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THE DANGEROUS YEARS 
M. R. Masani 

WHAT is the outlook for our troubled country 
during the Seventies? Are things really beyond 

repair? Must we resign ourselves to the horrible pros­
pect of the country going down the drain and ending 
up in the gutter of communism or the ditch of chaos? 
Many people, including some 'educated and thought­
ful ones, tell me that this is the conclusion to which 
they have come. All they can, therefore, do is to shrug 
their shoulders and sit back to await the inevitable 
doom. 

I must confess that I find this attitude somewhat 
shocking. Even if things were as hopeless as they 
imagine, it is one's duty to try and reverse these trends 
and save the country from disaster by redoubling 
one's efforts. 

As it happens, however, all is not lost. So long as 
one does not take an extremely short-term view, there 
is every ground for hope. Let us consider for a few 
moments the trends with which we are likely to be 
faced in the coming years. On the one hand, there is 
undoubtedly what has been described as "a revolu­
tion of rising expectations" which is common to this 
country along with many o1bers. People who docilely 
accepted their lot are no longer prepared to do so and 
are now demanding a fair deal. They want our 
country to progress alongside the more progressive 
countries of the world and to give them a better life 
and they are not likely to put up with excuses or 
'alibis for very long. On the other hand, there are the 
economic trends of increasing population, increasing 
unemployment, rising prices and diminishing food 
supplies, all of which add up to a stagnant if not a 
declining standard of life. With the present govern­
ment, which is sick with ideology and engaged in a 
headlong nish to transform our pluralistic and demo­
cratic society into a monopolist an.d Marxist one, there 
is little chance of these counter-productive policies 
being jettisoned or reversed. This means that India 
is heading for a veritable economic collapse. These 
will be dangerous years. 

Imagine for a moment the spiritual and moral im-

plications of such a disaster-the effect on the main­
tenance of law and order, on our de)llocratic Con­
stitution, on the Rule of Law, on religion, on moral 
standards and on our national character. Somebody 
has described this as the prospect of starved children 
growing into "a nation of mediocrities". 

It is said even th~ worm turns, and I see no reason 
to believe that the Indian worm will be an exception 
to the rule. There is a limit beyond which flesh and 
blood will not stand deprivation and misery, parti­
cularly when it can be demonstrated to be avoidable. 

That this is so in our case is obvious from the fact 
that many other countries of Asia have, during the 
years since World War II, made tremendous advance 
and have given their people a richer and happier life. 
Our Governments, since Independence, have fallen 
prey to the :llashionable nonsense about developing 
countries being "different" and requiring a departure 
from the rules of human nature and the science of 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Freedom First pays its tribute to .the memory of 
Prabhavati Devi, a great little woman of intrepid 
courage and deep dedication to Gandhiji's 
thinking. It extends its sympathy to Jayaprakash 
Narayan. The Editor joins in mourning the loss of 
an old friend. .. 

economics. The fact is that all countries-even the 
most advanced-are developing, with only rare excep­
tions like India and Burma. The real distinction is 
between well managed countries and badly managed 
countries like ours. One has only to mention Japan, 
Taiwan, Malaysia, South Korea, Hong Kong .and 
Singapori!T; as examples of the contrast. While they 
have carried out pragmatic and intelligent economic 
policies, we in India have not. 

Far, therefore, from it being true, as Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi claimed at Patiala on March Z:3, that 
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"the only alternative to the Congress is chaos", the
fact is that the inevitable outcome of the continuance
of the Congress regime is chaos. Already the break-
down of law and order is visible and the Armed
Forces are being brought in to suppress internal dis-
order on a scale which the British rulers in India had
never found necessary. Whether tl'rey knorv it or not,
those in charge of the country's affairs are riding the
Marxist dogma which has failed egregiously to work
or deliver the goods in a single knorvn example. Their
feats recall a little ditty rvritten about such futile
efforts:

"A fact u'ithout a theory
Is like a ship u'ithout a sail,
Is like a boat u'ithout a rudder.
Is like a kite without a tail.
A fact without a figure
Is a tragic final act,
But one thing worse
In this universe
Is a theory without a fact."

It is true that the Socialist Establishment appears,
for the moment, to have managed to pass the buck
for its own mistakes and crimes to scapegoats for their
failures. But how long will this effort succeed? How
long will the cult of personality and a charismatic
leader blind the people to the realities?

History's Ansuer

The answer is provided by history which has shown
that there is a limit beyond which suc.h ffgures are
unable to continue for long.

Suddenly the picture changes and the very people
who had supported them turn on them and rend them.
From being beloved leaders, their names and memo-
ries become the object of contempt and disgust.

As a student of history, I see no reason to doubt
that, if present policies and trends continue, a similar
situation rvould develop in our country. It is to bc
hoped that, before this happens, a certain measure
of rvisdom may dalvn on those in office and they may
yet draw back from the brink. Unfortunately, current
indications, such as the take-over of wholesale trade
in foodgrains, and talk of the Government monopolis-
ing the import of all consumer goods and even of
books, give little ground for such hope.

When and how a change will come over the scene
I do not know. Anyone's guess is as good as mine and
one heals a lot of guesses being made these days. Not
being a determinist like the Marxists, f would not
venture to suggest any time scale. Nor, indeed, can
one tell whether it n'ill be for the bc'ttcr or for the
\vot'se.

It is not onlv Liberals, s'ho would like to see India
get back to the nridclle of the roird, u'lto desire irnd
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work for a change. There are also the Maoists, or
Naxalites as we call them in our country. They too
can be expectecl to make a bid for power when the
present Socialist Establishment crumbles as a result
of its orvn failure. Their defeat and our success can
by no means be taken for granted and a great deal
will depend on the dedication and zest with which
those who believe in a free society, whatever tle party
they may belong to, work during the next few years.
Assuming, however, that the good sense of the Indian
people, the Civil Services, the fumed Forces and the
other elements in our society prevails, would a more
pragrnatic, middle-of-the-road Government be able to
do anything to solve the country's basic problems?
That question has been put by some doubting and
faint-hearted friends, and I think it is necessary to
ansrver it.

Art Alt.ernatiae Scenario

Let us imagine for a moment a sudden outburst of
sanity in New Delhi or, since that is not very likely,
an act of rvill on the part of the Indian people to

(Continu.etl on page 74)
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In the lead article the Editor shares with readers
his assessment of the outlook the next few years
hold for our troubled and badly administered
country. On page 4 the reader will find a report
of the Editor's Inaugural Address to the National
Convention of the Swatantra Party which shows
that he has not hesitated to "turn the searchlight
inwards" and condemn opportunism and demo-
ralisation when they raisJ 

-their 
head within his

own party.
Former Freedom Fdrst Staffer Vrunda Moghe

computes the cost of holding on to the POWs and
notes the discrepancy betu'een hel total and the
official one.

On page 9 u'e carry extracts from Bertram
Wolfe's talk "Sorne Reflections on the Origins and
Nature of Totalitarianism" delivered at the Con-
ference of The Western Slavic Association at the
University of Portland in Oregon.

In our April issue we brought attention to a
report by the Intemational Committee for the
Defence of Human Rights rvhich revealed that
a rnillion persons are incarcerated presently in a
thousand forced labour camp in the USSR. On
page 7 David Rees of the Forum World Features
examines the report.

Geeta Doctor rcvieu's Altlrur Koestler's
TIrc Call-Cirls.



POWs--THE ECONOMICS OF DETENTIONI
Vrunda Moghe

qI\,fPLE arithmetic has ner.er been a strong point
v of our politicians in porver. Commenting on the
expenditure incurred for the maintenance of Pakistan
POWs, I\4r. V. C. Shukla placed the amount at
13 crores until January 1973 (Times of India, Lok
Sabha Questions, N,Iarch 16, 1973). Even if we are
to calculate on the basis of Rs. 5 a clay, rvhich is the
cost of feeding one prisoner, and if we assume the
total number of prisoners to be roughly a lakh, the
cost per day will amount to Rs. 5 lakhs. For thirteen
months the cost willbe Rs. 19.5 crores. This appears
to be a figure somewhat higher than that estimated by
Mr. Shukla in his statement, which is also remarkable
in that it does not aplnrently ffnd it necessary to include
some other items on the bill.

Assuming the existence of fffty POW camps (2,000
prisoners each), the POWs captured number to over
a lakh out of which about 43,000 are 'civilians'. These
so called 'civilians' also include para-military forces
such as the East Pakistan Rifles. According to the
Geneva Convention 'civilians' are referred to as
'followers' who in tum, from the correct army point
of view are considered to be 'menial staff and hence
are expected to be given only the lowest allowance.
In India however, they are being treated as 'civilians
under protective custody' (CPUC) and are theqefore
being given some extra privileges. The prisoners are
entitled to the same status as they had in their anny
under the Act of The Army of the detaining power.
These prisoners, besides having the privileges of the
same status or rank are also entitled to: same food
as given to the armed forces of the detaining country;
clothing and equipment; medical treatment; main-
tenance allowance as per their ranks-oficers ]COs,
sergeants etc.

It is an accepted fact that every prisoner will try
to escape either into his country or to a third country
which is bound to return him to his own conntry, as
for example in the case of the two officers who escaped
to Nepafin February 1972 and, who were returned to
Pakistan. During the attempted escape, if the prisoner
is challenged by the Protection Force and it is difficult
to apprehend him, he is generally shot at, with an
obiect to 'maim'him and not generally to kill him.
Any such incident has to be enqrrired into, botb by
the International Red Cross ( IRC ) and also the detain-
ing country. For such an attempted escape the
prisoner may be awarded either solitary confinemt:nt
for scvcn diu's rlr rr ctrt irr his ration scalc.

Besides this, another responsibilitv is the rvelfare
of the prisoners. We have to see that proper deliverv

of mail is made, radio facilities including music, news
and radio messages to be sent by the POWs them-
selves are provided, light activities like music compe-
titions or plays are regularly held and that they are
allowed enough indoor and outdoor games. They have
also to be provided with newspapers, periodicals,
books and above all given facilities for religious wor-
ship. 'The object is to ensure that the priioners are
kept busy from sunrise to about 9 p.m. after which
tl're1' are locked in their cages.

Hidden

The Protection Force on its part, has to guard the
camplrs,_ check the barbed wire fences ( every camp
having three lines of barbed wire), carry out roll-calts,
surprise calls, regular checks of their cages to ffnd if
any gold, currency or lethal w@[xlns or any tools
are hidden anywhere. The Force is also provided with
emergency generators which can be brought into
operation within 30 seconds of the circuit failure. The
guarding power has to use minimum possible forcre.

The electric power consumed by heavy floodlights
and 

-searchlights is tremendous. There are approxi-
mately 1,0fi) electric points-ths ligh6 burn foi about
12 hours per day and the expenditure per camp is
about Rs. 1000 per day and the total spent so far would
be around one crore and eighty lakh rupees.

Up to date about 1,400 severely wounded prisoners
have been retumed. The amount spent on medical
treatment for them can be put aside for the present,
but what of the remaining ones? There are families
who have been kept as prisoners (and the population
increases there too ) with a lot of small children
necessitating more medical expenditure.

The cost of documentation and mail of the POWs
(with all the forms and photographs required by the
rules of the Geneva Convention) can be calculated to
at least Rs. 25 lakhs. Moreover it would seem that the
Indian army is being used for the wrong pu4)oses.
Even the services of the CRP are being utilised-so
much so that besides their normal pay, facilities like
fteld concessions, transport, food, have to be given.

According to the Geneva Conventiou the POWs
cannot be detained for more than three to four nronths.
Even while accepting the fact that Bangla Desh is not
a signatory of the said Convention is it not a farce that
the trials are pending for over a year now? Why then
should Indirr hold the tnrmp card for the Pak recogni-
tion of Bangla Desh? It is time rve should consider
'rvhethcr the lx'ar';' cxpcnclitrrrc on thc POWs justiffcs
the alienation of rvorld opinion and the threat of
violence to onr diplornati<, ntissions. 

. 
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MASAI\I I]\DICTS ORISSA
SWATANTRA PARTY )

Link-Up with Patnaik in
Toppling Game Deplored

MODY ACCUSES CONGRESS OF

DESIROYING CONSTITUTION
By A Staft RePorter

u.d,nnns,'Apr. 14.

R M. R. MASANI, forrner President and one of
the founders of the Swatantra Party, this after'

noon eastigated the Oriesa leadershlp of the party for
aligning with Mr Biju Patnaik in a toppling opcration.

i{i
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I
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TNAUGURATING the twoday session of the Sixth
I National Convention of the Swatantra Party at Rajaji
Naear here, Mr. Masani regretted that the SVD

disJase had now "infected our carnp in Orissa"'

ie asked his partymen to "think afresh and boldly

""a, 
if o"""rr"ry-, lettison any dogmas-and other intel-

i""t"A baggagL'ihat may weigh the party down

il;;a* t"Tt":v its role efe $v,elv against follies and
mistakes of ihe socialist establishment"'
-M;. iiloo lraody, President of the party, 

-said 
the

dernocratic fabric of India was wearing thin -and

""""t"a 
the ruling party of "violating the laws of the

Une' and err".t "d-"it.oying the Constitution"'
Mr. Masani saidr "We shall have to be prepared to

show tl-rat we are more radical than the members of

tir" l""i"iitt establishment u'ho cling to the dead rvood

of lr{arxist dogma and rnistake llureaucratic State

Capitalism for socialism."- 
Ht"ttti"g aside "meaningless labels- Iike right- and

l"[j'-]r;;ked the partyrien to u'ork rvell rvith all

4

those who had a genuine @ncern for poor and a burn-
ing passion for social justice.

to ttt" party critics #tto tttittt that the party had no
future, N{i. N4asani told them not to take a short-term

view. Public opinion is changeable, and even ffckle'

Stating that thJ party principEs had a future he said

the rJle of the parq in future was not to ioin hands

*ith others in gioupings in an efiort 1o g€t into office'
l:wh"t is our"role? Is it whether by hook or by crook

to win the next elections? My own answer is that for

"r to pi" in efiorts such as ihose recently started by
Mr. Bi;u Patnaik is counter-productive". The Swatantra

Party would have to bewaie of false starts of nature'
Turning to international afiairs, Mr' Masani

warned against overcommitment of the country t9 +"
Soviet Uriion. Unless this trend was reversed and the
country returnecl to a relatively balanced role with the

three Super Porvers, the risk of the country's involve-

ment in needless international controversies lvould

increase.
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COFFEE, F'REUD AND ME
Geeta Doctor

f WAS not feeling particularly Freu&an when I rventr to the Birthday Party. In fact the only thing I did
feel was out of breath after dashing up four fl.ights of
stairs to be in time for the 7 p.m. deadline. 'Any
persons arriving after 7 p.m. will not be allowed to
enter" the spectators were wamed in advance but this
was unnecessary as everyone sat in their places like
vyell-behaved school children much before 7 p.m.and it
took a good ten minutes even after that time for the
play to start.

I must frankly admit to being a very suggestible
person so that when the programme indicated that we
were about to witness a Comedy of Menace I immedi-
ately began to feel threatened. We sat in a seedy look-
ing drarving room staeked against the length of the
room in two neat rows. Four lights hung down from
the ceiling giving a faintly clinical aura to the proceed-
ings. I sat in a valley between two mountainous men,
one of whom leaned forward to rumble, 'I believe
they expect audience participatiod while the other
maintained a massive wall of silence and only occa-
sionally stretched out his padded paws and slowly
cracked his knuckles one by one. A very Pinteresque
companion I thought.

The play started very quietly, yet! deliberately.
Three bells rang somewhere, a girl came in to remove
a notice which said'Coffee and discussion later' and
this was followed by a noiseless shutting of the many
doors to the room and a slight Iowering of the lights.
Tte director coiled himself into one of the corners and
though he was barely perceptible still managed to
cpnvey a 'Big Brother is watching you' feeling. Who
was watching who? The Comedy had begun. Two girls
giggled as Stanley lurched into the room and wonder-
ed, 'fs he mad or wotP' while another gentleman
found the atmosphere so claustrophobic that he abrupt-
ly walked across the stage and out of the roorn to the
surprise of all concerned.

These can typify two possible reactions to a play by
Harold Pinter. They are not unlike the attitude of
people who stare at abstract art and plaintively ask
"But what does it meanP'or those who dismiss it with
the sweeping staternent 'AIl this modem art is rub-
bish." There are some people however who would like
to qualify their feelings a little more explicity and it is
probably for these that discussions were held over a
cup of coffee after the play.

Unfortunately at the particular performance that I
attended, a cup of coftee did not provide sufficient
inducement to stay for the majority of the audienee,
most of whom, either assail"d by the pangs of hunger
or the disconcerting thought of being put through

some sort of a comprehension test, vanished quickly
dolvn the stairs.

Those who remained nursed their cofiee in what
they hoped was an intellectual manner and stared
-expectantly at the director who had metamorphosed
by then into a genial schoolmaster trying to 6licit a
respo_nse from his none too bright itudents. What
could have helped to make the diicussions easier was
to have made some attempt to break the ice at an
earlier stage and create a slightly more intimate atmos-
phr_r" amgqgst the audience. Naturally not weryone
feels inclined to ventqre an opinion and hence *r, th"
risk of making a fgol of himself in the company of
utter strangers. 

:
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f orUor.ftf r/AlcnlilqfiE --

Sketch by Manjula Paclmanabhan

However at this point I had not yet reckoned with
Freud. The worthy gentlemant narne w-as scarcely
mentioned when everyone relaxed and happily started
hunting for Freudian symbols in the play. Such is the
fortuitous quality about the man that ariyone can
mention'his name without soundinq foolish. For it
conveys a note of absolute authoritv and crmplete
vaplreness so that anybody can sav a cer'tain thing is
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Freudian without specifying why it shoul{ be so, and
not a soul will dare raise an objection. Herice we were
able to ac@unt for the dark dingy room that Stanley
occupied, the candle on his birthday cake, the drum
on which he beats out his despair, the cigarette which
waS put.'irito his mouth at the end,'as being very
Freudian. Having settled the minor detafu it was a
tri0.ing.matter to diagnose Stanley's problem as a tn)i-
cal Oedipus complex with Meg as the mother-ffgura
with whom he has a 'love-hate' relationship which
destroys his capacity for any normal involvement
'r"t,6 'sigiil as evidenced by his attitude to Lulu, the
nubile girl next door. Naturally in this context Gold-
berg' becomes the dreaded 'father-ffgurd who drags
Stariley out by the scruff of his neck and makes a man
out of'him. The-whole problem was quite easily done
by applying Freudt instant formula for all problems.

At ttris juncture a mild looking man annbunced tbat
he was inclined to take a more Jungian !{ew than a
Freudian vierv but luckily he did not feel inclined to
enlighten us further and we did not have to spend
any more time diving into uneasy psychological
depths. Another gentleman claimed that the play gave
him a greater awareness of life's problems while some-
one behind me muttered that he had all along been
under the impression that poor Stanley was a drug
addict who was being pursued by two Maffa-type
gangsters for having let down tbe organization. I, on
the other hand, was equally convinced that the sinister
ffgures of Goldberg aud McCann represented at differ-
ent times the messengers of death who had come to
drag Stanley to his doom and were aho externalizations
of his subconscious urges. And the movements of the
whole play fttted so easily into this pattern that I
could not but feel a sense of irritation against the
Freudian ffend and the Maffa maniac.

All of which goes to show that there can be no one
clear cut interpretation to a play by Pinter. He has
a tendency to confront the viewer with words, charac-
ters and actions which do not establish an absolute
identity in themselves until the spectator decides to
supply the missing links, so that in theory there can be
as many interpretations as there are spectators. It is
this shiftingness in the attitude of the audience which
contributes to the complex compelling quality of the
play and to this extent the discussions were not only
a novel idea but were also essential for a fuller appre-
ciatidn of the play.

Of the Theater Group's interpretation one can only
once'again remark at tli-e ingenuity and'versatility of
this Group's approach to a play. Though one can
appropriate blame (as for example on Mgg's perform-
ance, which at such close quarters dppeared too
stagey) or praise for the Mepbistophelisn slrhvolence
of Goldberg's portrayal, the general impression was of
having participated in a highly diverting, highly
original experience.
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SOVIET FORCED LABOUR CAMPS
"David Rees

rfrHERE are well over one million prisonbrs in ar thousand Soviet forced labour camps today. That
is the grim conclusion of an interim r"port on the Soviet
camps just published by the Brussels-based "fnter-
national Committee, for the Defence of Human Rights
iu the USSR.- A fuller report, probably in book fJrm,
follows later in the year.

The Committee itself is a completely non-partisan
b.o.dy created in l97l ugder the patronage of Professor
Rene Cassin, the French Nobel Peace Prize winner.
Its,president is a Belgian, Dr Albert Guerisse, himself
a forme'r victim of the Nazi concentration camps.
Other founder-members include distinguished acade-
mics and publie men from most Western European
countries, including the United Kingdom. The Com-
mittee's basie aim is simply to work on behalf of all

. Precisely known locations
I I I I Rsglons whsre other camps exist 

i

those who are perseeuted in the USSR in violation of
the UN Declaration of Human Rights.

Drawing its information from a wide variety of
sources, including official Soviet publications, svmizdat
or underground Iiterature which increasingly circu-
lates in the USSR despite all the efiorts of ilie KGB,
g4 by t}le cross-checked testimony of mcapes and
defoctors, this international committee notes that
about 1,000 forced lbbour camps exist in the USSR. All
available evidence points to an average of about 1,200
inmates for each camp, so a total camp population of
about 1.2 million exists today

While some of the Soviet lalmrrr 6amp coml2lexes
such as Vorkuta, Karaganda and lvlagadatt are aleady
known of in the West,- this report, and its ac"companf-
ing map, shows that $e-gamps are spread uu"r--p.it
provinces of the USSR. There is a partiarlarly heaw
concentration in European Russia. Thus the tali watch'-
torvers, the 

-armed guards, and the electriffed fences
immortalised in Solzhenitsyn's famous novel of the
camps, One Dag in the Lif e of laan Denisooich,are still
very_much an integral part of the Soviet scene. And
for dissenters of every lcind, an integral part of the
Soviet system.

When Stalin died in Ig5S, over I0 million pgople
r.vere believed to be in the c€rmps. During th!:"b.t
{our yep there was a reduction inthis ffg"tl although
the Stalinisi administrative structur" Jf thg *-is\

'(

)

remained intact, as it does today. But now, in the age
of Brezhnev, the camp population is increasing again.

In addition, the ffgures noted above do not include
remand or penal prisorx, nor the *psychiatrii'prison-
hospitals in which some dissenters are interned for
"treatment." Nor does the ffgure of over a million con-
victs in the camps include those persons under various
sentences of exile. Moreover, and this is a very im-
portant point made by the report, conditions in the
camps, at least for the many political prisoners, are
deteriorating.

The worst single aspect of life in the Soviet camps,
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the report notes, *is the constant hunger tvhich tor-
ments and even tortures the prisoners often for years
on end. When this is combined, as it is, with compulsory
manual labour, the results can be tragic. .."

In February 1V72" for example, Yury Galanskov,
who was arrested in 1967 for editing the samizdat
Journal, Phoenir, appealed from his Morovian labour
camp to the International Committee of the Red Cross.
Galanskov was ill rvith a serious stomach ulcer, he could
not eat his meagre rations, and yet he was forced to
work for eight hours a day. *For ffve years'now," he
wrote, "I have been waging this struggle for health
and life. . . During the two years of my sentence that
remains they [the camp authorities] will kill me." By
the end of 1V72, Galanskov was dead.

Malnutrition is an integral part of the camp regime
which has been analysed by Anatoly Marchenko in
Mg Testimony. Marchenko notes that as the maximum
tlaily camp raHons is only about 2,400 calories - the
British Medical Association considers- that heavy
physical labour demands over 4,000 calories.

Other means used by the camp authorities to coerce
the prisoners include the banning of food parc.els,
refusal to allow visitors and grossly inadequate medi-
cal supervision. There is the constant factor of cold.
Then, if a prisoner suryives his term, he has great
&fficulty in ffnding a job and lodgings on returning
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to normal life. He is forbidden to live within 100 kilo-
metres of a big Soviet city. He has become an "un-
persou.o

The report sums up by estimating that no less than
0.5 per cent of the whole population of the USSR is
in captivity. This compares with 0.07 per cent in
Britain, 0.16 per cent in France and 0.2 per cent in
the United States. The Soviet ffgure is thus two-and-a-
half to seven times higher than these advanced
countries.

Concluding, the report notes that in the age of
d6tente it behoves those in the West to lbok closely
at the regimes they are dealing with, in their own
elementary interest. The question is suggested as to
h<iw far effective d6tente is possible with a state that
treats its own subjects in the marurer outlined. Yet the
Soviet Governrnent is apparently not as impervious to
Western pressure as is sometimes suggested. Solzhen-
tisyn's continued freedom is a case in point.

Yet, surprisingly, the report notes, 'the fact that
Soviet labour camps are less accessible than their
Greek or South African equivalents has not, strangely
enough, led to an interxive study of the massive
evidence available from sources other than on-the-spot
investigation. Nor, even more strangely, has the fact
that much of the erridence is in the form of signed
appeals, often desperate ones, to the UN Human
Rights Commission, the International Red Cross,
Western churches, and church leaders, and so on, all
of whom havo not replied to the appeals or even
apparently aclnowledged them."

In an age of unparalleled protest in the West, the
unfortunati inmates of the Soviet forced labour camps
probably lack an essential ingredient to command this
Western attention. That magic ingredient is what the
American writer, Tom Wolfe, has called "radical chic."
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THE NATURE OF TOTALITARIANISM
Bertram D. Wolfe

ITHE essence of the total State and the totalitarianI party does not lie in tyranny or terror, although
these are neoessary in -varying doses and at varying
stages to_atomize and subjugate society. But'thE
essence of totalitarianism is painfully simple and lies
ih its very root, the word total.

Totalitarianism asserts that the party and the State
aro identical with society and co-extensive with it, that
all the purposes of party and State are identical with
the pu4>oses of society and that society can have no
pu4roses that_ are not party and State purposes.
Therefore, it denies autonomy to the indivildual, his
piivate pury)oses, his judgment, his conscience, his
moral iesponsibility. By the same token, it denies auto-
lqTy, a fortiori, to non-State organizations as against
the State: to unions, to clubs, to churches, to parties, to
lodg'es, to foreign potcy associations, to chambers of
commerc€, to Boy Scouts, to Masons.

Whatever non-State organizations exist when the
total-State dictatorship is formed must either be co-
didinated into the State apparatus or oe- charged with
being anti-State and treasonable and liquidatea. fnat
is what has happened today to the unions, the churches
dnd associatioru of every sort in the countries behind
ihe Iron Curtain.
:"Ilaving thus secured control of every social organi-
ztition, the totalitarian party and State seek to penetrate
every aspect of life, assume control of every interest,
tihdertake systematic organization of every activity,
convert every individual interest and activity and every
sbcial interest and activity into a State activity. "The
duty of Russian women," the inimitable Vyshiniky tokl
those Canadians who wanted to get their Russian wives
out of Russia and into Canada, 'ii to produce Soviet
children, not children for the Canaclian gooernment."
It is this attempt to penetrate all organizations and
direct all activities, not excluding love'and hate and
art and music and dreams that forces the totalitarian
State to becorire a universal police State.
' The essenc€ of democracy is that it regards the State

Ci a servant of society and not its maiier, that how-
ever many functions the State assumes, society still-iemains enormously more extensive than the State,
'ind the Statg however expanded, still but one of the
organizations and one of the instruments of society.
Ite party struggle, which so repels mdhy of demo-
Cracy's critics, is a syrnptomatic test of democracy. As
long as there is freedom to organize parties, to pro-
;1nbe rival men and rival measures, as long as there
ii a conflict of interests, organizatbns, lobbies, pres-
srte groups, each seeking to infuence the State and
enforce its w'jll in oue or another particu.lar, so long as

there is no total State. As long as there is free trade in
ideas, clash of opinions, freedom of opposition, free-
dom of criticism, freedom of press, so long you will
knorv that the expanding State has not coordinated and
reduced to transmission belts the various organizations
meant to lead a life independent of it, and even to
influence and to coerce it'.

What qonstitutes democracy in the Anglo-American
sense of the word ( the French Roussellian conception
is quite different) is:

( I ) The existence of a society that is wider than the
sphere of action of the State;

(2) The setting of deffnite limitations upon the
powers of the State (our Bill of Rights charac-
teristically begins: "Congress shall make no
law respecting... );

(S) The exiJtence-of recourse within the State itself
against arbitrary acts of officials habeas corpus,
rules on search and seizure, on due process of
Iaw, on punishment for false arrest;

(4) The presence of opposition as a right, and even
as a fundamental and constructive element of
government, with the consequent presence of
the spirit of discussion and compromise, of give
and take and of accountability to the electorate
which is the essence of .parliamentarism;

(5) The right of the people to turn out the govern-
ment of which they disapprove.

That is not all, but will suffice to make clear the
differences between the party-State dictatorship and
the limited democtatic State, even under the difficult
conditions of modern war and expanding Statehood..

In totalitarianism, all the possible aims and purpo-
ses of society, or any part 9f it, are identiffed with the
aims and pu4)oses of the party and the State and taken
entirely, without a residual remainder, under State
control, regulation and direction. It is worth repeating
that totalitarianism denies autonomous existence,
autonomous aims and autonomous activities to all non-
State organizations and denies autonomy of action,
feeling, thought or conscience to the individual. Where
unions, parties, churches, clubs, lodges, discussion
groups and sctrools exist, they must either be absorbed
("coordinated") or crushed by the State. When they
have been coordinated, they cease to be organs of
their manbers and become so many additional organs
of the State and party. Hence, the thing called a
"party" is no longer a party, and the thing called a
"union" is no louger a union. Indeed contrary to the
general impression, the total State is trot really a ouc-
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party State; it is a no-party or non-party State. For
"party" implies part, or fraction: An autonornous orga-
nization of autonomous individuals formed to influence
the State or gain temporary control of its activities; not
an organization of the State to control social life. Where
there is only one "party", all party life ceases, just as,
if there were only one 'sex" all sex life would cease.

Often, thq front page of Pravcla has carried this
slogan: Interesg gosudarstoa oysheoseooz "The inter-
ests of the State are above all else." Here is the essence
of totalitarianism described by an official organ of the
world's most polverful total-State, the Union of Social-
ist Soviet Republics. Literally, this means not only that
every citizen owes his country a natural loyalty but
that in all things at all times and in all ways he must
make the interests of the State, as dictated by an omni-
potent leader, his own.

Reslwpe Nature of Mon

In a deeper sense it means that totalitarianism is
actually attempting to reshape the very nature of man
and society. Its doctrine claims that men have no end
in life but to serve the State and the party. As such it
must aim at destroying all philosophies and doctrines
which would limit the rights of the State and the party.
There can be nothing beyond its control. There can be
no institutions with the right to remain independent, to
have an autonomy and a validity of their owrr There
can bo no room, no soope fbr the individual, his judg-
ment, his conscience, his private puq)oses, hopes and
dreams, his love for those who are close to hfun, his
personal dignity. The State is determined to own every-
thing, not only material things but men themselves-
to own them body and soul.

This means that the State must wage constant and
unending war ulrcn the entire population because the
spirit of man is more complicated than any institution
he has contrived and it is nof man's nature to submit
himself without a residue to any man-made institution.

In the Statet war against its own people, these are the
weapons: mass propaganda, terror, isolation, indoctri-
national, total organization and total regulation. These
means are something new in history. In fact they
could only exist in an era of advanced technology where
the State can reach with loudspeaker, newspaper, tele'
phone, police wagon, tank and plane all the far con-
cerns and most secret places of its domain. It is that
monster which Herzen and Tolstoy prophetically fore-
told: "someday Genghis Khan will return with the
telegraph."

La Rochefoucauld once wrote: "Hypocrisy is the
tribute which vice pays to virtue." In an age of mass
communication and mass societies, it has been imtrrcs-
sible for the great totalitarian powers to avoid imitat-
ing in hollow rnockery the forms of democracy. Thrrs,
they hold "elections" in u'hich thcrc are no rival plat-
fornrs, no contending parties, no rival candidates, but
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they, seek to get out 99 per cent of the vote to appear
to a.pprove a government which has never submitted
its actions to their judgment or permitted independ-
ent criticism, independent organizations, or independ-
ent judgment. So, too, they have a constifution with a
'Bill of Rights," the author of which gqnstitution,
Bukharin, was put on trial and killed within a year of
its adoption after first being morally dqstroygd by. rr.+,
quisition, torture, and confession, The ,pr.osecutor iq
the early show trials, Krylenko, said of thi-g new,cons.ti,
tution: "It provides not only for the grantrng of rights
to the. people but also for the annihilation of our
enemies." And it was not long before Krylenko himself
was confessing at a show trial, being defamed by his
former partner in prosecution, Vyshinsky. :

The Bill of Rights of this csnstitution guarantees
freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom of
assemblage, and all rights imaginable, but if you take
the Bill of Rights seriously you land eithgl in a prison,.
or a ooncentration o-p, or a lunatic asylum. .. : ..

Th'e Soviet Government usurped power fiom thB
Russian people by dispersing th; Co;stituent Assert.:
bly that they had just elected and dispersing it by
force of arms. From that day to this the Bolshevik Gov-
errunent has never submitted its actions to the judg-
ment of its peoplg has never established a nrle of lav.r'
which would b6 binaing upon it as well on its zubjectql
has never sought le$timacy. To this day, upon the
death of a dictator (a post not provided for in any
constitution or legal rule) there has been a crisis d
succession. In more than half a c€ntury the Soviet
Government, which is not a government by Soviets,
has neither won le$timacy nor sought it. :

We penetrate to the core of totalitarianism when we
watch it in struggle with its greatest enemy: the way-
ward human spirit. All tyrannies of the past have feared
some particular aspect of the human spirit and sought
to circumscribe in some degree the freedom it needs
to function and create.

But in the system we have been examining the m9p
who claim the right to rule over a great people base
their claim on their exclusive possession of an infalli-
ble doctrine of which they are the infalliable inter-
preters. It is a doctrine that gives them the power to
understand the trnst, to regulate and control the pre-
sent, and to determine the future. History personiffed
has told them her secrets, told thern what man must dq,
be, and become. To stand in their way is to stand in
the way of history and condemn them to vanishing
into what Trotsky called 'the dustbin of history." We
are witnesses and I think will continue to be witnesses
throughout much of the rest of this century of a drama
of which the last act is not yet known to us. What hap-
pens, we ask as the wayward human spirit continues in
abiding conflict with the requirements of that un-
limited control of everything that has put thc rrrct total.
into the word totalitarianism?

t0
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CASSANDNA TURNS CALL-GIRL

The Call-Gtrls by Arthur Koestler, Hutchinson, London,
8, 2.25; pp. l9l.

HE title itself is puzding. For ono brief moment'r we wonder whether the editors have got the wrong
Arthur to do yet another, best-selling, full dirt and
details, Airport/Hotel-style saga about the call-girl
racket. Then we realizo that it is Arthur Koestler
alright pmceeding in his precise mathematical fashion
to divide his thesis into three parts and tho main por-
tion into further sections, which are a testimony not
only of his passion for order but his conoern to see
that his au&ence are fed with just the varying degreo
of information that they can assimilate. In this book,
Koestler reverts to his old mistress, Scienco, but makes
her more acceptable by providing her with an
accommodating husband called Fiction and fflling her
out with the latest sexual frills. The marriage is des-
cribed as a tragicomedy, and perhaps we are expected
to laugh, but Koestler is not the sort of companion
we can laugh with. There is too much of the professor
about him and the subiect ho is dissecting is not an
ordinary one. He specializres in eviscerating the human
predicament and is inclined to cut too close to the bone
to make us feel amused about it.
. The tragicomedy is framed within a prologue and
opilogue, so that we start ofi on the Cross and
end up on a psychiatrist's @uch, since these are the
two sequences which have been selected as variations
pn the central theme.
, the main story is a more comfortable afiair with a
glazed Alpine setting and a carefully selected group
of individuals who could just as well have congtegated
in one of Agatha Christie's plots for a cosy weekend
of murder. Theso however are not homicidal house'guests but International Call-girls, or distinguished
scientists and acadernicians whose pursuit is not so
much the search for truth as the hope for another call
which will invite them to yet another seminar where
hhey 

"att 
&splay some of the tricks they picked up in

:their early days. This time they have come to debate
on the theme'Approaches to Human Survival" and as

iwe see the distinguished guests winding up the narrow
'Alpine path, we are reminded of Koestler's words on

'another occasion, "The path to Utopia is steep, the
iserpentine road which leads up to it has many tortuous
curyes."
i The discussions, when they start, also follorr a laby-
lrinthian course \ rith each distinguished speaker

ldeviating along his own narrow track. The Seminar
iis held in focus by Nikolai Solovief, a charming per-
;sonality, fflled with the undeffnable melancholy of a
lman who knows that he is ffghting a losing battle. He

is the one who suggests that the task ahead of them
is "to analyse the causes of man's predicament, to
arrive at a tentative diagnosis of his present condition
and to explore the possible remedies."

Each scientist presents a paper which is debated
formally over the conference table or informally during
the drinks and dinners which form a natural respite
from the monotony of the straightforward discussions.
We are therefore rnade to see each proposition from
different angles. On top of this, to make doubly sure
that the information has penetrated, Soloviefs wife
Claire either holds long conversations with her husband
or spends the night rwiting letters to her nebulous
boy-friend, who presumably, is just waiting to hear
the latest relnrt on the human predicament.

To a great extent it is the sort of situation where
Koestler can display his formidable powers at their
best, as for example his ability to grasp abstruse
scienti8c propositions and render them into a vivid,
cogent form. From hypnosis to neuro-engineering, from
Cartesian duality to computerising the brain, from
embryology to zoology, the range of Koestler's know-
ledge and the depth with which ho discusses any one
subject which alone would engross an ordinary indi-
vidual's attention, is remarkable.

But like Solordef he is fflled with a world weariness.
He knows that the road to Utopia is not only tortuous
but never-ending. He writes only because he must.
His is the desperation of Mr. Andenon in the epilogue,
who sees too clearly what is going on around him.
To his horror Anderson realises that all the human
beings around him are turning into chimeras, monsters,
with the head of a lion, the body of a goat and the
tail of a snake. There is nothing he can do but talk
to his analyst about it and even that is futile since the
doctor cannot believe him; he is after all part chimera
too.

The eqrcriments which Koestler describes and the
results which he Soresees are only too horrifyingly real,
but that is not going to prevent them from happening.
The Seminar itself ends up in flames when the prize
specimen of neuro-engineering, Miss Carey, whose
brain has been wired and whose resctions can be
monitored through a dial, goes berserk when she
smashes the dial. It does not really matter, for the
Seminar is over and the Call-girls are ready to depart
on their next engageme'nt. Even Solovief is resigned,
'I wanted you to lxlow,o he says, 

*that I no longer
care.' The evolutionary process will go on, leading
man either into self-destruction or transforming him
into a chimera. No amount of rationalization will stop
it, for it is the particular tragedy of Cassandra that
though she speaks the truth nobody will believe her.

"In too much wisdom there is much grief." In the
Call-girls there is not so much grief as cyticism.
Koestler seems to have provided Cassan&a with the
acrnutrements of a vamp so that she will attract the
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eye of the general public. He laboriously endows one
distinguished visitor with homosexual tendencies,
makes another one a lesbian and goes to quite un-
necessary lengths to keep the attention of his readers.
We may forgive him when rve remember the serious-
ness of his intentions but rve cannot help but remark
that in his famous earlier novels he did not have to
resort to such tactics. In those, the searing intensity
of his vision rvas in itself capable of combining both
human drama and dialectic into an unforgettable ex-
perience.

Cassandra as a tragic figure had a certain grandeur
which compelled our attention. In the guise of a Call-
girl she is only a figure of dubious comic value, invok-
ing a hollow lnugh which in our discomfort we
quickly forget.

G. D.

*REVOLUTION"

Without Mam or.Iesus: by M. Jean-Francois Revel (Allied
Publishers, Bombay, Rs. 25. )

fEAN-FRANCOIS REVEL has been described by
d lvlary McCarthy as having a "bullish" aspect, a
"broad-browed, headlowered promise of some intransi-
gent charge into the arena". With critical hoofs stamp-
ing and literary horns waggling, what Revel gores is
myths. After teaching in Florence, for instancg he
wrote a book suggesting, among other heresies, that
Italian men are far less virile than lnpular legend has it.

In France as a columnist for the weekly Xfupres$
Revel cast his beady eye upon a more solid target,
sacred, large, ffxed as a monument: Charles de Gaulle
himself. Then Revel had a splendid idea. fu a French-
man in search of the ultimate heresy, why not sacre
blue!-write a book in praise of the United States?

Witlwut Mam or /estrs is the result. Already a
bestseller in Frarrce, it promises to be one of those
literary causes cdldbres that Americans hke to discuss
without necessarily reading. Revel operates from two
unprovable premises with a passion for abstract gene-
ralization that seems extreme even for a Frenchman.
Premise l: "If mankind is to survive," Revel thunders,
the world must have a revolution. Premise 2: Such a
revolution can start only in the U.S.

But just what is the "absoluteh necessary'' and
rather total transformation Revel calls for? Little short
of utopia. All Revel seems to expect is an end to "the
notion of national sovereignty," some sort of "world-
wide economic and educational equality'', the "aboli-
tion of v/ar," an "elimination of the possibility of
internal dictatorship," and worldwide birth control.

His prescribed change, Revel asserts, is already
taking place in the United States. As he goes through
the notions of proving it, Revel spends a good deal
of tin're trying to destroy myths that clnical Europeans
and guilt-ridden natives share about the Nerv World:

Freedom First

Myth No. I : "Conformity" and "uniformity" are
now the chief characteristics of American society. "The
truth," Revel writes, "is that American society is torn
by too many tensions not to become more and more
diversiffed." He sees the U.S. as a healthy bundle of
contradictions, 'h diversity of mufually complemen-
tary, of. alternative subcultures".

Myth No. 2: Americans are slaves to "gadgets".
Revel's solemn counterclaim: "The tnrth is that there
is no country in the world where ar.rtomobiles, for
exarnple, are treated more like ordinary tools-or where
people drive less like maniacs". Furthermore, making
an assertion that will particularly outrage Europeans,
he insists that "aesthetii' imagination is "moie pro-
nounced in the U.S. than anywhere else in the world'.

Myth No. 3 : Arnerica is "the citadel of reaction."
Revel's reply: Nothing quite as unreactionary as Ralph
Nader or the mass opposition to Viet Nam has ever
happened in Europe.

Feed Revel an opinion and he will answer it with
an opinion. While putting down Russia, China, the
Third World and, above all, France, Revel cannot for
the life of him discover signiffcant faws in the U.S.
He likes Andy Warhol movies. He loves Playboy
("One of the most progressive magazines in America").
He even recommends American TV (with all those
channels it is more like being turned loose in a
library"). Whatt more, he sees them all as part of the
revolution. Not only blacks, ]esus freaks and grape
workers but near-Establishment liberals get abstract-
ed into a single morality-play ffgure, labelled 'The
Dissenter". -fhere is more revolutionary spirit in the
United States today, even on the Right," cries Revel,
"than there is on the Left anywhere else".

Is Revel France's answer to Charles Reich-a 1971
champion of the sweeping statement? Not quite.
Beneath the extravagances he is a shrewd polemicist
out to score a fair rebuttal point: that America is not
as bad as most Europe'ans-and many Americans-
think it is. In other words, the New World is still a
source of revolutionary hope. But the modern sin of
overstatement runs away with Revel. Before he can
stop, he is dreaming of a revolution that will spread
from the U.S. by "a sort of political osmosis" until it
arrives at its logical conclusion: "world government"
and-glory glory-'Homo novus, a new man very
different from other men".

The myth slayer has ended by creating his own
myth. Still, Revel's act of provocation works pretty well

"within its own terms, and his corrective exaggerations
should also have their good effects. At the very least,
the author will become the pundit of the season.
Writing grand-design scenarios of the future is a more
popular art now than science ffction, even if less re-
liable. But horv truly has the rvold expert bcen defined
as "a man arvay from home!"

K. Vnsuonr',t R.co
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TIIE DANGEROL/S YEARS -Continued front page 2

replace the present Government by a more enlightened
and sensible set of persons. Let us say that those who
tarke over are rnodern, practical people who are not
rvedded to any dogma and who will take sensible steps
to pull the country out of the morass. Let us even
imagine tliat they would do rvhat would be done by
socialists like Prime lUinister Lee Kwan Yu of Singa-
pore or by Chanceilor Willy Brandt of West Germany
rvho won the elections last December in alliance with
thc Liberal (Free Democratic) Party on a manifesto
for "the free market economy" which would. be con-
sidered blasphemous by those who call themselves
socialists in this country.

Such a regime could inter alia be expected to take
the following steps to undo the mischief of the past
two decades:

First, it rvould go in for a drastic cut in taxation,
both indirect and direct, and a corresponding reduction
in the unproductive expenditure of government.

Secondly, it would stabilise the Rupee by eschew-
ing inflationary policies like deficit ffnancing and by
insisting that the country live within its means.

Thirdly, it would give priority to labour-intensive
activities like agriculture, irrigation and road-building
in order to further employment opportunities of a
productive kind.

Fourthly, it would stop further nationalisation and
take-over bids and insist on Government enterprises
making a profit and giving a return to the tax-payer
and to the country.

Fifthly, it rvould double the rate of industrial pro-
duction by utilisation of installed capacity, moderni-
sation of plant ancl mac'hinery, eliminating most of the
shortage of rrrlv materials, power and transport, and
reducing labour indiscipline.

Sixthly, it rvould cut out excessive controls, red tape
and clelay and follorv Ludrvig Erhard's prescription
to 'let men and the money loose', so that the country
may advance.

Seventhly, it rvould activate cn,mpetition and ffght
monopoly in all sectors and stop the current shadow
boxing against the so-called concentration of econo-
mic power which is depriving the country of the
economies of size rvhich the rest of the world enjoys.

Last but not the least, it would take more serious
steps to stop the explosive growth in our populati_on
on which today not even half per cent of the outlay
of our Five Year Plans is allocated.

Can there be any doubt that, if only these things
are done, the picture would begin to change within
a matter of months?
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There are people who say: "Yes, all this is true,
but it is politically impossible." To them, all one can say
is that they seem to have leamt nothing from history.
Listening to them it would seern that these advocates
of change have come to believe that there can be no
further change and that history has come to a stop in
1973.

When educated and affuent people talk like this
and claim that it is the ignorant and illiterate masses
who come in the wa1,- of desirable reforms, they
are advancing an alibi for their own guilt. Let us

frankly face the fact that the greater part of the blame
for the state of the country today lies on the shoulders
of the educated and the afluent.

Rallg the Reasonable

Some of us have watched with amusement the dog
ffght that has bcen going on recently in Delhi within
the ruling Party between the Socialist Forum infested
by Communist fellow-travellers on the one hand and
the Nehru Forum of those who consider thernselves

to be democratic socialists on the other.
If we Liberals keep up an unrelenting campaign

Freedom First

against the follies and mistakes of the Socialist Esta-
bhshment and keep placing before the people a sane
and practical alternative, one of the results should in
tirre be to rally the sensible elements throughout the
country against the unredeemable ones.

In order to play this role effectively, however, rve
shall have to be prepared to think afresh and to think
boidty and if necessary to jettison any dogmas or other
intellectual baggage that may weigh us down. We
shall have to be prepared to show that we axe more
radical than the members of the Socialist Establish-
ment rvho cling to the dead.wood of Mancist dogma
and mistake bureaucratic State Capitalism for Socia-
lisrn. Brushing aside meaningless labels like Right'
and'Left', we shall do well to work with all those who
have a genuine concern for the poor and a burning
passion for social justice. We too want change, but
change that works.

Naturally, we Liberals have to be prepared to be
in a minority, perhaps even not a very significant one.
Mr. G. H. Hardy, the well-known scientist, aptly em-
phasised the need for dissent in a democracy when he
said: "It is never worth a fust class man's time to
express a majority opinion. By definition, there are
plenty of others to do it".
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WITH MAI\IY VOICES
tr{oans r.uncl *ith ,,lnny voices. Come, *int?t"l".ii
'Tis not too late to seek a ne\\'er world." '

If anybody tries to say that poverty can go in my
lifetime or during my tenure as Prime N4inister it just
cannot. It is something which has very deep roots.

-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in Blitz,
April 14.

If rve want to remain faithful to Marx, we must
understand that the real problem of socialism is not
so much to reduce inequalities within national
frontiers as to suppress inequalities between states and
nations.

-President Leopold Senghor of Senegal in
Times of lndia, March 30.

Berlin is a lie-detector.

-Chancellor Willy Brandt quoted inThe Ecotwmist,
February 10.

What is important is to know what the man thinks
about in the morning when he is shaving.

-Henry Kissinger quoted in Time, March 19.

There is only one alliance now, that is the grandest
alliance of the Congress and the Communist Party of
India.

-Mr. S. NijalingappainTimes of India, March 81.
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It was only because I and Mr. Priya Ranjan Das
Ivlunshi could manage to visit Nloscow that u'e are
still reckoned as leaders of some sort.

-Subrato Mukherjee, lvlinister of State in West
Bengal, tn Times of lndia, March 17.

rvish at this point I could announce publicly I
a veneral clisease.

-Liberated lVoman German Greer quoted in
Time, March 12.

I am not afraid of Marx.

-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in Times of lndia,
March 6.

Women are hard enough to handle now, without
giving them guns.

-Senator Barry Goldwater in U.S. Netr:s &
Worl.d Report, April g.

U.N. oeto scoreboard: U.S., 3; France, 4; Britain, 10;
Russia, 109.

-U.S. Netus &World Report, April 2.

Russia always starts by trying to get an agenda
which prejudges all issues in its favor. Thus, while a
normal agenda might propose 'To discuss (1) when
to start work, (2) when to have lunch, and (3) when
to go home,' a Communist agenda would read: 'to
discuss (1) starting work at 9 a.m. (2) lunching at
noon, (3) quitting at 6 p.m.' TIwt accepted - uthnt's
lelt to discuss?

-U.S. Neurs &Woil"d Report, April9.

In our concept of democratic socialism the word
democratic is not an epithet which can be dAached
at convenience.

-Mr. S. N. Mishra quoted in Indian Erpress,
April 1.

Subservience usually accompanies incompetence.

-Romesh Thapar in Economic and Political Weekly,
January 13.
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The apparent thau' in east-west relations and the
chatter about strategic parity between Russia and
r\rncrica have obscure,<l the fact that the ffrst of these
Pou'ers is expanding and the second is eontracting.

-The Economist, Janrrary 27.
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