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SALVAGING FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 
S. P. Aiyar 

A QUARTER of a century has just elapsed since the 
Constitution of India was inaugurated and as one 

'=' reflects on the vicissitudes through which this noble 
instrument of govemment has passed one recalls the 
words of Rajendra Prasad in the Constituent Assembly. 
"Whatever the Constitution may or may not provide, 
the welfare of the country will depend", he said, "upon 
the way in which the cotmtry is administered. That 
will depend upon the men who administer it ... India 
needs today nothing more than a set of honest men 
who will have the interest of the country before them ... 
We can only hope that the country will throw up such 
men in abundance." It is a sad comment on our public 
life that twenty-five years later, tl10 Constitution, 
which was conceived in liberty and dedicated to the 
goals of a free society based on social and economic 
justice, equality of opportunity and the unity of the 
nation should stand 'defaced and defiled' as one of our 
great eonstitutional lawyers0 has now written. 

The main cause, if one is compelled to select the 
most impo1tant from a welter of contributory factors, 
is the continued dominance of a single party for most 

:::.--·of this period. In the Nehru era of Indian politics, as ' 
it is popularly known, there was a semblance of politi­
cal stability but the economic policies of that period 
conh·ibuted immensely to the economic crisis and 
eventual social disruption which one witnesses today. 
Economic programmes and policies resulting in an 
administrative jungle of permits, licences and controls, 
black-market and corruption; restrictions on business 
and trade and property rights and the growing dis­
parities between rich and poor despite socialist decla­
rations had prepared the soil for a revolution of rising 
frustration. In his perceptive study of ]atca]wrlal 
Ne7m.~, A Conle11qwmry's Estimate ( 1966), Walter 
Cocker observed: "It is hard to escape the fear that 
the main achievement of Nehru's economic and social 
policy will ttun out to be social disruption." These 
trends acquired a terrifying swiftness in the second 
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phase of one-party dominance under the Ruling Con­
gress after the General Election of 1971. Statist policies, 
partly radical but mostly populist, were pushed through 
with little regard to constitutional implications and the 
new style of politics born in a life and death stntggle 
against the 'old men' of the Congress was concerned 
with immediate political success rather than strength­
ening the norms of public life in a democracy. Within 
the brief span of three years the fundamental rights 
of citizens suffered erosion through constitutional 
amendments rendered possible through massi\·e parlia­
mentary majority and the judicial process was sought 
to be corrupted by injecting politics into it. The public 
has been confused by specious and misleading argu­
ments of the politicians while the apathy of the masses 
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vVe make no apology for reproducing from 
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festo for a middle class revolt against statism 
in U.K. How much more reason there is then 
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makes possible the destruction of th ~:: democratic free­
doms of the citizen. Tile siluntion is well expressed in 
the words of Joseph Story quoted by Sacbchidanandn 
Sinha in the Constituent Assembly in December 1949. 
"Republics are created" he said, ·· ... by the virtue, 
public spirit, and intelligence of the citizens. TI1ey fall 
when tJ1e wise are banished from the public councils, 
because they dare to be honest. and the prorugate are 
rewarded, because they Batter the people, in order to 
be trav them." 

If the Constitution toJay stands 'defaced and de­
fil ed' it is due as much to the apathy and ignorance of 
the c itizelJS ru; the politician's appetite for power. 
Palkhivala e;>:pounds this theme with t.hat celebrated 
eloquence which has made him famous. In part 1, he 
discusses the nature and philosophy of rights, the im­
plications of the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth 
Amendments, specially tha t notorious Article 31 C 
which he lightly describes as ··an out.rage on the Con­
stitution", the role of the Courts and the dangerous 
doctrine of having "A Judiciary made to measure.'' 

T he inclusion of Fundamental Rights in the Con­
stitution is viewed in the perspective of History. 
Rightly does he say: "Compulsions of H istory dictated 
that tl1e rights of the citizens should be guaranteed by 
the Constitution . The countrv was to become a free 
d emocracy for the first time in ·its 5000 years old history. 
Freed om had not been bred in tJ1e bones of the peo­
ple; and in such a country the basic human freedoms 
needed a constitutional force to fight against the inevit­
~ble onslaughts of power hungry politicians.'' This is 
a view exactly the opposite of what tl1c Simon Com­
mission held in 1930. I ts Report had said: "Many of 
those who came bE-fore us have urged tJ1at the Indian 
constitution should contain d efinite guarantees for the 
rights of individuals ... Experience. however, has not 
shown tltem to be of any great practical value. Abstract 
declarations are useless, unless there exists the will 
and the means to make them effective." It seems 
ironic,ll tktt we han· now reached a point in our 
political OP\'elopmenl when the view of the Simon 
Commbsion seems to get reinforced by the deliberate 
attempt~ of politicians to nibble away at the rights of 
the citizen. Palkhivala quotes with approval, at the 
head of one of his chapters. the 'vvords of Justice Learn­
ed Hand: "Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women; 
when it dies there, no c:onstilution, no bw, no court 
can san· it; no e<>nstitntimi , nc) law . no court can l' \ 'PII 

dCI muc-h Ln he-lp it." 
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humao freedoms of the citizen. Their irresponsib le 
readiness to amend t.he Constitution with a view to 
constricting liberty is .only tantamount to a confession 
of personal unfitness to work, what one Supreme Court 
judge aptly called, 'Our sublime Constitution.' " Again : 
"In India freedom is not more than one election away 
frmn extinction. \Vhen an attempt to uphold the rule 
of law is called 'vested interests', and when preserva­
tion of the sanctity of the Constitution is called the 
handiwork of 'reactionary forces', it should be clear to 
any thinking m.iuJ tha t freedom is in peril" 

One of the untenable arguments advanced by Com­
munists and other radic•\ls is the ·bourgeois' characte r 
of the Constitution and the inherent conllicl between 
fundamental rights and the Directive Principles. 
Palkhivala categorically rejects this view: "There can 
he no inc:onsistency or collision between the funda­
mentaJ rights and tht} directive principles since they 
are on different planes. TI1cre can be no conflict bet­
ween the ends and the means. Tite only conllict is bet­
ween the Constitution and those who refuse to accept 
the discipune of the Conslitulion. On the University 
campus, refusal to accept discipline is called 'student 
unrest'; in the political capitals, refusaJ to accept dis­
cipline is called 'progressive radicalism'." 

In my view, the most important and valuable part 
of this book is the tl1orough examination of Parlia­
ment's power to amend the Constitution. It reflects 
Palkhivala's brilliant legal acumen and forsenic ability. 
In line with the classic presentation of his arguments 
in the Fundame ntal Rights Case he emphasizes that 
"Parliament's power to amend tl1e Constitution does 
not comprise the power to a lter or destroy any of the 
essential features, basic e lemen ts or fundamental 
principles of the Cons titution.'> Rightly does he argue 
that Parliament is a creature of the Ccmstitutiou which 
is the source of jts power and cnnnot therefore assert 
its supremacy over the fundamental law. Moreover, 
Parliament c·annot be identified with the people's wiiJ. • 
Tilt' Tweul\ -fourth AJnc·nclmcnt. Icc says, has brought 
ahout n rc~·olutionarv chan~c· in the Con~titution hy 
~t'{·~iu~ to tnmsfer !'~\ C'rC'ignty from people to Parlia­
ment. In tbe final pages he shows how the Court's 
decision in the Fu11damental Rights Case had expressly 
n:pudia tcd Parliamen t's c01npctcnce to ~ Iter the bas ic 
fcnturcs of tl1e Constitution. In doing this ''somctlting 
precio~t~ has been sn lvagccl mel of the tcn1pl·~ t that 
r.t~l·d <>vcr tlc c- Covt•nttrH'Itt\ claim h) \Vrcak tht· Con­
'tilution." ThC' trend of thl~ dcchion iudic:atcd in uu­
mistakahle h .• rnt:. tlc.tt P:ulialltl'lct's pow<:r of amend 
llll 'ttl h rt \ tridc·d ;\nd th;ll at c·ould nol · , uro~llt• In 
i l , ,·lf lh·· rnl. , f li e• O lli· cl I cq 11 itl ·tnr ,f tJ ,, Con 

' ' ilttl inn 
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THE ANGER OF THE MIDDLE CLASS 
WHO are the middle class? They can be defined in 

relatively restricted tenns so that they appear to 
be a small minority of senior professional people, or 
they can be defined to include everyone who owns his 
own house, or works in a white collar job. In that case 
the middle class is at least ha lf om- society. 

1110 wider definition is probably the more accurate, 
but the truth is tha t there a rc <l 11t1mher of indicators, 
C'ach of which has a scale of significance'. Education is 
one of th<' most importu11t indicators. ancllnter the agl! 
a t which fonnal education unds the higher tl1e proba­
bilil}' that the p erson concerned be longs to the middle 
class. Propert)' is another indicator; one may impose a 
cut off poi'nt and say that there is a separate class of the 
rich, but upto that point the larger a family's assets, 
the more likely that family is to belong to the middle 
class. It is tl1e sam~ with johs; a ll lawyers arc profes­
sional men and h eloog to tl1e middle class, but a High 
Court Judge belongs to it more emphatically than a 
fl edgling articled clerk. 

What does the middle <:lass do? It organise~ tlle 
country. It is very hard for a man to be in a position 
in which he can issue instructions and not find himself 
a middle: class pcxsou. This is a lmost as true of trade 
union leadership as it is of industria l leadership. The 
trade uniou lcadl'r is nowadays a professional man 
whose profession is to organise trade unions, and that 
is skilled and exacti ng profession which most of us 
would lack tJ ~e patience or the shrewdness to perform. 
Out modern trade lmion leaders, like Mr. L en Murray 
or Mr. A•'thur ScargiJI. who are well educated men of 
considerable gifts. can be seen to be pillaTs of the mid­
dle class just as much as the directors of ICI. 

This is true n ot onl)' of those trade union leaders 
• who appear on television. and in industry it is true not 

only of top mana~C'm<•nt. !\nv man who sees his enreer 
!l' a prog11:sc; rather thn1l a 'talic O('{'Upalion has inC'vil­
ahly acquired till' ct•ntml attit11ch: nf middle class life . 
Any job. lum C'n.'r juuior. tllnt is 011 a ladd('r of promo­
tion natuJ·ally produces tho:.c attitudes of competitive 
cmbition which lie at tlw heart of middle class culture. 
Any pe rson who sees life as a process of e ffort and 
improv(•m ent has accepted the main principiP. 

J\ Ill fril i<111 

Thi' altitude· '·an lw admirC'd or teweltt•tl. ·· L::scht•w 
awhition. h, that sin [p\llht· :l!.~els". wrote Milton. nnd. 
h, tl lf' t:u.dard~ of tht· <·cmt(·mplnti' <·. this ,.,,, ... ~,. i.; a 
tll II II ·, rrne I,, .. It'''"''"' I l.lllllill 1
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wr,OII:ll :\In hit inn \deidl pull~ tlte worlcl ~I long. T lw 
micldl<' dass man. who ))('li t'\' <'~ himself to he ~ntn·,~­
fnlh .Hh; '' ell::! lti• "'' 11 iute·1 .,l~. I\ i11 ll•'l lwlpin>!, In 
p11ll tl w r•oa~h nf ,; ,t• id,· ll r· '-IJ CI'('Nl~ nn h • h 1. work -

ing hard and skilJfuUy at his job, and his job would not 
exist if society did not feel the need of it. 

This ambition usually extends beyond one life time. 
Most of us \\ish to give our children at least the advan­
tages we had oursch·es, and if possible want to pro­
vide tha t thcv should have a better chance. This is not 
only a question c,f m .. mey, but of nurture, of family 
support and of education. Some middle class people 
hnvc capital which they want to hand do,:vn; almost 
nil nrc concerned to sec thnt thcix children should h ave 
as good nn edu<:ation as possible; education is the link 
of the genera tions, and the concern of the micltUe class 
for education is a grea t ad,·antage to their children 
and through their ch ildren to society. 

11li:. is most important in nn historic socie ty like that 
of Britain. We a ll know famil ies with a tradition of 
teaching, or science, or medicine, law, or business. F or 
these r.,milies as much as for l:mdo"11ers or the aristo­
cracy, each generation builds on the shoulders of the 
previous one. There is a continuum of the family ex­
pe rience which does not disad vantage other families, 
bu t adds to the total capacity of socie ty. 

Powerful Forces 

11le fundamental proposition of the midtUe class is 
thert:fore something likP this: "1 want to lead ns suc­
~.:c:ssful and crcnti\'<' a li f<' n.., I can, hec:lnse I helieve 
that will h(' h est hoth for mC' and society. I want m y 
cltildn ·n to Jw, 1.' th<' bc.:~t c.:h:mC'I' to lend a similar life, 
b ecause that will be good both for them and society, 
according to thciT particular talents. I hope to g ive my 
children as good a famil y life and as good an educa­
tiOll ns they can get, and if pos!iible to leave them suffi­
cient money to ha ,·c c:omC' C'xtra security and some 
extra opportnnitie~ . 

In prac-tice this i~ thv dodt ine of llloc;t of thu mid­
dle· das<:. indnding mo~t T .al1()11r l\(C'mhC'rs of Parlia­
tnt:nl. They do stru~gle fm s('lf improvement and 
advant•t•m<.:nt: tl1cv do care about their childrtm's edu­
c..·a t ion: they cln try. lo give tl1ci r <:hildren the h cst chance 
in the world. mJCl w any nf lhern hope to leave at least 
n little moner behind them. If one ca!-;ts one's eye over 
the Cnhincl. ·it i.; a holly of nmbitiouc; men ( othcnvisr 
th<'\ wpulcl not lw thcorf' ) lllml of whom arc couC'I.'nled 
a11d ' ' it l1in 11 ' ''Il l .unl•itielll\ p.en ·nb . llml could it h C' 
11tlll'rwisc·? 

Yl'l if nut• loob .lt till' pn·~c · nl c;ituation in 11ritain, 
thPc;t· nnrm. I .nnbit um-. :m • oppn.;('(l lw )lPWt>r[nl 

f, n c 11 · ,,1 ;"" li e •' tl1• 1 e1drlh c 1 ::.;~ :H• lwrmn 
i11g t•xln:lltt'h ,1111-!;1~ aho11( i111lntimt, "hic:h they know 
In h1• a tlm•:1t i11 itq·lf to tlu •>, l' pnrpoq·.., . Thi., i" tntc • 
llc 1r w h t•l'. • e• I t•lll ""'I r' IIi !lltl pf 1111 •'! jii P 
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c.nd many in private indushy. How many salaried peo­
ple have real incomes, after tax, level with the income 
for the same job in 1970? Some do, but a great number 
do not. Yet that is not the sole cause of their resent­
ment. Much of the t·esenlment springs from what seems 
to them inordinate trade union settlements wlJich botl1 
outstrip and perpetuate inflation. When, as with con­
sultants, they arc also exposed to trade union bullying 
on the organisation of their profession, the anger 
becomes explosive. 

The danger is that the two halves of the society, the 
professional or administl'ative and the manual, the 
salary earner and the wage earner. will build up a 
mutual resentment which d enies their ultimate de­
pendence on each other. Neither can be free from 
blame; we d o not have the hardest workjng factory 
operatives in the world, but we do not have the best 
managers either. 

I nflation is not only reducing middle class living 
standards, in a way not so far true of trade unionists, 
it is tl1reatening long term aims. Inflation is now pusll­
ing private education out of the reach of many middle 
class families who expected to be able to afford it. At 
the same time the desh·uction of the grammar schools, 
and the attack on lbe direct grant schools, leaves for 
many only comprehensive education as the alternative. 
And, as they see it, comprehensive education, at leas~ 
in London and some of the big citiest is no good, or not 
good enough. 

Of course, if this is h·ue, comprehensive education is 
not good enough for anybody, middle class or not. 
Yet middle class parents are angtier because a proper 
academic education is necessary for their <.:ltiltlrcH to 
fo llow them in a professional or managerial career, and 
because their educational e>qJectations are higher. 
London parents in particular believe that the compre­
hensive schools open to their children are deficient in 
discipline, academic standards and personal continuity 
of teaching. Then· is little doubt thal violence and 
vandalism are much more serio11s problems in at least 
London comprehensive schools than they e\·er were 
in grammar schools. Many middle class, as well as 
many wage earning, families bring liP Ll1eir children 
to traditional standards of conduct which they do not 
believe that the comp1·ebensive schools will r<'inforce, 
(;vcn if they do not actually undennioc.• the1n. 

The midd le clnss also see the taxation policy of the 
present Gov<:'rnn•eot as llostile to tlH.:ir aim of building 
a co11timwus family througl1 genera tions vf lime . The 
Capital Trun~ler T<L~ is in fa<:t fairer t<l w idr"''" than 
wa:- tlw olcl E.~hl l1• Dul)' but tiH' prop nsil1n1• t hut vo1 1 
~ ltol!ld ht t.,xl' tl 1111 an illl l'r c.".t !'t'l'L' lo:aH In \ o1.1r c.l\\ '1 

l'hilclrrn Sf · ('JO.~ to thcrn :w .tlt ogl'liH·r tmju~l intrw:ion 
i11tn ti ll' urd ifhtrv prot•;·~~ lH "hkh '"~~' i l·m·Talion of 
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For these reasons many people in tl1e middle class 
feel all the resentment and anxiety of being boxed in. 
The doctors, who k-now that they would be earning 
several times as much almost in any comparable coun­
try and find piivate wards being closed because, on 
ideological grounds, the cleaners refuse to clean them, 
are the group who are nearest to action. Mrs. Castle 
seems to bo intent on making the same misjudgement 
of their mood that Mr. H eath made of tl1e miners. ln 
their sense of social ~usefulness, their unity and now 
their indignation, the doctors a re the miners of tl1e 
middle class. 

111e trade unions broke the Heath Government, and 
they did so because they were put on the defensive 
by the Industria] Relations Act. The middle class now 
feels that it has been p11t on the defensive by the 
Labour Government. Some Ministers, particularly Mr. 
Foot and Mr. Benn, seem to ordinary people to be 
governing in a class sense, not eating about the nation 
as a whole. One has to remember too that it is the 
economically weakest section of the middle class 
which is most vulnerable, the most politically sensi­
tive, and the largest. If the Cabinet d oes not recognise 
the danger of the middle class revolt, then their good 
work could be swept away with the bad. To govern 
in a national rather than class sense is not an option 
for a British party: it is a condition of eAistence. 

Courtesy: The T·imes 
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DIWALI IN DECEMBER 
Ruzbeh Antia 

THE din uf ex'J)loding fireworko.. reverberated through 
the nco-Gothic archways and corridors of St. 

Xavier's College, serving as a reminder that things 
were not as peaceful as the subdued nineteenth-cen­
tury stone fa~ade suggested. Inside, the students W<'TC 

seething with indignation , which now erupted in the 
form of an agitation. The fireworks signalled the stnrl 
of hostilities. 

As soon as the hell announced the beginnjng of 
recess, the s tudents assembled in the Canteen, which 
served as their ba ttleground . Their war-cry was 
"Freedom of Expression", "Unconditional Forms" and 
''Democratisation of the Canteen Committee". To any 
c·asual observer of the scene, this sou nds dangerously 
like gibberish, but anyune fairly conve rsant with the 
problems of Universities in general. and Indian Univer­
sities in particular, will recognise the hroader implica­
tions of these issues. 

Like much of India's political and social life, the 
ed11Cationa l system too, is a legacy of the British 'raj'. 
The system was primarily designed hy Lord :\lacaulay 
for the mass-production of clerks to assist the British 
in the running of their administrative empiTe. T here­
fore. quite understandably, colleges St)ught to inculcate 
the clerical qua lities of routine thinking, tmquestion­
ing acceptance of the dictates of S11periors and intel­
lectual mediocrity. 

Tragedy 
111e tragedy, however, i!i tha t independent rndia re­

mai ns wedded to this obsolete system. In other fields 
there have been considerable changes, so that India 
no longer requires clerks to carry out the decisions of 

· the burro sahibs' hut roung men and womr n with new 
idea<> and the ability to f'xecute them. TI1e yom1~ 
graduates Je:wing Un i\l' rsitic:. 1'\'en · ~car find them· 
sPh·cs thoroughly ill-equipped to fit this new role. 

Thill is the root t•ausc of the growing disenchantment 
with collq~c c•ducation. and its manirestations nre tn 
be seen in the mushroorni11g ;1gitations that have rocked 
campuses in recent years. Fnr instance, the prnhkm of 
freedom of expression. The fndian student is faced 
with two contradictory dewpoints. On tl1e one· hand . 
l1e ic; ft·d with a lot ot pep-ta lk about hi, funclament:.tl 
right to f rc-Pdnm or expre~.;ion in d<>moc-rntie I ncli:1. l t.· 
:llo..n witue-.~<·., the growth of\\ ia;\t lw C'OJhiclc!r' a fair!\' 
lihC'ra l prC'~~ and otllc r m nd rc; of (' \tlli 'S'i inn. Yo'!, in tlll' 
incc"' di cl r ,,i) ;, c in '' h it•l 1,, IIII I\ <"•-J,j, l'o~nci l ~ •nd 
lli ~ l oll t ·g~·-tl. i, :n·l'dt•tll h. h a ln,l\-; h<Tn n · .. tri,·tt·d 
l f Ill'; mind has het•n ntH'lH'rl lo onl~idC' inf1m·m·c.•'i . lw 
hr;.rin~ trc 'I "' ~tioll •!rt, 'l:t l • ••! .tl fair' ,IJHI lc • dC'Ilt.!ll<l 
IJi \' I i!!hf 

St. Xavier's, though one of the oldest colleges in 
Bombay, is also one of the most progressive. The 
College administration 1·ecognised the r ight of the 
students to express their thoughts and grievances &eely 
and without fear of repercussions. Thus, besides the 
officia l college annual, there was a plethora of journa­
listic efforts by the students themselves. One of these 
\vas the Xavierite - the official mouthpiece of the 
Students' Union Council. TI1is was managed by an 
editoria l board to which one staff-adviser was also 
appointed. Due to enJless internal wrangling, how­
ever, two professors resigned from the board in quick 
succ:ession. The board then decided that it would b e 
hette r off without a staff-adviser. The C ollege manage­
ntent agreed , but som<.>thing else happened which made 

SoMt.TIMES WONI>1:~ At;Ol.AT ltFE 

it inl pc)S(' a conditiun - tktl il be allowed to mnke 
whatever dele tions and altc rnlions it thought fit. 

Whnt fTl <td c tlw adrninistration harden its attitude 
was thr controversy over a one-png('. cydostyled n ews­
lc· ttrr c·a lled Xnrir rclwtc. Thic; \\':1\ a n under~rouml 
, Jwc>l '" ltidt atta(·ked hoth the· adu1ini~tralion and till' 
l.,tuden"· l 111 io11 ( t•U lll. il i:c hi~I .J, a lul,iH· l.t n\! tHt~t· 
\111c•h lrirtion wa-; ql"nr•ralt •d ell 1'11t1 11 d 111d tl11• a cl 
lll illi•.l!.di•\11 ,,.,1 ..• 1 11 11". II I., I I '" y, I,,,, .. ,. It. 
puhht·a l ioll lo 1 n etic•-;' or t lw f.J c•t t' \l)lll'i" " · \\ ' l1:tl 
,l l tta~onisrd tht"' c;tndc•nl t•rm1m11nitv wa.., thnt ~nnw of 
tic(' tc•h,•J1 jpm \Octn~ j (l ll rn: cl i~ l o, "I'll ''P''\Ic·d · . 11 

:di C'l '"lm dtt il.· a,. ri l!•·rc • nn l• .. ,-,,, 



Freedom l'ir51 

Freedom of expression i.s a \'err loosely used term 
and immature college students often confuse it with 
irresponsible libel. When this happens, as it recently 
did at St. Xavier's, all other college publications are 
penalised. For a while, stringent censorship may be 
imposed, and ultimately things might come to such a 
pass that these publications might be entirely with­
drawn from circulation. 

The second issue about which the students of St. 
Xavier's College chose to protest was the g ranting of 
forms for the Universily examinations. Under the old 
system, no student could appear for a University 
examination without a form from his college stating 
that he had passed a preliminary college e-xaminat ion 
and had fulfill ed the stipulated percentage of attend­
ance. Most college students feel that this system is 

'llllflltlllllllllllllllllllflfltllllllfllltiiiiiiiiiiUIIUI!IIIIItlllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllfllllllfllllllllltllllllttlltllllllllllltllllllllltllllll!!: 

THE UNTOUCHABLES 

Indira Gandhi, eyes ablaze, 
Addressed her tennis team. 

'"Don't volley witl1 South Africa; 
I can"t stand their regime. 

Apartheid is a sin," she said, 
As Hindus stood aghast. 

:\ow there's a pretty how-de-do 
From folks who gave us "caste". 

\V. Tl. ,.o, DnFELE 

,·ety unfair, because the c.:o iJege has no justification in 
judging the progress made by a student throughout 
the year on the basis of only one e.'\':amination. The 
students of most Bombay colleges were up in atms 
over this question in F ebruary-March last year. At 
that stage, Bombay University had g iven in to their 
demands and made the preliminary examination 
optional. Lal<'l". h(l\\"CVl'J'. the University failed to 
clarify it ~ s tand . and us a result confusion still pre\'ails 
in most colk-gt.~. 

This, many feel , was the most important issue at 
stake, because it struck at the heart of the matter. It 
drew attention to tl1e fact that the entire examination 
system was arbitrary and outmoded. Yet one doubts 
whether this wa~ the real motivation beLiud the stir. 
To most stndcnl<> wh11 spend their er1tire day <1t colle~<· 
l.tzing in th ~: c:antct•u, t•xarniu<ltiuns are an unnerving 
prospl't't, Tlwv <lL'Cl"plthem as <1 nec·<•sc;ory evi l, but tlw 
fewer tbcst' nrc the bcltcr. So they would rather havt> 
thin~~ tl• t· t" 'IW WB\' and obtnin ti• L· L\:>L·llli<.l lo1tu ~ 
will1utll lullilli1;1J, .lll~ ut tl1c L"unditimh. 1l wu.> l.lasic:tll ) 
tl1e luziues~ .111d luthargr or the mnjori.ly of slud('nts 
that pmntpll'd tlH· !< llr ·tt St '\nvicr·~ Cotl t~gt • . Th,.. 
prnof nr 'I d~ 'il a\("11 ll"ll\ I ir·~ i II thr> f1c·l thn t no '\f1fllll"'l' 
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uicl the Principal aunouuce that forms wonld be given 
unconditionally the stir p etered out. 

No Solutio11 ret 

The real issue is left bauging in mid-air. Time and 
again such agitations focus on the problems facing 
University education i.n India, but they die clown or are 
killed before any attempt at resolving them can be 
made. Every one is content with stop-gap arrange­
ments; for exarnple, at St. Xavier's it was decided to 
grant forms unconditionaJly. The students could thus 
claim a victory-but what has changed? The conscien­
tious students go back to their lectures and library 
books, and the not-so-conscientious ones return to the 
canteen :-~nd the e ternal cups of tea. If anything, they 
will become even more casual in their attitude now 
that the forms are in their pockets and the rea l pro­
blem-that of an outmoded examination system and an 
even more outdated educational system-still looms 
ahead like a giant cobweb. 

The third demand, that of the democratisation of 
the canteen committee, is one connected only with St. 
Xavit:>r"s College and can therefore be dealt with more 
brieRy. In 1973. the canteen. the nerve--centre of St. 
Xavier's, (as of most o ther colleges), was placed in 
d1:-~rgc of a student committee for a year. The manage­
ment promised that this arrangement would be made 
permanent if the experiment proved a success. Even 
though the Committee managed the canteen fairly 
effi ciently, nothing was dont1 by the administration to 
implcmcllt its assurance. 

For :1 long lime there had been a lot of friction on 
all these co11nts between the student leaders aud the 
administ ration of St. Xavier's College, but in Decem­
ber 1974 the heat was turned on and it all ex-ploded 
into the open. People began to sit up and think; to ask 
why there was so much trouble on Indian campuses, 
for the St. Xavier's agitation was just one of many all 
over the country. Various explanations were put for­
ward-o;oniC' placed the blame squarely on the students; 
others distribukd it equally; a few perceptive observ­
er:, eve11 pointt:d :1 finger at the entire educational 
svstcm. But most f<tilccl to realise that it is society's way 
~f thinking that is at fault. 

Students arc often blamed for going to college just to 
have fun - yet they might pertinently inquire what 
other channels society has left open for them if they 
wish to 11av<' a good time." Many of them, left to tbem­
sctve .. , would nrvcr have stepped into colleges. Yet 
thcr arc eaught up iu a srstem that attaches an over­
him\ 11 \ uln(· to collet.\(" education-not iro!JI an iutcllce:­
tn~•l or 1-., n ;\ proressional point of \"iew. hut solely 
,, ., Ill'' u1"' "' , nc-Ld pn·~tigl"-a kind of social idt>nliG­
mlHHI ln~. J( tlu~ i .~ \\}tal wl"ielv wallb, tiJt'l l Llw 
QIISWl"l" tO itS (IC'eds UOCS not lit: in colleges, UUt in (iuish­
·n•.! dl'lil l ~ wh •rp human heim~s c::1n ht' \l"ailwd likr• 
;v"l i ·~n t • Pt II H 1 k ·· l"\1" t'fll'h·r '{pani"l" 



NO FAMINE IN INDIA? 
B. P. Singh 

JT is no secret now that in recCLlt months, thousands 
have died of starvation and millions of others are 

facing acute food shortage in our country. Spokesmen 
of the Government say that there was no famine and 
there bad been no st.arvation deaths in the country. 
They h owever, concede, tha t "acute scarcity con<li­
tions" prevail in many parts of t hL> country. and that 
there have been some deaths due to 'm alnutrition'. This 
kind of semantic hairsplittiJlg does not help anybocl~·. 
nor does it alter the situation that many have died for 
want of foo<;_l and many more :ne likely to meet the 
same fate in the near future. It is not only my forecast, 
but it is also the cons idered view of Dr. Borlaug, the 
most emine nt agronomist of the world today. 

\\'hen n few p ersons d ie as :1 result of police firing 
or any other unnatural cans<·, there is iuval'iably a de­
mand for judicial or expert enquiry. Wl1en thousands 
have died fo r want of food, there is all the more reason 
to demand an open enquiry into the causes that have 
Jed to starvation deaths in the country. r now pt•hlidy 
demand such an enquiry. 

Who Is Responsible>? 

'Vho or what causes are responsible for food scarcity 
in c>11r country? 

Ts the agro-climatk· conclitio11 in India so poor. that 
it can no longer sustain the large population of the 
t'Otllltry? 

Or arc Ollf farmers incapable of taking lu improved 
fam1ing leading to higher production? 

Or are the rich fam1ers and traders the rea l villains 
who are holding the nation to ransom? 

Or. is it om O\YD Government, who by persuing a 
futile p olicy of socialisation of agricultme. have made 
progress in agriculture irnpossihlc? 

·n,e- t1 nion \1iniste r l)f Agriculture' ami f rrigalion 
has trit•d to explain tl•c presen t food sc<u·cily b y saying 
that it was partly nntnre-made and partly man-made, 
implying thereb y. that nature \Vas unkind in 1·ecent 
years and that wbatever was produced, has been 
corncrc:,.d by the rich fam1ers and traders for profiteer­
ing. ThL~ explanalion is flllit e wro1.~ except to tl1e ex­
tent that tl1e prC$C'Ilt "carcity is surely mnn-tnade. But 
the pcrso11s responsible for it aT<' not th<' ric·h farmers 
a nd tradt' rs hut th.;- pc1·sw1s !>.i ltin~ in tlw C:m'cmmc·lll 
nl I IHlin nt Ot.>lh i. 

l.\ttsr·1·plih ilit\' tn ' '' t!1:llit•" nf 11:llt1rt· and lt' tHI1 Ill'\ lo 
lw.tnl loud~•·ain~ .11'1' ") m p lotn )o PI till' dJ 'I': •~o~ ·d C!llllll· 
linn <d Indian a~ncttltuH , .1nd 11ot lht· ~ ·:HISt· (lf it 
Oruo~!!l.l a11d rloPth :11'1' 11nt "''·'nm1011 11t.1hl<- difGcnlti•·s. 
"rwc:ialk for :\ <'llllnl ~ llkl' India. "lto,t• ·ll~rie\lhtlH · 

" ' ,1 n 1 ,., 1 ll!• ' • "''' t"li ••'fl a11tl '' hkh i.: 

capable of feedi11g a t least tlu·ee times its present popu­
latio n. Should such a country go with a begging bowl 
all over the world, whenever it does not rain or rains 
incessantly, for a few week-; during the rainy season, 
because that is aH tha t happens clw-ing whnt has b een 
called drought and flood. Is there any other country, 
except the communist countries, where drought and 
floods have so often been blamed for food shortages? 
D rought purUcularly, is a condition which can be fully 
met if adequate- irrigation facilities nrc available. ln 
India in mosl parts of the couutry, sub-soil water is 
abundantly available 'vhich needs only to be pumped 
up for production of crops in any season o£ the year. 
One may ask why, a fter two d ecades of planning, the 
percentage of irrigated land in tile total cultivated area 
of the country has moved only from 17 to 22. There 
:we a numher or other fjlH..'Stions, I would like to ask 
our policy makers. 

~Why has the public sector outlay on development 
of agriculture been less than 2.5 p er cent of the total 
outlay on plans when agricultme is the b asic industry 
of our country, contributes nearly 50 per cent to 
the national income and supports 70 per cent of the 
population of the country? 

Why is it Ulat a country, which h as the technological 
and n'source capability to produce nnclear explosions 
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has so far failed to produce indigenously even oue­
fuu rth of its total fertilizer requirement? 

W hy have the land refonn measures, instead of be­
ing <.-a rried out in one stroke, been made a continuing 
process, which has completely shattered the sense of 
secUiity amongst the fanners, without which of course. 
no agricultmal progress is possible? 

A United Nations study to find out which factors 
were responsible for rapid agricultural growth in any 
country hnd come to the conclusion lhnt agricultural 
progress was possible ooly itl those counbics in whicl• 
f<u-mers were assured that tLe benefits of land improve· 
ment and higher production would largely accrue to 
them and their descendants and would not b e taken 
away from them on one pretext or the other. Today 
in India neither the land nor the produce of the land is 
safe from the predatory laws of the Government. 

Unpnmllelad Frutt 

Hegard ing dol•bt.~ about the capabill6es oJ our 
frtrmers, il is -;ufficit~n t lu say lhal perhaps then.: is no 
other counlrj jn the world in which production of 
wheat has been more than doubled within a short 
spun of fom· years, a feut which h as b een accomplish­
ed by Indian fanners between 1966-67 and 1970-71. 

As regards the charge that rich fanners and traders 
nrc holdi11g lhe nation lu tansom, ils utter hollowness 
h:'ts ?.!ready. hccn pt-ovc<:l by the failure of the dehoard-
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ing raids lo bring clown priecs of wheat, except tempo­
rarily, even in wheat growing districts, such as Meemt 
Hod ~1uzn!Iaruagar i.t1 UP. 

Prof. Shenoy has very correc tly pointed out tha t the 
nwin cause of stagnation in agriculture is its capital 
starvation. Not cont<ml " 'ith merely denyi11g agticul­
lurc its dlte share of public fin:mces for development, 
the Govemment has pursu<·d n trad~ and price policy 
which has squeozed the maximum savings out of agri­
culture for utilisation elsewlte re. 

The pros1;erity or otherwise ot the averagu Indian 
farmer is dependent, not or\ the value, in absolute lcrms, 
that he gets for his one quintal of wheal or rice, but on 
whnl he <:an buy by selling one quintal o£ wlleat or rice. 
H e has to sell his produce at the wholesale price at the 
village level which is invariably lower than at the 
mandi level, and has to buy his consumption goods 
at the village lt1vel which is invariably higher than 
towns. Therefore, in orde1- to judge whether he 
is getting a fnir price for his produce or not, com­
l.)nrison should always be mnde between the prices 
received a.nd p aid by him. The UP Govemrnent 
Ocparln1ent of Statistics and Economic Intelligence 
has b een recording indices of prices paid and received 
by farmers, usiug the base year 1957-58 = 100. Accord­
ing to their computation, the index of prices paid by 
farmers rose to 357.9 during the qu}uter ending J m1t.: 
30, 1974. In 1957-58, the an' ragl" price of \Vheat in ur 
was Hs. 42.08 p er quintal. 1 f the pnrchasiug powl'r of 
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one quintal of wheat was to be retained al' ll1e same 
!~vel as it was in 1957-58, the procurement price of 
wheat should have been n.s 150,60. The Government 
procured it, unde1· DIR at Rs 105/- per quintal, uepriv­
ing the farmers of Rs. 45.06 p er quintal, and thereby 
depressing their erunings and their capacity to invest 
in land, and their entbusiasn-1 to grow more wheat. In 
the year 1973-74, the index of prices paid by UP fann­
ers was 312.4; therefore th C' procurement price of 
wheat in that year should l1ave been 131.45 and not 
Hs. 76.00 per quintal, as was fixed. Similar calculations 
In case of rice would bring out the fact that on an 
average fanners have been getting about Hs. 50.00 per 
<JIIintal h.:ss than what was their clul', if the. prices had 
Leen hed according to the principle of parity, whic.l1 
seeks merely to strike a b ahmce bt:twecn prices paid 
and prices received by farmers . and is not over­
generous towards fanners. 

I n the yenr 1973, the total procw-cment of a ll food­
grains in india was 8.3 million tons. Calculating at the 
rate of Rs. 50.00 per quintal. th~ total loss suffered by 
f<llmers on account of Government purchases adds to 
rnore than 400 crore~ of rupees. This roughly r epre­
sents the money tl'ansft·r from agricultural to non­
agricultural sector in one year only, nnd that too on 
transactions relating to foodgrnins only. If accountis 
taken of infra-parity payment~> made to fnrmers in 
respect of cotton, sugar t:ane t>te, the total amount 1'f 
rnuneY trnnsfeos· fwm n~riculhtrnl tn n<>n-ngt·i(·ultmnl 
S<'Cior "ill exeeecl tile total puulie sector outlny on 
a~ricultuntl de' elupment in any single year. 

The F anners' Fecl<:>ration of Tndin \\'hich is n rept'l"­
Sl'Olath e body of fnrmCl·s. has not opposed the imposi­
tion of taxes pn thnsl' l'anntors, wl1osc inc:omcs €'.'\l:l!l'd 

tlse exemption limit for general income tax. But it has 
firmly taken the s tand that •Tthe hurden of dh·ect taxes 
on agliculhtrists, in whatever names these may he 
imposed. <;hould nol exceed the direc:t tax hurck·n tll l 

non-agriculturists on compnrnblc income". 
1 have come to tht' conclnsion thnt natTating our t·nlc• 

of woe is a waste of effort. as far as our present da) 
mien: arc> ('nncernecl. Tlwv arC' cleterminetl nnd ruth­
lcss-thOLLgh their d etenuiuation is for u wrong cause, 
nnmel;· sociaHsation of agriculture. Socialism may h <Wl' 

many blessings to confer 0 11 sm:iel)', bul afnuenct- 111 

agriculture is certainly not one of them. Jt b not onlr 
a matter of coincidt•ut:e tl1u l most of I I at• con1mtmist 
coun trit·s ;n't' ltca\')' im ll<>l'l'<'r' 11f foodgr~1 i no,;. 

l t would h L· wrnn~ lol as'> tllllf' thal .~nc..:iall~alirn 11f 
Hgrieu lture ,d\\'a)':- tl1t'llll' pool! II~ of lnntJ :111d I'~'SOI II'C:<'~ 
lnl' t•\l:l hli c:hmc•nt p( l'nliN·Ii\'1' fa rm~ <Ht tit• · 1\n ~:;i; n, 
mudd. 1htt is ouly on~ uf tit~ Wa) ~ L11 ~ul'i;dl~e al!,l'l 

(·1tlt 111'(' :\nrl llt :-11 !liP II V•'f\ l ' l'lld• · IIIII '. \lnH' .;11hilt• 

:llld tHdll't'll 1111' i ll< HI'( H/1\\ h• ' IIP' P' '' "'( '''" t•• li'fli 1
' ' 

tltu sall tl' r<:sults. TilL' .ti111~ <ll :,t•<:i,di~.ttiou .m. l\1 11 
rold . Tlu nr,t i-., 1" , ,t ,,hli'i!t f11ll r•o11it 1l "" 1· ~·~ri< 111 
ltll't ', Ill t• IClt•l [11 ''l'h'<'/1 Ill! 1)1:1'\itttlllll ~. I I ill\! •ll l lllj il 
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for utilisation elsewh~re. The other aim is to gain and 
tWrpetuate total political control over the rural popu­
lation, by liquidating that class of pt:oplc, who could 
he potential opponents of the regime. Socialisation of 
agricultme is akin to eoloHisation of a country. The 
only dilfereucc in this case is. that colonizers do not 
come from abroad. 

As far as the industrialisation of the country is coo­
cemed, that could be achieved by leaving surpluses of 
agriculture into the hands of the agriculturists. They 
tno, if they <;an nccumulatC' capital, will establish small 
indu.~ tries of thl'ir nwu i11 the c:ountrysiclt:, But in 
that c:ase, industrialisation would take place in the 
private sector, which ol cuut•se, is an annthema to the 
socialists. 

Diversion of savings of agriculture into the public 
sector, and liquidation of the potential opponents of 
the regime- the twin aims of socialisation of agricul­
ture, it is now believed, can he realised without resort­
ing to the brutnl methods of Stalin. The ne'v methods 
arc turning the te.rms of trade agaiust farmers , over­
burdening them with taxe~> , and repeatedly loweJing 
ceilings on land holdings to drive away from agricul­
tw·e :ill tl1ose who aspire to live eveo a mod erately 
decent life. Once the cotmtryside js denuded of such 
persons, politicians will nnd it easy to mauipulate the 
ignorant and poverty s tricken rural masses. Pritne 
Minister Indira Gandhi is using this subtler method to 
socialise agricultme. 



MARX Vs CONFUCIUS 
Russel Kirk 

NOT many days ago, I stood atop a concealed battery 
in Quemoy, the island fortress of the Republic of 

China, Nationalist China. Quemoy lies within swim­
ming distance of the Chinese mainland, just off Amoy; 
it is the fartllest-Rung defense of civilization against 
the Cultural Revolution. 

\Vlten I write "civilization'' with reference to China, 
T mean the pattem of mon\1 and social order which 

Confucius gave to the Chinese people, live centuries 
before the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. Until the Com­
murusts seized power, there subsisted a longer etrucal 
and social continuity in China than anywhere else in 
the world, and that continuity was founded upon the 
teachings of Confucius. Nowadays the remnant of that 
great continuity may be found only in Taiwan and its 
4ependencies, and among some of the overseas 
Chinese. 

In Communist China, the ferocious campaign against 
the influence of Confucius has been renewed. Chiang 
Ching, the wife of Mao Tse-tung, has been preaching 
a crusade against the dead Confucius and (insane 
conjunction! ) the dead Lin Piao, Communist ideolo­
~~~(·. Only n fo\1 week~ ago, <l l Gltttfn, tlw hirthpl act• 
uf Confucius , tremendous CJitantities of Confncia11 
( la~:. i<:s wen· IHifll l puhlid) . Tlt<•S(• had hec-n conn~ 
l'atcd from private libraries. 

During my rcceut fortnight ill Tniwan , r (!QllVer~ad 
"lllt ~I;. T,ai I \"{'!pin!!, \iCc uuni~ lcr of {o)rcitm aiTau~ 

for ROC. He believes that Mao developed the anti­
Confucius crusade as a whip with which to flog Lin 
Piao, when tl1at previously useful zealot had grown 
too great. In his youth, Lin Piao had written an essay 
or two ab-:>ut Confucius; this early indiscretion could 
be employed to prove that Lin was no true Marxist, 
but a reactionary secretly bent upon undoing the 
Glorious Revolution. Also, many other eminent Chinese 
Communists having naively flirted with Confucian 
thought in their salad days, this whip of scorpions 
could be employed against such of them, from time to 
time, as might require Hquidation-Chou En-lai, for 
instance. 

Doubtless there is truth in tl1is hypothesis; yet not 
the whole truth. Chinese Communist detestation of 
Confucius began earlier than the conspiracy against 
Lin, and indeed is a logical necessity for the Cultmal 
Revolution. For Marxism professes to be a complete 
ethical and social system, supplanting all the fallacious 
systems of earlier ages. l11e teachings of Confucius 
must be e:ctitpated utterly, if the teachings of Marx 
<md his Chinese disciples are to prevail forever. Just 
so. tbe Russian Communists correot1y recognize the 
necessary opposition of Christian belief to Marxist 
faith (even th6ugb Marxism is a here~y from Christia-
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nity) ; but they l1ave uot ventmed upon quite so merci­
less a programme of "Thorough" as the Chinese. 

Marxism, in fine, is an inverted religion, and its dog­
mas cannot tolerate the competition of other religions 
and philosophies. Confucianism also is a religion­
though a religion in the sense that we speak of "the 
religion of Plato." The great sage was a humanist­
concerned, as was Socrates for the most part, primarily 
with the ethical, rather than the metaphysical and 
transcendent. I£ one reads Confucius and the com­
mentators upon him, one discovers that political order 
had primacy with Confucius, and that Confucius' con­
cept of justice is as inimical to the Marxist concept of 
justice as is the theory of justice expounded by Plato 
nne! Cicero. 

'Ibis hard truth is recognized increasingly by the 
Nationalist Chinese of Taiwan; indeed, the mainland 
assault upon Confucius has had one happy result, the 
renewal of attention to Confucius b y the ROC p eople. 
Mr. James Wei, President of Taiwan's Cenh·al News 
Agency, told me that truth and hea1th may be found 
in Confucius-something that the head of the Associa­
ted Press, say, probably would not volunteer about 
Plato or Christ. 

At Sun Moon Lake, high in the hills of Taiwan, a 
tremendous temple of Confucius is being completed, 
no expense spared-splendid carved marbles, gorgeous 
shrines, all the startling color and detail of traditional 
temple architecture; the temple s gongs resound over 
the beautiful lake night and day. I t is an assertion of 
China's moral and intellectual patrimony. 

Confucianism is a philosophy and a religion of right 
reaso11. It is better to dwe11 in imminent peril of wolves, 
said Confucius, than to live under an unjust govern­
ment. Good government is the product of good charac­
ter in leaders: 

'When good men are in office, government is effi­
cient. just as when the earth is fertile, plants flomish. 

"Therefore good government depends upon good 
men. Such men should be chosen on the basis of charac­
tm·. By following nature, one aequires good will. 

''Coot! will is essential to being human, and it emerg­
es first in caring for one's family, The best way of doing 
things is to recognize each thing for what it is. especi­
ally for its true worth .... 

"When tl1ose who are governed do not have con­
fidence in their governors, they cannot be controlled." 

Mao Tse-tung and Chiang Ching know the long­
dead ConfLJcius for an adversary more formidable than 
the guns of Quemoy, Confucius' principles of order 
ancl legitimacy are irreconcilable with Commtmist 
do~na, ThPrefore we may e>:pect the war against Con­
fucius to vonti.nuC:', c..·ven though the rcvolu tion devour!. 
its , ld!t\ (;bm E11 -lat, :t<; it tl~\ 1•11r ·cl T 'n Pi'' But il 
does 110t follmv tha~. in the long run, the Westem 
id c<,Jogy o( \ l nrxi~m \Yill prev<lil against- the ethics nf 
Cwd'' lt- i• ~ 
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AIRBORNE 1/ISTORr 

h1dia's Paratroopers by K. C. Praval ( Rs. 60/. 
Thompson Press ( Jndin) Limited ) 

QF their "cry_ nature, HegimentaJ histories tend to 
be a narration of facts and dates that can make 

very he:\Vy rending. It is to the credit of Major Karam 
Pr::wal that he has maJe this Ult:' history of India's 
Paratroopers a story nf gripping interest varying (rom 
~1e or!giu~ of tht: pnrnch ute to chapters of high drama 
m wlllch nrc rce:ounll'<.l tl1L' hattie t•xperiences of para­
troop fo11'nation~. Using the approved technique of 
seasuued writers, he !cuds off with an incident of u 
paratrooper jumping into Bangladesh whose para­
dlute fails to devdop (open ), gripping the readers' 
attention from the s tart. The style is nice and easy, 
thu proof-reading good and the production excellent 
except for one small mistake in the collation before 
binding which caused tlw interchanging of ~laps 2 
and 6. 

Jn addition to tlu:l infonnation and history of para­
chute troops nnd airborne troops, it would not he 
incorrec t to state that "India's Paratroopers" is a 
vt."ritohle rcc.:ountiug of all om campaigns since J ode­
p<!nclence with LhC' t!Xccption of the Cbinest· aggression 
of 1962 in which the Para Brigndc took no active part. 
TI1e campaign in R11JT11a is broadly outlined anti 
.~pecia i cmphasi.~ given to the Hattie of Sangshak and 
the Imphal bnttles. The nuthor ctuotes liberally from 
Field to. larshnl Slim\ ''Defeat into Victory" with lilt' 
Field 7\ fnrshnl's approval, interposing his 0\\'11 slur) 
skillfully. 

India's paratroopers made their first jump into 
action when an improvised parachute battalion was 
dropped on Elephant Point in Dakotas of No.1 ancl 
No. 2 ml'rican ir C:ommnndos to eliminate th(' 
j.tpane!.c coa~tal dt•fl•n-;t•s t·ommanding the approach 
to Rangoon alon~ th<· n,,~~.~~~~~•• riH·r. On 1st 1\lay l91;i 
the battalion "''~ droppt.>d <ll .3. 15 a.n1. nncl lautlL·<I Ill 
pourin~ rain. ·nw,· wl:'rc at·cidenth bombed and 
m:1c.:l•inc gunucd ll\; tlH: US .\ir Fore~ hut rlespitr all 
handicap:. ciC'arcd thl' ent'lll~' nfter a fiC'n·c nnd blooch 
battle. Soon nftcrw:mls tlw para haunlion followccl th~· 
first troops of 3fl lnfan{l') "Rri J.,!;:lcl f' into n :IIH!II011 ror 
occupation dnti<''· 

The t-nd of \\'orld \\ ar II "IHl' ll l!·l\ t ' hirth to tlu 
1\cti D<'' .J, of th1· Sl-.) l n' p.tr:lt roopcrs W<'r<' k11o\\" 
with th~"ir lmli'OPn ))('rl•l:-. ) '•"' thl' Pnd nf til t• Rrit isl• 
a~' ()dttlit ll l "ilh l11clin ;tml l'r:11 :tl ' d· ·,t·ripti"u • I 
tl u }'q •. ,.,, • II t • 011 C nu11· " ' ' '' .. }., :u <JII P I. ll tO II . 

"2fllh <>ctnlwt 1\JI(; ' '·" IJ,,d IPI tl., dt• h.ll.d 111'11: " 

!1111 111d 1:111 Pnnwltutt· Hc-(!imc•t•l \1 II ;1.111. 1111 tl.:.t 
.t ll lt t tl; IWJIII IJ. < t flj,.,, .. , .111rl 1 >1 1 t f tl •• I'C'\!illll Il l 

~ liJik l t (!dhtl' nn tlu pnln • rnlmcl .11 (lw·tt:L It "1.· 

the last time the}' were to stand together as a regiment. 
They hod stood shoulder to shoulder at Sangshak, 
lmpbal and at E lephant Point; together. they hnd gone 
through the sweat and toil of pioneering to become 
India's first paratroopers. As they now stood there, 
close to the frontiers of India, the memories of the 
past came c_rowding in upon them. The solemnity 
of the occas•on was c·nchanccd by the presence of 
FieJd Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck, who took the 
salute at the march-past. Tiw R.A.F. had a:.kecl if 
they cou ld pay their tribute lo the Indian Parachute 
Regiment by arranging a special lly-past duJ·ing the 
parade. It wns n fitting gesture from old comrades." 

Th1• cumpaign fough t for the d efence of Jammu anJ 
Kashmir in U)-17 ... JS was a long nnd difficult one with 
the ~·my of newly independent India fighting for the 
first lime completely officered by Indians. This book 
contain-; a vivid and detailed account of the hazards, 
hardships, defeats and victories of the units that took 
part, and cspcciallr the gallant role of Parachute 
Ib ttalions. C?t~ler chapters which go to make up the 
Mlga of l ndw-; paratroopers were written in Korea, 
Egypt, the liberation of Goa, nara Hoti and the l965 
and 1971 wars with Pakistan. 

India's Paratroopers is a hook that will be read with 
interest not only by members of the Armed Forces 
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but by a ll thost' to whom good reading and a good 
book have special valuC'. 

Col. C. L. Pnm.mrooT ( Rtm.) 

OUR TOTfEHING EC01 OMr 
,\1(1/UJgcmenl by Ordinances: All Anl i- inflatiouary 
Offensioc br G urnprnsad Mnrthr. ( N. M. Tripa thi 
P \ t. Ltd .. pp. 1.38, Price Rs. 20.00 ) 

L lK£ tha t of Abou Ben Adam, the name of Guru­
prasad Murthy is likely to lead all the rest in the 

short ro ll call of orig inal Indian writers on manage­
ment and nccounting. A perusal of his latest book- this 
time on ~~ socio-political subject- will make the reade r 
wish thnt the tribe of s uch p eople should inm·ease. 

The book studies tlw <Inti-inflationary measw-es 
adopted by the Govcmmcnt since July, 1974 and its 
impn<.:t on the na tional economy. Murthy analyses the 
Nationa l Fi \'e Year Pla ns which h ave failed because 
"political demagog}'· prevailed over wisdom." This has 
brought us into 's tagfla tion' -a word coined to denote 
industria l stagnatiou a nd inflation . 

H e next a nalyses inflation in the Indian context. Gov­
ernment econom ic po licies have ca used galloping infla­
tion-a price infla tion over which the mone tary autho­
rities have no control. The public exp ects prices to 
ri~e quickly and continuous!)' so that savings b ecome 
impossible and meaningless and consumption d emand 
increases severa l times. This manifests in a high velo­
city of m oney and pa rtially nullifies the _reduction in 
money supplies as a result of the Ordinanc~. The 
ii..xed incom e salaried class and the w orkers w the 
rurd nnd urban sectors arc the w orst vic tims of infla­
tion. L andless rural labour comprising n early 18 
per cent of t11e working populatio1~ is undergoi~g in­
creasing privations in tenns of real mcome . The mdus­
trial worke·rs ( 17% of the working population ) have 
to be satisfi ed with the increases in dearness allowance 
which, neve r timely adjusted, will now b e impounded 
to th e exte nt of 50 per cent. Lastly, the f~u-mer consti­
tu~in~ 50 per cent o l the working populati~n is facin_g 
!le tt riontling tl·rm s of trnclr for I lis foodgr:uns. All tlus 
ll':tds to incr<.'a~ccl socia l Lt:mion hetween \ 'ariotL'i 

groups of socie ty. 
lurtJw studicll in d etail tile O rdinances ( \ Vagc & 

C D S) ·which sct>kc; to impound the incom es in the 
hands of the wage carnt'rs and the salaried class. 

Viewed ng<tinst tlw background of a n econom y 
w lw rc mmt of th4.: incon•e' orig inate in the ntral sector. 
\J urtl l\ ~ ·ondml<'o; tha t the "coverage of incomes 
policy- is f,,r too inadequnll' ln exercise any percepti­
hiC' c llangc · in tltt• priC'f• lr·' c· l movC'ml'n t-;~ and tlw 
~~~· , ~1 1 t<'ll'> it l ll~ t·a ll -;r'd ,.~.-onm ll ie ltMclsl1ips in\'nlvcd 
.tlld ndtninistr·lt i\ I (·m(\ of n .. L~7 ('nllt'~ anti ntl t•· ; 
;., . I(' .. ,. i .. '"' •I '"'; " '' II II I , , ,,, it It• 'I ll "" 

lll\ 'Plll'rt h l,· in c:n· ~r tt • •t t n l o;ncinl lwnefit cost ratio". 
Tlw t•ha pt t-r Ill\ n ivicknd Ord innnt'('S analyse~ the 

it 11 1 : ,,! tlw d i•:i rl t• lld t lrdin:t tll'l' on c·u rpn rrt tt ' ft ll"l ll 

Freedom First 

d a l manageme nt. t\lurt hy shows the effects on going 
and prospective volume and mix of finance and assets 
por tfolio. He bast's his stud~· on aggregate d ata genera­
ted by the Rese rve Bunk of India study on compa tlY 
fin:mc<'s of 1650 la rge and medium public limited com­
panies for the years 1970-71 a nd 1971-72 and 350 la rge 
public limited com panies for the years 1970-73. ll 
uses sta tistica l tedmiq ues to forecast the freeze and 
lllotlem management techniques to assess the impac t 
of the Ordina nce. This is a brilliant chapter and one 
of t!Je finest examples of tho application of m anage­
ment techniques to a socio-economic problem. 

The burden of Cuntp rasad r..turthy's argument is a 
chilling one. \ Ve arc a wa re that for some time now the 
ca.ree r o( the lnclia n economy lms been like tha t of a 
drunk d own <1 flight o• stairs- never quite in control 
of the situation but some how alwa ys headed in the 
right direction. But, ca utions Murthy, the drunk is 
n ow tottering on the edge of the embankment, r eady 
to fling himself into the w a ters of anarchy and revolu­
tion. 

The rem a rka ble- feature of this b old origina l work 
is that it bri ngs to b em m a nagement techniques and 
econom ic exp e rtise on tbe problems facing the country 
a nd shows, through a socio-economic study of the 
fo rces at play, tha t India , if she continues under the 
o rcsent socio-economic pa ttern, is heading for a 
blood y revolution and poli tical chaos. This is enough 
to m ake a ny man sit on hh> ta il a nd think hard. 

Rust J. DARl'WALA 

~lYCOD!N 1> ,., :•n r, r kP.rl out m n :-E} 
coughs than any other household ~emedy . 
Attacks cough o n all 4 front s - b ra tn , throat, 
c h '9st, lung~-for r:;omple te cough control. 
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Theatre 

SHAKESPEAREAN GOULASH 
TAKE one p opular Shakespearean play, clean away 

the plot, main characters and any superfluous ele­
ments of drama; add large chunks of television talk­
show humor, toss in a pinch of hilarious vulgar 
pantomime. Mix thoroughly and you have a play like 
Tom Stoppard's Rosencrantz and Gttildenstern arc 
Dead, p erfmmed in Bomnay by The New Shakespeare 
Company. 

The classic play in this case was Hamlet-needles~ 
to say, sans Hamlet as the leading character. In his 
stead, there are his two erstwhile University compa­
nions, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, both noticeably 
lacking in the education they were supposed to have 
received. The play proceeds along tl1e lines establish­
ed by the original. but as observed from behind the 
scenes, from the vantage point of those tulinvolved 
with the major events. Hamlet saunters moodily on 
and off the set, Ophelia races tragically around in a 
billowing white gown, the King and Queen sweep in 

and out sporadically, all as subsiuiary characters. Tile 
splicing of the old onto the new is (lone , ·ery cleverly. 
Whenever the actio11 is authentically Shakespearean 
the spePch automatically reverts to blank verse. Ham­
le t's "T o he or not M he'' s0liloquy j <; cklivc·rcd iu 
silent·~· with hi~ h;~el. to tl1e aucliCIICI in :1 corner of 
tiH .. wgt ·.dlil(• Il l~ IIIII IIi. I ll,,. ,j, Il l Ill r •.. ll( IIIII 
,,·oull ·r why h•· spends st> mttcb linw talking to hirn ­
o;(>]f When the::.· nw,.t ffamlet lnt•·r on. <HI tht· ship !(• 
Engl.tnJ. J !~unlet d<J<' .• 1111: ~a:- otll) thtllg \ 1n t ,,d, (Jttt 

:t d 1;l 1 adc· ;1• ITt thl 11r i •tr~od tl" ' i 111o l'ro' 1\11111 f, 

this scene and thus no lines for him to say. As is the 
fate of minor characters, nothing happens to Rosen­
crantz and Guildeostern themselves. They remain sus­
pended in theh· dramatic limbo, engaged in endless 
witty dialogues, until the press of events beyond their 
control whisks them up and dashes them against the 
stone wall of Fate. They find themselves aboard the 
ship sed on a course towards certain death for them­
through no fault of theirs except for having been luck­
less pawns caught in the crossfire of greater pieces. 

"Why are we here?" asks Guildenstern-or Rosen· 
c rantz as the case may be, since they could never 
remember their names-plaintively, in case anyone 
missed the point that this was an existential p lay. 
There were burstl' of high speed repartee which 
Philip Bowen nud Brian D eacon in the title roles 
delivered admirably well, as also the superb \\'Ord­
play with all its devious symbolic significance. Yet 
they nil too easily assumed the poker-faced sobr· 
iety of seasoned comedians mouthing their refined 
nonsense. Great expanses of dialogue went on playing 
word games, in themselves very amusing, but which 
r.ould as easily have been excerpts from any television 
programme featuring the same genre of humor. One 
got the impression that the actors were deliberately 
acting at being actors in a clever comedy. The taller 
one. who most often answered to the name Guilden· 
stem was more c:onvi.nci.ngly simple-minded but 
Rosencrantz often said thiugs too intelligently to justi­
fy l1is apparent inability to rise above his station. 
~aturally every word and action was fraught with 
significance. symbolism lurked in every gesture, but 
even existential plays must be able to convey the 
controlled insanity of the !'ituation in a convincin?, 
mnnncr. 

One wondGrecl, too about the audieuce. 11tey laugh­
"d gustily at nltnost <ll1)' p::ut, and sometimes ont of turn. 
No doubt tlte zenith of the evening was reached when 
the players for the play-within-the-play in Hamlet arriv­
ecl. Dressed in an odd assortment of clothes, and led by 
the sort of superb actor of the classical school (D avid 
Ooditrt<:nd ) w l•o i~ a urusl in any Cornpan>·· they were 
definitPiy <'x{·cllr•nt in pantomime·. Thdr relwarsal nf 
tlw play liH.'Y \\ ttt tld p11l 1111 for Hum i d·~ nnc:l l'. hnd 
th(· •Htdil·nt·e wllill)..( 111 tht ai~ll's willt la11g lo1 e r, p;nti· 
(' fll aJ II clnrim.! a ~wdll (·tloll wcttc· ,, ·loil'h h <'I' :Lnh ' hilari· 
t ul\h 1'\plid t. T•,, ,.n l.ttn o q , wlr\ n tlten• " ns .1 di~(·H <:-

,. ,: flo, .ig 11ifit 1111 • (•I 11 ,tilt lit jl:•lll I ) , •td( I 

h:td l11• tm11 p dr·nH•th lr:llc • mnltiplt • d ~· atlt ~' '('Ill' '. all 
,.,qu i~i l ··h JH'rfm trt('cl. Yrt ( Ill<' f··lt th;~t pcrhap.<: it !tad 
loc t'll oil tl 11 111'1 ( .tl l ' lllal t'd ).(il lllllir·J. ('1 1"111\)ll l Ill' lih' 

l•lll ol l fo 1111< 1 l11 iiH• t·~lt• llf t ft: 1! li t• ::oll l i t ' IH'I i olllll I lV II\ 
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commending the whole pht} because of the pantomime, 
when in actual fact it accounted for only a fraction of 
the two and a half hours of the production. It was al­
most as if th~ director thought the evenings fare a 
little too rich for the audience and obligingly added in 
snips of spice to give t11em their moneys worth. 

As with a lot else in the pl::ty, the set was cleverly 
designed. It was severely bare. There were only a 
series of black platforms, so arranged that they could 
at once be dilfering levels in the same room as well as 
different rooms and corridors by themselves. 'When 
lbe scene shifted to the ship, a few barrel-shaped 
~Jhjects were arranged on stage and blue 6shiug nets 
trailed from above. Costumes were interesting more 
than nnything (·lsc; the clothes heco.rne metaphors 
lor what they should have been. Flowing satin 
gowns were for lhe King and Queen, Hamlet and his 
friends wore sober black jerkins, pants and boots and 
the players' leader was fitted in a colorful medley, 
topped with a splendid length of scarlet silk which be 
draped with all tlte elegance of some eastern potentate. 
One could perhaps question the need to portray 
Ophelia as being almost chalk-white, in a gown to 
match, or R amJet as somehow too robust and blandly 
handsome, but since they were of quite secondary im­
portance in this play. it did not make much of a 
difierencc. 

There remains only to examine why, when a play 
is entertaining, amusing, intellectually stimulating and 

-to enrich India's 
life with colour 

H.\.-~ IJ0 (At• i\V.tiiM BOMB.AY 4 vJ Oib 

fi r,,.. lit , '11 t l • I. t • CAl CIJT I• • DELHt 
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frequently well-performed, that one should look back 
on it and question its credentials. That it was clever 
there can bo no doubt: but what if lhc person seeing 
it did not k11ow Hamlet? Any play which must depend 
so entirely on the audjence knowing another one fairly 
\veil bears the gcnn of its own weaJ.rness. There are 
many parts which were meant for the ears not only of 
those who had re.ad Jlamlct, but who bad also read 
the criticisms and knew the ways in which Shakes­
peru·e punned on words. However well known Shakes­
peare is. surely it mwl be presumptuous to produce 
a play for the select few who J."llow his work very inti­
mately? In fact, it must have been a measure of the 
Company's anticipation of an uneducatt>d audience 
that they staged the original Hamlet in tandem, to 
cns\tre that at least some part of the contemporary 
play could be comprehended by those who saw both. 
It also explains the doses of mime, perhaps one of 
theatre's most basic and universal comic devices so 
that those who missed everything else, would still go 
l1ome with something to talk about. It was a critic's 
play, meant for people who spend their time divining 
deeper significances. Yet like its two principal charac~ 
ters, by Hself it has no greater depth than that it 
reflects from another, greater play. While Hamlet 
could endure forever on its own merit, without it, 
Rosencrantz ancl Cuildenstcrn would not merely be 
dea<l, but entirely noo·existeot. 

MANJULA p AD"MI\N'A.SllAN ... ~ 
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WITH MANY VOICES 
"The deep 

Moons round with many voices. Come, my friends, 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world." 

-Tennyson. 

Kremlinology is by its nature unverifiable until after 
the event. It has this in common with astrology. 

-Swiss Press Revieu.;, January 13. 

The Bihar Government on Monday decided to 
change the name of Mithila University, Darbhanga, to 
Lalit i'\ru·ayan Mishra University. 

-Times af India, January 21. 

At midnight last Tuesday mankind was dragged into 
lhe fourth quarter of the twentieth century, kicldng 
and screaming that it docs nol know what it wants. 

-The Economist, JamHlr)' 4. 

The real generalissimo is hunger. 
- A Cairo 1vfarxist quoted in Time, January 20. 

\\'c should concentrate on improving relntiom with 
our fri euds instead of our enemies. 

- F. J. Strauss in Time, J:muarY'{O. 

I don't think the answers are going to come from the 
Com•nuni~t world or from the old European c.:ountries. 
The one place where there is Hcxibilily and cre-ativity 
M1ough is America. 

- Jean-Frncois Revel yuoted in Time, Jnnu:uy 20. 

Nationalisation is fast b ecoming yesterday's folly. 
-The Economist, January 11. 

l'nEEIXI~t Fm~,, 

t :I u O~;mocratiu 1\escnrch Scn·icc 
127, i\ lnhntma Candhi Hoad, 
numh.1y I. ('Phone: 25•J341 ) 

Plcllsc enrol me tts o sub.vcrilu!r to Fn.,;vool\1 FmsT. 

1 remit tile aunu11l subacrlptlou of ns. 5.00 

Jle i.v/1 11111 a student. 1 rc 111il Rs. 3.00 

~ami' · •••• •• 0 ... • • • • • .. • • • • • •••••• ' •••• 
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Tllcrc is another thing you don't do with bayonets, 
apru·t from sitting on them: you don't cut prices with 
them. 

-The Eco11omist, January 1L 

The year Arabia tliscoverccl money and Europe dis­
covcrc:d Arabia (and fran ). 

-Headline in Tile Economist, January 11. 

Evcty week, with a startlingly small number of 
lapses, The Economist gives the British government 
e:-~lightened political and economic advice. Ev<.'ry 
week, the British government blithely ignores the 
ad"!ce, whic-h may be part of the reason why Britain is 
suffering from a 20 per cent inAation rate, its unions 
have threatened a general so·ikc, and the citizens have 
had to endure their second national election in eight 
months. 

-National Review, October 25. 

One has two duties - to be worried and not to be 
worlicd. 

-E. l\1. Fnr~;tpr quoted in Time, December 9. 

lu a Fe"' rears, there "ill only be fi,·e kings in the 
world: the King of England and the four in the deck 
of cards. 

- King Farouk quoted in Time, D ecemb er 23. 

F1 ance has a long tradition of shrugging off se~'Ual 
improprieties with an attitude of amused tolerance. 

- Time. D ecember 23. 

Tl1t llaso" l/111(111/Cil~<.:. in fact , i<. ns \'enc-mblc and 
popuh!r an inslilution as the Come<.lic Fran~aisc. 

- Time, Decem her 2.3. 

Tlw belief that even Mr. Thieu is preferable to a 
polilhuro is .suppurtf'cl hy the southward Oow of 
refugees throu~hout tlu• \Hlf, <l\\ .1y from communist­
lwld li'ITilor~· 

l i111~t "lh> d11 nol I.J,,. ~lr. Thicu will ha' e :1 c·!.:lliC'l' 

'" II'Jl• ,, , lttn' lt·!!.dh 111 ' ' Ut lt~lll'r. 11,,. \ortl1 \'u•f . 
11;11 It ' ' 11 I ttl h,l\ ,. to II\ 1 11 tt lt I .1 J )llu ll l1a1 t• 1111 -,nt'ft 

pm~ihilih 

1 ,, r 1 !~7 \ r r: "' 11 , n.. : 
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