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Bangla Desh

Adam Adil

p)AKISTAN is in the midst of a civil r,var, which htrst resulted in the declaration of independence 'of
Eastern vving from the Western wing. The Eastern
rving has called itself independent sovereign state of
Bangla Desh rvith lvlr. Nazml Islam as acting President
(in the absence of I\4r. Nlujibur Rehman, r.r'l.ro is
supposed to be in Pakistani custody) and Mr. Tajuddin
Ahmed as Prime Minister.

The earlier expectations that the impressive victory
of Mr. Zulffqar AIi Bhutto's Pakistan People's Party in
the Western wing and spectacular succq;s of Sheikh
\4ujibur Rehman's Awami Leaguds in the Eastern
'rr-ould lencl to stability of Pakistani Govemment have
bcen belicd. Both \{r. Bhutto and Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman took up irreconcilable positions. President
Yahr-a Khan initiall,v play'ed in the hands of West
Pakistani lcaclers little realising the aclverse reaction it
ri'otrld evoke fronr the pcople of East Pirkistan. It *'as
a n-ristake on the part of President Yahya Khan to have
pcstponecl thc. National Assernbly u'hich was scheduled
to meet in Dacca on \{arclr 3.

Tl're genesis of Pakistan's ililment is the u.heat-
grorving Westem u'ing s'ith its tall liglrt-slcinned peo-
ple is more prosperous and better ofi than the rice-
grorving Eastern u'ing, with its small dark skinned
people, altlrotrgh the latter boasts of majodty of the
people of Pakistan and earns most of the foreign ex-
change. Secondly, the personnel of the army and civil
selice is heavily drarvn from the Western wing and
whenever there is trouble in the Eastern wing it is
the soldiers from the lVestern rving who are used to
suppress it. Al1 this, the Bengalis hate and this hatred
is naturallv extended to the people of West Fakistan.

It will be recallecl that the serious rioting that took
place in East Pakistan, coupled rvith the agitation in
the West, helped the exit of President Ayub Khan
two years ago. The main canse of the rioting in
East Pakistan then u'as the neglect of the region and
the abject poverty of its people. President Yahya Khan,
however, has not been able to mend matters althouglr,
ir.r fair:ness to hinr, it must be stated that in the begin-

ning he gave evidence of his desire of according greater
voice to East Pakistan in running the country.

F'-lankly East Pakistanis were not satisffed. N{ujibur
Rehman talked in terms of separate constitutions for
two wings, His six points included gteater autonomy
for Eastern wing with only foreign policy, defence and
currency remaining w-ith the Central Government
based in Islamabad in the Western wing. Mujibufs
demands were not acceptable to the leaders of tLe
Westem wing, especially Mr. Bhutto. It is clear that
President Yahya Khan acted on the advice of Western
wing leaders.

When talks with Mujibur broke dorvn instead of
acting with caution and allowing democratic procedule
to take its olvn course by convening the National
Assembly, President Yalrya Khan suddenly unleashed
a reign of telror in the Eastern rving, v'ith entire
rnilitary might being used against the unarmed and
innocent people of East Bengal. It was, drerefore, quite
evident to the people of East Bengal that a point had
been reachecl q,hen reconciliation r,vith West Pakistan
rvas impossible. The.people of the Eastern rving had no
alternative but to reorganise their orvn forces, inclu&ng
Bengal Rifes into a tr,Iukti Fouj and resist tl"re ar*".1
might of West Pakistan.

The declaration of ir.rclependence was a natural con-
sequence. The entire people of East Bengal have risen
against the near-imperialistic policies of West Pakistan
ancl are presenting a formidable front against
tlic Pakistani arurr', irlthough thc latter is far sriperior
in anas and anrrrnnitions. Tlie Pakistani army has
resorted to u,anton destnrction of cities, towri and
villages. Dacca ancl Chittagong have met the fate of
total destruction. Dacca University is completely
destroyed. Intellectr,ials are palticularly picked up for
physical liquidation. Yet the spirit of the people of
Bangla Desh is not broken. Greater the ferocity of the
Pakistani arny firmer the determination of the people
of Bangla Desh to resist and be independent.

The Provisional Government of Bangla Desh has
appealed for recognition. No government in the world
has so far recognised the Bangla Desh, although many
govenrments I'iave castigated the Pakistani Govern-
ment for the rvanton clestmction. The events in Bangla
Desh have direct impact in India. Apart from the
universal sy'mpathy it has evoked in this country, tl're
problem of refugees u4io are pushed into India by
tl"re Pakistani army is assuming perilous proportion.
Since the fighting began, nearly tlrree and half Iakh

(Contimted on page 4)



Novosti After Ten Years
fN February, 1971, Notsosti, celebrated its tenth
I arrni,rersary.'fn" tenth year of operations has been
marked by a general shake-up in the Soviet informa-
tion services - reflecting Moscow's dissatisfaction with
their performance - and the appoinhnent of a senior
party and goverrment official as head of Nooosf'i's
board. The efiect has been to underline.the agency's
political importance and further erode the Soviet
claim that it is "non-offi.cial', being sponsored by
"public" bodies. Boris Burkov, who had been head of
th€ agency since it began on February 21f 1961, werit
"into retirement" in September 1970.

- Under Brukov, Nooosti grew into a major inter-
national channel for Soviet propaganda, with a u'orld-
wide network of about 600 stafi journalists and an
unknown number of regular conh'ibutors, and its orvn
publishing house. In contrast to the official nervs
agency, Tass, Noaosti concentrates on producing
feature articles and translations.

Writing in dre magazine, Za Rubezhom, a rveekly
revieg'of the foreign Press and ar1 organ of the USSR
Union of Journalists, Ilurkov said that Nouosfi was
sending material to 110 countries and publishing 49
magazines and fir'e ne\l'spapers abroacl. Burkov added
"Peaceful coe.xistence of States s'ith different social
sy'stems does not, of course, signifl' coe-xistence of
ideologies . . . a rnortirl stmggle of ts.o u'orlds rrnd trr-o
ideologies is going on' thus giving an indic:tion of
Nooos/i's real purpose.

Wlreu Nouosti u'as set up, its sponsors u'ele the
USSR Union of Journalists. tlic USSII Llnion of \\'ritcrs.
the Union of Soviet Societies of Friendsl'rip ancl
Cultural Relations *'ith Foreign Countries, and tlie
All-Union Society for the Dissemination of Politi-
cal and Scientific Knorvledge. The agency was declared
to be a "public" - i.e,, a non-governmental - organi-
sation.

Souiet Press, (Zlntrnalist's predecessor), describecl
Nooosti as the "younger brother of Tass", and said that
in several countries, including Britain, India and
Ceylon, the agency's material was being distributed
via the press or information departnrents of Soviet
Embassies Noaosti has consistently reflected the
official Soviet line-and its fluctuations.

Noaosti. sends abroad hanslations of articles, des-
patches and inten,ierl's frorn t,ariotts Soviet newspapers
and periodicals. These include Praucla, lzrsestiga, Trud
(organ of the trade unions); Krasnaga Zaeztla (Red,

Star, organ of the Soviet Ministry of Defence);
KontsontoLskaga Prauda (organ of the Young Corn-
mnnist Leaguc), etc. Nouos'fi, :rccorcling to llurkor',
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tlanslates all its material into 16 foreign languages l'and

into Ukrairrian, Armenian, Lithuanian, Latvian,
Estonian and Hebrew for the Press of emigrant
gr.oups".

N oposti has sought to make an irnpact in the deve-
loping countries by provtding material tailored to local
audiences. Some of its nagazines are glossy and
general in scope, while others are specialised, dealing,
for example, with science and technology or sport'
These magazines are distributed by subscription or sale
(at a sutisidised price) or free, acoor&ng to local
conditions.

India has long been a priority target for Nouostf's
output. Its principal periodical is Sooiet Land, a

lavishly produced fortnightly magzzite, which appeals
in 12 Indian languages and also in English. Its circu-
lation is 550,000. Subscribers to Sooiet Land, accord-
ing to Soviet sources, are said to be "workers, farmers,
students and clerks as well as the intelligentsia, the
petw and middle bourgeoisie". Sooiet Lancl also pro-
duces acl hoc booklets iu up to 13 languages. They
have dealt rvith such topics as China, Vietnam,
\luslims in the Soviet Union and Soviet pharmaceuti-
cal projects in India.

In 1969, Noaosti reached a slmdication agreement
u'ith the Indian Press Information Bureau (PIB) and
in December that year Burkov visited India with a

vie*' to "lrrying the foundations for a new kind of neivs
link bets'een the two countries".

A'ouosfi supplies similar propaganda literature to
scvelal African courh'ies inclucling Nigelia, Tanzania,
Ugirndir, Kenl'n and Zambia. On November 10, 1969,

Jloscotu Radio announced thrrt the first issue of a

rveekly magazine called 'ph-Shabab as-Suugati
(Soviet Youth) had appeared in Cairo' "It takes its
rnateriai from Nouosti", Moscou Radio added'

Although Communist PreSs agencies cannot com-
pete in efficiency with their Western counterparts,
theil services are ofiered at much lower cost and they
do not press for payrnent. Gifts of equipment and
technical aid are made to selected foreign information
media.

Nooosti correspondents have been found engaging
themselves in intelligence and subversive activities.
These have led to their expulsion from several coun-
tries. N{any African countries had to take that step
during the last ferv years.

Nooosfi's involvement in subversion has not been con-
fined to non-Communist countries: it has also been
exposed for interference in the domestic affairs of a
"socialist" country - Cuba.
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Revolt in Ceylon

fT is clear from all accounts that the insurgency
r which broke out in Ceylon in the first week of April
$/as not minor as appeared in the beginning. It was a

very serious afiair. It could be put down only after a
strenuolrs fight extending over three weeks in the
course of rvhich a large number of troops with tanks
and armoured cars and heliccpters and planes had to
be mobilised and help frcm forqlgn countries had to
be secured in order to deal effectively lr'ith the
rebellion.

The rebels rvere, it appears, yourlg educated persons.
They took to the path of rebellion because the
Government could not provide them the jobs that
they needecl ancl for rvhich thev hacl qualified them-
selves. Frustriltecl a:rd embittered, il'rey fell an easy
prey to tl-re propaganda ancl blandishment of profes-
sional revolutionaries r',those oi-rly, airn is destruction
of the established social order rvith nll its institutions
and values. Having decided to rise in revolt, the youths
collected a large quantity of arms and ammunition
and also built a social base for tliemselves. That is s'hat
macle the rebellion so formidable.

The insurgents are described as Che Gueverites. The
name need not be taken as an inclication or proof of
foreign inspiration or affiliation. Ceylon has a long
tradition of all manner of leftist groups ranging from
mild Socialists to fire-breathins Trotskyists. All of them
have been essentiall,v indigenous groups, except for
their icleologi,. It u'ill not be a matter of surprise if one
r.nore group h:rcl spning up clrau'ing its inspiration
from the life and teachings of Clie Guevera. Ceylon
has all along been a fertile ground for the grorvth of
such revolutionary and pseudo-revolutionary social and
political groups.

There is a suspicion that the Embassy of North
Korea nright have given some help to the insurgents.
The Government of Ceylon have not yet published
the information rvhich gave rise to tlre suspicion. How-
ever, they ordered tl.re closure of the Embassy and
the expulsion of Embassy officials. Whatever the
complicity, it could not have played a major part
in the organisation of the revolt. The major part was
undoubtedly played by the social, econornic and poli-
tical conclitions prevailing in the island.

And that has a lesson and a u'arning for India. India
has also a large mass of eclucatecl ancl uneclucatcd,
unemployecl young persons. Thcir number is grorvir.rg
from year to year and also tlreir fmstration and bitter-
ness. They constilrric a big t,olume of con-rbustil;le

matertal. Hairbrained idealists or evil-minded agitators
can, without much difficulty, sei it ablaze. The Govern-
ment can, no doubt, quench the ftre, but only at a
great cost to the corlnily and the society, It is no,t
desiiable to allow things to be carried to that length.
The better coruse .*'ill be to take curative as well as
preventive measures before things get out of hand.
Immediate and vigorous steps must be taken to tackle
the problem of unemployment. It is heartening to note
that, instead of talking and thinking all the w-hile o{
big industries for mal<ing tlre counity strong and self-
sufficient, the Gove.rnment have now begun to pay
attention to small and rnedium industries with a large
employment potentia,l. They have also begun to think
of rural development plogrammes which again can
provide large employment opportunities. These con-
structive measlrres ale essential. The Government
should at the same time take preventive measures to
stop anti-social elements from exploiting the ignor-
ance, the backwardness and the frustration of the un-
employed and inciting them to violence. Ceylon has
provided a warning u'hich we can ignore only at our
peril.

Electoral System

IT'ILE thought has been given in our country to
the electoral system which plays a vital part in

any democracy. The system that is prevalent at present
is tl.re or.re tltat rve l;linclli" borros'ed from Great Britain.
It rvas thought at one time that that is the one and the
only system that a democracy can adopt. The belief is no
longer valid, as a number of democratic countries have
resortecl to other systems rvitl-rout in irny r.vay endanger-
ing their democratic polity.

The strange results that the existing svstem procl,rces
are knorvn to all. It gives over-representation in legis-
latures to a donrinant party and under-representation
to others. In tl-re last mid-term election the Ruling Con-
gress 'won 350 seats in the Lok Sabha on the basis of
roughly 63 million votes, w'hile tbe Organisation Con-
gress could win only 16 seats on the basis of its little
over 15 milhon votes. Similarly in Tamil Nadu, while
the DMK secured 1BB seats on the basis of its 46.5
per cent vote, the Organisation Congress got only 15
seats on the basis of 33.1 per cent vote. Anv number
of such instances can be quoted from the election
results since the first general election of 1952.

It is not desirable to just sit back and regard these
as vagaries of the election system. It is necessary to
think of ways and means to end them and, if that is not
possible, to reduce tlrem as far a.s possible. If demo-
cracy is to be real, tlre representative asse.mbly rt'hiclr
is entmsted rvith state power must be as truthftrl a

lcflection of the society as possible.
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It is admitted on all hands that proportional repre-
sentation is the best method for securing the most
adequate and realistic represeutatiou o{ all sections of
the people in an eiected assembly. The only grouncis
urged against it are its rather complicttted procedures
and the dificulty of making them clear to a large ancl
ignorant mass of voters. It is also urged against it that
it will lead to tle growth of a large rrn*b", of small
parties. and groups and thus to poiitical instability. It
is not beyond human ingenuity, hov,,ever, to find wtrys
for getting o,rrer these difficulties.

But apart from the P.R., there are othei. systems,
like the French and the Germzrn, r,vhich can be con-
sidered for adoptior-r rvith such modifications as may be
necessary. Political Scientists should iirrmedi;rtely begin
a study of all these systems and evolve a model that
may be suitable to the conditions of the countrlr. The
growing rnass of voter.s is also going to pose a big
problent. Then there is the problem of electior-r ex-
penses and of corrupt practices. Tire eiection systenr
and larv need improvements in mtrny r.espects. This is
the time rvhen rve sliould start thinking about thern.
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refuge.es - both Hindus and Nrlushms - have crossed
into We.st Bengal. It has not only adver.seiy affected
the economy of West Bengal but added to the serious
social problems of the State.

India has not recognised the free government of
Bangla Desh yet. It may not do so in near future. But
people's pressure is mounting on the Government of
{nclia to accorcl reco.gnition. Since Bangla Desh will
never reconcile to remain a part of Pakistan, India will
have no alternntive but to recognise the Government of
Bangla Desh some day. Other governments may too
follorv India's action. In that ease-pakistan would
obvicnisly regard. India's .step, as hostile .action, and,
rvith h),sterical Bhutto having a say in Pakistani afiairs,
it n'ray embalk upon a mad adventure against India.
Inclia, therefore, will have to be vigilant and remain
iu a constant state of preparedness. The Defence
I{inister', r\,h'. Jagjivan Ram hinted at it in a public
meeting in i3onrbay the other day. Pakistan must have
no illusions about India's strength altho.ugh India seeks
nothing but peace rvith its neighbours.

whem safeey
depemds ess
@me leeko
thenets
only @8!e
lock-
NAV.TAt

Used by banl<s. warehouses, factorles and
households-because it is dependable.

Precision-made. with keys cut in a

d:Fsrent combinarion for each lock. the Nav-Tal
is designed for unpickability

and maximum security. Double casing

of bra:s and steel makes it uniquely stront.

by Godrej -the people

made security equipment

for over 70 years.

4 STZES
{0 mm-S levers
50 mm-6 levers
67 mm-7 levers
85 mm-S levers

Manufactu red

who have

Il
{

,4

NAV{:AL
W 

AlwaYs ask for the Anchor Brand'



Bangla DeshESecond Phase
K. K.

ItrfITH the capture of most of the major towns and
v Y cities by the Pakistani Army on the one hand and

with the establishment of an independent republican
G-ov-errunent of Bangla Desh on the other, one chapter
of the struggle for independence of East Bengal-has
ended. A new chapter has begun - a chapter that is
expected to be long and more arduous.

Before we try to look into the future, let us try to
reflect on the immediate past.

,.There_can no turping away frqm the naked realitv.
that the people of East Bengal rvere being exploited
by the Islamabad regime and the ruling classes of West
Pakistan. Not merely in terms of domination in the
field of administration but also economically the
Bangalees vrere being treated as second class citizens
and were used as drarvers of rvater and her.vers of
rvood. East Bengal rn'as earning foreign exchange
through export of jr,rte but its advantage rvas being
taken mostly by West Pakistan. \4ost of the foreign
aid was being utilised in West Pakistan. Lately, under
pressure from the aid-givers some industrial develop-
rnent $'as being promoted in East Pakistan. But such
industrial clevelopment rvas controlled bv non-Ber.rgalee
indr.rstrialists. Tire econolnv rvas rirhraliv lrcing n-to-
poiised b1'men from \\/est Pakistan. The recmitment
to the Armv officers cadre rvas also similarlv u'eighted
against East Pakistan.

The attempt at foisting Urclu as the sole official
language of Pakistan s'as ntade at an earh'stage ancl
this led to the mo\-ement for Bengalee.

Thus the Bengalees began to realise that unless tl.rey
resisiecl this cionrination bv West Pnkistiin the1.' rvoulcl
soon become impotent siaves although they constitute
the majority of the population of Pakistan.

It would thtis be seen that the issue of parity bet-
ween East Pakistan and West Pakistan became a live
one as time urent by. Tiris q'as ftrrther heightened to
the issue of one-rran one-vote, giving a place of majo-
rity to East Pakistan in the National Assembly. It u'as
only lately (28.11.69) that the Pakistan Presiclent gave
in to this one-mdn one-r,ote demand.

I\4eanwhile West Pakistan itself rvas not a homo.ge-
neous unit. NWFP, Sind, Ilaluchistan - all these three
felt that they u'ere not getting their rightful place ancl
they &cl not like the one-unit theory. Tlhere had been
severe public distur'bances for the break up of the One
Unit.

The recent elections clearly inclicated that the
popular u'ill for autonomy u'as ovcnvhelrningll' stroltg.
The Slieikh emerged as the single rnost dominarrt
figure. r\tfaulana Bhashani has his inclepenclent follorving
iu sotne parts of East Pakistan both amorls peasirnts

Sinha

and workers. The Maulana was afraid that the Sheikh
might again go with Yahya Khan and c.ompromise,
while he (Bhashani) insisted that nothing less than
independence should be fought for.

It was thus becoming clearly evident that the clash
between East Pakistan and Islamabad vvas inevitable,
that it was brewing fast and that ii was bound to oome
to a breaking point sooner or later. No one could avoid
it any more.

In this context, the election results came as a bolt
from the blue, West Pakistanis had not anticipated
that the Sheikh will secure an absolute majority even
in the Constituent Assembly. But after having the
elections, how could the train of normal events be
halted? The Constituent Assembly was called to meet.
But Yahya suddenly postponed it on the pretext that
Bhutto would not attend. But this was too flimsy a
pretext. One should have waited to see what Bhutto
and other West Pakistan members did.

It seems the Sheikh also made some major mistakes.
He should not have discussed the basis of the future
Constitution with other leaders before the meeting of
the Constituent Assembly.

President Yal-rya Khan seemed to be genuine in
trying to hand over power to a constitutional autho-
rity'. 3r'r, he did not seem to rveild real porver himself.
It rva.s the \,lilitary Junta and Bhutto 'ivho operated
behind the scene tliat rveilcled real por'ver. Only u'hen
Bhutto returned fi'om Dacca after his discussion rvith
\'Iujibtrr tlrat the decision rvas taken to postpone the
Constituent Assembl,v. Time was taken to bring in the
nrililalv lciriforccrnents to "teach the Beng:rlees a

lesson". Yahya was given the task to. continue talking
rvith \,Iujib, giving him hopes of a settlement till the
last nronrent.

It rvas significtrnt that Yahya Khan left Dacca on
the 25th of ll{arch before Bhutto left. Bliutto saw Dacca
bum in flames before he departed. All the other West
Pakistan leaclers then in Dacca were told to leave before
the zero hour and adequate transport was arranged
for them.

Then the massacre started.
IIad not Mujibur realised tl'rat such a lesson-teach-

ing programme was being plairned? He did realise that
to sonle cxtent. In liis speech on March 7 he gave a
call for non-cooperation and hartal and shorved his
leal pou'er over the people. Rrrt pelhaps Jre had
tlrouglrt that tlie army will clo only some shooting to
terrrorise people and the people rvill resist and then the
adnrr'r.rr'stration rvill become powerless. He could not
irnagine that tlre Army terror r'r'ill be or.r ir genocidal
scale. Whilc t]re Au,amrl Lcague as an elcctoral rnachine



Freedom Firsi

was very e{fective throughout East Bengal, it rvas not
a militarist organisation capable of facing the weil-
prepared aggressive Arrrry operation, Of course, the
resistance by the people was much more than the Army
liatl expected.

The question then arises: What were the alternatives
before Sheikh MujibP One could be, to compromise on
his 6-point demand and to secure control at least over
the provinc:ial apparatus for the time-being. The other
rvas to have prepared much earlier fol a prolonged
non-tiolent non-cooperation struggle, so, that the
people in West Pakistan as well as in the world would
have been aware of the nature of this struggle. How-
ever', tl.ris is no time or place to discuss what can no
longer-be altered. - '

Norv, after a heroic resistance by the N{ukti Fouz of
Bangla Desh, a stage has been reached where the tasks
facing the new government have to be clearly
visualised and executed with great stamina and skill.

Tlre first task is to conduct the stmggle more in the
guerrilla fashion. For that puipose the command of
tl-re Fouz has to be consolidated and coordinated, the
clispersed arny has to be regrouped and trained, new
recrtrits have to be trained and equipped, political
eclrrcation of the people has to be conducted on an
extensive scale througl'r all meclia.

St:couclly, refugees from the torvns have to be looked
aftcr and lielp frorn outside has to be effectivelv
rrtiliserl. The specialisecl elements anrong them have
to b: classiffed and their abilities fully utilised.

Thirdlv, the large nttmber of villages ttnder its ct.rn-

trol lrave to be administered propell,v and detrriled
instnrctions lrave to be given to them.

Fotrrthly, full scale efforts to establish friencllr- con-
tact u'ith other States have to be macle and tlreir re-
cognitior.r and help sou{ht, :rncl the propagancla aqainst
thc Goven.u.nent by interested qtiarters has to bcr

counteracted. Particular efiort has to be made to edu-
cirtc: i\[u.slin.r opinion as to t]re real facts of exploitation
of l3arrgla Desh.

Fifthly, stuclyz gsll5 have to be established to formu-
late perspective plans for economic and politic:il
developmer.rt of Bangla Desh as and rvhen cornpletely
rccor.ered. Tlie question of quick, rvorkable recovery of
the cconomy frour damage and devastation made
drrring the confict will be urgent.

To t:rke trp all these tasks together by tbe present
Govelnment in the midst of a situation that is far from
optimistic is not at all easy. Unfortunate still that
Sheikh Mujib is not in their rnidst. Otherwise it should
not lrave been difficult for them to rise to the occasion.
But there are a number of capable leaclers ancl

scholars as rvell as aclministrators rvl-ro, if allocate,d
specific responsibilities, r.vould prove their rnettle. I
have not had adequate contact with the leaclers of
Bangla Desh btrt rnf irnpr:ession is that the Arvami
League rvas still in tl-re stage of a hroad populal move-
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ment and its leaders werc good political spokesmen of
that movement against authority. But to build and to
construct a state almost frorn scratctr and under such
a difficult political situation will require different type of
orientation and attention. Given the leadership, there is
the will power and determination which can be shaped
and channelised to this task. Once the nticleus of the
administration is set up rvith the right spirit, the tempo
of organised work will develop its own momentum.

I am afraid that in the months ahead the situation
r.vill be unfavourable to the MulU Fouz. The rains
may not be such an advantageous factor as it is being
made out, unless the guerrilla forces are very well
trained and determiried. Upon their efiectivity u'ill
depend the morale .of.,the ,local. population. '-The 'dis-
organisation of the agriculiural as well as industrial
economies will create a tragic situation for them, with
transport severely disrupted by the Mukti Fouz.

The refugee burden will be extremely heary' But
the refugee cenh'es should be the base for raising new
guerrilla forces as rvell as the nucleus of the "nerv
society". These, therefore, should not be run as mere
camps but as regular units of the new administration.

If the foreign powers' have really understood thart
even if the Pakistan Army is now able to hold out in
East Bengal, in the long run it is not possible to recon-
cile the two rvings, they should recognise the new
Government early and heip negotiate a "partition"
settlement. To delav this s'ould prolong hnman agony
and exacerbate ir festering sore that may add to the
troubles ancl instabilih' alreadl' existing in South East
Asia.

So far as India is concen'red, she should recognise
Ilangla Desl-r s'ithout clelal', u'ithout s'aiting for the
super-powers to clo so. In fact the people of India have
alretrdr. expressecl thet.nseh'es clearlv ancl lrave also

c'rteurled hc.lp to l}ingla Desh in llanv wa,vs. As the
refugees are potrring into India, she rvill have no option
except to take c:rre of t}rerr. Her relations with Pakistan
are iuch that she ivill in any case be branded as the
instigator. T'herefore, by not recognising Bangla Desh
India is not goir.rg to save herself from such criticism.
By such recdgnition India will help Bangla Desh at a

ciucial moment of her birth;'it will alsb enable others

to come fonvard and recognise the new regime.
19.4.71
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Alliance 'lhat Never Was
s. v.

QOON after tlre Congress split, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
n kept on proclaiming that g5 per cent of the people
were behind lrer. The elections at least disproved this,
for, according to the figures issued by the Election
Commission 43.64 per cent of the 54.84 per cent of
those who voted rvere behind lvlrs. Gandhi. In other
lvords, 23,91 per cent of the total electore.te are behind
Mrs. Gandhi-undoubtedly, a far cry from her tall
claim-a claim one usually associated with dictators.

It. is my belief that fc'r even the 43'54 per cent of the
votes that she received she should be grateful to her
opponents! She was abie to deiii,e maximum advan-
tage of the rveaknessess of the partners of the allian-ce.
A leLrder of tl're Su'atanti'a Party in Andhra, ufio s'as
in Bc'mbay recently, made the very interesting obser-
vation that for the first time in his political cal.eer as
an Opposition campirigr.rer, he found himself on the
defensive instead of the offensive posture that he u'as
used to all these years. r\nd therebv hangs a tale.

When Napolean Bonapaiie \\/as cncc askecl l4.rich
rvere his greatest victories l.re is reportecl to have
replied that his greatest victories u,ere those s'lrich he
fought agairrst an alliirnce of pon'ers because thc' 6elcl
commanders of the alli:rnce po\\'ers u'oulcl ne\.er
agree on a comnlon sirittegr-. Hou- r'elv tnre of iliis
so-called Glancl -{lliance.

In an article in the Decentber 1970 issrre of Frccdont
Firsf, this u'riter lracl pointed out that the kincl of
alliance envisagccl b,' 'iiic -{lCC 1 O r re-solutioii t;,;

June 28, 1970, s as not cor-rccir-ccl "as ir ntar.r-i:rgc of
convelricnce of d isitalatt' !{roups n'clclccl togcther
u'ith the negrrtive ainr of toppling \lrs. Ganclhi's
Government but a positive one of provicling tlie
people of Inclia rvith a clemocratic alternative to the
party in pou'er." But this is exactly u4'rat the Alliance
turnecl orrt to be.

What started on Junc 28, 1970, u.itl'r a bang ended
u'ith a rvhimper on Januirrl.' .3 tlris. ):ear less than tg,o
months before polling began. The Samyukta Socialist
Partv sitting on the fence all through, rvalked in at the
last minute ar.rd u'ith thcir tactics that are bv r.rorv ri,ell
known u'ere :rble litcriilly to gliclao the Jeaclcrship of
the Congress(O) and got them to scuttle tireir ou'rr
commorl programne. Even in the communique that
was issuecl, the u'orcl "clemocratic" lvas droppecl
whercver it occurred so as to facilitate the SSP to come
to its orvn privatc arrangentents ,w'ith tlre Comrnunist
Party (ll,Iarxist).

Moreover the SSP u'as able successfullv to sell tl'reir
slogan "Iuciira llatao" to tlrc Congr.ss(O) and the
Jan Sangh.

Raiu

The Srvatantra Party to its credit had, from the
beginning, opposeC their ncgative slogan but had
irrsisted on a positive programme which an alternative
government could carrlz out.

Tlie Sr'vatarrira liarty clid the right thing when it
walked out of the Alliance on January 3; horvever, it
had to back out five days later on January 8 and join
the Front as its National Executive felt that it was
in the larger interest and that half a loaf r,vas better
t--cir rioire-.

Why did the Congress (O ) and the Jan Sangh who
had more or less accepted the need for a common pro-
gramme cave in on January 3? It is my view that both
tl.rese parties sarv in the entry of the SSP trvo advan-
tages viz.,

(a) giving the Front a raclicnl irnage, and
(b) the feeling that the SSP was a force to reckon

rvith in the nortl"rerrr States particularly in Bihar
and UP. Their participation in the Front would
tl"rerefcre enable the Front to meet effectivelv
h4rs. Gandhi's challenge in UP ancl Bihar.

The Ieaclers of the Front formed a Coordinating
Conl.nittee to hammer out an adjustment of seati
among-st the alliiuce partners. The Comrnittee began
its 'talkathon' in Delhi on lSth January and rvent on
for over a rveek. The ploceedings of the Coordinating
Cornrlittee \\rc,r'e, on i.t-,"ny o"ur"ions, marked by acril
rnonious u'r'anglings. It u'irs almost as if, for the benefit
of tl.re people of Inclia, tl.re Coordinating Committee had
put on a natr'onallv televised shorv from India's
cairitrrl. Uniolturraiely, tire shorv exposed the acute
difierences among the alliance partners and made
peoirle u'oncler, quite rightly, horv these gentlemen
u'lro s,ele arguing in Delhi ancl rvho weie unable
et'en to aglee on seats, coulcl be entrusted rvith the
governance of tlte couittry.

\\/hile tlris quarrel over seats was on, Mrs. Gandlri
ur.s hrrsv totrring tlrc r.orrntr-yside by evcry available
mode of transport. The slogan "Indira Hatao" she very
effectively clcmr;iished by saying that she was inter-
estecl in "Garibi Hatao". She rammed home very strc-
cessfuliy the slogan ''For Stability ancl progress Vote
Nerv Congress" by pointing out to the gentlemen in
De]hi r.vho \\,ere quarreling over seats.

In regarcl to the :illocation of constituencies among
the alliance partners rvhile no agreement was founcl
possible in regard to scttling the principles on 'uvl'rich
seats slrould be divided, it rvrrs exDectecl that that Party
u'lrich carriecl that constituency in thc last General
Iilcctions to the Lok Sal>l'rii ol in zr subsequent by-

n,
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election, wolrld be entitled to nominate its candidate
and tliat the allocation of seats rvould c'nly arise in
respect of those ccnstituencies which had either been
rrnnered by the undivided Congress and held by the
Congress(R) or those r,vhich were not held by anv of
tire partners of the alliance. By not agreeing on certain
basic ground rules, the Coordinating Commitiee often
presented ir picture of helplessness, The problems
created in respect of the South Bombay and Rajkot
Parliamentarv constituencies are cases in point.

In the case of the South Bombay constitr-rency it was
with considerable difficulty and after a lot of need-
less public controversy that the seat was ffnally left to
the SSP incumbent. In the case of Rajkot, until the
very last moment, the Jan Sangh ancl the local

,,Cpngr,ess(O) kept up a war of nerves claiming. the
seat r'vhich rvas held by Mr. Masani.

At tl'ie organisational level, there was no real cama-
raderie let alone joint campaigning among the memb-
ers of the Front. Party-mindedness and the ambitions
of local politicians played a decisive role in determin-
ing the extent to s'hich a candidate of the Front
belonging to a particular Party received the active
support of members belonging to the other parties of
the Front.

All tlre parties constituting the Front were very
conscious of the fact tl-rat Assembly elections in their-
States rr,ere not far alvav. Each party unit at the con-
stituencv level tlrerefore decided rvhat should be the
extent of support it shoulcl give, after u'eighing the
effect srich support u'ould have on their candidates in
the Asscnrbly' elections. Tiiis rvas of course not so in
tiie case of Orissa, Bengal and Tamil Nzrclu q&ich held
simultarrc'ous Assembly elections. It is interesting that
ir.r both Orissa ancl Bengal trfls. Gandlri did not enjoy
lite kincl of su'eep she clicl in other States. In Tamil
Nacln, hou'el,er, the vagaries of oru. electoral s1'stem
loutecl the Alliance. It shoulcl be rernembered that as
rrgainst 76 lakhs of votes polled by the DMK-
Congless (R ) combine, the Alliance in Tamil Nadu
secured as much as 59 laklrs votes.

Local politicians rvere equally concernecl rvith pre-
serving their ornn skins particularly if such gentlemen
l:appenecl to be in the Panchayats or Zilla Parishads.
\\'ould srrpltorting the Alliance candidate endanger
their position in the Panchayat or the Zilla Parishads?
Tl-ris rvas tlieir basic criterion. For them, Delhi was too
far avvay. For these chota nanoabs, preserving their
powers of patror.rage was more important,

These rvere the people r.l'ho really counted ancl
rvithout their cooperation no Alliance could succeed.
These gentlernen had tlieir ear to tlte ground and
rvlrat they heard was not favourable to the Alliance.
The slogan of "Garibi Hatao', the spectacle of a
\\/oman being pilloriecl by the Grancl Alliance partn-
ers was sornctlring they' realised that touched the
syrnpathctic chorcls of the orclinary' voter.

8

Mas 1971

An aliiance without a programme blurred the image
of the parties constituting the Front. Each partner was
tarred or later claimed it.had been tarred vvith the
brush of the other. It r,r'as claimed that because of the
Jan Sangh, minorities who saq'nothing objectionable
in either the Congress(O) the Swatantra and SSP,
tulned away from even these three parties. At public
meetings, sonre SSP candidates are reported to have
explained that though thev rvere in the Alliance rvitir
Swatantra, they (SSP) had no syrnpathy for the poli-
ci,es of the Srvatantra Party and that tliey had only
come together to prevent Mrs. Gandhi from coming
into porver.

Another brush that tarred was the misdeeds of the
undivided Congress for the last 23 years of power.

.Earlier, in this article.I pointed out the comment of .a

politician from Andhra rvho said that for the first time
he found himself fighting a defensive campaign. The
reason being that tlte other three parties found them-
selves in the unenviable position of having to defend
candidates of the Congress(O) ivho were identified
rvith policies and actions u'hich the partners in the
Alliance had in plevious elections bitterly criticised.

When is an alliance, an alliance? Can it be called as

such in the light of the foregoing; rvhen there is bick-
ering over seats; rvhen the rank and ffle of each party
constituting tlie Alliance does not feel a sense of iden-
tity u'ith their counterparts in tlie Alliance; u'hen each
Alliance partner, even s-hile coming together for this
elections has his e1-es fixed on the Assembll' electior.rs
u'ith tlie prosirect of Irirrir.rg to fight his Alliance partner
then. I for one. s-oriid s:r1. tliat this is a case of the
Alliance that nc-r.er s'as. At best, it \\.as an acljustment
on a natiourrl level u'itli tirr: links bets'een the parties
being at bcst tcuuous. Looking from hildsight, it is

surprisiug thit the leirclers of the Alliance slioulcl have
seriously tliought thai they could carry conviction with
the electoraie clespite these handicaps.

If there is a lesson to be learnt from these elections
it is ttrat by and large tlre electorate desires stability
and rrlrhors opportnnistic pacts on the SVD model. The
people have conc'lqsively rejected the politics of
opportullisnl.
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Etectoral Systern In Cermany
Horst Hartmdnn

EST Germany holds its elections by a system
which is generally described as the mixed system.

This system combines direct personal election and
proportional representation. The whole Federal area
is divided into 248 constituencies. Each of these con-
stituencies returns one member to the Bundestag, the
German Lok Sabha, These 248 members are elected
directly. TJre candidate who receives the majority of
votes in his particular constituency is elected to the
Bundestag. The winning candidate does,not need an
absolute majority in the constituency.

But German voters have two votes. The ffrst is used
to elect the candidate directly to Parliament, the second
vote is to elect a party of their choice. In all the Federal
States of Germany the parties lay out so-called Federal
State lists. This means that the parties decide v'hich
candidates are represented on the list and in what
ranking order. The order determines the probability
and the certainty with rvhich a candidate can count on
a seat in Parliament. The second vote for candidates
on the Federal State list ffnally decides the propor-
tionate strength of the parties colresponcling to the
total number of votes for all the lists.

The con:position of the Budesstaat accorcling to
political parties is based upon the l'otes cast for the
land list. For this the system D'Hondt is applied. The
D'Hondt maximum number method received its nrrme
from D'Hondt, a Belgian. It is a rr.rethod of counting
rvhich aims at allocating the mandates for each partl'
as fairly as possible on the basis of the r-otes given.
The 248 directl,v elcctecl me'mhers are joir.recl. therefore.
b.v 248 nrernbers elected on tlie Federal State List.,

All together the electoral system implies that 248
deputies are elected directly in the constituencies, and
the same number through the landlist so that Bunde-
stag is composed of 496 elected deputies. A clislocation
rnay however occtlr in the form of a surplus maudate,
which occlrrs in case more candidates from tr certain
political party are electcd in ouc ol morc States (lands )

by direct election than would be the case according
to the second vote. The Bundestag election of 1961

resulted in 5 such surplus mandates.
In addition twenty-t\&'o deputies sit in the Bundestag

for tlie electorate of Berlin. They are elected by the
House of Representatives in Berlin. By reason of the
peculiar constitutional status of Getmany since 1945,
these deputies have an advisory fr-rnction only.

A distingtiishing feahrre of the German system is a
provision rvliich plevents the emergence of splinter
parties. The Gerrnan electoral litrv provides that or-rly
that party s'ould be entitled to a sl'rare in the addi-
tional seats allotted on the basis of Party Lists as have

secured either five per cent of the valid votes polled
for the Federal elections, or won at least three con-
stituencies.

In the Federal elections the members for the
Bundestag get a mandate foi a four-year period, pro-
vided the Bundestag is not dissolved earlier. 'There
ar*e no by-elections. Upon the death or resignation of
a rnember of the Bundestag, the next-in-line on the
Party's Federal State List accedes automatically.

The Constitution o-f 'the Federal Republic of Ger.
many says: "The members of the German Bundestag
are elected by general, direct, free, equal and secret
ballot." It means that all citizens, regardless of sex,
incorne or rvealtli, position, education or religious
affiliation have the right to vote. Formerly they had to
be trventy-one years old. The voting age has recently
been reduced to eighteen. Members of Parliament
rnust be at least trventy-ffve years old and hold German
nationality fol at least one year.

The normal funds of tire political parties come from ,

membership fees. The l'ederal budget, however, pro-
vides especially for campaigning costs a sum according
to the votes polled bi' the party at the last elections.
Doners, indtrstlial houses or private persons, are not
nos' allot'ed to dedLict contributions to party funds
fronr federal or other taxes. Time fol campaigning on
TY and raclio is allotted equally to all parties accord-
ing to their strength. Apart from tlie general rules of
penal liru-, tlie fair conduct of election campaigns is
srrbjcct to agrccnrcnt betu,een the parties. Such agree-
lnerrt's al'e reqularil' concluclecl.

If one corints thc Chlistian Dernocratic Union
(CDU) ancl Christian Social Union (CSU) as a single
party rvhic'h is in correspondence with the reality in
the Bunclesstaat and the political activities of both,
there rvere in the first German Budestag of 1949 ten
parties. In tlie seconcl Bundestag there r,vere six parties
and in tlrircl Runclestirg there rvere only four parties
CDU/CSU, The Cerman Social Democratic Party
(SPD) and the Frce Democratic Party (FDP). Thus
the nurnber of pafties lias been reduced from election
to election. The reasons for this process are manifold
and carrnot be r-clated only to the electoral system. Be-
sides political f:rctors personal, economic and social
factors exercise their influence on the voting behaviour
of the people. When the first general elections to the
Btrndestag rvere ]-reld, the economic situation in the
Federal llepublic rvas at its lowest. There was no
national leaclershil-l aud a lot of social unrest among
the people. Further, the parties u'ere still in a rather
nrclirnentan' shalle. The result of all this rr'as the dis-
integration of the party systern, rvhich remindecl one
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of the Weimar Republic. As you will know, one of the
main reasons, if not the most important, for the eollapse
of the Weimar Republic was the disintegration of 

^the

party system, tvhich led to governmental instability
and finally to thc aclvance-eni of Nazism in Germanf.
The members of the Parliarnent Council, the Constitir-
tional Assembly, to r,vhich the drawing up of the basic
La'uv rvas entrusted, were aware of that fact. They
wele looking for an electoral device to avoid a situa-
tion like that which the Weimar Republic had experi-
enceC. Finally, the electoral system as it opeiates
nowadays in West Germany was born.

After the first general elections in lg49 the future of
dernocracy in the Federal Republic of Germanv did
not look _very bright as far ai political stability rvas
concerned. It took tr lot of time before a coalition
Government lvas formed, .uncler the .leadership of
Konard Adenauer. The coalition embraced the CbU/
CSU, the Free Democratic Party and some other
splinter groups. The coalition was not ver.y homo-
geneous and a lot of rambling characterised its life.

Horvever, in the succeeding elections voters concen-
trated more on the three present parliamentary parties
and vi'ithdrerv support from the fringe parties espe-
ciallv in the case of the extreme right and left parties.
The trenr-,I is tou'arcls the centre. One of the reasons for
that develop.ment can be seen in the ffve per cent clause
mentioned earlier.

The rrost important reason for the concentration on
the three present partie.s lies in the economic and
social stability of the countrl'. The rapid grorvth of the
econony and rvidespread social satisfaction of the
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people ofiered no grounds for radical slogans of extre-
mist parties. Hence the trend towards the centre was
favoured. To make this point clearer, it is u,orth men-
iioning that the rightrving NPD gained ground rvhen
the econorny was hit by a marginal recEssion in the
late silities. During those years the NpD r,vas able to
send deputies of its colour into the Federal legislature.

It rvas this trend towards radicalism which led to
a rethinking regarding the effectiveness of the electoral
system. There were people who privately or officially
blamed the mixed system as it operates in Germany
for prornoting ancl favouring radical parties like thl
NP_DI A change in the electoral system was suggested,
and the CDU officially took the stand to bring-about
an arnendment of the electoral. law aiming at the
adoption of the plurality system of voting as it-operates
in Great Britain and in India, In fact, when the grand
coalition between tlie CDU and SPD was forrned in
1966, the governmental declaration contained the
cl:ruse that the coalition should endeavour to readjust
the electoral system, Hos'ever, the SPD was divided
on that subject, as some people in that party were afraid
of losing ground whereas others clairned that a change
in the electoral ltrrv u'ould turn out favourably for the
SPD. The FDP., of coluse, totall,v objected to any
change as it was afraid of being extinguished by it.
This amply shows how varied the ideas are and from
l-row many different angles any electoral system is
evaluated by different parties and even by different
sections within the same party.

-Based on a talk giaen at the Dentocratic Reseqrclt
Seraice.
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Reviews
For the Good, of the Cause

Alexander Solzhenitsyn; National Acaderny, Dclhi, Rs. 4/-.

IY/ITFI his One Dag in the Life of loan Denisouiclt.'YY 
p,,rblisl',ecl in 1962 Solzhenitsyn became a world

renowned writer. He has written several books since
then but each book earned him more and more of the
anger and resenhnent of the Russian rulers. In the end
they clapped him in a mental asylum for sorne months
and tien a fer.v months back in a corrective labour
camp. The award of the Nobel Prize angered them stili
more and they did not allow him to accept it.

For the Good of the Cause was published in 1963
when rvriters, including Solzhenitsyn, were enjoying
a certain amount of freedom.,Tha-t J1g9.{om 1vgq.t4fe11
away fiom them in a short while aud rnost of them
were soon reduc'ed to silence. For the Good of the Canse
is a satire on the soulless functioning of the party and
the govermnental apparatus, It is very efiective because
it is written without any exaggeration and tells the
bitter story in a few but telling words.

The story revolves round a technical school in a

torvn a long distance away from lvloscpw. It is housed
in a place which has little accommodation for labora-
tories and class rooms and is totally unsuitable. The
boys and the stafi have been promised a new building
several times. In the end they build one for themselves
and eagerly iook forward to the day lvhen they could
shift to the nelv place. In the meanwhile, a ministry
in lvloscow decides to establish a research institute in
the town and allocates the new building to that insti-
tute. The principal, the staff and the students are
aghast when they are informed of the decision at the
last minute. Tliey fret and fume but are unable to do
anytliing to change it as the district party cornmittee
has approved of it, Some members of the cotlrnittee
had incidentally a pelsonal rnotive in according thcir
approval to the decision.

The story is simple and is also told in a siniplc
maruler with just a few details, to bring out the charac-
teristics of the persons invoived in it, mainly Fyodor
lvlikheyrvich, the principal, Lidia Georgievna, thc
enthusiastic teacher who organised the students for
constructing the new buildirig and Victor Knorozov
the secretary of the district party committee. None of
the persons connected with the pa*y except Ivan
Grachikov, the secretary of the to,vi'n committee, comc
out well in the story. It is this which angered the party
and the Government and was the cause of the harsh
treatment that was meted out to the author.

The publication of the story gave rise to a con-
troversy. Some condemned it as an attack on the partv,
while some others applauded it. A part of that con-
troversy is published as an appendix in tlie book. It
shows horv in Russia books are evaluated not on the
basis of their literary merit but on the basis of their
portrayal of the Russian scene.

This is one of the minor works of Solzhenitsyn, but
it gives an adequate idea of his power as a writer, The
National Academy deserves to be congratulated for
rnaking it available to Indian readers in a cheap Indian
edition. \ V. B. K.

The Prague Spring: 1968

Victor M. Fic, Nachiketa Publications Ltd., Bombay 7
Rs. 6,/-.

"T-\HIS monograptr is a case study of social change
I rvhich had been planned by the communist

under its liberal leader Alexander Dubcek and his
associates during the spring of 1968" states the introduc-
tion.

Tlre cruel falllbilities of the Marxist theories and
their fanaticS]ly .l1ypoc,+tic propagation by the Com-
rnunists are'lraphically brought to light by Mr. Fic,
who amply enlightens those who are still under the
influence of the illusory blessings of Communism.

The pangs of injustice become intolerable as one
reads through the pages an account of the atrocious
Russian machine used to ruttrlessly crush Czechoslo-
vakia's dream of breathing a free and fresh life. Which,
if it were allowed to materialise, would have seriously
undermined the prospects of survival of the monolithic
nature of the communist bloc. V. B. PareNran

Letter to th,e Editor.
Dear Sir,

Shri -\'I. R. Pai's article on "1971 Elections and India's
Future" is timell'. I appreciate it for its bold state-
nlents on the reasons for Indira Gandhi's success in
the elections.

As 1'ou have pointed out in 1.es1' magazine, Shrimati
Gancllri has secured 43 pcr cent votes of the electorate.
Shri Jagjir.an Ilam has acLnitted that tlrev have won
the elections because of iveaker and poorer sections.
Nou', the Indila Government have two altematives be-
fore them; they are (1) a rvelfare state by means of
private enterprise and (2) a welfare state by means
of public enterprise. The people rvill have to wait for
the results, Shri lt{asani has quoted the result of
Shrimati Bandaranaike's promises ( cheap ones ) in this
connection.

The nationalised banks have pumped out their
resources for the poor and weaker sections wittrout
knorving their repaying capacity. On the otl-rer hand,
if the Govemment of India would have brought
measures like that of New Deal of America during
1930s, the procluctivity rvould have been increased. It
would have solved the drastic unemployment problem.

I doubt whether anv dernocracy will be sustained in
future. Anyhorv, let us rvork for the betterment of our
people.

Radha Nagar, N{adrrrs 44.
13th April, 1971

R. SnrxrvesaN



With Many Voices
"The deep

il4oans round with many voiccs. Coure, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer rvorid."

-Tenngson.

Secession cannot easily get support from abroad.
There are too many potential seceders in too rrrany

countries for this srrpport to be allowed to build up'

-Soiss Press Reoieu and News Reporl, April 5.

Per'haps Mrs. Gandhi will be India's answer to l{ao,
the alternative she herself believes she is - who rvill
be able to combine progress along with a commitment
to progress,- 

-N"yut tara Sehgal, Sundag Standard, April 4.

The genius of the Indian people for improvisation
and pragmatism should be given free and full play'

-Badr-Ud-Din Tyabji, Indiun Express, April 7'

That India's heartstrings have been rvmng by the
ghastly happenings in East Pakistan is natural enough.

-Piloo il'Iody, t\[arch of tlrc Natiort, April 17.

It is ludicrours to pretend tliat Eitst Pakistan is
Iittlt-r local difficulty.

-swrrlag Tinrc,s, (Lonclon), April 18,

Registered No. MH 272

The rel'olution of rising expectations, turned into a
revolution of iising frustrations has taken to arms.

-Denzil Peiris, Tirnes of India, April 20.

Tall promises and halting performance usually
breed violent action, rvhether you call it Naxalism or
Guevarism makes little difference.

-lanatti, April 18.

A dictatorship rarely has a human face. The Com-
munist one has proved this time and again.

-Inge Deutschkron, Thought, April 17.

We allorved Pakistani propaganda to lend a com-
munal colour to the rising in Bangla Desh.

-The lllustrated Weeklg of India, April 25.

The Pakistani anny in East Bengal appears to have
achieved an all-time record in indiscriminate violence
and mass shooting of men, \\'omen and children.

-K. Santhanam, Suaraiga, Apt''l L4.

One of the great fears of both llussia ancl China has
been that the other u'ould make friencls u'itl-r the United
States, and thus create a situation of tu'o agrrinst one.

-Stois.r Press ancl Ncrcs Reporr, April 26.
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Br.it norv tlrat tlie full gravity of the situation is

appalcnt, therc seems sornething horrifving about the
contintied lack of any serious international effott at
rnecliation in East Pakistan.

-Thc Obset'ucr, (Lonclcn), April ll.

To the Editor,
Fnernou Frnsr,
C,/o Democratic Research Service.

l2?, trIahatma Gandhi Road,

Bombay l.

Please enrol me as a siltscriber to Fnpruolr Flnst

I remit thc annual sttbscriTttion of Rs. 5.0()

Name: .

Address:

I'robably never before in history has a sport been
used so effectively as a tool of internation;L:f*f;U:

For all her words about genocide in East Pakistan,
N,Irs. Gancllri may have a little secret sy'rnpathy for
General Yahya Khan. She knorvs rvhat it is to have a

Bengali problem.

-Tlrc Economig, (London), April 10.

Marxists used to dream of a fuhue society rvithout
politics in which tlre "administration of things" rvoulcl
replace the "government of people". Russia is miles
away from such a goal.

-The Economr.g, (London), April 10.

Any nation who takes the opinions of its 1'otrth too
seriorrslv ur:rnts its head examining.

-Ernle Cilbcrt, The Econorn is/ (London), N{arch 27.
-{ ignature
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