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Santhanam Committee
Report on Corruption

Smi. Gayatri Devi

THE Ministry of Home Affairs has charge of soI many important departments that it is very diffi-
cult to know which out of the many one should speak
about.

To my mind tlis lvlinistly is the most vital of all
because it is the foundation on rvhich all other Minist-
ries are based. If 'the working of the lvlinistry of
Home Affairs is smooth, clean and efficient, then we
shall be strong within our country and capable of
facing problems from outside. To be strong from with-
in we must lrF.ve a clean administration.

The fact that.he appointed the Santhanarn Com-
rnittee is proof ihat ttre Home Minister rvas sincere
when he pledged to eradieate comrption in this
countrl' *'ithin two years.

The Santhanam Committee deserves congrafula-
tions for a report on the subject of ministerial cor-
ruption, a subject rvhich the ruliug party has hitherto
treated rvith resentment and silence. On a previous
occasion I sai<l in this House, that corruption in this
country has reached a rnagnitude rvhich in its peril
seriously cornpetes rvith the Chinese aggression. In
my recent contacts in different parts of the country
I found a deep resentnrent to this fonn of cormp-
tion. I mention this to contradict the cynical asser-
tions sorne times made, tltat corrupti<ln rvould not be
so rvidespread unless the people wanted it.

The question the House has to ask itself is - cloes
it really $'ant to eradicate this evil at all levels, in-
cluding the highest? Because unless you eradicarte
this evil at all levels, you are not going to eiadicate
it at any of the lorver levels, on the sirnplc principle,
that the tone of an orglnisation is set at its highest and
not ai its lowel or lorvest levels. On this principle
alone the leadership has failed this country. No
amount of reports or recommendations will rvipe out
this evil unless this House sets about it in a cleter-
mined manner.

Ministerial corruption cannot be easy to unearth,
rnuch less to prove, though often it is practised
blatantly. It is rnost necessary, therefore, that the
definition of corruption tnttst be rnade so rvide, as to
include the various 's'ays in s'lriclt a \'linister's favour

is sought to be secured. It must include the use by
the Minister of the apparatus and machinery of admin-
istration for his or his Party's purposes. For instance
last November when the Congress held its Session at
Jaipur, Covernment money and personnel were openly
utilised which is against all law and convention. At
this point I should like to add that it is u'rong of the
Ruling Party to allow such institutions as the Bharat
Sewak Samaj to undertake public woqkq, which is.the
responiibility of the Goveinment Departments, but
the Government often gives them work to provide
them with some sort of remuneration. I mention this
becarBe it has been brought to my notice that the
maintenance of part of the road between Jaipur and
Agra, which is National Highway No, 11, and other
roads in Rajasthan have been allotted to the Bharat
Sewak Samaj, and they are not capable of doing the
job properly. The public should not have to suffer
because of the Ruling Party supporting their own
social organisations.

I should also like to mention that it is often found
in constituencies, which have not voted for the Con-
gress, that the poorer nrembers of society are not
aUorved their normal rights, and that basking under
the protection of the Congress, I\,Iinisters and other
officials openly tell them that "you can't have this or
that as you didn't vote for us". I have many proofs of
this but do not propose to elaborate on them now, but
the Horne lvlinistry must be very ffrm about eradicat-
ing this evil. This tendency of identifying the Govern-
nrent o{ficiir]s flom highest level to Panchayats witlt
the Ruling Party is a serious challenge to democracy.
And uot only that but this too is a form of corruption.

This House rvill also have to consider how far the
conditions about the grant of licences and permits and
Government contracts have produced corrupt practi-
ces. It is clear that the distribution of licences, permits,
quotas should rest in an ind.ependent organisation
which objectively considers such applicationi in the
light of our national planning, and there should be
periodical reviews of such grants and the implementa-
tion of these grants. But this is an independent matter
u'lrich l shall refer to on another occasion.

At present I am asking the House to deffne corrup'
tion to include any attempts at infuence-peddling or
goodwill-buying. This influence-peddling or goodwill-
buying has taken rnan.v forms in this country. It does

not alu'ays take the fonn of money, nor is it alrvays
for immccliate returns. Sirnilarly, the gift is not always
rnade to the lr'Iinister btrt often to sotne othcr person
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such as a sou, nephew, son-in-law, otc. In the Com-
panies' Act, a provision has been incorporated to
penalise Directors who show any undue favour to
their relatives and the term 'telatives" includes a list
of frirtynine persons, ranging from parents, daughters-
in-larv, mother's brother's wife, father's sister's
Irusband, etc., and such relationship that may arise by
adoption, rvhether by full blood or half blood and
whether by legitimate or illegitimate descent or ascent.
What is sauce for the business goose must be sauce
tor the N{inisterial gander.

One of the ffnest Prime lvlinisters of England, Lord
Asquith, had to reply to the House of Commons on a
cornpletely unfounded charge, that he took part in
the appointment of a son-in-law as Chairman of the
Sudan Cotton Corporation. I would, therefore, earn-
estly suggest that once the fact of such a minister or
his relirtive is proved to have amassed wealth, exces-
sive or disproportionate to his circumstances, then
by law the onus should be placed upon the Minister
.to prove that this wealth was legitimately acquired.
There is no reason why a rvide distinction has been
rnacle betrveen the Offi.cers and the Ministers, rvhere-
by the Officers' properties are subject to periodical
declaration, even for acquiring a table or chest-of-
drau'ers and the N,Iinister is not subject to the
slightest obligation to reveal his propertyl

In the latest budget proposals, there is a provision
by rvhich the Finance Minislry proposes to take away
the secrecy rvhich attaches to the Inconre-Tax
assessee's returns to the Income-Tax Department. I
think this may lead to hanassment. But if the Govern-
ment submits an ordinary citizen to this form of
complete disclosure of his manner of earning to
everl'body, surely the Government cannot object to
the clisclosure by the highest of public servants - the
\linister - of his earnings. All such returns should be
ruracle :rvail:rble to a tribunal which may be consti-
tuted uuder the Santhanam Committee proposals.
Unless the proposed tribunal is peunitted to obtain
all matorial available in all departments, the parti-
cular matter referred to a tribunal u'ill not yield satis-
factory conclusions.

It may be pertinent to consider the suggestion of
tlre Committee as regards the body to be appointed
to inquire into the allegations against the Ministers.
The airn shoulcl be to simplify the proceedings as

much as possible and to reach a conclusion in the
shortest time. It would be better to leave the appoint-
ment of the tribunal to the President, in consultation
with the Chief Justice of India at the Centre, and in
the States to the Governor in consultation with the
State Chief Justice. At this iuncture I sliould like to
deviate a bit and to suggest that as far as possible,
State Governors should not ltave any party affiliation,
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the tribunal may perhaps consist only of one ratfier
than three members suggested and it is better that
this one menrber should be a sitting judge of the
Suprerne Court or any one of the High Courts.

The $anthanam Committee deserves to be parti-
cularly congratulated, for that part of their recom-
mendations where they l"y down the conditions
under rvhich inquiry into allegations against Ministers
are to be ordered. It is natural to assume that they
are dissatisffed with the manner in which in the past
even serious allegations, such as those which had
been made by no less a rnan than the former Finance
Minister, Mr. C. D. Deshmukh, had been cavalierly
treated.

There is one rnore matter which I would like to
raise here and that concerns penalty. Qnce a Minister
is found to be guilty of corruption, the mere loss of
lvlinistership or ineligibility for any elective post is
not going to be a deterrent to thi: kind of person.
The penalty must involve conffscation of property
unaccounted for, and he should'be treated like a

crirninal of the lowest type, deprived of all civic
rights. This may sound rather drastic but I would
like you to consider that unless this House sets about
this reform in a ruthless manner, the country will go
down rapidly inspite of all its plans and its admini-
stration.

The Courmittc'e has pointed out that there is a
rvidespread impression of failure of integrity among
rrrinisters in the country'. That is an understatement.
Indeed, there is harcllv a man outside the Congress
ranks s'ho does not hold the r"ies' that the failure
of integritl, is due to the unrvillingness of the Govern-
nrent to take the tnatter in hand, under the belief
that the image of tlre Congress *'ill be tarnished in
the eyes of the comnrot'r man. I n'ould ask this House
to consider seriouslv that the image likely to be
tarnislrccl is not rnerclv that of tlie Congressrnan but
of everyone of tts, of every person *'lto takes to
political lifc, cven in all sirtcerity. Twenty' yeal's ago,
i politician was regarded as an unselfish ftghter for
our freedom. Gandhiii, tlre ffrst among them, regarded
political freedom as only a means to an end, a social
regeneration. Horv is it that rvithin a couple of
decatles the fair narne of a legislator, a politician, has

become a synonym for a dacoit and a humbug? It
is high tirne rve all of us, act so ruthlessly tou'ards
the corrrrpt and the contemptible among us, tl,at the
clacoit no longer is attracted to political and civic life,
ancl the name of the politician is regarded as another
term for an earnest social refortner' Lord lr'lorley used

to sa1' that the highest virtue in a modern man was

public senice; it is for rrs to restore the esteenr in
rvhich the public servant should be held.

so as to inspire conficlence of justice to all sections (TexL of tlw sueech delirsercd. duritry, tlrc Dentands lor Crants
of tlro ptrblic. To eome back to the point, I suggcst 'oj-tlic ilo,nc ittiriisrty in tlrc Lok Sabha on April I3).



Dange Letters
M. R,. Masani

fN " free society it is important that the people
r should know the truth and that no obshuction
should be put in the way of their knowing what is
happening, whether in their country or elsewhere and
of knowing of what goes on in the political life of our
country.

Now, there are two separate issues about which
I would like to talk this afternoon. Both relate
to the right of the people to know the truth. The ffrst
subject is about Mr. Dange's letters in our National
Archives which have become a subject matter of
controversy recently.

The Home Mi.rister in response to a request made
that the people of India should know whether these
letters alleged to be written by Mr. Dange are or are
not authentic, has taken the line that there is no
occasion for Government to examine rvhether these
letters are genuine or not. I say with all respect,
this appears to me to be an evasion of duty on the
part of the Government to leave the people in the
dark as to rvhether these are authentic documents or
not. This is something which concerns a leader of a
political party which, in other countries, is banned
as subversive or disruptive but to rvhich our Govern-
ment gives full liberties and all facilities. This party
has denounced these documents as a forgery attributed
either to the British Government or the present
Government of India. It is necessarl' for the Govern-
ment to establish the veraci$ of these documents by
proper handwritten or other evidence and then to
guide the people about its veracity'.

Norv the facts are briefly' these as is evidenced by
the ffle. The story starts before the launching of the
I(anpur prosecution. Col. Kaye, the Director of the
Intelligence Bureau, commenting on the question
rvhether Shri Dange should be prosecuted or not,
writes on the 27th July, 1923 the following:

'All information about him (lr{r. Dange) reaches
the same conclusion that he is personally a mere
worrn; and this does support the belief that he is
not worth powder and shot."
He then refers to Dange's "confession of personal

cowardice. I think a severc official talking to by
someone in authority - not a police authority - will
probably frighten Dange very effectively; he is quite
obviously very nervous already."

On the same side, against prosecution, comes lrlr.
Montgomery, the Home Secretary of the Bombay
Government, on the 3rd August, 1923. He says, he,
that is Mr. Dtrnge, "is one of the most fruitful sources
of information as to Bolshevist activities." So, both

these oficers advised against Mr. Dange's prosecu-
tion. However, the decision was to the contrary. The
Kanpur prosecution case r,vas launched and he was
convicted.

Then there are four chapters in this story. The first
is of a5th May,L9%L, when Mr. Dange wrote a letter
to the District Magistrate, Kanpur, from Sitapur jail.
He says that the climate is either too hot or too eold
in these parts, the language is not his, and he would
like to be inten'iewed by his people. Could he be
transferred to Bombay? On the 25th July, L9fu1, the
Government's decision is made that there should be
no transfer till after the appeal had been disposed
of. That is the ffrst chapter.

The second chapter is that lvlr. Dange and Nalini
Bhushan Das Gupta, a fellow-prisoner, write to the
District Magistrate on the 7th luly, 19?1, expressing
their readiness to give an undertaking not to commit
any more offerrces arid requesting their release, and
they say they "are undergoing suffering we cannot
sustain." Again, the application is forwarded to Delhi,
and on the llth August, 1924, the Government's reply
is given that they are not prepared to take the
petition into consideration pending appeal.

Then comes the controversial chapter, the third
one. This time, l\lr. Dange separately forwards to the
Covemor-General a petition clated 28th July, 192{,
and in that petition he makes that objectiona6le ofier
to sen'e as an intelligence agent. NIr. Dange refers
to a conversation u'ith the Deputy Comrnissioner of
Police in Bonrbar', \Ir. Steu'art: "N4r. Stervart said:
'\'orr hold au exceptionally infuential position in
certain circles here and abroad. Government would
be glad if this position would be of some use to them.'
I think I still hold tllat position. Rather it has been
enhanced by the prosecution. If your Excellency is
pleased to think that I should use that position for
the good of Your Excellency's Governrnent and the
country, I should be glad to do so, if I am given the
opportunity by your Excellency granting my prayer
for release."

Norv, this letter is the one that has been claimed
a forgery by Mr. Dange and those who support his
point of view. Then, that letter was forwarded. On
tlrat, on the 26th September, 1921, the Home Secre-
tary in Delhi makes a noting: "This is interesting
and rather amusing." On the lst October, I92A,
Dange's letter to the Governor-General-in-Council -
the appeal - is rejectecl and relief is not given. Then,
finally, on the l6th November, 192t4, comes the fourth
comnrunication, another letter to the Governor-
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General, asking for a remission of the sentence. This
too is rejected.

Now, lvlr. Dange's claim regarding the last two
letters is that the signature has been spelt with a

T and not a D, and t'hat, therefore, these two last
letters, where tliere come the obiectionable ofier,
which was rejected, ate not authentic. '

In the light of this, the question arises - either
these papers are genuine or they are fabrications as

Mr. Dange claims.
All the circurnstantial ei'idence, the notes on them,

the jail stamp and the handw:riting generally, seem

to show that these letters are authentic. But I think
we have to be judicial and fair in this matter' We
should not be left to making our own guesses. I
think it is right, fair to lr{r. Dange and fair to tlre
people of this country, that the truth should be

established; whether these letters claimed to be a

forgery were fabrications or autheutic. Why does the
Home Minister, who was approached and has given
this reply in rvriting to me, evade this obligation?
Can it be his desire to shelter lr'lr. Dange? Is it in
appreciation of that bogus nationalism which passed

that pseudo-patriotic resolution of October-November,
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1962, in the face of opposition within his own party?
Are we trying to placate Mr. Khrushchev by protect-
ing his nran? These are questions that do arise.

A local journal in Delhi - Thought - says that NIr.
Nanda ijcannot be happy at any harm being done to
'friendly' Mr. Dange." This is not the kind of suspicion
that we, rvho want to have our public life above
suspicion, should tolerate. If we do not face the issue,

if we evade our obligations in ascertaining the truth
in this matter, then these fears will be expressed. I
do not mind saying that, for a year or trvo norv, there
are people in the INTUC rvho have been complain-
ing that Mr. Nanda, as Labour Minister, rvas too
friendly to Mr. Dange and the Communist Party.
This evasion of responsibility would strengthen that
suspicion and I therefore.urge that the Home Minister
aud the Home Ministry face their obligations and,

by handwriting evidence and other expertise, ascer-
tain whether these signatues that Mr, Dange say-s

are not his, these handwritten letters in his own hand,
are genuine or are not genuine' We should all keep
atr op"n mind on this question, This is a matter that
concetnt the country and not just one political party.
(From the specch delioered tluring -tlw Dctnands, .for Grants
of thc Hond ltlinistrg ln tlrc Lok Sablm on Aptil 14).

party. To carry this insinuation further, thel' alleged
that lr{r. Dange pa1's income-tax on an annual income
of abotrt rupees one lakh. A document in circulation
inside the 

-CPI gives biographical details of \lr.
Dange's life and asks hos' he has been able to amass

so mirch property that he has to pa;' an incotne-tax of
that orcler. \{r. Darrge is also allegcd ll'his cletractors
to oun trvo apartnrents and a "palatial" br,rngalos' in
Bombay.

There is also going on in the CPI, the story of the
disappearance of a sum of Rs. 60,000 u'hich the late
\{r. Ajoy Ghosh, the then General Secretary of the
Party, had before his death persuaded hvo "progres-
sive" businessmen to rnake available to tlre party for
its election funds. According to the story, the strm of
money rvas in tu'o elreques of Rs. 35,000 and Rs. 25,000.

These clteques are believed to .ltave been enoshed
after N{r. Dange becrrrne the Chairman of the C'P'I.
Who cashed these cheques? T'he Leftists in the party
ask this question and demand an inquiry into the
rvhole afiair. (Tlwught. Nerv Delhi, lvlarch 28)

I\'Irs. Gaury (a formcr' \linister) is alleged to have
said that lrlr. C. Achutir \lenolt, Secrctarv of the
Kerala Communist Party had n.risused his position for
personal gains. She alleged that \tr. \lenon's property

Wh en Thieves Fall Out. . . .
.. . .. .To nreet the requireurents of the Registration of
Papers (Cenhal) Rules, 1956, PATRIOT, the Nerv
Delhi English rveekly, published as required on
March 1, 1964, a statement in Form IV on its 7th pago.

In this statenrent various details were given includ-
ing names ancl adclresses of shareholders more than
one per cent of its total capital.

Of the 11 names .tlte 5th uaure is
"Shri S. Amrat". 9 Kohinoor F.oad, Rombay 14.

. . .. . "Who is tlris Shri S. Amrat?" Is it the full and
correct narne of the shareholdcr or does it stand for
"shripad Amrit" rvhich may be au abbreviatior-r for the
full name SHRIPAD A\IRIT D.'\NCE, the President
Chairman of the Communist Party of India?

(Cu'rent, Bombay, lt{arch 2l )

The opponents of Mr. Dange have found. '....his
considerable personal interest in the publishing com-
pany of Delhi. According to rumours circulating- in the
-CPl, 

the investment in the said company standing in
the name of "S. Amrit" amottnts to Rs. 30,@0
they are secretly whispering that lr{r. Dange could
noL have so much money tltrough regular nleans
because he rvas born neither with a silver spoon in
his mouth uor could he boast of large property or
movable assets beforc lte became a s'hole-timer of the

4
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included a fleet of taxis, a spacious bungalorv and
other valuable assets.

She said there were reasons to believe that the
Rightists ( in the CPI ) were getting huge ffnancial aid
frorn foreig' toutttt"t(r, 

etesnvl*,calc.tta, April 4,)

One of such charges, which may come before the
National Council (of the CPI ) is said to pertain to
passing out some secret papers to the Chinese by a

Leftist leader during the 1961 official-level talks.
The other charge is related to a partnership in an

export-import business firm of Delhi by a Left leader
who has never shared the profit with the Party though
he took advantage of his position in the Party in
furthering his business.

(Indian Exprcss, BornbaY, APril 7)

Replying to a question, Mr. Dange said that he had

no investments iri a Delhi newspaper which he men-

tioned by name. He strid: "At one stage the company
which publishes the paper wanted temporary accom-

modati6n for money. I loaned them Rs. 30,000 for a

short period for which they gave me the security of
shares.

"The application form for shares vras signed by nle'

For businlis purposes nobody rvill like my name to be

associated. So they used the name of S. Amrit' But
later on, I got my money back and there is no share

in business-norv. 
-Before I left for Moscow on lr{arch

14, I liquidated my holding in tl're newspaper'"
(Times of India, BombaY, APril 16 t

....he (Mr. Dange) is saicl to have admittecl to the

C.P.I. NaLonal Colncil that it was true that he

received an annual salan' of g 5,0{n sterling from thc

WORLD FEDERATON OF TRADE UNIONS. ' ".
. . at this rneeting Datrge confessecl that in

addition to the g 5,000 he also ANNUALLY received

about I 12,000 for his 'expenses' in connection rvith
his rvork for the All India Trade Union Council
(ATTUC).' In 1963, however, China, beciiuse of the split it
had with Soviet Russia, had refused to pay her sharc

oi contribution tb the W.F.T.U. on the ground that

this is a Soviet-dominated organisation' So for the

""ar 
f963 Dange is'said to have revealed that he only

iecei'ed I S,fu from the W'F'T'U' for his A'I'T'U'C'
expenses instead of I 12,000'

it the meeting on April 12, lr{r' Dange is further
,"id to have re-vealed-that "this year" (presumbly

ig6al tt" had so far collected Rs' 1.60,000 in N'Iaha-

rashtra for his Trade Union work' ' ' ' '-- 
Among the things Mr. Dange is-reportecl to have

revealedat the April 12 meeting to his-colleagues \f irs

lfr"-nii"g"a fact ihat his uncle was the Direcior of

one of the biggest European hotels'
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He is also reported to havo made a furthor claim,
which shoeked a number of poor Communists present
at the meeting. I{e is said to have claimed that his
(Dange's ) father orvned 10,0C{) shares in the Scindia
Steam Navigation Company. l{r. Dange did trot
reveal the present orvnership of this alleged holding.

At this meeting (April 12) Mr. I)ange, cornered
from all four sides, is further said to have admitted
that he, along with two Andhra Comtnunist leaders,
had received sums of money from the Soviet Union.
Our report states that Mr. Dange did not reveal the
quantum of the amounts alleged to have been received
nor did he indicate what was the purpose of these
alleged receipts of money from the Soviet Union.

The names of the two Andhra Communists whom
Dange is said to have mentiqned, are.said to be Mr..
C. Rajesrvara and Mr. P. Sunderayya.

It is further reported that Dange adrnitted at the
rneeting (April 12) that he imported paper from the
USSR and that he sold it at a profft to the C.P.I.

He is said to ltave claimed that he fully accounted
for his share of Soviet money received but he charged
another Comrade (from lladras) rvith having
received Rs. 30,000 from paper merchants who had
obliged in the paper deal. The Comrade Mr. Dange
named belongr to the leftist faction in the C.P.I. He
is one of Dange's main acsusers since the ffrst publi-
cation in CURRENT of the Dange letter.

"I'm afraid, Sir, the Coustitutiou makes no

"?o"irion 
for a'motion of no-conffclence in
tho StrPreme Court"'

C,ourtcsy: Hlndustan Times



Crisis In Eastern India
K. K. Sinha

A T the moment Calcutta and other parts of West
A Beng"l are quiet and one often wonders at the
quick return to normalcy as if nothing- serious had
liappened in this area in January last.'This is indeed
a peculiarity of the Bengalee l{indu - a quick.
mercurial cltange of ternper and the subsequeut
devastating action, and then a sudden drop down to
the normil mood or even an abrupt diversion of
attention towards a different, unconnected issue,

forgetting the tempest of the past. Any analogy rvith
the Nor'wester?

The 'tiots" of January started in the areas populated
by the refugees from East Pakistan who had come
several years earlier and are "settled" on the out'
skirts of Calcutta, in the district of ?'4-Parganas or
that of Nadia in the north, and they soon spread to
the heart of Calcutta city. But there are reasons to
believe that there r,r'ere also agent ptouocateurs ftom
Pakistan. As the reports of the Khulna riots trickled
<Io'*r1, these actei like ince'ndiary provocations
which set the smouldering fire aflame, and then came
the outrageous reports of killings and rape and loot
from Narayanganj, Rajshahi and Dacca in East
Pakistan, where the number of persons killed ran into
thousands, putting West llengal far behind' All this
is covered ground.

The riots were suppressed with a strong hand after
the initial hesitation and delay, and the calling of the
military was none too soon. The ruling party, busy
feasting on tlle sumptuous Patnaik dishes at Bhuba-
neswar, appeared to be overtaken by the events

which had spreacl out into the sprarvling and con'
gested city and outskirts as also in some of the
villages, and for a time it rvas non'plussed and
paralysed. The police rvas also taken aback at the
iuddin and enormous load of work and the need to
make quick decisions while tlie politicians were taking
their own time to recover from the shock. The advent
of the military thus helped them to come to their
bearings and Home Minister Nanda's arrival on the
scellc, and imparting a sense of urgency indeed
provcd a hrrning point. The minorilv community
heaved a sigh of relief but the police norv seerned to
go to tlte other extreme on occasions, and this created
i feeling of bitterness in the maiority population
against the administration. But all this is partially
implied in this vicious game of hatred. It is nothing
trei; *" have had suclr cyclic sttccession of disorder
and repression, making oue realise the cheapness of
human life.

Ivleanrvhile the detailed stories of killings in East
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Pakistan percolated through the iute curtain of
Ayub Khan and the trek of refugees began. From
dozens a day it rose to several thousands, though
spasmodically. More than 2,60,000 have already
reached by now in a short span of about 3 months.
The attention nolv shifted to the bordel roads and
railheads. This time the refugees are cr:ming (on an
average 4 to 5 thousand a day in mid-April ) rvithoirt
any possessions and the stories of males killed and
women taken arvay predominate.
' Tiere are still about 9 million non-lr{uslims in East
Pakistan of which only 0.2 million have so far crossed

the border. The sense of security has been eroded to
a much greater extent than ever befoie and it is quite
likely that at least 5 to 6 million will come out in
course of the next 2 years or so. At least we should
prepare ourselves for this magnitude of infux.

There has been a lot of talk about Dandakaranya
for some years as a maior project for rehabilitating
the refugees that had come earlier. But the fact is

that this area has not yet been made ready enough
to absorb even the earlier refugees, what of those
that are now pouring in on such a large scale at short
notice. Out o[ abouf 35,000 refugee fanrilies proposed
to be rehabilitated in this area onll' about 8,000

families have so far been settled. It is also to be
noted that 257,' of all land reclaimed u'ill have to be

handed over to the States for rehabilitating their
landless tribals. But already over 40,000 nerv refugees
have been sent to temporary camps located there and
theil living condition is horrible, to sa)' the least.
Some of these encnmpnent sites are verl' dry, hot
and bare and the refugees coming from a humid
climate ffnd it unbearable in temporary tents, u'ith
extremely inadequate provision for rvater. Epidenric
is already prevalent and the press reports are that
there are ai least 15 deaths a day. The overrvhelmed
staff there are doing their very best, but they cannot
rnake miracles. They are overworked and cramped
rvith many diftculties, one of them being receiving
VIPs and Congress leaders u'ho come to 'see' thingl
but not to help. It seems the political leadership had
not expected the rush and hacl llot arranged-for the
r,""essary adminishative stafi and materials' The same

old story, eht But it should be noted by the autho-
rities concerned that unless things improve rapidll',
the Opposition groups in Bengal may begin talking
against Dandakaranya and ask the refugees -not- 

to
gi there or to come back from there to Berrgal' After
all the elections are approaching.

These hapless refufees are victims of political con-
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flicts including the Partition of the subcontinent. As
such they cannot be considered a problem only for
the Bengalees, they ale a national problem. It is
therefore a correct policy lhat oll the States of India
undertirke adequate responsibility to rehabilitate these
refugees. Thele has been some generous response
from at least some of thern. But mere intention is not
enough. Very quick execution is necessary on an
enrergency basis.

There was a tendeucy towards ignoring this
calamity or at least minimising its extent on the part
of the world pless due to-its peculiar political attitude
towards Pakistan vis-a-vis India, but this got itself
corrected at least partially when the exodus included
tens of thousands Christian tribals. The world's
Christian missionaries rushed to the scene with aid
and publicity equipments and now the people out-
,side are becorning slowly aware of the magnitude of
the problem. Even then the world focus is still on the
religion of the refugees and more attention goes to
the Christians than to the Hindus.

The recent recrudescence of 'riots' in Jamshedpur,
liourkela and other parts of South Bihar and Orissa
indicated that the tribals have taken the exodus from
East Pakistan rather seriously and are retaliating
against it by attacking the Muslims in these localities.
Ot course the highly strung communalists had been
busy spreading rumour and hatred among them.

To the Bengalees this development has, peculiarly
cnuugh, been a matter of gratiffcation because it
proved that Bengalees are not the only ones who are
guilty of "riots", and also because. now that the
Christian tribals are at it, a nerv slant will be given
to this persistent problem. (Incidentally, the Belghoria
killings a ferv days earlier were not purely a com-
munal affair; they were mixed up with an industrial
clispute ). Tiret' also 'relished' these 'riots' because what
the Bengalees were prevented from doing by the
military. these rhore aggressive and uninhibited
tribals have done in quick time. This gives an inkling
into the present-day mood of the Bengali mind. They
feel they have not yet taken full revenge of what has

happened in East Pakistan.
Here it should be mentioned that Bengali intellec-

tuals have noted that very few educated Bengali
Muslims in East Pakistan supported the killings of
I{indus. In fact at least M Muslims are reported to
have given their lives to save Hindus. This is a very
significant fact which did not get the prominence it
deserves, The Bengali press in Calcutta fully en-
courages the franchise movement in East Pakistan.

The Muslims in Calcutta and elsewhere are a
little nervous quite understandably. They know that
to go to Pakistan - especially to East Pakistan - is to
invite a rvorse situation economically and socially'
This is particularly true of those who are not Bengali
speaking. So there is a trend in them to accept the

Freedont Fitsl

future fatalistically and there is another which feels
that one nrust retain the guts to fight out in self-
defence if it comes to that, whatever tlte consequence,
for when death is certain, whv not face it squarely;
this policy of desperate selfdefence has paid divi'
clends in January last, they feel. There is also a trend
to move to Pakistan, and some of them are preparing
to go, though still hoping that this may not ultimately
be necessary. Of course the tendency to shift to
Muslim localities has been going on.

In this mood of conflict, uncertainty and tension,
the few outstanding l\{uslims who are cultually
above the average and have had no mental involve-
rnent with Pakistan, feel helpless and isolated from
both the communities and in their utter loneliness
and mental agony some of tltem ale breaking down
in terms of nerves and stamina, And this again is
giviug shocks to their Ilindu friends. The intellectual
communication is thus under great strain'

It is also true that in such an atmosphere of des-
peration as rvell as frustration, Pakistani spying and
propaganda is rampant. Its netrvork has been laid for
quile 

-a long tirne and there must be several-,spy
rings and operating centres in this city as well as

State. lVhen the relations betrveen the trvo commu-
nities are strained it is rather difficult at this late
stage to uncover all these rings and centres; forthese

"etitret are based not only on purely political
motivations but also on large-scale snruggling of goods
betrveen the hro countries s'ith rvhich some nefarious
businessnten are also interlocked.

Since the latest exodus of refugees from Pakistan
has begun there have developed scnre interesting
political slogans. The most important of these are

irvo: Population Exchartge aud Ecouomic Boycott of
Pakistan. It is thc former that is gaining momentum.
Thc iclc'a is that let there bc a full exchange of
minorities betx'ecn Pakistan and India; that is, let us

rvelcome I erore non-lr{uslims fronr Pakistan and let
Pakistan accept 5 crores of llluslirns in exchang-e, in
an orderly fashion and thus be done rvith this problem
for good. The other variant is tlrat let 1 crore of
East- Pakistan Hindus be replaced b1' 1 crore of
Muslims from the eastem zone of India' There have
been an increasing number of public rneetings on this
issue and this is raising an alarm in the lr{uslim mind'

On the other slogan of economic sanction there
is a move to start i saryagraha in front of Goods

Trains carrying coal, etc' to Pakistan' If it starts,

lvho knows thii m"y catch the mass mind and rve may
be landed rvith another dislocation.

This move is coming from the non'colnmunist
C)pposition and as a result a new political realign-

''r.r"nt 
It enterging - PSP, Socialist Party, Fonv-ard

Bloc ancl Worke.rs Party. It is expected tlrat they
nrav merge iuto a sirtgle ltalty latcr. Tlte conrmutlists
are' again caught into a trap. Qtrite a big fraction of

I



V
Fteebr Firs,

their leadership as well as their supporters in West
Bengal are lvluslims and they are bying their best
to preach communal hannony but their refugee-base
is revolting. This rnakes them paralysed, in addition
to their own internal split.

lvleanwhile there is persistent rumour tlat Pakistan
is taking active steps to clear all border areas of non-
Muslims. That explains the large exodus of Christian
tribals and Buddhists into Assam and Tripura. This
is rather ominous, if true and on an efiective scale,

'fo surn up the total situation, therefore, one might
conclude that the situation in the eastern zone has
become more confused and the political mood more
unstable and brittle. The communal mind is fast
pervadirrg even the services and the police in not only

. West Bengal but also Orissa and Bihar. On the other
hand it appears that Pakistan is determined to rake
up this "evicition" issue as a major one, c la Kashmir,
in the east and with this to exert its &plomatic and
political pressure upon India, in collusion with
China, if no peace between the two countries is
arrived at on terms satisfactory to the Ayub regime.
This "eviction" issue has become 'necessary' in order
to involve East Pakistanis against India, which

Mas 1W4

Kashmir has failed to do; as this eastern wing is
giving a severe and chronic headache to Rawalpindi
and is fast deveioping towards an explosion.

If this b.e the Pakistani strategy, India must expect
a contiuuation and even all aggravation of the pre-
sent situation. The tension between the trvo com-
munities will grow. Larv and order problem will be-
come more complex. The infux of refugees will in-
crease in dimensions and the overall relations bet-
ween India and Pakistan will be greatly strained.

Essentially and basically, the problem that is
emerging in eastern India is not merely a human
one, not merely one of administering at short notice
the transit of vast nurnbers of refugees from the points
of entry to far away places of rehabilitation, and of
maintaining law and order and providing security
to rninorities, but a political one. It will have no end,
not even a chance of diminution without tackling
boldly the entire Indo-Pakistani reh.tionship. If the
Ayub regime realises that India is determined to
straighten out things this way or that, a stable rela-
tionship may perhaps be arrived at before it is too
late. But this assumes imaginative leadership fully
alert and having a good grip over all the strings.

the rocent Hazratbal troubles and even during the
communal riots in Pakistan and in India.

The state touches Tibet, Chinese Turkestan, Rus-
sian Turkestau, Afglianistan, Pakistan. It is contiguorrs
io India about 250 rniles, Pakistan 350 miles,
Afghanistan 100 miles, Russia 100 miles, China and
Tibet 300 miles. The State can be divided geographi-
cally into three well-defined regions: one, Kashmir
valley and the basin of the Jlielum; tu'o, region from
Punjab plains to the Pir-Panjal range and the trans-
Flimalayan plateau, rvith Ladakh, Baltistan and
Gilgit. Frorn a strategic point of vierv the Jammu
region, abutting on the Indian border upto Banihal
pass leading to the Kashmir Valle;', cannot be
permitted to go to alien hands, as this would present
an enemy a strong foothold i;r the plains leading to
Delhi.

Ladakh is a Buddhist district. It lies to tlle east
<.rf Kaslunir Valley; its elevation varies from 8,000 to
15,000 feet above the sea. There are two routes to
Leh, its capital, one from Srinagar, (243 miles)
passes through the Sonamarg valley, then on to Zoji
Pass ( 1f578 foot hight, 64 miles from Srinagar,
about hvo miles long) and to Kargil through bleak

Kashmir-Past And Future
Raman Desai

l\7fORE tlran fffteen years have passed since Pakis-
lvltan, througlr its irregulars and later through the
regular army, attacked Kashmir. These years have
led to a iorgetfuhlcss ()n the part of many people, ol
the crucial events of those days and a brief recapitu-
Iation of tlie facts rnay not be irrelevant.

According to the estimate of 1951, the Jammu and
Kashmir state comprised an area of about 85,000
square miles s'ith a population of 44 lacs. (Out of
this, an area of about 31,000 square miles with a
population of aborrt 16 lacs lies on the other side of
tbe ceasefire, in Pakistani hands. ) Non-Muslims form-
ed ?3% of the total population, a little more than the
percentage of ivluslims in pre-partition India. The
census figures of 1961 state the population of the
Jammu & Kashnrir state, on our side, at 36 lacs.
Muslims account f.or ?t* lacs, Hindus 10 lacs, Sikhs
63,000, Buddhists 48,000. In 1951, Kashmir province
had 16 lacs people and Jammu, 10 lacs, Ladakh one
lac persons. Culturally, the Hindus and Muslims form
a group rcrnarkably similar in language, customs and
conventious, r,r'ith sometirnes even places of cornmon
rvorship. Those rvho knou' Kashrnir have not becn
surprisecl at c:ou'rplete cornmunal peace even during
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snow-covered mountains and to Leh; Secondly, from
Manali in Punjab 200 miltrs through thick jungles
and high mountain ranges. This rou'rc over the Zoji
Pass has ancient history; Itele the caravans frorn
India carried cotton textik:s, spices and handicrafts
to cential Asia and Tibet; Leh lvirs tbe centre of
exchange of these goods, for tea, silk and rvool.

If we surrender Srinagar to Pakistan, we surreuder
the main route to Lacltrkh, forsake the Buddhist
population, give up the strategic centre where
Russia, China, India and Pakistau meet, to a by no
means friendly power'. It is doubtful if Pakistan
can ret_ain control of Laclakh eitlrer; China rvould
swallow it. Zoji Pass, like the Khyber, has seen mauy
an invasion from ancient times. FIow long rvould
China take to infiltrate into Sonam4rg Valley arrd
iafture Srinagar?

The people of Ladakh as early as 1953, have
made it clear that in the event of Kasltmir drifting
away from India, the Ladakhis s'ould sever their
connections rvith Kaslrrnir ancl merge rvith lndia.

On June 28, 1938, the \\/orking Committee of the
N{uslim Conference rnet at Srinagar and passed a
resolution to allorv all people to become its members,
"irrespective of their caste, creed or religion." A
National conference came into being, cornposed of
all types of polltical leaders, and put forth a National
Demand for a responsible govemlnent under the
aegis of the Maharaiah of Kashmir. In Kashmir
rvhere the ruler rvas a flindu but the majority of the
people were \Iuslims, strangely, the general at-
mosphere for centuries had been of a tolemnt and
peaceful outlook on religious beliefs. The \,luslim
Leagrre ideologr s'as alicn to tLeir traclitions and the
political leadcrs follos'ed the aclvice and programmc
of the Congress iu Inclia, ln 1914 rvhen Jinah rvent to
Kashmir to stil up solne action on his "t'rvo-nations"
theor;', the reception he got frorn iris trIuslim audience
at Baramula cornpelled him to run for safety from a
danger of personal injurl'. Similarly, rvhen Savarkar
tried to explain his theory of "Hindu State" in a pub-
lic meeting, Pandit Fotedar roundly dismissed his
plea as against all traditions <-rf communal amity in
Kashmir, and added that no Flindu rvas prepared to
listen to him.

So disappoiuted Jinah was at his reception in
Kashmir that u'hen the National Conference demand-
ed transfer of porver in the hands of the people, in
lr{ay 1946, and the Maharaja let l<.lose a reign of
terror, Jinah issued a statement in which he condemn-
ed the Quit Kashmir movement as "an agitation
carried on by a few malcontents who u'ere out to
cleate disorderly conditions in the State."

It is interesting to recall that it is only after August
8, 1953, u'hen Sheikh Abdullah was dismissed as

Prime N{iuister, for his acts affecting the stability and
unity of the Statc, and arrested, that Pakistan started
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treating that erstwhile Quisliug, for whorn no abuse
rvas too great, as a martlr and a patriot, The othor
colleagues of Sheikh Abdullah rvho also rvere pioneers
in the ftght for frceclom and s,ho remained consistent
i.n'their friendship with lnclia, still continue to earn
the calurnny of Pakistan.

It may also be recalled that rvhen the question of
plebiscite was mooted rvith regard to Junagadh,
u'here the ruler, a Muslim, had made a show of
accession to Pakistan and run away to Karachi,
Liaquat Ali refused to consider the proposal; in fact,
a plebiscite was held and decided in favour of India.
Similarly, Pakistan u'ould hardly think of a plebiscite
for Hyderabad. Actually, there was no rnention of an
unconditional plebiscite for Kashmir by any of the
parties .-concerned,. rvhere. a part. .of .the territory .was

illegally held by Pakistan, and its vacation by the
armed forces of Pakistan rvas the preliminary condi-
tion for holding any referendum to the people. This,
even assulning that lrlebiscite is something so re-
motely arvay frorn a general clection, resolutions of a
Constituent Assembly, and ir series of free and
unfettered elections over a number of years.

Round about lSth August 1947, almost all States
acceded to India or to Pakistan. The Maharaja did not
takc any decision. Lord Mountbatten visited him on
June 19, 1947, and stay'ed in Srinagar for a few days,
ancl urged him to take a decision on one side or the
other. The Maharaja did not budge. The Muslim
leaders requested Gandhiji to speak to him but even
that did not avail.

Pakistan kneu' full s'ell that e.'eu under a referen-
clunr the people of Kashmir rlorrld have preferred to
accedc to India. Tlrerefore Pakistan began a series
of raids on Kashmir territorl' frorn the first rveek of
September 19.17, a fortniglrt after independence of
both the cotrntrics. I{rrndrecls of armed men from
Nlurree operatetl in Poonch ancl claily tlre raids intensi-
fied. Pakistan at this stage, had a standstill agree-
ment rvith the Maharaja but this did not prevent
Pakistan from sending armed forces on raiding forays
ancl an intense economic blockade of the State. Sup-
plies of food, petrol, essential commodities rvere cut
ofi and communications tampered rvith.

On 15th October 1947 began a large-scale operation
of Pakistan against Kashmir. A fortnight before,
Sheikh Abdullah and colleagues lrad been released
from jail. Thcse leaders requested Pakistan not to
force a decision ou thern but to give them time to get
the decision of the people, whether to accede to India
or Pakistan or remain independent. G. M. Sadiq twice
went and saw Liaquat Ali Khan, the Prime Minister
of Pakistan and Pakistan knes' tlrat such leaders q'ere
against her and in repll' to strch requests Pakistan
launched a ftrll-scale military invasion of Jarnmrr &
Kashmir by October 22.

Sheikh Abdullah flew to Dellri to recluest lndian
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Governments' despatch of armed forces. The Nlaha-
raia appealed to India, on October 24, "for military
tretp."-fne Inclian Government acted constitutionally.
Unless the lrlahalaja acceded to India, it would not
be correct to extend armed assistance. The Maharaja
signed tlte accession agreement and Indian boops
.v6re fown in to save the valley of Kashmir from the
harrowing loot and arson which the town of Baramula
had alreidy undergone. The accession was in the
same form as in the case of other states in India,'the
accession of Kashmir State to the Dominion of India."
Vlountbatten wrote a separate letter to the Maharaja
in which he stated, "it is my Government's wish that,
as soon as law and order have beeu restored and the
soi! cleared of the invader, the question of the
State'i accession should be settled by a refer'dnce to
the people." Thereifter elections, with universal
adult- franchise were held and a constituent assembly
of the State invoked and this Assembly approved the
State's accession to India.

Intense fighting, where the Pakistani Armed forces

took part, with the thinnest of disguises, continued
for rnonths at all fronts but by May 20, 1948, the
Indian arrny was in a position to recapture the earlier
border posts at Domel and Muzafiarabad. At this
point, the Pakistan army battalions came out in the
open and bringing 4.2 inch mortars and medium
guns tried to stem the obvious defeat before them.
On Julv I0, the United Nations Commission arrived
in india and appealed for a stoppage of armed
activitl'. Since Pakistan could no longer face the
scrutinl' of this Commission, it confessed, what it hacl

hitherto denied, that Pakistan army battalians rvere
in the fight and that the army headquarters were in
control of the fight.

For the next six nronths, rvhile the U.N. Commission
w'as ncgotiirting a ccasefire, the fight continued in
Ladakh and Poonch areas. Ceaseffre came into force
on lst January 1949.

On January l, 1948, India lodged a formal comp-
laint to the Security Council against Pakistan's
aggression. lndia requested the Council to ask

Pakistan to prevent its forces, civil and military, parti-
cipating in tlre invasiou. Pakistan emphatically denied
that it gave any such assistance and insisted that it
did all in its powers "to discourage the tribal move-
ment by all means short of war." The Council set up
a Cornmission of five members to proceed at once
and ofier to mediate between the parties. When the
Commission reached Karachi on luly 5, 1948,
Pakistani lrrigades had been in action in Kashmir.
Thc Cornmission then and later confirmed that
Pakistan hacl acted in a manner inconsistent with
intcrnational lrrr.r'. From Ist January 1949, a ceaseffre
rvas orclcrcd. Before this, correspondence between
India and the Commissiou involved some assurances
on both sicles. Thc ceasefire rvas agreed to by India,
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whtch had brought by uow the Pahstani invasion

to a standsdll, if not in immediate collapse, on the
basis that the commission agreed that the responsibi-
lity for the security of Kashmir rested with India;
thit there will be no recognition of Azad Kashmir;
Pakistan shall be excluded from all afiairs of Jammu
and Kashmir in particular in the plebiscite, if one

should be held; if a plebiscite is found to be im-
possible for technical or practical reasons, the Com-
mission will consider other methods of ensuring a

free expression of the people's will; and ffnally, and
most importantly, the plebiscite proposals shall not
be binding upon India if Pakistan does not implement
Parts I and II of the resolution of 13th August 1948.

The basic resolution of the Council of t3th August
1948 is in tluee parts. Part I reQuiies'a ceasefire,

Part II, Pakistan had to withdraw all her forces,
regular and irregular, while India was reqrrired to
keep sufficient troops for the securily of the State.
It ii only on fulfflment of these two parts that the
third part relating to the plebiscite can come into
e$ect. Pakistan had never rvithdrawn its forces from
the captured areas now termed as Azad Kashmir. In
Augusl 1953, the Prime Ministers of India and
Pakistan met and entered into negotiations but this
attempt at agreement was ruined by the Pakistan
press which launched a campaign against any
agreement.

In October 1951, the Constituent Assembly, elected
on the basis of free adult franchise, to frame a

Constitution and function as a legislature, assembled
in Kashmir. In February 1954, the Assembly conffrm-
ed the State's accession to India. Elections to the
new Legislature rvere held in N{arch 1957; a further
election rvas held in 1962 under the control of the
Election Commissionels'lto has managed our elec-
tions rvitlr a high sense of integrity.

There need be no mystery about Sheikh Abdullah's
views today; they are the sarne as in tlte year' 1919

when he gave an intervierv to lr{ichael Davidson of
London Obsercer; he stated "accession to either side,
cannot bring peace. We rvant to live in friendship
rvith both the Dominions. Perhaps a middle path
between them rvith economic cooperation with each
rvill be the only way of doing it. However an inde
pendent Kashmir must be guaranteed not only by
india and Pakistan but also by Britain, USSR and
other members of the U.N." As regards areas held
by Pakistan, he stated that after an independent
Kashmir was established, if those areas chose to
secede and ioin Pakistan, he would have no objection.
He did not say if he would give a similar right to
Jammu and Ladakh to secede to India. Those who
have a soft corner in their hearts for this cloudy
orator, may recollect that in pursuit of his ideas, he
imprisoned the leaders of Jammu without a trial. It
is interesting to recall that the Communists then
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backed Sheikh Abdullah for an independent Kashmir
backed, no doubt, by USSR. The dismissal of Sheikh
Abdullali after nearlv three 1,sx1s of this sort of
agitation rr'as tlie result of disillrrsionrnent about him
among the majority of his colleagues in the \{inistry
and the Conference, poupled with corruption ahd
gross misuse of cooperative stores rvhich had a
monopoly of consumer goods,

In any consideration of this problem, the fact of
Pakistan's alliance with China, in rvl-rich as an earnest
of Pakistan's sincerity, so to speak. a large chunk of
territory, over which the suzerainty, according to
the Security Council's resolutions still rests with
India, has been presented to China, A guarantee of
independence of Kashmir, by such powerg, rypqld
mean little else but'a division of the State between
Pakistan and China in a short time.

Out of six zones of the State, three are today in the
hands of Pakistrn. They are predominantly Moslem,
the minorities having been liquidated. The remaining
three zones, Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh are on this
side of the ceasefire. Those who advocated plebiscite
now must make up their minds to rvhat zones they
u'ould refer the matter. Would the voters in zones in
Pakistani hands, coupled with Moslem voters in tho
three areas on this side of the ceaseffre, form a total
mass of voters? Then obviously, no vote need be
taken; the vote would be for Pakistan. And then rvould
the Jammu and Ladakh zones, which would, by over-
whelming majorities refuse to join Pakistan, be com-
pelled to join Pakistan? And who would assure these
non-\Ioslems of any security of life? Obviously, u'e
should have to provide for the influx of another set of
refugees, frorn Jammu and Ladakh totalling more than
8 lacs persons. And would that involve an exchange
of Moslerns from lndia?

If the plebiscite be confined to the Jamrnu and
Kashrnir state on our side of the ceasefire, then again,
the ruiuorities, which are iu overwhelming majorities
iu Jammu and Ladakh would refuse to merge with
Pakistan or even consider an independent State. If the
plebiscite be confined to the Kashmir Valley, it is un-
likely tltat Sheikh Abdullah would lead his people to
vote for Pakistan. Though why a plebiscite should
ever be confined only to Kashmir Valley is not under-
stood, except with the deliberate obiect of appeasing
Pakistan and giving it a cause for further mischief'
Actu,rlly, Sheilh Abdullah would reiect an idea of
partition between Kashmir and tammu.

It would not be possible for any Indian Government
today to withdraw the Indian army from the Kashmir
borders without the strongest opposition from the
Indian people. This would amount to a voluntary
defeat, *orie than the defeat at the hands of the
Chinese. This resentment by the people would, most
unhappily, lead to communal riots throughout the

"o.,trtry'. 
And rvith all the sacrifices tliese things rvould

l-"-'

Freedom Fhs

involve, the net result rvould only be a further in-
ducement to Pakistan to claim parts of Assam and
NBFA.
. We cannot expect to reconquer the areas Pakistan
holds in the West and North-west, With rega,rd to the
areas this side of the ceaseffre, it is well to rid our-
selves of a guilt complex, a feeling of moral inferiority
akin to masochism, felt by some of us; there are among
us cynical men who attribute to oul people all types of
intrigues. Our ffrst task is to ensurc the people of
Kashmir a clean and efficient government, an admin-
istration denied to them all these years. The ne:d is

to assure them that they will be a pa,rt of India, a vast
brotherhood with all the privileges and duties of a
unitgd, natiqn, It may well be that the Kashmiris, in
spite of being subjected to the blandishment of a
bigoted Pakistin, may have something to teach us of
communal integrity. But it is time the security of our
country takes the ffrst priority, in our foreign policy,
in placq of chimerical fantasies based on panchsheel.
England rvas described by Birkenhead as a milit_ary
bufnot a martial race. We need not be aggressive but
those of us who have seen the Western democracies,
two successive generations running, venfure into war
for freedom should not shrink from the prospect, if
thrust upon'us, of a near war with China or Pakistan
but face the unhappy possibility rvith courage and
equanimity.

"L)ad, is he iu any rvay related to
that wicked Shcikh you'r'e treen

telling us nbout?"- Courtesy: Ilindustart 7'irrrcs
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- It is dangerous for a national candidate to say things To those who contend that economic progress an(t
that peo_ple rememb_er. :---^---ment of the standard of living brin[ about r--Slnator 

McCarthy, New York Tintes Weekly ffi3#:is conception of life, I say that we are proti:
Reoieu, March 29. to see our citizens living better. .. ....If this is dc-

generacy, we are in. favour of it.

- Ui. fhrushchev, Statesman, April 7.

Indusby in which production is dorninated by
ffnance inevitably suffers by elevating the stock-
broker and the salesman above the manager and the
technician.

- Mr. Anthony Wedgewood Benn,
British M.P,, Guardi.an, April 10.

It makes all the difference in the world whethel rve
put Truth in the ffrst place rlr in the second place.

-Opinion, March 81.

If they indulge in
react they call you a

stupidities and crime and you
reactionary.

-R. S., Thought, March 7.

The Jan Sangh and the Swatantra Party have mauy
supporters among important Congressmen who are
usually sarcastic about Congress socialism.,

- Potriot, April 6.

Congress socialism is a South Sea Bubble.

- il{r. Raiagopalachari, Swaraiya, April 11.

Arthur Koestler \r'as wrong: the ultimate battle will
not be betu'een the communist and the ex-communists

. .it rvill in fact be the communists who will be
fighting the other "TffiT:: nonic weekry, April 4.

The tragic insistence that Jawaharlal Nehru must
continue as Prirne \linister and the refusal to appoint
a full-Sedged deputy, reflects the increasing incapa-
city of the ruling party to select a leader and to inter-
vene to prevent the present &ift.

- NIr. Romesh Thapar, The Econotric Weekly,
April 4.

The only thing that allowed the human race to stop
living as animals and to start living as human beings
was the adoption of a set of rules - a system of justice.
Maintaining a system of justice in an orderly society is
essential to rvhatever else people accomplish.

- \4r. Frank W. Wilson, U. S. Judge,
Anwrican Reporter, April 3.

In less than two years of independence, Algeria's
biggest e4rort has become Algerians - to France.
Algerians have been feeing Ahmed Ben Bella's social-
ist state during past ferv weeks at the rate of. a
thousand a day.

- U. S. Neus and, World, Report, April 6.

Everyone is not like the Finance Minister rvho is
able to shed his skin and come back again.

- Mr. Asoka lt{ehta, Hindustan Times, April 4.

Only such a party u'hich believed in "freedom and
denrocracy" should be allowecl to replace the Congress.

-\lr. Ilorarji Desai, Link, April 5.

It is remarkable lrow the freeclom fighters
yesterday began so early to imitate the language
the imperialists.

-Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan, Hindustan. Times,
April 20.

of
of

Shastri's political philosophy is as difficult to deter-
rnine as the sex of a Hindtr deity. .fr'.

-Mr. \d/ells Hangen, Quoted Yn Mainstreant,
April 18.

AII we can ask honest, patriotic communists now
is to say "Plague on both your houses" to both the
scctions at top ancl join the Congress to strengthen
its radical Nehruite vying.

-Blitz, April 18.

Selrir:c br',\<lam .\rlil at l!7 i\laltatrna Garrdhi Road, Ilontbul l.
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