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MISFORTUNES OF A BOMBAY UNIVERSITY 
DROP--OUT 

Joan Contractor 

J AM an American university educated American, who 
started a Master's Degree in English Literature at· 

the University of Bombay, and quit after one month. 
In writing about my experience, it will be difficult to 
be tactful, and not to emphasize an already too pre­
valent point of view that all things Western are illus­
trious and all things Indian are shoddy. This is a view 
which I generally do not hold. This fact, I would apolo­
getically like to make clear, before blundering into 
unholy and anti-humble fault-finding, with judgment 
clouded by misty-eyed sentiment for my dear alma 
mater. By your leave. 

I found the University of Bombay to be rather badly 
and bafflingly organised. On registering, there were 
the usual transcripts and identifications to be prepared, 
forms to be filled, and fees to be paid, a bureaucratic 
tangle at any university. At no one place, however, 
could I find a complete and organised set of instruc­
tions for registration, stating exactly what was needed, 
in what order, and where. The Bombay University 
clerical staff all thought it amusing that my knowledge 
of registration procedure was not instinctual, and 
laughed at my questions. As I made each of several 
individual trips to the university, to preJ:>~nt one or 
another form or document, I could not tell whether I 
was just beginning or ending the procedure of registra­
tion. I usually learned only the next small step in the 
process, thinking that would be the last necessary 
time-consuming trip to the University of Bombay 
offices. The end of the procedure was a golden goal, 
like a carrot on a stick. 

The classes also were organised in a way that I found 
confusing. There were eight different literary areas 
being handled at once, and each of the nineteen 
lecture periods was devoted to one of the different 
areas, usually taught by a different professor, with no 
particular order or continuity. I must confess I had not 

even memorized exactly what all the areas were, let 
alone which lecturer taught which area, which day, by 
the time I quit. In this respect I find the American 
system preferable. American organisatioN would be 
something like this: Instead of having all eight areas 
both years, they would lecture on four subjects the first 
year, and four the second. They would hold a lecture 
for one of the subjects at the same time of day, two or 
three days per week. One professor would lecture on 
all or one area. At the end of each year, the final exa­
mination for four of the subject areas would be held. 

The new system would yield considerable advan­
tages. It would provide continuity in the study of each 
subject. It would cut down the over-ponderous, nine­
teen lecture week to nine to twelve lectures, and would 
facilitate the yearly instead of the biennial exam, a 
schedule that has been vocally propounded by students 
time and again. This organisation would point toward 
three to six professors, devoted entirely and identi­
fiably to the graduate course, instead of twenty to 
thirty people, mainly devoted to, and borrowed from 
undergraduate courses, at inconvenience to professor 
and student. I make these suggestions admitting that 
I know nothing of their financial and administrative 
feasibility. 

( Continued on page 15 ) 
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Betuseen You '1, Me and The Lamp Post

Sporting Don

A GREAT deal of sloppy talk goes on about student
f, unrest. About the need for the sympathetic under-
standing and handling of legitirnate discontcnts there
can be no question. But where murderous attacks, such
as that on Professor V. V. John, are concerned, one
can comnend the spirit of the letter written by the
Warden of Wadham College in Oxford on behalf of the
College Fellows to a group of students who had pre-
sented a list of "non-negotiable demands". This delight-
ful epistle ran as follows:

"Dear Gentlemen: We note your threat to take what
you call 'direct action unless your demands are
immediately met. We feel that it is only sporting
to let you lrrow that our governing body includes
three experts in chemical warfare, two ex-com-
marrdoes skilled with dynamite and torturing pri-
soners, four qualified marksmen in both small arms
ancl rifes, trvo ex-artillerymen, one holder of the
Victoria Cross, four karate experts, and a chaplain.
The governing body has authorised me to tell you
that rve look forward rvith confidence to u'hat vorr
call a 'cpnfrontation', and, I may say, even rvith
anticipation."

A Man for all Seasons

If UDOS to Governor Dharma Vira of lr,Ivsore forr\ ending a dlstinguished life-time oi scrvice as a
Civil Servant u-ith a vindication of tlto Covr:Luor's
duty' to stand up for the rights of the State of u'liiclr
he is the Herrd by his vigorous protest against a brclch
of the Prime Minister's publicly made assurance to the
State of Mysore.

The Constitution has quite clearly charged tlie
Got'ernor of a State rvith responsibilities torvards the
people of the State and entrusted him u'ith the autlro-
rity and discretion to give effect to tbem,

The Report of the Committee of Governors, which
is srrrely an authoritative document, states the correct
position as follows: "The Governor, as the Head of
the State, has his functions as laid dorvn in the Constihr-
tion itself, and is in no sense an agent of the President

Evcn in a situation where the government of
a State is taken over by the President under Article
356, the Governor does not by virtue of anything con-
taincd in the Constitution become an agent of the
President."

Unfortunately, beeause of the nominees to this high
ollice bcing in manv cases politicians rvho u'ere being
kicked upstairs, the weight of the office has been
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low-ered by too many of its incumbents behaving like
stooges of the Prime Minister and the President -
in that order - and taking instructions frorn Delhi.

llte fact that Mr. Giri, himself a rubber stamp
President, allorved hirrrself to be used for administer-
ing a rebuke to lr4r. Dharma Vira is hardly surprising
,.r,d is entirely in keeping with Mr. Giri'i own igno-
miniorrs performance.

lvfr. Dharma Vira's real crime is drat, during his tlree
year tenure of office in Mysore, he ably steered the
aflairs of the State and tried to protect its people from
tlie rapacious politicos of the New Congress Party who
ran up to Dellii to rvhine to their masters in the Capital.

tr{r. Dharrna Vira deserves the thanks of all lovers
of constitutional liberties for the blorv he has struck
for the rights of the States and of the Governors as their
Heads. Norv that he is free from the trammels of
office, it is to be hoped he will continue, like Mr. A. D.
Conval:i, trlr. N. Dirnclekirr, \lr. tI. \1. Patel and some
otlrer retirccl mc'nrbers of ti:e I.C.S. to serve tire people.

Judging by his first public utterance after laying down
office in \cu' Dcllri on Februirrr' 9 thcre is every indi-
ca.ticln tlrirt Ite u'ill clo so.

I\ TTIIS ISSUE

F rccdont Firsf is happv to be the first joumal or
nc\\'spiU)cr in Inclia, as far as can bc irscertained,
to rcr icrr' \lt'rlvcclcr's 'l Qucslion of )Iatlncss
u'lrich tells tlrc glim storl' of hou' the Soviets
persccrrle those u'ho srrllcr from "paranoid deh.r-
sions of reforming society" by confining them in
lunatic as1'lurns. Our rcvic*'er is Nissirn Ezekiel,
poct and pronrincnt littcratcur.

A. G. Noorani, one of India's lcading commen-
tators, dlarvs tirncly' and pointed attention to the
Achilles' Heel of tlris country - Kashmir. He has
provided further cclnfirrnation of New Delhi's
cloublc standards to rvhich rr-e dreu, attention in
an eclitorial notc lnst nror-rth.

R. Harvkins, rvho has published nrore textbooks
in India than anyone alive (including the editor's
bcst seller, Our lndia), deals rvith the absurdity
of irationalisecl" textbooks.

Joan Contractor, a young American, relates the
rnishaps that lcd to her dcciding to clrop out of
Bombal' University.

Geeta Doctor tells our reaclers about recent art
exlribitiorrs in Bombar'.



Ittarch 1972

States Rights Under Fire
rFHE attack on the Constitution has developcd one
I stage further. After having attenrpted by the l4th

and 25th fuirendments, u'hich aie prtcntlf illegal, to
destroy the Fundamental Rights of the Citizen and
truncate the authority of the Supreme Court, and
having dangled a Damocles' sword over the heads of
the Press, those in authority are now turning in right
earnest to destroy the autonomy of the States of the
Union and to subvert the Federal structure.

On January 29, the Prime Minister told a public
meeting that only a "State Governrnent which co-
operated with the Centre would be effective in pushing
through the development programmes." On February
8, the Prime Minister said State Governments "should
be in tune with the Centrdl Government. Th"y should
agree with its policies and should be rvilling to imple-
ment its programmes." On February 13, she reiterated
her plea for governments of States which would be
"willing to co-operate with the Centre in the onward
march of socialism." She went on to declare "that
poverty could be banished and the country made self-
reliant" only when governments at the Centre and in
the States ''acted in concert to carry out the Centreh
programmes."

As it happens, this is not at all what the Constitution
of the Republic has prescribed. The Indian Constitu-
tion, like those of all genuine federal countries, contem-
plates governments at tlre Centre and in the States of
different political colours s'hich might or might not at
all agree in regard to their policies and programmes.
The Prime Nlinister's doctrine is altogether alien to our
country's Constitution.

That this is not merely a platonic plea is clear from
the ruthless mauner in g'hich the Chief l\linisters of
several States, belonging to the Prime i\lir.ristcr's ou';r
pirr't1', Iravc bccn topplcd, clull' clcctctl Statc Covenr-
ments subverted aud "gauleiters" appointed by Neu'
Delhi to takc their placc. If this trenrl is not defcatcd
by the resistance of the States, the rights of the States
rvill soon be as bogus as are those of the various "Re-
publics" in the U.S.S.R.

Life and Soul of the PEN

'f 'ETAT, C'EST I\,IOI", said Louis IV. "Le PEN,
l-r 

"'s51 
moi", coulcl say \'laclame Sophia Wadia

though, o[ course, she doesn't. Ever since slrc came to
India forty )'ears ago and hclped to cstablish the All
India PEN Centre, she has becn its life and soul ancl
inspiration. In a corrntry where u'riters in different
languages are apt to be at loggerheads, shc has helped
to create a fraternity of rwiters in all Indian lang-
uagcs. At inten.rational confcrences, slrc has spoken for
India rvith rnore authority than an Indian corrld havc.
Tlrat is bccirusc, as l\{r. Dilip Ktrnrar Roy prrt it at hcr
70th birthcla.v subscription clinner in Bornbll' on

Freedom First

February 14, "she is more Indian than many of us." Mr.
Roy also said that "follorving the precept of the ancient
Chinese pliilosopher, Madame Wadia htrd lit urore than
one eandle in the prevailing dailiness."

As one wlio kuew her a couple, of 1'ears eveu before
she came to India, the Editor joins in this tribute and
hopes that those believing in frt:edom of expression,
for which the PEN stands, will subscribe to the
Madame Wa&a T0th Birthday Literary Fund which
the PEN h:rs launchod to mark the happy occnsion.

Journalists Organise
,TIHE establishment of the National Union of Journa-
f lists at a conference in New Delhi on January 23
and24 is an event which may, in course of time, mean a
great deal for the vigour and vitality of the Indian
press.

The Conference, with Mr. Frank Moraes in the
chair, has established a professional body of iournalists
including editors, which has declared its freedom from
political strings and alignments. This is all to the good
since the "Indian Federation of Working Journalists"
has been reduced for many years now to nothing
better than a Communist front. It is to be hoped that
a great majority of journalists, who have been chaffng
at the Communist leadership imposed on them, rvill
now rally round the N.U.J.

Defence Minister Spills the Beans

JN his State of the World message to Congress on
I Februarl' 9, President Nixon repeated categorically
his belief that the Indian Government was, after the
"capttrre" of East Bengal, "seriously contemplating"
tlie seizure of Pakistan-held portions of Kashmir and
tlie destruction of Pakistan's military forces in the
\\'cst. Thc l'r.'siclcut aclcled: "Nor could s'e ignore the
fac't thnt rlhcn rr'e repcatcclly askecl India and its sup-
porters for clc:rr Assurances to the contrary, we did not
receive them."

\\/hile neitlter President Nixon nor N{r. Kissinger
producecl tlrc el'idcnce on lvhich they rely, the
Ncto )'ork Timcs on February 10 reported that
Itlr. Kissinger had shorvn to some "selected newsmen
secret reports of the Central Intelligence Agency that
s'ere attributed to a source in the Indian Cabinet."
Commenting on this the Times of lndia News Service
in Washington observed: "Some thinking will have to
bc done in Ncrv Dellri." One thing is clear that it is
not only members of the American Government who
arc guilty of "lcalis" to the press.

While this speculation proceeds, it has escaped

notice that there is one piece of partial corroboration
of Presidcnt Nixon's thesis that has been provided to
thc Indian people by the Defence Minister himself.

Accorcling to the Erpress Neus Seroice reporting
from Pahra on January 17, \{r. Jagjivan Ram, rvhile

(Continucd on Pagc 4)



THE ALTERI{ATIVES II{ KASHMIR
A. G.

tTtIIE arrests of Ilaulana r\{ohammed Saheed tr'Iasoodi
I nrrd li{r. Ghularn lvlohiuddin Karra, President of
the Political Confcrence, on the eve of the forthcom-
ing elections to the Assembly of the State of Jammu
and Kashnrir are not only an abject confession of defeat
by the ruling Congress Party but a saC reflection on
the cyrric:ism and double-standards that shape the
Government of India's policies torvards tltat helpless
State. It is sadder, still, to tliink that liberal opinion
in tl're country has remaincd, for the most part, a silent
spectator of the State's rnisfortunes.

The brtrtirl tnrilt is tlrat, lrlonc anlolrrt tjrc States tlf
the Indian Uuion, Kashnrir has never had free elections.
In the 1957 general election, 43 out of the Assembly's
75 seats s'eut to the then ruling National Conference
without a contest, a fe'at unheard of in the rest of the
country. Sirnilarly, in the 1962 geueral election, 32 out
of the 43 seats in the Kashmir Vallel' rvere captured
by tlie National Confereuce rvithout a frght. The
Hindwtun Titnes said in its editorial of February 12,

1962, that "public confidencc itt free rurd fair elections
q'ill remaiu badiv shaken unless there is a thorough-
going investigrttion into thc chirrges o[ nralpractices
which have becn levellecl by the opposition against
Bakshi Sahclis Golenrtncut". l]rrkslri Ghulanr \lohant-
rnrd *'as tlre State's Cliief \Iinister then.

During tlrc 19\57 gcneral elcction. that high office
rva-s held b1' \lr. G. trf. Sadiq; but u'hile the personali-
tics had cliangcd. thc iustitution of fraudulent elec-
tious sunivctl. One hundrcd arrrl eiglttcctt noruinatiotr
papers u'erc rcjccted in 39 out of thc total of 75 constitu-
encies. .4.s a rcsult, thr-rrr u'err' 22 rrlropposed rr:tttrns.

Noorani

while in 17 other constitueucies the result was mate-
rially afiected. In both cases, ne€dless to mention, the
beneftciary was the ruling Congress Party. (In 1965 the
National Conference became affiliated to the Congress
leaving the Ilakshi rump to itself ). In a joint staternent,
some of the country's leading personalities protested
against these malpractices.

Comes 197I and the general elections to Parliarnent.
Now, a different technique was adopted to signify a

change in thc style of the 70's. Sheikh Abdullah, Mirza
\{ohammed Afzal Beg, President of the Plebiscite
Front, and Mr. G. N,I. Shah, the Front's General Secre-
tary, were externed from the State and the Front
banned under the Unlarvful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967. All this rvas done on the eve of the elections.
lror good measure the Sadiq Government pushed
through the legislature a draconian amendnrent to tlte
clectoral law. Section 24A,A was inserted in the State's
Representation of the People Act. It provides that "A
person rvho is a member of an association rvhiclr has
been dec'lared unlarvful under the LTnlarvful Activities
( Prevention ) Act, 1967, shall be clis<lualified for so long
as the declaration in respect of the said association
remains in operation under that Act, uhether or not
lhe said person contirtucs lo be o nrcntbar of such o.sso-

ciation during tlnt periot'. No room s'ir.s left for cotr-
version and several lakhs s-ho rvere menrbers of the
Front 'rvere deb:rrrecl frorn <'ontesting the clection.

Ilc it noted that everl' t'antlitlate rr'.is rt'rluirerl to
affinn au oatli of allegiiurcer to the (.onsiitution of
Incliu. Thc l)lcbiscite Front clecisiorr irr 1967 to rcvistt
its starrd rrrr r-ontestins the elcctions 'rvithin thc fr.trne-

BETI,VEEN YOU b IIL:, AND TTIE

addressing a public rneeting at Gandhi \laidan tlrat
evening, said tlrat tlre Prirnc \{injster "had tolcl lrirn
soon after thc srrrrencler of the Pak forccs in f)rrcca tlrat
she desirecl to ant.toturce a unilateral cease-fire."

Mr. Ram, the report in the Intlion Exqtress ol
fanuary 18 continues, "confessed that at first he was
doubtful about the sottndness of this rnove, particularly
because arralgements had been urade to rush troops
from the Bangla Desh sector to thc Western theatre
of war'for the final kill'."

"Later," saicl the Defence Minister, "the chiefs of
the three wings of the Defence Services were consulted
and all including'myselfl fell in line with the judgment
of the Prime Minister."

Now, it is a good thing thc Prirne lr{inister's states-
manlike vies' prevailed over that of the Defence
lrlirristcr, but lrhat is surell' clear is that there u'ere

1
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divided cotrnsels rvitlrin tlte Governurent, that the
Deforcr' \lirristn u't'tc alrt''ttlr' llrcltarirtg trl tttakt'
lnilitan' <lisposiiions sonrcu'lrat irr linc tvith Presidettt
Nixon's understanding of their intentions and that
these vvere only' abandoned when they, on the Defence
Minister's ou'n admission, "fell in line" u'ith the rvise
decision in favour of a unilateral cease-fire.

'Whatevc)r the politicos of tlre day both in India and
thc LI.S.A. nrlrv cltoosc to sa1'. stuclents of historl'.
whcrcv'r' tlr<'r' lna;' bc placccl, r'r'ill suspctrcl judgment
<ln tlris issrrc till furthcl cviclcncc becotnc's available.

AN APOLOGY

It is regretted that by oversiglrt on pagt: 2 of tlrt'
Ircbrualv issue thc rrame of Dr. C. D. Dcsllrnttkh
appcarcd in place of Dr. Gajendragaclkar.
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work of the Indian Constitution u'as u'idel)' w'elcomed
in the counrry-. Nou', irrst 'tvhen it rvas about to aet
un<ler the Constitution, it rvas prevcnted frrrm doing sc.

Horvever, Mr. Shanrceut A,lrrnc,cl Slit-.urecrrn, ctlitor
ol' the ir:trepid rveekly ''AIlltA'', stooci {or elcctiol to
Parliament frorn the Srinagar constituency against thc
Congress candidate, Bakshi Ghulanr N'Ioharnmcd. an<l

u'on. This was eutirely because Sheikh Abdullah
supported Mr. Shameem and Begurn Abdullaii carn-
paigned for him most effectively.

\{r. Sframeem has ahvays difiered from the Plebis-
cite Front on the issue of accession to India. Iile rvas
all for it and considered a plebiscite unu,ise and irn-
practical in the changed circumstances of the trvo
decades. But-and this u'as the rub-he argued, logi-
eirlly enough, that the democratic institutions anrl
plactices and the fundanrental rights in force in thc
rest of the country ought to be respected in Kashmir'
no less. This was the issue and lvlr. Shanreem rvon the
poll.

Ono wonders holv many luxru' thrrt tlre Cirirptcr on
Fundamental Rights of the Indian Constittrtion is
applied to the State of Jamnru & Kaslrrnir <lnl1' rvitlr
modifications which rob them of its force and restrain-
iug effect on the Government.

The Constitution (Application to Janrmu &
Kashmir) Order, 1954, extended to Kashrnir certain
provisions of the In&an Constitution as modifted in thc
order. Only trvo important modifications need be
nrentioned here. Article 19 of the Constitution confers
on the citizen Fundamental Rights essential to thc
democratic system, viz., freedom of speech, of erprcs-
sion, to assemble peaceabll' and u'ithout e.rnrs. to fcrnr
associations or unions, to nrot'e freeh- il,roughorrt thc.
tcnitory of India, to mention a fes'. Tlre Sta.te is
allorved to impose "reasonable restrictions" on thcsr:
rights in the public intercst s'lrich aro spccifii'r,li',' st.t.
orrt in tlrc Constitution. f-ltc lcasorrllllcli,-,ss ci tlr ' r,':,-
tlictions is fol the Courts to judgc-crc'ept in Kirslr:nir'.
Thc Orclcr plovidcs that the rvorcls "rcrs:,nahl:. r'c'stric-
tions" occuning in the Article shall. as applied to
Kashmir, mean "such restrictions as t]re appropriatc
lcgislaturc deerns reasonable". In otlicl s'ords. tlrc
lcgislaturc can ride rough-sho<l ovcr tlrc funclrtrncntal
rights and the citizen has no remecll'. Anothcr import-
ant provision is that the State lau's s'itJr rcspect to
preventive detention are nracle imrnur.rc frorn ehal-
lenge on the ground that thcy arc inconsistent rvith
any of tlre fundamental rights, including Article 22 of
the Constitution, rvhich, rvhilc enabling preventive
detention, confers on the citizen vital safeguards such
as furrrislring of rrnitten grouucl.s to thc clctcnrr an<I
thc right of representation to tbe advisory' boards.
Even these rights are not available to a rletertrr in
Kashmir.

The Order u'as initially made for a period of 10

years. In 1964 it s'as extencled. The last srreh exien-

' 
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sion rvas made, incredibly enough, in 1969 for a period
of five years.

Sustaincd calculated clectoral rnaipractiees mean a
dcriiirl of representitivc Gor,ornmcnt. Add to it the
cie;tial ol ciril lii,,ertics ard tlrr, pl'rteiition of the Con-
stitrii.ion, arrcl the picture of abnoimality is completc.
'I'hcse are monst'rous \\'rongs. srlrcly. Yet, horv manl'
orrtside Kashmir know or care?

Undoubtedly thele is ti,c extcmal factor. Kashmir
w.rs oucc the subject oI an interlationirl dispute. But
Pakistan's aggression in 1965 ruled out a plebiscite
tirercaftcl totaliy. A Statc rvliich, in breach of thc
U.N. Ciralter, had recorlrse to force could hardly
ask lc;r :r plebiscite L-tased on the resolutions of a U.N.
body', the U.N. Commission for India and Pakistan.

I3r,rt, of coursc, that did not eliminate the don"rcstic
Lirctor'. "Whilc $'e sa,v that it is not forany foreign
powcl to interfcre in its allairs, we at the same tirne
rccognisc that if tl'rere arc any tloubles or any dift-
cultics in Kashmir, it is our duty to settle them to the
satislaction of thc peoplc of Kashmir", President
Iiadhirkrishnirn hacl said on December 8, 1965, after
thc conclusion of the Indo-Pak rvar. But his Govern-
nrerrt iguored the advice.

Ncgotiations rvere lield u'ith the Naga underground.
At one stage thel' u'ere o.ffered a Nagaland "within
the Union but outside thc Constitution". It was they
rvho declined. Horvever, the poll in Nagaland v/as not
rigged. Such blessings are resen'ed only for Kashmir.

ln January- 1965, \Irs. Inclira Gandhi said that there
u'erc lots of "possibilities" for a rapproachnrent rvith
the Shcikh i;':r ri'ithin the framcrvork of the Constitu-
iion. This '...';.s eir:incnih' fair. But rvhen he asked her
ic sire.ll crit the possibilitic:, he rvas shrugged off.
\ll'. Jai'r,praxash \aravau has revealed that lWr. G.
i)riltln.s.:r.rtiri, nc'loiiaiin'{ on bchalf of the Govem-
'rri'rrt oi: India, and tl.:e Slreikh cirme close to accord,
i,rl.",'. 1''n 1l'1.is,;n'".; r'.'crt'ebotrt to be clinched", the
iolnrcr ri'r.s "lrrlstt'ni'r'l orrt to Ncri' York u'ithotrt a rvord
oI c:;plarration to tlre Sheikh". This rvas in 1968.

livcnts since tlrcn tell their oq'n tale. Fraud and
rcplcssior.r rcrnair-r thc sole altcrnatives to a democratic
:rolrrlicn. It rrrrrst bc addecl that the Front tvas sorely
rtnriss irr chasing the nrirage of a plebiscite in recent
lt'nrs. Trtrc. it *'as not given a chatrce to evolve a
scnsiblt' altcrnativc. Rut tlris does not excuse it of its
o\l'n lcsporlsibility to give the propcr leacl. This applies
vcry much to Sheikli Abdullah, in particular.

It is jntcrcsting to note that thc Tribunal set up under
tlre Unlarvfrrl Activitics Act, 1967, upheld the ban on
thc Front on tlre sole ground of aclvocacy of plebis-
cite. Othcr charges-seeking to u'reck tlre Constitution,
lrreachcs of las' and orcler and commttnal propaganda-
rvelcr rejected in ternrs.

\lt'rrnu'lrilc, ort Fcbruan' 5. 1972, the otrtlarved
Front's l'rcsidcrrt, \lr. \1. A. Ilc.g, issuccl a r.r-rajor policy
stntement in Ncu' Delhi in rvlrich he offered to discuss

(Conlinrred on Page 6\
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.NATIONALISED' TEXTBOOKS
R. Hawkins

NLESS the Constitution is amended or suspended
the States of the Indian Union rvill assuredly re-

taiu their present control of elernentary, secondarv and
tertiary education. Bven nainland Australia, with far
less clinatic and culturai differences, leaves its five
corrstituent states free to clecide their ouryr school
systems, and in. India, where languages as well as

cultures and climates vary from State to State, it is
certirin that each linguistic area u'ill jealously guard its
right to control the teaching given in its schools. To
talk of 'Nationalized' textbooks, meaning the publica-
tiorr of textbooks for the rvhole country by a single
agency controlled by the Central Government, is
therefore almost meaningless. The Centre can and
should set standards for irnitation, but t}le States are
not likely to foliorv thern closely. Indeed in 1969-70
n)an)' centrally-initiated schemes for educational
devc.lopment $'ere transferred to t}te States. Excepi in
nratters of Defence, rvhere the need for unity is lccog-
nized, the teudency is for porver to be deiegated by
the Ccrrire to ihe States ratl'rer than the reverse, In
so lirrge and varied an area clecerrtralization is lleces-
sary it denrocracy is to be nrore than nominal.

Iltrt tirough the process cannot be callcd nationaliza-
tion, rnanv stirtes, utrivcrsitics arrcl esamining bcldies
Irar-c creatcd morropolics for thenrselves in the provi-
sion of textbooks. F<lr thc agc-gloup 6 - Il virtualll'
irll tt:xtbooks arc public-sc'ctor prtlcltrctiotts. and in
thc next agc-gror-lp, li - 1.1. thcr position is not rnrrch
ri i [[crent.

Ar.rtodidacts, pcoplc u'hcl teach theurselvcs, are rare.
rLs is 1uov'ecl l;; tlrt gr'n( riii iliii.i iacv uf tiris co.ttiLir,
and i[ thc aim of iirc Constitulion, to provide free and
('olrrpulsor\i cducation up to tllc agc of 11, is to bc
acliicvc'cl, thcrc nrttst be schools, thcre must be
tcachers, ancl therc nrust be tcxtbooks and other aicls

to teaclrers. All Inciia Radio's broadcasts irrrl'e had vcrv
littlc inrpirct - perhrrps bccause so fcu' scbools have
rccoiving sets in u'orking order - antl in tlrcr foresec:ablc

futurc teievision, filnrs, teaching machines and other
expensive aids to teaching cannot be widely used.
Eclucation (the developrnent of an individual's latent
capacity) and instruction (imparting certain skills or
intormation) ri'ill have to be done by hrrrnan teachers
rvith little equipment except textbooks. Hence their
irnportance.

A textbook may be arranged in sections designed for
daily or other periodical lessons, but it is not a series
of lesson-notes designed to take the place of a teacher.
It should provide a liamework for the teacher to build
on and frorn rvhich the student can refresh his memory.
ll: this definition is accepted, r,r'orkbooks, copybools,
supplementary readers, atlases and dictionaries are
e.rclude.d, and the onll' textbooks required will be
graded series in the subjects to be studied - in the
prirnary schools perhaps five readers in the mother-
tongue, fir,e mathematics books and a few boolcs on
general science and'social science', the label used to
cover a snrattering of geography, history and civics.
Where is the difficulty? \\4r1' cannot four authors be
e'mployed to rvrite these four series and their books
given to the schools?

The first clifficulty is to find authors. A good class-
tcircher is not nccessarill' a good textbook-s'riter but,
rrnlc'ss the textbook-s'riter has experience of teaching
c'hilclren of the age and capacity' for s'hich his book
is intcnded, he is not likelv io srrcceed. He has not
onlv to set out a bodv of coherent knorvledge but to
sct it out in such a \\'av tliirt thc child u-ill be able to
rrnclcrstirncl it ancl s'ill have his curiositv both stimrr-
i;itcci itrrci sal.isiiccl. Corrsiricl orr tlte one ltand a girl of
ciglrt rvho lives in A to\\'rl, u'hose parents read a daily
it.'\\-spapcr, s'l,ir i.ulns ir tap ri'hcn she' u'ants ll'ater,
fliclis a srvitclr rr'lrcn she u'ants light and chats to her
fliencls on the telcplione; and on the other hand a bo1'
ol the sanre age living in a village s'here u'ater is
fctchccl fronr a rvell, s'ltose parents cannot read or
r','rite, and rvho has ncver tra'r'elled in the daily bus.

7'IlIt ALTEIINAT'IV.ES IN KASIII/Ifi - Cont'd from pase 5

a "bilateral plan" rvitlr the Centre to ensure the Staie's
"lasting association" rvith lndia. These talks should be

hcld, he clarified, "exclusivel)"' betu'een the people of
thc State and the Government of India. Pakistan is no
party to tltcm. Specificalll'. the oirjuct o[ tlic parlcis
ivill-bc to consider thc Statc's atrtonotrry ancl its special
status rvithin thc fhriorr as provi<led for in Article 370

of tl-re Constitution,
If thc \{inistcrs of thc Governmetrt of India can

oIlcr "a dialoguc" to th<' Naxalites, l'lrv ttot ltnr't' onc

6

u'ith Sheikh and his supporters. particularly now that
acccssion is not in issrre?

T'he alternativc, to repc:at, is fraudtrlent elections
rnd rcpression. As lUr. Iayaprakash Naravan has
',vritten recentlv "For the pxst ten nroutlts rve lravtt
been presenting otrrselves to the rvorld as ardent
chanrpions of democrac,"- ar.rcl the riglrts of nran in
Ilangla D<'sh. \\7hat arc \\'e going to tell the rvorl<l s4tctt
rvt'de'trv tlte sanre riqhls to our ()\\'!t citizc'trs irt onc of
o'rr States"?



trtarch 1972

Obviously the same presentation will not do for bodr.
Even in learning mathe.matics, the torvn giri rvill start
v'ith an immense advantage: she rvill be larniliar with
numbers frorn bus-rotites antl telepixlres, rvith count-
ing because she buys her orvn icc-cream, with
me:rsurements because clocks are familiar and she
hears her paronts talking about kilos and metres. The
illiterato village boy will have to learn all this at school.
The author who satisffes the town girl will certainly
not be satisfactory for the village boy. Then, even
within tho same environment, there are children with
very different capacities. The measurernent of inteUi-
ge'nce may be inaccurate, but that innate abilities vary
greatly is certaiu, and difierent series of books are
needed for the avetage child and for those who are
iutellectually dull or bright, to say nothing of the spe-
cial needs of those handicapped by deafness, blind-
ness or other infirrrities. One has to fi:nd not one author
for each series of books; but rnany authors, all cover-
ing sirnilar ground but in ways that will be satisfactory
for many difierent groups of children. And of course
in each language the same variety of authors *'ill be
needed, for difierences in language imply dift-erent en-
vironments, physical and cultural, which would imply
adaptation rather than straight translation.

In an article which appeared in the Tinres of lndia
on 18 November, 197I, A. S. Abraham has little &ffi-
culty in demonstrating that the States have failed tcr

produce satisfactory school textbooks, but tire remedy
he proposes is far too simplistic. Quite apart from the
dangers of chauvinistic indoctrination inherent in an1'
monopolistic set-up, no single committee can dras' up
s1'llabuses for all subjects and then 'invite and scruti-
nize manuscripts and select finally one and only oue
textbook for each subject'. Not one but rnany alter-
native textbooks for each subject, in each class aud
each language, are necessar)'.

Theu too, even though a committec maf inviic
nrauuscripts, s'hen it is knorvn that onll' one mantls-
script rvill be selected for publication the competition
will not be severe. The number of people qualified,
by experience and ability, to r'vrite a good series of
textbooks is not large. The writing itself is a slolv and
exacting business, for the material should be tested
by classroom use, so that at least one year's, and pre-
ferably more than one year's classroom experience can
be taken advantage of. Who is going to exert himself
to write a textbook without encpuragement? A com-
mittee, or a publisher, may encourage an author to
write, but if there is not a good chance of the result
being published, no author is likely to come forward.

I do not know how the authors of State-published
textbooks are rewarded norv. Probably practice varies
from State to State. In the past, Governnrent servatlts
u'ere often forbidden to write textbooks, or allowed
to receive only a lump sum for their copyright, to
ensure that they did not gain financially by the use of
their books, and in the monopolistic positior-r the Statcs

Frceilpm First

uow occupy it seems r-rnl,ikely that the authors of text-
books lrave any continuing financial interest in them:
plobably they are paid a lurnp surn for their copyright
..,r'lren tiicir nianuscrilrts ore acceple:d tor publication;
or rvhen tlie writing has been done in the course of
their emplo,r'rneni perhaps tirey have inerely been given
tinrc ofl for rvriting. In general, however, the system
of rewarding authors by the payrnent of royalties pro-
portioual to sales rvorks well. An autltor with a direct
interest in the continued use of his books will not only
clo his best in the first place but will strive to improve
his book from edition to ediLion; and it is clear that
with ihe passage of tirne inadequacies rvill tre revealed
in any textbook.

Another suggestion rnade in NIr. Abraham's article
is that, if no rnanuscript suitable for publication is sub-
ruritted to his ourniscient aud omnipotent committeg
'lf uecessary, it can draw upon a nutnber of manu-
scripts for its material and see to it tlat tire best lnints
of all of thern are incorporated in the textbooks'.
Attthorship is a lonely profession, aud it is nearly always
best to entrust the rvriting of a book, textbook or
other, to a single author, or perhaps a team of two or
tiuee s'hose talents are cornplementary. Satisfactory
textbooks are not produced by scissors arrd paste, by
ctrtting trp ancl pasting togettrer thc best bits of a

number of &lferent manuscripts. The result may be a
stimuladng book of selections, an anthology, but it
c.uulot b.j tlic cohcrcitt, sliilllullr' \\'ovell rvhole that
clistinguishes the good textbook.

Cornpetition betu'een aliemalive seis of textbooks
is recluired at all stages, and the numbers of pupils
concei'necl at the prituan- and secoudary stages is so
greal that con.rpetition is possibie rvitliout sacrificing
the benefits of mass production. The subject syllabuses
sirorrld be less detailed than thel' ai'e at presellt, and
li ; e;,' slrotilcl trr.r l bc c) ran gecl tttol'c ir( qucltli' tlian everl'
iir c 1'eirrs. 

'l-rvo y,,jnl'5 ai'ter a changc o[ s1'llabus, app{o-
plia[cl1' qualfiecl cotnnrittees sliould consider all the
iextbooks available for a particular stage and recom-
mcnd the best fir'e or ten sets il each sullject. Within
tlre uc.r.t slr tnonflu each scl'rool or local education
arrthoritl' u'ould have to order its requirements of each

of tlir:scr scries; aud in tlte rtext six montlts thc required
book rvould be manufactured. The cor.tllnittees should
select the best series rvithout concern for their origin,
s'hether in the public or private sector. They should
la1, dou,n prices appropriate to the numbers required
and allou'ing for a ro1'alty to the author of not more
than 5 p"t 

""ttt 
(on editions of less than 5000) and

not less ihan 1 per ceut (on editions of a lakh or more)'
'fo sinrplifi, ac-ounting, publishers herc might do well
to adopt the Japanese s1'stem of pafing royalties on

r.n,rlrbci's printecl rather than on numbers sold' \\/hat-
cver the method adopted, ltos'ever, therc should be

pavnrettt b)' rcstrlts, for authors do tlle donke,"- u'ork

and mrrst be offerecl cal'rots.

I



A QUESTTON OF SAr.dTY
Nissim Ezekiel'

fN the Soviet Union, persons who say or do things
I disapproved by the authorities can be made to
undergo "voluntarl"' psychiahic examinations even if
they do not break the law. They are then confined in
mental hospitals. This includes victims of Stalin's
Terror who wlite accounts of it.

AQuestion Of Madnesso by the Medvedev brothen,
Zhores and Roy, loyal and patriotic Russian citizens
botl'r, is a detailed description of one such case. Zhores
is a biblogist and gerontologist whoss book on Lysenko
has been published by the Columbia University Press.

The manuscript of another book by him rvas circulated
among those interested, and appeared in England to-
gether with his essays on the problems for a Soviet
citizen corresponding wi& people abroad. (The
Medoedeo Papers, Macmillan f97f ).

In NIay 1970, after a series of outrageously devious
moves by the Russian bureaucracy, which Zhores
narrates in full, he rvas arrested with humiliating force
and detained at the Kaluga Psychiatric Hospital. The
der"iousness of the Soviet state and party apparatus
in carrying out such arrests is of course a substitute
for the more direct terror of the good old days. Its
purpose is to create a smoke-screen of socialistic reason-
ableness and legality but the mailed fist is used when
that fafu.

The chapters in rvhich Zhores tells his orvn story,
s,ith adrnirable objectivity, are interspersed with others
by Roy Medveder'. Involving himself immediately and
completely in his brother's fate, Roy completes the
picturc of Soviet l'a1.s in circrrmstances of this kind
bi' giving a comprebcnsive report of his atternpts to
get Zhores releasecl. He eirculates an appeal to friends
and meets A. Y. Lifshits, the Head Doctor of the
Hospital, who clairrs that the fiagnosis, on the basis of
u'hich Zhores ha.s bceru confined, is a 'iuedical secret".

This aborninable Lifshits expressed his opinion,
rvhcn cross-qucstionc<1, tlrat Zhores is "a split perso-
nality" because, though a biologist, he is involved "in
many other things", that he was "ahvays dissatisfied
about something, ahvays ffghting against something".
Roy promptll' tolcl him that lr{arx too u'ould have to
be declared abnormal on that ground.

In the land of the N,larxist revolution, dissatisfaction,
ffghting against anything in society which one con-
siders to be wrong, and interests outside the ffeld of
specialisation are regarded as crimes.

Zhores had been dismissed from the Institute of

" A Ques-tiott of lt[odness by Zhores and Roy \{edveder'.
Translatcd from thc Russian bv Ellen de Kadt. I 2.75. lt{ac-
rrrillln, I-ortdoIr.
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Medical Radiology in March 1969 after a loyalty check
which "did little credit to a Soviet scientiffc institution"
(Roy). It would not give him the documents needed
to obtain another job unless he 'tecognised' his mis-
takes, which Zhores bravely refused to do. The Kaluga
Party Committee and the Kaluga Branch of the KGB,
with the support of lvloscow, had obviously decided to
carry out an exercise in intimidation against hirn.
"They didn't realise", write Roy, "that a considerable
part of the Soviet intelligentsia has a completely difie-
rent system of values from those which prevail in
bureaucratic circles".

Lysenko, Stalint instrument in the field of biological
studies and researclr, rvhose theories are repudiated
throughout the world, is still in charge of the famous
experimental farm at Gorki. His followers hold porver-
ful positions to this day all over the Soviet Union. Roy
suggests that they played a role behind the scenes in
the persecution of Zhores because of his book against
Lysenko.

Letters and telegrams were sent to the Soviet arrtho-
rities by eminent scientists and others in Russia and
abroad, "proteting against the use of force to commit
an absolutely sane man to hospital" (Roy). These
s'ere ignored. A commission came to Kaluga from
N{oscow to examine Zhores and declared that although
he "displayed no clear syrnptoms of mental illness, he
shorved signs of 'heightened ncryousness' and therefore
required further observation under clinical conditions"
( Rol'). Here rvas shameful evidence of scientfic colla-
boration u'ith political t1'rann1' ancl icleolocical intol<'-
rance.

First deprive a man of his iob, then prevent hinr
from getting another one, then try to make him enter
a mental home "voluntarily" and when he resists, use
violence against him, then appoint a ps1'chiatric com-
mission to keep him there on the ground of "heightened
nervousness!" How all the people must have longcd
for the Terror rvhich simply put a rnan out of the way
without this elaborate and expensive fussl

The friends of Zhores knew that they rvere not fight-
ing only for him but "to help all the others who rvere
being held in mental hospitals for political reasorls"
(Roy). Zhores was released after nineteen days and
many broken promises, deceptions, official attempts to
prolong the detention despite increasing pressure fronr
national and international public opinion. So far as
we know, the others are still rvhere they were. Zhore.s
mentions a ferv of those whom he encountered in the
Kaluga Psychiatric Hospital. A man who proposed tl-rc
democratic reorganisation of the Komsomol u'as being
given periodic insulin shock treatment. Another, pro-



t[arch 1972

testing in public against dismissal from his job as a
teacher in the local school, was given "trvo porverful
depressant drugs u4rich, according to the doctors,

would change the basic structure of the psyche."

( Zhores ).
G. lv{orogov, Director of the Institute of Fore,nsic

Psychiatry, is reported to have saidr "Why bother
about political trials wheu rve have psychiatric clinics?"

In the case of Zhores, even the official regulatiorx
on thc emergency hospitalisation of mentally ill per-

sons u'ho are a public danger had been violated. These

regulations are reproduced in A Question Of hladrwss.

They allow for a broad range of interpretations, being
so short that they cover only one sheet of paper. Used

by the state, they create a situation rvhere "no citizen
of our country can be guaranteed against being carted
ofl to a madhouse" (Roy).

Eventually, the l\4inistry of Health n'as etnbarrassed

by the fact that Zrores N{edvedev rvas rather well
known and his case had received too rnuch publicity.
"I suppose", says Roy, "tliey thought it would have

beed quite all riglit to put away a scientist of lesser

fame."
In the Hospital, Zhores coutemplates the system

which brought him there. His links with foreigners and
correspondence with them aroused the interest of the
KGB, which performed one of its normal functions in
keepirrg track of drem. It had the same right as the

Judiciary to scnd "las'breakers" for psychiatric exami-

natiou, "but without the need to observe any legal for-
malities" (Zhores ). What kind of society is it in which
a marruscript recommending more dernocratic inter-
national co-operation betrveen scientists and intellec-
tuals is considered by the State and party authorities
er,idence of rneutal illuess?

Zliolcs rvirs cluestioncd about the confidential con-
versations he had reproduced in his manuscript c.on-

nected rvith tlre formalities of a trip abroad. An official
of the KGB had tried to recruit hirn as an informer,
"dangling the trip before me as bait" (Zhores). This
bit of infonnation rvill conre as no surprise to those
rvho know the Soviet attitude to joumey abroad by its
citizens, even for scientific, literary, cultural and philo-
sophical international conferences. Zhores welcomed
the publicity his case had received because "it tluew
open for international criticism the wholo systen-r of
the abuse of psychiatry as a means of political persecu-
tion ancl made it public knowledge" (Zhores)'

The new Soviet criminal code of 1961 omits the
special articles in the earlier cpcle making psychiatrists
and doctors criminally responsible for placing a man
in a psychiatric hospital without adequate grounds.
Thus the victim cannot turn to the courts against his
persecutors. They remain "faceless individuals" rvho

continue their viciotrs activities no matter horv often

Frcedom Ftrst

they are exposed. The second commission examining
Zhores declared, lvithout noting the irorry, that ho
clisplayed the system of "poor adaptation to the social
envilonment." If accepted universally, this criterion
should lead to the imprisonment in mental hospitals
of all the world's communists, to say nothing of critics
and dissenters of other political persuasionst

The ideological madness of the Soviet system is con-
ffrmed by the fact that after the release of Zhores many
of those who wrote letters of protest against his im-
prisonment u'ere questioned and warned. The Uniou
of Writers pulled up the members rvho were involved.
Party organisations were asked to start special ffles on
*rose Party members who had actively protested
against the committal of Zhores. The Kaluga Psychiatric
Hospital tried to subject him to periodic checla in the
outpatients depaihnent birt he successfully resisted
that additional burden on his situation which he des-
cribes as "Freedom Without Freedom." Finally, he w'as

ofiered a job, which he took up, but he refused to give
up his "paranoid delusions of reforming society," the
diagnosis of that other abomination in this case,
\4adame Galina Bondareva, "Psychiatrist" in charge
of the wing s'here Zhores lr{edvedev was placed at the
Hospital. The s'riting of his book is part of his struggle
not only on his own behalf and in the true interest of
Soviet society but of all humanity.
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WHERE MARX WENT WRONG
ItA R CONQUEST, in his latest booko rvhich iras
IYI6""tr reprinted in India, takes up the clifierent
facets oi the theory and practice of conrmunisrn and
seeks to shorv rvhere cxactly lr4arx has gone wr.ong.
His essential bias seerns to be that the system that
lvlarx devised rvas good enough but has been corrupt-
e'cl b1' his successors. Thi.s thesis is, of course, question-
able and if comnunisrn is vicious it's father must take
his share of thc blarne in full. It rnay be that N,{arx
bas used the tenn 'dictatorslfp of the pr.oletariat', as
lWr Conquest says, only three times in the entire corpus
of his rvlitings but it amounts to three cheers for it.

Although tbe book is slinr, it is irnpossible in thc
course of a short review to bring out the full brunt
of Mr Conquest's criticism of communism; it is subtle,
pcrtinent and quite thought-provoking. If in general
pcople act according to their class economic interest,
\lr Conquest asks, "rvhat is it that determines that some
botrrgeols intellectrrals should becorne Marxists while
others do notl' Even the otler N,Iarxian tenet, surplus
value, "if value is taken as tr'Iarx and his predecessors
tend to take it in practice, as an abstract quality only
imperfectly represented by plice or exchange value,
it can be readily seen that the word loses all usable
meaning". \Iarx's fanrous 'la..v of increruing rniseni,
namely, tlrat the more the capital invested and the
greater the procluction, the less s'ill be the wages paid
for labour has also bean falsiffed by subsequent ex-
pericnce. It is again a reversal of the truth to traccr
Ilritish political libertics to llritain's pioneering rolc
in capitalistn. E'r'en thc frcquent communist jibe that
rvcstem socictf is a 'cotrsunrer society' coutradicts the
tleclaratiorr in thc Comnunist trIanifesto tlrat "thc
rnoclc'rn lal;clulcr. ... irrsteacl of lisiug rvith the pro-
gress of industry sinks deeper. . . . becomes a pauper
ancl patrpcrisnr dcvelops rnore rapidly thau population
arrd rvealth".

\lr Conquest c'itcs Trotsky's fear tbat the dictntor-
slrip of thc plolctariirt rvould become the clictatorship
of thc partl' aud theu sholvs that it did not stop there
lrtrt lcd to thc dictatorsbip of tlre Central Cornmittee
sdrich cr,rlminatcd in the dictatorship of one man. This
nray bc pondcrcd togcther u,ith rvhat he adds a little
latcr, nirnrcly, that the grcat rebellions against com-
munism in the past ferv years have not been rural,
nilitary or bor.rrgeois but have been revolts of the
rvorkers.

A good ntrmber of the barbarous snares ancl expe-
dient incclnsistencies of cornmunism have been exposed
in this book, particularly those concerning the so-
called science and philosophy of communism. These,

o Conrlrrt st, Iiolrct't;
l'rrbLcatiorrs, Ne*' Dcllii
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have been a little loosely strewn together in the second
half of the book. They have all been identifted rather
than discussed fully, but enough has been said to leave
the czu'eful reader to contemplate the issues himself.

Basically, communism is an attempt to remedy the
rnanner of distribution by altering the mode of pro-
duction. It sterns from t}le belief that the mode of
production is the one basis that chiefy determines
everything else in society, including distribution.
So, according to tlle communists, the surest way to
equalize distribution is to collectivize production. Such
iur approach bctrays a greater anxiety to change dis-
tributiou than to understand production. It is thus
vcrv di.fficult to rebut Oscar Langet criticism: Marxist
political economy originated as a criticism of capital-
ism; it rvas not concerned with the details of running
all economy.

Thc proof reading in this edition leaves much to be
desircd.

Cvxnrre Youxc

S']-.{1'8.\II'N'I' ABOUT OWNERSHIP AND OTHEII
PANTICULARS OF TREEDOIIf FIRST

f
t

F-omr IV ( See

l. Plocc ol publicotion
2. I'criodicitg of its

publication
:1. Printcr's Nanrc

Nationalitg
.4ddrcss

-1. I'ublishcr's Nanx'
Nationalitg
Address

5. Editor's Namc
Natiomlitg
Address

Rulc 8)

Bombay
lrlonthly

J. R. I'atel
Indian
Thc Inland Printr:rs,
Ganldevi Road,
Bombay 7.
J. R. Patel
Indian
127, Ir,lahatma Gandhi Rd.,
Bonrbay 1.

M. R. lrlasani
Indian
127. Mahatma Gandhi Rd.,
Bonrbay l.

6. Narrres aruI ad.dress ol
indioiduals uho oun the
neospapu and. parhers Denrocratic Research Service
or sharelwlders holding 127, Ir,Iahatnra Gandhi Rd.,
tnore tlnn one per cent Bombay l.
of the total capital.

I, f. Il. Patel, hereby declare that the partiorlars given above
lr(' tnre to the best of my lorowlcdge and belief.

J. R. PATEL
Slgrwture of Publisher

.t

\\/rottg, Pct'Kar

lst \larch 1972



FOUR PI,US FOUR TIMES FIVE
Geeta Doctor

IIACH of Bombay's better knou"n art gallerics main-
! tains a style that is so distinct from the other that
one rvonders whether this does not unconsciously con-
dition a viewer's response to a particular work of art.
The Taj Art Gallery for example cultivates an atnros-
phere of elogant isolation, whele 'Art' c:au be coutem-
plated with the proper amount of awe and veneration,
far from tl-re dust arrd glare of reality. Others like the
Chemould or the Rampart Row Gallery are tucked
arvay in such exclusive corners that it is ahnost a shock
to discover them. I'hen there are those like the Pundole
rvhich, in an efiort to save space, are constructed [kc
one of those laboratory mazes meant to test the reflexes
of white mice, and which generally leave the spectator
in a dazed condition.

The two galleries at the Jehangir are expansivc
enougir to accommodate diversc exhibits, though the
one at the left is generally occupied by one-man shows,
u'ith the one man sitting like a forlorn spider, surround-
c.d by the semi-circular glow of his rvorks. The other
roorn which is twice the size is a favourite for group
shows u'hich, more often than not, consist of four or
five young artists rvho have each developed a certain
girnmick (or style) which they' assiduously work out
in various combinations of colours. Apart from these
there are also halls like the Coomarasrvamy Hall, which
lrave a more tl.ran Protean ability to aclapt themselves
for the display of crude nrcrchandise such as carpets
rlr brassrvare, to delicate prints and rare nratrtrscripts.

With these distinctions in nrind one is naturally
inclined to approaclr eaclr gallen, rvith a correspond-
ing set of attituclcs. Iu Jrrrrrritrr'. for inst:urce. onr: of
thc most u'idcly acclairnccl slrou's s'as that of N. S.

Rendrc at the Tai Art Gallerv. Superb in exeeution.
the show was a visual delight in pale opalescent greens
tnd muted shades of orange. And yet, even u'hile
admiriug his delicate natrrlc studies, one could not
help but feel that his shy danrsels and ronrantic bullock
car:ts disappearing in a haze of saffron dust belolrged
to the uever-ncvet lantl of g'eetirrg c,lrrd atrd caleudirls.
In the cool atmosphere of the Tai, urade cooler b1'

thc elegant young person who presided over the roorn
arrcl who looked disturbed u'hen asked for a catalogue,
one could not help brrt feel that the paintings too lverc
frigid exercises in colour, devoid of emotional impaet.

T'he case of Jeram Patel u'as no different. Enshrincd
at the Chemould, his few n'orks u'ere eulogised as

belonging to a category so uniqtre that only a ferv
fortunate souls rvould be able to relate to them. Arted
b1' t,t"rt proclamations at-rd b), the substarrtial four
figure prices quoted for the u'orlcs of art, one rvas

inclinecl to stare for long ntottrents and u'ait for thc

flash of emphathetic recognition. T'here was no doubt
a certain strength in the stark designs etched in wood
with a blowtorch and austerell' outlined in paint, but
the hidden mysteries which \+'ere supposed to lurk in
these 'r,r'omb-like'forms did not reveal themselves, at
least to this viewer.

At the same timo, the Jehangir Art Gallery was
dominated by the work of Vinod Parul, who appeared
to paint his one theme with an almost obsessive force,
in a multitude of cleverly manipulated bands of colour.
-fhe subject of a snake coiling round a central figure
rnay have been teeming rvith religious symbolism, as
obviously it was meant to be by the artist, who some-
rvhat mystically proclaimed that to him the Snake was
God, but tlere was something so repulsive abouL the
tu'isting irnage that being repeated over the room only
sen'ed to heigliten the claustrophobic effect. This was
pclhaps a case where, had the artist chosen to give thc
audience a smaller dose, they would have been in a
bctter position to appreciate his very 2dto1, handling
of colour.

Unexpectedly, it rvas at the Coourarasrvamy Hall
that one came across the most interesting exhibition
of the month with a display of Australian Graphics.
!\/ith almost a hundred prints, it s'as a fairly represen-
tative selection of Australian artists rvho have made
use of the diverse mechanical processes involved in
rnaking prints to direct their crcetive energies. Tlrc
exhibition was a testimony' rrot oniy to their highh'
technical skill but to the versatilitv of artistic expres-
sion rvhich can be combined in the graphic idiom.

\Vorking s'ith a conrbination o[ illintinq tcchniqu<:.s
from verl' simple linocuts to iriglrlv precision screen
prints and experimenting with speeial inks and difte-
rent materials, the efiects u'ere both original and sti-
nrulating. Sorne artists had managed to create a three
rlirnensional effcct b1' raising thin rvelts of colour or
hy making deep impressions in the paper. Quite a
nunrber of the artists exploited the negative-positive
image that is at the basis of any printing method to
create visual illusions by the use of geometric shapes
ancl rcpetitive images. In the u'ork entitled "Four plus
Four times Five" the artist (Bea N{addock) used a
srnall ncu'spaper photograph as a starting point and
then by repeating it and enlarging it rvith a variation
of tone dots, grids and special inks created a highlv
conrpelling irnage that seems to dissolve and re-
irppcar s'ith added impact. Another artist (George
Ilaldessin ) rrscd an aluminium sheet to project an
ctclring crrtitled "skylight" rvhich, rvitlr acluatintctl
<,louds and the gleaming planes of th<' aluminir,rnr.

(Contitmul orr prrgc lS )
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LAKSHMI N{ILLS

COMPANY

LIMITED
SPINDLES: 1,56,956. LOOMS: 396

illanufacturers of

Fincst Qualitl; Cotton and Staple Fibre Yarn 'aiid'Fabfics

Ask by nanre our follotoing products

CROWN PRINCE
'TERENE'/COTTON SUITING in popular shades

GOLD CROWN
'TERENE'/COTTON Shirting in pastel shades

MARQUISS
2 x 2 'TERENE'/COTTON SHIRTING in fascinating shadcs

DAYTONE
I'OPLINS in rshite and soft colours l'ith special 'CRESLIN' Crcase

resistant frnish

DEN,ICCRAT
I'OPLINS in lllcachetl lfcrt:criserl an<l in lrlcasing shaclcs

GALAKSHT
GABI,RDINE, Bleaclrcd - Mercerised

VALENCIA
SATIN DUCK, Illeachc<l - Mercerised

SEA LORD
DRILLS, Bleached, Khaki, Olive Green and Hydron Blue

BALLERINA
PRINTED VOILS. Superfine Mercetised, woven from Egyptian cotton yarn

KOTTAH
PRINTED SAREES u'ith beautiful designs

VOILAKSH
2 x 2 VOILES rvoven from superfine Egyptian cotton yarn

Branches at
PALLAOA[I
& KOVILPATTI

Telegram
..LAKSHMI'' COIMBATORE

,.LAKSHMIMIL'' KOVILPATTI

Telex
Coimbatore: 042-212

Telephone
Coimbatore: 30251 to 30255

Kovilpatti: 418
Palladam: Sulur 250
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SUD,A,N: THE FORGOTTEN MASSACRES
b'or u long time the extennination of tha Bantus in Southentsudanlnsbcenlatgelgignored.bytheuorld
press.lUe publish. below an Open Letter to President Kauiula in his capacity as chairman of thi Organiza-
tion of African Unitg front. Coloncl loseph Lagu, one of tlrc commandcrs of Anga Nya, the Bantu milittnl
organization, lt appeared last year hr the T,ambia Daily Mail.

E, Southcrn Sudanese, living under extreme re-
pression in our homelancl or as refugees in

friendly African countries, appeal to Your Excellency
to becorne aware of our plight and raise your bane-
volent voice in our behalf....

Ilying the r\,IIS helicopters and ffring at us the rockets
and guns of these helicoptels. We har,e hcard tlicin
communicating rvith each other in tiieir Lanlts and in
their planes. We have l-reard the screams of wounded
Russian pilots. We have buried the bodies of Russian

Will not Your Excellency, s'ho has spoken for peo- ainnen who perished with their helicopters.. . .
ples under the colonial yoke throughout Africa, place AII we ask of life is to be allowed to Iive it. We do
before the world our story-a story of shame and not seek foiei$n arns, rnoney or men. All we beg from
miserl', a story of a people rvho have sufiered half a the rest of Africa and the world is the recognition that
million deaths because their skin and their culture is we are human beings, not animals, and tlie riglrt to
difierent from their nordrern compatriots. The com- live as human beings. Is this an unjust demaurl,'
parison though vile rnust be ntade: tve have endured Your Excellency, who is a peaceful man, qt.-rstion
inatu' 11111s5 more deaths through rrurder, repression rt'hy u'e do not surrender our arms and co-operate rvith
and disease than all the Afi'ican freedom movements the Sudanese goverrunent. lVe have attempted to do
<-pmbinecl. And yet the Organisation of Africa Unity so many times. Williarn Deng, an illustrious scholar
rvill not even allou'our story to be heard in its councjls. and statesnan, chose the path of co-operation. IIe u'as

Our Getlrsemane, cruel though it has been, was made shot dead by the Sudanese army shortly after his
inffnitcly more painful by the Union of the Soviet Re- election in Tonj Central Constituency. IIis name is but
publics, w.hicfi have undertakern to assist and direct one of scores of the most taiented soutireruc'rs u'hose
our S,rdanese tonnentors in the genocide being con- choice of co-operation resulted in their murder or
ducte<l ut our expeltse. Even as u'e u'rite to volr, Soviet incarceration. Among the ordinary people, t.nau1' have
tanks rr.ith Rtrssian clrivcrs are rurnbling tlrrough our tried to co-operate. They have been repaid b1' being
villagt's, killirrg antl rnainring orrr clefencelcss people slaughtered in their homes and ir tleir churciies ar,ri
ancl our lit,estock u'ith their caltnon and machille-guns, Itlosques. One example among thousands mav be ciied
btrrnirrg our hornes, chulchcs, nrosqu(:s and schools rvith from a recent bcok, 'Sudan, An African Trirgedr", bi' ii
thcir {lanretlirou,els and c'ntshing orlr garclen plots Norwegian journalist. Discussing a massacre ot ar groul)
uncler tlreir lrcgie. of communicants in a church, thc author describcc.i

\\rl'u'rr out' pcople fiee the Sudau to livc a pitiablc rvhat he saw as 'the burned chapel, the s'orrnrlccl, tlrc
cr.ristcrrcc its rr'fugc,cs irr rrcig|b<-ruripg cguptrics, t|<, bttmcd bor-res artd skulls of thc 50 jttnocctrt cii iliarr';

Suclal tloops under the tutelage of their Soviet masters, including chldren, _rnurdercd in colcl blood'.
rvell cxpericnc.ccl in r.tppressi,on of peoplc's rrprisings. For wl.rat crime then are we courletnned to alrniltill-
cross tlfo iptemational jr^orclers ancl irasiacr" 6,,t pJn- tion? Whatever the crirne it must be heinotts, because

ple on uon-Sudanese soil. - \\'e have paid the full nea-sure of fir'e hunclred thousand
Iorrr Excellcncl,rnay ask lrow u'e knou, thc llussians lives for this crirne. Is it becausc \\'e \\'crc boln black?

are jn tlie Southci'n Sudan helping the governrnent and Because we do not lvish to be slaves? Ilecause rl'e
their Eg;,ptian allics? \\/e liave seeri them moving da19 !o assert we are rnen?.
atrcut ii-lhe streets of Juba rvhere the1, are based] 

""tj"or:,,::: 
j.l:f":,i:il?fiu',f,\:*T:H?t:"j jl:

rvill be first. Therefore we must sufier in a backrvash
(cont'd fron page 77) of human misery, relegated to linrbo of clespair, urrtil

suggested precisely the effect described by the title. every African man, wornan and child in the Southem
Therc are probably not enough facilities readily Sudan, no matter what his tribe or religion, is dead.

inailablc to allow printmaking to become a more Dead from the machines of war or the concon.rittrnt
popular artistic medium in India. But considering the horrors of starvation and disease. Is there no states-
great skill possessed by traditional craftsmen in other man to tell the story to the world? Not just one man?
fields .srrclr as textiles or engraved metalu'are that have Do not forsake us Excellency. Bring our case before
afEnitics rvith the skill requircd for printmaking, this the OAU and the rvorld, LET US IlaT Ll\;tr. 11 tlre
could lle a clrallenging and satisfving dimension for name of God and humanism, treat us like men. FOR
Indian artists to rvork in. \VE ARE MEN.
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Fteedom Flrst

Letter to the Editor

,, ON P AIVIP IILET EERING"

[N his article "On Pamphleteering" in the Januaryr issue of Freedom Firsf, Mr. A. G. Noorarri makes
quite a few pertinent observations on the declirre in the
art of pamphleteering and the failure of its intellectuals
which may be due either to opportunism or non-in-
volvement.

This is not the place to indulge in a dissertation on
rvhich came ffrst: the egg of the decline or the hen of
the failure. Perhaps, both sprang up simultaneously,
more or less, which make the phenomenon a biological
fantasy but nonetheless a sociological reality.

But when Mr. Noorani speaks - rightly, of course -
of tlie leaders of the Congress Socialist Party, like faya
Prakash Narayan, Minoo Masani, Ashok Mehta, Dr.
Lobia et cl, as "moulding a certain intellectual climate
in the country", he has singularly overlooked the im-
mense pioneering contribution of M. N. Roy to the
stimulation and growth of that climate from the Marxist
point of vierv. Krrowing Mr. Noorani as I do, I am sure
tliat the ornission has been inadverterrt.

It can be said that Roy's infuence began to be felt

March 1972

with the publication of lndia ln Transition in 1922.
Stray copies of that proscribed book of historical im-
portance had found their way into India. For over
thirty.ffve years and till his death in 1954, his proliffc
writings, fust in Vanguard and then in lndependznt
lndin (whieh was ultimately and logically transformed
into Radical Hunnnist) continued to engage the atten-
tion of Indian intellectuals and politiciars and were
the fens et origo of his followers. Side by side with
this weekly food for thought, Roy tumed out books,
booklets, pamphlets, tracts and printed texts of his
speeches with an amazing prodigality. A bibliography
prepared by the Centre For South Asian Studies of the
University of California, Berkelev and published in
M. N. Roy's Memoirs (Allied Publishers) Iists 133
publications by Roy, of which 7O are pamphlets of
less than I00 pages. Ivlany of them also have been
published in book form in India and abroad. Let me
also recall his famous "Letters To Congress Socialists"
from his incarceration in Dehra Dun jail.

It's a pity that even today many of our political
writers and politicians show a marked hesitancy in
mentioning the humanist par excellence that M. N.
Roy was.

-I. B. H. Wern

DO YOU DREAM
IN COTOUR?

If you live in a world of
dreams dotted with greens and
golds; if you see yourself
in patterns of startling beauty;
rt you rvant to stop the
world for a bold, dramatic
moment, come to us.

See our designs. Feel our
flowing textures. And discover,
that beautiful colours
don't belong only in dreams.

BOMBAY DYEING

!o. r62a
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BOIIIBAI UNTERSITy DROP-OUT - Cont'd fron Ttage l
Apart from the form, I found the content of tl,e

course unsuitable for me. As I do not now plan to go
be1'ond a master's degree, I wanted a course that would
allorv me to specialise in my favourite areas of litera-
ture, Arnerican novel, modern poetry and drama, espe-
cially of George Bernard Shaw. I found, instead of
opportunity for intense study, that my Ame.rican Lite-
rature elective was a begirming level conglomeration
in linguistics, Old and Middle English, and American
Literature. Non-electives were also more general than
I desired. With notable exceptions, the lectures lacked
the closely thought out and specific analysis that is the
backbone of sophisticated literary study and too much
time was spent on generalities and parenthetical histo-
rical information. I investigated the trrcssibility of
attaining a master's degree by writing a thesis on a
specialised area, before quitting graduate school alto-
gether. It is too bad the thesis prograrnme is not
possible, as it would be an exciting programme. I
again realize the financial and administrative liabili-
ties.

With all my fault-ffnding, I must say that the syllabus
stecred me to a valuable reconsidcration of Flerman
\{elville's ltfoby Dick, to discover the brilliant psycho-
logical insiglrt of George Elliot, and to commune with
one of the most charming of English literary figures,
Joseph Addison, to whose nature, talent added a
superb prose style. Not a bad months rvork.

Now to mention the most subjective problem that
I had in adjusting to the University of tsombay, and

the consideration *'hich makes me most strongly to
prefer the American educational syste-m. I missed the
attitude of maturity and mrrtuirl respect that the faculty
and students share in an Ar:rerican irrstifution. The
idea of attendance quotas would be rebelled against at
a fresher level, not to mention giaduirte scliool. Tire
students attend classes because tlre,"- enjoy them. The
disorganisation and, sornetimes, intellectual simplicity
in Bornbay Universilv gives the over-riding impression
that the student's time and development is not con-
sidered important. \{ore effort is generally made to
challenge the students in the American system on the
assunrption that the students are doing sornething im-
portant. The Bombay students blatantly ignore the
lecturer and have a general attitude of hostility toward
the professor. In return for being regarded as a respon-
siblc individual, the American University student co-
operates r+'ith and generally likes his professors.

In my opinion, the respectful interaction for student
and professor and an educational organisation design-
ed to be responsive to the students, is the heart and
soul of the forrnal educational experience. Thus, I
liumbly suggest administrative reorganisation more
considerate to the student, more specialised and
sophisticated handling of the subject matter, especially
for graduate students, and a change of attitude on the
part of students and faculty toward more individual
student responsibility and a sense of co-operation and
challenge.

IIAVE YOU JOINED THE FORUII?

In ordcr to understand current cconornic problerns, r'ead Forum of Free

Enterprise booklets which are issued e\/ery nrolrth. hidividuals cau

l;ccome Associate Nlembers (Rs.7/- annual fee plus Rs.5/- entrance

fee ). College students can become Student Associates by paying Rs. 3/-
and get the publications.

FORTTM OF FREE ENTERPRISE
Sohrab House,235, Dr. D. N. Road

Post Box 48-A, Bombay I

A non-political organisation to educate public
opinion on ecorlornic affairs and especially the
role of private enterprise.
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WITH MAI\IY VOICES
Moans rountl with many ..roi"""r. co-", rrlTt"*A
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

-Tenngson,

Chief lv{inisters are coming down quicker than Sabre Poetry and music are an international language.
jets during the Indo-Pak war. -President Nixon to Yevtushenko

-Hhnmat, February 4. quoted in T'ime, February 14.

From our past experience, we in
immense hopes on the American people.

:Qhou Enlai in Time,

Who says Americans don't love poetry?

-soviet Poet Yevtusn"il'o*#ii:

We are surrounded today by many boneless
rvonders.

-N. A. Palkhivala quoted in the
Stat esntan, January 16.

China place

February 14.

One Bengali, 
"n 

or"* t,* Bengalis, an uproar.
Three Bengalis, a revolution.

-Dacca man to Mr. Frank Moraes,
Indian Express, January 15.

I make no other claims than this: I am an extremely
competent idiot.

-Danny Kaye in Span, January L972.

You can get very much further rvith a kincl rvord \
and a gun than rvith a kind u'ord alone,

-Al Capone, quoted in Time,
February 14.

The black joke about Russia being a country u'here
the onll' sane people are locked up in lunirtic asy'lurns
is not strictly' accurate.

-TIrc Econontisf, lanuan' 8.

I:rru,rxtrt lirnst,
C/o Denrocratic Rescarclr Servicc

127, l\lahatrna Gandlri Road,

llombay I.

Please enrol ntc as A subscrilrcr lo Fnr:rnorr Ftusr.

I rentit the annual subscription of Rs. 5.OO

IIe is/I an a stuclent. I remit Rs. 3.00

Namc:,

Collegc ( for students )

Addrcss:

S ignatrrrt'

Like the Greeks in their decadence, we are in danger
of telling our protectors how barbarous they are.

-Ra''rnond Arop in The Economist,
January 1.

If you want to live a big life, get a big cause.

-Elia Kazan in The Assassins

For their own reasons, a good many Senators are now
positively eager to snatch defeat from the jarvs of
victory in Vietnam.

-Joscph :\lsop in JIurch of tlrc Natiott,
January 22.

The state of trade in tlre country' still does not meet
(consumcr) demand.

-Central Cornmittee of Conrmunist Party of
Soviet Union quoted in Radiance ,

February 6.

We are already beginning to move out of an era
rvhen thc consumer can be relied upon to say "please"
and the worker "thank you."

-J. A. Hoskyns in the Economist, February 5.

Socrates, they say, was married to a nagging, com-
plaining slrrel, Xanthippe. One day a friend greeted
the grcat sage and asked: "And horv is Xanthippe
toclal'f" "Comparcd", Socrates asked, "u'ith rvhat?"

-U.S. Ncus anrl World Rcport, Fcbruary 14.

l,rrblishcd for tlrc I)cmocratic Ilcscarch Scn'icc by J. If. Patel, Associate Eclitor, lirccdotn First at 127, l\1. Gandhi Road,

I}rnrbal l arrcl printcd b1' hirrr at Inlirnd Printcrs, 55 Carndcvi lload, Bornbay ?.
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