
112

I

NrAncH 196.{

Consensus Or Conflict ?
V. B. Karnik

fT is a pity that the political issues raised by Mr.r Asoka lvlehta are being confused by the none-too
edifying controversy over the disciplinary action
taken against him. To a certain extenl Mr. Mehta is
himself responsible for the undesirable course of
events. If he had resigned from the party as soon as
its national executive decided against his action and
the policy which he advocated, the controversy over
the disciplinary action could have been avoided andthe disciplinary action could have been avoided and
attention could have been concentrated on the politi-
cal issues which concern not the Praja Socia-

movement of thelist Party but the entire
country. It is true that he a unique position in
the party and severance 1rf relations was not easy for
him or for the partl'.
Iias taken has
is likely to lead to a serious weakening of its infuence
and strength. But tr{r. Asoka lvlehta ancl his friends
should have realised that after a categorical reiection
of their policy there was and is no sense in their
insisting on continuing u'ithin the party. It is r4uch
better that they part company and each'seek freddorn
to rvork according to their conyictions.

There is no point in denying that there is a basic
contradiction betu'een tr,Ir. Asoka \lehta's policy and
the policy that the P.S.P. decided to adopt after its
Bhopal confereuce. As a mirtter of fact, he and his
friends should have resigned from the party imme-
diately after Bhopal. The attempts to fft in the Asoka
lvlehta policy with the Bhopal resolutions were
legalistic and technical. Any student of politics could
easily see that the two could not be reconciled. Co-
operation with the Congress Government could not
go hand in hand with a raging and tearing campaign
to pull it down. It is another matter that the party's
campargn has not proved effective in the least. That
may persuade it to revise its line but, as long as the
revision does not take place, there is no common
ground between the party and Mr. Asoka Mehta and
his friends.

The question that lvlr. Asoka r\{ehta has raised is
not if the P.S.P. should cooperate or oppose the
Congress or if it should merge in the Congress or
continue as a separate party but the much larger one

o{ what should be the attitude and policy of demo-
crats in the present condition of the country. Mr.
Asoka Mehta may have addressed his arguments in
speciftc terms to socialists, but they apply as well to
democrats. He may have talked about "the consolida-
tion of socialist forces", but the arguments that he
has urged in support of that proposition apply equally
u'ell to the consolidation of democratic forces which
is the greater need of the day.

The probleur that the democrats have to face is:
u'hat is the need of the hour? Is it to develop a con-
sensus in the country or a conflict? It is never difi-
cult to develop a conflict. It does not require much
wisdom or statesmanship. A little rashness, a little
doggedness and a little capacity to suffer and sacriffce
are enough for the purpose. There are any number
of issues on which a confict can be developed. And
as if those which exist are not enough, the Govern-
rnent is daily providing many rnore by its mistakes
of commission and omission and its inept handling
of various problerns. In such a situation it is only a

high sense of public duty and an awareness of the
clangerotrs consequences of fomenting conficts which
will enable a person to resist the temptation of taking
to that easy path.

A consensus does not preclude differences of
opinion, criticism and even opposition on occasions.
Differences of opinion are inevitable in a democracy
and it is through a free expression of various kinds
<lf opinions that a consenslrs clevelops u'hich keeps
it together'. Criticism of and opposition to various
neasures and policies of the Government are equally
inevitable as long as there is freedom of speech, press
and assembly. But all these critical and oppositional
aclivities of individuals and groups take place rvithin
the common framework of certain universally
accepted valnes and disciplines and institutions.
Democracy gives a free scope to the organisation and
developments of political parties. The political parties
criticise and oppose each other and even enter into
a race for the opportunity to form the government
of the country. But in spite of their opposition to
each other there are more things in common between
them than the issues u'hich divide them. It is because
they agree on ninety per cent of the issues that they
can quarrel and contest against each other on the
balance of ten per cent. The differences between them
are not on fundamentals. They are on matters of
minor importance so that, even rvhen one is replaced
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by another, tltere is no basic departure from the
corrrse of action that u'as being follorved, This carr

be clearly seen lrom the actiorrs of political parties
and thcir governinents in Englantl a.nd in America.
It is because a consensus hirs clevelopccl and evcry-
body accepts it that democracy ltas survived in thoser

countries ancl is growing fr<xn strcngth to strength.
In the absence of a consensus, cliffercuces bet'*'ecrt

political parties and social gt'orlps prove irreconcil-
able. In that situation, parties irnd groups have to
tlrink irr terms of tJre utter defeirt of onc by the other.
Until the issue is clecidecl in favorrr of one or thc
other, there is an overt or cot ert civil war in the
societ.v. As soon as it is decided, the u'inning group
suppresses the defeirted group and establishes its
dictatorship. That is thc lvlarxist or Cornmunist view
of social relations and that is u'hy tltere is no scope

for democracy under cotnuruuism. Tlrc'rc is tro attempt
there to cleate a consenslrs through free discussion
and common cousent. A rigid uniformity of thouglrt
and practice is irnposed from above through the
Conrurtrnist Party ancl the nrachinery of the State.

As a nerv State, iu order to holcl togethcr as a

political community, Inclia will lrave either to creatc
a consensus or be prepared to acccpt a uniformitl'
imposed from above through a strict regulation o[:

political and social thought artd practicc. As an
emerging natiur u'hich has yet to soh'e many of its
basic social and econotnic problem.s, there is no otl.rer

way open to it. The path of confict, rvhatever the
intentions of its adr.ocates atrcl prirctitioners, s'ill leacl

to the latter alternative rlhich should be repugnant
to all clemoclats. That Inakes it riccessarl' for all of
thenr, s'hetlrer socialists or lt()t. to u'ork foi' ancl to-
u'arcls a consertsus. Tltis is the ftrndarncntitl issue tltat
\lr, Asoka Nlehta ltas laisccl sirtcc hc llcgarr talking
allorrt thc politic'al irnplic'ltions of a bricks'irrtl cco-
nom\'. His prescnt actiou tlf irc'ct'pting tht' Deprrtv
Chairrnansltip o[ the Planning Commission rvhich has

led to the termiuation of his memberslrip of the P.S.P.

is thc logical corollar;' of that thesis that hc pro-
pounded.

Once the necessity of building trp it cotrs('ttstts is

acceptcd, the qr.restion rvhether irncl liorv fnr to co-

up"tit" u'ith the Congress, rvhether the P.S.P. shoulcl
merge in the Congress ol' contintre as tr separate
party, rvlrether ancl l.row far i: is possiblc to develop
bpposition parties are rnittr,'l rnatters ovcr rvhich it
is possiblc 1o hold divergent viervs. What is mled
oui is the policy of developing conflict as it obstnrcts
thc gros'th of a consenstts and helps thc forces of
disintegration and dismphion. Within a consensus

there may be a vtrricty of opilriorrs arrd a free cxpl'cs-

sion cau bc givcrn to tlrcr.n tlrrough pr>liticrrl parties and

other organisations, Thcv lvill all, lrrlrvcvel accept

the respotrsiltility of $'orking tou'arcl"- a consellslls

rvhich in other terltts nieans rvorkirlg for social and

ivlarch 1964

ccouomic progress through general agreement. A
consensus is a dynarnic concept. The consensus of
today may noi be the same as that of tomorow. It
changes fronr time to time and sometimes even
rapidly, but the changes that take place are mainly
through the movement of the u'hole so€iety and not
merely through that of some sections. A consensus
does not preclucle a social revolution but it is a revo-
lution brnught about through consent and coopera-
tion. A democracy provides ample opportunity for
rvorking for such a revolution.

In a democracy means are as important, if not
rnore important, thau ends. Between Socialists and
Cornmunists there is hardly any difierence so far as

ends are concerned. But the difference over means
puts them in two rival camps, one standing for demo-
cracy and the other against it. Similarly, there may
be difierence betu'een parties, say the Congress Party
ancl the Swatantra Party, regardin3 social and econo-
mic ends; and yet there may be more in comtnon
betq'een them because both accept that the means
to be sued for attainiug the ends should be peaceful
and democratic. It is the means and not merely the
ends rvhich determine the democratic qharacter of a
party. Peaceful and democratic neans ttrrn around
the developrnent of a consensus.

Disinterested students of conditions in the country
rnust seriously consider if it can afford thc luxtrry
of conflicts. If a consensus had developed, the con-
ficts coulcl have takeu place rvithin its framervork
rrnd u'ithout doing clamage to the democratic stmc-
ture. But in its absence, as is the case in all nerv
enrereing nations, conf.icts rvill only lead to disinte-
sration ancl destruction of denrocracy. In vierv of tl-ris,

irill it not be better if clernocrats concentrate all
their attention for the tinle being, on the creation
i,ncl buildinq rrp of a cottscnstls ll'hich rvill hold the
corrntrv togethcr as a democratic societ,v?
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Danger In Kashmir
Saadi

mHE theft of the sacred relic from Hazratbal shrine
I in Srinagirr which touchecl off tlisturbances not
only in Kashmir but also in other parts'of the sub-
continent, resulting in the slaughter of hundreds of
innocent peoplc, was undoubtedly a serious matter.
Although the matter has ended well and pcace has
been established in Srinagar rvith the help of Union
Government, it cannot be denied that the Govern-
ment of Kashmir was found inadequate to the task.
The failure to deal with the people rvho took law
into their hands and discover the culprits rvho com-
mitted the criure is an instance lvhich does not speak
high of the competence of the Kashmir government.
It can also be presumed that the large-scale distur-
bances in Kashmir follorving the theft of the sacrecl
relic lrad political motives. The theft provided a con-
nrient outlet for the general discorrtent irgainst the
governtnent, especially against the Bakshi family, to
lrurst out. The Bakshi family in particular u'as made
the target of attack throughout the disturbances, so
much so that tlre initiative to control the situation
rvas out of the hands of Bakshi Ghulam Moharnmed,
President and his brother, Bakshi Abdul Rashicl,
Cleneral Sccretary of the National Conference. It is
also true that the leftists and communist fellorv-
trar-ellers rvithin the National Conference triecl to
exploit the sittration to bring the Kashmir Govern-
nrent and especiall,"- Bakslri fanrilv into clisrepute. The
l:rrrning of tlre ts'o cinenrir lrouses atrcl cars in Sri-
nagar, belonging to the Bakslris rvas thc rvork of thc
lcft lcirning agent provocateurs.

\ou- tlrat tlrc' sacrccl rclic ltrr:; bccrr tlisco'r'cr'cd to
tlrt' satisfirctiorr o[ \luslinr scutinrcrrt and peace ltas
been establishcrl in tlrc vallc)'. moves arc afoot 1uo-
bably rvith thc active counivance of certain high
placed persons in Nerv Delhi not orrll' to get l\Ir.
Gtrlam \lolranrnrccl Sadiq back in the Kashmir
Cabinet but even to elevate hirn to tlre post of the
Prinre lvlinister. If tlrcse moves succeecl, Kashrnir u'ill
face a nraior political disastel ancl all possibilities of
the return of normalcy and stability to the valley
rvill recede into the backgrouncl.

The danger in having Mr. Sadiq in the Kashnrir
cabinet or as Prime lvlinister of Kashmir lies irr the
fact that he is a conffrmecl communist arrcl his entire
political background lras been that of complete colla-
l;oration rvith tlre Indian Cornnrrrnist Party and com-
rnrrrrist leaclers. Onc cirn inraginc the political repur-
cussions of a conrnrunist being in a position to
donrinate tlte state of affairs iu strategicirlly important
legion like Kashmir!

i\{r. Sadiq, rvho is not yet fifty, conles froru
a rich family, practised law at Srinagar after his
graduation from the Aligarh University. In Ig34, he
joined the Muslim Conference under the leadership
of Shaikh lvlohammed Abdullah. Three years later, he
caure undel the influence of Abdullah Safdar and
Fazal Elahi Qurban, tr,r'o noted communist leaders of
the Punjab and took trctive part in conspiratorial
:tctivities. Since then, the rvords f'Muslim" or "Islam"
bccame anathema to him. For political rerrsons how-
over, he did not give up his association rvith Shaikh
\,Ioharnrned Abdullah, who trustecl him for many
1'ears. Mr. Sadiq participated in the conversion of the
\Iuslim Conference into National Conference.

It was easy for \Ir. Sadiq to betray the conftdence
of the leaders of the National Conference and u'ork
for the infiltration of comrnunists into the leadership
rrnd ranks of the National Conference. When India
became free and Kashmir acceded to India, Mr.
Sacliq became Miuister of Development and then the
President of the Kashmir Constituent Assembly.
While in these positions, Mr. Sadiq helped commu-
nist fellow-travellers to occupy important government
posts in Kashmir.

While a lvlinister in Kashnrir Cabinet he did not
hcsitate to organisb in 1950 a dernonstration iu
support of the Stockholm Peace Congress in Srinagar.
As the President of the Kaslrmir Constituent
.\ssembly he shorved no reluctance in sponsoring a
People's Peace Congress in Jammu in the fall of 1952.
Tlrroughout thc periocl he occupiecl ofEcial positions,
he hacl bccn nrost active in clissenrinitting through
governnrcntal as s'ell irs Nati<.lual Conference channels
crornurunist propaganda material. It is a knou'n fact
that in the context of Kashmir issue, he has often
denounccd, in nrost violent langtrage "Anglo-American
inrpclialists" irncl has had alrval's high praise for the
Soviet Uniou. tr{r. Sadiq also hclped the communists
trr entrcnch themselves in labour movcment in
Kashmir through inffltration in the Central Labour
Uniou, with which are affiliated the Government
'fransport Associatiort, the Government Sericultural
and Silk Labour Union, tlre Jarnmu Turpentine
L:rbour Union and the llent Payers' Association, the
Telegraph Employees Urtion - all these have a
rnenrbership of a hundrecl thousand. Further, with
the active support of NIr. Sadiq, corllrntlnists have
<'aptured the Students Fecleration, the Democratic
Youtlr League, the culhrral front, the Progressive
Writers' Leagrre, rvhich published irr its monthly
"Kunj Posh" nothing but comrnunist stuff.
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In 1958, \,Ir, Sadiq differed with Shaikh Abdullah
not so much over the question of accession to India
as over the role of the Red bloc in a plebiscite in
Kashmir, rvhich llr. Sadiq strongly favoured. In a
note sent to Shaikh Abdullah in 1956, NIr. Sadiq
\\'rote:

"There is of course one alternative that ofiers a
democratic solution to the problem and that is the
one suggesting an overall plebiscite. Speaking per-
sonally I do not have any doubt about its democratic
characier, but rny main objection is to the agency
which will conduct and supenrise this plebiscite. I'f
an agency consisting of India, Pakistan, Afglianistan,
Soviet Union and China could be created to supervise
and condrrct the plebiscite, I would suggest that we
should immediately ask for an overall ^plebiseite.
Failing this, we may ask for supervision commission
representing all the members of the Security Council
for ensuring a free and fair plebiscite in the State."

When lt{r. Sadiq fell out vvith Bakshi Ghulam
lUohammed as the latter decided to expose tlre tactics
of the communists within the National Conference,
he formed the Democratic National Confereuce. What
u'ere the character and composition of Democratic
National Conference? A keen observer of Kashmir
situation Mr. Balraj Puri has recorded: "Alrnost all
communists (or N{arxists as thel' prefer to call them-
selves) of the State are members of the DNC. Out of
all the Indian parties, only the CPI supports it
rrnreservedly. After its formation, the communist offi-
cial organ, the Nerp Age, splashed its activities u'eek
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after rveek, and continued to report its versions on the
situtttion in the State. The DNC olgans, in turn devote
their columns to publicise national ancl international
communist events. Besides this reciprocity, there also
e:xist personal as rvell as ideological lirrks between
them. In the literature and staternents of the DNC
leaders, a persistent theme is of anti-irnperialism.
Their references to communist bloc are invariably
friendly. There has been a remarkable coincidence
betwccn the views of the CPI and the present leaders
of the DNC on Kashmir issue. One echoed the de-
mands of the other for plebiscite, limited accession,
and integration during various phases of Kashnrir
politics."

All these years Mr. Sadiq and his friends have
hidden their identity. They know well that they would
expose themselves and lose ground, if they come
out in open as communists or fellow-travellers. Hence
they prefer to style thenrselves onty as the workers
of the National Conference. Their hidden identity
facilitates their inffltration into democratic bodies and
in hoodrvinking the Kashmir people.

It is, therefore, irnperative that Mr. Sadiq and his
friends must be exposed at once. Mr. Sadiq must be
prevented frorn entering the cabinet or becoming
Kashmir Prirne lvlinister. If the Kashmir Government
is incompetent, its character can be changed by
getting competent democrats in the cabinet. But a
communist at the helrn of affairs in Kashrnir is a far
greater disaster than an incompetent government.

to take them to a ne\4' and betler world. That today an
ever-increasirrg nurnber feel thernselves hlrther away
frorn that nerv irncl bctter s'orld thitn before must be
regarcled as one of the rnany trnfulfilled hopes of the
vast multitrrdcs of his countrl'rnen u4ro had reposed
such blind childlike faitlr in his leaclership. Of course,
this is not tlte time to nrake a full assessment of Mr.
Nelrnr's leaderslrip but a general consideration of the
political sccrte bcconres relet'ant to a discussion of the
subject <lf N{r'. Nchlu's succession. In so far as it per-
tains to his kradership of thc Congress organisation
altlrough it concerns only the Congress, it must be
conccdecl at once thirt Mr. Nchru is irreplaceable front
one inrllortant trngle, votc-gctting. No one, Congress-
n)an or rrot, can afford to ignore this fact. The next
ck'ctions arc not far ofi arrcl if NIr. Nelrru's services are
rrot available to tlre Congr'('ss ils in the past three elec-
tiorrs, s'lrcn hc litcrrall)' calried the Congress candicltltcs

Question Of Succession
A. G. Nlulgaonkar

-l-HE lecent illness of Mr. Nehru has brought to theI fore, once nrore. poignantly the manl' suggestions
ancl spcculirtions about strccession to his leaderslrip.
Nou' that leadership of N{r. Nehru is in two parts.
Orre, is his leadelship of the Congrcss rvhich is the
ruliug pirrty since Independence ancl tlte othel is his
prirne rrrinisterslrip as the leader of the ruling Congress
Partl'. It is u'itl'r his lrrtter rolc tlrat the country aud,
in a larger sense, even the u,orld rll'e cor)cerned. hr
rnany ways lvlr. Nehrtis lole as Prinre \'linister of
Inclia lras bcen a unique one. Not only for the first
time in history rvas Inclia a single national rrnit. in
itself rrniqu<:, but, what u'as even lnore unique. for
the first tirnc in history of India (and perhaps of the
rvorlcl) such a large cornpirct block of humarritr',
nearl,v a fifth of the humirn racc, had surrenderetl its
political conscicuce s'illinglf into the hands of one
sjnglc'rnirrr, \{r'. Nehrtr: for tlr:rt ttrirn to tlo as lre likt'tl,

{
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on his back to victory, many heads are going to roll
and the forty-six p.c. electoral voting which .resulted in
the four to one majority in the Lok Sabha is bound to
drvindle to far less striking results. In these circum-
stances truer polarisation of political parties and e.ven
ideologies is bound to be inevitable. Opposition parties
will be lacking in a sense realities if they fail to take
these possibilities into calculation. For, the Congress
under the dominating infuence of Mr. Nehru, has
developed into a monolithic political front. That in-
fluence once gone, there is hardly anything except
perbaps self-interest, to keep it together. The Con-
gress must therefore in an effort for survival (for in
the coming years it is going to be nothing sliort of
that) must decide to cut its losses as any wise busi-
nessman does and bring about a unity of purpose. For.
lack of it today it is in disarry. Verbosities and inanities
have for long passed as policy declarations. The man
in the street is little bothered about the great big things
to come tomorrorr, the ever-receding tomorrow. His
concern is his immediate every-day life. And when he
judges the party he has voted to power through three
elections by the sirnple facts of his daily life, rvho can
blame him if he is disillusioned and voices his clis-
illusionment with increasing crescendo? If then the
Congress or even the Congressman is presenting a
tarnished image in the popular mind, the leaderslip
must be held to blame. Never has a leader with so
complete a grip on the party organis4tion and an un-
precedented hold on the multitudes abdicated his
powers in the direction that really mattered. This in
itself is a far nrore unique phenomenon than the other
two. For a n'lan s'ho enjovecl so nruch pos'er and
popularity, if the record of achievenrent i5 5o poor.
u'lrerein lies the explirnation? \Vere the problertrs too
big or rvas the man too small? There is a little of trtrth
in both. Wrorrg policies (tborrgh not trll) btrt s'rong
methocls rlostl,v u'otrlcl be thc verdict of a large
nuurlrcr certlinlr'. Statcrnanship (rvhiclr concerns rvitlr
lorrg terrn policies of nirtional interests ) is both sober.
anrl sclf-rcstririned. As rrn csanrple, Franklin Roosevelt's
feat in bringing a near-unarrimons isoltrtionist USA
into the War was a rnirrvel of stater-nanship. Brute
rnajoritf in legislatr-rre mav enable a paltv leader to
carry throtrgh lris pet schemes, but it'is onlv tlre states-
man rvho focuses popul:rr attentiotr on nratters of
national interest. Prestigr- plrrnts uray be good adver-
tisements but they do not build national chirracter nor
sen'e national rvell-being.

Norv let us t:rke a look nt th'e thing we call India's
foreign policy'. It has been described as tlre policv o[
non-alignrtrent. In an era of self-adulatiorr. rvhen
historical distortions corne natur.ally, in the linorvledge
of India's econornic and nrilitarv rveakness this ill-
starred clrild was born. To every Indian it was a
matter of pride that his countr,fs Prime Minister rvas
the lrclritect of this nerv policv and that therebv his
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country was rising to great heights of international
stafure. Non.alignment, however, has had many trade
names in the past and within the pages of history (if
one cares to read more than its outline) are buried many
examples of its futility. In the early years of this cen-
tury, the British called it "Splendid Isolation". It was
uot long, however, before it was realised that this
splendid isolation was becoming "dangerous isolation"
and they were having stafi talks with the French. Before
this time Belgian neutrality had been guaranteed by the
Big Three: the British, the German and the Frenct^.
This rvas the famous'tcrap of paper". After the 1914-18'
War the Americans (like the Indians today) embarked
on what rvas known as the policy of "isolationism" but
the emergerrce of .Hitler soon convinced some Ameri-
cans horv Arnerica's own security was in danger and
that inevitably America would have to ffght ultimate-
ly. About this time Britain was abandoning the prin-
ciple of collective security (through the League of
Nations ) and resorted to appeasernent on a grand
scale to insure the safety of the British Empire. When
in course of time this policy proved disastrous as it
rvas bound to and, leaving aside the Empire, even the
safety of the British Isles was hangirig in the balance,
L. S. Amery (soon to be the Secretary of State for
India in Churchill's Government) addressed these
rvords to the Chamberlain Government in Parliament
quoting Cromwell "you have sat too long here for
any good you have been doing. Depart, I say, and let
us have done q'ith you. In the name of God, go." After
the s'ar, a new worcl - neutralism - came into vogue,
giving place in due course to its present counterpart,
non-alignment.

The first dutv of any government and therefore its
priurirrv ainr, in the sphere of foreign policv, mtrst be
self-protection. How was this duty disclrarged by the
Covernment of which NIr. Nehnr u'as the head? A
sirne :rnd reasor-rable foreign policy. escherving rvorld-
r.l'itle aiurs, nright have earned Iudiit lxrttc'r' dividends.
iltrt u'e chosc to adopt grand postures, and soott

enough rve got tangled in our own contradictions
rvhen rve adopted difierent standards over Suez and
Flungary and tlre bomb blasts. Lest rve lose our per-
spective, let trs not forget that some of the trouble-
somc chickens coming home to roost today are out of
the diplomatic eggs rve hatched during the grimace-
rnaking phase of our diplomacy. Unruffied sauvity is
srrpposed to be the keynote of successful diplomacy-
Itrdged by that standard we chose our representatives
not only rvrongly br.rt rve rvent further. We chose some
that. hacl a genius for losing us friends or making
cnerrries. But the picture is not complete. In Gulliver's
Liliput two fablecl kings wish t() go to.war to decide
rvhich end of the cqg should ffrst be broken. If they
had had a United Ntrtions debate on this emergency'
one can well irnagine horv the debate might have
gone. The U. K. and the Lr. S. both would have sup-
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ported one of the trvo sides according to their ideas of
crrlightened self-support, the roots of u'hich u'ere laid
<l<lwrr as frtr back at 1790 iurd its motlern version
bcing rvhichever siCe gave ihern bases. India would
lritve trrgcd rvith force that bottr sides were right but
the one supportecl by Russia w'as tnore right before
its representative collapsed exhausted. Pakistan would,
of course, have voted against India, arrcl the U. N.
rl'ould then have acljourned to the echoes of the clrrims
of these two that each had defeated the other. That,
-r truth is rvhere the U. N. has got itself t<day, There
.also, is developing a pattern of fatuity.

It is all depressing, the rvorld-scene tlo less than
tlre Inclian; sometimes, evett confusing. But a robust
rlerrrocrrrcv is functioning in lrtdia, th:rnks to stlveral
flctors. uot least alnol'tg tlient \'[r. Nehru'hirnself.
Gratitude is a noble virtue but plain speaking, in a
.democracy, is a necessity, because gratitude is prone
to deceive itself. Uncriticrrl hero-worslrip has done
.t nough darnirge. The recent U.N. debate has clearly
shorvn how perilous the positi<n of India has become.
We can no longer afford to take any chances, for the
very question before us is the preservation of Indian
indepenclence. In<leed it ne\\' emergeltcy has rrrisen if
tlre olcl one ltacl begun to fade away. A new dorvu-to-
earth leadership is called for rvhich will be able to
give ir completely new orientation to our policies at
home irnd abroad. \'Ir. Nehru is obviously not the
person to lead it; he is far too committed to wlrat hirs
'gone lrefore apart from lris health. A nes' Prime
\linister is clearly indicated. There lrirs been tt gooC
tlcal of specrrlation latterh', prrrticrrlirrlv irr tlre forcign
pri.ss irs to u'ltosc cliances are the gre:rtest. Certlin
nrllrres lravc been rnentioued; here. a courprotnise
cirnclidatc; there, sorneone as being nearest to \lr.
Nelrru. and so on. Lct tts do arvav rvith all such cob-
rveb s'erlvirtg. It is u'orse than fruitless: it is dangerorrs.
It u'ill lead to rvlrat the Nr:rc Sfolc.srtutir cirllecl of tlrt'
election of Sir Alec Doughs Home, an atrction of the
prirne rninistership. I-et the Congress Parliarnentary
Prrrty of its free choice elect its olvn lerrder. Surely,
its nrembc'rs knrxv tlre respective melits of the fe:w
that irle available in their lanks atrcl sltoulcl be trtrsted
to nrake the choice. Tlrat someonc ktlou's \[r. Nelrnr's
rrriricl intimirtelv ancl cnjoys his trust are hardly the
c'riterion lrv rvhich the Plime lvlinister of India in
strccession to \'lr. Nelrm is to be chosen. What is

sought tht'reby, a perpetuation? But tlrat rvill only
nreiln ir pcrpetuation of the policies aricl tlre follies
on vvhich the country rnust learn to turn back. The
s-ame obiections must apply to the so-called compro-
rnise candidate becatrse he will be expected to stall
and not move forward. What is most ur{ently needed
is a fresh strong mind, not afraid of initiating a new
thinking all along the line. There is certainly no need
to lost' the bcnefft <lf \,Ir. Nehrtr's expcrience an<l

counsel. Prrkistan is extending the line of tensions all

.ti

llarclt l{i{;'l

rrlong and following the policy of Hitlerian dj,:'tr', ,

of seeking adventnres abroad to ease horne trrnrli, .

(with China and now the U.K. and U.S,A. t<, :, :

pathise ) the ernergcncy has rJeepened; therc i:
krrorving horv far things u,ill gcl in the foresr",
near future. The tin-re has come to consider rvhr
to rneet the situation and to draw the rvhole -ii::.
irrto the efiort, a high-powerecl Suprenre Ernci.ger,.
Council be brought into existeuce. With Mr. i.ci,,
at the head (relievecl of his day-to-day dut!^. r ,

small couuc,il of scven ol eight including two or lir:,,.
stalrvarts- florn the opposition like C. Rajagopal,,,.i
ancl Acharya Kripalani, though not ir coalition go\.u'ir-
rnent, slrotrld have the policy-rnaking in the i;,iti-
national ancl the defence spl.reres in its pulview. T'lls
set-up will be able to avoid the governments frrilrrr.'
of a year ago to channel the great nation:r'l upsurqe.
It u'ill also ensure a continuity in broad policies iu
international and defence rnatters rvhich is nrost
desirable. \'Ir. Nelrru's stepping dou'n from the Prirne
\linistership at this jtrncture will not only be rr

graceftrl but ir magnificr:nt lristorical act. -{ frt:t'h
chosen prime rninister rvill have the full support of the
party ancl thus ensure tr smooth carry-over as against
possible disorderly takcover. It is to the best interest
of India that this carr\'-over is a smooth one. Thc
greatest danger to In.Jiirn parliamentary democracy
is unstirble go\'€rnrnents in the irnmediate futurtr. r\
seeming respect for civil libertr' and constitutiorral
folrns nrav present an attractive front but the political
ignor:rnce' of the lnirsses and the deterioration in the
rulirrq clriss c,rn hrrrdll' prcvent thc political stmcture
fnrnr rrltirnttclv crumbling. This is the picture the
dernocrrrcies u'hic'li hirvc recenth- {onc dorvn present.

"l)aticr.rcc son! \Vc'll boycott
Clrincst' rcccptiorrs too-the
rlay Chiua lrt'havcs as u'ick-
crlly ls Sir Patritk Deatr!"

Corrrtt'sr': I I irvlrtstan Tintcs

rrab



Bangalore Convention Of Swatantra Party
M. R. Pai

[IfAVING observed the inaugural convention of
fithe Swatantra Party in Bo,Jay in tg59 and the
first Conventiou in Patna in 1960, I found the Third
Convention at Bangalore on February 1 ancl 2 present
some interesting features rvorthy of serious study.

The tone for the Convention rvas set by Gcneral
Secretary M. R. Masani's report. He brought to bear
an obiective approach to the assessment of thc rvorking
of his pdrty. This rvas a departure frorn the establish-
ed pattern of political parties s'hich alrvays see the
ffne cloth of gold on the nakecl king. Setting a new
pattern, like a critic lVIr. Masani obsen'ed the lack of
a devoted cadre in the organisation. Equally forth-
right lvas his confession of "the deffciencies in the
way of organisational cornpetence ancl discipline
u'hich only too often rnark the Partv's ftrnctioning."
AIso, one s'oulcl scarcely expect to fincl the follorving
line in the report of a party' s'hiclr is spoken of by
rivals as the Partv of Big Btisir.ress. "There are tu'o
basic reasons for oul clistressing experience (about
lack of ftnances). The ffrst is the supine and cowardly
attitude of the larger part of Big Business in India
u'hich, aside from a ferv honourable exceptions rvho
practise enlightened free enterprise... ."

The General Secretarl"s report is an essav in politi-
cal science rvhich no student of tlie subject can
afford to rniss.

The Convention 'rvas prec<'cled br- ts'o dass of
deliberations bi' tlre Central Organising Conrmittee.
Iu all 13 resolutions rve're adopted lt1' thc Convcntion.
'I'he irnpoltarrt ones rvere tlrc rcsolutittn on cconornic
policl' (prt'senting an altr.rnatilc to tltc 1'llcst'nt ec.o-
nonric polic,r' ancl prescnt rnc'tlro<l of planuing)l on
intenrational relations ancl defence ( attacking "non-
alignnrent" and urging strong stt'ps against Comr.nu-
nist China ); the Constitution ( 17th -{,menclment )
I3ill (stoutl1,' opposing the measrrrc in orclcr "to <lefencl
Farm, Family and Freedom")l or.r State's riglrt (a
subject vrhich s'ill assurne grcat irnr.:ortanc'e in davs
to crrr.ne s,hcn tlie Hero of tlrc lncUan Rcvolrrtion
ceases to be the Prime Nlinister of Inclia, ancl no
other llero-replacements can be founcl). In tlre front
of political strategy, thcre t'ele tu,o important rcrso-'lutir,ns: one scc,king to coltvct't the party into a
tight-knit caclre partv by provicling fol active s'ork-
ers paying a yearly memberslrip; ancl irnotlreL advo-
cating electoral unclerstanding s'ith other parties,
excepting the Cornmunist Partr', to oppose Congress
n.l'rich is to be ck:prire<l ol' its "rinduc ach'antagc"
<xving to rnultilateral contcsts of Opprlsition partics.

Then tlrere \\'as a rcsolrrtion urgirrg thr: fornration

of a non-political boarcl to trdminister all licences ancl
perrnits. Apparently, this was designed to make
political capital out of present public dissatisfaction
rvith permits ancl licences, because the moment such
a board is set up it not merely results in the ruling
part1, l<-rsing its hold on vital sections of society, but
also undermines the present methocl of planning
itself!

But it is not tJre resolutions q'hich the Convention
adopted that entitle it to 'be vies'ed with interest.
The focus of interest is the party itself.

One distinct in'rpression I got from the Conventiou
u'as tlrat the palty had been institutionalised. While
Rajaji 1>leaded, tou'ards the end of his inaugural
:rddress, tlrat "Let rrs gather more and more strength
quickly,: I cirnnot s'ait longer, friends", he seemed to
be rvell a\\/rlrer that the hard work rvhich he ancl his
colleagues had put in tlre last four years hacl
institutionalisecl the party.

The sccond impression is that the plrilosophy of
the party' had crystallised nou' in more deffnite terms.
The partl' rnust thank the Government for this.
Through Compulsory Deposit, Gold Control, mid-
tern'r Plan appraisal and other concrete instances, the
Government lras giveu Ss'atantra Party an opportu-
nitl' to illustrirte iis os'n philosophf in concrete terns.
But ri'hat has helped the Su'atantra Party most is the
lith i Constitrrti<,ir ) .{mendment Bill. Flee enterprise,
freedonr and otlrcr elements in Ss'atantra Party philo-
soplrv arc rippreciiricct b1' a lalge number of people
in tlic liglrt of tlrc tlrrcat to land.

l-lri' tlrilrl irrrpr-cssion u'as tlri: clran{ing character
o[ tht'plltr'. and onc u'ishes, a r]e\\'trencl in Inclian
politics. Onc corrlcl scarcelr' find the professional
politician in the party convention. In earlier days,
there rvere clissident Congrcssnren and a left-over of
the prc-Indc'penclence dav professional politicians in
tlre partr,. Iltrt this tirne, one found srnall business
rnen, cxecutive and sclf-enrplol,cd Ilen like farmers,
cloctors and lan'r'ers in largc trttmbers. That this im-
pot't:rnt class u'hiclr had rvithclrau'n itself fronr
politics aftcr lndepcndence is re-entering into the
Ilclcl is :r I'rrppv arrd hcirlthy sign for our young
Rcpublic.

It s'as also iutclesting to note a largc trurnber of
).'oung faces in the gathering. Perhaps most of them
'rvcre in tlrc 25-40 age group. The party u'ould do
u'<'ll to rnake a sul'vey of age ancl profcssion groups.

'fhc llusinc.sslikc nranner ir.r lyhich the session rvas
crlrrcltrcted and arrangenrcnts hacl been macle-take
for instance, thr-' transport arrangcntents for clelegates,
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in charge of a retired D.S.P.-and the lack of pomp
so usual with political parties were also imprassive
factors.

While an overall picture of consolidation and
gaining strength emerged from the Convention, sorne
other factors also cannot be overlooked.

For instance, the Conventiou failed to make any
reference to Indo-Pak relations at a time u'hen that
problern was politically hot. Important issues like
this have got to be faced squarely. Similarly, it could
not dircctly link its philosophy to the day-to-day
existcnce of the bulk of people in the country in
order to appeal to them as their own partv. For
instance, poor civic administration or local goverll-
ment is a curse rvhich affects most people than is
comrnonll' realised; or, once again, educational
facilities are eagerly sought after by even poor
parents who rvant a better life for their children.
\\zhile all these beneftts and much more might forv
from the overall philosophy of the Swatantra Party,
to the unsophisticated mind nothing of immediate
relevance to tlieir plight could be found in the Party's
deliberations. This aspect needs serious consideration
by the seasoned leaders of the party.

- Itlarch 1961

Another aspect is the schizophrenic attitude ou
some anachronistic political attitudes rvhich still
persist in the countrlj. Someho'.o', the rvord "Satya-
graha" in conncction *'ith opposition to lTth Amend-
rnent \\'as u'elcomc to a section of the audience.
Perhaps, 'taking into consideration the fact that that
is tl"re only language rvhich the present rulers under-
stand, there u'as some meaning in the reception given
to that rvord. Perhap.s, because "Satyagraha" cot-t-

noted sorne concrete action, there rvas some entlru-
siasm for it. Brrt the real poini is u'hether the
Srvatantra Party can adopt the "Satyagraha" techni-
que-an unconstitutional means-rvithout losing its
distinct character. It may be efiective for the time
being, but can salt rvhich has lost its savour ffnd any'
use?

All said and done, the Srvatantra Party is an inte-
resting phenomeuon in Indian Politics. In terms of
Realpolitik, its role may be limited for the time being,
but its influence on the general thinking and direction
of the country in years to cotne is bouncl to be
momentotts, so long as brain dominates brarvn in
human affairs.

beforer that the lau' of
in the hrdian Penal Code

of obscenity be attempted in the Indian Penal Code.
A rigid definition of obscenitr- mav have the advan-
tages of claritv and precisiolr ltut ai the same tinrt'
in the context of the changirrg concept of obscenitl'
such a ligid definition rnight not be u'orkablc.
Probablv having this ploblcm itt vieu'The Obsceniti'
Publication Act, 1959, passed by British Parliamerrt,
does not atternpt all independent definitiort. lt
slightly modifies the definition of obscenity as laitl
down in the Hicklin's case. Similarly certain Com-
monlvealtl'r Countries g'hich ltave recently attemptecl
to define obscenity have more or less' trttempted to
modify the Hicklin test and tried to iurprove on it'
Therefore, a similar modiffed definition is considered
to be advisable in India also. It mav be done b1'

including an explanation to Scction 292 of the Indiarr
Penal Code. The explanation mat, be as follos's:-

"For the purpose of tlris Section an)/ book, pam-
phlet, paper, drarving, painting, representation ol'
figure or any other objcc:t shall be deemetl to be
obscene if its effect, if taken as a u'hole, is strch as

to tend to deprave ancl corrtrpt persons u'ho are likelr"
having regard to all relevant circttmstarices, to reacl'
see or lrear tlre rnrrtter containr'cl or crrtlloclied ill sttch

The Law Of Obscenity
N. S. Ranganath Rao

JT has been pointed out
I <lbscenitl' as corttaincd
has the follorviug defects:

As the Inclian Penal Code does not define obscenitl'
such definition has been adopted from an English
decision R. V. Hicklin. Secondll', such definition
ignores the intention of the author or the creator and
holds a matter obscene if it has certaiu tendencies.
Thirdly, the artistic, literary or the scientific purpose
of tlre rvriter is iguored. Fourthly, quite often isolated
u'orcls or passages are taken into consideration. The
book as a whole is not taken into consideration. The
eutire ancl the dominant efiect of the rvork is ignored
in preference to isolated rvords and passages. Fifthly,
the standard of those rvho are susceptible to the
influencc of tlre u'ork is the standarcl of tlre weakest
in tlre societ1,. Sixthlr,, quite often absolute liabilitv
is imposed e\:en on book-sellers and importers.

Having in view the above defects certain changes
in the larv of obscenity as contained in the Indian
Penal Code are suggested here. Thc most contro-
versial question is as to u'hether a precise deftnition

l FRI')IlDOtl i?lRSi'l;lu (Nor'. l9G3) antl ll0 (Jatr. 196I)
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object." Fnrthe.r, Sec. 292 as a rvhole can be recast
in the follorving manner-
(a) Whoever knowi.ngly and aithout lawful iusti-

fwation or ercvse sells, lets to hire, distributes,
publicly e.rhibits ol in any rranner puts into
circulation, or for purposes of sale, hire, distri-
bution, public exhibition or circulation, makes,
produces or has in lris possession any obscene
book, pamphlet, paper, drawing, painting, re-
presentation or ffgure or any other obscene
obiect whatsoever, or

(b) knorcingly and, uithou.t lawful iustification or
elcuse imports, exports or conveys any obscene
object for any of the purposes aforesaid, or
knowing or having reason to believe that such
object will be sold, let to hire, distributed or
publicly exhibited or in any maltner put into
circulation, or

(c) takes part in or receives profits from ar)y
business in the course of which he knou's or
has reason to believe that any such obscene
objects are, for any of the purposes aforesaid,
rnade, produced, purchased, kept, imi:qrted, ex-
ported, couveyed, publicly exhibited or in any
manner put into circulation, or

(d ) advertises or makes known by any means
whatsoever that any person is engaged or is
ready to engage in any act which is an offence
under tlris section, or that anv such obscene
object can be procured from or through anr'
person, or

( e ) offers or attempts to do anv act rvhich is an
ofience under this section,
shall be punishable rvith imprisonment of either
description for a term rvhich may extend to
tlrree rnonths, or rvith ftne, or rvith both.

Exphnationt

For the lrurpose of this section ang book, pamphlzt,
paper, d.rauing, painting, representation or figure or
any otlrcr obiect shall be deenrcd. to be obscerw if its
effect, if taken as a uhole, is such as to tend. to
d.epraoe and corruTtt persot'..s uho are kkelg, hatsing
rcgard to all reler:ant circumstances, to read, see or
hear the matter containcd or embodied in swch
obiect.

Exception I - This section does not extend to an)'
book, pamplrlet, writing, drawing, or painting kept
or used bona fide for religious purposes or any
representation sculptured, engraved, painted or
otherwise represented on or in any temple, or on any
car used for the conveyance of idols, or kept or used
for any religious purposes.

Erceptiott 2 - Nothing contained in Sec. 292 or Sec.
293 shall applg to ang book, panphlet, uritit'rg, drau-

Freedam First

ing, pointing, represe,"Ltatian ot figute or ang othet
obiect meant for public good or for bona fid.e pur-
poses of science, literature, art or ang other brarwh
of l.earning.
. Prouicletl tlrc opitrk.,tt of cxperts nurg be adnitted
us eoidence as to the literarg, ortistic, scierttific or
other merits of the obiect antl also as to wlrcther the
obiect tends to depraae or conupt.

(The amendments suggested are iu italics)
The proposed changes are expected to achieve th,

following results:-
l. The definition of obscenity as contained in the

Explanaticln makes it necessary to take into
consideration the entire rvork and its dominating
influence u'hile assessing its tendency to deprave
or colr'upt

2. Tbe inclusion of the rvords "knos'ingly or with-
out lau'ful justiffcation or execuse" in clauses
(a) and (b) u'oulcl make intention or knowledge
of the accused a necessary element of the
ofience. This n'ould also remove doubts regard-
ing the nature of the liability of booksellers and
importers.

3. The literary, artistic or the scientific purpose of
the object shall be a relevant consideration.

'1. Thc admissibilitl, of the expert evidence regard-
ing the merits of the object and its tendency to
deprave and corrupt ma1' do away with the
"s'ell brought up school girl of fourteen" test.

5. Exception 9 ma1' also nritigate the hardship
arising out of the absence of trial by jury in
lndia.

\
"!'urther, we affirnr the right
to brcak diplornatic relations
with China, if r*'e s'ant to,
to expel thc Chinese troops
from our soil, if rve want to,
to..."

Corrrtcs.u- : II indu st un 7' irncs



Tradition Looks At Marx
1lI. A. Venkata Rao

I[,IHILE tr'lacatrlayans, like their alienated counter-
Y Y parts in the West, succumb to Marxisrn both

as theory and as social policy, those retaining their
'noorings in traditional values, in various degrees of
consciotrs acceptances, are trying to effect a synthesis
betrveen the two clnims that challenge their consci-
ence today.

Florn tlre practical point of vieu', if Irlarxism
connote.cl only hunranitarianisrn in outlook and
social policy backed b1' political programn,es looking
toward the amelioration of the disinhelited, they' con-
ccde it without qualification.

They recall the htrmanist or universalist elements
both in Vedic and non-Vedic strearns of culture, the
ortlroclox Hindu san4tradtttta.s such as oaishnaoism
and scit'isnr on the one hand and the c'thical teachings
of Bucldhisrn and Jainism on the other.

The brahmanic systems of religion and litual
develop their metaphysical Absolute to afford a logi-
cal support to a universal ethics. The good life con-
sists in expansion of self (saraatnn bhaaa) since the
essence of the self is braltrnan rvhich means the cos-
nric, universal ancl infinite self of rvhich the entirety
of the universe is the outrvard expression.

Tlre Buddhist goal of niruana is evolved to support
the morality consisting in the death of the individual
ego and its rebirth into stirte of desirc-less-ness -
bralnnaaihara.

Jainism posttrlates t potential inffnite self rvithin
each finite embtxlied being ( jiva ) rr4rose rnoral
rlestinv is rcleasc frrlrn tlrc Io:rcl of nratter. Such a
relcase is obtainecl by a life of non-injury to all living
creatules ancl abstention fronr cgoistic dcsireftrl
action, u4ricll colours the ego rvith passion. All
varieties of nrclral virttre are in tlre vien' of Jainism
brrt forrrs of alintsa or norr-injur), in the variotrs
relatirrns and sittrrrtir>ns of life. Alintsu discolours the
ego. Tlre ainr is self-lcss action hclped on by medita-
ti<.rn, austerity, self-denial and service of teacher ancl
mankind so as to attain a pure state of the self rvhich
is free frorn matter. Tlre rvlrole pluralistic, realistic,
Jaina nretaphysics and etlrics of non-violence lravc
been evolved to support a truiversalist coclc of conduct
making fol universal welfare in the highest sense.

All tlrc tlrree strearns of trirditiou - the veclic, tlre
brrclclhist ancl iain - asstrme that in thc body-mind
organisrn of the enrpirical individtral u'e call the
lrunran being, (iiva) therc is an eternal aucl inrmortal
clenrcrrt g'hich is above ancl beyoncl the body, rvhosc
l'clfirre lras tlre lrighest virlrre and is arr end in itself.

So rvhen \lar.risn.r, i.s supposecl to srrpport thc u'cl-

I(r

flre of the "poorest and lovvliest and lost," of the
neglected, submerged tenth or ninetenths of huma-
nity, those who understand the essence of traditional
rnorality open their eyes, do some re-thinking and
ogrec that this is a goal of social thotrght and policy
that they should endorse and work for.

But they ffnd it impossible to endorse the philo-
sophy urged by Marxists to support their social
gospel.

Apart fronr the details of social evolution in ternrs
of the conflict of classes from stage to stage - pasto-
ral, agricultural and feudal, superseded by the
bourgeoisie at tlre time of the inrlustlial revolution
and norv to be in turn to be liquidated in favour of
the proletariat - all irs an inevitable march of destiny,
the traditionalist ffnds all this a tall order.

In the ffrst place, rvhile agleeing that the frst
itrtpulses in man as an individual and social being are
cgoistic and possessive, he rejects the thesis that this
is the last word of human nattrre. This is only tbe
ffrst layer (or sheath or cover or kosha) irr rvhich
Irrrman nature is enveloped.

The course of life and moralitl, denrands thirt the
first impulscs should be controlled-indriya nigraho,
c'ontrol of the sense-prompted desires is the ffrst
fotrndation of the ethical life accordinq to all streams
of tradition.

Such a self-controlled and disciplinecl life is en-
joined on all- the higlrest rtrlers as s'ell as the los'er
classes - not rnerely on tlre poor t<l instill fear in tltertr
so irs to prevent thcrr fronr plrrnclcring tlie rich.

The egoistic impulse is sorrght to be irt/ril-litcrl so

that the larger self irr oll rnal' lrave a chance to deplov
itself which rvill enable social life to be built. Such
social conrmunity can expancl in s'idening circles from
farnily and village to torvn and countrl' trntil it em-
lrraces the u'lrole of htrrnarrity. All Indian traditions
proclaim that the n'ise man thinks of the rvhole rvorld
as his family (Vasudhaiva Ktrturnbakaur), Nothing
in the rvorld is alien to him. In fact, morality is cleffned
as conduct that rvill hold society togethcr, that q'ill as

a nratter of practice pronrote social soliditrih', ''t
<'onsciousness of kind", not confinecl to nation or race
lrtrt extending to the whole of creation.

Tradition disagrees with tr{arx iu thinking that
cor.rfict can and ought to be overcorne. Such srrbli-
nntion of conflict, to rrse nr<ldern ternrs for the ancient
meaning, is possible becatrsc all humarrs are at bottorrr
expressions of one and the sarne universal spiritual
lcrrlity - rvhether brahman or jivatnran or self-less
statc callctl nirr-arram.
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Tradition digs deeper than il{arx into the nature of
man and has evolvcd in ali throc religions elaborate
systems of psychology to enalrle the irairsformation
of the unregenerate ltuma:r being into the highcrr strtc
to rvhich he is called by his irrner mjssion.

Even from the standpoint of political and social
institutions, tradition is not nouplussed by the elabora-
tion and complexity and learning of Marxism. It has
its own learning in support of the higher values.

As regards the nature of the State and government,
traclition holds that the Raia (and consequently the
rajya or State) has the specific duty of maintaining
the external conditions of the good life. Raia dharma
consists in enabling each occupation and class of peo-
ple to perform its cluty to society and to obtain its
fair reward.

Every vocation has its own dlwrnta, its orvn litw's
laying its oun rules for the observance of its practi-
tioners. Every .sratd or craft guilcl had its own
recognised standard of excellence to rvhich every
practitioner aspirecl. It trained its own apprentices
and employed them or helped them to find employ-
ment. It settled disputes among members and negoti-
ated disputes rvith masters or employers or raias or
municipalities ot nagor sabhas. They gave a plncc irt
Iife to tlreir nrenrbers. Thus there were no alierwted
indir:icluals, fflled rvitlt resentment and fury like the
tle-chssd intelligentsia of decadent modern socictics.

Tlre society was a conununity of connrunilies or
utb-socie ties each rvith its rvorld of interests attd each
entmsted s'ith a distinct line of service to the greater'
society. Even clefence rvas assisted by groups of raias

or rnilitary leaders each rvith a follorving of his orvn

rvlro coulcl be mobilised in times of u'ar or int'asiott'
The duty of the State u'as nof to usurp the duties of

sr,rb-socicties in the arts and crafts, scienccs attcl llttt'u,r-
nitics, socinl ancl ccorton.ric institutiorts, tritclcs ittttl
occupations, shipping, transport, col.rtrttel'ce, rninirtg
etc. but to nraintain ordel anroug thern and to recori-
cile their conficting interests by means of a frarneuork
of latos impartially administered.

lr{orality was a matter largely of cttstom, scadhurtrtrt
or social ethics, sittlichkeit as Hegel calls it. But it als<r

involved a stage on tl-re part of individuals, of risirrg
into tlre level of reflectioc morality and conscicttcc,
which accepted tlre larvs consciously irs necessary for'
social harmony. If necessary, the guild or .srerti ot
nagaru sabha or the ruler's council rvould holcl rllranrra
sabhas and enact new lnws to take account of charrg-

ing circumstanccs. Btrt Lalv was a rttle of action ntelnt
to maximise social harmony.

Tradition thelefore is not impresscd u'ith the
\{arxist argunrent tlrat Iarv and trovernlnent aro
ahvays in the interest of birth or of tlrc stt'onger or
possessors of rvealth.

Tradition paid the highest respect rrol to n'ealtlt

Freednm Firat

but to Tmth and learning. The class of truth-seekers
occupied the first place in social honour.

The class of rulers and administrators maintaining
impartial justice using force in accmdance with
dlwrnm for the r+'elfare of all \r'ere accorded the
second place.

Tlre bourgeoisie were accorded only tlrc third place
and rvere kept in their place by the people. and their
sense of social values.

Tradition did not exalt the capital-holding class to
the ffrst place of power and rule in society. It did not
sanction any Kuber Rai or plutocracy which might
have been a phenomenon of the West in the recent
centuries.

Tradition does not agree with lr4arxism that man is
condemned b1'his psychology to subordinate truth to
his econonric needs. It rejects the economic determina-
tion of history trnd culture.

It upholds the porver of man to seek Truth and to
find it and postulates an iclentity betu'een the human
rnind and spirit rvith the structure and essence of the
external universe in some way.

Tradition therefore rvhether in its orthodox form or
its modern reformist form as in Dayanand Saraswati.
Sri Ramakrishna or Shri Aurobindo or Srvami
Vivekanananda does not ffnd it necessary to accept
materialism or class war or jettison the spiritual vierv
ol life or accept the revolutionary metl'rod for reform
associated rvith current lr'Iarxism.

Brrf r\larrislr has no doubt acted as a catalytic
agent arrd quickened the social corwciarce of the mass
of people living in touch s'ith tradition and made
them more open to radical reforms tending torvards
social amelioration and the sallation of the under-
privileged.

\larxism has rnacle traditiorrrrlists nrorc hospitable
to the spiritunl appeal of derrto<'rrrc'r'. tlre diqnitl' oI tlre
common man ancl the absolrrte ncecl to afford lrirn a

rl.ecent chance by means of effective social institutions
and governrnental policies.

To the Editor,
Fnsroorr FInsr,
C/o Democralic Research Service.

127, lr{ahatma Gandhi Road.

Bombay l.
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You will see how we hang people and burn them
like chickens. Others will be executed by being cut
into pieces that will be spread on the streets. Still
others will be throrvn into the sea, while others will
be tied to trees and shot by novice marksmen. Any-
one who trigs to be a hypocrite will be punished by
50 years in'jail.

-"Field Marshal" John Okello, Tim.e, January 31.

I shudder rvhen I think of the greatness of the
Great One. And so let the wotld know, and the word
go forth, that indeed we do have a miracle called
Kwame Nkmmah rvho walks the face of Africa today.

-Ghanian Times, quotd in Time, January 31.

As a hoaxer of the United States, Prime Minister
jawaharlal Nehru -$;::tfMowrer 

in u.s. prass

Being tricked has become an American habit.

-Edgar A. Morvrer in U.S. Press

STATEMENT ABOUT OWNERSIIIP AI]D OTHER
PARTICULARS OF FREEDOM FIRST

The Congress should be lefr out of power for ffve
years so as lo make it face the realities of the national
situation.

-Mr. K. K. Shah, former AICC General Secretary,
Ind.ian Express, February 3.

We need Arnericart pro'rccticlu, but u'e are not an
American protectorate.

-Chancellor Erlrard, Neu York Thnes,
Weekly Review, January 12'

The u,ar n'e have to face today has only one goal
and that is to make the rvorld safe for diversity.

-lvlr. U. Thant, U.N. Secretary-General , Nero
York Tines, Weekly Revierv, January 12.

Registered No. 8-6354

-Tenngwn,

Ceilings and floorings are good for ofices and
houses, but for farms the best fooring is tho good
earth and the ffnest ceiling, the sky.

-Mr. M. A. Sreenivasan, in a recent speech on
Agricultural Production.

The mornent tlte Government decidecl to nationa-
lise banks, all opposition would die'

-Mr. N. V. Gadgil, IruIian Express, February 1.

It is a grcat advautage to this nation to have people
telliug its story rvho have the reputation of saying
rvhat they nrean.

-Ivlr. CarlT. Rorvan, U.S. Neos anclWorldReport,
February 10.

It has often been noticecl that rvhen a great man
makes a mistake, it is usually a great mistake that he

makes.

-Neu l'ork Daily News, quoted in Time, Feb. 7.

At the bidding of the Opposition, I would not even
go to heaven.- 

-Puniab Chief Minister Kairon, Statesnwn, Feb. 13.

Non-alignment is not enough.

-Mr. D. R. Mankekar,lnd'ian Exptess, February 12'

You rvill see the collapse of Khrushchev, that paper
tiger.

-lvlr. Mao Tse-tung, Hindustan Tinrcs, Feb. 22,
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