
\ 

~ .• 

29th Year of Publication 
Fo11ndec: M .. R. MASANI 

Editor NISSIM EZEKIEL 

MARCH 1981 Price : R e l 

339 , • '·'·' ' ~,)' . ' :~:"~' A J 0 U R N A l 0 F ll 8 E R A l l DE !>. S 

Align,ments of the 
non-aligned 
NISSIM EZEKIEL 

The crucial questions about non-alignment tend to 
be overlooked in comments on topical policy state­
ments and events. The viewpoint of analysis is neces­
sarily partisan; when wholly objective, it is innocuous. 

If you side with the Soviet Union, you resist open 
or implied criticism of it. Leaning towards the West, 
and in favour of opposing communist expansionism, 
you wish all Western political and military moves to 
be condoned or ignored. The ideal judgement weighs 
both forces of the main conflict in some mythical bal­
ance, and demands equal praise or blame for them 
in the alleged interests of peace. 

In my view, all these are exercises in futility. To 
condemn the recent Conference and the Delhi Decla­
ration, on the ground that several of the participants 
and signatories are not non-aligned at all, is not very 
useful. To celebrate gleefully that part of the declara­
tion which is described as "a forceful blow to Soviet 
and Vietnamese aggressive acts" (China's Xinhua News 
Agency) is merely to perform a ri!ual in bigyower 
rivalry. China, after all, is a dubious champiOn of 
non-alignment. 

The Opposition in India did not cover itself "':ith 
glory when it had the opportunities to increase India:s 
moral stature in the eyes of the world. Even when It 
is clearly right on specific issues, sue~ as Kampuchea 
and Afghanistan, its general stand IS . not clear and 
positive enough to suggest an alternative. 

Western comment, similarly, has an overwhelming 
case when it points a finger at the contradiction, doubl~­
talk and selective moralism at the Conference. It _Is 
divided when it comes to reassurance as regards Its 
own will in facing the present crisis. 

The compromises embodied in the Delhi ~eclar~­
tion to accommodate the differing views of mnety-six 
nati~ns, are forgivable in the cir_cumstanc~s. Less so 
are the confusions of value, principle, self-mterest and 
long-term perspective. Very little was said ~bout f_re~­
dom, for example, as if a peaceful world Without It IS 

as acceptable to the non-aligned nations as one With It. 

This is, in fact, true about many of these nations. 
They talk almost exclusively in terms of power and 
power-relationships. Whether pro-Western or pro-Com­
munist, they are not interested in the protection and 
advancement of human rights. Pakistan is an example 
of the former, Cuba of the latter. Not only is their 
non-alignment suspect, their relationship to their own 
citizens is highly unsatisfactory. 

Hence the collapse of any moral significance that 
non-alignment is supposed to generate. Its representa­
tives are such poor exemplars of democratic theory 
and practice. No wonder they argue whether or not to 
characte>rise Afghanistan under Soviet rule as a demo­
cratic republic! 

India struggled hard to prevent, or at least to 
reduce to the minimum, criticism of the Soviet Union 
in its relationship with the rest of the world. Whether 
you call it alignment or non-alignment, it is hardly 
moral principle at work. The price of securing a final 
accord at the Conference was paid only in words and 
phrases, to give the appearance of harmony. 

Non-alignment as an international movement can 
still be valuable and indispensable if it asserts ~md 
reasserts the values of democracy and freedom. It should 
not confine itself to discussions in periodical confer­
ences on the line to take about the course of events 
over which it has no influence whatsoever. In that role 
it can, at best, provide comfort, or, alternatively, make 
a minor nuisance of itself in the eyes of this or that 
power. 

At present, ASEAN has greater credibility in the 
political forums of the world than the non-aligned 
nations. ASEAN had the good sense to withhold re­
cognition of the Heng Samrin regime because it Js so 
notably a puppet of Vietnam. How could India, one 
of the leaders of the non-aligned movement, accept the 
Vietnamese invasion of Kampuchea in December '78 
and continue to this day supporting the presence of 
Vietnamese troops in that country? Is India unaware 
of the fact that over a million citizens of Kampuchea 
are now refugees in Thailand? 

As for Afghanistan, India's attempts to make the 
Conference share its myopic attitudes to the Soviet 
occupation were pathetic_ and undign_ified. _It should 
have taken a simple, strmghtforward ltne, :Vh1ch ~ould 
have won it the respect of the whole mtemat10nal 
democratic community. 



AMNESTY
IIYTERIIATIONAL
AIYNUAL REPORT
K. S. VENKATESWARAN

IT is a measure of the ever-increasing scale of bruta-
lity and repression practised by governments all over
the world that the annual reports of Amnesty Inter-
national continue to grow more voluminous each year.
The latest, covering the 12 months between May 1979
and April 1980, is a 408-page assessment of the human
rights situation in over a hundred countries. It is based
on extensive research by the network's London-basecl
Ilrternational Secretariat.

In this period, "almost half the countries of the
world were believed to be holding people in prison
because of their political or religious beliefs. . . Many
of these prisoners were detained without charge or
irial. and tortrned. Others were executed after unfair
trial or assassinated by 'death squads'." The country-
hy-country survey cataloguing the more pernicious
practices, ntakes sad reading'

Although Amnesty International continues to stick
steadfastly to its refusal to rank governments or coun-
lnes or to single out any regime or group of regimes
as the worst human rights oftenders, it is clear that
the most flagrant violations occur in the totalitarian
states, vigorous semantic propaganda notwithstandins.
It is hardly a coincidence that many, if not most, of
these regimes are more or less leftist.

A.s in the previous years, the Sovier Union continued
to feature piominently in the list of Amnesty's prime
concerns, and not without reason. "The year was char-
acterised by a marked increase in the number of
dissenters airested, put on trial and sentenced to im-
prisonment." Although many of those arrested were
bxplicitly charged wiih political offences such as 'anti'
Soviet agitation and propaganda', a large number oI
others faced criminal charges, such as 'resisting thc

rrolice','hooliganism' and even 'attempted rape', which
AI b"li.u.s to have been without foundation' More
over, trials of dissenters continued to be marked by
frequent violations of internationally accepted stand

ards for fair trial.

Thtrt the systematic persecution of *Helsinki moni-
tors" in ttre USSn continues unabated, is a telling com-

mentarv on the scant respect shown by the Sovict

authoriiies for the Final Act of the Helsinki Confer-

ence to which the country is a signatory' Apart front
ih" hu.utrrn"nt, exile and persistent humi!iation of
Andrei Sakharov, which' piedictabiy, received wide

nublicitv in the worlcl mcdia. the incarceration of lt

15 l-vearlolcl economist. Edward Arutunvan' along with
thrJc ,rthcr pl.rpitors ht:lonoing lo the fJkranian group

lnd their heing chrrgcd wlth "anti-Soviet slander", is

sufficientlv illuitrative ol Sovrct attitudes towards tlrc

tlischalgc'of ohlications under internalionltl law'

Three countrics which have virtually m()nop()lised

recc:n{ debatr's ()rt illterllational affairs lrlrn. Afghlrni-
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stan and Poland-have not escaped the scrutiny of
Amnesty International. In lran, "the main concerns of
Amnesty lnternational during thc year were the hold-
ing of the prisoners of conscience, Iack of fair trials
and executions." Besides decrying the spate of sum-
mary death sentences passed on members of the previ-
ous regime, Amnesty reiterated the conclusion in its
earlier Report on lran (submitted to Ayotollah
Khomeini on 9 January 1980) that "the guarantees
necessary for a fair trial are eftectively lacking in cases
heard by the Islamic Revolutionary Tribunals." What
is rvorse, "sentences of death and flogging had been
imposed even when they were not required by Islamic
law..."

Much the same criticism applied to Poland, where
the period under review saw an intensification of re-
pressive measures against human rights activists. "In-
:itances of . police brutality have been reported and
conditions of detention . . . give cause for strious con-
cern," notes the Report. Citing the case of a retired
metal worker, Edmund Z,adrozynski, who was arrested
and later convicted on a number of minor charges,
Amnesty lnternational avers that certain aspects of
the Polish judicial system are open to abuse.

As for Afghanistan, much of the comments and cri-
ticism in the Report relate to gross violation of human
rights by the previous regimes of Presidents Taraki
and Hafizullah Amin, which the Soviet-installed govern-
ment of Babrak Karmal promised (sic) to reverse. It
is a pity, of course, that the Report contains no com-
ments on the more outrageous practices followed by
the Karmal regime, including the alleged resoft to
chemical warfare for combating nationalist opposition
to the Soviet invasion. A passing reference explains
that ". . . human rights concerns of a more general
nature, such as those relating to armed conflict, . . , fall
within the mandate of other international organisations
such as the International Committee of the Red Cross
and bodies of the United Nations."

The Indian Scene
Civil liberterians and critics of the National Secu-

rity Act in India can take heart from Amnesty Inter-
national's unequivocal support to their cause. An
aide menroire scnt to Mrs. Gandhi in April 1980 under-
scored the fact that "in the experience of Amnesty
International, preventive detention legislation introduc-
ed in India in the past for limited offences only, had
in due course been used to detain peaceful opponents
of the government."

The other concerns of Amnesty in lndia included
the persistence of serious police brutality and the in-
carceration of several political prisoners without trial
for long periods. The aide memoire also recalled the
Supreme Court's ruling in Sunil Batrats Cace urging
the effective implementation of The Code of Conducl
frlr Law Enforcement Officers and the U.N. Declara-
!irrp ,rp the Prott-clion o[ All Persons from Cruel. In-
hunran or Desradinc Treatment or Punishment. follow-
inrr reports of torture being practised in New Delhi's
nolorit'rrrs Tihur Jail.

Understandably cnough. tht' outrages perpctrated in

tlhagalpur and clsewhcre cltl not find a plar-'e in thc

\
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Report under review (these being events of too recenr
occurrence), as also the Supreme Court's monr3ntous
judgment upholding capital punishmenr (which, inci-
dentally, was delivered just over a week later than
the cut-off date for the present Report). To bc surc,
the next AI Annual Report can be expscted to contairr
a caustic commentary on these issues of seminal im-
portance, falling as they do directly within the mandnir
of the Nobel Prize-winning organisation.

Soviet f)esigns On Pak,
fran And The
Islamic World
J. G. TIWARI

The official Soviet versittn of The Truth About
Alghanistan, a Novasti publication, sheds light on
Sovict designs in relation to Pakistan and lran.

Soviet animosity toward Pakistan stems from their
belief that "Pakistan has been turned into a strong-
hold against liberation struggle of the people of the
area (middle east), their allies and socialist states".
The General Staft of the Pakistan armed forces is
acrused of setting up a single military organisation of
Afghan reaction in order to topple the Soviet puppet
government at Kabul. The document continues in this
vein and states that Americans are turning Pakistan
into a hotbed of tension, and a bridgehead for fur-
ther escalation of aggression against Afghanistan.

Then follows a warning that Patistan's indepen-
dence would be in danger if it continues opposing
Soviet aggression in Afghanistan. The document says:
"If Pakistan continues to 'follow the same route, it
will gain nothing but will undermine its position as

an independent state. It is in its interest to consolidate
its independence and maintain good and friendly
relations with all neighbourly states."

The obvious implication is that if Pakistan con-
tinues objecting to Soviet military presence in Afgha-
nistan. Soviet armies would march into its territory.

The document contains a number of statements
underlining Soviet eagerness to alter the Pak-Afghan
border to the advantage of Afghanistan. The concern
for such an alteration dates from the early fifties
when the dispute between Afghanistan and Pakistan
began over the Pushtun issue. It reminds readers that
the Soviet Union was the first to endorse the Afghan
demand for solving the Pushtun issue. It furthcr
declares that Moscow continues to endorse the just
demands of the Afghan people.

The document publishes, obviously with ofticial
approval. the statement of the Pushtun leader Ajmal
Khatak, on August 31. 1980. the Pushtun day, in
which he calls upon "the Pushtuns and Baluchis to
direct your path toward struggle for republic". I n

the statement Khatak assures the tsaluchis and tltc
Pushtuns that the Soviets are their "brothcrs and
comrades" who have declared their "full solidaritr
with thc dcmand of Baiuchis artd Pushiutts".

Soviet support to Baluchi and Pushtun irrcdentrsnr
is indicatcd unequivocally in the follorvine lines:

I\,IARCH l9ttt

"Moreover the Soviet Union always looks with
sympathy on the national aspiration of minorities,
such as for example Baluchis who are oppressed and
denied the right to preserve their identities by imperia-
hst and reactionary elements."

. The reason given for this support is justifie<l on
the. ground that the Indo-Afghan hordbr, since it
divides prominent ethnic groups, is a cause of insta-
bility in the region. Its redemircation would enhance
the stability and integrity of Afghanistan. In other
words, the annexation to Afghanistan of thc Pushtun
area of Pakistan is necessary for enhancing the for-
mer's stability. This impliei that acting aJ a Soviet
lTogate, Afghanistan would be justified in attacking
Pakistan at any time.

The document repeatedly indicates that paristan is
an eye-sore for the Soviets. Zia-ul-Haq and his sup-
porters are called thugs, and his government is
accused of causing internal instability and profounrl
discontent by its repression of political opponents.
This is a clear incitement of Bhutto's supporters to
work against their government.

_ The ruling circles of Iran are condemned by the
Soviets for their assistance to Afghan rebels. They
are charged with establishing training centres for
Afghan insurgents and conspiracy to topple the Kabul
goryernment. The Iran Government is warned that
"the culmination of Iran's hostile attitude toward the
democratic republic of Afghanistan and the Soviet
Union serves only the interests of imperialists and
reactionary forces backed by U.S. and Pakistan. Those
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who support such policies must bear the full rqspol]-

sibility f6r the serious consequences of their action'"

The Soviet Union threatens to punish Iran not only
for supporting Afghan rebels but also for other anti'
Soviet icts. 6ne of these is criticism of the Sovie[
Union, alleged to be a progressive country, a friend
of Islam and of the enslaved nations. Another instance
of such anti-soviet acts is the repression of Iranian
communists by religious "fanatics". Iranian leaders,

Khomeini and his followers' must correct their pet-

ception of the Soviet Union and consider it a pro'

srissive country, or dangerous consequences would
iollow. Khomeini and other leaders of the lslamic
Revolution are labelled fanatics, reactionaries and
obscurantists.

To topple the present Government of lran, the
Soviets not only support the Tudeh but carry on
vehement propaganda lgainst Iran's lslamic revolu'
tion and theii leaders, from a radio station based in
their own territory, called the National Voice of Iran.
This radio station accuses the present government of
lran of exporting the revolution to Soviet tenitories,
of ruining ihe economy of the country, and calls upon

it to act-according to the advice of Iranian Commu-
nists. Otherwise the people of Iran would not stop
shoft of punishing even the tallest of Iran's leaders'

For instance, examine the following broadcast:

"Our Islamic republic is bankrupt. Agriculture has

been ruined and chaos rules in all national aftairs.
Those who call for exporting revolution would do
better to turn attention to serious problems confront-
ins our nation before it is too late. Specific steps to
iriprove our doomestic situation have been outlined by
pro^gressive elements. Instead of following their advjce,
pseldo-revolutionary forces are attacking progressive

iorces in Iran and-abroad. They will be called upon

to answer to the people, regardless of their position "

Obviously, Khomeini is told to follow the leader'
ship of Iranian communists, and cultivate friendly
relitions with them as well as with the Soviet Union.
A communist coup would otherwise punish him,
regardless of his status.

Khomeini is considered to be a counter''revolu'
tionary element who is complicating Jh" Iraninn
situation by repressing left and communist forces.
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DILEMMAS OF LIB:ERTTT

It is possible for liberty and good Government to
go together. Liberty is often in a dilemma between the
strong man's craving for power and the poor man's
craving for the basic necessities of life. It implies
careful thought and discriminating choice. Liberty
always carries with it. responsibility and restraint,
either self-imposed or imposed by a benevolent State.

The fundamental threat to liberty is the power to
coerce. This power may lie in the hands of a dictator
or in the representatives of our electorate, who often
merely fawn before a dictator for offices of eminence.
Such a dictator often moves in the garb of a Socialist,
distributing platitudes to the hungry and needy. The
preservation of liberty requires the elimination of con-
centration of power, be it in the hands of one indivi-
dual or a group of individuals, who in the name of
Democracy are concerned with amassing fortunes for
themselves and their progeny.

One of the great bulwarrs of liberty is the com'
petitive private enterprise system. When this system

gets eroded or is gradually replaced by public enter'

brises, the power of the State increases. When it
iontrols dirictly or indirectly the greater part of the

available resouices, there is danger of dictatorship in
one form or other. It is a popular belief among some

socialists that in a democracy, the state is controlled
by the electorate and that a free press ensures the
li'berty of the people. This is a dangerous half+ruth.

The control exercised by the electorate over the

activities of the State is limiied in may ways' Its con-

trol of details is non-existent and often ineffectual' The

fotiticat parties base their election slogans on bread

ind buttei issues or "Garibi Halao"' Once they are

in power, these issues are forgotten, and.there is usu-

ally a wranele for personal power or dominance of one

o.oup out.""nothei. Thus during the brief tenure of a

iolitical oartv. the common man's needs are forgotten'

ionuption giows within corruption,- .sub-committees
flouriih undir committees, and Commissions are formed
only to gain time or to throw dust in the eyes of a

patient electorate.

One of he economists who through his writings

ttas maO" a fervent plea for the arrest of the gloaing

.tl".ou.ft*"nt of the power of the State is Milton
Fri.A*un. In his Cnpi'tulisnt and Fraedont' he says:

"The kind of economic organisation that. .provides
ccr'nromic freeclonr directly^ namelv. comrletitive capt-

iofit*. also promotes political ft::.d.oT because it
senarates economlc power from political power altd

i,'r'Llii* wav cnablcs lhe on. to offsel the tlther'"

The need of the hour seems to be decentralised

privaie-enterprise and competitive markets' These are

I'{ARCH l98t

more congenial for the exercise of eftective economic
and political freedom than concentration of economic
power in public enterprises or in the State. The size
of public sector under-takings has been growing enor-
mously. Also, thanks to our income-tai system the
Government is able to go on increasing its elpenditure
with impunity.

We as a nation do not seem to have a passion
tbr equality. We are docile and rarely impatient with
privilege or authority. One reason for this is possibly
our attachment and devotion to the theory of Karma,
or the fact that we have a high percentage of illiteracy.
There can be and there has been curtailment of indi-
vidual liberty due to repressive legislation. It can be-
come benevolent when it prevents or controls air,
water, and soil pollution arising from industrial pro-
cesses, (in particular, pollution of the air in metropo-
litan regions), with the dumping of sewage in estuaries
and oil on the high seas, and with the use of pesticides
and chemical fertilisers.

The growth of national monopolies has enabled
both capital and labour to conspire against the public
by raising production costs. Corporations whether
national or multinational are growing bigger every day.
They are much larger than those a decade ago. They
have the power to influence voters and the Government
to support policies favourable to them. They know
how to buy up advertising space. They have highly
orsanised lobbies and openly bribe journalists, labour
leaders and public servants to gain their ends.

Workers in all occupations have become hyper-
sensitive to their pay structure and clamour for in-
creascd D.A., even if there is a fall in real earnings,
even when for economic reasons, a slight decline is

unavoidable. "More pay, more D.A., and little or no
work in a day" has become their motto. This is a

phemomenon without parallel. Labour is becoming

increasingly aware of its collective power to inflict
injury on its industry, which in turn has no option bul
to concede the demands of labour, and this in turn
gives rise to increasing costs. Ultimately, it is thc

consumer who bears the burden and is quite helplest
in the 'face of inflationary tendencies.

A clemocratic government with its eyes fixed or
the next elections ii always for industrial peace' 81

this is meant concessioni and more concessions tc

labour. Ultimately what this will lead to' nobodl
knows. When irtflation becomes self generating' th(

moral duty of the Government to act as broker or

mediator b".om"t incrcasingly imporiattt. The balancr

between liberty and State power may then be en

dansered.
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Child-To-Child
Progiramme
By HOIvIAI MOOS
Member. International Committee
" C hll d-t o -C hlld P r o g r atnme"

The Child+o-Child Programme. originally drawn
up at the Institute of Education and Child Health,
University of London, is an international plan designed
to teach and assist children to concern themselves with
the health, welfare and development of other children
in the community.

Improvements in the standard of living in our
country can be achieve.d only when we promote pro-
ductivity in all sectors of our economy. This problem
at macro and micro levels is related to several social
issues. Both children under the ages of 18 years and
others are stimulated to understand the implicalions
of health, educaion, problems of handicapped child-
ren, recreation, creativity, a scientific temper and so
on. It is hoped to cr€ate a multiplier eftect through
their eftorts in influencing their own lives and those of
other young future citizens. It calls for not only a clear
understanding of their respective roles but also a de-
termination to create a congenial climate. We are
Iooking ahead to the 80's with greater action and wilh
the will to improve the quality of life of our children.

The International Headquarters of the Programme
is located in the Institute of Child Health, 30, Guild-
ford Street, London WC IN IEH England.

The National Headquarters in India is located in
Niloufer Hospital - Hyderabad - A.P. and the West-
ern Region Headquarters is located at Bombay in the
Bombay Productivity Council, Rohit Chambers, Ghoga
Street, Bombay-400001. The Chapter Members in
Delhi, Chandigarh, Madras, Calcutta, Tirupati, Hubli,
Jamkhed, Tilonia (Rajasthan) Pune, etc. are active in
carrying out special projects for the Programme.

Mrs. Roda Mistry, Member Rajya Sabha, is the
Patron of the Progamme in India. The programme was
first developed in 1977. After world-wide canvassing
a workshop and conference were held in London and
in Littleworth (U.K.) the following year. At this con-
ference small mixed groups of experienced education-
ists and health workers developed the Child-to-Child
concept, and the "activity sheets" were evolved. The
discussion led to the production of the book Child-to-
Child, (Macmillan - London) and is now available
in India. This book with attractive iilustrations by
Carol Baker, is published at the remarrably low price
of 95p. It contains a number of "activity sheets" each
dealing with a single suggested area of child-to-child
work.

In l98l the Programme clearly tends towards the
problems of the handicapped child.

The international group meetings in London and
West Sussex examined the problems of reaching thc
child who has ncvcr attcndcd scl'rool - up to itO pet

cent of girls in sourc parts of thc world do not so lo
school -- as well as the drop-out. Thc familv of the
"rron-sclrotrl child" is where childteu will bcueiit tuost
from the Programnte.

In dealing with the many aspects of the chilcl. lirere
is onc nrajor rcsr:urce that has so far bccrt almosl

MARCI.I I98I

completely ignor-
ed, and that is--
oth er children!
Findings f rom
several workshops
conducted in more
than 50 countries
show that the re-
sources to materi-
ally improve child-
ren's lives are not
at first sight avail-
able. Toward the
end of 1980 there
were l-4 billion children in developing countries. Of
these, 350 million will be beyond the reach of the
most basic services of nutrition, health and education.
Materials and manpower are unavailable to reach the
slum areas of the Indian cities and still less the ntral
areas. Energy and money have been exhausted train'
ing specialiiis. There has been little emphasis on p1e-

ve-ntive health. The affluent Society's model of health

services has been adopted, to the detriment of children
in developing countries.

Six broad ways have been outlined by The Pro'
or"-.". throush which older children can help the

?;;;;;, ii puiine well; 2) Improving health; (The

if,utii cartoon strip); 3) Providing a .qafe environment

by simple researih; 4) Helping children. grow up;

sl Sii--ifuting younger childien; 6) Helping handi'
cipped children. x-'ii 

Cnift the government las appointed a national
piti.tot of the flrogramme' Guatemala has a scheme'

Ni;;;f Nlno CNAN), in the temote mountain district

of Jacaltenango. In India a project has 
. 
been set up

f;t-.hil.i;; l"o iaentlry leprosy' ind most importantly
i;; iil;t"dication of'the^stigma on those contracting

it L Oir.ut". Kuwait has iompleted a preliminary

tt"dt ;f iii; help older children- give their siblings'

i" iuouu Cuinei the Ministry of Fducation is sup'

olvins a coDv of the Child-to-Child book to every

Fffi;ts"tr".ior. 
-sitilar 

support to the.Programme. in

;';;i.;t--of ways is biing given in manv other

countries.
In the International Year of the Child' 1979' it

Uecame clear that the new Programme is here to stay

u"a ittut every effort should bE made not only 
- 
to

rni"i"ltt coniinuation but also to help it -to develop

anoionriatelv in diflerent parts of the world' A-study
;l';;ih"d;'tr i.ucttine thi non-school child is already

in hanO and will ,oofr bt completed' l98l is the In'
i;iltidi Year of Disabled Persons, and emphasis

iJ'^6!ii'l'iir".J-on-trt. nunoicappea Child integrating

*itft-ifr? 'normat Child. There ii'also a case for look'
ing ut ihe fossibilities of developing a distance-

teiching Programme related to the Child-to-Child idea'

tvtori important. is the co-orreration 
-between 

health

anct education ncrsollnel. So far. thc Programme has

6.i'g1;cJ a valttabl'r collaboration between health

and etiucation. 
-fhere is also a need for it to involve

toii.uiti't. tua simple aninrrl hrrshandry' Childto
Chrld nray be a uselul way through which simple but

vital-les.sonr in agriculturc and Iiihery can be passed

.'tii-ftnni onc geniration to another 
'with 

nerv deve-

loprncnts froni appropriatc tcchnology'
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H. M. Patel 75th Birthday
Charutar Vidya Mandal.

Commemoration Volume
Rs. 50.00. l5l pages.

Most commemoration volumes are boring, and this
one is no exception. Barring a few contributions, all
are dull and repetitive-extolling H.M.'s "qualities of
head and heart." And yet Mr. H. M. Patel's life has
covered many interesting events-the most dramatic
being the transfer of power and the partition of India
in which he played a leading role.

Mr. Patel was one of a band of outstanding admini-
strators among the ICS officers who joined the service
in the late twenties and early thirties. They were versa-
tile, well-read and well-informed with many initiatives
to their credit. As a distinguished member of this band.
Mr. Patel had an understanding for the many facets
of government in a period of ever-growing state inter-
vention in economic, cultural and social life. It was
to be expected that he would have a successful career
in the Ministries of Commerce, Industry and Civil
Supplies, Defence, Food and Agriculture, and as Cabi-
net Seoetary.

ln 1947 he was appointed Partition Secretary anC
his work was acclaimed by all concerned. Rajaji,
Mountbatten and Nehru among others. L. K. Jha des-
cribes with what imagination and resourcefulness, Mr.
Patel tackled the enormous problem involved in the
transfer of power, including the solution of deadlocks
on account of differing views of the Indian and Paki-
stani members of the Partition Secretariats. Patient
negotiations were necessary, and the credit for smooth
transition and division of assets eoes to Mr. Patel.

It is unfortunate that after this brilliant success,
followed bv admirable work as secretary in the Minis-
tries of Defence, and Finance. Mr. Patel was compelled
to retire prematurely from the services because of the
Mundhra affair and the failure of T. T. Krishnamachary,
the Minister, to accept responsibility for the investment
of LIC funds in certain shares. One or two contri-
butors mention this incident in passing but none of
them has examined the Mundhra scandal in detail as

it should have been. It raised several ouestions about
the relationship between politicians. civil servants and
the business community.

Firstly, there is the question of corruotion. The elec-

toral syitem makes the struggle for political power so

e^rrensiu" that politicians must extort money from busi-
neis and industry in return for favours' Both th-ey and

the officirls -r 11 tan-rptod to evpncl l rqtrlln for the

grlnt of licenses ancl permils u'ithotrt which the econom\/

cannot move.

Sccolt<Jly, thc Mundltra aflair sltouetl up the irtabt

lity of nutonon,nut bodics to function without the

inierfcrence in their detailed rvork by Ministers' In the

Mundlrra clrse. thc [.lC u'as an auton()nlous body and

ti

there was no occasion for the Ministe'r or the Minis-
try of Finance to interfere in the investment of its
funds.

Thirdly, the aftair raised the question of Ministerial
responsibility. If there was interference regarding_ the
inv'estment 6f ltC funds the responsibility for the deci-
sion was the Minister's but, as has happened fre-
quently before and after the Mundhra affair, Minis-
t'ers fail to accept responsibility for their acts and make
civil servants the scipegoats. As a result of TTK's
passing the blame, 

-tvir. g. M. Patel had to retire
prematurely from the ICS.

His life after retirement has, however, been full of
purposeful activity. Unlike many of his ICS colleagues
Mr. Patel did not join a business house-he decided
to work for rural reconstruction from a base in Vallabh
Vidyanagar which was founded as a memorial to
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. He set out to redress the
imbalance between rural and urban India and to inte-
grate the interests of the two. He took charge of the
Charutar Vidya Mandal which was started as far back
as 1946, when Sardar Patel was still alive, to persuade
farmers to give land for development. From thrs be-
ginning the Mandal has been responsible for diverse
activities which have brought prosperity to the whole
region.

Whether as honorary Chairman of the Gujarat State
Electricity Boarcl or as the Sarpanch of the Gram
Panchayat of V. Vidyanagar, Mr. Patel has devoted
his time, energy, experien-ce and ability to the task
of creating an 

-educitional, political, economic and
social ferri-ent in a rural community. He was the driv-
ing force behind the Sardar Patel University-' the Agto-
ec-onomic Research Centre, the Jyoti Solar Enerev
lnstitute, to mention only a few of the institutes which
have been created to 'bring about a regeneration in
the countryside.

The brief interlude in politics was not as successful

as H.M.'s other activitie's' As a Swatantra MP and
later as Finance and Home Minister in the Janata
Government he could not compete with the dcmagogttes
in his own and other Parties.

The book has a Guiarati section containing tributes
of more or less the sime kind as the English' The
iriUutes which gladdened this reviewer's heart are those

nf-[it daught#s. H.M''s achievement in allowing and

encouraging these five attractive -Yqung women to

develop- th-eir individual personalities in freedont,
titr.t.tiA frrrnl the inhibitill;l' rnpr.'"p1i'11'" "r 1lei1 "1r"'i1l

.nrlironrn.nt, is as pleasin,r lrs his effr'rrts. throtrgh -the
lndian Wild Life Roard' to allow wild animals to iivc

frcc from the fcar of tlrc htrntcr. Bolh arc lr rcflcction

of a huntane ancl liberat approach to life in all its

manifcstations.
MEHRA MASANI

FRFFDOM I IRST
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MAMAJI by Ved Mehta, Oxford University Press.

Pp. 334. Rs. 60/-

This is the promised sequel to Daddyii, published in
1972. The evaluation of Hindu society is exemplified
in a single family. It is city-bred and already several
steps closer than Daddyii's to a somewhat hazy concept
of the "modern world". That world has very little effect
on the women.

Ved's mother has hardly any education and is con-
fined to the kitchen. Shg t_r simple-minded and super-
stitious, has no clearly defined personality. She comes
into her own after marriage in a more liberal environ-
ment, but continues to. accept the inevitable, doing
little to influence situations or events.

Limited as she is, the book is not her story but that
of her family-their lives, hopes and aspiraiions. Her
father is the symbol of progress, and its resultant con-
tradictions. His diary originally inspired the narrative.
The first half of the book is his story. He has risen
above his feudal origins, through education to wealth
and a 20th century life-style: "Babuji smoked a cisar
and carried a stick." The-rest of the family (ll chiiO-
ren) are satellites: they appear and disappear in the
narTative in so far as they affect him.

Basically. the diary is a catalogue of births, deaths
and rituals. It also tabulates important events such as
his failing in exams, and his election as a .,Fellow of
the Punjab University." The Dary provides a skeletal
framework for an otherwise diffuse narrative.

A variety of names flits in and out of the book. The
inumerable births, and deaths, the swift passagc of
(he years give the impression of the irrevocable move-
ment of tinre. the insignificance of the individual, and
the inevitability of death. Much of the writing is based
not on direct experience but on stories taken from the
mouths of molhers and fathers, aunts and uncles. An
emphatic or rhetorical style is unjustified if one has
not lived the life described.

"To see through the glass somewhat clearly," Ved
affects a tone that is neutral, balanced and impassive.
He is no moralist. and there is no attempt to condemn
a situation, to alienate the reader. The marriase of his
aunt Malan at the age of 8 is described as-follorvs:
"She was unaware that she was bethrothed to anyone
until she was finally put in a oalanquin and told to
"be good wife to vour lord and master Baggu Ram."
Malan then started wailine. "The family covered the
palanouin with a woollen shawl to muffle her screams.
and she was taken away."

There are no outraged exclamations after this pass-
ase. Ved moves immediately to a happier moment.
This is as it should be, but sometimes the author
seems to have reservations.

Thc author knows much more of agony, sufTcring atrtl
cruelt./ than he is willing to portray. The language is

:lnro lli hut flrt Thcr"c is little thlrt iq fnrceftrl or n^nr'
pcllinu in thc x,rititrg. The book is pleasing brrt lacks
sicnificance. The characters are mere cameos: nal'ra-
tive intr-rcsl nredontinltles. llvcnts and trpheavltls pro

iect individuals.
The Arya Samtj affects Babuji. He rejects all supcrr-

stition ancl idol rvorship. feels the oppression of livirlrr
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in a dated style in the ancient city of Lahore. Therc
is a longish passage reflecting his despair. I mentic.n
it because it is the only image in the book and ihe
only passage to describe a condition of the mind. I
take it as a reflection of the "Old India", physically
and symbolically. It is not unlike the lives our pec'pii
still lead, untouched by the modern rvorld.

"As Babuji lay on the roof he could not ignore the
stench of raw sewage from the open drain bilow, and
he imagined the sewage sluggishly moving through ihe
network of gullis-to the river in which the ashes of
his ancestors had been committed. He felt trapped in
the gullis. He felt trapped on his ancestral plot of land
where generations of Mehtas had died, leaving scarcely
a hand mirror to mark their passage through its various
houses."

This image captures the essence of a philosophy ancl
life-style that is debilitating and static. It was a con-
junction of two opposing cultures that stimulated the
first Mehta to assen himself. His rebellion is symbolised
in the fact that as soon as he can afford it, he moves
ro the new city that thc British had built.

creating a meaningful structure in which one may per-
ceive both a slow growth and branching out into
distinctive voices at last, and the ever-present danger
of imitativeness.

It is a pity that the eftect of form has been destroyed
to some extent by omitting all indication of the sources
and dates of the essays. And that ridiculous misprints
should have been allowed to make poets sigh for such
things as "a jumped style of life" and critics u'rite of
"Michael Marlhusudhan Dutt who were The Captive
Ladieo' and hov,, "what the poets did was a explore
Oriental themes."

The second part of the book deals more closely with
the work of individual poets; it includes, for instance,
Christopher Wiseman's invaluable essay on "The
Development of Technique in the Poetry of Nissim
Ezekiel." Surprisingly, this section of the book is less
successful in some ways than the first, though it is
thoughtful and full of stimulating juxtapositions.

What goes wrong is that the evaluation promised
in the title ancl introduction" the business of deciding
how the poems work and why they matter, is taken
ior granted and the critics tend to drift into exposition
of meaning :

"The person in the poem . . . is always at a great dist-
ence from the hills which symbolize the loftiness of
spirit. His river of life is dry, and the winds lie dead
in his path, meaning that he is devoid of the creative
breath which has the power of regeneration."

How much this is the rule becomes particularly
apparent when we reach the last essay, Vrinda Nabar's
on Keki Daruwalla, in which, at last, discrimination
between the effective and not-so-effective within the
work of the poet is prominent. Elsewhere this is absent,
and we may at worst find ourselves asked to admire
the way in which "the last wotrd 'storm' creates the
prevailing atmosphere which is violent," the "satiric
thrust" and "profound sense of life" of such lines as:

Come, darling, let us set uP home

And ride by regal rickshaw-walla

To caverns with an icY dome

And milk bY the gola.
(Lal)

Even where things are not on this level, a certain
sameness and lack of light and shade prevails; most
important, this often indicates a deficient vitality, a

bookishness of response :

"Thus is built up (in Ramanujan's Small-scale Re-
flections on a Greai House) a strange and bizarre cata-
logue of things that come into the house from outside
to stay for ever and the things that go out but inevi-
tably return: stray cows, library qoo\-s' neighbours'
dishbs. ... sons-in-law. daughters-in-law", etc.

"strange and bizarre"!-in which country- does this
critic liva? R-csponses like this are certainly not the
l.irrrl th:rl heln t^ crerlr-' r f3rrnr111hl3' envirOnnltnt frtt'

n,)etr\/ Yet lherc is mttclt here to interest and frLrit-
fullv occunv the teachers and students for whom the
h,rrrli is,'hicflv mernt. T cl us hone that f'rom thcm the

norrrishins elctnent will some day come.

ET,IZABETH REUBEN

FREE,DOM FIRST

t(

HAVOU ANKLES,dRIA

CONTEMPORARY INDIAN ENGLISH VERSE:
AN EVALUATION edited by Chirantan Kulshresta
(Arnold-Heinemann. 1980. Rs. 65/').

A BOOK which consists of twenty essays all devoted
to modern Indian poetry in English is something to wel-
come; however, it must be said that this one does not
always make easy reading-you need to be strongly
motivated to persist with essays that begin (and con-
tinue) like this!

"The unquestionable giftedness of quite a few of the
at times alarmingly increasing tribe of Indian poets
writin-e in English gives us pause to wonder about the
name and nature of their guite genuine poetic poten-
tial and about what the poets would seem to make
of it, let alone what we as readers could make of it."

All too often ponderous paragraphs lead up to little
or nothing by way of conclusion, like: "Indo-Anglian
poetry.. . has voiced the aspirations. the joys and
iorrows of the Indian people." And in the first part
especiallv the occasional concrete examples are likr:
water in the desert. Yet, once one is prepared to endure
desert conditions, the book can make rewarding
reading.

It begins with Meena Alexander's impassioned ex-
pression of the plight of the poet writing in an alien
tonque, and goes on to two sober discussions (M. K.
Naik and V. K. Gokak) of what constitutes the dis'
tinctive Indian contribution at the earlier sta'es, stls-
uesting, amonq other thinqs, mvstical poetrY. The next
piece is P. I-al's emnhatic reiection of the mvstical
style, followed by S. Mokashi-Ptrrteka-r's reioinder'

Then comes a croup of essays discussinq broadly thc
work of later poets arrd rvhcther thev have finallv
irelticvcd st;tttctliittg iiri.ti L()illlls. Cllt' r;i' iil'lsc is i..
Ayylppa Paniker's "Pcttco,-'ls illM)lll Pitlli rt',-'ltq". ';ottt-
menting on tlie Oxfrtrd Univ,r'sitv Prcs:; rt:ttl Cle;rrirrq
|'fr.'11gr.trrtok', itl i)i)cl.l'\'i;l lt)7/.,ihi,-lt:1., r';r[i.i;!,t1'lr,
brillianl antl -qur:cincf niecc of r.t't'itin'. .Anirrt lrorrt lhis.
the arranccnrent iustifies itsclf. the etltholocist's haltri

t0



CINTHOL
SOAPANDTALC

The perfect pahners for deodorant
Frotection-a bath with Cinthol Soap

and'a sprinkling of Cinthol Talc-
to take you to great heights of fieshness,

Lt
o
c(t

U'
F.o
lr5
o.
o
ccrNTHonvpty

ilMARCH I98I



Tribute to M. C. Chagla
llpe,ecix at the Condolence Meeting in Bontbav)

_ M. A. RANE

Since Jayaprakash Narayan founded Citizens For
Democracy in 1974, there was hardly any public meet-
ing hsld in Bombay under the auspices of the C.F.D.
oi any other sistei organisation without Mr. Chagla
presiding. Today we are meeting for the first time
rvithout Mr. Chagla. In this very hall he addressed
several public meetings, inspiring and stimulating the
audience. Those who had the good fortune to listen
to him may still remember his voice reverberating.

The last meeting Mr. Chagla addressed in
hall was on 20th November 1980 in support of

this
the

Tributes have been paid to Mr. Chagla by the
Chief Justice of our High Court at a full Court Refe-
renc'e. He has been truly described as one of the pil-
lars of the Bombay High Court and even of the
Indian Judiciary. In an interview with the Editor of
Tlrc lllustroted lVeekly, Mr. Chagla described the
period when he rvas the Chief Justice as the finest
ycars of his life. I think in public life his finest years
rvere the last six years, when the Emergency was dec.
lared and when he did not hold any position of office
or power.

_ . I *-u.r in close personal contact with Mr. Chagla
during this period. When attendance at public meetings
w_as_banned on pain of being detained under the hatetl
MISA. without assigning aiy grounds, Mr. Chaglrr
never hesitated to address a meeting which we c6n.
vened under one pretext or other. He attended the
Freedom-Loving Lawyers Meeting banned by the
Commissioner but upheld by the High Court, the
Gandhi Jayenti Meeting in_1975, the Annual Meetingof the Citizens for Democracy convened t;
condemn the 42nd Amendment. He delivered the il.
spiring speech at the Civil Liberties Conference orga-
nised by the late Mr. C. T. Daru and his friends al
Ahmedabad in October 1975. Mr. Seervai has describ.
ed that speech as a classic which should be included
in any anthology of inspiring speeches.

Mr. Chagla was one of the Chief Architects of the
destruction of the Emergency Rule. Whether during
the Emergency or under Janata Rule, or after the
return of Mrs. Gandhi, Mr. Chagla's was a fearless

voice, in a climate polluted by sycophancy and con-
venient defections. Betrayal of the people by the lead-
ers of the Janata did not shake his confidence in the
values of democracy and human rights.

Mr. Chagla was one of the most outspoken Ra.
tionalists that modern India has produced. He was
one of the founders of the Rationalist Association of
India in the early thirties along with contemporar.
Rationalists like Sir Raghunath Paranjpe, Dr. G. V.
Deshmukh, Dr. D'Avoine, Dr. Erulkar, B. G. Horni-
man. S. A. Brelvi and R. D. Karve. At one of thc
early meetings of the Rationalist Association he deli-
vered a talk on Rationalism and Civil Liberties whelr
he pointed out the close connection between the two.

That was a time when the Civil Liberties of our
people were suppressed by the British and there was
the ominous rise of Fascism in Europe. As a Ra-
tionalist he believed in the supremacy of reason irr

explaining the universe and man, and in guidine hu-
;r.ri:: r':-.;;i!iiJl. II: ilii.l i:ot icquirc thc 'rutcltcs.;[ gutl,..

r:r-rdnrcn or hrrly scripturr:s for behat'ing civilly and

nrorally with his fellow human beings. He did not
Lrclicvc irr arr-y rcligion or supernatural powers. He held
nrany high and eraltecl ofliccs but before taking the

oath hc clicl not consult an1'astrololcr. He did not tre-

Independence of the Judiciary. His presence at that
meeting rvithin ten days of his operation in a Hospi-
tal was ascribed by Mr. Seervai to his indomitable
spirit. The entire audience stood up and gave him a
thunderous ovation in token of its gratitude for his
public spirit. Today, we will all have to stand up in
silence in memory of the Grand Old Man of India.

This meeting is convened not only by the Citizens
For Democracy but also by several Citizens' organis'
ations committed to the values of human freedom,
civil liberties and democracy. The sponsors include
People's Union For Civil Liberties, Indian Radical
Huriranist Association, Chhatra Yuva Sangharsh Va'
hini, Bombay Sarvodaya Mandal, Committee 'for Pro-
tection of Democratic Rights, Citizens Coordination
Committee for Strengthening Democracy. Lawyers
Committee for Judicial Independence and Indian
Rational ist Association.

On the passing away of J. P' we h-ad unanimously
elected Mr. 'Chagli as the All India President of the

Citizens for Deriocracy. All the Human Rights Orga-
niruiions had decicled to felicitate Mr. Chagla in this
Hall on 3rd March l98l on his completing 80 years

and to inaugurate the Bomb-ay Branch.of the People's

Union for eivil Liberties. We had also decided to
obs,:rve 22nd March as the J.P. Memorial Day, it be'
ing the day when the Emergency was lifted.

Mr. Chagla had agreed to deliver the- J'P' Memo'
rial Talk on ihat occasi-on. All of us are the poorer by

his death. But we are rich by our association with

him and richer by memories of him which will be re'

counted by the President Mr. Justcis J' Cl' Shah and

the eminent speakers to follow.

I belong to the generation of lawyers who wcrc

fortunate in- commeniing their practice in the Courl
,.f Fi';"f ILrqtrct Chaslir it :r time u'herr the Conslilrr'

lirrn hatl been promttlgated. l.argely.. we- owe otlr prc-

sent position in'the prbfession to Chief Justrce Chagla'
to his courtesr'. hi'i iindt'.tt. his u'lrmth r'nd his lvill-
inoness to apl'lrcciate talent. It was a great pleasure to

ir!u. in his Court. I have scveral plcasitnt nlcmtrrics

aboul htnr as u Judgc.

l2 FREEDOM f;IRSl



liere in sin or cloistered virtuc. in heavcn or hcll. in
the soul. in an after-life or in the theory of Karma.

It is not an accident that Mr. Chagla's mortal
remains were consigned to the flames at the electric

crematorium without a single religious rite. This was

according to his wishes, expressed to his near and

dear ones. His enlightened sons, daughter, son-in'law
and daughter-in-law deserve congratulations for dis-
playing courage in carrying out his wishes.

As he was a Rationalist, Mr. Chagla was also a

Humanist with unshakable convictions in and com-
mitment to human values, civil liberties, freedom and
democracy. Mr. Chagla's can be described as secular
Humanism, which is growing as a powerful movement
all over the world in the west as well as the east. Four
hundred years before Christ the Greek Philosopher
Protagoras had said, "Man is the measure of every-

thing". His object was to wean away people from other
worldliness. Five hundred years before Christ, Gau-
tam Buddha, for whom Mr. Chagla had high regnrd,
made the same attempt.

Mr. Chagla belonged to the age of enlightenment.
In all probability the close of this century will see the
rise of secular humanism as conceived and practised
by Mr. Chagla. In that movement, Mr. Chagla will
have an abiding place.
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From the frying pan
into the fire
By VASANTHA SURYA

One by onc, third world societies are opening u;r
their dearly paid-for packages of industrial develop-
ment to find that the much-advertised item called
"social progress" is missine. Women in particular dis-
cover that ancient modes of discrimination have been
given a ncw look, and that they have doffed their
traditional garment of self-effaccment only to be neatl.v
fitted into a new psychological strait-jacket.

Schooling, when it is made available to rvomen, does
not stimulate their intelligence, or coax into grolvth
their stunted personalities: it trims and prunes their
already rvarped attitudes and enfeebled skills to suit
a limited range of low-paid jobs. Worst of all, the
longed-for chance to enter the money marKet as
earners in their own right usually turns out to be a

one-way trip into a maze of exploitation.
This collection of reports from Asian countries in

various stages of industrialisation shows that despitc
the passage oi scores of laws purporting to protect the
rights of women, these economies are beginning to
rely heavily on cheap, docile female labour to kcep
the prices of their products competitive in the world
market.

Aiko Carter's "On Being a Woman in Japan" ie-
veals how Japan has used its women to leapfrog into
the industrial age. In the words of a Japanese woman
textile worker in the early years of this century, the
factory owners "scolded us like cows and horses, they

VYomen in the Third World: Edited by Laeeq Futehally
with an introduction by Suma Chitnis. Jaico Pub-
lishing House. Leslie Sawhny Programme. 1980.
Price Rs. 30/-.

beat our heads if we broke the threads on the looms".
After the second world war, japanese industrialists
virtually purchased peasant girls from their indigent
families for their 24-hour-a-day industrial recovery
operations.

.Today's morc sophisticated managements in Japan
divide female workeis into competing-groups, encourag-
ing coercion within lhe _uroup-to brlng laggards into
line, so that production quotai may be hlteil. Rlttrougtr
the Japancse Constitution contains an equal rights
clausc, I\{r. Carter claims that exceDt in the civil ser-
vice, rvomen rvork for longer houis and receive less
pay than mcn for the sane jobs. Thcv are also liable
to lose their jobs carly.

It{any companies retire full-time women workers at
30 to 35 years of age-only to re-employ them on il
low-wage, temporary, part-time basis. Says Ms. Carter:
"The ability of Japan to dump electronic products on
the world rnarket is based on cheap female part-time
rvork taken from the over-4O age bracket." Women so
l'mployed do not aspire to career advancement; they
merely want to keep their jobs and earn enough money
to reach out for the goodies of the consumer culture.

Malaysia appears to be intent on emulating Japan's
methods, judging from Jamilah Ariffin's account of
women workers in multinational electronics firms in
that country. Regulations regarding night-shift work
for female workers have been relaxed to attract foreign
investment, and the government studiedly refrains from
opposing the investors' concerted action to block the
formation of workers' trade unions.

ln addition. recruiting agents are allowed to sc()ur
the lrialpysia countr)'-side to induce rural girls to
migrate to the urban-based factories. Village girls arc
easily lured out of their traditionally restrictive milieu
by the prospect of working in airconditioned work-
places at wages which appear at first sight to be attrac-
tive. The jobs don't last, horvever. Compulsory night-
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shifts and overtime soon result in fatigue, failing eye-
sight, and boredom.

Electronic workers are sometimes bored literally tcr

tears by their demanding, utterly monotonous toil, and
mass hysteria on the shop-floor is a frequent event,
apart from individual break-downs. Before a girl's
pioductivity begins to decline, and often just before
she is due to be paid her first annual bonus, she is dis-
missed. With girls so plentiful and so compliant, the
electronic firms find frequent retrenchments more 1rt'o-
fitable than reliance on experienced workers.

Rami Chhabra and Alka Basu repon that India's
entrance into the industrial age has actually made life
more precarious than ever before for her women. 'fhey

base their analysis on the Official Life Tables of the
Registrar-General from l95l to 1971, three decades
of -phenomenal industrial growth. Female mortalitl'
ratei have of course always been higher than that of
males in this country, reflecting not only their vulner-
ability during the reproductive period, but also the
widespread practice of feeding -eirls and women less

than boys and men.

Until 1951, however, the curve swooped briefly up-
wards at puberty, and stayed there till age 15, the onset
of the reproductive period. In pre-industrial Indian
society, a pubescent girl was encouraged to grow so

that ahe might bear sons in a few years' time, and
till recently females were perhaps genuinelv cherished
at least fdr their child-bearing ability' Now that
modernisation (so-called) has arrived, even these few
vears of relative eood health are denied them. The
lurve of female m6rtality today hovers between l0 to
20 per cent above that for males, right from age .one
to aee 50. when those few women who have survived

chronic malnutrition and a multitude of diseases uiti-
mately prove hardier than men of lhe same age.

. A.mor.r_s traditional .Asian value-systems, perhaps Sri
Lanka has been kindest to women. Buddhism, *i,i.t,
coloured every social activity, discouraged the emer_
gence of customs like femal6 infanticiclJ, purdah, ancl
the oppression of widows. Despite the imitation of
a European-Victorian ethic during colonial times, and
the. disruption causecl- by the advent of a plantitiorr,
cash-crop economy, Sri Lanka women have retainecj
some of their original status. Like the women in
K-erala. they have traditionally exercised a good part
of the decision-making authority in familv and cbm-
munity affairs. Whether their basic cultural tonditioning
towards equality will help to emancipate them from thi
restraints imposed by an industrialising economy re-
mains to be seen.

Javanese and Sudanese possess a similar cultural
advantage: their social system allows both men and
women to continue to belong to their natal kinship
groups after marriage.

lgrhaps societies which strengthen such egalitarian
traditions can better withstand the brutalisinslnfluence
of industrialisation, and give both men and iomen the
chance to live more human lives. The trouble is thrt
women's issues cannot be cut loose from the tangleri
knot of social relationships, although they are agonis-
ingly visible in almost every turn and twist. As rhey
rush headlong into the future, the developing societies
seem to be oblivious of fundamental human perspec-
tives, blind not only to the worsening relationship bet-
ween Lhe sexes, but also to the dangerous tensions
between groups and classes of every kind.

British versus
Soviet aid

The combined net oflicial aid of the Soviet Union
and its six East European satellite States to the Third
World is "markedly less" than that of Britain alone.
the British Minister for Overseas Development.
Mr. Neil Marten, said in Cambridge recently.

"If one excluded their aid to Cuba, Vietnam and
the People's Democratic Republic of Korea, their
official ntt aid effort to the rest of the developing world
is only just ovcr a quarter." Mr. Marten added.

A similar picture can be seen by looking just at
tlre net aid figures for lndia. ln the two financial years
1978-79 and 1979-80. Britain save an estimated equi'
iulcrtr of Rs. l9E ctoLes itt rtct biiul'cr:rl aid ttr lr,dil.
cttml-ri11cd with tht figurc tlf rrti rttl,r Ils. l2l .5 crttrcs
fronr thc Soviet tlnictn attd other East Europcan cotlll'
trieri logelhcr.
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