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WERE RAJAJI ALIVE TODAY ...

M. R. Masani

The essence of what India needs today is not
only education in certain subjects like science or
the arts but the development of character. If we
ascertain the root of the word ‘education’, we find
that in Latin it means to ‘emerge’. Education means
the emerging of the personality of the child or the
young person and it is only to the extent that edu-
cational authorities, encourage the man or woman
to emerge that they perform their funcfion. It is

not just providing information, it is the building of
character which unfortunately India so badly needs.

That brings us to the state of our national
affairs today. In the last ten years, we seem to have
been indulging in a swing of the pendulum. You
know how a pendulum goes from one extreme to
another. We seem to be unable to stabilise in the
centre. First we had chaos and near anarchy under
the SVD Governments in Northern India from 1967
to 1970. Then we had the “Indira wave” from 1971
culiminating in an authoritarian regime in 1975.
That ended in 1977. Now we are drifting back again
to chaos.

Let us face it. Our democratic system has failed
to work since 1977. Once again there are people
who are making out a case for dictatorship. This is
not surptising. If law and order and discipline are
not possible in a democracy, then people inevitably
turn to dictatorship. Walter Lippman in his im-
portant little book The Public Philosophy wrote
twenty years ago that, when people are driven to a
choice between an autocratic but strong Govern-
ment on the one side and a democratic but useless
or ineffective Government on the other, they always
choose the first. That is why our pendulum swings
like this.

(Continued on page 5)
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Rajaji has been very much in the news. Even those
who had little use for his views when he was alive are
now singing his praise. Mr. M.R. Masani who can truly
be described as Rajaji’s political heir writes on Rajaji’s
continuing relevance. Taxing the people beyond a point
is counter-productive. We reproduce an excellent piece
on this by Ian Ball. World News and two book reviews
by S.P. Aiyar and Mehra Masani are among the other
varied fare we offer readers in this issue.
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