:

MARCH 1974

JOURNAL 'OF LIBERAL,: IDEAS ;

EDITOR: M. R. MASANI

THE PANTHERS WE DESERVE

Arvind A. Deshpande

“Make no more heroes of God.
Only elevate the race’.
ROBERT BROWNING

A EVERY country gets the panthers it deserves. Indian

Liberals should welcome the emergence of the
Dalit Panther Movement as a hopeful countervailing
force in our anarchic democracy.

Let me straight away state the reasons for such an
unhesitating stand. They are:
(a) For the first time in independent India we have
a movement which is founded on ethical and cultural
principles as against a host of movements based on
parochial, regional or narrow economic considerations.
(bh) After a long spell, i.e., after the emergence of the
Congress Socialists in the thirties, here is 2 movement
in which the youth, and more significantly. intellectual
activists have taken the initiative.
(c) Finally, because the movement is not sustained
by any single ideology and is not formed round any
one outstanding individual (which would have made
it a prisoner to such identity for all time). It seems
capable of combining rational liberalism, the Gandhian
technique of moral coercion and radical modernism to

; provide a basis for a new type of social action. Its poll

boycott call was typically Gandhian in technique and
is a potentially hopeful sign for the democratic process
in our country.

One fervently hopes that the Panthers will always
bear in mind that their real strength is their fundamen-
tally ethical appeal and that they will not mistake
violence, in deeti or word, for strength. If they do not
make this discrimination between violence and
strength, it will not be long before the standard pattern
of Calcutta is repeated in Bombay, namely scurring
fights between young people with a vague background
of something idealistic, a hazy admiration for mutually
exclusive great personalities (Buddha, Shivaji, Dr.
Ambedkar & Marx in this case), an emotion shared by
a large number of people representing some kind of
transformation of the original element of idealism by
the catalitic action of frustration followed by an eager-

ness of opportunist leaders to capitalise on this widely
shared sense of frustration resulting in mindless
violence and finally emptiness and a return to square
one.

The age-old torture

No liberal Indian or Hindu for that matter will deny
that the practice of untouchability is not only sinister
but inhuman and immoral. We have all been shocked
to find in our midst a large section of people who
being “untouchables” have suffered discriminations
unthinkable in any civilised society. That is why saints
and social reformers from Ram Mohan Roy to Gandhi
fought for the abolition of untouchability. The framers

(Continued on page 14)
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‘A COUNTRY WITHOUT A MAN’

So the gangsters in the Kremlin have done it at
last. In the face of global obloquy, they have
arrested and deported Solzhenitsyn. Academician
Sakharov has rightly described it as an “insult to
the whole world”.

There can be no doubt about the blazing anger
this act will kindle in the hearts of lovers of
freedom throughout the world. A thought will
also be given to those contemptible people who,
whether in Delhi or elsewhere, call the men in
the Kremlin their friends.

As its own little token of solidarity with
Solzhenitsyn Freedom First will in its April
issue publish extracts from Solzhenitsyn’s writings
so that his voice reaches our readers and the facts
which the Kremlin seeks to suppress get known.

The banishment of Solzhenitsyn abroad as a
stateless person after his being stripped of his
nationality was not altogether unforeseen. If this
should bhappen, it was aptly said, “Solzhenitsyn
will not become a man without a country; Russia
will become a country without a man”.
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