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I consider it a privilege to associa‘e myself with
this function which has been organised to honour the
memory of one of the Titans of our freedom move-
ment — who held a dominant position in our public
life in both pre-independence and post-independence
eras for well over six decades. Rajaji did not have
what in journalistic parlance is described as a mass
political base.  But through his sheer intellectual
prowess, he strode the Indian political scene as a
Colossus right upto his death at the ripe old age of
94. Retaining his mental alertness till the very end,
he was deeply immersed in public affairs and conti-
nued to offer his wise counsel and advice on prob-
lems of significance to the nation. He was heard
with respect despite the fact that he had no ‘political
troops’ behind him. His razor sharp intellect and
moral ascendancy more than made up for the lack
of substantial political following of the conventional
variety.

While alive, Rajaji was rightly described as the
Bhishma of Indian politics.  Yet how I wish like
Bhishma, he had been given the right to choose the
time of his death. I am sure if he had been endow-
ed with such a right, denied to ordinary mortals, Fe
would have chosen to live upto the day in March
last year when the monopoly of power enjoyed by
a political party for over 30 years was ended and
ano*her party more deeply anchored in the political
beliefs and values of Mahatma Gandhi took over.
These were the values which has been the lode Star
of Rajaji's own long political career and' which he
had ceaselessly striven to propagate through his
speeches and writings for nearly 60 years whether
in office or out of it. In particular, in the last two
decades of his public life, Rajaji fought with messia-
nic zeal for ending monopoly and concentra‘ion of
power of different kinds and sought to build up pub-
lic opinion against the creeping tyranny of the ubi-
quitous State.  Rajaji foresaw that with its powerful
armoury of controls and regulations, the State was
increasingly becoming authoritarian in outlook and

behaviour and posed a threat to the liberty of the
people. It is a pity that he did not live to see the
truition of the campaign which he had launched
against monopoly of political power. He was denied
the addition to his long list of achievements one of
being also a Satayush. :

It is difficult to do justice in a short pre-dinner
speech to the multi-faceted achievements of a versa-
tile genius like Rajaji. Dr. Johnson said of Gold-
smith that there was nothing which he touched but
did not adorn.  These words can perhaps be applied
with greater force to Rajaji, who distinguished him-
self as a politician, administra‘or, statesman, philoso-
pher, social reformer and a man of letters, He in-
terested himself even in the nuclear disarmament
programme and undertook, at considerable risk to
his health when he was over 80 years old, a special
mission to President Kennedy. It was his catholi-
city of outlook and his outstanding performance in
varied fields that enabled him to carve out a unique
position for himself even amongst the galaxy of stars
that shone so brilliantly in our political firmament
during the Gandhian era. He was amongst those
closest to Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhiji himself called
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IN THIS ISSUE

We feel privileged to carry on the front page in-. |
this issue the text of a speech recently relivered
by the Finance Minister, Mr. H. M. Patel.

This issue also carries the text of an open letter
from the Editor to the Finance Minister on the
kind of budget India needs.

There are also interesting reviewé by V. B.
Karnik and Geeta Doctor and three letters to
the Editor.
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