, the list of victims grows from day to
day. Usually the people who are hurt are entirely
accidental victims: a house-porter, a child, a passer-
by, a clerk in the Foreign Ministry. ...

We are bound to wonder where this terrorism is
leading, Do the Fascists who are carrying out th_ese

acts oI terror (under the cover of the Algerian flag
rvhich for most of them is only a pretext ) really think
that the journalists, publishers, and intellectuals who
are tlreir targets will fall silent after the,ffrst bomb,
stop their activity, shut down their pre_sses or go
baclk on their convictions? Certainly not, they cannot
oossiblv believe that. But they do think that in creat-
ing insLcurity for everyone, in showing that they are
caiable of anything, even of killing utterly innocent .
pebple, they will spread general fear among the in- (
'artiiulate tnott"t in the hdpe that they would silence
those rvho are speaking out. Perhaps they also believe
that the F.L.N.-has only become rr party to the nego-
tiations through terrorism, and that the -O'A'S., being
terrorists alsoi'they rvill have to be asked to negotiate
as well. If the F.L.N. has obtained the support of the
Alserian Moslem porrulation by using all possible
mJans-often the worsi and least excusable-the O.A'S.
has, for its part, taken in hand, "conditioned", the
Er.,iooeans ni O.at and .A,lgiers. Rut the O.A.S' re-

-nini comoletelv isolated 
'irr 

metropolitan France,
anpealinq only to killers arrd thc criminally ins-ale'
And the ceasc'-firc, as wcll ns tltt' atttttltrncctlrctrt of the

s.;;-t";td nttt"in"a by tht: Ettrope-an- population of
Aic;;i;, inar' .r'ell unravel tlre lrorrds linkinq the irr-
hrrliitants of Oralr ancl Alqicrs to tlre O'A S'

S1,.,,]cl u,e thcrtr cottc'ltltlt' that tlre olltt'rtgr:s n'ill stolr

nn.'t,ntti si4c's of thc \{editc'rrrnc:ln rvherl-tlle vi.iorrs
u-rr its,lf .'{)nres to atl e'rd? Notlrinq is less certrin'

lOottlittur'rl rrtt lr,'r1,' 8)



Young Somalis' Adventures In Prague

by Fritz Schatten

OLLOWING the example of several young' themselves treated with suspicion from the outse,t. At
Africans who recentit;fit"d o" tt"it .i*p"ril the Institute, which h:*t:*aqaver.aqe 

"J li s'llEf

\

"rr"* 
i' g." S"i"i-Uriili, ,ii,i.ra""tr t-* Sofr"U" from Africa, Asia and Latin America, every. conceiv-

hl;it t"'";th;i;;[ ile";a;;i;;"ki;;;J ;;;; able restriction was p$cgd. on-their t'""49h. T.'etters

a;t"ih ;;;prlrr 
"o"r".ence 

in Bonn anl t" fi;; from home were handed to,theq gP9"?d_,31.1,1_".19-
views in Loriton 

"f tfr" t ""t*""t of Afri"""i tv tt " 
grams were often retained days before being distri-

Communist authorities in F;;;;;. Their descripiio"r, 6uted, likewise opened.

;hi;il'-t;;;-;;;"u#-?r"t'i"'-l,r -cl'ii;;;i 
- one particulariy ognre;1ive feature described bv

attempts to win over tractable'elements i"-tf*-V"r"! the Sorialis was lhelotal lack 9j,o,biT_tiY9-tftl_-"-
ehte ;f South-Sahar"n efti"u, are full of dramatiE tion. The-only. lew;napers available to them were

.,rd"ttor,"q, for th" ufu;;;;;b r,"a-l" ;t;;;;; those publisl.;_{-tf th-e.Eastern Bloc or the Commun-

"r-"ri-r"llLiiH" a"gt"" o? ,"iirtar"" u"r"* r"""tiig itt ?"th"t of Weitern {urope-{19]Tt T]-?T^"f i"d
oermission to leave Czechoslovakia. Italy' The possession o-f any publication which had
""wiih';i;";;6;; oi one of the older students, fouird its wiy into the Institute rvithout being vetted

*ft. ft"a-*fr""ay-rp""ti;";y"; i"-tft" U"rt"." dirJ was the signal for. officials to appear,and conffscate

";A il;J ii'"'gil"p ;i-;i;d; ;i"g", tr*"s"*"iir the danger:ous material. A h:q:,_ryii.,l_:t'^::,^i1^th'
had arrived in Cze;ho;ior"li"--o"fy'" f"* months "orn*onlro-o*, 

which was,.technical,lf_13931]e, of

before. Their scholat;htpr h"J il; og"t""d'til"*- uv receivins foreien and thus western broadcasts had

F;;;;; ..ri" tt"ii o*n^ government in iri"g"dirr,,i. hpen spEciailyf,octored so that gnlv "?pProJet' Cze'

None of them had 
""v 

ir?*r"t?" J rr"rrg ""3"arli""r 
chosloiakian programmes could be srvitched on.

in their future nortJ, co""tv.-Th"v fta'a-""V-ttr" For its lanluage_classes, the Dobrushka Institute
vasuest i<leas about 

"C";;;ilt ffil ;;d tk;"6r;h employed six"Czlch teachers. trlo lor the Spanish,

G;;;;";;;'t "s;;"ti;;-;1'o ;;; tii;;d^;"-tr';i' th'be for the French, and one for-the Ens]ish-speaking

eisht. *ade ,ro ,"f"r"rr"L in his speech to r""i"ii"*ter * students. .The lecturers' linguistic knowledge was com-

C6*-""ir*.-There was a similai absenee of politioel l pletely inadequate. . ..r .heir
talk rvhen they were welcomed in Prague, although Tlt" Somalis- lepgrted that contact wrtn u
they were urged to ;";"gil;-il"-tpl"?"r-'"rriri"n8"' teacher was so difficult that they-rnade very little pr-o-

;;1J.,:ii;'E""i"i.,"orro""ii" to a1 cilonial;;J;;;i- gress-in the czech lang*age..Their..request to be

;;il;t"l p;'rpl"r:----'" iiansfer.ed to another and better institute was reiec-

The unpleasantnesses started when it came to pur- iJ. tY the Principal as 'an ylt^=dlf d'ernornstr-ation'

chabing sb,o" ,rrqen;ly ;;;a;a ;i;d "ioltri"!.'et- : i!ts!. as eve'X little infrineement ?j.*:-,11*iTt"'t
it""gtittr" Sornutlttiut bL"" g,t"t""teecl an'ade"quate disciplinary code u'as immediately interpreted as a

sum, for this item, "lt ih.y ;;;h";d"J'";-p;"g"i political demonstr-ation against the host country'

was E6o kro'en, "r,d-Jtii'"lothir; 
p,i; 

"r rr'rgiilr Ft""tit; the somalis incuried partic'lar opprobrium

they were this did ;";;; i"i.'p-"?r,"1T.il;'iiffi i; fv a;iirirg to take part 'voluntarily' in introductorv

#t]t"#^il*"oi#r^gotitr,Girt trt" result that m'ost 
"n.,rr"r--in 

Varxism-Leninism' Their argument that

ofthemspenttheir6ookallorvanceof400ff;;';;th")'h"d-;"i;;"toczechoslovakiafoiapolitical
clothes' edilcation evoked furious comment'

While Czech officials left them alone 3t first, the Outside the Instihrte, too' the shrdents noticed

Somalis had hardly arrived in prague 6"r"i"''tr*v *;y i;;;- of iestriction and discrimination rvhich

were bombarded witii 
-;;;";l; 

ltoi- erti""n advo- *"t" i.r flasrant contradiction to Communilt oropa-

cates of Communism to ioin an unequivocally Com- rranda. 
^ 
If-';;;__ impossible . to leave the district of

munist "I;nion of Somali Students in the Socialist Dobmshka *itttq,.,i ,special permission In evident

C;r"";. g""" itro,,gh the aims of this association were fear of- reprisals. by the secret Dolice, uzech crtrzens

initially disquised, tfr"- i"-"fis soon realised that avoidecl-"tt"tttittti"g contact rvith the Somalis, as the

they u,ere heinq courted for political 
"nar. 

When lntt.t .r,i.r'lcl-'l;;;;'.tisl'ted' Y"lit*-^1";"^"jl: *l*dtu
ihei' t"fr,sed to- ioi". the secrletary of the Union. a'r'oided them in local restTrrants and clance nalls'

\'{ohammed Ali-Ahmed' rvarnecl them thai to per:sist Fi''t"liv''iit"'s"*"tit srrfiered'on acco.nt of their

in their <lecision -i;hi "ri"ii-'fr"i.f-t "."r"q.t'""1".'; 
t"li;i;;;'U"ti"ft. As orthoclox Moslelnlr tlt:I Y:l: tt-

ancl argrrecl thrt their socialist hosts lvcte i.ttiln"i itt ,iii"lf*a"f".-th"it rlelisious obs"rvirnces ancl cleliber-

cle.rrn6ins a .friencll., attit'6e,. r.t"l.- ,"r..o,.l 
'r.,littl - 

ir,rilk ".'"n 
tltorlqh otlrer sorts of

The adverse conseqtrenccs of t.Ircir attitudc \\rere lllcat \\/ere availallle
not slou, to cleclare themselves. On their arrival at a At tt,i.'1lif.'i.,;; tl,,'sttrdcnt.\falrtli Ismail-had his
'!anqrravc institutc jn tlre ,."tt in..,r-, nf nntriiirt-rt.. .,h,,l"rshin"".r,""ff"a at Prrrqrre" 'r'lrere hehad arr,ived

llrnre tlrc'r'1't'rr-'to slrcncl [r vcill', tlre Somalis forrnrl fn,rr. v",,r-r-picviouslv as a cotlYitrcerl Comt]irurist' Ttr



Freedom First

his capacity as a representative of the Somali trade
unions he had been able,to make journeys to other
places in the Eastern Bloc, notably MilscoW and
leking, and had been carefully sponsored by the
Communist authorities ever since his arrival. Having
served as interpreter to the President of Somalil
during the lattet's visit to the Czech capital, he had
witnessed the growth of ever closer t:ies between
Communist officials and leading politicians in the
Greater Somali League. IIe kne*, lor example, that
Mullhitdinoy, the top Russian official who- was a
Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
until the 22nd Congress, had hinded the Secretary-
General oi the Greater Somali League the sum <lf
$50,000. Ismail's difficdties_began whEn he was given
an ultimatum to join the abovb-mentioned "Uni6n of
Somali Students in the Socialist Camp" and the
Greater Somali League. -He was subject?d to syste-
matic pressure which culminated in fhe cancellition
of his scholarship, but, curiously enough, he received
no exit permits.

In mid-December, 1961, Mahdi Ismail and the ffve
Somalis studying at Dobrushka decided to leave
Czechoslovakia together at all costs. Without the
app_roval of_the Principal of the Institute, they went
to Prague. Finding it impossible, as foreigners iacking
the necessary know-how, to obtain a- hotel rooli
through the State Tourist Office, they spent the first
night and the two following bitterly coldnights in the
open, either in parks or huddled in corners in a temp-
erature s'hich sometimes fell to many degrees belorv
zefo,

Their efiorts to obtain ofiicial authorisation for'tlre
granting of an'exit visa were at first completely un-
successful. The Somalis were abused in the ugliest
terms, both at the so-called 'University of the l7th
November' and at the Ministry of Education. Since
the immigration authorities repeatedly referred them
back to the University and Ministry offices, they
found themselves caught up in a vicious circle. From
the afternoon of the day on which they ffrst opened
their campaign for permission to leave the country
they were kept under constant and quite overt surveil-
lance by relalz5 eg plain-clothes policemen r'r'orking
round the clock.

Eventually, on the morning of the fourth day, after
they had spent the night in a small room occupied by
a fellorv stndent, the six Somalis led by Mahdi Ismail
appealed to the Italian Embassy, which represented
Somalia's interests in Czechoslovakia. A formal pro-
test lodged by the Embassy at the Prague Foreign
Ministry produced no immediate result, so tlre
stutlents spent the following night in the Embassy
librarv, rvlriclr stands a little distance from the main
building. As they emerged into the street next morn-
ing, \{ahdi Tsmail u'as arrestecl imrnediately in front
of the ltirliur Embassr. bv tlrrer: c,rr-loacls of p<>licenren
rvith clrailrr 1;istols, ,,,,..I ,lr,,riq,.,l irrt,r orrc of llrr' tlrr.r,r,
cars. The otliers Icirlnt latc.r thal tlreir. lt'irrler s':rs
driven str:right to Pr:rque airpor.t lrrtl tlrcre forcccl to
t ntc'r lt pliltc lroirrrrl fol Clirir.o.

s
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By indulging in these strong-arm tactics, the
Prague authorties were evidently tryrng to rob the
party of their leader and thereby shikJtheir deter-
mination. Their plans miscarried, however. A further
protest by the Italian Ambassador secured an exit
permit -from the Foreign Ministry. The police spies
were withdrawn from that moment onwards, and,
despite previous repeated assertions that all the hotei
rooms in Prague liere booked up for an trideffnite
period, the students now managed to ffnd acrornmoda-
tion without difficulty.

On their last evening in Czechoslovakia the remain-
ing ffve Somalis werJ besieged in their hgtel by a
stream of visitors. Loyal communist stud6nts from
Ghana, South Africa and Somalia itself tried to talk
them into staying. All the unpleasanbresses which the
partv had undergone since the beginning.,.of their
sojourn in Czechoslovakia were painted as,."errors",
and they were promised paradise on earth in the
name of the Czech gov€ffirrl€nt.

All endeavours on the part of the Prague Commu-
nists and their African accomplices were ,without
avail. These Somali students'faith in commlrnist pro-
mises had been destroyed once and for all. They had
recognized the true aims and intentions of Prague's
'Aid for the Nerv Africa' and its up-and-coming elite.
"For the ffrst time," declared one of them, 28-year
old Adam Abdi Ahmed, "we had experienced for
ourselves the difierence between freedom and cons-

'traint." Both he .and the other Somali students who
have escaped from Czechoslovakia intend to study
in the West and to ensure, trt the same time, that tlreir
experiences are publicised in Africa.

(THE PLASTIC BOMBERS-Cont'd from 6)

Again we must repeat, most of the O.A.S. terrorists in
Algeria and in metropdlitan France only use Algeria
as a pretext. In the political vacuum of present-day
France, which has a regime that disdains the support
of democratic organisations, of parties and trade
unions, the small gxoup of French Fascists wonder if
their hour has not struck. But it so happens that noth-
ing is better calculated to re-politicise France than
this very threat. The 13th of N{ay, 1958, was, in a

sense, a kind of political throwing in of the sponge;
one handed things over to cle Gaulle so that he could
settle the Algerian problem. The demonstrations of
these last few rveeks havc shoum that the French have
rrnderstood thtrt no one, except they themselves, can
clefend their liberties. Their geshrre i.s signiffcant and
rncturingfrrl, ancl shoulcl bc unclclstood by tltose '"vh<,

ri-rrrrt to clcstrov tlrosc liberties, as lr,ell as by tliost:
u'ho believe thc'v can rnaintain tlrern rvithout the help
anrl tlirr suppr,.rt of the s'hole netion ancl its lcgal anrl
pol i tic'rLl li'plescntrtives.

.t-.-



Cat Among The Peace Pigeons
by Ernest Kux

ITHE discord in the international communist move-
I ment, as exemplified by the opposition between

lv{oscow and Peking, is making ever greater encroach-
ments on the communist front organisations. Even at
the Moscow Congress of the WFTU, dissension with
the Italian delegation on the one hand and the
Chinese delegation on the other was glossed over
only with difficulty. Tension also declared itself
within the international communist youth and student
movement at the Albanian Youth Congress, where

. Russian youth officials were heckled by their Albanian
, hosts in a manner usually reserved for foreign dele-

gations. The Albanians ured every trick in the book
to secure recognition of Hoxha's policy.

Open hostilities broke out at the meeting of the
World Peace Council held in Stockholm recently and
intended to pave the way for the World Congress of
1962. This much can be inferred from the scanty re-
ports which have only iust become available, princi-
pally from Chinese quarters. According to them, the
Chinese, supported by the Albanian, Korean, Viet-
namese and Australian delegations, together with a
number of African and Latin American participants,
espoused the vielv that the communist peace move-
ment must iadically alter its strategy. Instead of
pressing exclusively for disarmament and prohibition
of atomic weapons, as it had done hitherto, it must
encourage the struggle against colonialism and sup-
port national liberation movements by every available
means,

The leader of the Chinese delegation, Liao Cheng-
chih, a senior Party official, demanded in a speech

, rnade on December 16 that the world peace move-
.l ment should orientate itself more toward the "broad

masses of the people" and not rely merely on*personalities fronr the highest social strata". The
peace movement should not. he continued, be requir-
ed to trim its sails to everv diplomatic move made bv
'this or that country"-i.e. the Soviet Union. Accord-
ing to Liao, "peaceful coexistence between the oppres-
sed nations and imperialism and colonialism" is hard
to implement; the struggle of the oppressed peoples
should not be relaxed until the imperialist system is
utterly destroyed. Negotiations need not, he conced-
ed, be dispensed with, but the "masses" must at the
)^ame time be rnol>ilised and mrrst ffght against irn-
perialism u'ith all the nteans at their disposal. Liao
rvent on to criticize Soviet strrnrnit diplomacy and
Khnrshchev's attempts to rrchieve ir Russo-Ameriean
hilateralisrn. He declared:

"The-' settlernettt of intcrnrtionnl disprrt<rs tlrrorrqlr
pc.aceful negotiation lrv r.ro rnelllls irnrllies that major
international problenr c'an lle solved bv relying onlv
on ncgotiations rtnr{)r)q a ft,rv hir; porverjs. \{aior inter:-
national problerns rnust hc solveil bv tlre peclples o{'

the world and by the nations of the world, big or
small,_ strong or weak. The idea of a few big countries
straightening out international problems without'res-
pecting the opinion of small countries is also wrong
and can never be realised.. .The days when a few bif
powers coulcl control the destiny of the world are
gone,

The leader of the Chinese delegation also denounc-
ed the United Nations as an 'instrument of imperia-
Iism". It u'as idle to say that American control of the
U.N. was a thing of the past merely because the U.N.
was occasionally used by the communist countries as
a platform from which to unmask imperialism and
because 'many new nations had been accepted as
members. The Chinese spokesman stressed, ffnally,
that world-_peace w_as still threatened, that the danger
of war still existed and that the United States was
preparing for a world war.

The Chinese delegate Liu Ning-yi, also a senior
Party oficial, expressed overt criticism of Soviet dis-
armament policy and declared that it was only
damaging national liberation movements:

"There are some who hold that general and com-
plete disarmament is the only road to peace, that it is
the basic task of the mov-ement for the defence of
u'orld peace at the present time, and that it is the
key to the solution of all the pressing problems of our
time. They hold that the national independence move-
lnent should be subordinated to the movement for
general ancl complete disarmament, and that if gene-
ral and complete disarmament is achieved, all the
important problems of the world will be solved. This.
however, is an erroneous and dangerous point of
vierv, and one with which one cannot concur. . .

"As far as the oppressed nations are concerned,
rvhether Laos, Algeria, Anqola or the Cameroons, our
nrost vital task is to build rrp and augment their
armed forces for the stnrggle against imperialism.
Under no circumstances shorrld the small forces nre-
sently at their disposal be diminished or disbanded.
What countries that have alreadv gained their inde-
pendence, like Cul>r'r. need is not a reduction in the
armed forces rvhich thev have only iust built up bnt
their strengthening for the defence of their eountry's
independence. Experience has shown that they can
liberlte themselves and achieve peaee only t\rrouqh
their ou'n stmggles, not through a carrrpaign for total
disarmament."

Lirr ftrrther emphasised that the national indepen-
dc.nce rnovement corrld brinq inrtterialisrl to its knees
rnorc quicklv than anv talk of disalmanrent. h-r order
to encourage trational intlt'petrdett('() IIlo\/erllcrnts thc
rvorld peace lnovemcnt, too. rnttst tnake stronger'
enrleavorrrs to "unmask the face of the enemv of

(Conlinrtrrl ott ttotlt' Il I
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LETTENS IN PRAVDA ATTACK EXECUTION
, OF GOVT. POLICIES

Soviet Communist Party's oficial organ Pravda
reeeived 841,138 letters in 1961 meant for publication
in its correspondence columns.

Giving this information, the newspaper says in a
recent editorial that thousands of these found place
in its pages.

Lettbrs to the editor are a favoulite medium of
Soviet readers to criticize the execution of Govern-
ment policies though not the Government.

Particularly, sinCe the 22nd Congress of the _party
Iast November, when the'campaign against Stalinism
was renewed, letter writers have -criticized more and
more strongly what Pravda describes as irregularities
in shops, coliectives, institutions and scientific labora-
tories.

Through all the letters ran the thought that they
must woik and live better in the communist way, in
Pravda's words.
. Over 4,00O letters were on Soviet cosmonauts'
ftghts and nearly 16,000 about the Soviet Communist
Pa"rtv's new prbgramme and stafutes emphasizing
Leuinism and detiocracy in the inner party life.

- Hindustatt. Timzs, February 7

RED'S COLLABOBATION WITH CONGR,ESS
IN U.P.

The Uttar Pradesh branch of the Communist Party
of India has decided to collaborate with the
Congress in the elections "in a gigantic crusade
agaiist the Jan Sangh and conrmunalism," it is learnt
here.

Evidence of this is found in Lucknou', rvhere the
main contestants for the City Parlianrentary coll-
stituency are t\4r. Atal Behari Vajpai, a front-ranki?g
Jan Sangh parliamentarian, and the Congress candi-
date; Mr. B. K. Dhawan.

The Communist Partv on lVeclnesday formed a

committee under the chiirmanship of a forme,r High
Court iudge for mobilising support to Mr. Dhawan.
His campiign is being giaa"itiv taken over b-y the
Communlistsl rvho ha-vJ fanned out into N'Iuslim
mohallas to create sccular conscitlttsness irmong thenr.

' A forto"r N{inister, r\4r. Ali Zaheer, u'ho is contest-
ins the l-ucknorv West Viclhan Sabhl ctlnstitlclrc:y,
hai also been promised support bv thc Cornmunists.
notq,ithstancling thnt a canclicl,rtc ttf thcir orvtl partt'
is already seeking election florl thirt cot'tstittrcncv.

In Lrrcknou' Cer.rtrr.rl thcr' hrrve steplretl rrll tlreir'
trrmpaiglr in frn-our of the Cotrqrcrss \:itllran S*llira
<.ancliclatc'. \'lr. \{ahabir P. Srivrrstrtvrt. Ttr tltt' tcrtlltilt-

ing East Ltrcknorv constituencn where a triangular
,contest between the Leader of the Opposition, M,r.

, Triloki Singh, the Congress and the Jan Sangh is
slated, the Communists have yet to make up their
minds whom to support.

They are much too angry with the P.S.P. to pro-
claim it a party of the Left as opposed to the
Congress.

Similarly in the two prestige constituencies of
Balrampur, where the Congress candidate, Mrs.
Subhadra Joshi, is ffghting against the Jah Sangh
candidate, N4r. Atalbihari Vajpai, for the. parlia-
mentary seat, and in the Jaunpur City Vidhdn Sabha
seat, where the Jan Sangh leader, Mr. Y. D. Dubey,
is fiehtine against the Finance N4inister, Mr. Har-
goviid Siirgh] the Communists have lent their full
support to the Congress.

i; Bahampur i' l"tg" number of Communist
vi'orkers have been brought in to support the Con-
gress candidate. At places far too much enthusiasm
is being displa1,6{ by the Communists for the Con-
gress, tb the embarrassment of the latter.- In Jaunpur, the local Communist Par-ty_ is solidly
backing Cbngress candidates. Batches of Communist
',vorkeri frorn- the neighbouring district of Varanasi
and Azamgarh are also being sent by-State leaders'

The support for secularism and democracy' now
being giv6n to candidates outside their party circles
by communists, is conffned, however_, to candidates
oi the ruling party. The P,S.P.'and'other Left gllups
have not ye1 rectiived o9"15 ef-help from the Com-
munists, but in any case their' support is still con-
sidered of dubious politieal value.' 

-Indion. Erpress, February 17.

COMMUNISTS TO BACK PROGRESSIVES IN
CONGBESS

The existence of political difierences between the (
Soviet Union and -Red China was admitted on
Wednesday by Mr. Dinkar N'{ehta, general secretarl
of the Gr,;arat Communist Party and tr member of
the National Council of the C.P.I.

He was addressing members of the Harold Laski
Tnstitute of Political Science, on "The Communist
Party and the elections." He stressed that the Soviet
Uni6n and Communist China were faced with differ-
ent political situations and hence the emphasis of
each-countrv differed.

China emphasised on the evils of colonialism, but
this did not Inean that it rvirnted u'ar. Their theore-
tical difieretrces. he saitl, could not be describecl as

rift.
it'tr. \,tul'tta replying to a- qucstion <lescribed N{r'

\.fr'non 
", ,, ,"pt6.entiiive of tlie proeressiver elemcnts

in the Congre.ss antl rrddccl it rvrrs the policy of the
Clommtrnist' Party to support progressives ir-r the
Conqress.

IiiJqardinc tlrt' Chincse "rlggressiou'', he described
i' ,,t-? bt,rtl.r rlisprrtt'. Tlrc Pir$', he opined, reftrsc<l



SINO-SOVIET DELEGATES CLASH: ARMS CUT

) tr'o, the second day today, Indian and otler neutra-
list delegates to the-secoqd Afro-Asian Writers Con-
ferehce in Cairo applied th6ir talents for compromise to
the task of reconciling two giants of the cpmmunist
camp-the Soviet Union and China.

Ten hours of bitter debate in closed-door sub-
committee meetings, three postponements to soothe
frayed nerves and several drafts were necessary
before the Sino-Soviet differences on the relative im-
portance of "disarmament" and "national liberation"
could be composed.

Many members of the Russian delegation did not
take the trouble to hide their chagrin at the headway
the Chinese Communists appeared to have made in
winning over the *progressive" writers of several
emergent countries of Africa by "subterfuge."

Disarmament, the Chinese argue, is nothing but a
device to force the freedom ffghters of Africa to give
up arms in the interests of Soviet-American "co-
existence,"

In defence, the Russian delegate, Mr. Anatoli
1 Sofronov, has, however, pointed out that the people of
," U.A.R., Algeria and many other nations are guarding

or ffghting for their freedom with Russian arms
or Russian aid. Disarmament, as an isstte affecting the
fufure of entire mankind, horvever, deserves priority,
he said.

Thus, the Russians at this c'onference are trying to
accommodate the 'Chinese line". But the Chinese
have made clear that they will use every forum and
all means at their disposal for anti-Soviet propaganda.

Mr. Mao Tun, the Chinese Minister of Culture, last
night went so far as to suggest that, to talk of peace
means compromise with the United States.

"Only agents of imperialism talk that rvay," he said.
The RuJsians *ete apparently rvilling to go along'

u'ith the Chinese in condernning imperialism but clres'
the line rvhen it came to narning tlre United States as

the "leader of the coloniirlist camp.'
"The Chinescr talk of fighting Arnerica," trlr.

Sofror.rov quipped, "but issue serious rvarninqs rvhcn
Arneric;ur aircr:rft {ly over Chincse territory rvhile rve
slroot thcm clou'n." -'l'irrrt'.s of [rvliu. Fcbruary 16

FrcedonFk$
' : (PEACE PIGEONS a-Cont'cl from page g)

American imperialism". Finally, Liu supported a pro-
posal by the Guinean delegate Diallo t-liat the thime
of the Communist World- Peace Congress of lg62
should be the "struggle for peace, inde-pendence and
disarmament". Tlre Albanian spokesmai Misha went
so far as to demand that the next congress should
confine itself entirely to the subject of nitional inde-
pendence. He accused "certain people of having
made concessions to imperialism, an-d pbinted out thai
although_ the "fo-rces of pegcel' were rleaker formerly
(i-.e. in Stalin's day) they had dared to give'battle",
rvhereas Jgduy, althouglr they were stionger, they
rvere tending to retreat.

The Soviet delegation and their supporters insisted
that disarmament should remain the sole theme of the
next congress. According to the Chinese, they were
principally supported in this by the delegations of
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, France, India, and
Portugal. The Polish spokesman, in particular, point-
ed to the successes hitherto achieved by the Russo-
American disarmament talks and urged that they
should be supported and exploited by the communist
peace movement. It is apparent from the sparse Rus-
sian reports of the congress, which remained silent
about these controversies and made absolutely no
mention of the speeches made by the Chinese and
Albanian delegates, that the Soviet delegate (former
Soviet Writers' Union Secretary) Alexei Surkov came
out strongly in favour of internal unity among the
peace ffghters and of co-operation with all 'pro-
gressive forces".

He demanded the building up of contacts on a
broad front and reiected the sort of 'tectarianism"
rvhich insisted on the validity of a single political posi-
tion and so gave assistance to "warmongers". ft was
evidently feared in Russian quarters that an adoption
of the radical Chinese course by the world peace
rrlovement would frighten ofi the fellow-travellers
who had hitherto proved a serviceable instrument of
Soviet policy in Western countries.

After lengthy debate, the Stockholm session of tlre
\\/orld Peace Council decided to hold a world con-
gress for universal disarmament and peace, which
meant that the Chinese faction's proposal to place
national independence on the agenda had been
reiected. As a sop to and bait for the underdeveloped
countries, a long resolution was passed expressing
support for national liberation movements and approv-
ing the Chinese proposal to call a "solidarity congress"
open to the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin Ame-
rica.

This does not, however, lnean that the controversiqs
overr the raclical Chinese attihlde, which received
<'onsiderable support, are now at an cncl. Judging by
these interual dlslcusiorrs and ihc trcgativc rcaction tll
rvorld opinion to thtr ltrssian atomic tests, the useftll-
rrc'ss of the cornmttnist n'orld peace movenlent as an
instrtttrcut of Soviet frlrejgn 

- polict.' trrttst nou' bc'

fnirlv lirnitcd.

I

i :1,"r {rt, r' rr I

in r^ ,nu,

to consider the Chine.se occupation. of Indian terri-
tories and the Portuguese occupation of Goa on equal
footing.

Mr. lvlehta den-randed clear demarcation of the
border. He accused those rvho clamouled for military
action against China of wanting to drag India intb
Anglo-Ameriean camp.

Ele disclosed the eommunist Party of India would
make necessary changes in the Constitution of the
country so as to remove limitations in introducing
socialist measlrres. -Indian Erpress, Febmary 16.
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With Many Voices
"The de

Moans round with many voic.es, Come, my fti"nfi
'Tis not too late to seck a newer world."

. -Tennvson.

If it helps India, I will not be a half communist, but
a full communist.

-Prime tr{inister Nehru, Time ltlagazirw, February ?.3.

i

'

Eegistercd No. B-63!t l

By all accounts, the Congress
go to hell provided Mr. Menon
them there.

eyes of the communists and the Nehru Socjalists co:rs-
titute the same people. On the other hand the third
category- com_pose- mere Congressmen of , thg old
school who when they cannot be ignored are ioierat-
ed. The old school gpe is plainly gding out of fashion
if not already outmoded

-Frank Moraes, Ind.ian Express, February 26.

rebels are u'illing to
does not accompany

If Premier does not like us for exposing N4r. Menort's
pro-communist activities, then rve also will have to
iay that we dislike Mr. Nehru for his attitude.

-Asoka lr4ehta, lndian Express, February, 15.

-Frank Moraes, ldian Express, February 12.

Every vote cast in favour of the Communist Party
would go to strengthen the Chinese aggression on the
sacred soil of India.

N. Sanjiva Reddy, Congress President,
Free Press Journal, February, 16.

Mr. V. K. Krishna Menon (speaking at a meeting in
North Bombay) asked China to withdraw from the
Indian territories "in the interest crf Peace, Socialisn-r
and in her own interest"' 

-Iruriair Ef1ti:esslarruary 22.

\,{enon is not communist, but just a socirrlist as I
alll.

-Prirrre Nlinister Nelrru, Tinrcs of lndio, Febru:rry 90.

If Mr. Nehru goes on insisting that l\'Ir. N'Ienon is
Socialist like hirnself, he s'ill only be creating cloubts
in people's rninds about his own ideological coloura-
tion.

-\,Ir. il{. R. \,lasani, lndian Erpress, February 22.

Even the nives should be able to conclude for them-
selves that behind N,{r. Kripalani stand all the reac-
tior.rary elements in Indian national life rvhile behincl
\,1r. Krishna N,Ienon can be seen the nerv rising vision
of Indian national democratic front in being. The
active cooperation of progressive national elements
forged for the victory of N,lr. Krishna N{enon, rnust
not be allorved to fall apart after the elections are
over. We communists have not only ardently desired
it, but actively rvorked for it.

-P. C. Joslri, Ncro Agc. CPI Weeklr'. Febrtritn' 18.

There ilre no\\' thrt:e cirtegories of C<ltrgrcssr.nen, as
)^een respectiveh'tlrrouqh the eves of thc c<trnmunists.
tlre Nelrrrr S<rc,irtlists. ir6{ fr6rr.r ,,,,. r,1.,1r'point of just
plnin orclinirrv C<rnqlessrncrr. \\lhilr. tlrc ffrst irrt krrorvrr
as "Proglcssivc'Congrt,ssrrrcn" antl tlrt: sc'concl lis
"aggressive socialists". tlre tirirtl rr.rtrst contc'nt theln-
sr'lvt's t'ith tlrt' sirrrDlc titlc of Conqrcssnrr'n. Thr'
siqt'rific'rrnt [lt't is tlllt the 6rst trvrl <.irteqolit's. irr llrc

(cRESHAll'S LAW -Cont'd front page 5)
military coup in -some circles), capacity to judge re-
presentatives and their integrity and generi'l usefut- , .".
nessorotherwise,theneedtbtakeam-oreactivepart
in selecting persons and sinilar eagerness for a 6on-
structive lead from politicians counter-balance the
prevailin-g _ cynical despair and forrns the hopeful
aspect of the scene.

People are moved by solid economic interests no
doubt Fut- they are also moved by imagination and
imponderables.

The Su,atantra Party has dispelled the Nehru glarn-
our largely and has made criticism of sociilism
respe_ctable. leople no longer (on the whole) look to
socialisrn as the only salvation and path to progress.

But it has damaged its cause by hurfing the-.
national sentiment in its firting with separatists like
the \Iuslirn League, Puniabi- Suba; bommunists,
Dravida Kazagam and its welcome to shady Con-
gress dissidents. The Swatantra tends to defeat its
own strategy.

Thc Jana Srrngh is succeeding in mobilising the cul-
tural irnagination and the national imponderables,
( historical and Utopian ) together with present dis-
contents and is likely as a more homogeneous body to ,.
grow in influence.. The propaganda of Nehru against I . _

its "cornrnunalism" is losing force.
Witli the appeal of Jana Sangh to .national and

crrlhrral sentiment ancl its success in nrobilising the
clevotion and tearn rv<lrk of tlre Younger generation
irnd its gradrral tririning in denrocratic politics an<l
tlre ernergence of the Srvirtantm party u'ith its appeal
to experienced administrators and big btrsiness. the
chances for building strong buhvarks against subver-
sive econourics and the grou'ing dictatorial trends in
Congress have decisioehl grorcn brighter. The gulf
bc,ts'een ecluc:rted and uneducatecl is no longer so
formiclirble irn obstacle as it seerned lnst time. The
stcrling rvortlr of clemocracv in effectiug a peaceful
trirnsfcl of pos'cl and its solicl enctxrragement to
souncl ltradcrslrilr tt;/tcn i/ s/rorc.r ilscff unmistakably
in rt'lirl-rlt' pt'rsorrrlitit's. shone foltlr in rnv cxperienct'
<lrrrin{ tltis strr'rrrtotts t'rtrt1'ltiqn ltnd is slrrrred bv all
orrr r.,'rtrl'crs. 'l-lrt' tlctisiott rt's;ts rlitlr tlrt' lt'ittltrrs u'lto
(rnlcrgr' in lt'slrtltrst' to tlris c'rpt'rit'ttc't' of tlttr l'ecel)-
tivt,rrlss of tlr,' pcoplt' in irll < l;r--st's to tlte tlerrtocrirtic
I)ro(('\s.

itcd b: \'. R Kr'r\rI i]11(J r,ii])1{'d i}1. l
S-: r''

;ilr r'- 7 in.i r)il1)l:'rte'l for the I)erl'rrcri:i. R'sr:arch
:'jhr nD:r.1. I1,)ml)iY I
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