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MISFORTUNES OF A BOMBAY UNIVERSITY

DROP-OUT

Joan Contractor

I AM an American university educated American, who

started a Master’s Degree in English Literature at
the University of Bombay, and quit after one month,
In writing about my experience, it will be difficult to
be tactful, and not to emphasize an already too pre-
valent point of view that all things Western are illus-
trious and all things Indian are shoddy. This is a view
which I generally do not hold. This fact, I would apolo-
getically like to make clear, before blundering into
unholy and anti-humble fault-finding, with judgment
clouded by misty-eyed sentiment for my dear alma
mater. By your leave.

I found the University of Bombay to be rather badly
and bafflingly organised. On registering, there were
the usual transcripts and identifications to be prepared,
forms to be filled, and fees to be paid, a bureaucratic
tangle at any university. At no one place, however,
could I find a complete and organised set of instruc-
tions for registration, stating exactly what was needed,
in what order, and where. The Bombay University
clerical staff all thought it amusing that my knowledge
of registration procedure was not instinctual, and
laughed at my questions. As I made each of several
individual trips to the university, to presznt one or
another form or document, I could not tell whether I
was just beginning or ending the procedure of registra-
tion. I usually learned only the next small step in the
process, thinking that would be the last necessary
time-consuming trip to the University of Bombay
offices. The end of the procedure was a golden goal,
like a carrot on a stick.

The classes also were organised in a way that I found
confusing. There were eight different literary areas
being handled at once, and each of the nineteen
lecture periods was devoted to one of the different
areas, usually taught by a different professor, with no
particular order or continuity. I must confess I had not

even memorized exactly what all the areas were, let
alone which lecturer taught which area, which day, by
the time I quit. In this respect I find the American
system preferable. American organisation would be
something like this: Instead of having all eight areas
both years, they would lecture on four subjects the first
year, and four the second. They would hold a lecture
for one of the subjects at the same time of day, two or
three days per week. One professor would lecture on
all or one area. At the end of each year, the final exa-
mination for four of the subject areas would be held.

The new system would yield considerable advan-
tages. It would provide continuity in the study of each
subject. It would cut down the over-ponderous, nine-
teen lecture week to nine to twelve lectures, and would
facilitate the yearly instead of the biennial exam, a
schedule that has been vocally propounded by students
time and again. This organisation would point toward
three to six professors, devoted entirely and identi-
fiably to the graduate course, instead of twenty to
thirty people, mainly devoted to, and borrowed from
undergraduate courses, at inconvenience to professor
and student. I make these suggestions admitting that
I know nothing of their financial and administrative
feasibility.

(Continued on page 15)

CONTENTS

Misfortunes of a Bombay University
Drop-Out by Joan CONTRACTOR 1
Notes 2
The Alternatives in Kashmir

by A. G. Noorant 4
‘Nationalised” Textbooks by R. HAwkiNs 6
A Question of Sanity by Nissim EZEkIEL 8

Four Plus Four Times Five

by Geera Doctor 11

AT T

HIHIS

















































	238 - March 1972
	Misfortunes of a Bombay University Drop-out - Joan Contractor
	Between You & Me and the Lamp Post
	Sporting Don
	A Man for all Seasons
	States Rights under Fire
	Life and Soul of the PEN
	Journalists Organise
	Defence Minister Spills the Beans
	The Alternatives in Kashmir - A. G. Noorani
	'Nationalised' Textbooks - R. Hawkins
	A Question of Sanity - Nissim Ezekiel
	Where Marx Went Wrong - Cynthia Young
	Statement about Ownership
	Four Plus Four Times Five - Geeta Doctor
	Sudan: The Forgotten Massacres
	Letter to the Editor: 'On Pamphleteering' - J. B. H. Wadia
	With Many Voices

