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THE DANGEROUS YEARS

M. R. Masani

WHAT is the outlook for our troubled country
during the Seventies? Are things really beyond
repair? Must we resign ourselves to the horrible pros-
pect of the country going down the drain and ending
up in the gutter of communism or the ditch of chaos?
Many people, including some educated and thought-
ful ones, tell me that this is the conclusion to which
they have come. All they can, therefore, do is to shrug
their shoulders and sit back to await the inevitable
doom.

I must confess that I find this attitude somewhat
shocking. Even if things were as hopeless as they
imagine, it is one’s duty to try and reverse these trends
and save the country from disaster by redoubling
one’s efforts.

As it happens, however, all is not lost. So long as
one does not take an extremely short-term view, there
is every ground for hope. Let us consider for a few
moments the trends with which we are likely to be
faced in the coming years. On the one hand, there is
undoubtedly what has been described as “a’ revolu-
tion of rising expectations” which is common to this
country along with many others. People who docilely
accepted their lot are no longer prepared to do so and
are now demanding a fair deal. They want our
country to progress alongside the more progressive
countries of the world and to give them a better life

and they are not likely to put up with excuses or

alibis for very long. On the other hand, there are the
economic trends of increasing population, increasing
unemployment, rising prices and diminishing food
supplies, all of which add up to a stagnant if not a
declining standard of life. With the present govern-
ment, which is sick with ideology and engaged in a
headlong rush to transform our pluralistic and demo-
cratic society into a monopolist and Marxist one, there
is little chance of these counter-productive policies
being jettisoned or reversed. This means that India
is ‘heading for a veritable economic collapse These
will be dangerous years.

Imagine for a moment the spiritual and moral im-

plications of such a disaster—the effect on the main-
tenance of law and order, on our democratic Con-
stitution, on the Rule of Law, on religion, on moral
standards and on our national character. Somebody
has described this as the prospect of starved children
growing into “a nation of mediocrities”.

It is said even the worm turns, and I see no reason
to believe that the Indian worm will be an exception
to the rule. There is a limit beyond which flesh and
blood will not stand deprivation and misery, parti-
cularly when it can be demonstrated to be avoidable.

That this is so in our case is obvious from the fact
that many other countries of Asia have, during the
years since World War II, made tremendous advance
and have given their people a richer and happier life.
Our Governments, since Independence, have fallen
prey to the fashionable nonsense about developing
countries being “different” and requiring a departure
from the rules of human nature and the science of

IN MEMORIAM

Freedom First pays its tribute to the memory of
Prabhavati Devi, a great little woman of intrepid
courage and deep dedication to Gandhiji’s
thinking. It extends its sympathy to jayaprakash
Narayan. The Editor joins in mourning the loss of
an old friend.

economics. ‘The fact is that all countries—even the
most advanced—are developing, with only rare excep-
tions like India and Burma. The real distinction is
between well managed countries and badly managed
countries like ours. One has only to mention Japan,
Taiwan, . Malaysia, South Korea, Hong Kong and
Singaporé, as examples of the contrast. While they
have carried out pragmatic and intelligent economic
policies, we in India have not.

Far, therefore, from it being true, as Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi claimed at Patiala on March &3, that
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