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THIRD WORLD EXPIJOITS SOLIDARITY 
Polish Communist Asks Unpleasant Questions 

A remarkable echo of Mr. Daniel Moynihan's statements on the Third World ]Jttblished in earlier issues 
of ·'Freedom First" COIIWS, of all places, front So~,;iet occupied Eastern Europe. JJelow is an abridged ver­
sioll of em article by Wieslaw Gomicki abridged from the Polish jOIII'Ilal "Kultura" tlte official mouthpiece of 
the Polish United Workers Party. Such an outspoken mticle coulcl not lwce been published unless it also 
reflects tlte ~.;icu;s vf the So~,;iet Communist ParhJ. This makes the article of even more interest and significa11ce. 

I~ Poland, some 15 ) cars ago there appeared pro­
babl) the most interesting article<> about and reports 

from the Third World '' ritten anywhere on our planet. 
At that tim(' we Polt•s "ere certain tliat we had in our 
pockets thom.ands of infallible remedies for the iUs of 
this world and we sen ed them up in our books with the 
eagerness of pl·oplc who pa!.sionately care about tl1e 
world·s fate. 

One would se;trt·h in \'ain for such books in English. 
Dutch, Belgian or Fn'nch literatures. Only the peoples 
who are not guilty of the sins of classical colonialism 
hnvC' hccn capable of a genuine emotional and rational 
reaction to the prohkms of the Third 'World. 

Our r<'Hl'lions wt•rc mor0 than just au expression of 
so lidari ty with the poor uuc.l the hungry. It seems to 
111e tltal nt mw stage· in our post-war histmy we acllmlly 
attHiucd a mo111Cnl o!' identification with the problems 
of the Third World. \Vt• sided instinctivelv with lndo­
llE'Sh! " hcu lml01wsia laid a claim to \V.cstem Irian, 
t>veo" though historkally Indonesia's claim appeared to 
us to he rath<'r flimsy. \Vc did nol hide our satisfaction 
when Indian tt\nks suddenly overran Goa, even though 
the Pnrtlll.{ti<'S<' ruk·rs cried that it was a classical case 
of aggr<.•ssiou and were c;uppotted by manr. \Ve swal­
lowed without a word of protest many eYents in Iraq; 
.:-.ias!)cr·s concentration camps for Egyptian Commu­
nists ncar .-\le\;tndria. 

Such a wa~ of r<.'acting became part of our make­
up and led us to adopt the nalc that "\Ve write favour­
ablv of the Third World-or we don't write at all ... 
Probably the only deviations from this rule were our 
reactions to the massacre of the Communists in the 
Sudan and the events in Indonesia in 1965. Even to­
day, tongm ..... ticd by our unspoken undertaking, we 
begin to stammer, even though it is high time tl1at we 
speak aloud. when it comes to informing our public that 

a certain African president loves to mete out se,·ere 
punishmcml with his own hands br caning the petty 
thieves in his town jail. Or that a certain Field \Iarshal 
order!) his !>ubj('cts to ki" the tips of his hoots in public 
and hn' had tht• intcre.,ting idea of erecting a mmm­
m<>nt to \dolf Bitler. 

For som<' tim<.• now thic; unconditionaJ solidarih· with 
the countrit•s of th£' Third World has been questioned 
in our <.'Oilllh'). Our douhts are not due simpl;- to the 
fact that <'' <'r more• often we• arc witnessing tbe llighl 
com<: to pow£'r in thos<.' countries; this could be ex­
plained awny h) tlw normal pulsations of the deve}qp­
menl rh) thrn. The rC'nl doubts on our part spring fmm 
other C't\tiS('S. 

vVc.• have hc<.'ll reuding attonti,·ely the resolution 
adopted hy the Crnt•P of Seventy-Seven ( the United 
Nntions <IS.'>Odation of poor ('()t.llltrics ). vVe have listen­
ed to tlw vnriou'> .~pcc<:lws made by thei1 representa­
tivt's in the Unitl'd Nation.~. W~ have taken part in dis-
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cussions with the most e loquent spokesmen of the 
Third World. And we have been increasingly asking 
ourselves wb~;ther the second d ecade of independence 
has not led a number of Third World countries to a 
dangerous confusion of ideas. The confusion is not just 
a matter of politics: what is at stake is the very intel­
lectual aud moral premises underlying our mutual 
relations. 

There is talk, for instauce, of a ''new ec0110mic 
world order," in which tJ1ere would be a perman­
en t system of economit: preferences for less deve­
lop ed countries. There is also talk of the necessity 
of "redisl1'ibution of wealth on a global scale." ln them­
selves sueh slogans cannot arouse io us any feelings of 
doubt or any reservalions. Besides, there is nothing 
novel about them and they simply express the elemen­
tary ideals of justice that form the foundation of every 
socialist ideology. Nobody who wants to be regarded 
as a human being can treat with indifference the in­
credible fact that almost two-thirds of the inhabitants 
of our planet are s tarving and that life for them will 
get worse and not better. 

Profound Changes 

Bnt in the last five years there have occurred pro­
found and significant changes in the so-called Third 
World. 1t is h·ue that tbe poor have grown poorer. Bul 
it is a lso true that \Vithin the Group of 77 lhere bus 
enwrgetl a number of <.:ountries which have moved up 
w(ti J an incredible speed to join the club of the richest 
c<llllllries in the world, at least in the sense of currency 
r~s<.:rve-s. These:> are well knovvn fncts , so that we can 
dispense with repeating the stories about white 1\lerce­
des limousines 'vith golden monograms on their shock­
absorbers driven by Arab sheikhs or Lhe palaces they 
nre having built for themselves. which would have 
made the Turkish sultans green with envy. But what 
w e cull/lOt rlispcnse with is 1111 e.wmi1wtio11 of tl1e l'ela­
linl! <:/lip vf wr.w li/1 ami J?Ot' ertu insidr· thr C n m11 of 
Sn1· 11t y-Sr• vc1L 

\Ye c<tnllOl hut ask wh) the rcJistrihutiou ol " "altlt 
shotdd llOt hegin with the Group itself. since it dis­
play), t-he most striking contrasts in Ji, ·int:?; <>tandnn ls. 
KuwAit's nnlional income last year was $ 11,000 a head. 
On the other hand, 24 other countrie~ helonging to 
tlw Group have a national incnml" of $ 200 n lwatl. 
''hi!<: Haiti and Ethiopia cannot even achicv<' a level 
11f ~ 100. Fac·cd J,y ~u c:h facts ml~· ('<\IJtlOI ht: lp a sf, lllt.( 
; 1 ''' " ' );i111plc hut unpleasant !Jlll·s tion<; . \\'It~ doc•s 
'-.igc·d a, ,,,·c·rflowiug with oill't:main indi!l c•:t' ltl lo the 
l.( h •l' ll ~· Jl•>' C'l'l ~ of ih 1wigl t hn11r~ Ni~o • r ~l : di C' l,, tl 
( :11 1H rnnn-' \Yit\ h.l' 11111 <:; ,, 11.!1 \ 1· .! 11. ,lnlptwd In· 
, 1 1 .1 sin~k· L l 'llt lh~· pnw nl , 1 lqrr..J ,,, ••il >old !u 

l ndln ':> \\ h~· ltaH• tile ,\mh s lt ~' •~l. s "hwh l, ;a ,, • I H I 

.!illi<·ttl h i1 p1m • l w:. in~ l •,1HI" ·tn•l••tlli•· ;, ,!., , , ,.h i •·ttr 
pnr:tl l rll " I l l I'll\ · \\',._,, r Ill•·" In lll 'l' l t 1'11\ I , ill\cll· .wl 
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of solidarity with the poverty-stricken masses of east­
ern Java or the inhabitants o£ the Brazilian sh anty 
towns? 

It would be very difficult to explain what conunon 
interests actually link fellow Group m embers such as 
Paraguay and Oman, Mali and 1v1alaya. Would it b e 
the common denomiuator of a high illiteracy rate or a 
poor n etwork? But to make good either deficiency one 
docs not have to create a grouping with definite ideo­
logical and political aspirations. So what else is linking 
these countries? It is not the colour of skin, for all the 
human races are represented within tl1e Group. Nor is 
it a common national income level below the world 
average; uor is it a shared condition of indush·ialunder­
development. Sheikh Yamani ponders how to use Lhe 
gigantic financial resources of Saudi Arabia, while for 
the Upper Volta the construction of workshops pro­
ducing ordinary latl1es remains a d1·eam beyond the 
bounds of even theoretical planning. In the Group of 
Seventy-Seven it would be difficult to find even Eve 
countries that a re not in a state of conllic t with their 
neighbours. Yet such realities do uot inhibit the Group 
from coming out at almost regula r intervals with in­
creasingly strident declarations and deman ds. 

Insulting Comparison 

TI1e COIIt:eption of ''industrialised countries" sudden­
ly ceases to be trcatt>d by the Third World within its 
historic.tl t:outext and is inc reasingly used by it as a 
synonym for describing all the couutdes that have 
::ucceeded in climbing above the level of say, $ 1,500 
dollars annual income a head. When this happens, we 
get an unacceptable and immoral confusion of the 
amOlUit o( national per t:npita i ncome with the sources 
of income, we get an iusnlting comparison of the p oor 
natious whose people with clenched teeth and by their 
own efforts have mattagcd to build the foundations of 
induslriaJ ci\' ilisation, w ith the white sahibs. who for a 
nntttl)(' r r.t ~<'Ht'l'ati tlns l.!; t'C'W fat on Hw blood ancl "'''t• :\l 
or thv colol! ial p copll'!L Sudt n ·asonitlg;-<md it dot'' 
ttol uttl'mluttal..Jy ot·cut• !>O r:trl'ly as to b e rcgard<'d as 
~ase:. of unl'ortunalt• lapsus linguae-will not be ac­
cept<-tl h~· Hll) sod alist countr) . l t is outrageous. un­
j nstified and a II the more damaging to the interests of 
the Third \Vorld because it alst> p laces the bu rden of 
resp onsibility 1<11· the r. ·n·eds of coloniali~1n llp<m thos~> 
C'llUiltricS, wlticlt OVe r lJit' r nsl five de<:udt•S have been 
llw rno~ l t·n t~ ~ i., tt•nt c:l\ l' lldl's of d.tssi<-;tl colnni.11isut. 

lt is !lt(•n•fon~ hit(h tinw to warn till' Third \Vorld 
that tlw cU'cch of s11ch rcnsoniug and the claims bnsl.'d 
1111 II \\i ll IH' to d l.;o; ipalt• t i l\' ''n •al f1111d of ~ooclwtll 
l l1,11 l o!l ~ lil'l'tl h11il1 up l•1l ,ol •· 11111· t• ,amplo-, in 1hc• <·1>11 

• '11111 \lll I lj l \ l'J,J '•' I'•Jibl• 111:111 ;l ll d \~'II II Hlll II\': 

l ito· la ~ t ll. rL'l' tl••<·.tJ t·' · \\ l ma~ allow oursdve:; th•· 
1,J, .• ,,II , • 1 1 ··1w' r, ... ,J .. ,, tl•' , "~~'·· • 1w .. a1,,, . ... ~~ . 

i {.lll t /illlll1t /tl11 Jl(l!!f' .'? 1 



Between You & Me and The Lamp Post 

Discal'ded Fashions 

W HEN a conference of Stat~ governors takes a 
d ecision which is echoed by the Central Bureau 

of Intelligence, one can tn.kc it tha t it reflects the minds 
of those in authority. The line taken by the Governors 
and tlle CBT is that Article 226 of the Cons titu tion. 
which empowers High Courts to admit wr it petWons, 
should be citl1er abroga ted or truncated. That the right 
of judicial review should get in th<:: \\'ay of the sccral 
police is only to be expected . The Governors of Stales 
could harcUy be expected to ech o such a vjew but for 
tl1e fact tha t they a re in reali ty the mouthpiece of the 
Union government. 

It is significant that about the same time as these 
developments, L aw Minister H . R. Gokhale was d is­
cussing with Mr. T erebilov, the leader of a Soviet 
··Law" delegation, "issues relating to tl1e legal and cqn­
stitulional systems in the two countries." H is Soviet 
mentors w ill have n o d ouht nudged the L aw Minister's 
elbow in case this was needed . 

It is interesting that just when the right of the citizen 
to approach the Courts for re lief from aetions of the 
executive and laws p assed by the Union Parliament, 
which under our Constitutiou is a subordinate legiSla­
ture and oot a sovt:reign hod)' like the Br itish P arlia­
ment in Britain, is bei ng threatened , there is in the U.K. 
an up and coming d emand fot· a Bill of Rights which 
js eapable of being enforced by the judiciary in order 
to p rotect the citizen from the vagaries of t he executive 
and Parliamen t. 

Accord ing to Lord F eather, the eminent trade union­
ist wh o is the Chairman of the Commission on H uman 
Rights, no one can h e c·omp lacPnt :1hout existing 

m easur es for the p rotectiou of human r ights. Accord­
ing to an editorial in th e Guard i(ln, the tradition of 
British opposition to such a Bill of Rights is evaporat­
ing : "Almost two hundred years ago there were many 
Americans, among them Alexander Hamil ton, w ho felt 
n Rill of Rights was unnecessary. There are many peo­
ple today opposed to a British Bill of Rights, b ut the 
idea continues to gather suppor t. Leading figures in 
each of the three major p a r ties h ave fl oated clilferent 
proposals and nn Appeal Court judge, Sir Leslie 
Sc:armnn. has ske tched out his own idea: a Bill of 
Rights w hich wouJd b e superior to Parliament. Now 
the Lab our Party has produced a formal p roposal 
(based 0 11 a scheme first outlined b y the Gttardian's 
L egal Correspondent, Michael Zand er ) whk h it wants 
party members to discuss:· 

The Libera l Party has a lso advocated a European 
Bill of R ights as par t of a common programme for 
European libera ls. Not to be outdone, Lord Hailsham, 
the Conserva tive leader in the House of L ords, wrote 
to the London Times about the "inherently dangerous 
character of the h·aditional omnipotence of P arliament. 
The sovereignty of Parliament ha$ become the sovere­
ignty of the H ouse of Commons, elected as you haw 
observed on other occasions, b y a metl10d ensur ing at 
times its dominance by a rela tively small minori ty of 
the e lectorate. The sovere ign ty of the Houst' of Com· 
mons has bec·ome tlJe sovere ignty of the executive. that 
is a govem ment controlling both the party whips and 
the immensely powerful Civil Service. The ~overeignty 
of the government, in Lab our hands, has b ecome the 
sovere ignty of the ( un read and unreadable) ruanifesto, 
sanctified by the wholly he retica l d octrine of manda te, 

( Ccmlincu;d from JlliJ:!.C 2 ) 

hands <lrc dean a11d wt· h;.~n: a moral !) dea n record 
with regard to the countries of the Third World. Fur 
within the limits o f onr pnssihilities nnll the balance' 
of forces in the world, we have Jone a lmost L·verything 
in our pmvcr !"0 prove that our solidatorv with the poor 
and hnngry is not confi rwd to the sp hen· of vPrhHI 
del'larations. 

Tn•nlin.(.( a ll tl u.~ "' indu~tri.tli~ed countries·· as thu11glr 
therl' wen· no inlre.n·n t <lif!'crenceo; arnon~ them, is only 
CHH' ~ l cp aw:l\ from ~tlln~· \ 't·r~ (lcld a11d disqnictinl!; 
idc•;r-;. Orw of tlli'Pl lor in,t:Hwr• i'( that nil indn~tri .l li ~Pd 
,·f\lll!ll' il '' ' hotdd p:l\ ·• 1-) o,; cJ, •jWIIrlittl! on tlr• 1r rr:ltinll.t l 
rneunw irrcS[>C'<'Ii\ l' nl the lu~tnticul Pr·i~itt' Pi t lwi• 
prt·St' ll l It•\ <•I ol nalion;ll int't\1 11(' \ Vc•r•c• 1111 ... proposal 
ln lor• o·,lll i1 •cl l1o 11~ ln.!w. ol l'Oilll"h l,illll \II ,J1•11dd lt l\ t• 

a \\ oriel iu wh ich ~wh sheikhs \\o11ld contilltH' tn p11 r­
dHtsc ever more villas on the Cote <f Azur. while a 
Pt>lish nlrpenter in Sieradz. a P.us~ ian post-office c:lcrl~ 
in Onv;k an d a Czech locksmith in Pardnhi(•e would 
share the ('OS !~ of the .. :-Jew Ecnrwmic Ort!N., with li te 
~lljn lwcrct 1 (,f Lftn:cht and the gl·ntlemrn of tlw City 
nf London. 

Solidarity is . I wry nn(• tlting. hut con ('011d itioll tlwl 
it lltth sf• r vt·.~ om "\iVt-11 tlll(kr<~lond HHliowd nnd ~h ttt• 
inl! · n·:. t~>. 011 tlw otlwr lra11d, sltmdd wt· he fo1n.:ed 111 

·1 h·urdn11 it lhen tlw wnrlrl will hr<•r>nw notbin!! hut 
.1 \'<t.~t ;lrl'lla \\'lt('lt' r ratio11~ \dlltnllljW tt: for n place J;t 

llw sun. ~uch H world wo1.ld lw :t hard .md sad phwe 
I I j 1 i \'!. ill , 
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and rende red largely tmbeataule by tl1e use of the pl·e­
rogati,·e 11f dissolution." 

Once again, as in many other respeds, those amongst 
us who profess to be modern nre picking up the dis­
<.:::trded fashions of the British. 

Untoppled Domino 

THE Thai. Prime Minister, Mr. Kukrit Prnmoj, has 
been d eJeated in the general elections to Parlia­

ment by his brother, Mr. Seni Pramoj, the leader of 
the opposition. In case any reader should think Thai 
politics are a famil y affair and this change d enotes a 
lack of seriousness, your Editor , who happens to know 
hoth brothers. can correct <lll.V snch wrong impression. 
Both Seni aud Kukrit Pramoj are distinguished intel­
lechta ls who have he ld aloft the b anner of the free 
society and democratic liberties through years of autho­
ritarian government. While func tioning within the 
authorjtarian system, they never succumbed to it and 
it is therefore natural that the people of Thailand 
should have- tum ed to them when at last democratic 
J rOL•doms, including freedom of the press. the rule of 
law nnd free e lections were restored in Thailand last 
YC'<\f. 

. It \vas in the last week of ?\tlarcb that Mr. Kulrrit 
Pramoj ordered the last of the American military per­
sonnel, except for 2.50 advisers, to leave Thailand. This 
wa.~ presumably an effort to app ease sections of the 
Tkti student t·omnnmitr and bis communist neigh­
bnurs in l'\ol'til Vie tmm, Laos and Cambodia. llis 
defeat shmvs tllnt tlte people of 1lmiland did not ap­
prO\'C.' of this dt:'tision and within H fortnight of this he 
has been replaced as Prime Minister hy ::-.!r. Scni 
Prnmoj. who is opposed to s uch appeasement and 
stands for a polit:~' of friendship wi.llt the W est whiclt 
is being followed by the governments in neighbouring 
countries like lndo11esia, Malayasia and Singapore. Pre­
sumably the a rmed forces. who had opposed the fo rmer 
Prime rvt inist~r's move. will now be able to secUTe ;\ 
rt'\t' rsal of ht, dt·cision . l t "Otllcl lnol, as if Thailand. 
\1 l1ic l1 \\ ns to l1an· lwC'n tll!• fir~lllOtuino to lnppl<> he­
hHt• tl\t' Communist ach'ance. ba~ li1HIIagl·tl lu n'·t•rt 
that l<dl. For this all i11 Soulll East Asia ancl South Asia 
\\'ho ltndt•rstancl what is at stake should h(' ~ratrftt l , 

Labour Dithers 
THE l:hilish Labour Party has, in making its choice 

nf a lc•adr r and 11orninaling the Prime Minister of 
l~nt;dn et·hot•d the· wiscl<•nt uf tlt l' Thais. 1\y a det'isi' t · 

u\arl!,in it hn-: l'('jt•cted l\lr. l\'lidtael F oot (II fa\'Olll' of 
\ l1 . C:allagl1a11. ll i:-. 11'11\' tltnt· ~ fr. Fm•t"5 cll'ction wo1 dd 
ha ' ,. t·ll~ttn•d tlw th• lnll ol tlio• I ,a hollt' Part\ i11 th<' 
1' '' L(t ll<'l'il l t•lt•t·lilllh .tnd \lr~. \l'truc n·t Th: tldtt 1 il 
'II• l tHtk .t]H tH ·I~ par(\ \II\\ 11111:-ot l11 rll ~.ljllJii ll llt"l 1l 
till' l't''l dl. Froltt a n.tlillllotl p11int ol \ ' tl'". 11''"·~·\'l'l', \l1. 
t •,,.,,·, o•lt•t'll"l ' '"'"tid 1!.1',. h,., ,n nntltinl( ~hnr~ nl ' 
dt<:l\ lo•o· \\ llilo· !'I ' IH•r;tll\- ht •lil '\l'clitl '"' ;111 lllllW~t 111.111 
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he has shown such utter moral and mental confusion 
O'ver issues ranging from the closed sh op on the one 
hand to the appeasement of Soviet imperialism on the 
other that even a few months of his premie rship could 
have done great damage to Britain. Ugly possibiJities 
like those described by the well-known novelist Mr. 
COllSlalinc Fitzgibbon in his book When the Kissing 
fwd to Stop may even have opened up if this honest man 
surrounded b y evil forces had been placed in p ower. 

There is no room, however, for rejoic ing on the part 
of those who, whether in Britain or abroad, sec these 
dangers. The impressive vote rolled up by the Tribuu­
ite candidate and his nomina tion as Leader of the 
H ouse show that the threat from the lunatic fringe of 
the Pa rty is stronger than ever. They have drawn blood 
a lready by successfull y \'etoing the eminently sensible 
appoin tment of Mr. Roy Jenkins as F oreign Secretary 
because, forsooth, he is too good a European! The fight 
for the soul uf the Lahom Party is still on. 

And Now Dubcek! 
THE Communist campaihrn against Alexander 

Dubcek, the last Prime '' '' iniste r of Czechoslo­
v:o.kia before it was ovetTun by the Red Army, has now 
reached its culmina tion with the charge launclted by 
tlte present s;,ltcllite government in that countr)' that 
Ouhcek and his supporters maintained links with the 
CIA even when they were in office. Thus· the villifica­
tion of this communjst who wanted "socialism \vith a 
huma 11 face'' to be pntt•ti<.·t•d in his ccwntry has re~ched 
it~ reductio ad ttl1sw·du111 . Those "·hu nn• w rongly :w­
cuscd of being C IA agents tl11·oughout the fret' world 
may now rejoice that they a re HOt only in the distin­
gu is hed compaur of n noble m~1 11 like Jayaprakash 
Narayan hut also nn honest co;mntm ist like Alexander 
Dubcekl 

"Majority Rule"? 
F REEDOM VI RST is glad to recei\'e corroboration 

of its d oubts about the prescription of "majotity 
r11 11.-· itt tntdli-ntt'i:d .~ocit·ties ( ~~·"' ff' .. -\pril. parr ·I 
nnlt' <.'Ill it led .If ucl1 I oo Si 111 p/1 ) fwm no lf'ss a person 
tl t;u t thL' n•tl•rau writer ll 11d <.:O ttl tnt.:t lt<lto r. ~ l r. ~Ialcolm 
Mug;geridge. in 11 letter lu th~; Loudon 1'imes of March 
2-l. 1m6. lw adntits lo a :;tatr (\f cottfttsioll as lo what 
is preciselr mca.nl hv UH.· simpl istic term ·'majority 
ru le·· and ask~ a numbt'r of pertinent questions: '·Is it. 
fo r instance. what "t• refnse to a llow in l'orthern 
hluml ~ Or wltat exi~l~ in Uganch1 or Lihva or Malawi 
qr :1 11 ~ 1•f tl11· utlter so-l·.d iC'd l iberat<~d .\fricao teni ­
torit•s? 1:-; ndt• IH l\ lar•dtnl Tit o majorit\· rule? Or by 
fl ;lpn Dol'':- );(Ill a11d l.l'ir itt ll aite Or f>, fide l Castro? 
( >r lor tltnt tll tdl<·• . II\' \lr \\ tl:-;wl or w.hnc>V£'1' i)i <·leet­
' d I• I \ ll t'l't'o·d ltiu l i11 l .hi.~ l'Otlltln ' ~ll\\' thai lht · \\ kkrd 
. \t llt ' l'tt ••, , l •. t:-. IH:t 11 d1;"' d 111 11 , , St~ullt \ 't~'tll:llll v11 

jPyit•~ n••IJ<>t tl ) Ill It h LaqsJ 1~ C.unlmdiar I rt.lo.d l:v 
l11111ld Iii ' k11o•l\ " 

...,n ~ltm dd "t•, 



DYING WITH DIGNITY 
Fredoon P. Antia 

I T is not unusual to find amongst our friends and rela­
tives elderly men and women, often over 70 years of 

age, who have long been suffering from some chronic, 
incurable ailment. It hurts those around the patient, 
probably even more than it hurts the benumbed patient 
himself, to see the physician pushing in quick succes­
sion, injections and drips into their withered half-dead 
muscles and veins. I t probably hurts the conscientious 
physician himself, because he is well aware of the fact 
that the end result of all the effort on his part, no matter 
how sincere, is going to be negative. In most cases death 
can be deferred only b y a few days or weeks, but in 
some, he will be able to prolong the patient's existence 
almost indefinitely. For the heart goes on beating. al­
though every other organ of the body may be refusing 
tn function normally. This writer has heard of a case 
where a lady over 70 years of agd, completely bed­
ridden, was thus kept alive like a vegetable for 13 years, 
only after which her heart stopped beating. The writer 
recalls also having read a p ress item about the des­
perate struggle the physicians are putting up to prolong 
the life of Shaltid Bhagat Singh's old mother, aged 
98 years. The physician feels that he owes it to the 
ethics of his profession, bound by the Hippocratic Oath, 
to go on pumping into the body of the patient, whether 
through the mouth or the bloodstream, whatever drug 
has even the remotest chance of prolonging life. Aparl 
from the suffering of everybody concerned, this im­
poses inter alia a crushing burden, financial and 
physical, 011 those responsible for the patient's upkeep. 

This writer is reminded of a Court case which came 
11p in Hialeah in the State of F1oricla, U.S.A. A lady of 72 
had to have her dried \vithered veins opened every day 
to force blood transfusion into her. Not being able to 
bear the pain slte asked her phrsicians to stop tortur­
ing her by incising into her veins. The physician could 
not fail to st'C the logk of her n·qut>.;t. But he llll he 
was betw~en the devil and the deep se·a. if he con­
tinued to give transfusion, it was tantamount to treating 
her against her will. lf he stopped the transfusion, he 
would be aiding and abetting a suicide. As a cantious 
man he thought it prudent to ttlke the issue to a com­
petent Cnmt of Law. The Jttdge ruled ''1 can11ot decide 
wht.:lhC'r slto shouW li''~' or die, that is up to God. flut 
a pPrson has a right not to suffer pain. A person has Lhc 
right to live or die in dignity". llc decided that the 
patient cannot be forced to 1\C(C'pl any trrahncnt which 
\\'3~ painful to lwr. Thi-. j11d~~t>nwnt t'rnbnldrmt'd tlw 
physician to s top the hlood trm~fn,iwt. The lady "a~ 
'i l!'l'cl fnrlh• r ' ' rlo•r• <il• 'j,, .. J 11, • ·r• n• I ,J 

1 hr l ml~t· p11l hi~ fing1•r on tlw ri'.!hl !-<P:•I \\ 'l•,ll "a•, 
at i'-~ur· wns the ril!hl nf tlH' hnmm hcin~ tn dir• in 

dignity, just as much as he or she has the right to live 
in dignity. 

Quinlan 

Far different from the above was the ruling given 
in a more recent American case which received-and 
rightly-world-wide publicity. In September last year, 
tbe adoptive parents of a girl 21 years of age, Karen 
Quinlan, petitioned the Superior Com·t in Morristown, 
N.J .• that the respirator which sustained Karen's life 
be ordered to be turned ofF to enable their adopted 
daughter who had been suffering from an irreparable 
brain damage since April-so that she is permitted to 
die. The facts of the case are that Karen went into an 
unexplained coma after having taken a tranquilising 
drug and alcohol and experienced difficulty in breath-

STOP PRESS 
Since Dr. Antia wrote this article, there has 

been a welcome change in the situation concern­
ing Karen Quinlan. The New Jersey Supreme 
Court has reversed the unfortunate judgement to 
which Dr. Antia refers and h.;Is given Karen's 
parents the right. to exercise onner behalf her 
right to die. The logic of this decision is that, if 
a patient cannot exerdsc his or her right to de­
dine medical treatment, his or her guardians -
usually the next of kin -may do so. 

ing, which led to her present brain condition. She never 
came out of the coma ever since she was affected there­
by. She had to be kept alive with the .aid of an artifi­
cial respirator an~ by inrravenous feeding. H er \Veight 
dropped from 120 to 70 lbs. and her body was reduc­
ed to "grotesqnely twisted flesh". She was completely 
un,t\\ are !tf Iter !.IJI'roundin~ and could not feel, think 
nr rr~pond in ;~ny way. Kan' n had "lived" in this con­
ditinn for O\'er five months when her adoptive parents, 
d evout Catholics, convinced that no amount of medi­
c·al attenti.on c:oulcl restore her to anywhere near 
nonnalcy, after consulting their priest, requested the 
hospital doctor to switch orr the respirator to enable 
lwr Lo die '\vith grace and dignily'' :mel to be pennitted 
"to rt.' turn to the gentle hands of the Lord''. The doctors 
rdu ~cd. Such an act, nccorclin,g to them. would be 
t ,llllaltlouut to ltomicide for whic·h they would be held 
c-riminnllv liable. The parrnt~ tl iNeupon applif'd for ;l 

( •lltrl Ordrr th:tt tlw rt·spimtnt hr ·m·itd1c-<1 off, n• 
~ • • · l, • I d r .,', '•II J, •r1 t '"1 itdtt t1 tlit•. 

Tlw l wnrin~ \\ l'nl nn lnr cla)"S. 1\ll physic·inn'\ ll'~ li -
1 \'int~ in thl" Cntrrt fnr and ~l~ta insl tlw pc>titioncr ;~rlmit-
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ted that, although alive, Karen was in a vegetative 
state and could never recover normal health. Dr Julius 
Korien, Professor of Neurology at N.Y. University 
Medical School, an expert in the inte1-pretation of brain 
wave patterns, said in an interview; "The Court of Law 
and physicians think of life v/s death and that is not 
the situation. There is life, there is death, and there is 
an in between state, that is vegetation". 

The Judge ruled against switching off the respirator. 
By this time Karen hall "lived" for nearly seven months 
in her comatose condition! H e was careful enough to 
enter a caveat though, that the ruling was based on 
the facts of Karen's case and its application was limited 
to that case. There is little doubt that the judgement 
in favour of the Quinlnn parents would have advanced 
considerably Lhe cause of mercy killing. Karen must 
uontinue her vegetative existence and lter parents must 
continue to suffer the pain, agony and mortification of 
seeing her in that state in full knowledge of the fact 
that there is no hope of ending it. Also the State of 
N.J. must continue to employ expensive medical res­
ources, human and physical, of the order of thousands 
of dollars on her, fully aware that nobody is profiting 
by the treatment. 

In a recent survey carried out by ''Nursing 75"', des­
cribed as the world's largest nursing joumal, 15,000 of 
USA's 1.5 million nurses who took part voted in favow­
or slightly in favour of euthanasia for patients who 
de-sired it. 96% were in favow- of withdrawing life 
sustaining treabnent from patients who expressed a 
desire not to continu~ it. This is the opinion of those 
who are in the closest touch with such patients and 
their sufFering. In court cases, nw-ses seldom have a 
look in as experts or witnesses. The court depends 
entirely on the testimony of physiciallS and sw-geons. 
I£ lhey are freed from their Hippocratic oath, is not 
there a distinct probability of their also tilting the scale 
in favour of euthanasia? 

During the last hundred years we have all along 
been focussing our attacks - unsuccessfully though -
on puvcrty, hunger, squalor and slums, which all 
detract from the dignity of living. But we have cate­
gorically been denying lo t11e human being dignity in 
dyiug. Even sodally advanced countries which have a 
humane slan t townru suffering, not only of human 
beings bul even of animals, are prepared to see in­
definite pain and distress before death, rather than put 
an end to them by terminating life, in full l.."Tlowledge 
of the fact lhat the suffering cannot end without the end 
of life. It is tru~ though tl1at in countries with a high 
standard of medical treatment. prolonging life mav 
uot eause as inteJJS<: s uff~:•ring as iu the Thiru 'Vorld 
t:ountric-s, wh<'rf' ~trn t •hr·ds of medic:tl :-tid :tn• lnwc-r. 
T11 f'!Htntrir~ likf" Jndin llwrdofl' it h~·c.-<>t t\l"; all tlu 
twm· Hl'C:t·.;sar v ln t.1k c· Jllr',l'>llr~.;s 111 sttilabl•· L'<l~t:~ l u 
t•lllthlc• lite to end quickly. if !hat is tho only way Sllffl'r­

if,,~ fr; lf t '"tt \ 

•t 
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Even in the U.S.A. where medical assistance of a 
much higher order is available so as to minimise the 
pain and sufferi:ng of the patient, movements are afoot 
to propagate the cult of dying with dignity, i.e. with­
out undue physical deterioration, dependence or hope­
less p ain. Organisations such as the Euthanasia Educa­
tional Fund and the Euthanasia Society of America 
have been propagating the cult of the "Living Will". 
The method adopted is for the person concerned to 
sign such a will in which he or she expresses the wish 
that in case of illness from which "there is no reason­
able expectation for recovery, he or she be allowed to 
die and not be kept alive by artificial means or heroic 
measures". The contents of such a will have to be 
shared naturally with one's near and dear ones. lt 
would be idle to claim though that tl1is js a universally 
accepted cult in U.S.A. There is of course a great d eal 
of raising of eyebrows and bitter debate. 

Ettthanasia 

Incidentally the word "Euthanasia" derives from a 
Greek word 'meaning good death. It can be either 
actiye or passive in the sense that a drug or treatment 
can be administered to hasten death or with-held witl1 
the same objective in view. 

About 18 montlss ago 250 top ranking inte11ectuals 
of the level of Andrei Sakharov and Julian Huxley 
asserted "the absolute right of the individual to con- • 
troJ his or her own bodily destiny in regard to the 
reproduction, medical treatment or lack o£ it, and 
termination includi'ng Euthanasia and suicide", An­
other recent statement, amongst the signatories o£ 
which are several French, American and British Nobel 
Laureates, appeals to thinking people to incorporate 
in tl1eir will the desire that they would like to die with 
dignity and that those concemed should respect this 
wish of theirs. 

We have confined ourselves so far to incurable cases 
of physical melody in which another party is notmally 
involved, such as a physician, nurse, friend or relative. 
But St.Jrely those who are ill at ltcarl OJ' in mind, und 
have nobody to attend 011 thl'nl, haw~ just as much 
right to relief in circumstances where lhey feel death 
alone can deliver them from extreme pain, embrass­
ment and/or humiliation. The present law whereby 
failur e lo b e successful in such an attempt is being 
treated as an offence for which the person is prosecuted 
requires appropriate revision. For surl'!ly from any 
rational, equitable standpoint il cannot lie in the month 
of anotl1er party. even in close contact wHh the pl'rson 
contemplating suicide, Lo sit in judgement on the act, 
wJJetl!.:•r the parlieular situatiou warranted such nn 
l'XtrC'nw ml'aSttl't' ''~" not. It i~ nnlv the wcnn•J' who 
know\ wh. •n• tiJtd l!m\ '-hill plv th . · .;Jtm~ pi!H'll• ' r .. ,. 
Un; ll• lt'll.!>ll\' \\·JLit wh~t.:! • an tllvnlie:nl si tt•a l io11 c: 111 
cnn~e !)Hiu aud sllllt•t-ing to two tlillerf!nt indiv tduals 
\ trl l'~ n• '1 11• '" I I• 1 '' ' rl i , " ' 1 .' I' 1 t . ,_ ,•,)t ltl • l 
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bringing up, ethical and behavioural codes, and other 
strictly personal factors which. no outside party can 
take into account. For example, to many an individual 
who has led an active, useful and meaningful life, re­
tirement from normal work causes so deep and intense 
a boredom that he would prefer to be snuffed out 
quickly, rather than go on continuing what to him is 
a meaningless existence just waiting for death to claim 
him - which may not be on the scene for years. The 
concept of a happy, r elaxed retirement turns out just 
to be a mirage, in India more than anywhere else. Con­
tinuous unemployment or absence of job satisfaction 
can cause just as deep a dis tress to a sensitive mind 
and suicide may appear the only way out. II society 
cannot solve the problem that causes such deep distress 
to the person concerned what right bas it to demand 
that he should go on living, if life means nothing but 
suffering to him? Far from making an attempt at suicide 
a penal offence, a sane society should evolve and make 
available, with some formality to aU ow a cooling down 
period but without undue difficulty, specific devices, 
drugs, injections etc. for ending Hfe without pain and 
without uncertainty as to the effect. And of course there 
should be no prosecution and no social stigma if des­
pite all this the attempt fails. In India more than in 
any other country where life to hundreds of millions 
is nothing but an unceasing round of squalor filth and 
misery, the right to end one's own life should be con­
sidered as a Fundamental Right, on a part with any 
of the rights listed in Article 19 of the Constitution. 

Obscurantism 
Social refonn has always encountered bitter opposi­

tion inter alia from religiously oriented groups. Snch 
opposition bas to be overcome. A little more than a 
hundred years ago in India we contended with the 
barbarous institutions of ''Sati" and infanticide, both nf 
which had not only social but also religious sanction:;. 
Even today we are c:Ootending with institutions of child 
marriage and dowry, both heavily overladen with cen­
turies of social approval and even religious lore. Each 
gcnwrntion hns to fight its own battles again:.t C'01W~'l1. 
t iom and practict'S which arc- found to have outlived 
thl'ir utility. The only social reforms which we havo 
suucessfu lly implemented in india are the 1egalisntion 
of birlh control ancl of abortion. But even in regard to 
these we seem to fight shy of giving aclequnte 1mblkity 
as though we are restrained by a feeling of guilt for 
having passed such laws. IE sanity is to pre\·ail , as it 
sho11 lcl, tlwre is no doubt that the rights to die in dignity, 
:uld lo cowmit Stlidclc. suitably sa fc!~lla 1 dt•tl .tga i11 ~t 
tlwir abuse, will have to be coneeded socmcr 1 ,it lwl' 
1 hun later. TIH: only traged y is thd so much avniclablt 
~nfFer1111! wi ll luwP lwr>n inOictNI nn Jntllion' of nPr~nn~ 
lwfrll·•· 1·hi~ is 3CI:'I' f)lf•<l. .\t ;1m· r;dt th'l~ · /'(\111ild 

whic·h han· abolished (·apilul ]'l\\lllShnwnl. lht'P'h' l i Ht 

c·cdlll~ to thu~c w l1p wish tlu.: rigl1l to 1.-. ,., <;tlt llHJI 111 

;di l'flll~•·it• lll'(' d~n\ [,, !hl)~t' 1•1tl '\I II i,l l fltt • 11 •J.hl I I 
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WHY MARXISM IS LEFT BEHIND 
Bryan Magee, M.P. 

THE same three-word sentence has been uttered to 
me twice in the past year by men who are un­

acquainted with each other but who both came to 
world fame as Marxists or communists. The sentence 
was simply: "Marxism is dead". And both men, it turn­
ed out, meant the same thing b y it. 

They were saying that the contribution Marxism has 
maJe to man's understanding of h imself and society 
h as been magnificent but is r•Ow spent: nothing new or 
important seems likely to come out of it. Both men 
made the point that there are no longer any Marxist 
thinkers or a rtists of major significance-not even any 
outstanding critics-and that scientists a re finding it 
impossible to make further progress on the basis of 
Marxist assumptions. 

Similarly, at the political level, the multifarious re­
g imes that call themselves fo. larxist are all finding that 
social advance leads them away from the Marxist pro­
grammes on which they originally launched them­
selves. At every level, then, the seams have become 
exhausted. 

This is not to say that Marxism has ceased to matter. 
On the contrary, like many ideologies which it itself 
regards as defunct-Christianity, for instance-Marxism 
will continue to operate powerfully through individual~ 
and institutions, nnd to rnake numerous converts among 
the young. But, like lhem, its importance and influence 
in the world wiU be those of established interests, n ot 
pioneering forces. 

At this point 1 challenged each of them with cmrent 
examples of rcvolntiona ry change brought about by 
communists. Both t·epUed, in effect, that communism 
had been, and would continue to be, successful only 
when concealed under the cloak of nationalism. From 
f\tfao via Tito to Ho C hi Minh and Fidel Castro, all 
t.Iarxi>t lratlcrs who hnvc been swept into powL·r hy 
their own people J.a,·c proclaimed the chief ai111 of their 
s truggle to be not the establishment of <:Oilltn\lllistn 
but the liberation of their c:ountry from foreign domi­
nation. That wns the cause that inllamed the musSl'S 
and roused them to fight. Among the rank and fil e ol 
tl1ose national liberation amues one found no wide­
spread enthusiasm for communism, nor even all that 
much intc•rcst in or under landing of it. The leaders had 
realised thi<; altd known ho" to turn it to adva11l.ll!L'. 
On tile other hand in C\'ery country, whether at ~;>,•an.· 
or war. wl~erc tlw l'OIIliiiUuists b ad been r11i ... tal-.~ u 
t'IHJu, .. d• to b.IH' llt•·ir appt·al to the p eople ttll ~·nu, 
lltlllli rn. thr\' I ·td r 1ilr·d Ill •·C'l fll:l),.~ \11pporl 

Thrt·r• wa" mw otht·r point that both JttCll ... ~,tf\•, .tHd 
thnt is lhul people in the \IVt.•st nre takine; a long tirnt' 
to~ \\,d.,• "1'1 tlltlt l. ''I illla·; ltc•en \'.id ·ly ttltd••r· I ., .. ) 

s 

in the communist world for quite a while. In fact it is 
nearly twen ty years since much of it was publicly ack­
nowledged in The New Class by Djilas, who even 
then wrote in the preface: 'This account may appear 
strange to those who live in the non-Communist world: 
it would not seem unusual to those who live in the 
communist one." 

With a few qualification s, I believe that what these 
men were saying to me is true, and of historic impor­
tance. As for their last point, though, it is n ot really 
surprising that the limitations and fallacies of Marxism 
should be discovered first by the people who have b·ied 
to base themselves on it in practice, nor that they should 
then be more acutely aware of them than anyone else. 
Things have reached the point now when it is almost 
impossible to 6nd a communist in a communist country. 
In the Soviet Union, fo1· instance, the alienation of ( to 
use tl1e Russian term) the intelligentsia not only from 
tbe regime but also from the ideology on which the 
rcgtme is based is virtually comple te. [f one wants 
nowadays to find intellectually serious enthusiasm for 
~Iarxism in intelligent people one has to look for it in 
non-c01mnunist countries. 

Courtesy: The Times 
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NATO STUDY ON SURPRISE ATTACK 
by a Special Correspondent 

D EFENCE officials in Washington are expressing 
concem at the conclusions of a Nato study on the 

feasibility of a surprise a ttack on Western Europe. 
A rep ort, prepared by a senior o ffi cer of Nato's armed 

forces and now circulating within the alliance, reaches 
the startling conclusion that the Warsaw Pad is capa­
ble of de livering a s uccessful attack un 'Western Eurup e 
using only cunvcntionaJ forces anc.l tha t the su rprisl' 
and speed of the operation would make it impossible 
to use the tacticaJ nuclear weapons whicb are an iJlle­
gral part of Nato's "flexible response" strategy. 

The report also reveals that there are now 16,000 
Soviet agents operating in West Germany alone. and 
suggests that some of these arc tra ined to p articipa te 
in a surprise attack by seizing or destroying ratlio and 
te levisiou stations, ea rl y waming systems and kt'y 
headquarters. 

Tho report examines in detail the probable timing 
and method of a surprise attack, suggesting that it 
would be mounted from E ast G ermany and that tht: 
main initial opera tions would be carried out by the 20 
Soviet divisions stationed there, possibly reinforced by 
six East German divisions. 

This force could, within three hours of the first mo\'e 
from their peacetime locations, be across the River Elbe 
and attacking the West German frontier guard units. 
Given even the most favourable conditions, Nato forces 
could not occupy the positions earmarked for them in 
the ''forward strategy" iJ1 less than 10 hours. 

Some troops, such as the Dutch Corps which is nor­
mally 300 kilometres from its battle a rea, would take 
24 hours to move to the ir defensive positions. 

I3y tha t time, the report concludes, tile Soviet Armiel> 
"uuld ha\'C pC'nelra tcd cleep into \Vest Germanr. their 
ach ".uiC(' assi~tcd b}' paratroop nnd t•ommando unih 
.1110 hy Fifth Column opcralions organized by some u f 
tltt· J 6,000 Soviet agents now known to be nc;tive iu the 
Federal Rep ublic. 

Within 48 hours of the start of the attack, the \\'ar­
saw Pact forces would have c rossed the Rhine. 

On the assumption that it wou ld take the Unitt•tl 
Statf's President b<:tween 36 and 48 !tours lo rend1 a 
d'·ci,io11 un the usc of hattlcficlu nudca r 'waptlll!>. tht 
rt·porl conc·ludes that their usc in the ci.rcuru:.!Jln<'l'\ 
would cause more victims umon~ civilians ;-arH.I alti•·d 
troops than amon~ tile forces of the \Varsaw PaC't rl1t' 
Jq~i t·.al inf<'rl'ncc thNt'for<• is tl1.tt thf" h.tllftofit' ld ,, , , 
pOll~ \\ill llC\'(' 1' be II~Ccf. 

A!> tlw rqJurt ~>a)'s '' tl1c tn·ud whid1 euc:uunt~t'' tl1, 
,JI\11: 11dlill~ ol 11111 ('Olll o'tll lttll'll fnrel'~ :111d 1111•11 

chronic weakness results in a parallel increase in the 
risks of a nuclear conflagration a t s trategic level". 

Although the author of the report accepts the p oliti­
cal assumptioy that in present circumstances a surprise 
attack is unlikely. he draws attention to the progres­
sive unilateral reduc tion in the armed forces of the 
West while the Soviet Union continues to build up its 
military power at an aJarming rate, aud concludes tha t 
any further erosion of \Vestem European defence 
capability, or even furthe1· reduction of American force 
levels in \ Vestem Europe would create a situation in 
w hich the \Varsaw Pact might reasonably calculate that 
a surprise offensive would meet with immediate success 
and thus "ensure mastery of the Euro-Asinn continent 
for the Soviet Union··. 

The report also re fe rs to the Si!:,rnificant growth of 
communist influence in ·w este rn Europe, and the possi­
Lilily tha t economic and social pressures might even 
bring about the "anival of regimes with dominating 
communist tendencies in certa in European countries". 

It warns \Vestern policy makers against falling iuto 
the trap of assuming that e.tisting political conditions 
are unchangeable, and points out that, given a favour­
able military and p olitical situ:ltion, the Soviet Union 
might have powerful motives fur a Limited military 
operation in Western Europe. 

It wotlid eliminate \ Vest Gcnnany, w hich is, in Soviet 
t'} es, assuming a position ol increasing p redominance 
among the European members of Nato; it would 
sha tter the image of a free <1nd prosp erous society 
wh ich presents such a sta rtling contrast to the oppres­
si\'c totalitarianism of the East European members of 
the: Warsaw Pact; it would divert attention &om some 
c ( the {!rowin~ economi(' :111d soei:tl problems w ithin 
till· S(n·il'l Uuion: and it would hr<'ak the hack of the 
~nrth AthmliC' Treat}' Or!(anit.<ltion, and postpom: 
inc.lt·Bnitcly any prospect of political integration in 
\\'t•stem Emope. 

In this coutext the rt'p\lrl rccounnends that Westurn 
E:urovc should assume responsibility for its own secu­
rity. no longer depenclin~ entirely on the American 
nuclear umbrella. 1f it dues not, it is argued. Europe 
lt,l' 110 politic·al future sitK't' '\\hat eannot he defended. 
111 .ll't'OJd:nltt' \nlh the ci.L'>Sil' clt·finilion of ~o\l'rC'ignty. 
is not politically viablt···. 

lit~· pri11c:qJal unpat:t of tht• n•porl. however. lies ill 
tl• d ·I tilt•rl 1''-P"'IIn· nf th•• h:t,lf· wr>1knr~-. n~ \ ntn" 
' wn·ut lllllit.tn stralt·l!~ <111d till' total imtt.lcq11.tq ol 
till'\\ ~.:~t\ tllll\l ' lllHittal loH·t·~. i11 th0 fHt·t· of a Jdt·l ­

ltilll' ol ~111 H l '"pall 
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It points out that the insistence on a "forward de­
fence", conditioned largely by West Germany's under­
standable reluctance to surrender its territory without 
a .6ght, makes sense only in the context of long warning 
times, giving the West time to move at leisure from 
its peacetime garrisons to its combat positions. 

The central message of the report is that "chronic 
unpreparedness, together wilh the lack of the will to 
foresee the likely moment" may create the very con­
ditions which would lead the Soviet Un ion to conclude 
that a military attack on the West would be successful. 

-Tire TimC's 

HOW SOVIETS USE FOREIGN DEBTS 

FOR two years the Egyptians have been trying -
unsuccessfully - to persuade the Russians to re­

schedule Egypt's debt to the Soviet Union and therl'by 
ease the pressw-e on the Egyptian economy. 

In the latest round of talks, held in Cairo from 
November 22nd to December 15th 1975, the Russians 
rejected Egyptian proposals that there should be a 
"grace" p eriod of 10 years and that alJ interest due on 
Soviet military loans to Egypt should also be included 
in tlae arrangement. 

Instead, Mosco·w agreed lo trade more with Cairo 
in 1976. Egypt would export some 395.3 million dollars 
worth of goods to the USSR and would receive 252.1 
million dollars. According to the Yugoslav Tan}'ug 
news agency, quoting Cairo sources on December 17th. 
the difference "would be regarded as an instalment of 
Egyptian dues to the Soviet Union··. 

Thus the debts issue was ntlt positively dr<.:idcd at 
the talks, both sides merely agreeing lo have further 
discussion_.;. The authoritative Cairo newspaper. AI 
Ahram, said on December 16th that the ne..xl step would 
be a joint meel ing of experts to consider the question 
again. 

The Eg~rptians bad suggested repayment or all dc·hts 
over 30 years, following a ''grace'' period. But the SMiet 
ter111'i. according: to tlw E~yptian Hcwspapc·r. .\1 
.\khbar, on November 26th, wl:l'c llcat Et:!ypt , lmuld 
pay 20 per cl•n t of her military d ebt over 10 yc:tr' with­
out intt~resl, and 40 per cent of her other dehts over 
tht' snme period at 2 per cent interest. 

How m uch d oC'S E.~ypt 0 \\'C the Sm tel L tlioll J '- n 

figures have hcen releMed, but Weslcm estimates ' •II ~· 
from 2.5 tn $.2 thons·md million d ollars. On Dt•crmhcr 
:!.9th the E~yptian C:ovcmmc>nt annon ••ccd lhal k\ll 
of :dl its d<.>bts Wt.'ll' owed to the Sm-icl Uui<'ll. II .,, .l~ 
n•pPrkd that then• w :t<: ··utH(I~ll • 111 the Pcop lt ·• ' '. · , _ 
h lv ( P.lrlianwtll ). Th,.. FinanC't' ~!inio,ll .. •r Altmt·d \hn 
J.,;,.., tl did""' c;, ( a 'P"I'inr fil!nn• "hill·llw f• ,,, 
\fi•n,l• I' \1 11h.111111lt d 'l..1l. i Sh 1fi • ln lcl 11)1 1111•1'"" 11· I' 

r~~ pi .. lol'l ' l!!ll dr ht' 11[1 In "'' l !'!. p11'1111 1
• I " 1 

,d11111t C:! l hiliHll. not im•ludtnl!, 1nih!.u\ tkl•t, '" t1 • 
..... t t'llllll 
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A Chinese report from Cairo on December 16th said 
the rescheduling talks had failed "'because of Soviet 
stubbomess and tho Soviet lactic lo continue lo e:--pert 
pressure on Egypt on thjs issue". The report took up 
a point made by the Egyptian weekly, Akhbar al­
Yawm, that repaying d ebts over a long term was "a 
common practice" among friends and even rivals. Was 
not the Soviet Union itself paying for American ar ms 
received during the Second World War of 1939-45 -
until the year 2001? 

At the Cairo talks it was reported that tho Soviet 
delegation, led by I.T. Grishin, Deputy Minister for 
Foreign Trad~, bad argued tbat if the Soviet Union 
had accepted Egypt's proposals, "other countries might 
he tempted to ask for similar treatment." 

Yet in 1974 the economic debts owed to the Soviet 
Union by Somalia and South Yemen were cancelled. 
Somalia's debts then amounted to 45 million d ollars 

:,."nllilltlrlflll'llllll:tlllllllllllrlm!lftllll lltUUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUilllt IIIIIUIIH•III"I\IIIIHUitilhUliiii1UUIIl11111111111ftUII11111n111t: 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
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The record of the last few months, during i 
;: which Freedom First has made news, proved ===_!====-~ 

true to its name and performed a service to 
freedom of expression. surely justifies you in 

; ~~:~~;:~~1::~~~:::~~~~~~~:~~=: ==~-=-==~===' 
~ lopments, both in India and the rest of the ~ 
= • world. 

ALL WE ASK = 

Cut out the subscription form ~nh page 16 I 
and arrange for 11 to be sent to us Wll as many 

names and addresses as you can muster'. 

Ex tra copies of Freedom First available from. 

DEMOCRATIC RESEARCH SERVfCE 
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£3ornbay '100 001 

(Phone. 2~1134 1) 
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her a "grace" period of 10 years, with repayment of 
debts over the following 30 years. 

-Swiss Press Reoiew 

KREMLIN'S AGEING WHEELER­
DEALERS 

Victor Zorza 

WHILE the World has heen allowed to watch on 
television the ritual of the Soviet Party Congress, 

the real business is being transacted behind the scen es. 
The wlleeling and dealing in which the Kremlin power­
brokers engage in smoke-filled rooms has n ever been 
described by a participant, but it can be inferred from 
the few scraps of information that come our way .. .. 

The average age of the Politburo members has in­
for '~-'ar material and, according to some observers, 80 
million dollars for other aid. South Yemen's debts of 
10 million dollars were similarly written off by the 
Russians. A claim that the Russians had given Syria a 
10-year moratorium OIL ru·ms repayments was made by 
President Sadat in a 'Le Monde' interview on January 
21st 1975. fn the case of Cuba, the Russians allowed 
creased from year to year and from congress to con­
gress. It is now 66 years, greater than that of any com­
parable ruling body in the world, but the average age 
of its inner group is 70 years. Some of the most influen­
tial members, apart from Brezhnev who is 69, are Pre­
sident Podgomy (72 ), Prime Minister Kosygin ( 71 ), 
the ideologist, Suslov (73 ), and D efence Minister 
Crechko ( 72). 

The gradual increase in the average age of the Cen­
tral Commitlee members tells its own storv. The ave­
r age age of those elected in 1952, just befo;e the deall1 
of S talin, was 49; in 1956, when Khrushchev delivered 
the secret speech which d ethroned Stalin, it was 51: 
in Hl61, it was 52; in 1966, nt the first congress presided 
over by Brezhnev after h e overthrew Khrushchev, it 
was 56; and in 1971 it rose to 58. 

Tl1ere is much evidence betweeu the lines of the 
So•i et pre.o;s that this is resented lw thP youuge r. mur(' 
dp1amic rnemhcrs of the party hier.m :hr. who sec tlw 
road to their advancement blocked Ly the dead hand 
of Lhc uu reaucracy. U the seemingly inexorable pal­
tern of ad,·ancing years is 110l re,·ersed at the Twenty­
fifth Congress, the Sodet leadership will either crumble 
from old age, or it will be blown up b y the head of 
slenm building up from below. My own guess is that 
failing the lot1g overdue rejuvenation of the leadership. 
t!tc llllc of tl10 Kremlin gl•mnlocr.wy \ \ ill end with a 
hfl11~, uot n whimper. 

- The Gt~ardian 

TAlW . ON C'I\ IRO 

T.\ 1 PEl lll•W.spuper;; 0f ~. lmTh 17 snitl Egypt'~ dcd 
~ inn 111 t 'lld it• , ,.,. d•· of lri1 nrl ~ lilp unrl ~'<H>JWr:llit\11 

.,, q' 1 th• "'" ' il'l L' llo UJI 1 .. \\ ''L IIHI d 1.tl ln ·t ualio 11:. ,,: 

Freedom Fif'sf 

Asia and Africa should follow Cairo's example in deal­
ing with the Maoists. 

The Chung Yang ]ih Pao (Central D aily News) 
said: "The immediate effects will be ( 1 ) reduced 
mobility for Soviet naval forces in the Tied Sea and 
Mediterranean, ( 2) increased cooperation between 
the United States and Egypt and enhancement of Wes t­
em influence in Africa and ( 3) Soviet support of Iraq · 
nnd Syria to b1ing pressure against Egypt. 

"President Sadat's decision should set· an example 
for those who

1
think the 'enemy's enemy is a friend' and 

who expect talk with the Communists to bring peace." 
The Lien Ho Pao (United Daily News) said: 

"'Egypt's decision is a major diplomatic setback for 
Moscow. 

"Russia hns d ose relations with Syria. Iraq, South 
Yemen and Algeria. But none is so important as Egypt, 
a Middle East p owe1· and the roaster of the Suez Canal 

"Immediate results could be closer cooperation bet­
ween the United States and Egypt and stronger Soviet 
support of Syria. Tension may mount along the Israeli­
Syria border.'' 

The lisin Sheng Pao ( New Life Daily News) said: 
.. Cairo may deny the use of Egyptian harbors and naval 
facilities to Soviet vessels if relations worsen. 

'Sadat's decision came after visits to seven Arab 
brother states, and the obtaining US$700 million in 
loans. He has shown the Soviets that Egypt need not 
depend on Moscow so completely. · 

"The change in Egyptian-Soviet r elations may pro­
mote a moderate Egyptian stnnd in the Al'ab-Jsraelf 
t•onfrontntion. This should be a lesson to many free 
world nntions that are seeking the goodwill of the 
Communists." 

-Free China Neu>s 

TUC OPPOSED TO STATE NEWSPAP~RS 

Public ownership of newspapers would be "totally 
wrong-headed .. , Mr Len Murray, general secret<try of 
the TmdC's Cllioll Congress, to ld the Roynl l.onunis­
sil)n l>n tlw Press. 

1Tt' was giving edtlcncc lwfore the.: c:ouun issinn as 
leader of a 12-lllan delegation frnm th: TUC. Tltc dch· ­
gation included the general seC'retarics ot fi ve news­
paper- unions. Mr Murray saki that the TUC was 
opposed to the state acquiring newspapers, however 
b en evolc11l its intentions. 

'HISS liAS BE EN LYING' 

I T wa• a (;olrl \\';U ' c.:oufnm~.1lion, :•; unfnn~t ttnhk ftw 
il<; p t· rsnJtul d r:tma a-. ln r '' " ln-.l<lli t·a l .;iu nilit'.lll t 'l', 

\\ lt L· Il, 111 J ~J.Il \lg<' r l it '~ ,, 11t •Jll l<t li' ' -< •11 hJJ ! I 
•ntmll,s .:lld \rhi tl akt•l' < 'l t.lmltc,•s P \in·d • 1 •• \ ! .11 1 l.llltl 
hml t i l<' q•"·~•in >~ .;lilln:l"t" d· \ \'11'• 1 'I I lit [ '-l T1d •"· 
ol! tla: Jllilll!., .,[ ll~·'''~ [l\'t•Pk !.on f., ft'to till . 1: l !.tl)l 
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week Hiss, 71, still denying Chambers' charges that 
he passed secret State D epartment documents to Soviet 
spies, suffered a damaging setback from a most un­
expected source-the Sles of his own defense attorneys. 

The controversy .Bared anew w hen Allen Weinstein, 
a respected historian from Smith College who had 
tended to believe Hiss innocent, did a comple te turn­
about. After examining 15,376 p ages of FBI files tha t 
he had pried loose in a Freedom of Information suit 
last year and additional pap ers that Hiss instmcted 
his lawyers to m ake available, W einstein declared : 
"Hiss has b een lying about his re lations with Chambers 
for nearly 30 years. . . Others who once believed in 
Alger Hiss may n ow be persuad ed that he stole the 
documents in question and that 'Vhiltaker Chambers 
told the truth." 

'Weinstein, who has been writing a book on the Hiss 
case, found that evidence given to him hy defeme 
lawyers was more damaging to Hiss than the FBI 61es. 
The professor published his conclusions in the current 
New 1'ork Ret>iew of Books, in which he reviews Alger 
II iss: The True Story, a strong defense of Hiss by John 
C habot Smith, a former reporter w ho a lso had access 
to the I Uss defense files. Smith's book on II iss deals 
largely with <:onspiracy theories. He argues implausibly 
that Chambers was nnt an ex-Communist but a ·walter 
Mitty- type dreamer w ho typed the disputed docu­
ments himself. If not Chambers, the FBI or someone 
else may have done Hiss in, Smith condudcs. 

On the basis of the defense attorneys' files, \\'lin­
s tein a rgues that: 

• E xperts hired by H iss's own lawyers concluded 
that handwliting on copies of s tolen State Departmenl 
documen ts was that of Hiss and his wHe Priscilla . 

e H is experts also concluded tha t the typing of the 
copies produced by Chambers was identical to samples 
of Priscilb Hiss's typing, a conclusion likewise reached 
hy the FRI. 

e D efense experts nll'O detcnnillt'd tltnt do{'\11l1t'l1t:­
p:.tssed on to Chamhc>r~ "t'n· I) pet!, as the f l ~ l daim ­
ed , on a \\"ooclst<x·k brand typewriter owued hy I lis~. 

• Hiss was aware that the olc..l Wootlsto(•k typt> ­
writer had b een given to the son of a woman who had 
b een the Hiss family maid. E ven so, Hiss told the FB I 
and a federal grand jury tha t it had probably been sold 
to a secondlwml dealer in \Va.shingt on. 

8 Lt•e Pressman a ~ecrcl h11t active Comntn nist 
who n·comnwnckcl J l is~ for his first Gov~'rnmrm j0h. 
playc>O a IWljCll' roJt' in d C"ft' IIS!' !':ffo1·ts l•t d"t 11•rld 

Cham hers. 

e J)pfep~~· i:J\1\'t>r :- \\t'l' t ' told t lwl <.li:tlldu•r, '' '"I 
t\lll ulltl'r l t ii'IHio~·r ... of tlw \ \ "'hill)!"'' ' \ ·Wiillttl l 1 

1111dcrgrouml lmtl hct' ll in lom•h \\'ith fl i:-o; in 111:') I 
11·\ itl\L to n ·<·n dt hint for c•spion·H!<· T!ti-. ('\ itl t••w•· 1 .. 1111• 

lrull i till' \\ liv 11! 11.11 tll lilt (\1 <l 11tl 'I I 1\ 11JI1• I 
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e Hiss·s lawyers had corroboration for Ch ambers· 
d a im that H iss had given an automobile to the U.S. 
Communis t Party in 1936. 

Last week W einste in told Time: ''I wanted to believe 
that he was innocent. But I am a h istorian. not an apo­
logist for anyone. I am not making a case for the FBI. 
I blasted them all along. I want every last piece of 
evidence I can get. I have tried to e.xamine both sides 
of the matter. I can live with anything I find because 1 
a m not a partisan.'' 

Chambers died on h.is farm in 1961, swearing that 
he had spoken the truth. H iss, w ho is now a salesman 
and part-time attorney in New York City, doubtless 
will go to his grave still protesting his innocence. But 
Whittaker Chambers' st01y, which stood up under 
countless assaults during his life, has not been success­
fully refuted in the 15 years since bis d eath. 

KIM THOUGHTS 'INCREASE 
FISH CATCH' 

from Peter Hazelhurst 
Tokyo 

- Time 

I terms of building up a p ersonality cult, the some­
w hat immodest President Kim n Sung, of North 

.l(,,rcn, is a ttempting to outdo Stalin, Chairman Mao 
nt· c•,·en L enin auu ;vl:lrx. 

Throwing caution to the wind, Comrade Kim has, 
iu the vvord~ of official party organs, set himself up as 
the greatest revolutionary thinker of all time ''without 
prl'c·eden t in tl te E ast r.r \Vest, in a ll ages, the sun of 
mankind''. 

The word Communism has been eliminated in offi­
chtl jargon in Pyongyang and replaced by a new offi­
cially entitled doctriJle- «KimiJsungism". The state­
controlled press declares that hundreds of millions o£ 
people have been libera ted throughout the world by 
Kimilq•ngism ;mel the doctrine has provided North 
;..: t 11 ra " i ch t lw 111nsl aJ vanc:C'd educational svstem in 
lin• world. -

In a n atl<'mpt to d eify the dictatorial leader, the 
l.ltl·st edition of Tile Peoples Korea goes on to assert: 
"The people of the m>rld ha,-c extend ed eternal thanks 
to the great leader, Comrade Kim Il Sung, reverently 
looking np to tho sun of mankind, to the great leader 
who has led hundreds o[ millions of once oppressed 
.Htd maltreated people' on the globe to take their p lace 
111 tlt" nrt1 11 ~t of history .... Thanks to the great leader, 
\ cnltr;lt h• "-im IT S1111g, the gen i11s of rC'volulion. tlw 
nuhlilnding th inkl•r and tlworr' lician and pccrlt!.S~ 
1<-~l'l!dal'\ lwi •L .. 

\ltll"•' • •'1\ , 1 11 1, 11 ·l' .1:n ' 11': Hrr• hrnrdrc d ,,f t:,m t 
\ t llcls cd "111 d-; nl l111'~1cl idl ·nlo(!ic·al lit£>ralme <'tll ' IJWt­

i n~ fr•111t Nnrth 1-:orC'n is no\\ ' )HH1clttated with granc.liost"' 
lij)L '"' n( \ 11'111 Hlr• hll11 '~\1('.11 o111rl n·~p t.t"d 
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leader, tender-hearted fa ther of the nation, beloved 
leader and revolutionary genius''. 

The Pco1J!c's Korea s tates that the Ja ... t rear fish catch 
increased under the guidance of his "inspiring 
thoughts", cement production exceeded the set target 
and industrial production rose by 18 p er cent. 

Unlike other communist powers. North Korea has 
spent huge sums of its precious fore ign exchange re­
serves in recent years to advertise Kim ll Sung's 
thoughts in American and West European newspapers 
such as the Daily Express, The Times, and Tile 
New York T imes, considered hostile to the communist 
world. 

Close observers of North Korea believe that tho 
motive behind this move was not designed to convert 
the \Vest to Kimilsungism but to reproduce the udver­
ti<;ements in North Korea, where the average person 
might believe that the Western press was giving edi­
torial prominence to the thoughts of Kim Il Sung. 

-T/1e Times 

MACAPAGAL BREAKS 3-YEAR SILENCE 

Oiosdado ~ facapagal , the former Philippine pr~si­
dent who has ~one into hiding after h cing refused 
p olitical asylum by th<' United States, kept silent for 
three vem-s about the martia l law that President Ferdi­
nand lvtarcos imposed in 1972. 

Then last Thl1rsday a blue paperbac·k book was 
discreetly d istributed to a few nl'w agen(.'ies he re. It 
"as t'ntillcd "De•nucrac-y in th t• Philippines'' and it ":t\ 

writlclt b y Diosdado ~lacapa~al. 
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Freedom First 

"l can no longer keep my thoughts and ' views to 
myself," ~Ir. Macap agal, 65, wrote. ''I feel that I can­
not li\'e in tranquility and silence while democracy is 
being strangled and lhe rights and liberties of the 
c itizens a re being trampled on, .. " 

According to the State Department in Washiugton, 
about the time the b ooks were being delivered, Mr. 
l\ lacapagAI was i11 the residence of U.S. Ambassador 
William Sullivan seeking political asylum. He said he 
faced _possible arrest for demanding tha t Mr. Marcos 
convene a special Interim National Assembly to handle 
the succession of his presidency and "to restore con­
stitutioual Government and end the martial law, which 
remains in force. 

J\ fr. ~ lncnpaga l first broke his silence in mid-January. 
the day ~ [ r ~hll'cos went to the University of the Philip­
pines to sp ea k to alwnni of the law school. The s tudent 

SOCIALIST RECORD I N U.K. 

Tories \\'&on's 
13 ) c:Jn; 13 )'t::lrS 

' 19.51-1964 1963-76 

$ $ 

fll'tail price~ +55 + 192 

Productive e •nploymeul +4~ - 16 

Civil service c1llploymrnt 
( non-industriul ) -21f +38 

Um•n1pluynwnl +2.5 +200 

/ 11 rr11l ilemy; 

J;'()st-trL{ living $lancl!lrds +56 +36 

Old age pemiou + 45 +35 

J. lunufnctnrin$t ill\'l'SIIlll'lll +53 +2.S . 

Pnblic spending +36 +flO 

- The E co11omist 

ue\\'<>paper. the Philippines Collegian , pHhlishcd a 
l<·t!N from \lr. :O.hwapagal. dC'mnud ing that \l r. 
\J.m·c.s com't'll(' tl1e 1\ational r\c;semhlv "as 11 nwnn1o 
t:f a,·oitling d\·il W;tr in our l'tlllll ll~ at tlw end of the 
\ lurCOl> rule•." 

U11til tl w11 r,.,, Filipino-. clan·d di~cu~~ in public the 
proSLWt'l of th1 · Philippi1Jt:\ \l'lllll•l •l \ fr . ~l arcos. 57. 
11IH1 gown1' h~ dl'Ut'<' . ~ J r. \l .trc·os h.l'i rdns('d to 
11111\\.'lll' 1l a• :-\al11111.11 \swmhh pru1 itlt·cl l n1 in .1 Tlt'\1 

( !III'ITITIIHIII lw pr11d,llt111'd Ill j.llllloll\. HJ7) 
\J1. _\l,l\,'l••l\.!.1} \1,1' )>J<''Itlo Il l oil til<.. 1•>11\CIIIHIII 

11 lud1 11 n•k llw l •ln,,fllnl uJ:I. 
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Review 
TilE "ONLY ~\LAN" 

My Life by Golda Meir 

(Cox & Wyman, £6.75, p ages 388) 

W ilEN Ben Gurion called Mrs. Golda Meir the 
'only man' in his cabinet it was far from being 

a cltllation for when in Octob er 1973 w itl1 the dice load­
ed against Israel tbe crises called not just for t he 
leadership of man but that of a superman, Golda 
with that indomitable spirit and au iron will steered 
the nation to victory through yet another t urbulent 
period iu lsnH.>I's history. 

Like most Jews of Golda's generation branded as 
'children of death' hers is a touching story and she b e­
came aware of her Jewishness at a tender age of three 
when the nl\'nges of pogroms were sweeping Kiev-her 
childhood homeland in Czarist Hussia. Although ignor­
,,nt of what pogroms were 5he soon realized that it had 
something to do against the Jews when she saw her 
fathe r barricading her home against anti-Jewish mobs. 

Autobiographies ;ue often replete with one's own 
quotations hut in this respect "lvlv Life" is 'vVitb a differ­
ence. Save for one or two statements, like the one in the 
UNO on Eichmann's trial in Israel, Golda fail s to 
regale the reade rs with her caus tic statements and re­
p a rtees . ~ lodesty mar ha\'e resb·ained her hom doing 
so ~ut it would he \\'urth quoting 'a co11ple of them. • 

On the Russian presence in Egypt Golda once said: 
''We do not believe that the Russians are the re to teach 
the E gyptian cotton-pick-ing". Ye t another time, on the 
PLO, sl1e remarked: "The PLO wants to draw tlw 
border 1m the ~vlediternmean with us on the uther side. 
H ow do you compromise on your death?" 

Golda :..fe ir's autobiography "~ly Life", puhlishcd 
simultaneously in seventeen languages setting an 
historic precedent. begins w ith vague glimpses of 
Colda'!' childhood "'hich "is lost. ... in the fog of the 
tirn••", " \f~ Life" is a plain at:count nnd mentnl rccolkl'­
tillll of Golda'.~ lift' and her activitie-s as she .. lll'\'Cr 
<.'\P<'ctcd h1 write the stury" e>f her life. Golda was 
uot horn wi th a sih-•.:r spoon in her m ou th bnt from 
Kit•\· tn ~·l i l\l <,ukee and then to Palestine is a long 
circ:uitous jomney p aeketl with ad ventures and <tnxit'­
ties, snt:cesses nnd failure<;, tragedies aod rejoicings, 
c•(mfronlation and <; truggles <.'ulminating in th<' supreme 
joy "it!. the birth of tho State of Israel. 

In H)08 at tl1t' L\~1· nf t•ight. Golda nnd h1•r fmnil ) 
folio" eel ht•r fatlwr to ~lil\\'allkce in Hw l1 11it<-d Stal1•s. 
Lift • i11 ~Iil waukt·e \\:1s nul ;i h eel of ros('s ~tlthon~h it 
wa~ ;• i'p ] j, •f frn111 pt'J'St'r' tllinn ill 11ll~~ia. 

111 lwr •·nrh l!f1•, ht·r rliH'\t for prrsmlal idt•nl tl • 
cJa,flt•d willt Itc·r p:trl'nt ·~ orthodox 'il..•w:- In :1 \\"l ' 

~he • wu.; n n•hel ~tnd uncnm·c:11lionnl anclthnt "as parth 
l11c '" l11'1' c•;1 rh hapti'lll i11lo '/inni~ lll ;1wl t]e, • i rr~> tWI '' 

-•hi•· ll n.::e• to n•ali~:c• tht• \ i<> inll" ol tlw l e •w i ~ l• State· '' 
• el)f 1 , . .j ! J\ Tht·t~dnn llc u k tlt r•. l:t tl,.•r J•'\l·hll 

Renaissanc.:c. Little wonder she p lunged iuto the zion­
ist ~ [ovement both at Milwa ukee and in Palestine like 
a duck takiug to water. 

But he r public activities were resented by her 
p arents and she soon ran to her elder sister Sheyna's 
p lace in D enver who was both he r guide and confidante 
and as Golda w rites .. one of the great influences of my 
life-perhaps the greatest apart from the man I 
married." l t w as at D enver that she met and married 
Morris l'vl eyerson hut made migration to Palestine a 
precondition fo r their marriage nod later Hebruised 
h~r name to 'l\Jeir' ?.t Ben Gurion's request. 

She l..'ame to Palestine 111 19'20 in an tmsa-1wott hy 
'Pochahontas' manned by a mutinous crew. In Pales­
ti11e. inspile of initia l hardships of pioneering he r 
spirits never fl agged as sbe remarks: ~Although we 
had c·ome to Pnlestinc from different countries and 
from different cultures ancl often spoke different 
languages, we were alike in our belief that only here 
could Jews Bve ns of right. rathe r than on sufferance, 
and ony here could Jews be masters, not victims, of 
their fate. So it was not surprising that for nil the petty 
irrigations and prohlems, I \V:lS profe>undly happ~ .~ 

In Palestine he r 'bomgeois ,contribution' to the 
austre kibbutz life oi Merhnvia like a tablecloth with 
'a centrepiece of wildAowers' along with imp!roved 
die t cn·~ted a flutt er. She writes: "lt took qtdtc a while, 
in fac t, lor the kibbutz to accept om strange 'Americru1' 
way ancl us", but it \\'<L<; Golda w ho ultimately had 
her own way. · 

Golda's advent' in Palestine coincided with the rise of 
Jewish and Arab nntiona lism \\'hich \VCrc by now gain­
ing sharp edges <1 nd in the struggle of tbe JewL~h p eo­
ple for lhe Stat(· of ls tacl Golda p layed no mean 
p art to combat th<:' challenge which history has hurled 
nt Golda and her people, and on the C\'C of independ­
ence she even made an audacious nncl cladestine 
visit to Amman, disguised as an Arab lady, to resrajn 
King Abdullah of Transjordan from joining the com­
bined Arab attack on Israe l. Bt•t s uch wns her zeal for 
public actiYities thal it clashc·cl wi th lwr family res­
ponsihiliti<'' and slw u ltitnnlvl ~ ~{·p;tratl'd I rom ~ l t~rris 
who died in 1 ~151. .\ .~ense of guilt olll..'n ungged her 
for rwgll'Llnrg l1t'l c liilt.l rL'II :md so Oll(;e whon ~he 
staved home from wCH'k in Tel Aviv. her children 
~1~n<H.:hcm and ~ar·; dt danced round her, sing ing a 
little song: "~1ommv's staying at home today! Momm y 
hns a headache! Mommy's staying a t homf' today!'' 

Ou ~ l ay 14. 191& when lkn Curion n~ad the scmll 
uf r nclcp~11dl1 11l't' nnd called npon the l\1("1111wrs of the 
Peop[,-.'s Coundl 111 ·adopt the .;t·roll !'Stahlishing tire 
J•'\\ i-.h ')tnt ,> nne ol tl•<'rn "as (:old a. Wef'pinj;! with 
jov l w~·;lltM ' it hrnkr· lwr lil':1rl ·' to tltink of u ll rhnM· 
"lm ~hnllld ha\'t' lw• ·n tht·n· tod.1y and :1rr- not ". 

li lt d,t\1 11 ,tf il ld• ·JH'Hdc•twe· lo u11d Cnl!l.1 111 Ill!' tlti l·k 
11l 111am tt batl ll' aud !> lit • \\a~ !>(){Hl ;tppointed ·~ l iJ d s l cJ' 
l• l \l rhum · "ht• r•· shr• h:1d tlw pll'asnrr of l11N'lin~ 
lllt ~ tholl ..., llld (c• \\ ' t 1JJ l{,,,l e l l. t!> l !:l ll ·t ' ( tiH• J t'\1 •~It lit ' \\' 

'I'" ·'' rl w \f qs('ll\' ..,, l ll l~ll\!lll ' . Oln · io ll ~h tlu• 
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Krem lin did not relish this and in her later visits she 
found the synagogue deserted. 

Rut it wa .. as Israel's Foreign ~Iini!;ter and later on 
as Priime ~ l inislcr that she made that indelible im­
pression on intcrnulional affairs and highlights many 
interesting episodes in her life. 

Colda's efforts to befrieud the Arabs bare no fruits, 
and ~he narrates a l>lrange incident when she as Fore­
ign ~ linister represented I srael al one of the U.N. 
General Assembly and made friends with the wife 
of ll1c acting hond of Pakistani delegation. Both of 
them talked ahoul women playing tbe 'role of peacc­
cnakcr' and Gc)ldn fondly hoped to contacl the A1·ab 
diplomats through h rr. Bnt on~ day when G.olda was 
havi11g n cup of leu with he1· in the Delegates' Lounge, 
tlce Iruqi [i'orcign Ministe r came i11. G(Jida writes: "She 
turned white. ' 1y Cod,' .~he said, 'he'll sec me ta1\dng 
to you a11cl she got 11p i11 :t panic amllert. That was the 
end nf thut." 

As for 1\a~scr Golda writes tha t he "once said to an 
intcmccdiury whum we despah.:hcd to C:tiro: 'If Ben 
Curion c:tmc to Egypt to talk tu me. he "·meld rctum 
home a.s a conquering J1cro. Rnt if l went to him 1 
would he !tltot dead when 1 came back.' 

l11c book cnptt•rcs with hrilliance the mo\'ing forces 
of the Je'' ish histor-y in tnt' T\\ (•nticth Century which 
changed the plight of the ]_cw~·~o till 194.8 were 
'everywhere guest but nowhere host'. Golda speaks of 
Ben Gurion, his crony Berl Kal'znelson. ~ loshe Sh:trctt 
with veneration nncl of her youuger eollcag\les, Rabin, 

Freedom First 

Ehan. Dayan with pride uotwithstanding their differ­
ences. 

Israel's tnC'nthhip with .\frica which is inspired by 
Theodore Ilcrz.lc's celebrated words iu his novel 
'Atnculand' ( Old-New Land ) : "There is still one other 
question arising out of the disaster of the nations 
which remaim unsolved to this day, and whose pro­
found lragecly only a Jew can t·omprehend. This is the 
Afrit'an question ............ of the slave trade, of human 
heings who, merely because they were black, were 
stolen like cattk• I am not ashamed to say, thougl1 
1 mar expose myself lo redicule in saying so, that on ce 
I have witnessed the redemption uf the Jews, my p eo­
ple, 1 wish also lo assist in the redemption of the 
Afrieanl>''. comes in for major focus in chapter 'AJ rica 
and other frit'rds hips". Against thL') hackdrop and 
Israel's nid w Africa the ''rupture in diplomatic rela­
tions'' with Alricnn States after tl1e Yom Kippur \Vur 
prcdictnbly hmts Golda who bitterly complains of 
tbcir dessc>rtion in Israel's hour of crises. 

Ccmtrnrv to tl1c hawkish image painted Golda's 
pulit:ies a1:c tcmpcr<.'d by moderation and realism. She 
could be tough ~111cl often showed momma's natural 
ferocity when her brood was in danger. but was never 
unrealistic or intransigent. 

A dvccl in the> wool ~ J apai womau she was elected 
prime ·ministeJ· after Levi Eshkol's death in 1969 as she 
was the 'balnnt'ing wheel' between the two leading 
aspirants-the dovi~h Allon and the hawkish one C) ed 
tt'rror of th t• Arah:., D ayan. 

Golda \Hilt's her :lUlohiography with a tormented 
mind, haulllN.J by th<> holocaust against lJJe uack­
gmund of l11e tarturou<; lcistory of the Jewish people 
and the ir Ppit· st ruggle for Is rael. But he r ~upremf' 
:;atisfat:t ion t•f n ll)iSSillll fulfilled and the Jong elusive 
\'ision realised is so cnnspicuou:> that it cau nc' ,·er cscap c­
ti\C' reader·~ attention. \ Vrittcn in ltimple English nnd 
shorn of its literruy trappings, it has the distinct ring 
of the Jewish plea: "Let my people live". 

It i~ fnsltiouahlc for all statesmen to write autobio­
l.!f·tplli' ~ hctt it i ~ not tnt·n·l:, the nffiC'c' ll1at make· auto­
hHIL'I',IPint·-. ndc••·<·,tnl~ l111l 11111ch more• than that. nnd 
< .olcla·~ ld c• ltas tllo'L' iiH!,I'l'dient ~ \\ llwh 111akt·~ I he 
hook ,1 tk·liu,hlf ul n.•ading. 

Culda':. inddati~ahlc :;cnsc of mission, the sufferings 
lor a ('ause, tlw powc:t of emlurauce. the strength to 
lw:w hard.;hip'i cmml.gl' uf com'ic>tion and finnness tlf 
mind m.tkt•, "\h · Lif(·"-this eleg;-mt blnt• jaekett>d 
hoo~ " 'itl• fou r n1emorahk hhtck and white colour 
pl.1!~, .1 '·'JI cclc 1 c·r~ion of tll<' hi~tory of till' Je\\·ish 
pc ·t1plc•. 

• \l v lilt· ha~ ulrt·adv llhtd<• the "hcsl sellt'r~ cnark. 
\\ cllt rov:dl1c·' a11d fllnc .UI.dlb \d (1) I.'CIIIII. Co.lda ic1 ht·J' 
.. . •· iw• nf f, •r Iii l :>f'l" tl11• i11••vihhlr· Plll~p·•c·l, 'II 

l•t "11i 11 ~ 1 kl' I " ll lllfll lllol llc ' !111( 'I ell II 111'-' Ill ol 

tn onll',t 11111 '>~""' ,qt .. IICitt'ct l i1 1 .1 1\·1-.\\J• ·ndHtlh. 
\ill'(. I. 
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'VITH MANY VOICES 
"The deep 

Means round with many voices. Come, my frieuds, 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world." 

-Tennyson. 

.. If I were lrying to read, much less answer all the 
attacks made on me, this shop mig ht we ll be closed 
for a ny other business. I do the best I know how, the 
verv best I can; and I mean to keep on doing it to the 
emi. I f the end brings me out all right, what is said 
agains t me will not amount to anything. If the end 
brings me out all wrong. len AngeL~ sw C'aring [ was 
rig ht would make no difference." 

-.\ bra ham Lincoln quoted in The Sunday Times, 
March 21. 

Portugars S\\ing to democracy shows there's nothing 
like a hung led revolut ion to g i\•e a country a ta ste for 
libe rty. - The Economist, March 6. 

De tente ( which is frnngbis for appeasem ent ) . 
- The Economist, March 6. 

Th~:rc has to he an e nforceme nt age ncy in the 
countr}: if it is"nt the marke t it has to be the police 
force. 

- Frank Chapple, Ge ne ra l Secre tary, EETPU in 
Observer, January 2.5. 

The fact that man) peopiL' arc living aud dying on 
the strcl'ls o f Calcutta i~ a higgcr challenge to th~ 
sodn lbt c:onsc it'nce thnn the preci ~c· da te that Des 
\Vat'l'~'ll ( th<' ja iled Shn·wsbury picket ) is let out of 
prison. 

- Vfr. Pren tice, ~lirtister ftor O verseas Development. 
in The Times. ~1arch 2. 

r11EEno~r Fms-r, 
C. n l>cmol ra tic He~carch Sl•rvicc 
l2i , lll .1hfitm.l Cam.! hi fioo.J, 
Bomlmy 1. ('Phone: 254341) 

Plct1sc enrol me as a subscriber to rnEEDOM FIDST. 

remit tlte annual subscript ion of Its. 5.00 

lie i.s I am a student. l remit Rs. 3.00 

Name: . . . • .. . . . .. ... . . . . • ..... • . . .. . ...... .. . 

College ( for students) 

A lesson to a U of us me n lo be tareful not to mnrn· 
Indies in ve1y hig h positio ns. · 

- ldi Ami.u in a m essage to Lo rd Snowdon q tloted 
in the lntenwtiona( lirruld Tribune, ~Iardt 23. 

I r. I3rezhne v·s exccssi\'c modL's t\ and brilliant 
ta le nt, his spiritual h cautr and pc rso;ta l charm. 

- Sha raf H. Rashido v, Uzbckjstan P arty Secre ta ry, 
quo ted in Time, !\larch 15. 

Communism has .somctinw~ SUl'CC<XIed as a scaven· 
ger, but never as a lead er. ll has ne, ·er come to power 
in any country tha t was no t disrupted by wa r, in ternal 
repression or b otb. 

- President John F. Ke nnedy quoted in Time:, 
\!larch 15. 

Mr. Smith is his own man and w ill go his own way. 
But whethe r to heave n or perdition I nm still no t quite 
sure. -~1 r. James Callaghan in Time, Matc h 1.5. 

De mocracy is the only reply from th is country to 
the encroachmen ts of Con1m unism a ll a round 11s. \Ve 
cannot fight Communis m b) a nothe r kind of d ic.:tator­
ship. This wottld only play into the Communists' o wn 
ha nds. Vve must base our w eapon o u equa l challen !!l'~ 
and equal opportunity. the right to have individ11al 
c hoices and iudh idual views. lf we put away tlll'S'e 
things, we are lost. 

- Prime ~Iinister Kukrit Pramoj in Time, !\larch. 1.5. 

\Vc have got to put a stop to constantly turning the 
othl' l" l'hc·ck :wd le tt in~ tlw n thc r sid <' kick ll'i a ll t" <'r 
tl w lot. - Seua tor Jack,llll in Time. \l;m ·h 15. 

\Vestc rn s ty le libe ral dcmocnlt')' is llnsui ta bll' fo r 
S<>t 1th Korea , es pecially whilt: it faces the danger of 
u~gress ion from the Communis t North. 

- Preside nt Park in Time, .March 22. 

I t·nnnot sit still and see d c mocracv be sacrificed in 
I h(' n:unc o f na tiona l cohe~ i vt'nco,~. \\' here dcmocrac\· 
j, gone the re are only three altcma tives : Communi~1 1~, 
tni lil a ri ~m or dictatorship. 

- Former Korean Prr~id<'nl Ynn Po Sun in Ti111P, 
\ r :m·h ')I') 

The rt·al nuptial knot in India - where go per n •nt 
•If ma rri · '"l'~ an· ... tlll : lrl"; fl l'~t ·d - j, nnl Inn• l• t• l 1'111'• '•'•, 

T i '"''. \I :11·•·h ~2 . 
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