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Security And
Public S ervices

V. B. Karnik

I-ION{MUNISTS have taken strong exception to a
vcircular said to have been issued by a Secretary
of thd Government of Bihar. The circular was on thL
Subject of ncreening of selected members of the
Village Volunteer For:e for rifle training." The direc-
tion in the circular wliich has roused the ire of Com-
mun-ists is as_follows: "No selection for rifle training
need be made in the Panchayats under communist
or anti-national influence." The weekly journal of the
Communist Party, Nero Age, has characterised the
circular as "Anti-Communist Hysteria" and, angry at'being described as "anti-national", it has appealeil to
tf;e Home Ministry of the Government of-India to
"take rction against the undemocratic and anti-

-national decision" embodied in the circular.
It is:easy to understand the anger and resentment'bf Cohmunists. If,tire circular is liloyrdd t6 stand, it

witi, stop; their and theri agents' infiTti'ation into ihe
Village Volunteer Force anld those selected for rifle
training. They may not attach much importance to
the Village Volunteer Force or to rifle training. But
they regard it as a thin end of the wedge. If Com-
munists are to be denied these opportunities at the
bottom, how can they be allowed iimilar opportuni-
ties_ at l_righer levels, in the defence service, in auxiliary
and other formations, in ordnance factories and in
sensitive departments and agencies of the Govern-
ment? They are afraid that the policy enunciated in
the Bihar circular rnay become the polic)' of the
Central ancl iill Stitte Governrnents. It will then rnrrke
it difficult for tliem to pursue their present basic ainr
of worming their rvaf into positions of strategic im-
portance in the machinery of the Government. They
are moreover angry at being called "anti-national",
when they are trying so much to pose as nationalists.
They know that the rvhole game of their present
tactic and strategy will be lost if they do not succeed
in getting themselves accepted as nationalists. The
Bihar circular defeats that-objective as rvell as tlrc
plan of infiltration in government services.

Whatever the reaction of Communists, the Bihar
circular raises the crrrcial issue of securitl, in govern-
ment services and the danger that the'presencc of
Comrnunists rcpresents to it. Tltc issrrc rcorrircs to
be considerecl ir-r the pirrticular context of the s'ar that
thc country hirs bcen conrpcllecl to rvage against the
rtqgrcssiorr of l c{rmrtrrrnist I)os'<tr. Tltc rlrrcstions tlrat

call for clear answers are: Are not. Communists a
grave security risk when _the country is engaged in a
u'ar against communist China? Is it possible to depend
upon tommunists to work activelt' for the defeit of
a-commuhist Power? Will it not be'wise and expedient
to err .on the safe side and to exclude Communists
frorn all positions in government services and other
activities rvhere it may be possible for them to en-
danger security?

The question must be c<msidered and answered.ia,.,,,
the light of the_knowledge of communist.theory and
practice. According to communist theory, every-Com-
munist is a soldier bound by the discipline and qcting
under the instructions of th'e internatibnal communisl
rnovement. His first loyalty is to that movement and
not to his country or any other organisation to rvhich
he may belong. The interests of a cornmunist State
rank higher in his eyes than the interests of his
countrv. Whatever that State does advances the cause
of the'world revolution and must be supported irres-
pective of all other considerations. Communists have
on many occasions acted according to these principles
and beh'ayed the interests of their countries forlhe *
sake of tlc interests of a cemmunist Power.;-Many -
have acted as spies for Soviet Russia. Some amonest
them *ere high-spirited. dedicated men who did
what they did, not for filthy lucre but out of their
devotion to the cause of r,vorlcl revolution. l'his type
of men, who are to be found in every Communist
Party ancl its fellorv-travellers, are f:rr mole dangerous
than ordinary spies. Because of their abilities and
eminence they find entry into high places and into
positions of tmst and responsibility and can do grave
damage to the security of a country. It is necessary
to take special precautions against them.

It is true that at present some differences have
developed between Rtrssia and China. It is equally
tme that the dominant s'ing in the Conrmr-rnist Party
of India is N'loscorv-orientated rather than Peking-
orientated. But one cannot be too sure about the
extent and the depth of those differences. They may
be settled any time; ancl as long as Lroth remain
u'eclded tcl tlie same goal of expirnsion of corn-
rnunist domination, they rvill not allou' them to come
in the rvay of one communist country's war against
another non-communist country. Indian Communists
still regard Chin:r as a conrmunist Porver and as long
as they continue to be Communists, China rl'ill have
a c.lairi on tlicir lo1'alty and clevotion. Horv far that
claim u'ill go ancl v'hat it lvill compel tliem to do -it is difficult to sa\'. It is likcl), tlitt it mrrl' not go too
fat'. Bul u.hr. slrorrliJ 6y111, 1r1;rr ,r'itli Gr',-'? \1''l,r,.1rnnJ.1
one rrndcrtakc a risk, rnorc particularlv rvlren tlrc
issue involved is nation:rl .seculity?

The corrt't't inrsw('r' to lltt' (trrr'stiolls ii iii ilit't t'irrrr:

I
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be thai'iommunists are a security risk and should be a state of cold war the blacks and whites of wartime
kept away from all those positions where it may be merge into a more neutral grey. Although the Soviet
poisible ior them to do lnything that may cause bloc and the Western Powers are at conflict on a
hu*og" to national seculity'. An iidividual eornnru- nunrber of fr-urdamental issues, we are at the same
nist may be as patriotic as-anybody else, but-as long tjme officia_lly_ in Jriendly relations rvith- the Soviet
as he is'a Comrirunist, there ii a possibility of a conl Powers and ihe Government is seen to be rvorking
fict between his duty as a Comriunist aricl his duty hard tor..'ards an improvement of these relations anii
as a citizen or a goveinment servant. The Government eircoulaging commer-cial, cultural and other contacts."
must accept this-possibility and, in view of it, exclude Stating that "the dangers of the present situation
Communiits from all posts which are regardecl as are aggravated by the fact that very few people are
sensitive from the poinf of view of security. This _will a\4/are that they_exist" the Cornmission recommended:
apply particularly [o posts in defence services and all "without -jeopardising secret sources of information,
oifiei fosts rvhere woik of a secret character i-s being He-ads of- Departmelt-s and !rin-c!pal- Establishment
done. 

-Exclusion of Communists from all such posts Officers should be told more frankly than we believe
should be accepted as a national policy and immediate to be the pr-esent _pra-ct_ice the scale of communist
steps should b-e taken for its implenibntation all over penetration of the Civil Service unions and should be
thd country \,varned -of the id-enti-ty of individual communists with

Great Britain rvas recently frrced with a similal whom they_ are likely t-o have dealingg." It also re-
problem. In that country, the Communist Party is a commended various other measures for tightening
iegal organisation and i1 has friendly relatiom with security arrangements.
S&iet Hussia and a number of ofher communist Great Britain is compelled to take these steps even
countries. Taking advantage of this fact, Communists rvhen she is not at war with a communist Power.
found entry int6 public lervices and acquired res- India is at war rvith a communist Power. There is all
ponsible positions ^in a number of servi-ce unions. the more reason why we should exercise a stricter
brdinarilf the Government might not have taken watch on Communists in our country and more parti-
lotice of 

'this fact. But during thJlast few years tltere culally those lvho irre in public services. It is a fact
were some serious cases of eipionage in which it was well known to all that many of them and their fellow
discovered that communist cduntridr tr"d got hold of travellers are in services and service unions and
vital secret information through sources -located in enjoy the same facilities as others. A clear distinction
the services. In some cases, thE guilty persons could - pust noiv be rnade between them and others on the
t" a"t""t"a and were latei sentin""[ ib long term- bq.s! of theil political. convictions and sympathies.
of itnpiito"ment. It became necessary as a tEs-irlt of -€Ummunists-and their friends-will raise a clamour

.ttho"'ii"[i i" irt"rtig"te tiie proce.]io"i "rt"btattai 
ageiru! such a poligy jt+dbonder4n'it qs.4p exl-ribilion

iii-S"i"i""t +or ttg' pr?servatiofi of security. A Coo-.; oIlvl"Carthyism. They'f6jget,horvever, thatthii policl'
mission of Inquiry^was appointed _for_the_ptuporc 

*is-being suggeted when.the L,runtry i1 1!l-a1 against
rrncler the C[airmipship of iord Radclifie. Th]e iom- r cominunisl Porver and onlf in relation -to those
rniirio" submitted iis ieport in April 1962. It is a posts which are sensitive from the point of view of
thoughtful document wh^ich deseries to be studied national security. No country can wage a war.against

""t"tliity 
by all those rvho are interested in the pro- anothel country ancl at the same tirne keep in such

[i;; of se6lrity in ptrblic services. The Commisiion posts those rvho are ideologically aligned,.with that
- tvas alarmed by the' "disproportionately hi_gh" com- c-ountry. IMe have been so long rather indifterent to

munist ,"pr"rerrt"tion in ieriice unioni. TIie report the oroble^r} of sejurity. iu our services. We adopted

;.13t*i "147" itq.tited into the peletration by Cbm- a- policy of friendshiF with all countries and, believing
*u"irtt of the'ci"il Sei"i"" St"ff Association and th'at it's,ill be reciproc-ated, did not think it parti-
it"d" 1i.tions and *"r" airt,itb",l ^t 

the nu4rber of cularh, necessaly td e-nforce strict re5ulations about
Conr.rrrlists nna C"uu""iiirf ryir'rp,itllir"r* .i,hn "r" secrrritv and to'test tlre rcliahilitv of all those wlro
liolcling positions in those bocliei 

"fth", ", pennanent entt'reil gov-el'runent services. Norv -that a fight has

iliLtiil";;i,i 
"m"i,.t.t 

or: a, .,npn;cl of;Hceri or merr- been _foried upo;l tls_.Jve cannot afford to continue

bers of eiecutive committees ......We regnrd or,rr olcl policybf indi{ference. We have to be parti-
lh.i, pt"runrably cleliberate massing of cornrnJrnist crrlally vigilant abot Communis-ts as^our enemy is a
ln"rt'* tti" Cii,it S"ruice lJnions as-'most dangerous comnrur:iit_P_on'er. During the, last {er1 years Com-

to sect rity, however one deffnes it." lnunists ancl Cornmunist sympa.thisers had a,tree entrY

The Comrnission fot nd- ih"f th"t" was not enouqh into all services ancl, once-- in service, they could

"t"oi"u*i iri th" hielr;i 
"ir;le.s 

in the services of the occupy any posts. In view of the Chinese aggression,

clanger to secrrr.ity 
-ffi"*"i"a by itr. pt'eserce of it.is ir'ot priss^ible to continrre that position 

-1ty_lq"g"t't
Conrrnrrnists. lt attrilritcii"ii';;; "tt1" 

""rtrir'"t"nt 
,,tti- Tlrt'rc niust bc a strict - 

scrutiny of the political
t"d;.';'Iil p;rt ,rf it* g.l,r"t"l ir,tbli" ,,n.1 of the opinions :rnrl -svrnpathies of all goveurment employees
government tor,r,irrcls the Communiit I'ou,ers ancl the and those rvith rleqard,to rvh6m there is the least

Cornmrrnist prrr.t1, gencritllv." f'hc cliffi"t liics crcatecl s_uspicion nrust be <ixcludecl fi'om all thorc posts which

C,trril|issi<til lLs.fCrllrl$.s. lil .)ill' (.()ililt1| rro qovcrtttttr_'ttt ('llllllOt.e('_ls illlo\\'eo
"ln tirrre of s,rrr til"." i, no <lorrlrt rrliorrt tlrc (,lr(.r)l\;s t<l bec'ornc a nicrrtlrer of a lloliticlrl pilr'tr'.,]itrt it is not

i.l",.rtiirj,i,'r,l ,, il,ig",, 'Car.elcss t,rlk ,.osts lives' can tlr,'forrnal nrernlrcrslrill of a pirrty lviriclr is relevant

:;t1ikc ltrr itttrt,('(liil1l:'-l','.Jr'.1,'',' itt lr""lrlr"s 'rtirrr'ls lrr (C''rtliturcrl on 
'rcgc 
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Individual Liberty And The Law
S. Natarajan

fT will be recalled that in the earlier days of the seek thus to revive a twice-dead issue; if it is not in
I emergency three persons were detained myster- the public interest to disclose further facts, it was
iously aid is mysteriously released. In fact, i[ was certainly as much _against it to act as Mr. Sastri did.
only'rvhen the question of their detention was, raised Equally reprehensible is the attitude of the opposition
in fhe Lok Sabha that it was disclosed that t]rey had pa-rties-who showed an unseemly eagerness t6-disown
already been released a few days earlier. An- even the politician, virtually throwing him to the admini-
more curious incident has since- taken place. Some strative wolves even while winning the point that no
politician, unnamed but vaguely indicateii as a P.S.P. one should be condemned on the evidence of police
man, said in a speech in November that rather than reports.
see him surrendel an inch of territory to the Chinese There is another question here affecting parlia-
he would shoot the Prime Minister. This extravagance mentary resporrsibility which needs serious considera-
was reported in an Urdu newspaper in ]anuary and tion - speciilly as the pattern seems to be becoming
here if was seen by the Union Eome-Minister. Mr. comrnon: That is the trend towards settling public
Lal Bahadur Sastri'checked on it through the Central issu_es pri-va_tely between a Minister and on6 of the
Intelligence Bureau in March and dreri the attention leaders of the opposition parties. Mr. Sastri gets into
of the Chief Secretary of the State concerned that a huddle with Mr. Dwivedi. Oil Minister K. D.
action under the Defence of India Rules should be Malaviya, after an exchange of heated words followed
taken. In April, he mentioned the matter casually in by an interchange of compliments with another M.P.,
the Lok Sab-ha and involved the House in a protracted offers to convince the P.S.P. leader, Mr. Nath Pai, of
controversy over it. Finally, on the ground- that it is his incormptibility by show_ing him al! _the relevant
not in the public interest'to reveal more details, the papers. A Minister should be responsible to Parlia-
Home Miniiter and the leader of the P.S.P. party in ment - not to Mr. Dwivedi or Mr. Nath Pai or any
the Lok Sabha held private discussions and 6meiged other M. P. however important or troublesome he may
with a mutual exchange of compliments. - be. Here are not personal issues and they cannot be

Several points emerge from this incident. The man settled on a _per-sonal ba_sis. How Parliament can per-
spoke in illovember ihen botli- in the Gcjverirment mit itself to 6e bypassed in this manner is an ineipli-
and among opposition parties ,t}gre prevailed the cable myste.4y. , .;se"i';i;p"HiJ;;;i#il. T#Ti=atJ eo;"i;-;; Mi"iiilii"i'bud **noe* iib i',I"ctious. In the state
did riot coritider it a very rj.io.tu matter: the public of lvlaharashtra, th_ Home Minister invoked the
rvould seem to have dismissed it from their irlnds; Defence of India Rules to take Mr. George Fernandes
the Urdu newspaper which published the statement and Mr. Janardhan Upadhye, President and Secretary
trvo months later,- presumably did it to ridicule the of the Bombay Taximen's -Union, int_o custody on
speaher - since if has not' provoked \lr. Sastri's April 5. This u'as followed by a one-day taxi strike
Srath. Two months more elafsed before Mr. Sastri atid demonstrations for the release of tlie two men.
stirred up matters again bt prodding the State All of 1vhlch placejl a heary strain on an already
Governme'nt to act; on"" -or" m'onth an"d h" brings overu'orked poiice force. In i press conference held
it up in the Lok Sabha and, when it attracts attention, after the houses of the State legislature had been
pro6eeds to invoke the blanket of public interest to prorogued, Mr.,P. K. Savant, the State Home Minister,
muffle it up. This suggests adminiitrative ineptness declared that the arrests had nothing to do _with the
and an ind6cent anxie-[i to invite trouble. No Home tracle union activities of the men, referred to tl"re

tr4inister rvith tr nrodiitrrn of political sense u'oulcl "unprececlcntecl me:rsure of inclustrial peace.'enjoyecl
-- -ri,,,,n,*t r,,,;;;;- ::"ll:.,:TTn:r9'i 

t*:,"n"t'1:ffil"1ibf,:"ln:l;'ll*
here but political convictions, synpathies and asso- furnish any further details." FIe also explained that
ciations. I[ may' not be ahvays easy to decide rvhat Mr. Fernandes was guilty of trying to create dis-
they are but, once the principle is'accepted, it may afiection among the pdhce'and had "iought to impose
not- be too difficult to elolvd some test3 rvhich rviil his own schedule of taxi fares in uttei disregard of
give the necessary information and rvill not be at the the public interest and the law" - "such activities,
same time unjust'or unfair to employees. in the context of the present cmcrgency, being- anti-

In anv case, let tlre Cornmunist l'ariv of India knos' national and adversely affectina the defence effort."
that, as long as the confict rvith China lasts, it will \'lr. Savant's reserwations in tl-re public interest
be under a iloud of suspicion irncl u ill rrot br' allowccl again clcmonstrate a failure to appreciate the facts of
to clainr as a mattcr of right ccpnl treatmcnt rvith thc sitrtation. \\/hat hc hrrs revealctl onlr, :rclcls to the
other prrtriotic ancl nationilist pitti".. Its political c.onfrrsion, ancl further details u'ortlrl one l)resnmes-

different categon'. That. it shoukl knou., is not tlrc His preventive action has precipittrted the very state
opinion of one official in tlihar but of tlie rvlrole of affairs he u,ishecl to avoicl - tlicre arc iill kincls o[
<rorrntrl'. tirlk lrlrorrt larrrrclrinr stlikcs. frii oni' tlring. antl \[".
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Freedom First

Fernandes'supporting Socialists are indulging in wild
threats which no Government, resistant to blackmail,
can ignore. Had Mr. Fernandes been allorved to trv
out hi orvn schedule of taxi fares, he u'oulcl have been
a much discredited man. Taxi-men know better than
anyone that the public will not agree to pay more
than the legal fares. If, again, he rvas trving to penrert
the police, he could well have been proceeded against
under the ordinary law. The effect of the present
policy has been to make Mr. Fernandes into a
martyr, and even leaders of the P.S.P. ..vho are gene-
rally cynical of the Socialist leaders are cutting loose
from the defence committee.

Apart from the detention of the trrvo leaders, "there
was a round-up of bad characters at various places
in the city, numbering 332." These, it may be said,
are not politicians but individuals rvhom the police
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have undbr their eyes and whom they usuall-y lock up
temporarily in times of .trouble. They are the persons
whom the Police Commissioner has the authority to
deport from Bombay Ciry. There is no precise defini-
tioir of "a bad characteri' but it conveys the meaning
that the individual so designated is of knorvn crimi-
nal tendencies and a menace to healthy civic life' It
is not known rvhy these men are not removed from
the city where their opportunities for mischief are
obviouily maximum. lt inieht even lead to an im-
ptovement in their conduciso that they too partake
i,f the benefits that such a removal would effect, This
is a matter rvhich the Home N{inister of Maharashtra
might usefully devote s_ome thought to. It is strange
tha"t, when in-so many directions the Government has
accepted the concept of purPoseful functionitg,. it
sho"id continue to liursue a policy of inaction in this
field.

*it r

Failure Of Gold Control In Russia
Zybenko
passengers at M-agadan airp.ori.,The article goes.on:

frequent occurre-nce.
"ThJ theft of gold at the Ynykchan grine is a
rouent occ.,t.ett6e. The mine foreman Dyachkov,mine foreman Dyachkov,

Roman O.
.FHE USSR is the second producer of gold in the
I rvorld, after South Africa. Betrveen 1946 and

1958 the average annual Soviet production rvas 15
million ounces, rvhile the South African average for
the same period was 17.7 million ounces. The ave-
rages of, other gold-producing countries for the same
period rvere considerably lorver: Canada-4.4 million
olrnces,-'USA-17 million, Australia-l million.
*.'Obsety?tion of the world rnarkgt sholvs that the
S6viel lovernment parts rvith 'its' gold very unu'il-
iingll'. It sells goid only rvhen it is compelled to by
domestic or foleign economic circurnstances. After
the heavy sale of Soviet gold on the international
market i; 1947 in ordet to-rebuild the rvar'-shattered
economy, a large amourt (2.1 rnillion ounces) rvas
sold at the end of 1953, apparently in order to assist
the Soviet Zone of Germany after the'Berlin uprising.

Like all other industries in the Soviet Union, gold-
mining is a state monopoly. Authorized gold-mining
is done in tlvo different ways-through state under-
takings using equipment of advanced design, and
throrlqh prosltccting "artels"_ or, cooperatil'e enter-
prises, s hiclr nrirre the goltl lrl' fairlv plimitive
iriethocls. Ac<rtrdin11 to Sovict las', the artcls are re-
rluirecl to ker:p strict accottnts ancl to deliver their
g^old to the state only. But in fact the law is fre-
[ucntlv violatecl, aciorcling -to an -articlc by E.
Corelov and A. Krylov in -Ekononricheskalla 

-ga7,eta
( November 24, 1962 ). Local authorities aud state
r:eceiving centre's pernrit opcrirtions by private plos-
pectors -or "voltrntarv prodtrcers." rvho receivc.-pcr-
inission to nritrc, ttc".1.ii.c tlrt' goltl s'ithtnt oflicirrl
supcrvisi<ln iurd accoiclingli- lrrc alllc to tlisposc of
a 'large part of thcir girlil orr the hlack tnarkc't.
Acc'orilin{ to thc srunc attic'lc. rlclcl is stolcrr iri thc
artt:ls, tlrc statt' tttittt:s atrcl thc u'itsltinll iltltI cotrcett-
h'lrtiir{ rrril!; Ir,r:' itt'rillll, r'. i{) l:ilt.;l::r.l!t:' 9l 'rriit'r'c,'i1:

terl" goltl u rrs fottttrl in thc irllartrtretlt ol a <'c'rtain
Shtrrnilin, an iuspector of thc N{aqaclan rninc; another
l l', kil,,,lllrl. ,..:,,.., f',rrnrrl ilt rl',' itr-'sst"rr:i r'1 rlf r "-"

4

ihe'cashiers of the gold-receiving office -Bor6din and'
Gordievsky and an operator- of the washing a-p-para--

tus. lvlindiveva, systeinatically appropriated-gold and
sold it to dealels. A'large grbup.of gold thieves -was'
;;1i". i" rtna" raio.t' 6T' i*uti o'blitt. Amongst-the
criminals ri'ire the.statc. contrqller. of one of -+e* t- l'l

...A;;;i.'t" verkhottuoi,.ih"--rrdiiloi Etg"thev' the
::i; :;'; " *;.;t. - 

li. o- *;'io' f.'r"r.,a', "Mvsak and'
districts, Verkhottuov. the,monitor. lirgasnev'
gotd-""oi". Kosach, the mine'foreman -Mysak

others."--;n""l"tt 
and strecrrlators," says the same article,

come to thc gold{iclds frorn eveil' prtlt of the Soviet
Union:-;Th"r" 

people come together f-rom all gnds of the
countrv t6 tl'te eastern -areas during lhe summer
washine season like flies after jam and often win
orr"t ,rndenendable workers to crime."

Thev sell the gold thus obtainecl to jervellers, den-
tal technicians, irakers of ornaments, and so on at
exholl;itant pti""t. In Svercllovsk Oblast one sr'rch
glourr I'aslti,,irt'il nrort' tlrlrrl 3() kiloglarns of gold,irrto
iinui. t'ar-rirtgs rttLcl lrlirt t'lt'ts irr a sholt period ot
tinii'. Ar'corclin'4 to the sarne ne\\/spapcl'' there are
.-,1".nrnr-,,ld netu'orks of private irrppliers and
.'onrr.,il,"r, of goltt. lis rvcll rrs-rnidcllernen-'.-'The Black
markct in gold. thet' rntrintain:

"...ir to''a large extent favoured by- the obviously
imlrclfect svstcrn-of golcl prices fixed for prospectors
uril voltrntarl' prodtrcers. This is- a very. important
rrrolrlcnr t't,rluitinq the rnost careful stucly'"
^ \\ !rilc tlri' Srlviet pr,'ss rt'flt'cts seri<ltts- misgiving
rcqlrrrlirrr{ lirt' trst' of "plivitlc c'lranncls" bv dentists

"riii i",,,,-,tt"rs t' t,htairi gold f,rr their l"lrrlfessional
nork. th, tiLt't tlrirt r{tllcl'."tolcrr fror.n tlie sttltc leaks
':l:1,,r:ill ,;ilt'': L lr.::li:i'l:; lt!'. l" (illi:l(':'; ilri' Stlvitlt
g()\'crnll)('ltt tlrc gri'att':;l 

- 
ltlltrtlt. [,llr{tr tltrtutitic:s, it

ii rcport<,cl, ar,, 
',i"",.,*,'laterl in llrii'ate hands and

,ti,,.il.i,, . ,,,. 1,'r:-""1:l l: '':rlt" 'i'r'l '.'. itlt tlrc tlial
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of a qrouD of larqe-scale currency dealers in
Kharkoi, tlie newspip er Ptaoda Ukraing recently
declared:

"About six kilograms of gold, including 330 objects
of gold, platinum and silver, 48 gold rvatches and
rnany diamonds were discovered in the possession
of the accused and were confiscated.... Thev had
hidden them in soap, kitchen walls, the'doori of a
garage, under the pavement and even in a grave."
(January 5, 1963)

The Soviet press abounds in similar reports of
"criminal deals" by various "hoarders and money-
gmbbers" whose hoards of jewels and gold had been
conffscated. An article entitled "Dirty Gold," in
Iztsertia (October 3, 1962), throrvs light on thc large
scale of these operations. One group operated over
the whole of the country:

"The lvlosco*' 'cnr.etcy speculators' bought gold
from foreigners and it passed through the hands of a
third person to Zailgv, s'ho was also receiving gold
stolen-from distant mines. He forwarded it to his
agents in Tashkent, Andizhan, Bukhara and Tiflis.
Tlere it was resold to local plunderers of socialist
property, who had gained so much money by stealing
that they did not know what to do with it."
, The gold, said the article, was illegally'transported
throughout the country, mainly by the children of
the diiectors of the "enterprise." One of the "couriers"
is described as follows: "a modern young man. . .
with an atlletic physique and good-looking, an
excellent metal craftsman and fitter, a passionate
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Rad.yanska Ukraina (February 3, 1963) deal with
the trial of two "bands" of speculators in 'gold,
diamonds and foreign clrrrency on an enormous scale.
The members were of various nationalities and
strata of the population-one member was a fighter
pilot. Both these organizations also forged money
and sold it. There was an electroplating workshop in
Leningrad, and members of the Kharkov g'oup
manufactured gold ten-rouble pieces to look like
tsarist coinage and became the suppliers of a highly
profitable underground mint.

All categories of the Soviet population who have
excess money-higher Party officials and economic
administrators, senior oficers in the armed forces and
ordinary speculators-are interested in gold. Many
of them, unable to use their high salaries to buy their
own houses, automobiles, motor cycles, television sets,
refrigerators etc., invest their money in the foreign
currency and gold acquired by others through.theft
from the state. Ordinary Soviet citizens, however;'
also often buy gold to lay away "for a rainy day,"
even at the eipense of giving up basic necessities of
life. The recent introduction of the death penalty for
speculation in gold and foreign currency shows the
extent of this type of crime in the Soviet Union.

football platpr." fonother "couiier' was the daughter
of one of the directors and wds a graduate of theof one ol the

tn Mdscovr. I-[ is characteristic
a graduate o
[€ is charactePlekhanov

that n

prrse,

completed a
i-people jgths organization had
education- and in mahy cases

rvere Party members. Another director of the enter-
prise, Makhmutov, had three children-one son, a
major in the army, and two daughters, one a lawyer,
the other a doctor. "These people," says the news-
paper, "connected with the criminal world, worg a
?nask for going out"' and "for a long time lived a
double life-." The earnings of the members of the
organizatiori were very -high. One of tfre female
members in Moscow *as found to possess six kilo-
grams of gold in coin and nuggets, pearls, some
strings of rvlrich rvere valued at 20,000 new roubles,
50,000 roubles in cash and State Loan Bonds to the
value of hundreds of thousands of roubles.

TIre same paper, lzoestia (January 27, 1963), in an
article entitled "The Octopus Made Harmless," re-
ports the case of a Leningrad cunency dealer, Zuikov,
director of a commercial centre, who acquired a
million roubles' lvorth of property. It was discovered
that he had a "muscum-storeroom" containing
pictures by the famous artists Aivazovsky an4
Shishkin, cans full of gold, more than one tl-rousand
tsarist coins, r'aluable diamonds, several tlrousand
American dollars and. finally, an enorlnous medallion,
the size of a large ra.,c,'r, rvitl'r a ba-s,-relief of tlte
Emperor Alexander II, also of pure gol_d. He did not
kecp his gold ingots at hornt:, but h:rd buried thcrn
in i cerncitarl', in the grave of his orvn datrghter.

Ftrrthcr rcports in Iirseslia (Felrrtrary 3, 1963) and
"Frien<ls. r'ott'rs, \ltrslirrts.. .

-CorrrtesY: ILinclustan 7'imes'
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The Spirit Of Lincoln
A. B. Shah

fiF the political leaders of the nineteenth century,V no one perhaps has greater siqnificance than
Abraham Lincoln for the c-ontemporirv world. This
is especially true for India. For, wfren faced with the
historic choice of the twentieth century, namely, the
choice between democracy and totalitaiianism rif one
hue or another, she unreservedly opted for democracv
soon after she became free. Moit olher nations, whicL
gained freedom after the second World Wai, have
either gone communist or slid back into some form of
native authoritarianism. Of the very few that still re-
main committed to democracy in- Asia and Africa,
India obviously is the most important. For if demol
c-racy takes root in India, that would, of course, mean
the saving of the sub-continent from communism. But
it would also demonstrate to the people of other
underdeveloped countries that rapid^ e6onomic pro-
gress does n_ot necessarily d,emand- democracy ai its
price; that democracy, on the contrary, releises the
springs gf human cr'eativity and ensrires that their
waters _shall be equally accessible to all. This is more
than what can be-saici for totalitarianism of any type.
However, it is not enough to arque this on thb lialsis
of Western experience. II is nece'ssary to demonstrate
its validity with the example of an underdeveloped
society. On the fate of dem6cracy in India will, th6re-
fore, depend to a considerable extent the fuiure of
lreedom in Asia dnd Africa, and, perhaps, in the rest
of the rvorld. India's struggle sincd tg4Z to strengthen
the foundations of her d-emocratic system hds [o be
vieu'ed in th.is perspective in order tb appreciate the
maqnihrde of the stakes involved in it. -

Unfortunately, however, there is no law, nor enouq]r
empirical evidence to suggest that a nation which-is
called upon-to play a_ kely]role at a turning point oi
history would invariably be equipped for itl Nor is
there anything very surprising in this. For in the
mosaic of cultures that the worl-d is, there is no reason
to expect that the development of a particular society
would of necessity be coirmensurate^with the tasks it
l-ras to face. Often these latter would be posed by
forces over which it had no control. Wisclori in sucir
a situation would seem to lie, not in condemning the
time as out of joint - which is but another rvay of
blaming others for one's difficulties - but in develop-
ing clarity of thought and purpose as a precondition
to intelligent, adequate and resolute action.

Now one characteristic of the Spirit of Lincoln, as
I understand it, was precisely this. His thought rvas
clear and his action resolute, however much it rvent
against his own nahrral inclination. For exarnple.
Lincoln hated slavery, but was prepared to accept the
'argument of necessity' and allow it to continue, con-
vinccd that the inner logic of frce institutions will in
colrrse of time ]ead to its disappearance. Rut he u'as
clear that he u'ould not pernit 'the exteusiou clf ir
bad thing' even if preventing its cxtension rreilnt ir

e

civil wa-r and the possible break-up of the United
States of America.

Lincoln did not want war; he was basically a man
of peace. He certainly did not wish that h6 should
be called upon by Providence to preside over the dis-
integration of the Union, as a result of an internecine
war. What then was it that gave this man of peace
and unity the inner poise and the unshakable con-
viction that no price was too great for preventing the
extension of slavery to the- northerri states? "The
answer, I submit, lies in his belief, mentioned above,
in the dynamics of freedom. It may be briefly formul-
ated thus: Liberty, if not forced to contract, will, by
its own nature, go on expanding until it has swept
away all the obstacles in its path. Its obvious con-
verse would be: Slavery, if not allowed to expand,
will, by its own inner stresses and strains, begin to
contract and ultimately disappear. In other rirords,
Lincoln had perceived that containment of evil would,
in the long run and at a much lower cost, result in
the liberation from evil. The moral for contemnorarv
statesmen, though obvious, is apt to be partly fiiss"d.
Lest there should be any misunderstanding, let me
state it in brief. Containment'is a better policy than
liberation, but onlg if one is prepared to make the
necessarA sacrifice for an effectioe containmcit of ersil.
Containment thus has nothing in common with isola-
tionism, appeasement, or that bane of romantic states-
mgn, namely, self-deception. '!
'What was the driving force behind Lincoln's

policy - in his case, one could call it the principle-
of containment? Here, again, Lincoln stands out
among the statesmen of his time or ours. For him con-
tainment was not, as I mentioned a moment ago,
isolation, still less, appeasement. His willingness to
put up with slavery where it already existed did not
prevent him from condemning it as an evil. For
Lincoln, the unalienable rights of man, of which the
Declaration of Independence spoke and which in-
cluded 'Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness',
rvere the heritage of. all, not only of the white men;
tlre'governmeniof the people, by the people. for the
uconle' rvas to be a sovernment of all. the rvhite and
ihe black. the yellou'"and the brown. That, according
to Lincoln, was the spirit of the Constitution. For,
"it u'as not the mere matter of the separation of the
Colonies from the motherland; but that sentiment in
the Declaration of Independence which gave liberty,
not alone to the people of the country, but, I hope, to
the rvorld. for ali frrhrre time. It was that which gave
promise that in due tirne the u:eight uould be lifted
ironr thc shoulders of all men." Lincoln would have
ieiected out of hand the specious arguments of those
who would sacrifice freed6m. even if it be of others.
to secnre Deace or the goodwi]l of the encmies of
freedom. Tb one srrch argument he explicitly referred
s'itlr corrtcrtrllt iu tlre follou'ing rvtlrtls:

"But, slaver), is good for soire people!!! As a goorl
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thing, slavery is strikingly peculiar, in this, that it is
the only good thing which no man ever seeks the
sood of. for himself." Nonsense! Wolves clevouring lambs, not because it
is good for their own greedy maws, but because it
is good for the lambs !!!"

There is another aspect of the Spirit of Lincoln
which needs mention ln this age of self-appointed
peace-makers. Lincoln believed that there could be
no compromise with evil on the plane of ideas, even
if one had to put up with it on the plane of action.
In this he was like Gandhi. Both rebelled against
ideological co-existence. Addressing an assembly of
Republicans at the Cooper Institute in Nerv York, he
exhorted his countrymen thus: "Let us be diverted by
none of those sophisticated contrivances such as
groping for some middle ground between the right
and'the wrong, vain as the search for a man who
should be neither a living man nor a dead man,. . . .

and calling, not the sinners, but the righteous to
repentance."

To take up such an uncompromising attitude to
evil requires faith ill the people and in the love of
liberty that resides in the heart of man, shall I sa5
as part of his nature. The spirit of Lincoln drerv sust-
enance from this source. Indeed, it was the common
people's love of liberty embodied in one of themselves
and prepared to go, again and again, through the
ordeal of ffre in order to affirm its immortal life.
History has stood witness to many such ordeals.
Everyfime, as in Lincoln's own time, the spirit of
Iiberty has been born afresh even after crucifixion at
the hands of the priests, or their easy-going instru-
ment, the Pilate who, when confronted wi![,-q'il,
yielded to it, and asked "what is truth?lffi'fdFle
were behind Jesus of Nazareth, but tfieii-Tdiee rras
not allorved to reach the ear of him who disposed of
their destinies. But Lincoln was no Pilate. He believed
that all authority was derived from the people and
that the question which, as he put it, faced th-e whole
family of man - the question, "whether a constitu-
tional republic, or democracy can or cannot maintain
its territorial integrity," has to be answered by the
people themselves. He wanted the people to teach
men that 'what they cannot take by election, neither
can they take by u *"r; teaching alf the folly of being
the beginners of rvar." And for this he relied on man's
innate love of freedonr, not rnerely on armies and
battlements, as the French did in the thirties of this
century. Raising the question, "what constitutes the
bulwark of our own liberty and independence?", he
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r_epligd, "Our re-liance is_ in the Inse oJ libertg which
God has planted in our bosoms. Our defence is in the
preservation of the spirit which prizes liberty as the
heritage of all men, in all lands, everywhere. Destroy
this spirit, and you have planted the seeds of des-
potism around your own doors."

And that is why even in the midst of the Civil War,
Lincoln was not prepared to suspend elections, let
alone civil liberties. For if this weie done, the rebel-
lion "might failly claim to have coirquered and ruined
us." Perhaps in Lincoln's time things were simpler;
but it is difficult to imagine that a civil war coulii be
less exacting than a phoney war of the type that the
world.was first to see for more than six months nearly
trventy-five years ago. The difference lies, it seems
to me, not so much in the demands of the war as in
the degree to which the love of liberty is alive in the
hearts of men.

It is the good fortune of the common people of the
world that-the Spirit of Lincoln is wlde-awake a
century and half later in the land of its birth. It is the
good fortune of the world that this spirit does ndt
recognize any barriers of race or colour, but treads
freely over land and sea-yea, even over the sea and
in the air - to ensure that the fame of freedom, once
lighted, shall not be put out again. No one, Ieast of all a
common Indian like me, who has not yet paid the price
of freedom, is entitled to pay his tribute to this spirit.
Or, maybe, I am. For like Lincoln, the common peo-
ple all the world over, whenever they had an oppor-
tunity to choose between freedom and slavery, have
expressed their choice in unambiguous language. As
one of them, I consider myself Lincoln's kin. boturd
to him by bonds that have united lovers of freedom
in different lands and climes, and inspired them to
ftght so that "government of the people, by the people,
for the people, shall not perish from the earth." And,
therefore, anyone who stands for freedom and demo-
cracy, anyu'here in the world, has the right to pay his
tribute to Abraham Lincoln. He tvas not of America
alone. He was not a politician, nor a statesman of the
New World alone. He was a leader of mankind and
he belongs to the whole world.

(Based on the specch delioered on Februarg 12, 1968
on the occasion of the hundred-and-fiftE-furth birth
onni.aersartl of Abraham Lincoln.)
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]ustly belov6d Lives our Tsar,
Our trust - alas, Rasputinized.
Otu peasants see his light a star,
justly belor'6d.

Lives orrr Tsar
dirnn.red by a cloucl's clirrk cold, not far
above, that holds him nresnrerized
justly?

Relor'6cl lives otrr Tsar,
our trust - al:ls, Ilasputinized:



A Brave l\[ew World
M. D. Kini

HAT is dogmatism? It can be defined as total
VV commitment to a set of half-truths. The trouble

with communism is, it is based on haU-truths. Of
course, communists clairn that their faith is based on
scientiftc_ knowledge. But any scientif,.c theory is sub-
ject to alteration or revision in the light of new facts
and new developments. And in comriunism revision-
ism is a great sin. This explairs the repetition of such
time-worn shibboleths of 

-communist -doema like the
pauperisation of the proletariat in capitaTist countries
and the break-down-of the capitalisi system, in the
ffnal text of the programme of ihe Communiit party
of the Soviet Union adopted in 1g6l.o The book has
an excellent introduction and an illuminatine corn-
mentary by Herbert Rjtvo. This is the thir? pro-
gramme of the CPSU-"a proqramme for the bdild-
ing of the_Communist Socie^ty",-a blueprint for a brave
new world.

The programme calls Yugoslavia, revisionist. "The
Yugoslav leaders by their ievisionist policy contra-
'posed Yugoslavia to'the socialist @ffip, lnd ihe inter-
national Communist movefient. . . ."-But this sounds
rather hypocritical now that Khrushchev has made
up with Tito and in fact called Yugoslavia a "socialist
country" in his polemics with Mao. But then we have
to remember that Khrushchev belongs to that school
of political thought whic\ considers inything is good
and moral which serves its pu4rose.

The programme gloats ovei tlie so.called contradic-
tions in and among the capitalist countries. '"The
conh'adictions between the principal imperialist
powers are growing deeper. The economic rehabili-
tation of the imperialist countries defeated in the
Second World War leads to the revival of the old and
the emergence of the new knots of imperialist rivalry
and confict." Since nearly hundred vears, commlrn-
ists are waiting for the collapse of the capitalist
system under the weight of the stresses and strains of
its contradictions and they have been badly disillus-
ioned. They grossly underestimated the capacity of
capitalism to change and refonn itself. The pro-
gramme does not refer to the contradictions ancl rifts
in the communist bloc, may be because Marx has not
predicted it.

Do the communists believe in peace and peaceful
methods of change ? Your guess is as good as mine,
because though ttre programme declares: "The work-
ing class and its vanguard - the M,arxist-Leninist
parties - seek to accomplish the socialist revolution
by peaceful means", "The issue of war and peace is
the principal issue of today'', "The main thing is to
rvard off a therrnonuclear war, to prevent it from
breaking out." "Peaceful co-existence of the socialist
and capitalist countries is an objective necessity for

q Tlre Ncs' So','iet Socictr'. Final
the Cortrrttunist I'irrt1' of tht: Soviet
and introduction by Herbert Ritr'o.
kader \{agazine, Nelv York.
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the development of human society", the programme
also asserts:

"The success of the struggle which the working
class wages for the victory 1f the revolutiot wili
depend on how well the working class and its partv
master the use of all forms of stnrggle - peaceful anfr.
non-peaceful, parliamentary and eiEa-parliamentary-
and how well they are prepared for-any swift aird
sudden replacement of -onb form of itruesle bv
another form of struggld' and "consider it'thi-ir dutv
to support the sacred strueele of the oporessed oeo-
ples irid their just anti-imfelriatist wars b? hberatibn."

To put all this in simple language, communists will
suppoft peaceful changes of democratic government
into comrnunist form of government everywhere and
encourage violence, short of nuclear war, to achieve
it wherever necessary. Now we Lnow the depth of the
difierence between'Khrushchev and Mao.'It is not
about the aim, not even about strategy and tactics of
world revolution but only about the use of atomic
wealnns. Here is a warning for all democrats. The
profession of peaceful and democratic method of
change proclaimed by the CPI and other communist
parties is lust a change of tactics. Non-peaceful and
extra-parliamentary methods will be used whenever
and wherever necessary. The slogan of peaceful co-
existence has no meaning as long as the communists
do not abandon non-parliamentary methods and dis-
band'cominform.

The programme assures abundance to the Soviet
citizens bvlggO. "The material and technical basis of
communiim will be built up by the end of the second
decade (1917-1980), ensuring an abundance of mate-
rial and' cultural values foi the whole population;
Soviet society will come close to a stage w-hele it can
introduce the principle of distribution according to
needs. . . ." It promises all sorts of pies in the dist-
ant sky to the Soviet people. I can only hope these
promises will not be, to borrow a proverb from Lenin,
Iike pie crusts, made only to be broken.

Mirxisrn was born fi pre-democratic and un-
industrialised Europe. That is why there is so much
emphasis on violence and class war. In Europe and
in iJorth America industrialisation has rnade a bigger
cake nossible and trade unionism as well as demo-
cracy'haue made a better, fairer distribution of the
cake necessary. And so Marxist dogma has lost its
appeal. But 

-t\Iarxism retains ils lppe_al in non-
dimocratic and economically under-developed coun-
tries. The three successive revolutions that took place
in Europe - industrialisation, vigorou,s trade unionism
and democracy - htrve to be accomplished simultane-
ously and concurrentlv by the economically -under-
developed corrntries. This is a challenge to the leader-
ship of the cottntries of Asia, ,{friga and Latin
.'\mericn. On thc resl)onse to this challenge depends
the future of freedonr and clet'uocract' in these
<rntinents.

tcrt of the progranr oI
Urrion. \1t-ith lrunot.rtir)ns
Prrblislred bv Tlrt' Nerv



Ceylon Faces Communist Challenge
Bama Swarup Sabherwal

fIEYLON is one country in this region where threell.r brands of communists, often "ditrid"d 
against

themselves over personalities and leadership rather
than doctrine but ever-ready to join forces against the
common enemy of 'reaction', are headinq for a con-
stitutional tak6-over. One wonders rvhefher Ceylon
rvould be another Kerala in the near future!

The rural masses of the island have at no time
been seriously interested in communism. They are
tied to the soil, too poor to fancy anything outside
their own traditions. Buddhism, the glory that was
Lanka in the days of their great kings, Paralrama
Bahu or Dutu Gemunu, or among the Tamils the great
king Elara, these have been the only weapons that
the-political demagogue has been abld to use where
the peasantry is con-cerned.

That is why in a straight election, the commu-
nists fared very badly. A ferv leaders like Dr. N. M.
Perera, the leider of ttr" Trotskyite Lanka Sama
Samaja Party (Ceylon Socialist Party) or Philip
Gunwardene, leader of the Trotskyite Mahaiana
Eksath Persamuna (People's United Front) or Dr.
S. A. Wickremesinghe (Piesident of the Ceylon Com-
munist Party) scraped out of successive national elec-
tions not dn Ma*ist doctrine but rather on their
personal popularity or appeal to Buddhist and
national sentiments.

Both the Troskyites and the Communists have to
fall back on middle class snobbery and prejudices to
attain their aims. For example rvhen the attempted
cottp d'etat on Janualy 27 lnst year became neil's,
Comrade Philip Gnnawaldene was loudest in crying
down that it was a rightist plot. The only basis to.this
allegation was that some of the suspects u'ere right-
ists.- So, said Comrade Philip, all rightists in key
government offices must be removed. He has been
echoed by the weekly newsheets of the left wing rvho
have found in the foiled coup an opportune moment
to strike at the inexorable enemy of communism.
So today for the left r.r'ing, the plot has become
a magic'fonnula to play oi the piejudices of some
sections of the Buddhist population u'ho have been
piqued at the situation that rightists with their better
idication and efficien cy are iiolding important posi-
tions in the island.

It is a rvell known fact of modern historv that
Hitler set ffre to the 

-neichstag 
to make a scapegoat

of communists. Recently all tlre left rving joined to-
gether to cripDle the 

'govelnrnent rvith a general
itrikc u'hen ovcr a rnilli<irr s'orkers in urban ar:cas all
ovel the island rvere to down tools. The Government
rnet the challenge and the strike was an utter failure.

Srrch N{achiavcllian tactics hirve reachecl their
mark, brrt thev have also boornetanged, resulting in
honest lluddhists ult<t htve rro illusions iibortt cotu-
munist stratcgy asking thetrselves: Could it be that
the Comrnuniis themielves rvere llehind the attempt-
cd corrp?

But the Red challenge has yet to be met; The
declared foreign policy of Ceylon is neutrality. But
it is not a neutrality of conviction but convenience,
and when a small rritio., adopts such a policy, it findi
it next to impossible to maintain neutralism. So Ceylon
has become a hot bed for international communist
wire-pulling. Streets are fooded with cheap commu-
nist literature published in Moscow or Peking. Young
Ceylonese areient on scholarships or conducted tours
of communist countries, and they return home with
eulosies for the Man<ist wav of life.

Diring the British days,'Ceylon used to be des-
cribed ai the "sentinel isiand of th" British Empire".
Today they quip that "Ceylon is the sentinel island
of the Soviet Empire".

Though this is an exaggeration, yet there is some-
thing to it. Press is impo*an! in 4 free country, but
Cevi6n has no press is such. There are only two
sroups of newspapers. one echoing the other. There
is a'sa.n"tt"ss it -both groups, ani even here even
though the official policybf these papers is right wing,
therJare young left wing sub-editors and Red editors
iudiciously sprinkled about in them, and'they do not
hesitate t6 plug in stealthily a little news item against
the West, oi a"feature lauding the Soviet way *he-n-
ever they could, or blacking -out news favouring the
Free World thinkins. ' 'i

Sornetimes direet6rs ofjhese papers turn a blind
eye, fearing an overall attd6k, an-d disclosure of their
nrivate afrairs.' But the rnore real danger since 1956 has been in
the nolitical Darvenu whd has found in "socialism" a

!'rcrative bus'iness to keep him from parochial in-
significance. His numb-er is becoming- legion, and he'
his inffltrated into trade unions, youth organizations,
and others going under the name of democracy, like
the Cevlon Democratic Lawyers' Association, or
Cevlon iournalist Association'

Unlike in certain other corrntries, in Ceylon com-
rnnnism up to no$' has no military b-acking to bring
about tlieievolution. T'he onll'way tlrat communism
could h'irrmph in Cevlon is by infiltrating into Trade
Unions, the Public Service and the Armed Forces,
;e t; snonsoring Front organizations such as the
p"u"r'Coirttcil, thE Internatidnal Union of Students,
or the International Association of Democratic'
Lawyers.

Wl-rat about the ProsPects?
A communist backecl military revolution is almost

fantastic to think of in the present circurnstances' T'uvo

past elections in t96O havl leasonably demonstrated
ihat the c'lrances <lf the electorate lefurning a com-

rntrnist governure.trt ale negligiblc. The^Communist
Party it;lf lras l>ccn ablc to obttiirr olrl)'forrr st:ats it.r

srrite of a non-contest agreement lvith the ruling
Freeclorn Pnrty of lvlrs. Silimavo Bandaranaike'

(Continurd ut ltttgt' 10.)



Dohad Parliamentary Byt-Election
Kamalashanker Pandya

HE ffrst parliamentary bye-election after the for democracy or unify people for nation-briilding
activities in this backward tract.

The second and equally decisive factor was the
personality of lvlahaiaja Shree Jaideepsinhjee of
Devsarh Baria of Swatanba Party who had won the
,Lsseinbly seat in the last general election by scoring
90% of. the votes cast, He is a young, energetic, tire-
less, selfless worker with a passion for democracy,
civil liberties, social justice and educational work.

The third factor *as the climate created in this
reqion after the All India Central Government Em-
pl5yees' General Strike of 12th July, 1960, the-day the Police shot down 5 workers. The Gujerat
Government had created a situation to terrorise- and
subiusate the neople and then to utilise them for
o".fi#n 

"nds. 
i'he Guierat Government had to con-

iede a iudicial enouirv'and during those davs a close
Iink betrveen the^ working clasi and th6 general
oublic had been forsed on the basis of civil liberties,
iocial justice, and igainst authoritarian trends and
infuenbes. This was a turning point in this backward
region which required to be purged of dark forces.

the fourth ,"a'ro., was the iwa-reness created in the
oeoole about the true nature of Chinese communist
^aggiession, rvho would not be ideologically swayed
the other rvay.

The peopl6 of this region, as elsewhere, want a
good, responsible and constructive optrrosition to ex-
iress' theinselves on problems cottcet-tittg them. The
6pposition here has grown from the soil, has con-
sfrictive and nation-building activities and institu-
tions as its base and is ideologically and politically
mature.

In this constituency there are no well-knit political
parties except the Congress. There are splinter
iroups, such-as Lohia Socialists in Jhalod, non-parEv
ivorkers led bv the veteran leader, Shri Ramanlal
Sheth of Dohad, Shree Jaideepsinhjee's personal in-
fluence and some Swatantra P-rty pockets. All these
forces refused to be divided on personal or ideological
grounds and realised the serious situation through
ivhich the country is passing. They stood shoulder to
shoulder to registe.r their protest agairrst the irnrealistic
foreiqn and tlemestic policies of the ruling partv.

All these forces built uD unitv at all levels and this
basic democratic unity had repercussions far and wide
i,rnd this consciousness above all counts for the
success of the opposition candidate inspite of cam-
paigning by the^Ministers of Gujera-t State, who as

Miriisteis in office are not supposed to canvass in
bve-elections.'The ffrst pirrliarnentary bye-election in India has
thus given a verdict against'the political policies of
the mling party.

The ucoolc. iau.' it to their cost that ottr hard-rvon
Freecloir. ivithin 15 vears of having achieved it, is
rrndcr icopardv irrrd tlrcsc ,rr',tr-r.,'rott llcoplc- tlll-
deterrecl, placed the itleology of FREEDOII FIRST
in one of ihe rnost backward regions of the Countrv.
Tlris ir'lcologv has rcircltcd onr lteople.

of the candidate of the ruling Congress Party at the
hand of the opposition candidate, who happened to
belong to the- Swatantra Party. lVhy has it so

o"ff#"uul, 
a small town in Panchmahals district of

I Chinese communist agqression and the declara-
tion of national em-ergency-las resulted in the defe-at

(Continued from Ttage 9)

But the danger lurks, and is becoming more and
more serious. It lies in inffltration.

A competent atrthority on the subject recently tolcl
me that the possibility of sor.netliing that happcnccl
in Czechoslovakia cannot be ruled orrt in Ceylon, rrn-
Iess the right rving remaius vigilant ancl rncets tlre
challenge.

l0

Guierat on the Western Railway on Bombay-Delhi
.""fion and adojoining to it is'a modern Western
Railway Colony, Freelandgunj, by name.

This is a reserved seat and the constituency com-
prises of the tribal people in 4 taluquas of Panchmahals
District and 4 taluquas of Baroda district. The seat
\vas held by the Swatantra member who, in the last
general election, won it by a margin of 400O votes
iiefeating his congress and PSP-SP rivals. This time,
though ihe votinpf was only 37%, the margin has gone
up to more than 14000 votes. Why this should happen
iri these taluquas, once the impregnable stronghold of
the Congress and where the Congress has invested
lakhs an-d lakhs of rupees so far in building up its
organisation through various agencies.

The first and foiemost reason is the grand alliance
of all democratic forces as represented by the PSP,
SP, Jana Sangh and independent social workers and
inteliectuals, bpposed to the growing authoritarian
trends in the present Congress, whose policies are
indirectly taken- advantage df by the gonimunists for
undermining national unity. Though the winning
candidate is a Swatantra member, the urges and the
forces behind him vvere more dynamic and wide-
slrread. Dohad was once a centre of political con'
siio.rsness, unparalleled in Gujerat, as the head"
quarters of the Congress Socialist Party and the Con-
dress-controlled Bhii Seva Mandal. Democratic ideas,
fheir conception and practice and widening horizons
had well 6een plant^ed among the people by the
workers of the eongress Socialist Party and subse-
quently by the sarie workers who, 'after having
abi,rteil p6litics, worked in all nation-building acti-
vities. Tlieir efforts produced huge eclucational insti-
tutions in Panchmahals by unifying the people of the
district and the intelligentsia had thus an opening
for their creative energy. This force of mature workers
and democrats was i'decisive ideological factor in
as much as the wide ramifications were felt every-
where in this scattered constituency. The Congress.
a house divided against its own self, seething with
power politics at all levels could not create an urge



Reviest
Comm,unist China and Asia

A Challenge to American Foreign Policy:
by A. Doak Barnett.
A Vintage Book, Third Printing, N{ay 1962.
Price $ 1.85. Pp. 575

"rTOMMUNIST China and Asia" whicl'r ftrst appear-
\r ed in 1960 is already regarded as one of the most

outstanding contributions to the study of communist
China and of the problems it poses for American
foreign policy. Both' its analysis 

^and its sugge,stions
are as pertinent now as they were when the book was
first p^.rblith"d. Although' recent developments in
Sino-Indian relations call for revision in some res-
pects, the central argument of the book still stands.

The volume presents a fine e.xatnple of cooperative
research. Doak Barnett is on the stafi of the Ford
Foundation and he foad the assistance of the Council
on Foreign Relations. This influential body set up a
study group, representative of various shades of
opinion. The collective contribution of this sfudy
gioup is u'rought into the contents of this book. The
author, however, assumes the entire responsibility for
the views expressed. Barnett is not merely content
with analysing the problems of American foreign
policy; he is anxious to guide the State Department
on the possible lines of futuie policy in relation to
Communist China. It would thus appear that the
author has a political axe to grind but this in no way
diminishes the value of the book.

As the -title indicates, the. author is conce-rned. with
the analysis of the impact of Communist China <in the
countries of south and south-east Asia and with the
implications of this impact for United States foreign
policy. The volume in efiect contributes to our under-
standing of the foreign policies of both countries.
Barnett discusses the main features of the Communist
regime - its totalitarian structure, its rapid economic
devqlopment, its expansionist aims and its evolving
tactics in foreign policy. He also discusses the irnpli-
cations of Sino-Soviet alliance, the problems created
by the overseas Chinese in the countries in which they
have settled and the consequences of America's policl'
of non-recognition of Comrnunist China.

In a ltrcid chapter on The Roots of lt[ao's'Strateg11,
Mr. Barnett describes the ideological basis of Chinese
foreign policy. The following remarks provide an
excellent background to India's present attenrpts to
negotiate with the Chinese:

"Communist leaclers visualise speciffc situations in
a context verv different from that generally accepted
by leaders of status quo powels, or even by those
leaders of national revohrtions s'lro think prirlarily
in telnrs of national rather than world-s'ide irirns
Peking's leaders are not fuudanretltally concernecl
v'ith 'freezing the existing positions, . 

"stabili-sing"
situations, ol' pernranenfh' "solvirrg" problt rns.
Instcacl. thcv arli intcrc:;tcd irr prornotinq c'hatrtlt'
provicled each clirrnge. lios'evtit' snrirll 

-in 
itself,

enhances their porver. If thev agrce to "settle" issues

..bv icohnromise it is because they have come to{ b"lielr" ^that compromis6:is an un'avoidable neces-
sitv. or because thev are confident that the situation
*tii'"tt has been tt5mporarily stabilised will again
slfft in favour of their own revolutionary forces. . . .
As they analyze a problem,,they do not ask how an
issue can be solved permanently, but how they can
exploit the existing situation to lay the best possible
groundwork for future advances." (p. 71 )
To the Chinese, neutrality has no meaning. In 1949,

Mao Tse-Tung declared that "neutrality is merely a
camouflage and a third road does not exist". It is now
senerallr'- conceded that one of the several reasons
ior the massive Chinese attack on India in 1962 was
their desire to demonstrate to the countries of South-
East Asia that India is despite all her declarations to
the contrary - aligned with the imperialistic nations
of the Wee [. IndeeE , ilte Peking Retieu; of December
28, 1962 gave full expression to this view.

American foreign policy in relation to China was
in the earlier years conducted under an emotional
stress; a more cautious and restrained approach is
now emerging. Barnett suggests the lines on which
American Toreign policy could realistically develop-
Recognising the dangers of over-simplification he
presents and examines the following broad polic,r'
alternatives:

L Full accommodation to Communist China; 2. A
"liberation" policy involving all-out pressure against
Peking, 3. A policy aimed at isolating Peking and
applying limited pressure against it. 4. A "two-Chinas"
policy aimed at stabilising and giving international
recognition for a new status quo based on a dividecl
China.

The advocacy of the "Two-Chirra" policy came
in for special comment and criticism r.r'hen the book
r,vas first published. The main objection to this pro-
posal was that it was not likely to be accepted.
Barnett recognises these difficulties. Indeed he even
suggests that these "solutions" will create new pro-
blems but he insists that by moving in this direction
and thereby altering its basic posture to China, the
United States would succeed in enlisting greater
world support for its policies. Barnett makes a plea
for a long term realistic policy calculated to build up
the defences of peace in the underdeveloped countries
of South-East r\sia b1' helpinq them to build up more
viable econonric sttnctures. "What is needed to meet
the challenge of Communist China is fundamentally,
not so much an effective China policy as an effective
Asia policl'." One notices that there is already the
change coming over American foreign policy; a more
positive approach is being taken now to the economic
and political problems of underdeveloped countries
ancl through these to the problem of countering the
Irrre of conrrnnnisnt.

S. P. Aiyar

Tihet Fights for Freedom
\rr Orit'rrL [,otrgrttittts Publicatior'

Price Rs. 15

1l



With Many Voices
"The deep

{r*.'# trih,f 3l'Ju T'?xl8"Tiitx 
rriends'

-Tonngson.

Nehru is indispensable only so long as Indians be- A born demolisher of received i49as, C. R.. is a devil
ti""" [" is. Ther! is no real vacuum"of leadership in of a man with a monstrous gift of being right against
India, only a vacuum of recognition. a whole counFy...'..._:...' '-Mt. Welles HangEn, Opinion, March 26. -Eastern Economisf, March 29.

Could it be that once you had the ear of the Prime
lvlinister you could open your nrouth rvide enough to
put your foot into it?

-Thought, March 80.

Vigilantly guard your freedom, because the Soviet
Comirunisis are ready to go to any extreme in order
to take away your independence.

-Mr. V. S. Tarasov, Hindustan Tirnes, April 2.

I ..

Bagiltcred No. 8-3354

We rvill build a vr;all-arotrnd'Cuba -' not a wall of
rnortar or brick or barbed wire, but a wall of dedicated
men determined to protect their freedom and sovere-
ignty.

-President Kennedy, Time, Match 29.

He ( Mr. Khandubhai Desai, Chairman of Oil-India
and TNTUC leader) castigated the public sector for
possessing "a feudal mind" and for being deficient
in human- values. Public sector enterprises 'were now
in that stage of development out of which the
private sector had emerged three generations.aggt.-- 

-lndian Express, APril'5.

A government can successfully lie no more than
on"" io its people. Thereafter, eierything it says and
does becomes suspect.

-Mr. Gene Robb of Albany, N. Y., Vice-President
of the American NewspaDer Publishers Associa-

tion, U.S. News & World Report, April4'

The comrnunists believe neither in non-violence nor
in peace.- 

-\4r. C. B. Gupta, Chief Minister of U.P',
Times of lndia, April 6.

Who have been the targets of Communist aggres-
.sion? Not the members of SEATO. By and large it has
been the unaligned nations.

-Lord Home' 
E:;ffirX:' r'n!, iii?'6:

The Defence of India Rules have been reduced to
the Defence of Nehru Rules.

-N4r. Kashi Nath N4isra, Current, N4arch 30.

To the Editor,
Fnrrioor'r Frnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Service.

127, \4ahatma Gandhi Road.

Bombay 1.

Please enrol ,ne ut a wbscriber lo Fnrrnou Frnsr.

I rcnit the annual subscription ol Rs. 300

Name: .

Acldress:
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N{r. Nehru said after the Chinese Communist attack i

that India had been living in a world of unreality of
its own creation. It seems lncredible that India should
ever move back into that world. Yet, most observers
here believe that, to a large extent, that is exactly what
has happened. 5

-U.S. Nervs & World Report, April 8. S"s

The cows can't read directives. All they want is a

iust exchange: 'You give me fodder, I give you milk.'

-lvlr. Khrushchev, Time, March 22.

The Gandhi cap is no longer an emblem of--pgri!f.

-K. K.-Shah, Genlral Secretary, All India
Congress Committee, Tfmes of lndia, ApnL 22. 

rrl
It is dangerous for a nation to be governedbY men,z

r'ith fixations' 
-Rajaji, suaraiya, April G.

The freedom of Indonesia is the freedom of China,
and the life of Indonesia is the life of China.

-President Sukarno, quoted in Ti'mes of 11d14'
April 13.

Because men are incaPable of
good reason for their being ants.

We talk about national unity to meet the Chinese
threat and yet go around disrupting -that- unity by
criticizing the Swatantra Party and- the 

- Jan Sangh
rvllo rrre' rttort' scriotts in fiqlriiug tlrc Cllincsc tharl
rrranv others.

I\,Ir. Hanumanthaylzs, Link, Aptil 14'

being angel, i, ,to , /

-Opinion, April, 9.
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