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THE AGONY OF ANDREI SAKHAROYV

IT WOULD occasion no surprise
to those who have been following
the fortunes of Andrei Sakharov,
the veteran Soviet dissident who has
been living in enforced exile in
Gorki for nearly four years now,
to learn about the fresh wave of
persecution unleashed upon his ail-

ing wife, Yelena Bonner, by the

Soviet authorities. According to a
moving appeal smuggled out of
Gorki and published in The Obser-
ver (London) on 22 January 1984,
Sakharov has apprehended that if
Yelena were to be treated for her
heart condition in the Soviet Union,

~ “some means may be found to

bring about her death.”

The latest developments are only
a sequel to the continuing harass-
ment that Yelena has been subject-
ed to ever since her Nobel laureate
husband was picked up by uniform-
ed militiamen on 22 January 1980
while on his way to a weekly semi-
nar at the Soviet Academy of
Sciences. Besides being made a
victim of a sustained campaign of
slander by the state authorities,
Yelena became “the sole hostage”
for Sakharov’s public activity, par-
ticularly after the departure from
the USSR first of their children and
then of their daughter-in-law Liza
Almeyeva. “The whole responsi-
bility for my statements has been
shifted on to her,” says Sakharov
in his recent letter.

K. S. VENKATESWARAN

An indication of the extent to
which the KGB went in its efforts
to intimidate Yelena (and thereby
silence Sakharov) can be had from
the concern the distinguished phy-
sicist expressed in a letter — first
published in the New York Times
—as far back as 4 May 1980.
“Recently,” observed Sakharov,
“someone appeared at my mother-
in-law’s door at 5.30 a.m., describ-
ing himself as an officer of the
KGB. He warned that if her
daughter, my wife, did not stop her
trips back and forth from Gorki
and stop inciting me with anti-
Soviet statements, they would take
certain measures. FEarlier, some of
our friends received letters with
similar threats against my wife.
Everytime my wife leaves, I do not
know whether she will be allowed
to travel without hindrance and to
return safely. My wife, although
not under detention, is in greater
danger than I am.”

Following the incessant mental
torture inflicted on her, Yelena suf-
fered a severe myocardial infarction
in April last year and has reported-
ly had several further attacks since.
The response from the Soviet
authorities has been predictable.
Apart from keeping her Moscow
home under constant police sur-
veillance, Sakharov alleges that
“doctors hesitate to visit her, fear-
ing the consequences.  The tele-

phone in our Moscow apartment
was disconnected in 1980, and the
nearby coin telephone was discon-
nected right after Yelena’s heart
attack. This is certainly not sheer
coincidence.”

Nor was it a coincidence that in
December last year, following re-
newed worldwide concern over
Sakharov’s prolonged detention in
Gorki, a senior Soviet official, Mr.
Vitaly Ruben, hinted that the emi-
nent scientist was mentally ill and
that his views on nuclear disarma-
ment proved he was deranged. In
a statement which was as shocking
as it was ridiculous, Mr. Ruben as-
serted in characteristic fashion that
the Kremlin had banished Sakharov
to Gorki out of “humane conside-
rations” and “for his own peace of
mind”. Mr. Ruben went on to add
that, while in Gorki, Sakharov was
engaged in writing research papers
for publication in Russia and
America and was ‘“‘constantly in
touch with fellow physicists.”

Fortunately for Sakharov, neither
his scientific colleagues nor the
governments of the free world were
taken in by such obvious falsehood.
In a spontaneous display of solidar-
ity with the distinguished dissident,
most of the Western leaders, includ-
ing those even from the Socialist
parties of France, Italy and Spain,
have expressed their revulsion at
the Soviet behaviour from time to
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