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Political Opportunism
Arvind A. Deshpande

tf,HE gods that are now presiding over our political
f destiny seem to be in the mood in which Shakes-

peare was when he created his comedies. The Indian
political scene today resembles the NIid-Surnmcr
Night's Dream and no one is more serious in this comic
play than the actors themselves. lVhat follorvs is only
an attempt to discover some method in the current
madness, especially in the madness plaguing U.P.,
Bihar, and West Bengal.

The internal conflict within tl're Congress party has
imparted instability to the political life of the country
in general. It has also affected almost all the other
political parties. If all this leads to a re-examination of
the party systern in this country, the present situation
may well prove to be a blessing in disguise. Certain
things, however, have become obvious following the
split in the Congress:

( 1) The divorce of principles and ethics from porver
in India today is almost as complete as in any totali-
tarian country except that in the latter they do r-rot

pretend to hold to the canons of personal morality. In
Bihar even personal morality does not seem to count.

(2) The age of absolute majority has ended and
coalition will be the pattern for the coming deqade and
in this pattern even small parties are likely to get
au'ay with the lion's share.

(3) Almost all parties have been forced to rnakc
radical gestures and use the leftist language knou'ing
fully well that in the current unstable condition all
that they can dots to attencl to the business of efficient
government and the containment of subversion, ancl
somehow keep the democratic rule going.

Although there is so much talk about socialism and
a new era, what is actually going to happen is that
iln era of free enterprise with a minimurri action on the
part of government is about to begin. In other words,
we will have mininlllltr government and mitximurn
individual enterprise, :rnd the socialist parties by
playing the game of pou'er politics and a rvar of
attlitiorr u'ill unconsciousll'hclp thi.s proccss. In fact irr
Uttar Pracleslr the tu'o so-called socialist parties n:lmc-
ly the tu'o Congress Parties l.rave been at such a \\/1lr'

of attrition and have nracle an unconditional sun'elnder'

to a party like the BKD rvhose plogramme is cer-
tainly to the riglrt of ccntre. \Vith the split iu the
Congress, IVIr. Charan Singh, rvith the 98 MLA's sup-
porting him, naturallv became a king maker. What
has horrified both the Congress parties is that insteacl
of remaining a king-maker he has made himself the
King. It is futile to find out wlrich of the major palties
in U.P. \\'as more opportunistic, The only fact to be
noted in this drama is that Mrs. Indira Gandhi is very
keen on ersserting her authority, in the States ruled by
Congress(O) and she is prepared to pay almost any
price for this. It is absolutely necessary for her to
capture power in U.P., her own horne State, in Bihar,
u'hich sends a large number of persons to Parliament
and also if possible in Mysore ancl Gujarat, the trvo
remaining States belonging to Congress (O). In short,
things rvill continue to be chaotic in U.P. One
remembers late Dr. Arnbpdkar's rvords and ]ament
that U.P., inspite of being politically unstable and eco-
uomically backward, should be destined to rule India.
The fact that failure in U.P. would also rnake it diffi-
cult for Mrs. Gandhi to face the parliamentary mid-
term election once again proves that whatever hap-
pens in U.P. is of direct and immediate consequence
to stability, order and progress at the national level.

The people of Bihar are perhaps the most miserable
in the country today. They have given up hope even
rvithout fighting. No one can predict what will happen
in Bihar. The SSP which is quite strong in Bihar
sufiers from utter confusion. If lvlr. Charan Singh
at least knows his goal the leaders o{ SSP are uttelly
confused about their goal. The party, as the late
Dr. Lohia used to say, does have "the will to power",
but it lacks thc' capacitv to govern. It is a pity that tlie
srnaller parties snch as the SSP, trnd PSP are not I'et
prepared to govern although they lrave received almost
tl.rree years' notice and some experience. \\/hile these
parties may have programmes on paper, the only
parties that seem to be capable of providing stable
administration belong to the so-called Right.

If the people of West Bengal completely upset the
c'alculations of political analysts in the mid-term poll,
the United Frortt rtrlers seetn to have excellecl tlrcrn
in this art. It is saicl that Lenin rnade lvlarx stand on
lris lrcacl. lr4r. Jyoti lltrsu and ltis colleagtres seetn to
nruke everybody stirnd on lris heacl. In any caser thc
rlrrvs of thc Llnitcrl Frortt Covt'rttr.t'tc'ttt set'ttr to lrt'
nrrr.nbelc.cl. With thc split in the Cougrcss N4r. Aiov
\'[trklrerjee seems to think that like N,lr. Clraran Singh
hc can rcnrain the Chicf ltlinistcr of Wcst llengnl u'itlr
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the help of the rtrling Congress ancl drivc the lr{arxists
out of govelnnrcrrt. Orre can onlt, rvislr Iriru god speecl.

To sum trp, the political situirtion today remains
very fluid rvith almost all the political puties trying
their best to avoid the mid-term parliamentary
election but unconsciousll' rvorking for. it. There is
still hope of a trvo party system being throu'n up by
the present chaos. It rvould bc in thc nittional interest
if all the parties help this process. All of them especial-
ly the trvo Congress Parties must allow each other a
period of consolidation and reorganisation. Every
party, consistent with national interest ancl security,
should be allorved to rule if people prefer its rule. A
Mid-term parliamentary election rvill only mean a new
parliament in which no single party will have more

WITHOUT COMMENT

Soviet Editor Quits
Alexauder Tvardovsky, the inclomitable 60-year-old

editor of Noug Mir, the last Soviet literary iournal of
real quality, has resigned.

His exit does not come as :r surltrise, but the seismo-
graph of tire Soviet intelligentsia is recording the
shock rvaves of a pou'erftrl eartlrrluakc, and the signs
of turbulence continue.

A heavy pall of fog now lies over the future of Soviet
literature, blotting out hopes of any worthwhile pro-
gress ir-r A new direction. The removal of Tvardovsky
is a disaster from rvhich Soviet literature rvill take a
long time to recover.

The departure of Tvardovsky is the climax of a

steady campaign against liberal, experimental tenden-
cies in tlre arts rvhich has been going on for some years
and gathered rnomentum after the invasion of Czecho-
slovakiu in 196ti.

Noay Illir \\'as a thoru in thc siclc of tlrose Soviet
u'riters whose rluality of rvork'tvas fur belorv the level
of their positions in the literary hierarchy, conformists
rvho hated to see others succeed rvhere they had failed'

Tvardovsky has tu'ice been editor of Nooy Mir', first
betrveen 1954 ancl 1958, wlren he was sacked by
Khrushchev for publishing some controversial work
by Ehrenburg and others. He was reinstated in 1958
ancl since then has nrtriutainecl vcry high standards in
Noay Nfir.

It u,as cluring his editorslrip that Alexander Solzhenit-
svn's 'Onc day' in thc lifc <lf Ivan Denisovich' was
published. l\{anr' othcr major s'orks of the Soviet
literattrrc of thc past dccadcr first came to liglrt in the
rnagazinc.

Jlarclt 1970

'tlran 100 to 150 mernbcls. r\s is evident norv, coalition
govenrment at the cerrtre is the inevitablc nc.xt phasc
of clur political developrnent. If there are too mally
partics irr Parliirment then the things tlrtrt ar.e norv
happening in U.P. and Bihar rvill also happen at the
Centre and therre u'ill bc: no clr:urce of stability or
ordered progress. It is, tlrerefore, tintc that both the
nrliug Congress ancl thcr Opposition Congress as also
the other dernocratic parties gave serious thought to
all this and forged alliances which u'ould be natural,
programme-based and enduring.

All the present stresses ancl strains rnay be termed
as a crisis of ambition and political opporhrnism. Our
democracy rvill survive only if political parties shorv
understanding and practise a little self-denial.

Bertrand Russell

Wc pay our rcspcctfLrl lromagc to Earl llertrancl
Russell who died on 2nd February at the ripe old age
of ninetyseven. Earl Rrrssell wils an elninent philo-
sopher and matlrematician and an active political and
social refonner. He stood for a new social order based
on freedom and equality. He rvas a passionate cham-
pion of freedom in all rvalks of life. The cause of
freedom in any part of the rvorld alu'ays forrnd in hirn
an able advocate.

In the last few yeirrs of his life, Earl llussell rvas
rnainly engaged in a campirign for thc preservation
of peace and for the avoidance of a nuclear holocaust.
In that campaign he adopted many a time harsh and
unfair attitude towards the Democracies and a partial
attitude towards Russia. That was, however, just one
phase of his life.

The work that he did in the earlier periods of his
lifc is far urorc irnportirnt ancl abiclirrg. Hc has tnacle
lasting contributions to manl' clepartments of leaming
and also to English litclaturc. Hc u'as the rnost pro-
found and creative of the rnincl"^ of the tu'cntietlt
century.

Louis Fischer

The world of lettcrs nnd the world of dedicated
fightcrs for tl-re causc of frecclom and dernocracy has
sustainecl another grievotrs loss through the death of
the American rvriter and political scientist, Mr. Louis
Fischer. N{r. Fischc'r has writter.r extensively on a

varietv of political iurd other topics. His sympathies
rvcr<. univcr.sal. He \\/as il grgat fricrrrd of India. We
prr)' our tribute to his urernory.
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Ba nk Nationalisation And
Fundamental Rights

A. G. Mulgaokar

HE judgnent of thc Supreme Court in the Bank
Nationalisirtion Ordinance and Act cases is nos'

out and has deservedly' attracted considerable public
attention and a certain amount of adverse comments
as rvell. That rnost of these adverse comments have
been frorn certain political angles and on the part of
the so-called left-lving politicians can be understood
against their ideological backgrouncl. But, on the other
hand, it should also be borne in mind that rvhen the
people lose their confidence in politicians and officials
they are apt to look to the iudiciary for the vindication
of their rights, r,r'hich they suppose are being assailecl -
by unscrupulous set of politicians.

It is important to remember at all times that in a
dernocratic set up the place of the Supreme Court is
not to provide legislative correction, nor even to
suggest legislative corrections but only to administer
the law as it stands and interpret the Constitution.
Anything else it does would be necessarily beyond the
scope of its proper function. The exact rule and func-
tion of the Supreme Court'can therefore be briefly
described as being complimentary to the legislature
and not supplementary.

In the judgment rvhich the Supreme Court has just
delivered in the two cases, of the Ordinance and the
Act, it has no doubt gone back on certain judgments
rvhich it had previotrsly delivered on the same sub-
ject. But this they are entitled to do and, therefore, it
must not be considered as anything extraordinary. The
questions decided were: (l) Whether the Ordinance
promulgated in exercise of the power under Art. 123
of the Constitution was invalid, because the condition
precedent to the exercise of the power did not exist.
(2) Whether in enacting the Act the Parliament en-
croached upon the State List in the Seventh Schedule
of the Constitution, and whether, therefore the Act
rvas outside the legislative competence of the Parlia-
ment. ( 3 ) Whethel tte Act violrrtes fundamental
rights. (4) Whether the Act violates the guarantee of
the freedom of trade. The Supreme Court came to the
conclusion that in vier,v of their decision on the validity
of the Act any decision on the validity of the Ordinance
would be acadernic. The Court did not accept the
contention of the petitioner that Pirrliament encroach-
ed upon the State List in the Seventh Scherlule. It
decided, ltorverrer, that the Act clid violate fturclarnental
rights of the petitioner :rrrd also the grrarantee of
freedom of tlade.

The criticisnr rvhich is lx.ing dirccted agaiust tlre
judgrnent is mostlv ill-informecl lttrt not all the c.ritic.isrtr

lras thc ach,:tntage of iqnorance, particularly s'here tlrt
criticisrn is on the part of lawyers. The Prime lvlinister
is reported to have remarked that the judgment "shorvs
rvhat obstacles are placed in the u'ay of those rvho
ivant to bring about an1' change or to do something
rrerv". Norv, even an ex-Judge of the Supreme Court
has joined the ranks of the critics forgetting that in
delivering the judgment the Supreme Court was rvell
rvithin its rights and has certainly not done anything
unconstitutional. Mr. Jtrstice Shah is welllrrown for
his judicial deportment and integrity and the rest of
his colleagues also enjoy a high reputation. It is all
the more necessary when criticism is made by people
rvlro occupy or have occupied responsible positions to
remember that under a Federal written Constitu-
tion the Supreme Court performs a necessary role and
is entitled to its views.

If any fault is to be found with the judgment, it is
only with that part of it in which the iudges decide
not to deliver any judgment with regard to the legality
of the Ordinance. The question had been fully argued
before them and the circumstances in this particular
case were such that a finding on its legality could have
been well given because after all the question is not
only a most important one but is also likely to crop
up repeatedly in the near future. The position at ple-
sent though not free from doubt is briefly this: In the
past the Privy Council has held that under the 1919
and 1935 Government of India Acts the Governor-
General was the sole authority for deciding whether
an emergency existed necessitating the promulgation
of an Ordinance. Tbat view was based on the fact
that the Government of India under those Acts was
in effect the Govcrnor-General. That inspite of the
somervhat limitecl representative character, the
Government s'as tlre Governor-General, conducted
under the supen'ision of the Secretary of State for
India rvho was responsible to the Parliament. There-
fore, rvhen the Governor-General promulgated an
Ordinance, the Privy Council would not question the
fact of emergency to meet which the Ordinance was
prcrnulgated by the Governor-Ceneral. At present, rve
irr Inclizr have not merelv a representative Goveru-
mer-rt, tlrat is a Governrneut resporlsible to the Legis-
latrrre and, if pro-fornru. the President promulgates atr
Ordinance he cloes tlris on the invitation of tlre Gov-
c'rnrnent ancl therefole it hecomes necessarv to test
rvhether in fact tlrere is an elnel'gency which calls for
Ihe pror.nulgation of the Orclinance. The Strpreme
(lorrrt ir.r refusinq to decide tlris question lras, it is felt.
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missecl a good opportunity of laving clrlrvn thc lan' <ln that private property may be corlptrlsorily acquired
the subject. for a public purpose and b1' the "authoritv of larv"

The Suprcte Corrrt Juclgrnent lays dorvn the follorv- containing provisions fixing or provicling for deter-
ing in its aarious pnrfs: "Jurisdiction of tlie Court to mination and payment of compensation: Art. 31(2).
glant relief cannot be dc.niecl rvlren by State nction the Exercise of either po\1'er by State actiou results in
rights of the inclividual shareholder are impaired, even abridgentent-total or partial-of the right to property
u'hen that action impairs the rights of the Company of the indir''idntrl. Article 19(1)(f ) is a positive decla-
as well. The test in determining whether the share- ration in the u'idest terms of the right to acquire, hold
holder's right is impaired is not formal; it is essen- and dispose of propertv, subject to restrictions (which
tially qlralitative: if the State action impairs the right rnay assume the form of limitations or complete prohi-
of the shareholders as rvell -as of the Company, the bition ) imposed by lau' in the interests of the general
Court rvill not, concentrating merely upon tl.re teclrni- public. The guarantee under Art. 19(1)(f ) does not
cal operation of the action, deny itielf jurisdiction to protect rnerely an abstract right to property; it extends
grant relief." to concrete rights to prop_erty as rvell.

"The object of Act 22 of 1969 is to transfer the "The constitutional scheme declares the right to
uldertaking of each named bank and to vest it in the property of the individual and then delimits it by trvo

correspondi-ng new bank set up u'ith authority to difierent provisions: Art. I9(5) authorizing the State

.or.y or banking and other business. Each such corres- to make laws imposing reasonable restrictions on the
ponding new bink is controlled by the Central Gov- exercise of that right, and cls. (1) & (2) of -ArL 3l ,-:

itn*.ni and of each the entire capital stands vested recognizing the authority df the State to make laws (

in and allotted to the Central Government." "It is for taking the pioperty. Limitations under Art. 19(5)
necessary to determine the true scope of "banking" and Art. 3l are not generic-ally different, f-or the law
in Entry 45, List I, the meaning of the-expression "pro- authorizing the exercise of the- power to make the pro-
perty" and the limitations on the power bf the Parlia- perty of an individual for a public purpose o-r to ensure
ir"rri to legislate in respect of acquisition of property the rvell-being of the community,_and the law autho-
in Entry 4d, Litt III. the erptetrion "bankinf ii not rizing tlre imposition_ of reasonable restrictions under
{efined in any Indian statite except the -Banking Art. 19(5) are intended-to advance the larger public
Regulations ect, t$4g. There is no eiidence that the ' interest._ It is true that the guarantee against-depriva-
nailed banks were before July 1969 carrying on non- tion and compulsory acquisition operates in fav-our of
banking business ,distinct 

- 
and independenit of the all persons, citizens as well as non-citizens, whereas

bankin! business or that the banks htld any distinct the positive declaration of the right -to propertv
assets flr non-banking business apart from ihe assets guarantees the right to citizens. But a rvid_er op-eration

of the banking businJss. By enaciing that the corres- of the guarantee under Art. 31 does not alter the tme
ponclingnewEanks may carry on buiiness specified in character.of the riglit it protects. Article 19(5-)-and
bection"6(t) of the Banking'Regulations Act and the Art.3I(1) & (2), in our iudgm_ent, operate to delimit
named banks shall not carry on banking business as the exercise of the right to hold proper$".
defined in Section 5(b) of that Act the impugned Act "Under the Constitution, pr-otection, aga_inst im-pair-

<licl not encroach utr11;n any Entry in the- State List. ment of the_ guarantee of fundamental rights is d-eter-

By Section l5(Z)(e) of the impugnecl Act the named mined by the nature-of the right,-the interest of the

banks "r" ""pr"rrltj 
,ere..,'",I ihJ right to carrv on aggrievecl partv and the degree of harm resulting from

business othei than'banking, and it is not claimed that tlre State action. Protection of the_ right to- property
thereby there is any encioachment upon the State or personal freedom is most needecl u'lren there is arr

List. "txercise of the po\r,er to legislaie for acquisi- actual threat. To argue that State actiott s'lrich deprives

tion of the undertaking of the namld banks also-does a person permanently-or temporarily of his right to
not trespass upon the State List." trropertl', or personal Jreedom, operates to extinguish

On the poi"t of infringement of the fundamental the right or the remedy is to reduce the guarantee to

rights this is what the S"upreme Court had to say: an empty platitude. Examinin_g the problem not merely
"By Arts. 31(I) & (2) the right to property.of incii- in semantics_but in the broader and more appropriate

'ijuals is protectecl'against sp*ecific inyaiioni by State co_nte_xt of tlre constitutional scheme rvhich aims at

action. The functiorrif th" two clauses-Cls. (1) & affording the indivjclual the fullest protection of his

(2) of Art.3l is to impose limitations on the power lrasic rights a-nd_on that foundation to erect a struc-

of the State ancl to cleclaie the corresponcling guaiantee ture of a tnrlv democlirtic polity', -the corrclusion, in

of the indit,iclual to his right to property. -Limitation\ our jtrclgnrcnt, is_inevitable tlrat the validiti' of the

on the tr)o\\,er of the State-'ancl the ft,arantee of right S_tatc actiort trttrst be adjrrdged in the liglrt of its opera-

are plaiirlv complen-lentarv. Protectiort of th" guororrt.," tiorr rrpou thc' riglrts of the indiviclttal and {rotrps of

i, enr.tre.i bv cllclaring tliat tr person lnav be"tlepri,'ecl intlivicltrals in all their dimensions'"

<rf his propertv br' "arrtltoritv of lan"': Art. 3l(1); and (contirtrtt,d rtn pugc 6)
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Sino-Soviet Conflict
Adam Adil

HEN in 19{9 con.ununist lregen.ronv was establisli-
ecl on Chinese mainlnncl and the Soviets began
fraternisation s'ith their Chinese cornt'itcles, it

s'as bcyoncl arrf i>ocl.'-'s u'ildest dreams tlrat the ts,o
giants of the communist rvorld rvould fall out so bit-
terly just *'ithin tu'o decades. Today, the Soviet LTnion
and China r,tre not only hostile to each other but are
almost on the velge of a violent clash.

It all began rvhen, follos'ing the denigration of
Marshall Stalin l>y Kl.rrushchev in 1956, Russia and
China could uot see eye to eye together. Ideologically
they u'ere drifting apart. There was, of course, no
question of eithel of them renouncing Communism.
Both were comrnunist in the orthodox sense and one
surpassed the other in its ideological rigidities. Thongh
Stalin rvas denigrated, Russia had not switched to
democracy and liberalism. Yet, the Chinese began to
suspect the Russians and described them as revisionists.
Revisionism undel Communism is blasphemy and
anyone rvho is guilty of such a blasphemy is an outcast.
Hence, for the Chinese the Russians became orrtcasts,
never to be befriended. The follorving years were
marked by mutual recrimination and name-calling,
and endless disputations and polemics.

Till recently, horvever, there rvas no violence bet-
rveen the tlvo, but violence was soon to come. The
ideological dispute was converted into a violent border
clash. It was over a minor issue of the island in Ussuri
River-an island which the Russians call Damanskl'
and the Chinese Chenpao. The Chinese argued that
the island legitimately formed a part of China and
that it was seized by the Russian Czars for their oivn
imperial purposes. Clrina advanced claims also to some
other parts of Russia. The Russians disputed the
Chinese claims.

Althorrgh Russia has fortified its border areas, it
sec'lns, shr. is kt en to settk' its borclel clisputes u'ith its
cornnrunist "l>rother" and even explole the possibilitics
of persuading China to rejoin the s'orld conrmunist
fraternity uncler tl.re leadership of the Soviet Union.

Accordir.rg to ltrtest leports, i\'[oscou' is giving top
priority to this effort. The leader of lvloscorv's higli
level negotiating tearn in Peking, the First Deputy
Foreign N4inister, Mr. Vassilv Kuznetsov, is understood
to have declded upon zr long spell of talks s'ith his
Chinese cotrntelpalt. trlr. Chirro KtritnJrua, in s'lrich
he rvill trv to ffncl out if the Chinc'se are reaclv not onll'
for a border settk'mr:nt btrt also for cncling the icleo-
logical quan'el aucl lc,trrrning to thr. uorld c.ornmunist
fraternitr'.

Probablv the Rtrssians rvere lreirrteuecl in this direc-
tion bv tlre Chinese rvillingness to reuc's' thc bor.clcr.
trrlks-broken off br- \loscou'in Dc.cernber-and also to

bloaclen the basis of discussions to include the issues
of trade arrd cliplorntrc;' bets'een the trvo countries.

A recent article in Pruudu b1' \lr. Sergei Tikl-rvinski,,
advisor to tlrc Sovict negotiatillg tcam in Peking, irlso
illustrates Soviet anxiety to put :rn end to mutual
splitting tactics betu'een the trvo countries. NIr.
Tikhvinsky has almost confirmed the reports of the
Soviet offer to China to conclucle a pact of non-
aggression or non-use of force in the settlement of the
border disputes. r\Ir. Tikhvinsky stated: "The Soviet
Union is doing everything to have good neighbourly
relations with the Chinese Peoples' Republic-
relations based on principles of respect of the sovere-
ignty, territorial integrity and non-use of force."

In the meantime, China has agreed to talks rvith
the U.S.A. in Warsarv and the talks have already start-
ed. In fact, these talks tvere expected a year ago; but
they u,ere held up, tl-rough for no particular reason-
The Sino-U.S. talks rvould serve one definite purpose:
they would frighten the Soviet Union into settlement
of the border dispute with China, lest, with some sort
of settlernent with U.S.A., China should prove too re-
calcitrant to the Soviet Union. True, in the event of a
violent clash between China and Russia, the U.S.A.
would not side or sympathise with China; on the
contrary its sympathies might be with Russia; for,
understandably in American estimation, friendship
with Russia at the present moment is more valutrble
and enduring than rvith China. The Chinese might be
friendll' today, but lrorv thel' 11'or",16 behave the next
day is anvbody's guess. Chinese diplomacy is at its
lowest ebb, and likely to make more enemies than
friends.

The American willingness to resume talks rvith
China, is obviouslv motivated by the idea of reducing
Chinese pressure in South-East Asian countries. After
its nggress-ive uch'enturc agairrst Inclia in October 1962,
China has becclme a ntenace to tlre countries which lie
<xr the periplrer'1'. tlnited States u'ants China to behave'
reasonably rvell not only witlr its neighbour countries
but also s'ith otl.rer countries of Asin and Africa. The
success of Chinese talks r,vith U.S.A. is bound to have
health-v effect on the Chinese relationship with other
countries.

But obviously, Russians 'rvould not appleciate thc
Arrerican rnotivcs in theil trrlks s'ith the Chinese. Thel'
s'crrlcl like thc. relations betu'een Ll.S.A. ancl Cltir.ra
pennanentll' strained so that (lhina faces trvo ettetnies
at thc sanre tirnc.

Tnsl.rit<. of thr' fl r'rilrk' polic'r' thlt lirrssil Iras rrtlolttccl
irr its border talks rvith China, it does not appear tlrat
(llrina rvotrlcl responcl u'ith tl .t' sanre flexibilitr'. The

(()otrlirtut'tl orr,;xigr,5)
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BAI/K Nj11'IONALISAT/ON-Contirtucd lronr pugc I
The Srrprerne Court then saicl: "We are therefore

unable to hold that the challenge to the validity of
the provision for acquisition is liable to be tested only
on the ground of non-compliance rvith Art. 31(2).
Article 3I(2) requires that property nrust be acquired
for a public purpose and that it must l>e acquired
under a lar.v rvith characteristics set out in that Article.
Formal compliance rvith the conditions under Art.
'31(2) is not sufficient to negative the protection of the
guarantee of the right to property. Acquisition must
be under the authority of the law and the expression
'law' means a law which is within the competence
of the Legislature, and does not impair the guarantee
of the rights in Part III. We are unable, therefore, to
agree that Arts. l9(f )(f) and 31(2) are mutually
exchrsive."

On the point of compensation the Supreme Court
lays dorvn the following principles: "We are unable
to hold that a principle speciffed by the Parliament for
determining compensation of the property to be
acquired is conclusive. If that view be accepted, the
Parliament will be invested with a charter of arbitraries
and by abuse of legislative process, the constitutional
guarantee of the right to compensation may be
severely impaired. The principle speciffed must be
appropriate to the determination of compensation for
the particular class of property sought to be acquired.
If several principles are appropriate and one is selected
for determination of the value of the property to be
acquired, selection of that principle to the exclusion
of other principles is not open to cl.rallenge, for the
selection must be left to the wisdom of the Parliament.

Corupensation to be detemrinc'cl uucler the Act is for
acquisition of the undertaking but the Act instead of
provicling fbr valuing the entire undertaking as tr unit
provicles for determining the valrre of son're ouly of
the cornpouents, tvhich constitute the unclertaking, and
recluced bv the liabilities. It also provides different
nrethods of detennining compensation in respcct of
each such component. This method for detennining
of conrpen.sation is Ttrinm facie not a method relevant
to tlre determination of compensation for acquisition
of the undertaking. Aggregate of the value of com-
ponents is not uecessarily the value of the entirety of
a unit of property acquired; especially rvhen the pro-
perty is a going concern with an organized business.
On that ground alone, acquisition of the undertaking
is liable to be declared invalid, for it impairs the con-
stitutional guarantee for payment of compensation for
acquisition of property bv law. Even if it be assumed
that the aggregate value of the different components
s'ill be equal to the value of the undertaking of the
named bank as a going concern the principles speci-
fied, in our Judgment, do not give a trlre recompense
to the banks for the loss of the undertaking."

It rvill be seen that the iudgment does in many
rvays create history, laying dorvn as it does broad and
healthy principles on the points of fundamental rights,
and compensation to be paid in cases of compulsory
acquisition. The thanks of the public are due to Dr.
R. C. Cooper ancl NIr. Palkhivala, but for s'hose efiorts
this matter would not have been agitated or presented
u'ith such skill in the Supreme Court.
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Bengal R,eport

f, T the time of writing (f5 Feb.), the UF Ministry
A is still alive. Perhaps it s'ill complete on€ y,s31 rf
its existence. With such a thumbing rnajority in the
Iegislature (218 out of 280) this is no rvonder, and yet
many, including its partners, expected its fall several
times since last October.

The UF started its career v'ith a great anti-Centre
stance, picking on incidents at Dulgapur and Cossi-
pore, but after a sharp behind-the-scene con,fronta-

:' tion with Home Minister Chavan the scene discreetly
t-' shifted to the'home front'.

The UF led by the CPM then got busy in giving
beatings to "enemies" of the UF, namely the Congress
rvorkers, and they so succeeded in it that the
Congress, already isolated, were completely demora-
lised and practically rvent out of the picture.

The police and the administration were taken in
hand. As land vyas being forcibly occupied and indus-
trial managers and directors were being gheraoed and
manhandled, the police either became inactive or
were being beaten up. Their desperate situation
led to anger and these were misdirected cleverly to
overt action in the Assembly on July 31. This gave a
n'onderful opportunity to intervene and undermine
the morale of police officers as rvell as men. Today
the police as rvell as the general administration have
no discretion and are completely manipulated to party
ends, although there is now a confict between the

On e Year's Balance Sheet
Analyst

helpecl this process and a kind of "peace" exists. The
Higli Court's injunctions in hunclreds of land cases
have been respected by ignoring thern completely. The
rural entrepreneurs are sulking and are buying peace
at any price. The rice-mill-orvners are purchasing the
looted paddy, thus increasing the funds of the party
concerned. But the crucial question of rural credit will
raise its ugly head soon enough. Land is not enough
for distribution among the land hungry, and the inevit-
able conflict on this score will begin afresh.

The central stage of the UF governmental experi-
ment was occupied by inter-party relationslrip. Since

June, inter-party clashes have continued unabated.
At ffrst it was expressed at the lorver echelons, in the
districts-land or fishery occupation, school captur-
ing, Iabour troubles. Murders and serious clashes
increased in number. Numbers of incidents increased,
the areas covered widened, middle leadership of
parties also affected, endless discussions rvere held at
State level, forn-rulaes were drarvn up and re&awn,
agreements were arrived at and revised. But the ten-
sion mounted. Nothing could stop it. CPM seemed
to be the major party involved in most cases, but other
parties were guilty as much, as, except the Bangla
Congress, nobody objected to the forcible extension
of party infuence on principle. The CPN4 was at a
greater advantage as it could operate the key minis-

J- partners about those ends. Shuffiing and reshuffiing of tries to serwe its aims. Relations between the partners
\ posts by the Home Mrnister is going on and even fresh got embittered and ultimately the Bangla Congress

- ! recruitment is politically oriented. rvhich had submissively ald passively dittoed till\'' In the initial months the industrywise labour de- September took the initiative i1 criticising the rvhole
r.nands s'ere raised and these rvere {ully backed by trend. Its programme of mass hu'ger-strik!, seemingly
the Government and conceded by the industry. B-ut inefiectivel ..,i, ,.,"""rrful in the seuse that one of thenow the industrial situation is characterised by uF partners st*rck a critical 'ote 

publicly and the
( a ) flight of all new capital-it is estimated that over
500 new units are being set up rry Bengal's industriar- il:Ji9":1t^:t:--tlt-*rtt""t 

respondecl well' A new poli-

ists outside Bengal, (bfclosurls and loJkouts by many t'?,11fi:;:llif[;,r*r"ss 
rvith the strategic position

industries, (c) lack of orders due to fear of inability of Chief Miniiter in its hancls ancl rvith b'ig pop.,la.
to keep to delivery schedules, (d) bitter inter-union backing stoppecl there. It did 'ot krro* n"f,"i to.to
rivalries leading to clashes and murclers, (e) fear ancl rvith itltt c.outa not maintaip its initiatiye. It hacl 1o
fight of the managerial talent, and finally (f ) increas- politicol demand of a positive and concrete nature. It
ing unemployment. . thus got bogged dorvn in ilrelevant controversies. The

In the rtttal areits over 300,(X)0 acrcs lrave been other partie.i u'hicl-r u,ele critical of CPN{ btrt rvere
forcibly occtrpied aud hrrrvestecl ancl in addition nrany icleolofically lllore prone to CPN4 icleas th:rrr the
a small peas:rtit lras ]clst lris lran'est tn irlrnecl rtrrirl Ilangla Cougrcss clid rrot u,rrut to clear the issrre u,itlr
gangs. The policc' ancl magistrates-even the tcmpo- the CP\'I either. Tlrc CP\I, sc:nsing this politicrrl rveak-
rarv mobile ones (sever:rl hur.rdlecls of thenr)-lrave trc.ss ancl r':tscillation of its clitics stuck-to its positior.r



I-rcedont First

*'ith n.rtrclr verllal aggl'essioll and began to trnderrnine
the prestige of the Chief llinister frontalll'.

The politics at the Centte, rvith the Congress split
in trvo, lras plaved its role as rvell. The Prime N{inister
badlv needs the support o[ the CP\I rncmbers of
Parliarnent ancl is therefore not inclined to encourage
Ajoy l\lukherjee an1'more. The CPN{, on its part, has
made it plain that any attempt to disturb the UF
governmer)t even indirectlv rvill mean severe conse-
quences. Therefore Home N{inister Chavan has
declared publicly that larv and order has not broken
clown in West Bengal, in clear contrast to his earlier
concern,

A definite process of satellisation of tlre smaller
parties has already taken place and even the Forrvard
BIoc, the Bangla Congress and the CPI will ffnd their
parties divided if the UF government is broken up.
The CPM has demanded fresh elections in such a
contingenc)/ and it is quite likely that in many consti-
hrencies the elections will not be free.

The CPM has within one year grown tremendously.
It has a rnembership of nearlv 30,000, associate
membership of nearly 65,000 and a para-military
volunteer corps of 110,000 apart frorn 500,000 of Kisan '
Sabha membership and trade union, student, youth
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and rr,onrerr rnenrberslrip of another. 200,(X)0. Thus.
todav it can field at least 350,000 to 400,0fi) on a para-
militarl' basis, holding key positions in industry, trans-
polt, communications, government, and out of the way
serni-liberated mral areas. Another 10O,000 can easily
be aclclecl if other satellite parties u'ho are rnore ex-
trernists are countecl.

The CPlv'I thinking todav is increasingly based on
the militaristic concepts of revolutionary struggle,
against the might of the Centre, and it conceives of the
strategic positions in the Ministry or in the pallia-
rnentary frunt as rnerely contributory to that struggle.
Considered frorn this angle, the CPIvI in West Bengal
has come out in fying colours in terms of Leninism,
in the race for leadership with other Communist
grorips, in this centennial year of the birth of that
great strategist.

The State has been rveakened, the other political
parties have been denuded of their sting and counter-
attacking or mobilising power, the revolutionary party
has been entrenched, its base rvidened, its revolution-
ary consciousness increased, its discipline emphasized
and its supen'isory cadre trained and tuned. This is
the net balance in one year.

February 15, 1970

(Continued from page 5)
very fact that the Chinese have demandecl that the
Soviet Union must first acknowledge that it rvas in
illegal occupation of thousands of miles of Chinese
territory seized by force bi' the imperialisrn of Czarist
Russia is au inclication that the Chinese are out to put
impossible conditions. The Clrinese are not sueh inro-
cents as to irnagir.re that the Soviet Union would make
such a confession. It is fairly certain, therefore, that the
Chinese are not willing to settle their border dispute
rvith Russia at least for some time to corne.

It is imperative that in sucl-r a situation, India must
consiclel the possibilitr' of starting its orln clialogue
u'itlr China so thiit the tensions betrveen the t*'o
countries could be eased to sorne extent. While the
U.S. is slrou'ing its u'illingness for talks rvith China,
there is no reason rvhy India should adopt a rigid
attitude. India's flexibility in this respect rvill at least
serve one prlrpose: it rvill put a check to the windfall
Pakistan is having by its friendship with China at
India's expense.

It is tlut tlrirt it is n<lt certain tlrat Clrina rvoulcl
lesponC to lnclia's gesture; it miry el'en rnistake this
gestur(' as a slgn of India's militan' rvealeress. In that
cirse, Inclia n.rust let Chinir knou' tl.rat it s'ill go ahead
u,ith recognitior-r of the Taiwan l'egime as represeuting
tire rvhole of China and take necessarv follow-up
actions. This u'ill put China in its proper place and
make it realise the consequences of India's recoqnition
of the Fonnosa regirne.
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violence and the American Negro. There is the definite
rneaning ancl significance trttached to it in the
Ganclhian concept of Satyagraha, both in its basic
philosopliy and da1.1e-6lay practice. This differs from
certain other concepts of non-violence, in particular
those of the pacifists. The appeal of SatEagraha is
rooted fundamentally in fove and truth; its efiect,
therefore, is bound to be very limited in a society
rvhich consiclers both love and truth bad for business,
and u'here business is all-important.

Tlre techniqte of. Satgagraha can be separated from
its philosophy. N{any in the Indian National Congress,
in fact, accepted it only as a technique and not as a
creed. The ethos of Indian culture provided, no doubt,
an ideal condition for its slrccess, although both Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan and N{artin Luther King used it
effectively. Both, however, were men of deep religious
faith.

In spite of the fact that conflicts in the world have
sharpened and multiplied, Satgagraha has not become
a popular rernedy for their solution-not even in India.
In the U.S.A., for instance, rvhere the constitutional
guarantee of equality for all men, the avowed Christ-
ian faith of the vast majority of the citizens, and their
sensitir.ity to public opinion at home and abroad,
should make it an ideal technique for vindicating the
rights of the Negroes. The advocates of Black Porl'er,
impatient rvith the meagre results so far achieved,
l-rave discarded it. What happens, asks Stockley
Calmichael, its rnost articulate leader, rl'hen power-
less conscience meets conscience-less porver? And he
replies that a "nou-r'iolent approach to civil rights is
an approach tlrat black people cannot afiord and a
Iuxurv s'hite people do not cleserve". This is all the
r.nore clisappointing because Gancllri gained lris ffrst
victory for Satyagralro in South Africa against humili-
ating racial discrimination. The N,Iahatma s'ould pro-
babll' 1splt u'ith a srnile that no conscience is alto-
gether without power, and no society can survive for
loug rvithout conscience. He u'ould perhaps add that
SaQlagraha has the power not only to vindicate the
Negrocs but also to recleem the \4/lrites.

The book could have ftrlfillecl a greater purpose if
it had attenrpted to examine tlre possihilities of a
Gandlrian solution of such ploblenrs s'hiclr torment
-{tncric'irrr soc'ietv and oftcn empt in rccklr.ss r.'iolence.
This, an essential part of tlre book's theme, is missing; it
has becn n.rissecl vew greatl)'by this revieu'er. Perhaps
Dr. Seslraclrari n'orrlcl be stirrecl to acld tlre c'rtxvnirtq
chapter to the next eclition.

Gandhi And The American
Sadhu Singh Dhami

Scen e

QO rnany books lrave been s'ritten about Gandlri,
\./ that if a new book is to have trn impact, it n-mst

have a fascinatingly new approach or an outstanding
Iiterary merit. The book under revie'w* cannot clairn
the latter, although it is written in :r clear, simple, and
in places vigorous style. It has, hovi'ever, the aclvan-
tage of a distinctive approach. The American reaction
to Gandhi over almost fffty years, its changing moods
under fluctuating conditions, ranging from idle curio-
sity to serious commitment, is depicted here with
sympathetic understanding and faithful endeavour
based on extensive research.

To anyone who has lived on the North American
continent during this period, the book must bring
many memories of the American reaction to the
Mahatma-some irritating by their naivity, even folly,
others very exhilerating for their broad humanity and
moral grandeur. Many significant events and tall
personalities arise before one like ghosts of dead
yesterdays and sometimes one is compelled to ask:
rvas it necessary to have such controversies over sirnple
things? One meets in these pages, among others, John
Haynes Holmes, Oswald Garrison Villard, Roger
Baldwin, Norman Thomas, Reinhold Neibuhr, Martin
Luther King, Louis Fischer and Vincent Sheean. Some
of the issues rvhich provoked them to take their
respective stands still vibrate with life, a few, in fact,
are so loaded with emotions that the inner tension
often breaks out in a fury of violence.

The book, moreover, presents its theme in a histori-
cal perspective; Emerson, Walt Whitman and Thoreatr
are brought in u'ith their relevant contribution and
provide some depth to it. A commoll misunclerstand-
ing abotrt the influence of Thoreau's Ciail Disobecli-
ence on Ganclhi is rectified as a result of a meticulous
study. The author shou's that Gandhi found in the
sage of Walden a conffrming rationale Ior Satyagraha,
and not the initial insp.iration for it, as often claimed
even bv serions students.

The basic issue that emerges out of the book is that
of iron-r'iolence." One cl.rapter cleals u'itl-r its
"anatomy"; in another it is comparecl 'rvith pacifistn;
still another gives Neibuhr's argument against Ganclhi;
and tn'o chapters are clevotecl to Gandhian rlon-

I Cnndlti ru'td tlrc Antcriurn >-t'crrc by C.
lishcd b1. Nrrcfiikett Publicatir>ns Ltcl., Slcatcr
Price Rs. 20.
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Sir,

tftHE fetrr that the top-ranking readers of a Journal,r believed to be reliable, might be rnisled by the
various pleas rnade out in R. Muthusrvamy's article
titled "Jarnshedpur Strike-Lessons", in your February
1970 issue (No.213), calls upon me to send in some
contradictions. I am qualified to do so, having been
interested, if not directly' jnyeh,scl, in the Jamshedpur
Labour Nlovernent, during the past rnore than four
decades. I had myself been a 'rvorkerr and had held
offices in some of the local Unions.

N,luthuswarny speaks of "Our industrial-relations
policies and practices, over the past trvo decades". He
is evidently referring to the period since the advent
of political Independence; but he ought to have been
more clear about the contents of the term 'our'. Pro-
bably he means Employers like lr4r. J. R. D. Tata and
the Congress party goverrrmental leviathan that had
been monopolistically ruling ovel the land during the
said period. Or, is he excluding NIr. Tata and such
others, and blaming only the Government?

The "15 per cent membership prescription" had
little to do rvith affairs here. For reasons evident, it
had been the policy here, all along, to recognise Con-
gressite Unions only. And in the event of open rivalry,
collaborationists were given preference over more
militant ones, inspite of the Iatter enjoying a much
better follorving. The policy sometimes went to the
extent of manoeuvring to impose unmistakable "politi-
cal letrclership" of tlre variety mentioned, in prefer-
ence to any other, and also in preference to non-
political and that belonging even to their own'work-
ers'. Recognized Unions here have been mostly rvhat
are technically called Company Unions.

The plea about Communist attempt to take over is
imprecise, puritan and scare-mongering. The last and
ONLY attenrpt s'as NOT "u'itltin ten ,v-ears", but tnore
than eleven 1'ears b:rck. Tlrere was no such attenrpt
this time. As a result of the crushing defeat of 1958,
Labour here is afraid of follorving the Communists
and the latter, in theil turn, are unable to lead. The
'atternpt' this time *,as Congressite (as differentiated
from INTUCite). It is not quite correct to call the
leaders involved as "dissident section of INTUC
urrion". Thel' have succeeclecl onlf iu a very small
measure irr creating rivalry'rvithin one or trvo INTUC
trnions here and that too witlt factional Congressite
political btcking. The strike rvas conclttcted rnostly
bv tenrporirlv StlLrggle Colnrtrittee, the so-c'aJled
U;ritcd Flout oulv plovirlirrg lorrcl sltcaking, tall-
talking leirclers frour out-st;.rtion, n'hicli is a trecessity
in tir.ne of g'ar. After thc. end of tlre stlike. all that
lia.s clirporated. The local Unitc'd Front \\/ils el'elr
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ryorse than the dis-United political Front in West
llengal. Naturalll', there tvas not sufficient efiort for
"positively establishing" alternative leadership. Even
the purpose of "dethroning the existing recognized
union" was not actuallv there. Left Communists are
practicallv non-existent, organizationally, in the local
labour field, and the Samyukta and Praja Socialist
unions are only paper organizations, apart from being
faction-ridden. Taking advantage of the atmosphere
created by Indira Gandhi, it rvas rather local Congress-
men rvho brought about the United Front, for self-
aggrandisement, i.e., because they in themselves had
not the capacity to provide the whole of the gla-
moLrrous leadership necessary. Right Communists
were there merely because they did not want to get
'isolated', as the theory goes. The Strike was actually
controlled by lvfastans (strong men)-or Dadas, as
they are called at Bombay-among the 'workers'
themselves, u'ho had the capacity, rvhen needed, even
to throw out professional leaders. So, if it was an
attempt at all "to take over trade-unions in a cmcial
industrial centre", it rvas Factional Congressite, rather
than Combined Communist.

Simply because the Strike was continued after
'substantive' demands had been conceded (notably,
through stooges ), does not make it 'politically-motiva-
ted'. Counter-acting imposed, unwanted, leadership
does fall rvithin trade-unionism itself. Demand for
rvithdrarval of charge-sheets and suspension orders is
as much a trade-unionist demand as tlnv other-ratl.rer
more so, in vieu, of the basic issue of victimization.
Victimization has been one of the foremost motives of
industrial employers in India, and 'outside' leader-
ship is therefore an important need of the Indian
Trade Union lr4ovement.

So the facts-at least so far as Jamshedpur is con-
cerrned. Providing recognition onlv to a Nlajority Union
is just cornmon sense. \\rhen that is not done volun-
ttrrily', legislation is certainly called for; much harm
has rather been done already through 'voluntarism'.
The Employers, in collaboration rvith the Government,
have refused to deal rvith Unions chosen, rightly or
wrongly, by the 'workers', and so have made those
ine$ective.

Eighth Avenue
Jamshedpur
!)tlr Fcbrrrarl l9T()

\Ir'. l\Irrtlrrrs',,. :t:ni .,r-r'itc s:

N. K. Sexe

Editor, The Dentocrut

l\lr. Sauc hiis lrot diilcrcd from tnv article as far as

the sirbstirntir.c nart is conceurc,cl. FIc is one rvith mc'
thirt a urajolit..' rrnion must be elected as re,presentative

Strike In Jamshedpur
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Search For Truth
Padma Bhavnani

ANLY One Ycaro is not an apologia for Svetlar-rir
v Alliluyeva's defection from the Soviet Union. She
neecls none. She has lrroken as'av from Conrnrunisrn
once and fol all.

After she left Russia, rvhilst in India, she took ir
decision that "there can be no return". This however,
was not the idea with rvhich she had obtained per-
mission from the Kremlin to come here. Slre faithfully
searches her mind and examines herself frorn :rll
aspects. It is a book of self-analysis. Consequently it
is a fashback to her entire life since the first event that
left an indelible mark on her life, narnely, the death
of her mother when she was six.

She rvas, like everyone else in the U.S.S.R., brought
up and educated in Communism. There was no getting
away from it. The pathetic reality, lrowever, of numer-
ous incidents so movingly referred to in the book could
not but generate a feeling of revolt in one whose emo-
tions and feelings were akin to those of tlie mother,
rvho believed that one cannot live "by bread alone",
and whosc outl<.lok vvas diametrically opposed to that
of the father who never believed in the existence of
God,

The cruel discovery of her motlrefs cleath having
been a suicide or murder, realisation of the fact tlrat
the life of any man in the Soviet Union depended upon
one word from her father, cognition of the fact that
theoretical Marxism and Communisrn which she hacl
studied had nothing rvhatsoever to do with the actual
conditions in the U.S.S.R., rvhere "secret police resem-
bled the German Gestapo and its social aspect s,as
some strange hybrid" appear to have rnade her brain
throb. One feels the same pang, the same grief, the
same ernotion she describes in simple spontaneous
prose.

(Continued from page 10)

runion rtncl lcgislation is called fol to aclric.r'c this
objective. This is exactly the point I nlade in m;'
article rvhen I stated that the rvisl.res of all rvorkers rnust
be ascertirined in determining a representative union.
My reference to our industrial relations policies and
practices rvas in this context and the word'our' contains
everyonc concerned with good industrial relations. Mr.
Sane should be happy that both myself and the Frec-
clom First have already advocated this line and are
supporters of tlre secret ballot systeur ernbracing all
rvolkers to clroosc tlte rcprescntative trnion, with thc
trnion given sttrtrrtory rights.

As reg:rrcls the other remarks of Mr. Sirne, rvhilc
appreeiating his point of vierv, I rvorrlcl onlv sav
that the article has not rnadc out llnv case as he
presulnes to think ancl it was concerncd only rvith the
plactices ns thev exist todal'.

Her book cvideuces a sealch for truth. The process
is both difficult antl painful. It is rnore difficult for a
sensitisecl llersor] like Svetlana to break with the past
knorving as she did that therc u'oulcl be no going
birc'k, at the sarne time realising that another oppor-
ttrnity would not come her rvay again. Hence the hesi-
tation to take a final decision. Once however, she dis-
covered the Truth she has the courage to stick to it
rvith a pious hope that this decision would not jeopar-
clise the lives of her trvo children.

The arrest of close relatives and friends, the knorv-
ledge that intellectuals who had brought fame to their
country rvere made to live like recluses, forbidden to
go abroad, forbidden to rneet even in N{oscow inno-
cent foreigners, living under the strictest supervision,
with no one hearing of the nlrmerous 'secret prizes'
and decorations they had received, the exploitation of
Jervs rvhen it suited the Party, all these are vividly
brought before the reader's mental eye. These and
other such incidents with rvhich the book abounds
creirtecl a revolt in her mind.

When she speaks of pain, anguish and agony or of
parental joy she shorvs restraint. Her feelings towards
her father at the time of his death are contradictory.
She had learnt of the sharp difierences betq,een Lenin
and Stalin. Stalin developed to its furthest lirnits all
that he had inherited frorn Lenin. Stalin's 'collective
farming' had nothing to clo rvith Lenin's 'co-operative
planl. She \{'as also aware that most people considerecl
him a friend. She experienced pain and relief together.

T'he condemnation of Stalin after his cleath was near
universal. She decided to adopt her mother's name to
dissociate herself from Stalin, and Stalinism.

In the years of Khrushchev, some liberties and the
Twentieth Congress of the C.P.S.U. had, as Svetlana
says, done much for her generation. But all this died
with the fall of Khrushchev. The collective leadership
of the Triumvirtrte-Kosygin, Brezlurev ancl lVlikoyan,
headecl by Suslov, follorved the line of Stalinisrn.
History began to repeat itself. The artistic element
was curbed and was considered the most'restless'. The
life of intellectuals has not altered. They still have no
hope of a freer trnd brighter future. The Kremlin
refused to register her marriage to Brajesh Singh, an
Indian Communist. She could not take her dying
husband to India when he so desired. All this destroy-
cd hcr faitlr in Comrnunism and all that it stood for.

She has becrr through variecl experiences since slrc
cntered the American Embassy in New Delhi rvhich
she has enclulecl rcmarkably, Hel ncu' friends, her nc"v
frc'edom, g'ill in the vcars to come lrclp hcr fulffl lrcr
mission,

o C)nly C)nc )'cur l>y Svctlanir .\lliltrl'cvir; 'l'rirrrslittcd b1, I'aul
Clravcharatlzc, lltrtc'ltinsorr & Cr-r.'35slr.
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With Many Voices
"The deep

lvloans round with many voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too iate to seek a newer world."

Our Constitution airned at making India the land of
opportunity; our politicians have converted it into
a land of opportunism. They have made socialism the
opiate of the people.

-N. A. Palkhivala, Opinion, February 3.

If a Nobel prize were available for patience under
every indignity, it should be arvarded to Shri Ajoy
Mukherjec, Chief lr{inister of \\/est Bengal.

-Swuraiga, February 14.

Yesterday it rvas the topless rvonders in the social
rvorld. Today it is the topplers in political life.

-Frank N{oraes, Indian Erpress, February 16.

To the Editor,
Fumoou Ftnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Servrce.

I27, N,iahatma Candhi Road,

Bombay 1.

Please enrol tne as a subscriber fo Fnerporr Frnsr'

I remit the anrural subscription of Rs. 5.00

Name: .

Adtlress:

Signature

Regrstered No. NIH 272

-Tenngson.

Illoocl clebt s'oulcl be repaid irr full rvhen the tinre
comes.

-A. K. Gopalau, N{arxist MP., Stutcsnan,
February 19,

Economic brinkmanship is rvhat this country needs,

-Asoka Mehta, Statcsrnan, February 19.India had seen a mushroom growth of "all kinds of
socialists lately"-birthday socialists, fcstival socialists,
conference socialists, procession socialists and week-
end socialists.

Nath Pai, Times of lnd.ia, February 6.

Nationalisation of banks has been N{rs. Gandhi's
raging commitment and also her blazing political
talisman.

-The Econonic Times, February ll.

West Bengal is in the hands of a violent mobocracy,

-March of the Nation, FebruarY 14.

have a strangleJrold on students'
Banaras, Allahabad, Lucknorv and

-Free Press Bullctin, February 20,

Political parties
associations in the
other universities.

The plea that tlre socitrl goals set out in the Consti-
tution cannot be retrlised in irccordance rvith the pro-
visions of the Constitution is a mere alibi.

-Jtrstice Hegde of the Supreme Court, March of
the Nation, February 21.

National leadership depends for its authority not ou
the will of the people but on its alliance with regional
barons,

-Durga Das, Econotttic Tintes, February 24.

Inclustrialisation at its best hreecls Hippics.

-Northcotc Parkinson, lncliurt Express,
FebruarY 25.

Forcign aicl has a great future-belriud it.
-tl.S. Congressrnan quoted in Opinion, January 27.

I clon't knon, rvho is not a socialist in this country
today.

-Ja),aprakaslr Nnrayirn, Statcsnnn, January 31.

ll'hc oldcl I gt.I tlrt. rttot't' ] jrrclgc pt.oplr, by tlrt'ir'
cltalactcl an<l not ll, tlrcil iclens.

-lau'aharltrl Nehru cluoted lly Anclre l\{ah'aux in
Atil i-)Ictttoirs

l
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