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Where do we go from here ?

. V. B. Karnik

HI.LECTIONS will be over in the next few days. It
a .ir to be hoped that they will give the couutry a
stable govelnment. A nurnber of social and economic
changes,are essential, but they ryill not take place and
even if they take place they will not abide unless there
is a stable govemment. A stable government is the
supreme necessity of the hoilr.-

On this occasion, the elections had assumed or wel.e
made_to- assume a peculiar importance. They were
regarded as an expr.ession of a vote of confidence in
or a vote of no-conffdence against the Prime Minister,
N{rs. Irrdira Gandhi. She became the central figure
of :rl1 agitation and propaganda. The opposition
parties began the game by concentrating all their
criticism against her and holding her and her alone
responsible for all tl-re misfortunes that have befallen
the-cou-ntry.-\Irs. Indira Gandhi continued the game
bv holding herself out as the one and only ,"iio,r.
of the countn- and of clemocracy and socialism. This
\\:as a verl' undesirable clevelopment as it is out o,f
this tvpe of propaganda, both for ancl against, that
a persorialitv cult develolts rvhic'h is inimical to the
grr;u tlr ol rlcrrroc.r'irc;'.

Ancither disquieting feature of the election cirm-
paign rvas the luricl light in rvbich the contesting parties
painted one another. Tlie opposition parties were more
to- blame in this respect than othels. Th"y paintecl
\{rs. Gandhi ancl the-Congress(R) as thc enemy of
dernocracl' and as leading the country in the clirection
of cornrnnnisrn aucl as making it a sitellite of Russitr.
The elder statesman, il,Ir. Rijagopalachari wrote in
Iii.s trsrral colrrmn in Su;arairla: "If the prime Minister
should receive rvhat she calls a 'mandate from the
people' to carry otit lier plans, the nation u,ould bc
serrding justicc, freeclorn, the authority of the Supreme
Court ancl tlre Constitution to the slaughter house".
Thesc aro very strorrg t'ords. They u'ere written after
tlrc Conglcss(lt) had ptrblished its election rnernifesto
rvhicli contrririccl not a rvord of scrappirrg the Consti-
ttrtion or rrnclcrmir.ring the atrthority of the Strpr.cnrc
Court. The statenicnt ciilt lrc regarcled trs iin iirclica-

tion of the deep feelings tlut the election had aroused.
Retaliating, the Prime Minister and her sirpporters
painted the opposition parties as reactionariei and as
enemies of the poor and the op1:ressed.

This type of propaganda leaves no, room for an
intellig-ent_ choice. Carried away by the alarmist pro-
paganda the voters rush to register their votes agalnst
the Prime lvlinister and her party or, disbelieving it,
they crowd around her and her party to defend tf,em
from the vicious attacks of tlieir-opponents. Thii'
atrnosphele is not conducive to the p"opet function-
ing.of a^{ernocrir_cy. In an election 1n a democracy
the bonafides of all parties must be accepted. The only
exception- to this general rule can be only those parties
of the riglrt or the left which are on principle ofpored
to democracy and rvork for its subversion] Exclit for
those parties, all others must be credited rvit-h the
desile to work for the good of the people according
to their lights but rvithin the framework of demol
cracy. Then alone voters can make an intelligent
choice between par.ties ancl their programm€s. In-this
election that opportunity was ae"iea to the large
majority of voters.

Another alanning featur.e u'as the eruptiou of viol-
ence which took place during the election campaign
in many parts of the country. Bengal lias been tlre frot
bed of violence for. ntanv months.-During the election
campaign it assumecl a particularly vicious character.
A number of political r.vorkers, including a couple
of persons contesting tlie election, were murdered in
cold blood. This abnor.rnal situation prevailed, no
cloubt, only in Bengal. IJut in other pai.ts also there
was a certain amount of violence. It rvill be difficult
any day to -say definitely how election in any place
was vitiated by violence. Sometimes violence fias a
contr-:rry effect, as lrappened in \,{anlpal, where a
Chief Minister u'as clefeated by a big mirgin because
his supportels committed some acts.of vid-lence, llut;
u'hatever thc result, it is rnost undesirable that viol-
ence shotrlcl play any purt in a democratic election.
If democracy_ is to survive elections must take placejn ir frce and fair rtanlter and without the slightest
tlace of violence or intimidation. All democrat.s mrrst
trnitedly condemn the acts of yiolence that took
place in this election and endeavour to keep the
future elections scrupulously free frorn them.

The election led to the fragmentation of all parties.
On <;nc side s'as the so-callecl national clemocratic
alliancc, u'liosc onc ancl orrly objective was to topple
NIrs. Canclhi. It brougirt together a conglomeration
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of parties with widely divergent ideas and pro-
grantmes which on€ of its principle advocates was
cornpelled to characterise as "unprincipled". The
alliance developed rnany cracks since it rvirs formed
and is unlikely to surv'ive the election. On the other
side rvas defection mostly into the ranks of tbe
Congress(R) which took place in many cases for
reasons no more honourable than real or fancied self-
interest. 'Ihis has reduced all parties to shambles and
most parties are now no more than cornbinations of
ambitious politicians out to retain or capture power.
In a rvay the developnrent rvas inevitable and need
not be regarded as a setback to democracy. The hope
entertained by many of the emergence of a two-party
system lias proved as immaterial as a dream. Equally
irnrnaterial has been the hope of poiarisation. The
political and social situation"is'so mixed- and confused
that it cannot be tackled on the basis of the conven-
tional left and right alignment, The country will have
many parties, both national and regional rvhich can-
not be regarded as left or right. There rvill be many
shifting alliances betu'een them. In acldition there rvill
be manf individual shifting from one party to another
as occasion dernands. This is a fact of the Indian
political situation q'hich every dispassionate observer
must accept.

The fragmentation of political parties rnav prove a
blessing in disguise. It s'ill enable independent public-
spirited individutrls to come to the forefront and take
their proper place in shaping ancl influencing national
policies. They ri'ill be above the vulgar stmggle
for po'rver. Being disinterested, their onlf interest *-ill
be national interest. Thel' can. therefore, look at all
problems frorn a detached point of vies' and suggest

:'.C::rt!, .l ."] l i

measures necessary {or their solutiori 1q;l 1';5,,;- ,1.; ;.
their implementation. Even if a fel ni,'i, ,i *'.,. : -,
are returneC to Parliament they rvill ci.r.,,-,;:., ' .
political sitwttion in the country. The e.r-iu;; 1,.i',, ni r ."

be then buffeted betlveen the forces .ri ,l ' ,-.1

the lefi ol between the forces of n,, ', ,

ism and militant nationalism but u-iil ri:,. . i . ;

straight in the direction of social pro6icsr;
Social progress is a term which can i,, , :::!ril

rneanings. tsut if everybody will no| iir:;r'i ,. ,;j .

acceptance of his meaning lock, stocl: i'::,:' , ''
rvill not be impossible to evolve a ci:rscrr: : ,

will be acceptable to all. The electii;: ,1y1t;::1 . '. i'

ail democratic parties will, if thr,.. ,ri L

examined, yield such a consensus. Dr-rri'.; ,!,. , 1 : :..
campaign it may have been necess:ii,., i, ii
clifferences both'1vtth regird"to'-the tr:bjcctir'r ' ilt !1 .: i:
as the means to be adopted for reaching ii. 'i'i,ri rii'r:ii
llot continue after the election. After the electiorr. ihc.
attempt should be to discover agreement and siiljia-
riti.es so that all those who are elected, rvhaf.evcrllt:i;
partlz, can work.together for the benefft 6g 1lj;i p()cirle.
India is at a stage rvhere she can ill a$ord the cc.isi'ani
struggle for power between a party or am alliu;r';i, r'i
parties in porver and parties and groups in il;,,iri,: iir,ii,.
What is needed is common effort by all tc i,eil '.ii,:
country move forward.

Whatever, therefore, the result of the s.ir;,:'ii,;r.
parties rvedded to democracy and frei'tL,ri: r;i,i{,:
renlise that they have many things ir {;ii,:,i,,r, 'r, .,,..
that, s.hether in porver or in oppositiorr. tl:,:';" :,r:,risi

x'ork together if they are to serve the couri.i'r,. j.'hirr:

is s'here rve must go from here.
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A F'a rewell To Real Politics?
Arvind A"

1T has become all too clear by now that although
r every political party was expecting a snap poll,
none was really prepared for it. This is reflected in the
manifestos o,f almost all political parties. The only
rvords I can think of to describe the manifestos are
"unimpressive", "disappointing" and "innocuous".'flris
may be due to the poll assuming the character of a
referendum. But what worries a serious student of
affairs is an attempt by almost all the political parties
to avoid real politics and issues. The question to be
posed is whether this natiou is really, interested in,
doing great things in politics. One gets an impression
that it is not. Our politics gives one a feeling that one
is not watching a flowing river but a stagnant pool. Be
that as it may, I will endeavour to divide the manifestos
into three broad trends indicating certain strategies
of growth. These trends are:

( a ) The statist or socialist, moderate left economic
strategy;

( h ) fhe Anti-statist, anti-communist, partly liberal,
partly Gandhian and partly conservative
strategy;

(c) The extreme lcft ancl Communist strategy.

Fol the sake of claritv and simplicity, I rvould place
the Congress(R) and the PSP manifestos under the
first categon', the Congress(O). the Srvatantra, the
Jitna Sanqh and to sorne exteltt the SSP under the
sec'ond categorv and both the Comn.runist parties
es1>eciirllv the CJP\I rrnder the thircl.

T-lte Congrcs.s (R)

This manifesto re-ernphasises the Congress party's
comnritments to the accepted goals srrch as a ceiling
on urban property; the recluction of glaring dispari-
ties, speedy' Iand refonns, special rreasrlres to deal
rvith unemployment, abolition of privy purses ancl
privileges and the enltrrsernent of the public sector.

These goals have been elabolatcd in a trvelve point
programme which the partv rvill seek to implernent if
it got a clear mandate frorn the voters.

A clistinguishing feature of the manifesto is the
rrrling part,v's irritation over certain judicial pronouuce-
n-rents which accolding to the party had made it
impossible to implentent the Directive Principles of
the Constitution. The partV rvill, therefore, seek strch
further cpr.rstitutional ren.redies and amendments as are
llecessary to overcorne the impedirnents in the path of
social jtrstice. Tlre mariifesto ho*'ever, eives no indica-
tion o,f the natrrre of arnench'nents crrnternplatecl. Thc
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manifesto says that its aim is property rights for
Iargest nurnber whatever that might rnean.

The party also promises that to enable the private
sector to make its legitimate contribution to the grorvth
of national income and ernployrnent, it will be its
efforts to simplify regulations and avoid delays. The
private sector will be- stimulated to the rnaxirnun extent
possitrle without allowing the emergence of private
monopolies and the concentration of wealth and eco-
nomic power. There is also an assurance to the mino-
rities that the party would contin;ue to protect their
rights and interests.

The party also envisages the control of prices to
ensure supplies of essential commodities at reasonable
rates. It also provides for elementary education to all
children and reshaping of secondary arrd higher edtr-
cation to suit the present needs.

The party promises a stable Governrnent and also
that industries in the public sector will be organised
and rtrn in such a way so as to create resources for
further investment.

The manifesto on the rvhole is frightfully innocuous.
There is complete absence of the ultra-radical stance
that marked the earlie,r phase of lvlrs. Gandhi's nrle.
In fact in regard to property rights, and ambitious
pltrnning the parlv is almost on the defensive.

The Praia Socialist Partg

The Praja Socialist Party seeks a cletrr verdict of the
people on its radical democratic socialist policies u'hich
rvill strive for fundamental structural changes, radical
lancl refonns, effective measrlre to break the strangler-
holcl of monopolr', socialization of tlie commar.rclirrg
lreights of our economv, restoring to Parliament thc
soveleign right to amend the constitution so as to re-
rnove all obstacles in the path of social economic re-
forms and introduction of measures to ensure ec'onomic
eqrrality and social mobilitl'.

Irr practice" all this means notlring verv clifrerent
from vvhat N,lrs. Gandhi has promised. The other trvo
featrrres of the PSP manifesto which deserve mention
are:
(a) its foreign and defence policy and
(h) its solutions to the problem of unemployment.
Thc party while opposing military alliances will not
refuse to jtrdge every international event on its mer.its.
It favor-rrs forging of close links with Asian countries
against Chinese expansionism. The party also feels
that frienclly relations rvith the Arab q'orlcl are corn-
prrtible, with similar relations u'ith Israel. The party
u'orr'lcl :rlso strive to he self-srrfficient in conventional
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as we]l as nuelear weapons starting lr'ith trrctical
riuclear' \\'eapons.

To solve the unempl<-,).'rnent problerns. the PSP u'ill
pLlce greatel emphasis on cottage indirstrles as welJ
as agro-industries and labour intensive techniques. It
rvill undertake a massive progralnme of rurrrl and tu'ban
hotrsing and road construction. It rvill also introduce
unenrplovment benefits and old age pension.

'[ltc Dcnocratic Frorft - Congrcss (O)

The pr-rrties that have been placed under the seconcl
ctrtegorl, have formed a four party alliance and havc
pleclged thernselves to providing the country a Govertt-
rncnt "rvedclt,cl to the cause of political, econornic,
social and secular democrircv, the irrtegrity and. lncle-
llendeuce of our country and speedy economic and
social justice." Tlrey are all agreed that the mirin airn
<;f l\'Irs. Gnndhi's part',' i:; to achievc absoltrte ptlu'er bv
laising sedrrctive slogans to rnisleacl the country atrd
tnke it x11'51'y from tltc clemocrrrtic prrtll,

Tlrc rnirin feilttrres of thc. Congress(O) nranifesto arc:

(a) A finn frrith in a democratic, 'socialist' :ud secul:u'
society;

(b) A finrr faitlt in ftrnclametttal rishts^ inchrding riglrt
to propertv and democratic freecloms s'itli speciitl

(c)
(d)
(c)

(f)

(s)

errrplrasis on the role of the ludic'ian':
Mrrintenirnce of Iaw and order;
A irragrnatic approtrch to planr.ririg;
Sinrplification of licensiug procecltrrcs le-ru'ing thc
grant of licences to a senri-inclepcndcnt lxrirrd:
l{ccluction in cleficit finirttcing atrcl increa.t' of pro-
clrrction of consrrmer ancl othcr goods,
Declease in tlte costs of prodrrction iurtl eco:rotrtv
in qovelnntental expentlitttre as rtteilsllrrs to cltt'ck
piices.

l.{;:t,',!, !r., i :

of at least Rupees one thousand cr',r,, , , , :. '

first five year period.

Some other important features of ihe rriur-',

(n ) A Comrnission orr Civil Rights to l;'
lo<lk into and help correct discriruir.r : '
any section of the people in educati,' :,i

ment and economic activities and errsi, ,.
as.sertion of eqtralitv of opportunitl' ;.- .- , -,

and social life.
(b) It also ernphasises that rnonopoly ha:. ,,, i .. ,'

bated. 'fhe onll' real cure frotn mon+r',', i

encorlragement ancl restoration of :,.,' , ''
Where monopoly conditions cannot i-,r .,. .,

reasonirble amoutrt of regtrlation bcc,..rr,'
sal'y.

It is surprising that the party does not rar rri ij ;',,
on del.'ence and foreign policies. But on the u'lit-rie ti 'is
n':anil'esto read l'ith the Congress(O) manif,-:iiti carr
be said to providc some sort of an rltern'1iiir 1ri rl,r
lrrlinu Coug11-,55 pi11fr,,'5 economic programmc.

'l'ltc BI rttrul itlu !ttttrt Srtrrg/r

Tltc nririu fcatrrres of the Jana Strnglr plogral!i'!ii ',i1.':

(ir) Defencc - l'ccoverv of the Indian terLitor''. r,,.,.'
occtrpiccl by China ancl Pakistan - iir(:rrirsl
strerrgtlr cf tlre annecl forces and manuflir'l'. i,:' t,l
nucleitr \\'eapons;

1b : Indepenclent fbreiglr policy' antl ltilatera! .'iii,r,:r ' s

u'itlr c<lrntries on tlre basis of reciJ;r,r.:,i li'
irttt're'sts. llecognition of T:riu'an lncl inciei:cri-i;.:il',
stirtrrs of l-ibet rin<l Sirrkiang irncl ftrll cliploi.i:,iir
recognitirlu of Isrlel.

l)onrestic policies:

I <'t Enrl>lrirsis on a strong Cctttrc;
rd r ['rrilornr f]ilil Cocle to {:overn las' of rnrr;i', ,',

i rrlrclitirrrc.r' etc'. I

{(') .{grirrirrn llefornrs to (rnsule fixecl tc,tt',rr',', lor'
p('lsants arrtI r:rtionalis:rtiotr of lancl rerir-s. ;, ,;r:;-
tlial I)cvelopnreut rr,itli slrecial ernpi,i:',i. olt
<lt'c'cntralizr,tion. Srvzrdeshi ar.rd Ialrottr in'rt-rr:.:r't'
projccts. No cxparrsion of prrlllic sectcr' , ,.{ i,lt
in pos'r'r, rnincritl oils and defence ii-r'Jrr:,,rrie.s;

fixing of rnirrirnrurt wilge's at lls. 125 irirrl ii h,lris?
i'ol cvt'r'r, farnilr':

( f ) \linirnrrn.r rrsc of loreign capital;
(t) r\bolitiorr of pririlt'gcs ancl privy pul'ses.l'; ,gli

r regotiations.

'l'ltc Sotrttlt*l u Soc'inlist Parltl
The rnarrifesto of tlre fotrrth party rin thr-' ic{)

rrirrrelv the SSP canrt<lt be takcn very seliorrsr! r)ri-
('iulsc sonrcr of its rnain irirrrs and objectives rre con-
lrarv to lroth t]re prirrciples and policies of thr other
tlrlc'c pirlties. All that the SSP rnanifesto cloes r's tn

(Cotrtitrucd otr Ttoga II)

I'hc Srcetanti'a

Thtr Ss'irtlntra Party'hacl liopctl to fight thc't'lcc'tirlns
on al) irgreccl prcgramme of a dernocratic altt'ntirtive
oflelirtg clean trnd gtxrcl Goverutneut ott the basis of
the A.l.C.C.(O) resoltrtion on Trrtrc 2'S. 1.c)7() u,liiclr
tlre ptrt--v along u'ith the lrrna Sanglr hirtl u'c'lcoint'ri
'arrd ac<'e1rtcd.

\\,'ithin tl.e scoire of tlrrrt agrcerl pro{rarnrne thc
Srvatantra P:rrty ernphasises tlre follorving ;roirrts:
(rr) Dcfence o[ thc Constitrrtion, FrrndrrrrrcnLrrl riglris

ancl lillerties;
(b) Nlaintenance of larv ancl ordcr;
(c) Employment - the problem of rrnernplovnrr.nt

rvill be tackled b;v undertaking a rnassi\/c pro-
grarnmc of ptrblic works ancl a pro{ranrrne frlr
provicling rural allcl urltan housing, elc'ctrification,
minor irligation, villagc rotids ctc.

((l) A rlepartr.nent of economic opporttrnitics u,ill bc
acklecl to tlre Government of lnrlirr u'itlr a lrtrtlget
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China And The World
(Contributed)

HE Neru Clina News Agency greeted 1971 withr special reports on the progless of revolution and
the "anti-imperialist struggle" in Africa, Latin Ame-
lica and "Oceania" (Australia and New Zealancl),
though with regard to Asia it gave prominence only to
Communist guerrilla operations in the Philippines dur-
ing 1970. While the groups supported by NCNA were
all presented as "anti-US" and as oppressed peoples
spontaneously revolting against rnonopoly capital,
reactionary authorities and neo-colonialism, many are
no nrore than militant opponents of legitimate govern-
ments. Nevertheless the IfCNA broadcasts under-
lined China's reluctance to cool her revolutionary
ardour in the process of initiating diplomatic ties.
Indeed, Chinese diplomats and other oficials now
returning to posts in Africa and Latin America may
intensify their subversive as well-as legitimate activities
in the hope that contacts with Chinese sympathisers
there will offer a chance of fostering a N4aoisi opposi-
tion.

In Africa, wider diplomatic ties and growing eco-
nomic involvement have brought no diminution in
Chinese acti'i,ities among the "liberation" movements
and, in the independent States, among some militant
opposition groups-despite past rebuffs. In January,
1965, Burundi broke ofi relations s'ith China and ex-
pelled her clisproportionatelv large diplomatic mission
after some of its n.ren.rbers had been accused of interfer-
ing in Burundi's internal affairs and aiding rebels in
neighbouring Congo-Kinshirsa (s'here the Chinese hacl
no representation ). Chinese arms and ammunition s'ere
also discovered in the c<lunir.v. In the Central Africar-r
Republic, all Cliinesc cliplontats, experts alcl IiCNA
correspondents rvere expelled in January, Ig66, after
Peking's liand had been disclosed behind a "popular
army"-said to have been drarvn up to assassinate the
head of State and seize power. Less than two years
later, Tunisia suspendecl relations with Peking because,
according to a, government stzrtement, the Chinese
.Emtassy had disserninated propaganda in a \\'ay
amounting to "consistent interference" in Tunisia's
internal affairs.

Chinese jountalists and tracle officials seem to have
playecl a particularly active subversive rdle in Latin
Arneric;r, n'here China's only full diplornatic mission
lras been in Cuba. By 1960 NCI{A had offices in eight
Latin American countries, but the illicit activities of
thc agency's crlrrespon<lents resulted ir-r tl-re office in
Ecuador being closecl in 1963 ancl the Venezuelan re-
presentative being arrestecl the salne year. After nine
Chinese-tu'o of tlrem NCNA correspondents ancl tl.rreer

members of the permanent trade ofice-had heen
arrested in Brazil in 19M, they were fotrnd to possess
a list of Brazilian generals to be assassinated, literature
on guerrilla warfare and information about a training
camp for guerrillas about 50 miles from the capital.
At the end of 1966 the Mexican authorities arrested
members of a pro-Chinese "Marxist-Leninist lvlove-
ment" u'hich had been receiving funds through the
NCNA office.

By 1970, only two of thc five Peking-stafied NCNA
bttreaux in Latin America-those in Cuba and Chile-
were still functioning, and after'the'death of Gdevara
and the guerrilla setbacks generally, China seemed to
have given up her more ambitious plans to weaken
the United States through the promotion of "people's
wars". But she has not abandoned them completely.

Chinese propaganda continues to report the activi-
ties of the fevi' remaining pro-Chinese parties and
Maoist splinter groups and to highlight all anti-Ame-
rican actions, particularly those involving students and
peasants. In the past few months, publicity has been
given to the Brazilian peasants'struggle, to the "farce"
of the Brazilian parliamcntary elections and-for the
first time in a year-to the operations of the Maoist
Eiercito Popular de Liberacion (EPT) in Colombia.

Follorving the recent improvement in her relations
rvith Cuba and Chile, however, China may prefer-like
tlre Soviet Union-to concentrate on developing ties
through official and semi-official channels. An exchange
of greetings and diplomatic courtesies for Cuba's
National Day in July and a visit to China by a Cuban
friendship delegation rvere follorved by the establish-
nrent of an office of the Cuban ne\\/s agency, Prensa
Latina, in Peking in November. Shortly afters'ards a
Chinese ambassador rvas appointed to Havana ( after a
four-year gap).

Although Peking reacted cautiously at first to the
election of the N{arxist Dr. Allende as President of
Chile in September, it eventually approved his pro-
gramme as "anti-imperialist':, and Chou En-lai, in e
congratulatory telegram, spoke of the Chilean people's
*just struggle against imperialist aggression. . . for the
clefence of national inclependence". The Chilean
Foreign Minister announced on January 5 that his
govemment had decided to recoghise China and that
agreement had been reached to exchange ambassadors
as soon as possible. Other likely targets for Chinese
cliplomatic and other overtures are Peru (which receiv-
ed relief aid from Peking after her earthquake last
year), Ecuador and Bolivia.

Signals from several Asian States-India, Indonesia,
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lr4alaysia, Burma, Japan, the Philippines, Thailand-
that thev rvoulcl u'-^lcome a detente u'ith China in the
n ake of her return to comparative normality have re-
m:riuecl urranslvered, and for the time being Peking
seems to corlsider it more to its advantage to encourage
armed insurrection against most of their governments.
Of the 27 new Chinese ambassadors appointed rvithin
the past 18 months, only six have gone to Asian posts
and one, the envoy to Cambodia, returned to Peking
after the fall of Sihanotrk. The other posts rvele in
cotrntries rvith vdrich China has tr tradition of good
relirtions (Pakistan, Ceylon, Nepal and Afghariistan),
xs^ rvell as North Korea. Similarly, over half the dele-
gations to ancl frorn China in the sanre period came
frorn morc: distant continents, arrd the Asian ones'were"
Iimited to Pakistan, Ceylon, Nepal and Japan, ancl
such Communist neigLrl)ours as North Korea, North
Vietnirrn and the "liberated areas" of Laos. Hostility
torvards the Japanese Goveurment, lrowever, continues.
rrncl the Chinese seem to h:rve little desire tti get oll
speaking telrns rvitb their powerrful neighbour until tlrcr

government irbandons its ties rvith the United States.
Incleecl, as far as most of their non-Cornnruuist neigh-

lrotrrs are concerned, the Chinese leaders are chary of
offering relations of "peaceful coexistence" at present,
cviclentlv setting greater s;tore by promotion of militirnt
Conrmrrnist regimes ancl disrtrption of pro-Ar.neric:an
ones. 'I-hus rvith regarcl to Inclia, Brrmra, Thailancl.
Liros, Canrboclia, the Philippirres. \{alaysia and Singa-
pore, Pcking's approach concentrates on supporting
C<lnrrnrrnist grrerlillirs rrncl inc'iting clissiclent nirtionirl
mir.rorities to join thern.

A grxxl deal of \Itroist propargancla is also circulirtecl
in Sing:rp<-rre thr<lugh :r varietv of channels itnd, ucc.or'-

<ling to the Incloue.sirln rlmly' joru'nal, C'liri.i, ou l)ect,nr-
ber 28, some of this is n<xv being snruggie-tl into lrrclo-
nesiir and distributed anroug tlie villages. C'lrrr.s corn-
plainecl that Inclonesia s,as lrccorning tr "battlegrouncl"

in the propagancla *'ar betu'een lVftlscow and Peking.
rvitlr both sides scekiug to lestor€l sorne inflrrencc rvitlr
the rnasse.s. Btit though tlie Chinese contpetr: u,itlr
\{oscou' for the loyalty of the local Commrrnist Parties
lnd denounce Soviet efiorts to gain a foothold in Asi:r,
they a1>pei'rr unrvillir.rg a.s u,ell as rrnable t<l mntch VIos-
cou"s exarrple irr rn<lst countries in r^ceking to crrtencl
their influence through tracle ancl aid ancl by sliol,ing
tlre flag.

Pakistan and Chir-ra remar'n opposed to a Soviet-
inspired security systern and N4oscorv has a sizeablc
tosk in seeking to extend ties rvitl.r Pakistan at Clrinrt's
expense. Presiclent Yahya Klran u'irs offerecl further aicl
u4rile visiting N,Ioscorv in Jrrrre, lg70, ancl under a nen'
five-r'ear agreement effective frortr J:tntrarv l, Ig71.
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Soviet-Pakistan trade is to be expanded and diversified.
I\,Iosco'rv also supplies arms to Pakistan in rivalry with
China, despite Indian objections.

The Chinese, ,,r'ho had rece.ived the Pakistan Presi-
dent in Pbking shortly before the election, reported it
rvithout comment. But they clearly do not intend to lei
their airtagonism to all "bourgeois" forms of democracy
damage their ties with Pakistan. The 200 million dol-
lars of aid promised during tire President's visit for
Pakistan's next Five-Year Plan s'ill make the Chinese
contril ution to the econom)/ comparable with that of
the Soviet Union. The inclusion in the Pakistan dele-
gation of the head of the joint Chief of Stafi Secretariat
and the Director of Munitions Production also points to
a,fulther military,aid agreemer.rt.

Afghalistan has a common border with China ancl
the Soviet Union, and both Cornmunist Powers have
considerable aid projects as u,ell as tlade agreements
there. The Soviet Union i.s also active on tl.re cultural
and edrrcational fronts. Thc. trl>sence of any forrnal
political parties (irll rnerr.rbers electecl to the Afghan
parliarner.rt starrd as independents) has meant that
Afghtin Nlarxists cornrnittrd to lr{osco*'or Pekir-rg hirve
l:ormecl unofficial gloupings rvhich tuln rnainlv tou'ards
the student population for support. Reports suggest
that the Nlaoists hrrve also increased their student f<ll-
lolr'irrq in the past six months, bringing this up to the
stre'ngth of the \loscos' s1'rnpathisers.

In \eprrl. China has e'rpk;itecl rccent stririns in lrrdo-
\ep:rli relations. rr'ith -\(l-\--{ rrsir.rg thc' bilurteral uegrl-
tiiitirin-s bet'rveen Inclia ancl \epal on ntutual tracle.
.irrd trari.sit rls ilt) oppoltrrrriti' fr;r rrnti-Incliirn proprr-
girrrcl:r. Dissatisfaction irr sclrools iuicl \c,pal's pr.oximitr.
to tlrt' -\laoist \itxalitc iusrrrgrrrts iu \\'c:st Rengal also
gi., r's (llrinrr u clli.nce to reinforce her orvn irrfluence-
l',rrstclr.r \c'pll hits u'itncssi'rl grou'irr{ actir.itv ltt' Ieft-
rlirtg t'xtrentis^ts, lrnrl lc'llolts travc erner.ged of \,{ao's
tlrought bc:ing proptigated in sclrools in thc+ ar.ea and ol
chilclren being trrrne<l agitin.st tiic:ir nrlu-Cornrnuuist
i)ar(fnts. The lack of llolitical par-tic-s, as irr Afghani-
stan, rneals that stuclc.nts trnd yorrng people ofier the
bc'st breeding grotrnd for Cornnrunist doctrine, The
present oflice-bealers in tlie Tribhuvan Univer-sity,
Strrder.rts' Union in Kathrnanclu are N{ao-sympathisers.
anrl led a stuclent strike there in September.

Cltinir riorv pror.iclcs alrorrt oue-sixtlr of Nepal's
total foreign aid-thorrgh lrer <,ontr.ibrrtiorr rernaini far
less than Inclia's. China's projccts in Nepal include a
tannery arrcl slroe factort', a lrlrlro-electric scheme ancl
a brick ancl tile frrctorv, lrr.rt lrer rnost strbstantial under-
t:ikinq is in btrilding roatls. Nevertlreless the highrva\.
ltctr"'een Katlrmanclu arid Tibet m:ty bc of less irse to
Ncpal than to Chinir sinc<: there is little econornir:
actir.itv in the arc'a it sen.es.

i;
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Two Seminars A Report
(A Participant)

rII{E Leslie Sawlrny Programme of Training for
f Democracy and the Friedrieh-Naumann-Stiftung,
\\/est Germany held in Bombay in the last week Jf
I)ecember, a three day seminar on "The Widening
Gup". Discussion leaders and participants in the
Serninar included Prof. P. T. Bauer of the London
Scirool of Economics and Political Science, Mr. M. R.

Masani, lvlr. G. L. lvlehta, Dr'. F. A" Mehta, Mr. A. D.
|"ioddie, Prof. B. R. Shenoy, Prof. Baljit Singh, Prof. A.
Da,s, Prof. lvl. V. Namjoshi, Mr' Ram Singh, Mr. N' K.
gopgrl!,,N'h'. C. L. Gheevala, Mr'. K ,M th!"1?.Pp,1,
Prof. J.I. Laliwala and Prof. G. G. Gadgil. The seminar
discussed the problems of planning for development
and the role of Government in developing countries
and the difierent aspects of the Widening Gap.

Considering the wide vaJrety of the personal g1P9

lience, backgrounds and viervs of the twenty partici-
pants who included econonrists, public m-en' journal-
ists, professionals and management men, though there
l,as iraturally no ttnanimity 11" <legree of agreement

that lvas for:thcoming on certain fundamental issues

rvas highly encouraging. It rvas generally agreed that
the prdblems of developing countries had yet to be

propirly identified and that there rvere no simple
ilns\\'ers to them.

The Seminar hacl a highlv illtrminating cliscrtssiotr on

the concepts of 'viciotrs circle of povertl" antl tlre
'rvidening gap' betn'een nations. It u'as clear that in
qeneral lr.-t"nt povertv did not represelrt a funda-

irrental barrier to econornic proqress and that the thesis

of the 'vicious circle' could not be tnacle a llasis for
rrlguing the necessitv of comprehelsive plar.rninS or of
r,,i,..sitc interu:rtiotlal aid. It ri'rrs also seen that itt vit'ri'
of very rapid rnateriill Progress in a large rlttnlber of

1:oor nations-one corrlc'l not n.reaningfulll' talk aborrt

a rvidening gap betu'eer.r the rich and the poor' It s'i.rs

nrrrch tretteito concerltrate on the reasons behind the

lroor perforlnance of cert:rin specific e-^onomies (e'g'
inclia, Indonesia, Blrrma or llrazil) lr4rich tended to

rrrrll clown the 'average' perfonnauce of- the develop-

ing 
""ononlies. 

T'here was a ltrrge measure of agree-

rnJnt that neither cornprehensive planning nor inter-
national aicl is either necessary or sufficient for
errstrt ing lapid et'onomic progress.

Tbe ierninal had thc benefit of an exposition of the

,u"iotugi"ut and cultural problems faced.by those wh<r

,u"." ritpu"sible for implementing policies' To tht:

extent that Inclian attitude to econotnic development

i, 
"nrbi 

rul"tt, and there is a traditional reiection -of
ihe clynamic concePt of u'etrltlr- this neecls to bc

chirngecl.'n; frrnctiorls of Foleign Ai<l in tirc' cotrtert of tlre

Widening Gap were discussed at length. After the
second world war, massive quantities of aid had flowed
from the advanced nations of the world to the less
developed nations. This had probably been motivated
by a number of factors such as the desire to maintain a
balance of power between the free world and the com-
munist bloc, a genuine desire to help less fortunate
sections of lvorld society, the pr-omotion of world peace
etc. It was difficuit to make a general statem€nt on the
desirability or otherwise of foreign aid. By and large
the partiqipants agre.ed that Foreign Aid.had pqrne to-

stay as an integral part of the resources of a develop-
ing economy. There were differences of opinion as to
the quantum of foreign aid that a country should
receive, the purpose for which it should be used ancl
the channels through which it should be obtained.

The Seminar discussed the advantages and drau-
backs of the participation of Foreign Equity Capital
in the economic development of a country. Sonre

participants recognised that the recipient country hacl

both the right ancl the duty to be selective in accept-
ing foreign capital while others pointed out that this
x,orrlcl invoh,e dictation by planning authorities and a

clenial of consumer needs. Properly utilised foreign
c'apital harl a strong positive role and this had been
ner{lectecl bv tnan1, rrnderdeveloped countries. While
tlrt- rt'senhnellt against a total control by foreign eqrritl'
cirllital of certain sectors of the economy r'vas under-

st,rnclable. it u'as felt that a more mature vieu' should

be trrken and cleveloping countries should utilise the

opportrrnities availirble for promoting the transfer of
technologv atrcl tnanagerial skills throtrgh private fole-
iqr-r investment.

The Senrinar disctrssecl hot' political realities in
<leveloping nations affected the prospects of material

lrrngr"rr. It rvas agreecl that the contrast betu'een rapicl-

l-v rising expectatiotrs and poor trchievelnents repre-

sented a yrtentiall,v explosive situation. As a cot'tsc'

qllence, political parties in such societies were inclinecl

to take Jxtlemist and radical postures' This made tlte

:rcceptance of pragrnatic economic policies difficult'
Tl're Seminar, hovt'ever, notecl that there rvere certain

signs u'hich showed that the sittlation did not rvat'rarlt

desponclency. Raclicalisnr had in many cases reachecl

its rerlrtctio ad absurthtnr. The grorving public dis-

appointrnent s,ith the performance in the govern-

,riental sector, complehetrsive planning and the yrliti-
cisation of ec,orlotrlic, life rellresentecl a significant treritl

ri'lrich u,its 'rvelconretl lx' rnany participants'
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Another Seminar that the Progr.amme organised
along 'ivith the Stiftung was or1 "The Role 

-of 
the

Nation-State in the emerging one rvorld". It rvas held
in Poona frorn Jantnry SI tJ February 2. pariieipants
anC discussion leaders included Dr. S, L. Poplai, Dr.
J. D, Sethi, Prof. A. B. Shah, N{r. Prabhakar Padhye,
NIr. t\,I. R. Pai, Mr. Nandan Kagal, Prof. S. K. Ganguly,
BriS.J.P. Dalvi, Brig. N. V. Bal, Mr. M. S. Kirloskar
and Smt. Shakuntala Paranjpe.

The Seminar had an illuminating discussion on the
concept of nationalism and its relevance, particularly
to developing societies and on the role of the natiorr-
state in the emerging one world. It was agreed that
nationalism was a complex phenomenon which deffed
rational defiuition. As a unifying factor it still had
lelevance in the newly independent nations and it
could be a positive and constructive force inspiring
and calling forth man's best endeavour. The Seminar,
however was also warned of the negative side of
nationalism and it was noted that while nationalism
could inspire, it could also, when overdone, Iead to
aggression, internal suppression and isolationism.

The Seminar took note of the various aspecis of
national interest and discussed the current a-rms race.
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It rvas noted that the existing world system of porver'
balance tended to concentrate both military and ecrl.
nornic power in the hands of a few nations, arrC befor.'
a more just and equitable rvorld order emerges, ther,,
rvill have to be a decentralisation of military and ccri
nomic pciwer and a series of regional balances t,:
power.

The question whether communisrn was an obstac,i.'
to international cooperation, peace and harmony carrir'
up for cliscussion and it was generally concedecl thr'.i
communism which started as a movement for inter
national brotherhood and equality had assumed in tlii.,
case of certain countries the characteristics of an irrr-
perialist adventure. Unless communist big por,vers give
up their aim of subverting other societies and believe
in coexistence not as a tactic of marking time but as

a step towards furtler iianiibniiiui cr-oplration, there
could be no peaceful world order but only a non-
decisive stalemate betrveen two mutually incompatible
worlds.

The lively and stimulating nature of discussions and
the reaffirmation of faith in the capacities of peoples
of developing countries testified to the value of the
Seminar.
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The Administrutixe History of lndia 1834-1947

Dr. B. I]. Irfisra, Oxford Universiiy Press, Rs. 100/-.

tTtHE Indiirn Institute of Public Administration
'f ,l"r"r.ll", to te complimented for persuading and

assisting Dr. Misra to bring out an excellent book on
the administratirre history of India during the most
crucial years betu'een 1834-1947.

Without fear of contradiction it can be said that
Dr" Misra's book is replete with many qualities like
erudite scholarship, keenness of perception. objec.tive
and precise analysis and a style of presentation that
aclds ,elegance and make-.s it extremely readtrble. On
the tofiic dealt r,vith by Dr. Misra there is no dearth of
books. Still his book carves out a place of pride for
itself and shall ever b'e classed amongst the best on
the subject.

" Tlre year' 1834 markecl the abolition of the trading
i'ights of the East Inditr Company, ancl the complete
centralisation of adrninistrative po\^/el in tlie Governor-
Ceneral and his Council. In the economic field lais.sez

faire was on the ascent. It certainlv did not serve the
interests of Indians. On the contrary the rich becamc:
richer and the poor lloorer. The slight expansion of
tl.re Governor'-Genc'ral's Executive Cotrncil trnder the
Act of 1833 markecl the dawn of the era rr4.rich rvas tt'r
rltrll' 1f i1tt"rs the establishment of a septrr:rte ancl

distinct legislattrre. It mav be remernlx'rccl thiit tlic
rlrou'th of representative govemrnc'nt clid trot looserr
the despotic grip of the bureaucracv n'liich ciantixncd
tirc spark of Indian initiative. The autl.rol apth' rentrlrks
tlrat the imperial educational policv. clc'sigrtecl to (reate
r middle class rvhicl.r rvoulcl be helpftrl to the rtrlers.
paracloxicallv enough ushered in the cleirtoctatic title.
-fhc birtl'r of the hitliirn National Conqrc.ss adtlt'cl rr

novel fncet to the problerns of the Britishels.
The arrthor further aclds that despitc' occrrprttional

specialisation ancl availability of cirpital, capitrrlist
err.rterprise could not grow in In<lia due to the lack of
frrsicln of edtrcatirln aud skill lvltet'e caste ltacl i'r rttarkctl
lole to play. "The Irnperial rttlers", savs tlic ltrrth<lr
"preserved India's social divisions for political t'casotts.
'lhus rvas made secttre the authoritariirn-llase of tht'
society '*'hich was fttrther accentrratecl lrt' 'n 'tn-

balanced econotnic grorvth."
The prepolrderence of the officialcltlrn aclvcrsclt'

afiectcd the local self-goven.rittg institutions. Tn firct
tlre so-called denrocratic clecentralisation only contri-
buted to the infiltration of t>fficial inffirerlce dou'tr to
the villages.

The spirit and form of administratiotl t'as inflrtetrcecl
'lx' the torvcring pcrsortalities of British aclnrinistratols.
Dr. ivlisrir in this rcgard cites the exan.rple of \lr.
\'[rrnro. rvho u'as resltonsi.ble fol morrldinq tlre olfice

of the Collector giving it a newer dimension, along
rvith sirnilar other cases.

The author explains the dominance o.f the executive
bv reference to factors like, extended functions of the
state, stirble rtle and the peculiar structure of the
Indian society.

This book, running into more than 650 pages deals
exhaustively with various topics in different chapters.
Initially it gives a critical account of the evolution of
the organs of government and its many departments
through Acts passed between 1833 and 1947.

'fhe chapters on civil service, administration of
ffnarrce and locai self-government are exempla,ry. This
is not to underrate other parts of the book, lvhich
plovide a panoramic view not only of the British
administrative systern but also of the Indian society.
Dr. r\{isra "}ras suctesftrlly depicted- adrninistration ir-i

tl're context of the scrciety. Any description of an admini-
strative system is bound to be inadequate and in-
cornplete unless it takes cognisance of the society in
u'l.rich and trpon '"vhich it operates.

In alJ hurnility the author says that due to ':tl.re

vastness of the canvas and the varied content, no stttdv
in depth \vas possible". But the reader woulcl
spontaneorrsly a-ssr.rre Dr Nlisra trl tlie contrary. The
invaltrable bibliographl, given at the end speaks
volturres for the industry of the author. Students of
India's admir.ristr:rtive history u'ould find NIr. lvlislrr's
book rich iu reu':rrds. Tl.re contents of tlre llook arnplv
irrstilv its pric.c.

. 
\''. B. Per.rrxr.rtt

Aspects of lndia's Foreign Policg
.{. Cl. \oorrrni..lrrir.o }'ulrlislring Housc, lls. l0/-.

rlfIIS is a c'ollcc'iion of articles on foreign policv
I u.ritten l11 -\[r. \oorani cluring the last ttine t'ears.
It corcrs iLlroLrt 1'orrr'lrrrudlecl p,tges ancl thc: prrhlish-
t';s nrrrst lrt, conrlrlinieutc.cl ott ntaking it irvailarble trl
icrrclc.rs at the ruotlcst price of lis. 10.

\'[r. Noorani has estnbli.slred a nante for himself as

an inclel>enclent :rncl fearless po,litical comr.trentator,
Sonrc of liis vics's ott certaiu aspects ol forcign policr'
arrr agailrst the crtt'rent trend of opinion in official and
non-oflicial. e:ircles. Lllrcleterrecl by the fact, lie pr-rl>

licisecl thern over the vears, in article after article.
This courage of cotrvictiott is a notable trait of N'[r.

Noolani's u'riting.
Thc articles in tlie vrtlttrnc ale clivicled topicu'ise

into eleven chaptcrs. Tlie topics coveled are rotlghl\/
lnclia an<l Pakistan, India ancl r\sia, Nehrtr ancl Non-
Alignment ancl Some Territorial Questions. There are
ru rirrnrber of articles on Sitro-Indiau ancl Inclo-Pak
rvtrrs. Thev clc.al rnainlv g'ith lxrlitical problenrs rl'l-riclr
qave rise to ancl irrosc orrt of the u,ars. Tlre issttes itr

clisprrte u'ith the tu'o cotrntries ar€r ciiscrrsse<l in il

rlispr.ssionatc and tlbjectivc maltltel'. Tlri're is also a
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discussion of the Kashmir problem. The discussion
miry not appeal to ultra-nationalists but has the merit
of a clear analysis along with a plea for an arnicabl'e
settlernent.

It is clear from the book that Mr. Nobrani is
ffrmly aligned with democratic U.S.A. and aligned
against communist Russia and that he does not see
any early prospect of an understanding between the
two. His discussion of all international issues is based
upon that reading of the situation.

Some of the articles are reviervs of important books.
They give an idea of lvlr. Noorani's wide reading and of
lris critical mind. The reviews bring otit strong as well
as weak points of the books reviewed.

Sorne of the issues discussecl in the volume ar€ no
loriijei alive, but it is interesting to know What h sensi-
tive political commentator thought about them when
they were prominently before the public eye.
The book will be a useful addition to the librarv of
any student of cru'r'ent Indian affairs.

V.B.K.

I.ndian PoIitu-A PIea f or Ref orm

R. A. Goprrlaswrrnri, Nirchiketn Publicrrtions, Rs. 26.

ll/fR. COPALASWT\IvII, a retired administrator of
IVI 1,;*1, eminence, has macle in this book several
srrggestions for establishing a trvo-party system rvhich
irlone can, according to hirn, encl tlre political instabi-
litv develol>ing in thc' country. Tlre strggestiols in-
clude cnactment of a las' for setting up constittrtional
parties and for clranging electiorr metlrocls and pro-
<'eclrrrcs. The author should hirve rcalised that the poli-
tic:rl sittration characterised bv fragmel.rtatiolr tlf
pltrtie:; citunot llc chitr.rgecl mcrelv ltv passing tt latr'.
IIc shotrld Irar-cr ftrrther reiilisccl tliitt tlrt're u'irs littlr'
lrope of .such a lnrv bcing enirctccl u'lrcr.r it rvirs going to
strikc at thc root of several palties. The strggestiorts
rnatle by \Ir. Gopalasrvami havc, thereforc, little
chance of lrcing seriotrsly considerecl by parties anc'l

pol iticiarrs.
The other problem c'onsiderecl by the author is the

1'lroblcrn of thc trniversitjes clrtrrnirtlq otrt cttch yeal' it
Iarge utrnrbcr of gracltrates rl,lto find r.ro employment.
The problem is incleed, acttte. But can it lle solved by
scverely restricting entry into institutions of lriglrer
cclucation? Entry into those instittrtions will be
<lemancled by larger irncl larger number of persons :rs

lcng as thc employment market places a premitun olr

degrees nnd diplomas au,arded by them. Largescale
exparsion of the enrployrnent market ancl the aboli-
tion of the prernium on rrniversity tlegrees and diplo-
r'nns are tlie orrlv rvay of tacklinq tlre pxrltlcm. lvlr.
Gopalirsrvami lrts in that connection aclvocatecl man-
powel' planning for aclministt'ative services atrd special
insti tutior.rs frl' inrltarti r.rg adrniliistratirc echrcation.

l0
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lvfr. Gopalasrvami has obviously taken great pains
o.rer formtrlating and elaborating his propoials, What-
ever their utility or practicability, they deserve to be
cliscussecl. Nachiketa Fublicatiorrs hwe helped that
disctrssion by bringing them together in a v,eli-printecl
and rrttrirctive hook.

N.D.

Withor.fi Comment

South Africa Arrests Religious Leader

THE Anglictrn Dean of Jo,hannesburg, the \teryr Reverend Gouville french-Beytagh, has been
arrested and put into seclusion under the terms of the
South African Terroris^m Act. Tlris means that he has
no guarantee <lf judicial procedtrre ancl that he can be
det-ained indefnitely q'ithout reason given. This piece
of legislation has on previous oc.casions been usid as
:ln tunbrella for torture and long periods of cornplete
oblivion for those ar.rested uucler it. It is clictatorial
and iniquitous.

In this case, the prisoner has received a consnlar
visit-he is a British citizen-and he s'ill doubtless be
chrrrgecl and deportecl. The South Africnn Govemment
is probably not insensible enotrgh to its orvn interests
to torture a leading foreign clerg-rrnan.

The police clairn that the Dean u.as arrested hecause
of his private life. This, liou's1,gr-. neecl not be belier'-
ed. since there is proof that tlre trnest follou'ecl a lonq
peliocl drrring u'hich the sec'rrritv police had beer-r
taking llotes on his sermons. -l'he Dean is u'crll-knos,r.r
for his opposition to apartheid, ancl he ha.s doubtless
l<lrrg lleeu au,zre thirt his outspokenness coulcl leacl hirn
into trouble. I{e has r.efrrsed to accept any kind of
npartlieid in his orvn ctrthedral chr.rrclr, ancl this hrrs
certainly rnade lris serrnons cloublv lethal in govern-
rnent eyes, In short, he kneu' what he was doing, aud
he las norv reaped tlre reu'ru.cl. He is a most cprrrage-
ous rnan and deserves honour.

Nor is it likely to be a coincidence tlrat his arrest
cornes so soon after the visit to South Africa by .Dr.
lvlichael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbtrry and heacl
of the rvorld Anglican Communion. This visit was also
rnarked by outsgrken opposition to apartheid and rvas
Iooked on by tlre government as a disaster. Dr. llarnsey.
says that he was spied ugrcn clrrrilrg lris stay in South
Africa, and he has cornpared crrnditions in that ctluntr\.
rvith those rrncler Cornrnunism.

-Srci.rs Prcss Raciau' anrl Ncrc,s Reporf
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(c) Land revenue on economic holdings will be
", ".a'bolished;

A FAREWELL fO REAL pOLtTtCS 
-Cont'd frorn page 4

Freedom Fi,rst

(d) The courts must {unction as instruments of
people'b ri'ill and rlot as instruments opposing
popular progress;

(e) Protection of the rights of \4uslim minor.ities.
' ef{ective purrisliment for practising urrtouch-

ability, reasonable autonomy for tribal areas,
widest autonomy for States. Gove.rnment io be
fully responsible for the distribution of food,
higher taxation for the richer sections and ceiling
on urban income, moratorium on all foreign
palrnents,

(f ) Stoppage of further Arnerican aid and nationalisa-
tion of foreign trade and capital, monopolies and
big industry. Stoppage o,f retrenchrnent and
scrapping of automation, In short, replacement of
the present lourgegi5. lan@lqtd , state "by ,Peopleis ... .

Democratic State led by the working class.

All this hyper-leftist talk seems logical, but will
obviously nevel work in India. Such a programme can
change India into a por,verful totalitarian and indus-
trial nation; It can also to some extent lead to a spread
of education amongst poor people but it is doubtful
if it will ever bring happiness. One of tle founders of
Marxism, Engels, in his mellow old age, said that it
was always a mistake to try "to make people happy
by force". Our Communists have apparently forgotten
tlis.

articulate feelings and anger of the mor.e vulnerable
sections of our societl'.

Their manifesto talks of a neu, Constituent Assemblv
to be convened to ensure the developnrent of p"opl",',
languages, preferential opportunitGs to backward
seciions and economic equality and estabiishment of aforr pillar state structure through decentralisation of
administration.

The partf also wants curtailment of the right to
property. The other features of the manifesto are:
(a) Foreign policy - India must quii the Common-

wealth;
(b) Eco.qo,rnic...policy - all industries and foreign

capital will be socialised;

(d) A ceiling of Rs. 15CU per month will be enforced
on all personal expenditure;

(e) Education - English medium - primarv schools
should be closed within six months. Engliih shoulci
be made an optional subject in colleles.

(f) Labour - rninimum national wages should be
fixed. The entire working class will be covered by
a comprehensive scheme of social securitv.

The Ertreme Lelt
We now come to the parties placed under the third

category-the CPI and the CptL The CpI manifesto
is another innocuous document. Except talking about
radically changing the Constitution tb guaranlee the
supreme authority of Parliament, and the talk about
strengthening secularism to fight comrnunalisrn and
protect the interest of minorities and establishing
friendly and peaceful relations with anti-imperialisi
anti-colonial and socialist countries based 

-on 
norl_

alignrnent, the partl'hardly has anvthing neu, or inte-
resting to say. In the non-economic field the party has
sorne interesting things to say such as regional auto-
nomy to tribal areas, gradual jntroduction of Hindi
as official language, due place to Urdu, abolition of
the institution of governors and upper houses, introduc-
tion of proportional representation in all elections, free
and compulsory education upto the secondary stage,
and iepeal of all measures repugnant to the f.rnd"-".-n-
tal rights guaranteed by the Constitution.

The CPl(Marxist) which claims to be t}.le real and
genuine Communist party in India, has some conunon
features with the CPI manifesto. The main dis-
clistinguishing features are:

(a) Replacement of the present Constitution by a
new one;

(b)

(c)

E_nshrining the real sovereignty of the people in
place of the sovereignty of the vested interests;
Annulment of special powers of the president;

NEW LOOK FOR HOMES. ..
NEW BEAUTY..,
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r\'Ioans round ll.ith
'Tis not too late to

The CPI is an extrerne right reactionary'

-M. R. lvlasani, March of the Nation, February 6'

For the last five years, the executive branch of our
Government has been figliting two wars-one in Viet-
nam and the other at home in both houses of Congress.

. -David I.awrence, U,S. Neu-rs {, Wa'ld.Repmt,
February B.

Registered No. NIH 2?ii

At iong last it has dawned on the rulers, planners iir,,
policy-trakers that sorrething hab gone wrong seriou:.].1
rvith the Indian economy due to,faulty planning.

-The Pioneet', Febrtiary ;1li

The disruption of West Bengal's educatior.ral systor.r
is uorv nearly ,qornplgte.

-The Stuteslrcn, February !9.

da
'taIVith Many Voices

"The deep
many voices. Conie, rny friends,
seek a newer world."

-Tenngson,

I

For too long much of our apparent prosperity has

been based on illusions.

-Prime Minisier Edrvard Heath, Indian' Express,
Februarv 9.

India and Pakistan appear to be in for a fresh spell
of confrontation-and troubled relations'

-Inder Jit, Econontic Tintes, February 9.

The issue involved in the famous 'Golaknath case'
u'as that of porver and supremacy betv'een the Suprerne
Court ancl Parliamer.rt, and not u'hether the Constitu-
tion was supreme or not, because no side had denied
the supremacy of the Constitution.

-P. K. Tripathi, Dean of the Faculty of Larv,
Dellri University, Bhuuu.tt's lounul, February 21.

STATE\IENT ABOUT O\\/NERSHIP AND OTTIEN

PARTICULARS OF FREEDOAI FIRST

t, I

't

If I u'in I rvill be the minister and if I
become the governor.

-Narendra Singh lr{ahida, Union
State for Defence, lanasatto,
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lose I u'ill

Nlinister o{
February 2.

Demonstrations of temper may sometimes be efiec-
tive u'ith a fond mother, but Yahya or Bhutto or any-
one else in authority in Government or politics in \\/est
Pakistan scarcely clualifics fol that role.

-Oltittiott, February 9.
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hrdia, even
bark of a free

more thau Britain, neecls the 'rr':rrlring
press to maintain a frec society.

-Indian Express, Febmary 15.

And doesn't Zulfikar: Ali Bhutto realise that liis
rabble-rousing ancl heloics arc sctting Pakistan on a
colrrse of collision 

Yl'i, i"ilii]n \\, cetdy,Fcbru:rry 21.

1, V. B. Karnik, hereby declare
above are true to the best of my

1st i\.{arch, 1971

Edited ancl published for thc Dcmocratic Rescarch Sen'ice by
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V. B. Karnik
55 (,amdevr

at 127 i\'{airatma Candhi Road, Bombay 1, and
Road, Bombay 7.
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