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B. Ratnasabhapati

HE movement for the bifurcation of Andhra

Pradesh into Telengana and Andhra arose as a
result of the judgement of the Supreme Court on
October 2, 1972, declaring the Mulki Rules valid
under article 35 (b) of the Constitution contrary to
its own earlier judgement of 1969.

For those who may not be aware, the Mulki Rules
were first promulgated in 1918. The rules contained
preferential provisions on grounds of birth, descent
and residence in the old Nizam State of Hyderabad.
The Mulki Rules themselves were abolished in respect
of the regions of Marathwada and the Kannada speak-
ing district comprised the erstwhile Hyderabad State
which had the Mulki benefits until the dismemberment
of Hyderabad State on November 1, 1958. But the
rules continued to operate in the Telengana region of
Andhra Pradesh. The rules thus gave preferential
treatment to those residing in the Telengana Region
in the matter of Government service. This created
resentment among those living outside the Telengana
region.

Less than a month after the Supreme Court judge-
ment, a conference was convened at the initiative of
the Swatantra Party at Guntur on November 18 and
19. Members of the Congress(O ), the Socialist Party
and several unattached independent political leaders
attended.

The Conference formed the Andhra Praja Parishad
consisting of the members of these parties and stud-
ents. At the time of its formation its limited objective
was to secure the scrapping of the Mulki Rules. The
objective was time-bound. The Parishad’s resolution
adopted at that conference stipulated that, in the event
of this limited objective not being fulfilled by the end
of November, the Andhra Praja Parishad would
declare a state-wide struggle for separation. The
limited objective was not achieved and the Parishad
set about implementing its declaration for a separate
State.

Subsequently, the non-Gazetted Officers joined the
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movement for the bifurcation of the State and went
on strike. The strike is still continuing.

The agitation has several unique characteristics.
The first is the massive participation of women. The
second was the adoption of the Gandhian technique
of civil disobedience for the first time in independent
India. Fasts were organised. Mass processions were
highly regulated and orderly. Public meetings were
admirably disciplined. Students did not attend schools
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One-third of all the blind people in the world
reside in India. For these five or six million sight-
less the country has little time, energy or money,
says Raghunath Rakibe, a second year M.A.
student in Political Science at Bombay Univer-
sity. Blind, he “wonders what my future is going
to be like... ... ” Former Freedom First Staffer
Vrunda Moghe takes down his stinging plaint.

Mr. Ratnasabhapati, member of the Andhra
Legislative Assembly and Vice President of the
Swatantra Party in Andhra, writes of the trouble
brewing in the strife-torn State of Andhra
Pradesh.

Theatre Critic Geeta Doctor attends an open
air theatre — The Brabourne Stadium in Bombay
and writes of her initiation in the world of Test
Match cricket.

On page 6 we carry a statement issued by the
Executive Council of the Liberal International at
a meeting which was attended by the Editor.

India’s foremost cartoonist R. K. Laxman
reviews a book about Workaholics.

Litterateur Nissim Ezekiel examines Suzanne
Labin’s attack on the hippies.

Associate Editor J. R. Patel reviews Vijay
Tendulkar’s controversial play Sakharam Binder.
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