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TIHERE are many misconceptions in the Indian
r'rhind about the revolt in Cuba. They are due to
lack of information about events in that far ofi coun-
try. They are also due to deliberate propaganda on
thri part of some to paint the revolt as an invasion of
the country organised and financed by the United
States of America. Now that the revolt is crushed and
there is no immediate danger of the situation deve.
loping into a major international crisis, it is desirable
to_ t-!rink- a little more calmly about the happening and
ass-ess- the real character of the event.

The actual help that the revolt received from tl-re

Governmgnt of [he United States of America will
,evel remgin a matter of speculation. There can be no
denial, however, of the obvious sympathy of the
American Government. President Kennedy has made
no attempt to hide the fact. It is clear, however,,that
there was no military intervention. Had it taken place,
the revolt would not have ended so swiftly and in
so tragic a manner. There will be sorne who may
object-even to an expression of sympathy - and even
to private efforts to help the revolutionaries, They
may remember, however, that it rvas only with such
assistance that Castro succeeded in overthrowing the
dictatorship of Batista. If it was moral and legal to
help Castro in his stmggle against Batista, horv rvould
it be immoral and illegal to help others against Castro
when he becomes ir dictator and establishes a police
regime?

-The revolt that took place was a revolt of a signi-
ffcant section of the Cubin people against the dictator-
ship of Castro. The section that revolted included such
eminent personalities and one-time close supporters
of Castro as his first President, his first Prime Minister,
his first Chief Justice, the head of his own office, and
a number of others lvho rvere his comrades-in-arms
when he was fighting against Batista. None of these
persons can be labelled as mercenaries or agents of
any foreign Power. They are Cuban patriots who are
in oppositi<-rn to Castro becausc of his suppressit-iu of
freedom and democrac;r nrtd his alliance 'rvith interna-
tional communism. They parted company rvith him
after he strayed arvay from the patlt of rcvoltrticln, irtrd
hrtve norv banded tl.renrselvcs together for a figlrt to
cnd his dictatorship. It rvas thev s'ho organisecl tlie

-revolt and many amongst them were in the front lines
of the battle. They may have received assistance
from some American agencies but it is :they who
fought and-bore the brunt of the struggle.

Very little is }nown in India aboul- the develop-
monts in Cuba after Castro seized power. He is still
regarded as the revolutionary lead-er of the Cuban
people who helped them oveithrow the hbted dicta-
torship-of Batista. There is widespread support and
sympathy for him and in many circles ardeif admira-
tion for the scant respect that he has paid to thd
threats or inducements of his countrv's mieh& neish-
bour, the United States of America.'ghnd6d bu ru"*-
pathy for the revolution that he led, people harre ior-
gotte! to take note of the later developments. Castro
seized power with the promise of liberating all politi-
cal prisone;s. But today uncier his regime- there are-
more than'-15,000 p-olitical prisoners and many mgre
were compelled either to flee the country or.to run
away to the hills. There is no freedom of -the pr€ssr..
Some new5papers wgre taken or,_er by the Government.
-and others rvere suppressed. There is no civil liberty
and no independence of the judiciary. The judges whb
refused to take orders from his officers were-purged
and cornpelled to leave the country. The independence
of trade unions was destroyed and the Cuban Confe-
cleration of Workers was turned into an agency oJ
the Govemrnent. Over 200 elected oficers of trade
unions were dismissed from their offices. One of them
was the Genoral Secretary of the Federation. He is
today languishing in one of the jails of Castro. Cultu-
ral and educatiqral organisations have also Leen
brought under the strict coutrol of the Government.
One of them, the Cuban Committee for Cultural
Freedom, was disbanded. Many of its office-bearers
and members had to leave the country and seek refuge
elsewhere. Even in the economic ffeld, Castro was
not able to fulfil his promises and there is now more
of misery and starvation than ever before. Develop
rnents such as these disillusioned many and turned
some of therrl into bitter enemies of the Castro regime.
Denied opportunity for a peaceful and constitutional
opposition, rnany of them have been ffghting a
guerilla wtrl against the regirne since long. The revolt
that flared up was only an cpisodc in that long and
bitter struggle.

Thc lcr'<llt lias bcctr strpplessed. Thc lcl-,els could
not lvithstirnd the organised nriglrt of the Government.
9611'11: of thcm have paid rvith their lives for their
ll'rrvc iLc'tion agtLirrst tlrc: rlictatorslrip. \lau1' have
becn captured ar.rd are facing trial for treason. Some

(Cottinrrcd ort ltugc 6)

Revolt In Cuba
by V.B. Karnik
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Communism Versus Communalism'--l
by.Saadi . ','i' ::;:i.;,";,, ,.::*s4tri#ffi&"{

OMIVIUNALISIT,I as it is understood in India in the of our social and cultural life while commun?lism ,is , '.,,, , 
l

context of the recent'historical background is rln- narrowed down to certain areas and to certain poli. l-,

doubtedly bad; but to exaggerate its importance out tical gloups. In Parliament ald in Legislative :

;f "tit;6p;;t6;; ttr;'-U;!"r-it'""*iit"G; th; As-sem6liesl communists outnumber 
"oqpfo{lgl{.presenl poliUcal framework dould, indeed, be short- lVhat is wgrle, communists emerge in variod$i.diSgtii$4

iighted iince it is likely to divert peoples' mind from . and it is diftcult for naive people to guage:thoir-rda.l 
:.,,,,

apprehending more menacing foices- in our public nature. tr- '.
IiTe. fhe point is that our Pririe Ministet's condimna- The Communal Harmony Committee of .the AICC, -
tion of communalism - whether Hindu, Muslirn or by a majority vote, has recommended that communal
Sikh, is welcome, but his too much preoccupation with pirties tir,rsf b" banned in India inspite of .lihe fict
it might help to soften peoples' iesistence to com- ihat the Law Minishy of the Union Goverrigent,hqd
munism rvhich is a far greater threat to India's secu- advised against this move on constitutionalfgiountB.
rity and culture than iny other political alignment A ban orr""o-*rrrral parties may be ho*evei-posribG
in the country. with a suitable amendment to the Indian Constifution.

Judged obiectively, comrnunalism is not such a But the question is rvhether it would be politically
great force in the country today as it was a couple wise to impose a ban on communal parties.
of year,s ago. By and large, communalism,.especialll' Again, there is no guarantee that ban on communal ,

after the assasination of Gandhiji, has become a p"rtl"r.*itt-really hef to root out communalism frorlr fdiscredited political c5eed.,. and only,a .small number bur political and sociil life. Communalists may fupc-
of people seriously rubscribe to its ideals. tion-in various clisguises. They may join the national

Communism on the other hand is- getting stronger democratic parties"like Congr6ss utial pSp and try tg '-.

-and=s.tlopger and ea-ting into the^vittl.s.of .ourpalitical uip-ta their^influence. In fict, it would beeasiei.fon. -,,
Iife. It has very subtle wayq of inffltrdqg into-our coinmunaliststofunctionmoreeffectivelyfromwithin--
institutioual frarnervork arrd undermining it. from the national democratic parties than 

-on their own'
;rlthin. Claimln8 to be scientiffc understanding .o{ separate political platformi, since under disguise th'ey r' -i
history and of-material_forces and progressive social w6uld laigely refiain undetected. They iray even
philosophy and econornic doctrine, it ostensibly aims *ork i' cl6se association rvith multifarioui communjst
at leading a social revolution for the establishment of fronts-communists would indeed like to welcome them
Utopia of common man's drearn. Thus the co,mmtt- as thev dicl in Kerala for the achievement of their orvn
nist ideal is apparently appealing to the generality of 

""a.. 
'

the people. E,specially the working class and peasantry ii *rrrt be understood that communalism is dn
are- taKen rn- oy communrst proress-rons' attitude of the mind and has to be combatted on many

Communalism is manifested in three mam currents r - , -
in r;dia; Hindu ".;;;;;il;,n ,"pio"nl+,,lr d fi1,1ff;'3,*l',?t'nffiil:T'"?"',H:1,?t.ijil"}it:5;*,Hindu Mahasabha and few other parties; Muslim com- ','::i' '^::;:ili15;^:J*.^,,j*-^i^i-.r1;?-,;;f#t;
;ilHt#"'ff;J":3"1ia u, the Mustim ilj"'#X; I'Fl!:'-,"'d obligations, with expanding economic.op-

Jamiat-e-Islarni; Sikh c,'munalisr" *pt"l!?i'Ja "iii porttrnities as i result of the success of the develop-

ir," aruri Dar and "tr'"i sirl ciil;;. - '::."'" .:t :::U:1,tf*X'*'"*:#u""1,1i,fi.$,i,?lt:t *3;':1$'liIt is true that in certain States communalist parties 
"i"""ii"r"f advance *d -itii 

-th"- 

"*"ig"rrt" 
of o

have become active in th.e political arena.. {or ins- ij;i,';i mutual adiustment,"a t"i*""1",-;;hi;h it 
"lftan_ce, thc \,I.slim L"oe:-"I-n-'I::1,.::t:"til,I",*b:t ifi;;il;;;'"f 'il;;ttit";I ;;il;i", ,o"ia 

"ndand in recent elecrions to th_eBombay N{"":91,9^oj; ;ldrj-;;G;;r;;";;;;Ji# rr-u"""a ior"""d".

*:?*1, 51il?""X"1?3ll'i:t"f;:"fr,::i?,3:"#1ff: ., id;" i"n view of the fact that communism often

that the workers or'ii.," M;ril; -1,""g"" ;;T;d";; thrives og po-ve^rtl and miserv. the same method will
communal propaga'da on a' intensivE scale. Like- :lt1t-: the^ defeat of cornmirnisnt' But there is a

rvise, <luring the riots in Jabalpur, S^,rg"i*oiid ;til;t danger that before that method comes fully into ope-

torwrs in l\4adh,r,a Praclesh, Hindu "o*ntrr.*lii;#;; 
toJiol, communis'r rvould make a bid for power'

took acti'e part. 
tusrrr' rr'ru 

which. if rve are not vigilant, might, in all probabilities

Yet it caurrot be stated rvitfr ccrtailty tl*nf con'r]u- succced' Il1 ::tt:: h^owcvcr' docs not hold good in

niLlisur lns 
'b..'corrrc strtlr a folnriditblc threrrt to tlte clrst'ol c:olnmllnAllsnl

co.ntry's st:curitv 
"n,l- 

-J"nio"."ty. 
Co,rlpareJ to Hence, there is lr ne-ed of dctcrntined e,ffort. bncked

communis'r. 
"n*-r.,r,niism-is 

rr"o( ir, 
"r,"1i 

t"rp".lt. by conscious s'ill to clefeat communism before it be-

on the s,holc, is on tl.re cleclinc. Conrmunism is ac- like thc onc rvhich too nrtrch plcocctrprrtion $'ith <'rlm-

cc,ptetl o.' n,,i"h a rvicle,r basis und at r,arious levels munalisnr is likcrlv to lcad to. t'ill s;rt:ll <lisrstt'r'
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De Gaulle Triumphs

HE revolt of the French Army Generals in Algeria
against President de Gaulle has collasped even

emerged from the ordeal a much stronger man. Public
opinion in France also has shown itself to be in favour
of de Gaulle's policy of a negotiated settlement, This
has strengthened immensely de Gaulle's hands and
enhanced his stature in the eyes of the people all over
the world. The rvorld will certainly acclaim'him as
one of the great statesmen of our age, if he could
now with renewed vigour hasten the peaceful solu-
tion of the Algerian problem by early resumption of
negotiations with the F.L.N.

Anti-Subversion Law

HE Criminal Law Amendment Bill providing for
I punishment of those who question the territorial in-
tegrity of national frontiers in a manner prejudlcial to
the safety and security of the country has recently been

Y

before it could spread to metropolitan France. The
Fifth Republic has thus survived yet another, and
the most dangerous, attempt from the French extrem-
ists to bring it down. The Fourth Republic met with
an. ignominous end because of the impotence of the
French leadership to solve the Algerian problem which
has bedevilled the counhy's politics for the last so
many years. De Gaulle carr5: to power, no doubt, with
the help of the Army which was fed up with the
succession of unstable Governments, none of which
could command enough popular support to solve the
bafling problem of Algeria. But he had the courage
and vision to see the inevitability of granting the
right of self-determination to t}le Muslims in Algeria.
#'fi"{, besides, the overwhelming support oT th"
FrCndr people which none of his predecessors had.
Frpm the beginning, he tried to bring aborlt .a-nego.
tiatdd sgttlement of the problem,'tut, at fir,st he was
soniewhat hesitant to ioncede the Algbrian demand
for -independence. But it is to his credit that, when
he $as cinvinced. that the Algerian Muslims would not
accept anything less than independence, he recon-
ciled himseU to the ultimate separation of Algeria
from metropolitan France. The peace talks between
France and the Algerian nationalist delegation were
scheduled to begin last month in Geneva, but rvere
put off indeffnitely owing to last minute differences
developed between the two sides over the question of
the status of other minor Algeritrn groups. Thesrr clif-
fences are of a minor character and thc talks are ex-
pected to begin in a short time.

The President's potcy of granting eventual inde-
pendence to Algeria was never to the liking of the
French extremists lyho wanted Algeria to remaiu
French at all cost. th" E*op""n 

"-olont 
in Algeria

broke out into open rebellion a few months ago, but
could not succeed as the French Army in Algeria
remained generally loyal to de Gaulle. But this tirne
the President was faced lvith a more serious threat as

the loyalty of the French Arrny itself was doubtful.
The revolt brought France virhrally to the brink of ir

civil rvar, and if it had succeeded. rvotrld have
destroyed all chances of tlte peaceftrl settlerneut of the
Algerian probleur and dealt a fatal blorv to Freuch
dernocracr'. De Gaulle coulcl succccd in crushing thc
revolt wifirout any bloodshecl largely becausc of tirc
nrassive backing of the French pe<lple. He has norv

passed by Parliament with the support of all the groups
excepting, of course, the communists. The measure,
if anythrng, was long overdue and no one would
grudge these powers to the Government, especially
after the experience of the anti-national activities of
the communists in our border areas. As the Home
Minister stated during the debate, t}te enactrnent of
such a provision was necessitated because- of the '
"higlrly treacherous and anti-national propaganda" ,

carried on by the communists in the frontier regions.
It is rdvealing that during the debate only the com- -:

munists opposed the Bill on the ground that the
purpose of the Bill was "to unleash an anti-communist
hys[eria in t]re country." That the communists should
have felt impelled to oppose the measure aimed at
curbing anti-national activities of individuals, clearly
showed that they have indulged in such activities. And
the Home Minister quoted many instances to substan-
tiate this charge against the communists, though no
such proof was necessary. There have been manl
reports appearing in the press in the recent months of
systematic campaign of subversion lry memb-^s of
the Communist Party in the border regions, and even
the recent session of tlte Conrmunist Palty Congress
at Vijnyarviida sholved that the communists have cut
themselves off completely from the main current of
opinion in the country.

On no count the provisions of the Bill could be
termed harsh, as it provides enough opportunities for
a person charged, to defend himself through the nor-
mal processes of law. The Bill, if anything, is inade-
rpate in the sense that the borders of Jamrnu and
Kashnrir are excluded from its application. In this
connection, it should be noted that the major area
turcler the Chinese occupation is in the Laclakh region
of Kashn.rir and the conrnruuists ltavc alu,ays beeu
advocating "ct-tttcossjotts" to tLc Cirirtc"c r:t,tritttttttists
in this scctor ot'rl1'. It is to bc hopctl tlrat the Govern-
rncnt rvill phrg this looplt,rlc in tlldcr to alrlr itself
*'ith aclcqu:rte po\\'cl's to cotttttci thc strllvcrsivc actir-i-
ties in all the frontier areas.
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Without Comment

WORLD PEACE COUNCIL

Neu Delhi, March 2l-The Government of India
has granted visas to 2,0 Chinese to enable them to
attend the World Peace Council Conference being
held here from March fuL to 28.

The total number of foreign delegates may exceed
?5r0, The Soviet Union's contingent is expected to
have 12 delegates.

The last time the World Peace Council tried to
organise such a conference in India was in 1952. The
Union Government had then refused permission.

-Hindustan Times, March 22.

Neu Delhi, ivlarch 24-The Chinese delegation to
the World Peace Council tonight walked out of a
cultural function organised to celebrate Tagore's
centenary after the function chairman, Mr. Humayun
Kabir, had done some plain speaking about Tibet.

Mr. Kabir, Union Minister for Scientific Research
and Cultural Affairs, declared that just as Tagore's
love for Japan did not prevent him from criticising
the Japanese invasion of Manchuria, the great poet
'would undoubtedly have regretted the suppression
of Tibet by China.

Thereupon the leader of the Chinese delegation
immediately took the floor to denounce not only il{r.
Kabir's remarks, but also India's attitude towards the
Sino.Indian boundary dispute.

Before walking out, the Chinese spokesman asserted
that while a majority of the Indian people wanted
settlement with China, some Indians were anxious
to {gfay the solution and thus inherit the "seeds of
British imperialism."

-Statesmttn, lr{ arch 25.

Nera Delhi, Friday-Overshadorving the elaborate
ceremonial tfre communists had organized at Vigyan
Bhavan today for the opening of the World Peace
Council's four-day meeting was an unmistakable
element of irony.

Nearly 75 determined demonstrators, belonging to
the newly formed "National Association of lv{arxists,"
gave the sponsors of the conference a taste of the
harassing tactics the communists usually reserve for
their political opponents.

l\,Iost of the demonstrators tl'ere fornter cotnmutrists
and therefore adequately traine'ci in the technique of
irgitation. What tliey lacked in nurnbers, they uradc
rrp in enthusiasm and militancy.

Thel' took their former comrades by surprise and
clemanded-through placards, slogans and angry
questions shouted across the lorv boundary u'all-rvhat

!

the World Peace Council pr_oposed to do or say abouJ
the Chinese occupation ot lndian territory.

The demonstrauon became particularly tumultuous
When the Chinese delegation drove to the main
qrtranc^e of Vigyan Bhavan renamed for the day ]Jufiot
Curie Gate."

For once the communist leaders anxiously lqoked
round for tle police. "Why has not a pohne p4rfy
been posted here yet?", demanded one of thep5 while
Mr. Y. D. Sharma, Delhi's representative in thb Cen-
tral Executive Llommittee, went ahead to try-persrra:
sion wrth his erstwhile colleagues. tsut Ue f$rind th!
demonsbators' leader, Master Chhaju Raff' uictfC
than his match in polemics. *l' .,, ::-i

Nobody was moie relieved than Mr. Shald'e .ilbaB
a posse of police arrived. The police officerlj':lrysatu-
aLly managed to ensure that the demonstratcjfb would
not try to storm the conference hall.

Iruide the con{erence hall, the r

fellow travellers crowding the hall cheered tli'd
speaker when he assured the "In&an people olChinals
resolute support in the stuggle to "restore'Goa" to
India."

-Stotesmnn, M,arch 25.

The World Peace Council, currently moeting tn
Delhi, will not discuss the Sino-Indian border dispute.
The steering committee of the Council has come to
this decisioi, since it thought that the dispute "was
not an internatioual problem as such, -but was con-
cerned with only two-friendly countriesl"

Nine delegates frorn,China are attending thq Pea-cg
Council meeting. The head of this delegation is
learnt to have told the steering committee that it
would be politic to refrain from a discussion of the
Sino-Indian border question, becatrse such a discussion
rvas likelv to raise doubts on the intentions of either
India or bttitru for the observance of the principle of
pcaceful co-existence between them.

-Hindwtan Tim.es, March 25.

New DeLhi, N4arch 25-Ideological difierences
plagued the deliberations of the two main bodies of
lhe World Peace Council-thc Cornmission for Nation-
al Independence and Abolition of Colonialism and
the Corimission for Disarmarneut and Peaceful Co-
existence. Near pandemonium is repofted to- have
prevailed at the iecret session of the former today'^ Thirty members spoke at today's meeting of the
National Independence Commission. Mr. Ivor
\{ontagu, vice-p}esident of the British Peace Commit'
tee anil Chairman of the commission, later told news-
nren "each tnember rvas free to express his opinion
and every member expressed his own views."

iUr. lvlontagu said that repression of peaceful move-
nrents in maiy' countries by certain nations was dis-
ctrssed, but tliat the "question rr[: Chitrese oppression
in f ibet tt'as uot raiscd."

Chinesc memhers of the Disrrrlrttrtnent and Peacefr.rJ

Co-cxiste'nce Cclmmission threatened to waik out
rrnlcs.s tlrt' tlclcglLtt' ol Franccl *'ithdrt'n' enrt:tin

(Cott'tinued ott Paqc ll l
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The Defence Debate
by A.K. Menon

HE recent debate in Parliament on the defence
f 'estimates has spotlighted the deep disquiet that

has been widelv prevalent tn the'country about lndia's
defences, and inbre particularly about'the doings of
tlid Defence Minister, Mr. Krishna Menon. The angry
speeches and heated exchanges that took place during
the debate were a measure of the intensity of distrust
and missivines that Mr. Krishna Menon has aroused
in the 

"i""tt! 
by hir temperament, character and the

ideological bias which he has tried to inject into the
afiairs of his department. When, for inslance, Acharya
Kripalani at one stage accused the Defence Minister
of iiming at a "military dictatorship" by his manoeu-
wes and.-manipulationi to t!" Armed F orces, he was
voicing the graie apprehension of quite a large section
of the informed public opinion. Only a lew days
prior to the Lok Sabha debate, !r- Kunzru had also
pointedly referred in the Rajya Sabha to the dissastis-
iaction in high army circlei'caused by the arbitrary
manner in wfuch the Defence Minister was handling
the issue of appointments and promotiols in the armed
forces. It wai therefore regrettable that the Prime
Minister, instead of considering these charges serious-
ly, chose to belittle them by ridiculing the opposition
Members and justifying a1l the deeds of his colleague
by vainglorioriily fldunfing the support-of the majority
of the people to his party.

The-gralvamen of the charge against N4r. Krishna
Menon ls that he has been misusing his authority as

the Defence Minister to build up his orvn position
through devious ways. In fact, the Oppo_sition, and even
many-Congiessmen, doubt his bona-fide and question
the wisdom of keeping him in such a sensitive and
strategic positigp. Acharya trkipalani charged him
with f,aving cre'ated cliques in the Army and having
lowered the morale of our armed forces at this critical
time by indulging in favouritism and allo'rving his
personal prejuclices against inclividual officers to
i,itrd"r the sfiooth and" efiective functioning of the
armed forces. Acharya Kripalani gave a few concrete
instances'in support of his iharge,-though he wa-s pr-e-

vented from ci6ng names of oficers concerned. Mr.
Menon in replying to these charges- expatiated on
the elaborate mac-hinery provided for determining
promotions and the Prime- i\'linister gallantly volun-
ieered to shoulder the rvhole responsibility for the
appointments in question. But in doing so, they both
singularly failed to give satisfactory reply to the main
cha"rge. No one in the debate had questioned the pro-
ceduie followed, the charge was that the procedure
is nowadays often rigged so that a "desirable"
ofiicer is duly recommeuded and the undesirable one
is delibcrrrtcly lcft out, As the opposition I\{ernbers
pointed orrt, therc is a glrrling incousistency in the
bcfenc'e \lirristrl"s prt..,rttoIiott policl'; itt ottc c;tsc,

seniority ltccomes thc main consideltrtit.n and rnerit

is ignored, while in another, merit is claimed to be
the sole criterion. As the "Military CorrespondenC' of
lndian Express has pointed out: "The Defence Minist-
er's exposition of the prevailing rules was studious and
sound, but between rules and their implementatron
there falls a shadow. Promotion Boards and Selection
Boards are impressive establishments but they can be
manned by men without integrity. The institution of
Defence Minister as a court of appeal is excellent.
But if the Minister is himself a messy? The M.P.'s
complaint is that they are badly manhandling an
apparently good system".-This suspicion that the Defence Minister has been
deliberately misusing his authority to pack the army
posts with his own men naturally prompted tu
Opposition to challenge the basis of some of the
recent army promotions. Mr. Menon side'tracked this
issue and counter-accused the opposition leaders of
bringing politics into the Army. But this does not ex-
plain why, for the fust time in fourteen yeaxs, army
promotions have become a subject of controversy.
Besides, it is a patent fact, which neither the Defence
Minister nor ttie Prime Nlinister can gloss over, that
it is only since Mr. Menon became the Defence
\{inister that there have been so much audible rum-
tilings of discontent in the higher army circles-
General Thimayya's resignation two years ago, -and
the reported resignation of a Lieutenant-General three

-onttis ago, arJa tangible proof of this wide_spread
disconteni which cannot be explained simply by the
alleged "unorthodox" ways and reported dynamism of
Mr.-Menon. The fact is that there is considerable sub-
stance in the allegations made by the Opposition_re-
garding favouritism and suppression,which has under-
irined-the eficiency of tlie Armed Forces and Mr.
Menon's controversial and notoriously temperamental
personality has only helped to aggravate the matters.^ NIr. NIenon iu cottntering the charge of having
lorvered the morale of the Armed Forces, made much
of the improved amenities, salaries and care-ers pro-
vided duiing the last few years. On the basis of
these facts Ee boastfully claimed that the "morale
of the Army was never'higher." Improved material
conclitions, io doubt, do h6lp to build morale of the
forces, but mere improvement in material conditions

""t 
noi build morale-unless there is a good leadership

which could inspire the forces to make, if necessary,
tlie hishest sacr:ifi"es for the cause of the country.
\lr. lvl"enon has singularly failed to provide this spiri-
trral leaclership; hii statements and lrcts, on the con-
trarv. have alivavs had the calcrrlated efiect of under-
ulini,,e tite nrorale.rf thc r\rury ancl the faitir of the
g"n"ril public in the abilitl' of our armecl forces to
clefend tie countrl' agair.rst an)' nqqression' It is not
u'ithout significancc iliat the-,,i,,ir.,. rt<lr'rirtcc of tlie
Chinese airny into the Indian territory was made

'l''
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during Mr. Menont tenure of office. And even atter
the fact of the Chinese aggression was made public,
Mr. Menon, it is significant, was for a long time reluc-
tant to brand the Chinese as aggressors. During all
these years he had characteristically avoided taking
a firm stand on the subject; on the other hand, he has
frequently made statem-ents which could have a demo.
ralising effect on the counFy's armed forces and the
people in general. His statement during the defence
debate that our country cannot hope to match the
might of China's armed forces, 'or his subsequent
,statement in Bombay that India did not wish to fight
the Chinese over the Himalayan ranges, are examples
of Mr. Menon's crooked genius.

All these facts should add up to a strong indictment
of any one responsible for the defence of the country.
But more than this, Mr. Menon's continuance as the
Defence Minister is highly undesirable from the point
of view of our national interest as he is notorious for
his pro-communist leanings. At this critical time when
our country is faced with twin dangers of aggression
from across our frontier and subversion from within
by the communists, our country can ill-afford to have
a known pro-communist to preside over the r.rffairs
of the Defence Department. With Mr. Krishna Menon
as the Defence Minister, the communists have every

.. _c_haq-ce of successfully implementing their programme
of National Democratic Front. Acharya Kripalani
referred to the unstinted support rvhich the commu-

' ni,sts.have ahvays extended to Mr. Menon. No other
,, '. party,-including the ruling Congress party. is so united

in its support to lvlr. Menon. And the communists
have every l'easoll to do sor He has soft-pedalled the
issue of the Chinese aggression; he has compensated
the communists for their loss of prestige by going
out of tlle way to pay undeserving tributes to tht-
Russians for their so-called support to India as against
China on the question of Chinese aggression; he has

'.'.
: '- :
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invited the Russian pilots to fly over Indids strategic
northern borders; an-d, Iast bul not the leait, ai t[is
critical hour he has by his policies paralysed the
effectiveness of the country's armed forces by causing
discontent in the Army circles. These steps should
result in the paralysis of the will of the people and
power of the Army to resist the Chinese. aggression
and pave the way for the communist take;bvei., I'No
onb Could serve the,communists better io.tl.is resppqt
than the pro-communist Deferlce Ministgl. Thapks
to Prime Minister Nehru's blind loyalty to pg:spnqli$o
and dogmas, democracy in India now face,f,t-win ght
dangers-that of the presence of the Chinesg.,$ Lgd3kh
and-of Mr. Krishna Menon in the Defencii-,Ivtinisnlr.

',::!r'i-

REVOLT lN CUBA (Contd. frorn pageul) , , ,

others have escaped into the hills and miy continue
from there their fight against the regime. One mgre
6ght for freedom h"as mit with a ser.i"orrs reverse.'But
th"e struggle for liberty and against tyranny is etenrai
and it will continue despite the reverses that it may
suffer from timo to time.-rfr" 

t"uofr il Cuba];;ied because it did not r"gbiue
any support from other countries. The Governme4ts
ar6 bound by the doctrine of non-intervenUon.injha
internal afiairs of other States. Inspite of ils obvious
sympathy lor the-revolt, the Goveinment of the United.,
Siatis criuld not-ibnde; it any effective:'assistance.'It
has, however, sdrved to make the Government aware i
of the danger of the spread of intemational commu-
nism. In arieloquent aidt"tt to the Americ-an Society
of Newspaper Editors, President Kennedy has shown
how the-f6rces of international communism 'steadily
advance picking ofi vulnerable areas" through "sub-
version, iifiltation and a host of otler tactics." These
situations, he rvas careful to add, "do not permit our
own armed intervention." The danger, therefore was,
he stated, that "our security may-be lost, piece. by
oiece. counhv bv couutrv. without the ffring of a
iingle missil"'o. the crotsing of a single bordei." The
deiocratic couutries of the-rvorlcl have to gird their
loins to meet this new indirect aggression and invasion'
President Kennedy said: "We dare not fail to grasp
the nerv concept, the nerv tools, the new. sense of
urqencv rve wif need to combat it." This declaration
ofihe President is reassuring, but one wonders how
manv more such futile revolts will be necessary before
the ieaders of the free world will devise concrete
measures for safeguarding freedom and for advancing
the cause of tlemocracy.

\Iihtarv rcvolt against arr established authority has

r.erv little chance of sttccess, rttrless it receives exten-
l;ii'J s,ron,,rt ftonr otrtside. External assist:rncre leads
to inttlirirtitntitl c,,tttplic'ittious ancl itlvolves tlre threa-t

of a rvorlc'l u.u. 'Ni scnsilrlt' l)('rq()n rt'ortld like to

{rcrrcl tlritt tlatlt. I}rl tltelt it is cssentiitl to fiu<l irrrt

' n)ol'e 
"{I.i<'ti,',' 

artrl lt'ss <latrgerrltts u'av b}' ri'lticlr
rr l)('(;l)l( c'.ttr ll't't' itst'll Ir'orrr rr ili<'trrtolslriP :trtd t'lrjor'
tlri' lliessings ol' frccdorrr itnd demt'cracy'
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The Sixth Congress of Indian Communists r

by S. R. Mohan Das

NE fact that should give immense satisfaction to the

;.1..i.;

V Jndian communists is the extent of press cov,erage
their latest Congress has been obtaining in the lndian
'press. Not only has there been mere reporting of
the congress proceedings, but an extraordinary amount
of ihterpretation and analysis of the proceedings have
been made by special correspondents and reporters
on behalf of every important Indian daily. Even the
ruling party congresses never receive such an exterxive
attention in terms of analysis. But as in the case of
inbSt analyses, scrutiny of the decisions, pronouncq-
ments and proceedings of the CPI Congress is res-
tricted by the subjective factor of the wisMul thinking
of the analysts and the oljective factor of the closed
nature of cbmmunist busfibss sessions. The reporters
and commentators have had to rely heavily on
"leaks" from quarrelling factions within the party to
get their scoops, Such scoops were the tea leaves
in their cups for predictions and analyses. The impor-
tance of the latest CPI Congress at Vijayawada lies in
the fact that its setting should be placed in the imme-
diate wake of the Moscow Congress held a few months
?i!'o and where the global line and strategy for the
international communist movement were laid. The
imp'ortance o6 1hi5,'point was underlined by the visit
to India as fraternal delegates of a high powered Soviet
dele$ation led by no less a luminaiy than Comrade
Suslov.

The Vijayawada CPI congress cannot be properly
evaluated unless this basic fact is recognized and
interpreted. It is for the first time in the history of
the CPI that the Soviet Communist Party-the van-
guard of the International Communist movement-
sent such a high-powered delegation. Comrade
Suslov's visit certainly evoked considerable comments
and interpretations. ' But all these comments were
clouded by a theme which was of considerable impor-
tance to India n:rtionally, viz. Chinese aggression. The
Indian commentators interpreted in Comrade Suslov's
visit only rvhat they rvished to interpret. This rvishful
interpretation dealt with the alleged gulf within the
Indian Commrurist Party over loyalties to Peking and
Moscow respectively. Comrade Suslov had arrived,
it was popularly believed by the Indian analysts, "to
resolve this confict" between the factions of the Com-
munist Party.

The dominant prernise frorn rvhich most hrdian ana-
lyses on the Communist Party of India erre derived cur-
rently is the issue of Chinese aggressir:n against India.
The CPI, cashing in on the shortness of public mernory
(in erudite langtrage known as lack of a sense of
historr'!!). has managed to rehabilitatc itself conside-
rably as a respectable political party instead of the
international couspiracy that it is. With the Amritsar
thesis, thcr CPI obtained enorrnous respectability frorn
alnonq the borrrgeoisie in Iudia u,hich it is uncompro-

misingly committed to liquidate. With this respecta-
bility, reinforced by its running a governmelrt .in
Kerala for more than 2 years, andby nr-inerous leaders
in the ruling party coirsciously or unconsciously es-
pousing many of its causes, the CPI has been able to
present an image in the Indian mind of just a "National"
political party like any other in India. The Commu-
nist Party of India has successfully assuaged Indian
opinion of any fears about its extra-territorial moorings
and motivations.

In this background, the CPI congress confabulations
were analysed in the limited context of afiairs that
immediately affect India nationally and internationally.
When analysed thus, the CPI p'oticies and attitud6s
were found to be in closer harmony with the ruliirg
party's policies inte_rnally and externally. The only
point of sharp conflict rvas Chinese aggression. On
this question, commentators follorved- ihe currently
fashionable remedy against Chinese aggression, viz,
"the good friend of India,-the USSR-will settle thii
problem for us." As Mr. V. K. Krishna Menon has
been frequently saying; there was "considerable signi-
ficance" in the fact that "the Soviet Union has not
so far come'out in support of China" itt-h"t aggression
against India!!!-Thus, 

the CPI confabulatioff were nar_rowly,placed
in tho framew<jrk of Chinese aggression againsiindia:
After tliis, it was easy to rationalise and build up
various theses about the CPI. It has been asserted
that the Indian Communist Party is beset with two
conflicting Jactions, one "nationalist" led by Comrade
D4_nge, and the other "Internationalists" led by- Com:
rade Ranadive. The next stage of the rationalisation
rvas even moro interesting. The "Nationalists" were
pro-Moscow and the "Internationalists" were pr(>
Pekingl! Moscow is associated with "liberal-ism,
peaceful transition to socialism" etc., and Peking with
"wannongering, extreme left-rving aclventririsn-r" etc.
The obtuseness associating "Nationalist" rving with
Ir4oscow lies in the attempt to credit N{oscow with wil-
lingness to recognize "national independence" of non-
Communist States, which means the "Nationalists" of
the CPI would not have extra-territorial loyalties, and
would remain patriots. The pro-Peking "Internation-
alists," merely because they supported China's claims
against India, were traitors. This was the very limited
and whimsical perspective rvith rvhich the CPI con-
gress was being interpreted.

The reality was of colrrse something entirely diffe-
rent. The factions within the CPI u'ere nothing new,
and u'ere not the result of Chinese aggrcssion. Factions
in tlre CPI haye existed riqht fropr thc ir.rcoptirrn of thr.
CPI, as it e;<isted in the Soviet Union or in any Com-
rnunist Party. The factions were the result of difieren-
ces over the strategv ancl trr<rti<'s to be follorr.crl at lnv
given tirne or over a long periocl. ovr:r the interpretation
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'of the "objective situation" as the communists would
call it.

The existing factions in the CPI have been there
more or less in the same fixed positions for years.
These factions are based on the passionately conflict-
ing interpretations of the "objective situation" in India
and on the basis of such interpretations, evolving the
sd'ategy and tactics for the pa*y. The issues in India
that have been evaluated and studied by the various
fi'itions in the CPI relate to:-
.'1.. The extent and degree of class conflict obtaining

iir India.
2. The role of Pandit Nehru, his relationship with

the ruling party. The extent of his 'progressiveness"
and the extent of his capacity to "compromise with
reaction."

3. Tho role of "other progressive and reactionary
forces," problems of united front with them.

4. The sisnificance of "massive Socialist aid to
India" and tie extent of "Imperialist penetration"
through aid.

5. -The record of India in the matter of foreign
policy questions. etc., etc.- These are some of the many issues over which
there are dogfights within the CPI, and factions result
out of sucli interpretations and tactics. On such
factions the Chinesb aggression got $afted and found
expression. this way or- that.

- llhe basic purposes and aims of the CPI have not
changed .one 

-bit. There has never been any conflict
-'over -these basic purposes and aims. ' All tire suppqrt

.which' the CPI s6emingly gives to "progressive poli''
cies" of the Neluu Government, just as the Soviet
Union does, are like the "support a roPe gives to the
hung"-an appropriate phrase coined by Lenin hirnseU.

C6mrade-Slslov arrived in India not to make the
"Chinese faction in the CPI" to change its line to
support the Soviet line. He- ryas- very much needed
by the CPI, and he too needed the CPI to work out
c6mplex sbategy and tactics for the CPI for the future
in Iirdia. It is- siguificant that no resolutions were
oasse*- on Chinesi aggression against India, and
^Comrade Suslov never--committed himself one bit
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about this question. While he was gracio.us e'uqggh
not to say tnat he supported the Chinesb agtaihSt ln0ia
in this issue-a fact whtch seems to grve immense I "
gratilication to Mr. V.K. Krishna Menon-he wls
equatly careful not to appear as supporung India. 0-n
the ottrer hand, Times or rndia News Service reported: , ,., l
"Two top leaders of the Soviet Communist Party,at- .1:'

tending ine Cpl Congress confessed to th.e. Times d! . , ', .
Indit News Service that the Central Cp4mittee,o.f : i,.'.--r

the Soviet CP, in conveying the'wishes' ot,.the Soviet ' 'ri '
Prime Minister Mr. Khrushihev, had spec$cally asked . :
the CPI not to say or do anything thal w6iild-furthi:ir :'

estrange Sino.Indian relations and generyate 'morp | 
,t,r,,,,.,bitterness in China'."

With Comrade Suslov in their midst, aqd announc'
ing the safe return to earth of the Soviet austronaut,
the factions stopped their quarrelling and unanimously
accepted the potitical and organizational ,_report- q5 

,

pres6nted by trre Moscow-approved hierdrchy widiiri ,,

the CPI.
There were certain amusing sidelights to the con-

vention. Taking the cue from Moscow converting thg
"Friendship University" into "Lumumba Univer5ity,'l
the CPI convention site was named "Lumumbanagar."
Certain African delegates who were to hoist the flqg r{

at Lumumbanagar were subsequently dropped -"as
the party found-" they belonged to other troes tharr r ,' '

Mr.-Lumumba'sl! the Itahan Communist fraternaL'''-;-* '
delegateexpresseddisgustatthe-wranglingindulged..
in b-y the iarious factrons' ln spite ot,the -s-ecrecy
enioined to bo observed by all delegates, rival faction3' - -
raced with each'other'to get the ears of news corrEs- -' :r"*ui:
pondents to give them scoops discrediting their rival
factiorx.

Coming to the serious questions, what is the fufure
strategy oJ the CPI? The ansrver is to be found not in the
partyi'published resolutions, but in a significant little
boo[let-that has been published by the Czechoslovak
Communist Party on "peaceful transition to Socialism."
In this book, th6 blue-print is given as to how Parliq-
ment could'be utilised to sharpen the class struggle
and efiect a carp ddetat. The Czechoslovak ex-
ample of how this was done, with the able bt"\"g
of the occupying Red Army rvas cited, In India that
"obiective 

"'ohaitio"" 
of a r'ed army of occupation was

not'there until Tibet was conquered and Chinese in-
vacled India. Now it is there ind the Chinese armed
tlrrent rvill be enough of a pressure externnllg-to help '

generation of pressitres intZrnnllg'-.Then in between
t"h"r" t*o pr"*t,to, the slogan bf "a governmqrt o{
National Uirity" rvith communists taken into coalition,
rvill become a reality' The harping on the theme
of "allitrnce u'ith progi'essive Cougressmen" in -genera-
tion of "peoplcs'itt'"tggles" is an interesting develop-
rrrent in tirc itrategy dithe Communist Party of- India.
Taking this alon{'u'ith tl-re significance attached to
ther in"rport:rn". [i'n"t to "socialist nrassive aid to
IrrcUa" 't,t.te. t.ip". itcctluuts, will give -startling
iurs\l'c-r's about the. real tnoves of the CPI and should
he)p the po\\'els that be in understanding the real
r,lti,ri' oL intclnrLt.iotlll Ctltltlrrlnist threat to Inclia
throtrgh thc instrumentalitl' of the CPL
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The Odds Against DemocracY
by Rita Hinden

,[T s""-t only yesterday that many of us in Britain
.l wet" obsessed by the problem of how to put an
,*od,to colonial regimes, with att their injusticesl We
'56lieved, with whit now seems to have been a touch-
,ing,faith, that if only the institutions of .self-govern-
mEnt were speedily blilt up and a groun4qg i" demo-
rc:acy given,-new independbnt states would be created
whi6h-wouid carry forward the best in our own poli
tical systems. Asiin and African leade-rs were talking
our o#n language; they rvere calli-ng for th,e vote, for
free election-s, f-or civii liberties, for a Parliamentary
systbm. In the British Colonies ( about which alone
I19m qualiffed to speak) th"y worild be satisffed with
nothin'g less than ihe 'Westininster model' of'Parlia-
mentaf government, OtV remove- the obstacles to
indepeidJnce, and their feet would tread ff'rmly on

the iath towards democracY.

\ - Yet in a few short years things have begun to go
-l,t wrong. Democracy is not working in mosi of these

coun6ies as 11'e had hoped. It is too soon to speak
for'them all, but we have only to think of Pakistan,
Ceylon and Ghana to be filled withdisquiet; we have

' dnly to hear the sort of argument that is prevalent
----amirng ei-colonial politicians and intqflectuals for the

diSqtii"et to deepen.-For they themselves arebeginning
to Elntertain doubts about democracy,, True, 'one-m-an

onelvotd is not questioned, but almost everything else
is-civil liberties, the party system, free trade unions
and co-operatives opeiating independently of gove-rn-

ments, eien the rul-e of law. Their argument is that
their countries are still poor and weak; what,they need
is strong government and national unity if they a1e t9
achievJ ihe rapid economic development which is
their most urgent need; all the 'trappings' of British
deriiocracy are out of place in their particular condi-
tions.

Into the rather gloomy musings born of these ex-
neriences in nascent democracies, a new train of' ^thought-equally discouraging-has been injected by a

well-lnown American sociologist, Professor Seymour
Lipset. Professor Lipset has 

-written a book called
pitttlcal Man, in on6 section of which he lays down
the obiective social conditions which a stable demo-
cracy demands. Democracy, he claims, demandrs a
certiin level of economic development. It is only when

. a deeree of economic advance hhs been achieved, that
the ieople as a rvhole can be sufficiently educated to
sustain democracy. Although a high level of edueation
is not a sufficient condition for democracy ( think of
Germany under Hitler), it comes close to being a

necessanl one; a stable rnodetn democracv has never
yet bcen establis]ted rtrttong att uncciuciited people.

According to Professor Lipset the position is parti-
c'rrlarlv clarqt:i'orts for detnoci'acv in cortntries under-
going rapid economic developrnent. Where tl.rere is

long-standing poverty, there may be intenso conser-
vati"sm (thosle irtto toiow something of the Africa and
Asia of 

'the 
past know this to be true.) But once

economic development gets going, new horizons open
out, disturbing comparisbns are made, people become
aware of new possibilities and impatient to seize them;
democracy seems too slow and unwieldy a tool. Com-
munism has had its triumphs not only. in low-income
countries, but in rapidly-industrializing a1d {evelory
ing ones. It is quite wrong, therefore, to pin one's
ho for democracy on economic development.

What are we to iay to this? Are we to give up hope
in face of this seductive thesis which experience in
the emergent countries seems to conftrm? The difi-
cultv abo"ut acceptinq it is that it is based on a form
of etonomic dete^rmiiism which entirely rules out the
human element, the will of man' It assumes, in the
familiar Marxist style (though I am sure that was
not the author's inientidn) tliat political systems (or
superstructures ) are the direct products of economic
co-nditions, and that nothing that man can do can
alter this inevitable fact. But is this really the only
lesson to be learnt from the variety of political systems

that the world has known? Have not great'political
thinkers. powerfuI leaders, strongly idealisti'c movb-
ments, tni aie"ti"g values inherent in differing cul-
tures, also played-their part? Bconomic cohditio.ns'
mav sive risi t6 certain tendencies, but tendencies can
be to"unteracted, or moulded in different ways' accor-
ding to the ideals rvhich are cherished by a nation
and its leaders.

India sives prospect that this may be possible'
There is fpparentlv-nothing in her economic or soeial
conditions^from which democracy can draw hope; in
addition powerful totalitarian winds blow from across

the Ctrinise frontier. Yet so far democracy the,o has
not failed. Why? Surely at least part of the answer is

that India is beirrg led by men ivho want and value
democracv. that fhere is a class of intellectuals,
;ili"ir#i"rs, politicians, who (largely throu-gh their
contact with Britain) understand the working of
Parliamentary democracy, are trained in how to
oDerate it, a;d who are struggling hard, again-st-great
oiar, to safeguard democratic institutions' If demo-
cracy suruiv"I itt Ittdi", it will be not only because
the hve-vear economie plans succeed-as is so often
;;d f"; ioo sliblv said-trut because men and women
titeil fir i7 "nl huu" tried to adapt its principles,
ievelooed in quite different circumstances, to t-he

"ir""*!iu"""i ,if tn"it own country. If this can be
.lo.,u itt India, can it not be done elsewfrere? We in
iltii"i" tt"". made the great mista-ke of allor'r'ing demo-

cracv to be identified u'ith the one-man one-vote

"rl"li"i., 
so that to many Aflicans this nou' sccms the

fi""ti if ihe nratter and 
-all 

the rcst rrnneeessary trim-
(Continue'd ott ltugt' I0)



precisely the absence of it, in South Africa, ofiers a
timely justification for the castigation and ostracism
of this hate-ridden country from the community of
nations. The Comrnission defines the term, Rule of
Law, as "a dynamic concept for the expansion and
fulfilment of which jurists are primarily responsible
and which should be employed not only to safeguard
and advance the civil and political rights of the indi-
vidual in a free society, but also to establish social,
economic, educational and cultural conditions under
which his legitimate aspirations and dignity may be
realised."

It follows from this deffnition that what is to be
upheld is not merely the adherence of the State with
the formal correctness of a legislative measure but the
compatibility of the social content of legislation with
the basic piinciples of human rights. Wlat is appa,l-

rlling in South Africa is not the violation of tlre Rule
of*-L,aw in the formal sense of the term but the use
of law as a-potent instrument for the oppression of
its people. The South African Government has woven
an intricate web of legal measures to oppress its
people. lVhen the Courts have ruled some of these
measures to be unconstitutional, the South African
Government amended the Constitution itself. In all
this the South African Government has ensured an
ostensible outward adherence to the letter of the law.
But justice according to the law can be notJring save
injustice when the laws themselves are unjust.-_

T}fi/Commission viewed the South African "experi-
ment" in the background of the provisions of thc
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Corn-
mission holds the racial clarification of the South
African Government as violative of Article I of the
Declaration; its larvs relating to movement and resi-
dence as infringing Article 13; its measures relatulg
to work and tride unions as encroaching on Article
23; its repressive measures on the individual rights
and freedbms as undermining the essence of Article
2; its misguided views on miscegenation as a breach
of Articlel6; its disregard for the concept of eqr-rality
before the law as subversive of Article 7; its provisions
in regard to arbitrary arrest and detention as u repu-
cliatio"rr of Articles 9, t0 and ll; its suppression of
tle flecclom of opiniou and expression-lrs-atl infringe-
ment of Article 19; its prohibition of the rights to
neaceful assemblv ancl a^ssociation as a violation of
^\rticle o0: lnrl its cclucational policy as a flarlrant
breacl.r of Article 26.

To tlris )onq c:atalogue of critrtes uncl irggravations

I()

ttrust be added the South African Government's
blatant defiance of the authority of the United
Nations in refusing to comply with the provisions of
the Charter by turning South-West furica into* a
trusteeship territory. ::

The Commonwealth of Nations is not an interna- 1'-',1',

lional organisation in the srictly legal sense of the term. ..': r.

Memberinip in the Commonwealftr involves no legal .,r=,,:l
rights or ooligatiors. But not so memberiship in an '- -''-"

lnternational organisation like the Unitd Nations.
The Charter of -the UN is a multilateral',Convention ',:' '

and has the binding force of a treaty on all those 
:

States that have acc6ded to it. Even if it be argued :'*:

that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, on
which the International Commission of Jurists bases
its report on South Africa, has -no binding force' on
the Member-states of the UN, there can.be no quq* i..i ,

tion that the Charter of the UN is certoilly binding : .,.

on all its members; and Articles 55 and'56 of th6
Charter establish beyond doubt that Vlember-States
are bound to take joint and separate action in co-
operation with the UN to promote unive-rsal- respect
f6r, and observance of, human rights and fundamental

ffi;u"'"?i, *r:iHfout distinction as to race' sex' .r''=iFlE-;.p"itl; 
;F South Africa frorn the Common-

wealth, rnembership in rvhich imposes no obligations,
was deemed desirable, there is certainly much more
force in the argurhent , that South Africa must be
expelled from the United Nations. Unfortunate.lf- thg - '

Cfiarter has no provision relating to expulsion of
members. But nbtwithstanding this lacuna in the .

Charter, the expulsion of a member guilty of a delibe
rate and systeriratic deffance of the authority of the
United Nations is the logical course to adopt. The
legal community the world over owes a debt of grqti-
tu"de to the Inlernational Commission of Jurists for
focussing its attention on the moral depravity.*lti"lt
lies benEath the legal system of South Africa.' It i$

to be hooed that liwveis everywhere will seize upon
this timeiv and valuible document to buttress their
case against South Africa and attempt to enforce on
thc (;'elrrrtrt'ttt of that cottntrf ildhereuce to the
urinc'inles of the Charter ancl. sliould they fail, seek

ihe e*pulsion of that cotrntry fronr the UN and leave
her to^the consequent ostraiisrn of the civilised com-
n.ru'ity of natio's' 

-Anem Morr.rN

Review
South Africa and the Rule of Law

Intemational Commission of Jurists. Geneva. 1960. U39
Pages. Price $ f.00.

ITH South Africat expulsion, euphemistically
termed by the Press as withdrawal, from the

Commonwealth, this report by the International
Commission of Jurists on the Rule of Law, ol more

(Continued lrom Page 0)

minss. nice perhaps as a luxury which prosperous

"nnit 
i"r can^indulge in, but unnecessary and unsuit'

able for themselveslWhat rve have to insist on is that
a oolitical svstetn wltich does not allow for an oppo-
sition, whic6 does not pernrit the freedoms of speech,
of thc prcss. of association lnd conscicnce on rvhich
an onuo^sitiott and nttmerotts volttttttrry associirtions can
go".lit. rvhich does not encourage the growth of a

i,inii""r nublic otrinion. is not a democracy at all, but
rni"" fnti" of trrrtiroritirrianisn'r' It is, in blunt rvords, a
twannv or a dictatorshiP'

-(lonclt'tts,'d-frorn Socialist Contrttcrttortl



WITHOUT COMMENT (Contd. from page 4)
:observation he had made at the meeting of the com- man of the Presidential Committee of the Indiran. ,+*e-'-misgion'today. " Peace Council, for his "laxity" in making a statement ,1.1

tt.The French delegate had said "even in this part of at a news- 
"ooi"t"t"" 

about'the "tacit" rinderstanding.,;J
t#;;";ld'G'iut fi"'" i'; ;;;"ith-'; t,i'"p5il"r"r ;;;;; rrim ana the Fiii"*iit"tJ;; M;:N;h*ff'
iro:e*istence. This is because one neighbouring the attitude to be adopt"d by the Council reg4rdirig. ,coirptry has committed aggression on one of tie largesi the Sino-Indian border'disputL, according to i"T6t-"f

-. .j{g1$gcregles in the world." sources here. -lndian Express, Marctr 2J.1
"':'lrli.lltie Chairman of the Commission, Mr. Lucio Neu Delhi, Mareh 27-Pime Minister Nefr$tr- , -Etii}'etto, an Italian legislator, implored the French described in ihe Lok Sabha today that the Wo.rjd

-a

-IitB}'etto, an Italian legislator, implored the French described in the Lok Sabha today that the Wotlcl. at:
'deleSate to take back his words to ensure that the Peace Council, holding its session curiently in ftie" ;'i'fF
ctiriiinission's work went on smoothly. capital, was an organisation which, despite its desirg .,:i'r,#i , . 

-Hind;wtan Ti*es, tvlarch 26. to'wori< for peace,"indulged in wariike d'eclarations. ' ii$
New Delhi, March 25-Pandit Sunder Lal, president Replying to a stormy debate raised as a result of , ,;r,

oJ the Indian Peace Council, declared today that t}le a short-notice question by Mr. Mahavir Tyagi, Mr. '"T
Chinese occupation of 12,000 sq. miles of In&an Nehru disclosed that he had told the leader-of the .::
territory constit,rted "no thieat to-world peace what- Indian delegation, Mr. Sunder Lal, that the acid tg4p, ;,,j
soev€i," and that was why neither he nor any other for the council was to consider, in the right way, Sg ,.ffi
hidinn member had raised the issue at the current Sino-Indian boundary issug although the council uias ;iW

.:r. ccinference of the World Peace Council. disinclined to discuss it. - 
;-'i"F

He also claimed "tacit u?rderstanding" between him The Prime Minister characterised as most objec- .r.,
bnd the Government of India that the-problem should tionable certain denunciatory statements against India ' ,,,' not be discussed during the conference. rnade by the Chinese delegation and its subsequgnt ,' l

,1 This disclosure by Pandit Sunder Lal at the press walkout from the meeting. -F
t ' briefing organised'by the sponsors of the peace con- Mr. Nehru indicated that the policy of the Govern- :tir

ference gave rise to confusion because correspondents ment of India was not to prevent any international Or ,:;i
rvantedIoaskmorequestionsand,-the'.PeacdCouncil'otherorganisationfromioldingmeetingsinIndia
authorities tried hard to prevent further discussion of and exerCising freedom of expression. Although there '. r

. the problem. had been nb-basic change ii the original atdtude of; The'confusion was heightened by.Pandit Sunder the Gcivernment of India towards the Peace Couricil,- -''":-' --Lalt frlrther claim that the "tacit understanding" had \'Ir..Nehrr.observed that the counbil had dropped ' l- . been reached with no less a person than Mr. Nehru. some of its objectionable features. Mr. Nehru did-nbF -

-Statesman, lvlarch 26. dilate on what these features were. The Indian
-Neu Delhi., r\4arch 26-Details are available today Government had given no help to the conference

of a fierce row which developed behind closed doors currently in session-. -Indiai Express, Nlarch 28
between the communist delegates to the Peace Neu: Delhi, March 29-The Chinese clashed with
Council session and other delegates who wished to some of the Western delegates and threatend to walk
raise the Sine'Indian border dispute during the cur- out from the World Peace Council conference last

.fentsessionoftheWorldPeaceCouncilhere'night,accordingtoinformedsources.- At a closed door meeting of the Indian delegation It appears that matters came to a head when d ' "'
several members of the P6ace Council made Jtrong Wester-n- delegate suggested at a closed-door megtin!
streeches attacking the Chinese aggression againsl of one of the-commiis-ions that a formal statement oi
India. These speakers clernandcd that the subjcct the India-China border dispute s'as called for.
should be inscribed on the agenda of the plenzu'y The Chinese delegation felt really touched on the' session of the Peace Council. raw rvhen an Englishman, u'ho was instrumental in

At tlis stage the President of the All-India Peace securing the Covernment's permission for holding the
Council, Pandit Sunder Lal, got up and claimed that conference here, said that China's action against India
Mr. Nehru had asked the organisers of the conference was not in conformity with the Bandung principles
"not to raise the Sino-Indian dispute as it rvill not help rvhich the two countries had jointly sponsored.
in the ffnal solution of differences between the two At this stage the Chinese delegation threatend to
countries." walk out aftei calling in sorne of the familiar commu-

It is reported the Indian delegation rvas further
told that "Prime lr{inister Nehru believed that the
border dispute is a matter rvhich can only be negotiat-
ed by the two governments and its rliscussion bv the
Peaci Council irill only aggravirtc matters.

Dclcgatcs, rvho s'erc cornpletcll- taken bv srrrprisc
by this advice attribrrted to \,1r. Nchru. decicled not
to ptrrsue the subject.

-Etening Ncu,s of Lrdirr, r\,larch 27.
Neu, Delhi, \,Iarch 26-The Secretary of the \\/orld

Peacc. Cor.rncil has pulled rrp \'lr. Suncler Lal, Chair-

nist cnitlrets for the West.
Thii disturbing denouement was prevented stran-

gely enough bl' the siding of sornc of the Indians
with thc Cliinese. The persons rvho are said to have
iutcrlceclod for tltcr Clrinisc rr'ct'c PrurcLit Srrnclor Lal,
Ccrr. SrtlCicr', l Stalirt l)r'ltt't' Pt'iz" \\/inrrt'r' ,r'rtl Prtrf.
D. D. Kosambi. a u'ell-known t\'Iarxist scholar frotn
\,[aharashtra.

Tltc ctlmrnission's st'ssion br<lkt' tlp infrrrc'trrottslv irr

the srnall horrrs of this morning.

-Hi.ttrltntarr'I'irrtc.s. \lirlclr 30.

.t1



With Many Voices
'Ttre der

Moaus round with many voiccs. Gome, -v fri"oii
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

-Tenngson,

A large chunk of the forces -of the-righ-t are in the
Consre;s. At the same time the bulk of those who
ar" 5rr. potential allies are also inside the Congress.

-Ajoy Ghosh, General S-egrelary _of -Communist
Party of India, Link, April 23.

You will not wage war on the top of the Hima-
layas and also you will not wage war unless you :rre
fbrced to do it.

-V. K. Krishna Menon, addressing the Allahabad
University Student's Union, Hinda, March 19.

India does not wish to ffght over the Himalayan
ranges, btrt if China has any intention of coming dourn
the-Himalayan slopes and entering the plains, then
we are prepared to give her warm reception, wanner
than she mieht exoect.

-V. K..frishna il4"ttot, Hind'uston Timns, April 24,

Still, it is a mercy Mr. Menon has not talkod of
fighting the Chinese on the beaches of India'

-'S. M.', Hindustan Tirnes, APril 26.

No one who has watched the course of affairs since
1957 can have any doubt that what Mr. Krishna Menon
wants is not a straightforward, non-politic-al army, but
an €umy subservient to him, willing and arxious to
c€lrrf :agf all his wishes.

A. D' Gorwala, Jannta, APril 23'

It is difficult to say who is right and who is wrong
in Cuba. We have no knowledge of the conditions
there. Nor are wo competent to pass a judgment.

-Prime Minister Nehru, Hind.ustan Ti!?g!, . , ,

.APril'23' '.:;:1

Free people i" .u ;;;" world do not accept
the claim of historical inevitabiiity for communist
revoluticm. The tgreat revolution in the history of
man, past, present and future, is the revolution of
those determined to be free.

-President Kennedy in his reply to Khrushchev,
lndian Express, April 26.

Castro as a Cuban nationalist could count on much
sympathy in neighbouring countries, but-Castro 4s q
siooie oi {oreign powers -would invite only scorn and
ridiJule. -Thought, fnril 22;'

The Communist Party puts India and China on the
same footing. It makes it appear that India is as guilty
as China. The fact of the matter is that there is aggres-
sion made by China on India and the CPI wants to
put India and China on the same level.- 

-Lal Bahadur Shastry, Home Minister, Times
of India, April 25.
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