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NO SECOND DERAILMENT 

Editor Suggests Concrete Steps 

JN order to ensure that Indian democracy doe& not 
get "derailed" again, Mr. M. R. Masani made two 

concrete suggestions in the course of his talk at a 
public meeting organized by the Indian Liberal Group 
on April 1 at which Mr. So,li Sorabjee and he were 
the speakers and Dr. S. P. Aiyar was in the chair. 

The firs,t proposal was that the Union Government 
should set up a Commission to investigate the modus 
operandi leading to the constitutional coup d'etat on 
26th June 1975 with a view to recommend steps to 
prevent a repetition of attempts to subvert the Consti­
tution and the Fundamental Rights .of the citizen. 
Mr. Masani made it clear that what he was suggesting 
was not to be in the nature of a "witchhunt" against 
individuals. 

His second suggestion was that the Findian Liberal 
Group should set up a Committee of a Hundred 
consisting of eminent men and women in different 
walks of life who do not belong to any political party 
which would act as a watchdog for the maintenance 
of a free society and1 democratic liberties. This Com­
mittee could organise small groups .or cells of educa­
ti.;:mists, lawyers, journalists, trade unionists and others 
who would study developments in their respective fields 
and s.ound an alert when any threats arose in their 
respective spheres . . Mr. Masani felt that in this way 
they could respond constructively to Prime Minister 
Morarji Desai's invitation to citizens to draw the 
attention of himself and his Government to develop­
ments of this nature. (At a press conference on April 2, 
recorded that evening on Television Mr Jayaprakash 
Narayan mentioned with approval this proposal of 
Mr. Masani and welcomed the m~:we.) 

According to' Mr. Masani there was a great deal 
about which to rejoice, particularly the maturity' dis­
played by the Indian electorate, including the rural 
maS'Ses, who had shown that the p9or want freedom 
as much as they want bread. Hel endorsed Mr. Jaya­
prakash Narayan's verdict that "it is more an anti-

Mrs. Gandhi vote than a pro-Janata Party vote." The 
people of Jndia had shown that they had learnt to 
respond to Mahatma Gandhi"s repeated exhortation 
" that India must learn to say 'No'". · . 
:Dangers Surfacing 

The speaker warned however that on the other hand 
ther~ were obvious dangers that were smfacing. In 
particular there was a revolution of rising expectation 
which might prove difficult to fulfiL 

The ease with which those in office had seized ab­
solute power on 26th June 1975 showed that the faith 
of the people in democracy and Parliamentary insti­
tutio~s had we~ke~ed and ~hey were prepared to put 
up With authontanan rule m the hope that it) would 
solve some of the oountry's basic problems. This was 
t~e ~esult ?~ the politicians in India playing at doc­
tnnmre pohbcs and not attending seri.::>usly to the basic 
pr.oblems of the country. Thanks to the ei"hteen months 
of authoritarianism, the people had now "'become pain­
fully aw~re of the need _f?I~ freedom. But public 
memory IS short. If the p::>ht1c1ans now in office were 
to behave as they had done in the past then once 
again the demand for a "strong man ~t the top" 
would go up. Next time the pe.::>ple might turn away 
from democracy and accept authoritarianism on a 
much more permanent footing. 

There was to.o much politics and too little citzen­
shiJ: in our national life since 1950. Political parties in 
Indta floated on top with no infrastructure of volun­
tary grass r.c1ots associations below to sustain them 
In this context Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan's stress o~ 
Jana Shakti (people's power) as opposed to Raj Shakti 
(state power)) was of vital importance. 

Mr. Masani said he was asked recently to oive an 
answer to the title of his book "Is JP the An;wer ? " 
He felt that if Gandhiji were alive today he would 
probably answefl "Yes", ' · · 



WHAT IS " SAMIZDAT ~' ? 

Julius Telesin 

Till 1975 samzidat was a Russian word known onl)' to a few lntlia11 intdlectual.s as a phenomenon demon­
:>irating great courage on the part of Soviet clisside11ts. During the pa!>l eighteen mouths however it became 
l l national phenomenon. Duplicated material in al f shapes and sizes circulated from ha11d to hand ;, the 
country. There was 110thi 11g illegal abo11t this literature but at the same time it was a way of getting round 
the censors/tip to which most Indian newspapers ancl periodicals had :'mccumbed. 

/11 view of these developments we publish this abridged l'ersion of Olb interesting article published 111 
Encounter on the subject by Telcsian, a Russian writer wflo has rec<'ntly Ioken up residence in the West. 

T HE w.ord '·samizdat" occurs in the vocabulary of 
the Russian intellecLUal no Jess frequently than the 

words ''Stalinist" and stukach (police informer). Never­
theless, you will not find this word (oc the other two) 
in any\ Soviet dictionary. This is especially interesting 
as, befo re our very eyes, iL is beginning to enter olJter 
languages, following the trail of historic Russian words 
that have already become international : samovar, 
knout, bolshevik, pogrom, kolkhoz, vadka, sputnik. 
Before misunderstandings set in and meanihgs harden, 
I should like to go into what I personally know about 
the phenomenon designated by litis word. 

Some time towards the end of the 1950s a certain 
Moscow poet, without waiting to be published (or, 
perhaps, in despair), bound together the typewritten 
sheets of his poems and wrote Samsebyaizdat where 
the name of the publishing house normally appears in 
at b09k. The word was invented on the model of the 
names of many Soviet publishing houses : Politizdat 
(publishing house for political literature), Voyenizdat 
(military literature), Yurizdat (legal literature), and so 
forth. WelL Samsebyaizdat means "publishing house 
for oneself." 

Our Moscow samsebyaizdatcl•ik al9o used, in the 
same sense, a shorter word-samizdat (self-publishing 
house). But, once shortened, the word subsequently 
changed) and extended its original meaning. What be­
came important was not that "1 publish myself" but 
that "I myself do thel publishing"-not necessarily of 
my own work, but of my own free will. without 
begging for anyone's permission. I "publish" means 
that I prepare a text by the method available t9 me1 

naturally wilhout using a printing-press, since printing­
presses in our most democratic society "belong to the 
people." "Real snmizdat. as a Russian phenomenon 
for which a new Russian word was needet.l. could 
come into existence in the U.S.S.R. only when, 011 
the one hand, everything had been almost strangled 
to death by the tentacles of censorship and, on t he 
other hand, there occurred a rare chance to breathe. 

Today many people "publish .. themselves and others 
- in typescript. for instance. There are many "self­
publishing houses" but there is only one name for 
them all- SAMtZDAT. And all out put from this SAMIZ­
DAT is not in the sa me philological category as• those 
on wh.ich it was modelled. A word can ''circulate in 

samizdot" or "be distributed in samizckrt and the 
author call ·'puc it in to samizdat:' 

Samizdat, as output, consist of all kinds of texts 
wltich are produced unofficiall~ and circulate through 
unofficial channels. The main virtue of this literature 
is that it js free literature which does not pass through 
the censorship. Samizdat frequently " reprints" old 
.official texts. Reprinted or photographed Russian­
language foreign publication9 also circulate in samiz­
t!at, as well as transla.tions from foreign publjcations 
m other languages. Th1s part of samizdat is naturally 
called !AMIZDAT (i.e., "tam"="over there"). However 
a cons.IStent usage has not yet been worked out. and 
so~~times foreign publications in, so to speak, - their 
ongmal form are ranked as tamizdat whereas they are 
already becpming •·typical" samizdat by the simple 
fact of being suppressed. The lack of an estabJised 
terminology affects the very concept of samizdat a s 
~eLL l_'hus, it is unclear whether any typewritten text 
!S samrzdat or whether it becomes samizdat only after 
1t has started lo be duplicated. When, during one of 
the .sca rc~es that took place at my flat in Moscow, 
the rnvesttgator suggested that I " hand over samizdd 
voluntarily", I replied that if it had been a question 
of weapons o r of drugs I should have understood what 
he wanted from me. but that I was not familiar with 
the precise juridical meaning of the concept of sami.z­
dat and so I simply' could not lcnow exactlv what be 
was inteTested in. . . . ,. 

Here is BJ list of samizdat genres, although I do not 
claim it to be absolutely complete : -

1. Novels. noveUas. stories, plays. 
2 Poetry. long poems, songs [th::: latter also circu­
Late on tapes. forming, as it were magizdat Magni­
tofon = tape recorder]. 
3. Memoirs. 
4. Pieces o f research. articles, and notes-literary, 
journalistic, historical, economic. political, legal, pbj. 
losophical, ethical. religious. on special subjects. 
5. Lampoons. parodies. epigrams. 

(conti.11ued Oil (Jage 12) 
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DICliOTOMY OF FAMILY PLANNING 
M. Mur lidhar 

rr is really unfortunate. that sucry an. issue of n~tioual 
importance, hke famtly planmng JS caught m the 

crossfire& of political campaign, and we notice in dis­
may rather, government beating a hasty retreat and 
winding up the enthusiastic family planning pro­
gramme. The search is now on for scape goats. s.o 
much is mass hysteria, generated by1 the irresponsible 
opposition parties to catch a few votes, tba( one can 
presume that family planoio_g will never be car­
ried out with the same. intensity and zeal, and we can 
certainly visualize a phase o( poverty, and pver popu­
lation. 1f there was any issue, when tho country be­
came independent, which required a 'national consensus' 
and a war like zeal to carry out, it was. the family 
planning programme. 'let ever since its inception i t 
faced 9dds. These odds ranged from the cowardice 
attitude of leadership to a determined reactionary 
opinion, fanned by few of aU religious denominations. 
To cap it all. such opinion was periodically blessed by 
the religious heads- be il Puri Shan.kracharya, or Pope 
or Imam who recently hit the headlines. We too had 
overzealous patripts.-one of whom is seeking elec­
tions fmm Bombay-that the whole talk ofi over 
population is a design by the white> races tP' turn the 
non-whites into a minority and it would be befitting to 
the cause .or the motherland . that wo shpuld multiply as 
fast as we can. A 'Democratic' India tolerated it, and 
had to swallow it. In the era of discipline,-(we may 
recall thal Mr. Masani called over population as an 
act of indiscipline in his article on discipline)- it was 
sought to curb tlle growth. Perhaps, a little bit excess 
would have been committed. (This also could have 
been avpided, bad the press been little more 
free). But the point is,. was not excess committed al­
ready by the Society A dangerous diseasa requires a 
strong medicine in big doses. Few realized this, and 
in this vote catching game this nati.onal policy was 
thoroughly malgained. 

Here we have an instance of negative democracy. 
Public opinion impeding the social progress should 
be respected or should the issue Of national im­
portance be attended ? Should it be speedy 
social progress or deference to popular opinion. This 
is a dichotomy and family planning is caught in this 
dichotomy. 

It will be interesting t.o note that a ll democratic 
countries faced this dilemma. In Britain, during the 
19th Century, a hostile and a ignorant public opinion. 
prevented enactment of even such laws like. the change 
of calender (for fear of losing eleven days in the process) 
or t he pplicy of natur::lliziog jews. 

A. Y. Dicey, who examined lhis relationship be­
tween 'legislative opinion' and 'publ ic opinion'. fore­
saw some instances, where the legisla tive; opinion. 

IN THIS ISSUE 
This issue is rich in the Vftried fare it offers. 
Apart from a fascinating article .on Samizdat, 
which made its appearance in India during 
the last two years but which h as been practis­
ed for many years in Russia. there are articles 
on Family Planning, the Relevance of Rajaji 
and yet another setting the record straight on 
Prof. Fried man and Chile. 
R eviews include .one by A. G. Noorani oo 
i ndian Political Parties and another by S. V. 
Ra ju on the health of the business executive. 
There is also a film review by Geeta Doctor. 

may havt- to preceed the public opinion on rome 
important issues. This aspect has been recognised by 
all democracies. On important issues like. 'defence'. 
or secrets of war. it is legislative opinion which over­
roles the public opini.on. It is only a bumble sugges­
tion that, tne need of social progr~ be included in 
the list. 

We had the instances, wherein on the social progress 
issue, a determined legislative opinion overruled a 
hostile public opinion. That was the issue of Hindu 
Code Bill. Much against the ' wishes' of the 'majority' 
of H indus, ~overnment changed their personnel l'aws. 
Tts import:~nce is realized now and we notice demands 
being made for making it adoptable to Muslims as 
well. (That this should be done so is the humble opi­
nion of this writer). 

Similarly. on thi$ issue of family planning the legis­
lative opinion must assert itself. 

. 
YOUR GUARANTEE OF GOODNESS 
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THE RELEVANCE OF RAJAJI 
K. Vedawurthy 

T HE life and work of Mr. C. Rajagopalacbari is 
assuming a relevance o( its own to our troubled 

times to an extent whieb (ully bears out lhe truth of 
the opening sentences of The Hi.11du of December 26. 
1972 : .. It will be hard fo r many people lfo believe that 
Rajaji is dead. He had been so intimate n part of the 
national scene for so long a nd every minute of hjs 
94 years was so crammed with meaningful activity 
and intellectual vitality thal the public had come to 
look upon him as something eternal." 

First of all things that. Rajaji teaches is the neces­
sity for man to stand alone and think for himself. Like 
Amedca's Ralph Waldo Emers.on. Rajaji is a strenuous 
advocate of liberty and independence in the ideat &ense 
of those m uch misused vrords. " Instead of 
independent thinking and free judgment, tl1e man­
ners of parr.ots have been growing a mong men, even 
among those rightly credited with intellectu'\1 capacity 
of a, high order. They repeat the words uttered by the 
established guardians witboJJt paying thought to the 
meaning and impli¢.ltions. 1 am not objecting to any 
particular opinion but to the parrot culture that has 
seized the country,'' Rajaji says. DemocratJc civil life 
calls fpr independent thinking among the citizens­
among the g.ovemed as among the governors. Criticism 
and reply, and counteueply make for health in tho 
air. Diseases of corruption and intrigue are by a pro­
cess of natural hygiene driven out in such an atmos­
phere. Burke said he liked 'Clamour'. '1 am not of 
the opinion'. he said, 'of tho~c gentlemen who are 
against disturbing the public repose. The fire-bell at 
mid-night might disturb your sleep, but it keeps< you 
from being burned in your bed.' This Rajaji wrote as 
far back as on May 10, 1958 I In the same Swarajya 
article, Rajaji bas asserted : 'lf subsuvience and slavish 
adulation take the place of independent thinking and 
criticism is ever resorted to but with fear and trepida­
tion, the atmosphere quickly breeds the political disea­
ses peculiar t:> democracy. If we have not the free 
and critical atmosphere of a well-balanced democracy, 
a Welfare State is most favourable soil for the growth 
of the weed& of careerism, intrigue and varbus types 
and degrees of dishonesty'. As for what Rajaji him­
self did, it is best summed up thus by The Hindu of 
December 26, 1972: ·'To Rajaji politics was not sun­
ply the art of the possible. It was a road fpr bettering 
tbe life of tbe people, a road paved with high moral 
standards and he could not bring himself to acquiesce 
in any lowering of tbo.se standards. The decay in moral 
and political standards in the country during thet last 
decade caused him mucl1 anguish and when he saw 
that the citizen's furtdamental rights were also in dan­
ger of being whittled away he staTted a new p::>litical 
party. Swatanl!a. [f notbjng substantial came of it 
during his life-time it certainly was not for any want 
of his trying." 
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Rajaji's qualities as a thinker aou teacher place him 
apart frQm all his distinguished contemporaries. A 
rationalist in religion, he was a true Vedantin in 
Philosophy. H e makes use of a mo~ extensive v.oca­
bulary but avoids all touch of pedantry. Tp the taunt 
of his critics " You are just opposed to what we do; 
whal is your positive?''. he gave the famous retort : 
.. When one is negative to something, one is affirmative. 
t.o its opposite. If one is negative to filth, one is affir­
mative to soap. lf one is negative to loafing, one is 
alllrmative to working. lf one is negative to bunkum. 
one is affirmative to satyam. If one is negative to collec­
tives, one is positive to peasant proprietorshjp and to 
inc.Jividual attention and hard work.'' As Rajaji is one 
of those who saw no conflict between true religion and 
modern science, in the context of the. phrase 'scienti­
fic temper' gaining wide currency these days, it is in­
Slr)JCtive to read this from his pen : "The quest for 
Truth in the material or phenomenal world is what 
science pursues. Modern methpds of science strictly ful­
fil the injunction of the Rishi of the Mundakopanishad 
mantra (from which the mott.o of the Union of India 
has been taken). Witoout pride, without bias created 
by unfulfilled ambitions which lead to error, with cpa­
cern only for truth, and adopting ways strictly io accor­
dance with truth, science unravels the mysteries of 
nature and ~ fu lly rewarded. 

The quest for Truth in the non-matetial wprld is 
different from the scientjfic quest. H ere we face the 
unknowable and not merely the unknown as in science. 
An attitude of humility and prayer is necessary foe 
obtaining the vision of Truth that we seek in this field 
of eternal mystery beyond science. To be bl~ed with 
a glimpse of the supreme Reality behind everything, 
one must live a pure life in thought, word and action, 
restraining sensupus desires until one is free from even 
the thought of them. No unfulfilled desire should dis­
turb his mind. l t shou1d be aaptak.aamaah." (Swarajya 
of Oct. 2, 1960). 

lt will be fitting to conclude by recalling Rajaji's 
answer to the poser that arises often in the minds of 
sensitive Indians: 'Have we forgotten the Mahatma?'. 
Says R ajaji' (reassuringly): in Swarajya of March 2, 
1963; "The most cynical among us will say that it will 
take some time for us to forget him. Although we have 
not satisfact.::>rily absorbed his teaching as to the 
supreme efficacy and, what is more, the utter practi­
cality of non-violence in coping with evil, we have 
been quite fully convinced of the negative aspect of 
his teaching. We are convinced that brute torce and 
compulsion cannot accomplish anything. This is 
enough to keep the teacher unforgotten. He tanks 
among the great w.orld figures, alongside of Manu. 
Buddha, Spcrates and Jesus, as a teacher. But for him, 
our age would have bad no link with those great souls 
or with the ri~his of o ur land." 

\ 
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,.. PROF. MILTON FRIEDMAN AND CHILE 
(Thr following i& o Ieifer to the Wall Street Journal from Arnold C. 1/arberger, Chairman of lflc Econo­
mics Departme111 at thr Unirersily of Chicago, to Stig Ramel, President of tlu! Nobel Foundation, conccm­
illg criticism of the foundation's award of the Nobel Prize in Eco,no,tc.~ 10 Milton Friedman). 

T HE publicity generated by this year's Nobel Prize 
in Economics contains ftcquent mentipn of an 

alleged ··association" of Milton Friedman with the 
present governmenL of Chile. Mr. Friedman went to 
Cbile Jargely on my urging, and I was with him during 
his six day visit to Chile in March 1975-the ouly visit 
be has ever made to Chile. Purtber, my name has been 
linked with his in many or the; statements~and mis­
statements-arising out of that visit. Accordingly, I 
would like to try lo se~ the record straight. 

We went to Cbile under the auspices of a private 
Chilean tioundation, to give public lectures on our as­
sessment of Chile's critical economic situation. We were 
not there as consultants to the government and neither 
of us has ever had any official connection with the 
present government of Chile. 

Our visit to Chile did not and does not in any way 
connote appr.:>val of the present Chilean government, 
much less of its repression of individual liberty and its 
imposition of reslraints on free and open djscussion 
and debate. 

Mr. Friedman made his position very clear at the 
time by turning down two offers of honorary degrees 
from Chilean universities. precisely because he felt that 
acceptance of such honors from universities receiving 
government funds could be interpreted as implying 
political approval. 

Mr. Friedman a lso showed his concern by delivering 
a lecture on "'t'he Fragility of Freedom." at both the 
Catholic University of Chile and the (National) Univer­
sity .of Chil'e. He ·characterized the present government 
of Chile as one which was denying and curtailing free­
dom in many important ways. and expressed the hope 
that in the near future Chileans would once again enjoy 
a full measure. of political and intellectual liberty. 

I n slv.>rt, Mr. Friedman. the long-time libertarian. 
behaved in a fashion fully consistent with l1is slated 
ideals and philosophy, both in his actions and pro­
nouncements in Chile, and in his subsequent remarks 
on the subject. My own r.ole has receive-d less public 
attention, but T have made no secret of my refusal to 
work as a consultant for the present government of 
Chile, as I bad freely and willingly done in earlier 
periods {1959. J 955-69) for other Chilean governments. 

Like many others. Mr. Friedman and I are deeply 
disturbed by the breakdown of Chile's long tradition 
of democracy and freedom. We profoundly oppm;e 
authoritarian regimes. whether from the ri!!,hl or the 
left That is why we have consistently maintained a 
distance between ourselves and the g.ovemmcnt of Chile 
Unci hU V(' rerea tcdly COndemned . j1UhlicJy and privately 
its n:prcssive measures. 

At the same time. we have no apologil!s for our 
activities in Chile. We believe. now, as we did when 
we visited' Chile, that the restoration of political free­
dom is impossible without a restoration of econ,omic 
heallh. As we said in our public lectures. there is no 
easy road to thar result. but there are better and worse 
roods, and scientific economic analysis has much to 
contribute to a wise choice. 

Our own connccti.on with Chile derives from a con­
tract between the University of Chicago and tbe Catho­
lic University o( Chile for the years 1956 to 1964, 
finance;d by AID, under wh ich many Chilean students 
studied at Chicago, and Chicago faculty visited Chile. 
As it happens, Mr. Friedman bad M active part in that 
programme, a lthough of course the Chilean students, 
like the r~st of our students, took his courses. The com­
plexity of the Chilean issue is reflected in the different 
ways in which our former student:; have reactCid to the 
events of the past few years. Some (including some who 
had also served earlier Chilean governments) accepted 
positions of responsibility in the present government. 
Others (also including some officials of former govern­
ments) have not been willing to do s.o. Some of these 
support. spme oppose the present regime. One, who was 
a former high official of the Allende government, is 
in political exile; others simply choose tp remain out­
side of Chile without ascribing any political motivation 
to their decision. 

These different reactions are part of a tragic chain 
of events that has driven and polarized Chilean society 
and bas br.oken that country's long tradition of con­
stitutional government. As has so often occurred under 
similar conditions in other countries, the process has 
reached down into the personal Jives of the peop]e;­
producing broken friendships, ruptured family ties, and 
many other manifestaUons of the passion and convic­
tion with which different persons hold totally contra­
dictory views. Each individual has faced, not just 
once but on many occasions and in many ways, un­
pleasant necessities of choice. 

Mr. Friedman and I , while firmJy maintaining our 
own position 1·is-u-vis the Chilean government, have 
great sympathy for our former students. We know them 
to be honorable and compassionate men and women. 
We respect their individual choices and judgments even 
when they differ from our own. We are not willing to 
turn our backs on them. On the contrary, we shall 
continue to do our best to help them surmount the 
problems and dilemmas they face in these difficult and 
troubled times. regardless of their individual persuasi.ons 
:1 nd views. 
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WORLD NEWS 
SOLZII ENITSY AID TO DISSIDENTS 

D ETAILS of a financial aid operation set up by 
Alexander Solzheoitsyn. which has spent the 

equivalent of S360.000 to assist hundreds of Soviet 
political prisoners and their fa milie-s. were disclosed 
yesterday by a clo!\e fri end of the exiled_ Russian 
author. The friend , Alexander Ginzburg, wh9 has 
administered the fund in tbc S.oviet Union, reported 
that il had been active for two and a half years, opera· 
ting partly on royalties in the West from Mr. Sol· 
zhenilSyn's extensive study of the Soviet penal system, 
" Gulag Archipelago." ... 

Mr. Ginzburg reported that the fund was estabushed 
by Mr. SolzllCLlitsyo in April, J 974, two months after 
he had been arrested and expelled from the Soviet 
Union for having written " Gulag Archipelago." 

During the second half of 1974, Mr. Ginzburg said, 
the fund hel'ped 120 prisoners or their famiUes. In 1975, 
720 political prisoners or their families wer$ assisted 
and last year, about 630 prisoners or families received 
money. 

Mr. Ginzburg reported that $93.000 was raised inside 
the country. 

- / ntematio11al Herald Tribune, FebruarY, 2. 

RUSSIANS WORK TWICE AS LONG 

A Russian worker has t.:> work twice as long as a 
British worker to earn himself Lhe price of a loaf 

of wbi.to bread, four times as long to buy himself a 
chicken, and 10 times as long to buy a pound of 
apples. 

Sixty years after the Bolshevik revolution the Spviet 
Union is still far from achieving the " affluent society" 
the workers were promised. 
Th~ comparative fi gures al:'e taken from an exhaus­

tive study of wages and prices in Washington. Moscow. 
London and Paris. 

It was prepared by a British economist, Mr Keith 
Bush, for the research department: of Radio Liberty, 
the American sponsored radio station which broadcasts 
f.o Russia. 

The failure of the Soviet state-run coUective farms 
to raise agricultural production is reflected in the high 
prices for basic foodstufts. 

Tbe Soviet worke( has to work f.ou.r times as Jong 
as a Briton to earn the price of a pound of sugar or 
butter. five times as long for a dozen oranges (when 
they are .available), and 12 times as kmg fpr a pound 
of tea, which the Soviet Union produces. 

Comparisons on the basis o[ " time worked" a re 
thought to provide a more accurate measurement of 
standards of Jiving than a comparison of prices, because 
of the unreality of the rouble- exchange rate ..... 

1\ typic:tl ·'shopping baske ~·· of foodstuffs costs the 

average Soviet worker 65 hours labour compared with 
28 for a Briton. 

T he average Soviet worker's monthly take-home pay 
is about 146 roubles (£ I J 6), compared with the British 
worker's £190. and the Ame-r ican worker's £395. 

A Russian has to work more than two hgurs to earn 
the price of a pair of socks. 500 hours for a refrigerator. 
ne<trly 800 h.ours for a colour television set and 600 
hours for a bunch of J2 red roses. 

A small car costs more than three years' wages and 
is beyond the dreams of most Russians. Charwoman 
for !be Communist elite cost more than in London 
but less than in Washingron, and one of the cheapest 
services of all is a manicure. 

- The Daily Telcgmpl1. January 31. 

RUSSIAN GROWTH RATE DOWN 

THE Soviet Union last year experienced some of 
its Lowest growth ra tes in at least 25 years, acoord· 

ing to the 1976 economic statistics made public 
yesterday. 

- Intematioll.lll He-rald Tribttne. January 24. 

AMlN'S HERO PlLOT SEEKS ASYLUM 

THE Ugandan pilot proclaimed a hero by President 
Amin barely six weeks ago .i5' applying for political 

asylum in Britain. 
He fled from Kampala in fear of his life last m!)Dth, 

and has only made known his plans after ensuring that 
his wife and baby daughter were safe in Kenya. 

Charles Balidawa. 28 was at the controls of the 
aircraft which made a forced landing in a remote area 
of Sudan early last month with 16 British guests of 
President Amin. 

He arrived in .Britain on Feb. 14 ostensibly for a 
two-month training course at a remote Scottish air 
base. 

After he learned through coded messages that bis 
wife and daughter bad reached Nairobi, he left the air 
base and went to the Sussex home of Wing-Comman­
der ~ames Cobb, 52, whom he had known in Uganda . 

Wwg-Commander Cobb, a wartime bomber pilot 
\~ho ~~s himself imprisoned . for six weeks in a· Nige­
n an Jatl last year after maktng a forced landing, said 
recently at his home a t Barcombe. near Lewes: 

"I knew Charles as a pilot when I was in Uganda. 
He told me of his fears for his safety when I visi ted 
him at the training base. 1 told him he could stay 
with me for a while if be wished." 

Only a few days befo re he flew to London, Mr. 
Batidawa was feted by President AmiD at a celebra­
tion party he threw for his 16 guests, including his 
biographer. Judith, Countess of L istowel, 72. who had 
been rescued following the forced landing. 
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It was during the celebralk>n that President Amin 
pruiseu his young pilo t's action, which was endorsed 
by Lady Listowel and other members of tbe party. 

But when his life was threatened by members of Lhc 
no tori.ous State Research Bureau two days before he 
W;!S dut: tp leave for Scotland, Mr. Balidawa decided 
he would not return to his country. 

- Daily Telegr(lp/1 

'fHDU> WORLD PROTECTS AMIN 

T HE British Government's well-advertised iniliative 
on Uganda a t the current session of the UN Com­

mission on Human Rights in Geneva ha& collapsed, 
without the issue being taken to a vote. 

The parallel initiative by Canada has also ended 
ignominiously. Both governments bad tabled resolu­
tions calling for " an independeOL international inquiry" 
into the state of human rights under the Amin regime. 
Canada's resolution specifically referred to the death of 
the Anglican Archbishop and two Chrislian Ministers, 
at a time when the three men were in police custody. 
Britain's resolut ion demanded the appointment s:>f "an 
ad hpc working group to inquire o n the basis of oral 
and written evidence, gathered fr9m all relevant 
sources." 

Tbe Anglo-Canadian move, which bad the firm bac­
king of the American delegate, Mr Allard Lowenstein, 
was resisted by the delegates from the five Communist 
nations and most of the 19 Third World if matters 
were pressed to a vote in open session-as Ministers 
here had told MPs would be the Western tactic-then 
the result wvuld be open and humiliating defeat. AU 
told the West can count on only eight votes in the 
32-nation commission. 

The British delegate, Sir Keith Unwin, said during 
an open session earlier this week that ' 'human r ights 
are reported to be violated" in Uganda, and that tbe 
intern~tiona l community had the r ight to know the 
facts. But the opposing grpup forced a procedural move 
which put the Geneva meeting into private session. 
Y~terday. afternoon, after a day of frustrating wran­
gling behmd closed doors. the session ended with the 
Dritish and Canadians deciding it was useless to press 
matters to a vole. 

- The Guardian, Ma rclJ 11. 

U.S. MILITARY LIFE AS.TONISHES 
SOVIET EX-PILOT 

W HEN Viktor Belenko, th£' former Soviet Air 
Force lieutenant. recently visited the enlisted 

men's mess on a U .S. aircraft carrier he is sa id to have 
expressed astonishment a t the huge rortion~ of food 
served "free and at all times" to the sailors. 

The Soviet defector, who new bis MIG-25 to Japan 

Freedom I· lr.,t 

on Sept. 6, found it a n a lmosl unbelievable conlrasl 
to the grim life o f enlisted men at his former air bas~ 
nc:~r Sakharovka in Fur Eastern Siberia . 

As a M IG pilot, he ate his breakfasts on base under 
s upervision of a Oight surgeon concerned with nu trition 
while his wife, Lyudrnila, subsisted in their small aporl· 
rnent largely 011 a Jiet of potatoes occasionally supple· 
mented by fish or meat. 

The debriefioe of Mr. Belenko h3.S eiven U .S intelli­
gence officers an unusual plClUre of the }jfe ~ Soviet 
fighter p ilot, characterized by what an official called 
" brutal discipline, distrust, extraordinary ooncern with 
safety and spartan living conditions. " 

Since arriving in the United States on Sept. 9, Mr. 
Bclenko has undergone almost continuous sessions of 
interrogation, psycbialic examination and observati.on 
by the ClA, Defense Intelligence Agency and the Air 
Force. 

ln addition to his visit to the aircraft carrier, he has 
also spent time at Langley Air Force Base near New­
port News, Va., and ta ken a brief fishing vaca tion in 
the Appalaceiao M ountain s. 

He has begun to study English a nd other subjects at 
the college level a nd has prpved a " quick study" and 
"~ighly competitive;· according to officials attending 
hun. 

Mr. Belenko was baffled, his hosts said. wben he. 
encountered comparatively easy going U.S. military 
procedures on the a ircra ft carrier and at Langley Air 
Base. 
H~ was. astonjshed to find the carrier crew handling 

la ndmgs and takeofTs ·'without ever being given an 
o rder and without a nyone shouting at them," he was 
quoted as having said. adding: "I've never seen men 
work with such prpficiency and coordination. " 

He repeatedly asked how much a portion of (.ood 
cost. H e some times took two heaping platters a nd con· 
sumed them. as if to see whether he wa~ being duped. 

On one ?f the tours. his three Russian-speaking 
hosts took htm to Nick's Seafood Pavilion in Yorktown 
Va., a well-known Gree k restaurant, When the owne; 
picked up the S75 tab, the pilot sprang to his feet. 
saying : . "This is impossib le. Jn Russia nobody gives 
anybody anything for nothing.~ 

AL Langle). he \vas aswnished to find a stimulated 
fi~hl uainer bcjng manned b} two sergeants. He was 
satd 10 have told his interrogators that in the Soviet 
Air Force such a device would be s upervised by "two 
colonels and a civilian with a Ph .D," 
.He was impressed l>y the informality of off-duty rela­

ttons. be~een U.S. e nlisted men andi officers, recalling 
that m hts o wn service there had been ··no Crantcrniza· 
tion." 

Se::ing the relatively lavish enlisted men's facilities 
at Langley. he remarked that the enlisted men at the 
Fa r Eastern b:.lse were '-tllartcred behind barbed wire 
in. barracks with 50 to 60 to a room. goi ng for m onths 
Wtthout contact \\ith their familic-.. 

He told h is interrog<llors thai Sl'rgeanL<; a nd enlisted 
men of his regimcnl often committed suicide- ' ·as many 
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as five a month''--and that the desertion rate was 
high. He sa.ic.J lb!ll hi! had wtlnesscd the shopting of a 
~erger.tot who was captured aher having deserted. 

Infractions of discipline were punished with dot.ldng 
of pay, arrest antl ' 'brutal treatment," he told hjs hosts. 
He asked to see ther brig on the U.S. carrier aotl was 
surpr~ed to find that sailors behind b..1rs were not fed 
brend and water and did nol sleep o n boards. 

On leaving the Langley base, he told a companion : 
"lf my regiment could see five minutes of what 1 saw 
loLlay, there would be a revolution." 

-International Herald 1'rib1111e, January 14. 

S. KOREAN OPPOSmON LEADER APPEAL 
AGAINST WITiiORAWAL OF TROOPS 

M R Lee Chul Seung, leader of South Korea's main 
opposit ion pany, declared in Tokyo t.~ay that 

he is abandoning his struggle with President Park over 
human rights- and flying to Washington this week to 
persuade President Carter to maintain an American 
military presence on the Korean peninsula for at least 
another five to 10 years. 

H e even defended President Park against a~usations 
of dictatorship, saying that his rule was far more 
liberal than the Co~unist regime of North Korea. 

Referring to Prestdent Carter's plan tp withdraw 
tr.oops from South Korea. b e said his party was less 
important than the question o( national security and 
the threat of another invasion from North Korea. 

Mr Lee, travelling l!) Washington a~ South Korea's 
eJU!ssary with the apparent blessing of the regime, said 
his party strongly opposed any move which would 
hasten an American withdrawal from South Korea in 
protest at the lack of human rights there. 

Ecboing the same sentiments as the ruling parly. 
Mr Lee suggested that South Korea was faced wilb a 
constant threat from the North and that it would be 
unfair tp .impose the West's concept of liberal demo­
cracy on the regime in Seoul. 

"We are faced with a semiwar s ituation··. he said. 
" My party goes further lhan President Park. President 
Park said he will accept the American withdraw! if 
North and South' Korea sign a nonaggression pact. We 
cannot trust the Nprth. A non-aggression pact means 
nothing. Remember tbe history of this area. The R usso­
Japanese non-aggression pact was not honoured. I 
believe that the American withdrawal shpuld take place 
in fi ve to 10 years- after a bala11ce has been maintain­
ed on the Korean peninsula ... 

Confronted with the prospect of an American with­
drawal. Mr Lee wem on tQ defend the regime which 
has hounded and persecuted h is party. -

Cpntradicting the assertions of his predecessors, he 
refused to describe President Park as a dictatoc. "Tak· 
ing into account the fact that the opposition can speak 
out freely, as compared to Nprth Korea, I do not think 
President Parle is such a. dictator a s his critics allege", 
he said . 

- The Times, March I. 
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Film 
--JANA ARANr.-r: Directed by SATYMrr R AY 

SA TY AJLT RAY is •:>Oe of those movie makers whp 
likes to play his pet themes out in trilogie_s. so th~ 

like a oame of ducts if he m1sscs the firsl ttme he Js 
nllowel two more lries. The pity is that even after h it­
ting the bulrs ~ye lh~ tjrst time ~e ~nsi ~ts on two more 
tries which then survtve as pale mmat1ons of the first. 
.. Jana Aranya" suffers from this defect . It is ·'Prati­
dwancti" without its poetry, '·Mahanagar" without its 
strength. The same themes a rc there, a young person 
!poking for a job, being caught in th~ "system"; yout_h­
ful idealism crumbling umler the ugliness o_f urban ltfe 
ere. 

Life .for Satyajit Ray's latest hero is tough . He is a 
slender ypuog fellow, with a sensitive !ace an_d a t~nder 
smile with black framed spectacles that gtve h1m a 
particularly vulner~ble look. H e is as ~ppealing as a 
young puppy lookmg for a bowl of milk but all he 
get~ from the world is a bowl of maggots. He is forced 
to eat them. This is what makes life tough. But this is 
to anticipate things. 

We first see the hero sitting for b.is exams which 
gives Ray an opportunity to comment on (a) lnade­
quacy of the exam system (b) Failure of educalional 
policy (c) Reasons for student unrest. As a result of aU 
these fac tors our hero, a bright student, barely mana­
ges to pass. T his causes a great deal pf anguish to his 
father, an old man with a fine sensitive face , whose 
perpetual bewilderment through the film may be sup­
posed to represent ''failure of the older generatiort to 
understand the socia l changes taking place before 
them." Perhaps it is w1fair to see the film in such neatly 
labelled cliches, which m ay have become obvious only 
because of the English sub-titles. Not only did these 
leave sentences suspended in mid-air from frame to 
frame, but had pepple saying thing& such as : "Have 
you had your pudding ?" and "Shall I get the limou­
sine?" which sounded patently artificiaL 

After his exams the hero goes through the mindless 
routine of interviews and job hunting. Finally he is 
forced to take up his own business of buying and seUing 
his work as a '·midd leman" when, on the eve of c lin­
ching an important deal, he tinds that be bas to pro­
vide a girl for the lecherous businessman who will 
sanction tbe deal. While being inilia ted into this rouline 
by an already successful P.R. man. our sensilive hero 
is dragged through several seamy parlours looking for 
a prostilute. Finally they find a girl and she turns out 
to be the sister of his best friend . Not that this is any 
surpr ise to us since the first time we see her she is, in 
a favourite Satyajit Ray sequenct.:!, in the process of 
unhooking her bra, or " Virtue unveiled thrpugh a 
window" . so we know only too well what her fate is 
going tp be. 

The hero unfortunate ly is noll so well prepared and 
has to go through an agoJJi.d.ug la>.i-ride with her to 
the hotel. He tries to wriggle out of the situation to 

save lhe girl's honour. She has oo illusio~s a& lo her 
role in life and forces him to go through w1th the deal. 
End of story. 

l n a commercial film the villain is a Zamindar with 
eyes like daggers and a curling moustache. In an art 
film the vtlhtJn is society with filthy gutters and no 
room at the top. ln a commercial film the aim is enter­
tainment and i( you haven't enjoyed it, n~bo~y ca~es 
becaust:. others enjoy it. Jn an art film the a 1ro IS so~tal 
relevance and if you dou't I.1kt! thal there's somethtng 
wron <> with you. l should like to add that it's nol that 
all art films are bad or that social relevance is boring; 
I still rate "Pratidwancli'' as an all time high of cine­
matic experience, but there is a point atter which say­
ing the same thing in exactly the same way can become 
tiresame. In a newspaper interview, Satyajit Ray is quoted as 
saying that .. Jana Aranya" was "one among my best". 
WelL its n ice lhat he thin.ks so highly of his work and 
one has to admit that aJI the Saryajit t rademarks are 
there. the carefully honed types, the feel fo! the te~­
ture of Indian life, lhe lovingly crafted details. Yet tn 
the end one cannot help but think that the moment 
one is 'Dade consciqus of these details, the film 
degenerates into a fussy mass of details and 
mannerisms. 

Why must all the heroes of art films move with such 
deliberate slowness? The hero of "Jana Aranya' ' takes 
what appears an age to open a letter from his _girl 
f.riend which be realises is an invitation to her marnage 
with a richer boy. In a commercial film the scene 
would have been shot with a cacophony of wailing 
music. Becau'Se it's an arl film we are spared this. 
Instead there is dead silence and a sequence which 
goes somewhat like this- hero sees letter- stares­
close-up of letter- idea formulates in brain that be 
must stretch hand out to pick up letter-stretches hand 
out-hesita tes- fingers curl a round the envelope­
stares-slowly opens the 1eller- stares down- stares 
into distant past ..• from all of which the audience is 
supposed to grasp that the invitation has come as a 
deadly blow. 

Thls is just one sequence. E very time the hero faces 
a crisis he closes his eyes and momentarily lifts up 
his glasses Message-He can' t face the ugly reality of 
life but has to go on living. Or else he lights a ciga­
rette. The number o( times the hero of "Jana Aranya" 
is using match light to save on lighting effects, 
cigarette's makes one wonder whether (a) Satyajit Ray 
is using match Light to save on lighting effects 
(b) dJ>ing a commercia] for a Cigarette company or 
(c) running out of ideas. 

A Satyajit Ray film can never be entirely bad. In 
ract it will only be fajr to mention that many people 
have found " Jana Aranya" extremely good. But one 
cannot get over the feeling that in thls film Satyajit 
Ray becomes on~> of the types he is so good at cari­
caruring. a successful director reproducing with his 
usual pan:lche his uc:ual pet th~ rne~. nC' longer interested 
tn the much more risky business of probing beneath 
the surface of thing~. G EETA D ocroR 
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Reviews 
TH£ INDIAN POLlTICAL PARTIES: .Au! H is­

torical Analysis of Polilical Behaviour upto 1947 
B. B. MISRA 

(Oxford University Press, Bombay, Rs. 100/ -) 

T HIS is un outstandingly able work whlcb contri-
butes a Jot to our knowledge of the cou1·se of our 

history io the first half o( our Cenlury but which has 
received less than its due because of its candour. The 
s.:>urces used are for lhe most part archival, Indian and 
English . TI1e private papers as well as the confidential 
reports and the secret publicatipns of the Direcwrate 
of I ntelligence Bureau have been used to good advan­
tage. The secr\!t reports o( the DlB contained copies 
of correspondence between lhe lndian leaders which 
haJ been intercepted. Since some of them were as 
sloppy in maintaining records as they were careless 
about o:mespondence by post, these records will help 
us to fill in the gaps in Lhe papers of the leaders as 
well. Dr. Misra has consulted official files up . to 1947. 
One's only regret js that he has noll drawn much on 
them for the events of 1946 and 194 7. They merited 
a more de tailed treat~ent than he has given. 

Dr. Misra's views on the character of the. Raj has 
displeased many. In his view '·the bureaucratic des­
potism of the post 1857 period created conditi.ons lead­
ing to the estabHshment of representative Government 
in India. Apart from legal and administrative unifpr­
mity. these conditions included the rule of law and 
the principle of contract as the basis of legislation, the 
growth of paramountcy and Imperial dominance (which 
destroyed all forms of intermediate sovereignties), and 
a committee form of. political executive responsive to 
public opinion and pressure gr.oups. These set into 
motion a process. of social change which called for the 
introduction ·:>f elective principles as a political expres­
sion in the body politic of India." 

The Viceroy was not a Grand Mughal, contrary to 
our impression. He enjoyed considerable power but 
was accountable to London . •·rt is true that from the 
time pf the East India Company a tradition bad grown 
for the Viceroy to exhibit a, pomp and grandeur 
comparable to the Mughal King. But his Council 
differed essentially from the Mugbal Council in that 
it· did not consist of members nominated by the Vjceroy 
and that ir possessed a statutory right of be­
ing consulted. Both these factors conduced to lhe mild­
ness of Government. While electoral dependence made 
India into ~ issue for party p:>liUcs in England, the 
rule of the CounciJ majority prevented the Viceroy 
from assuming the role o( a Moghul Kind ." 

Lady Lytton confirms the author's impre&sion. His 
own experience as Viceroy led him to remark that 
"To carry any Imperial Indian question requires the 
co..operation of the Secretary of State's Council, of 
the Viceroy's Council. of the three Presidency Coun­
cils, of a host of imporlant local Governments; and 
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finally. when ull this has been done it depends upon 
the acqUiescence of .Parlbmcnt, \Vhich itself depends 
upon accident." 

lL was an imperialist rule, needless to say. But what 
needs stressing is that it was noL personal rule. I ndia 
did not suffer it till the t.ast nineteen months of Mrs. 
l nuira Gandhi"s regime. The judiciary under the British. 
was nol servile. ln 1873 the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal suggested to the Viceroy that in order to ensure 
justice against the rapacious conduct of moneylenders 
and zamindars judicial decrees be ~ubjected to execu­
tive revision and that a complete system of inspec­
tion and executive control over the judiciary be in­
troduced through the agency of Government in place 
of the H igh Court. Though realizing the evil arising 
from the chicanery of lawyers to gain advantage over 
the opposite side and the inability of the Higlr Cpurt 
to cbeck it, the Government ot lodja declined tot ac­
cept CampbelPs proposal. lts acceptance, A.C. Lyall, 
Secretary to Government, pointed out, "would set up 
arbitrary will in the place o[ law; it would &ubstitute 
a rapid conjecture for methodical examination: it would 
multiply the element of chance which must always 
exis1 in Jaw suits; and it would rapidly destrpy the 
very notion of fixed and sovereign Jaw paramount 
over all individual will and power which at least ever 
since the Regulations of I 793, it has been the steady 
pplicy of the British Government to inculcate on the 
people ot India ." 

For aU that it was an imperial regime of one country 
over another. Dr. Misra's work analyses the Rise of 
Indian political ptlrties in such a set up leading even­
tually to ils overthrow. His conclusions may not be 
accepable to all and it must be said that at places 
the analysis could have been closer. But it is :inter:~ting 
and deserves attention. Why do Indians form so many 
polilical parties? he asks and answers "Basically this 
was the result of an inleracti.on between the tradition­
bound and horizontally stTatified status groups of 
Indian spciety and lhe newly emerging socia l groups 
united ideoLogically according to a similarly of inte­
rests, convictions or individual loyalties. These two 
tendencies mpre or Jess cut each other at a right 
angle. With the extension cf franchise. the traditional 
groupings increased caste consciousness, which in tum 
led to the proliferation of groups even at the lower 
levels. of society. The purely interest-based ideological 
groupmg tended to restrict the multiplicatipn of parties 
10 the e.xlent possible, given the polarization of eco­
n.:>mic interests amongst the social classes. This study, 
however, shows that the former tendency outweighed 
the latter for a variety of reasons." 

H e is on strong ground in dep~oring the Congress 
failure to form coalitions in 1937. "Constituted as 
lndiao society was (and still is), an acceptance of the 
principle oF cpalition governmen ts would have corres­
ponded with the social reality of both the communal 



-

M11!/ 1977 

and economic Lines o( division in !93 7. IU was a poli· 
tical experimenl not unw?dhy cf trial. Tt might have 
helped 1m Lhc uoderstandmg of others' points of view 
and even reduced ideological imbalances through a 
process of cross-fertilization. The Cong(ess party could 
have afforded to do this from 1he position of s!Ienglh 
acquired in the General Elcclioo of 1936-7. Moreover, 
it had a popular leader in Jawaharlal who enjoyed 
the confidence of tlw left and righ t. H e was best fitted 
to take the initiative and to pr.ove the bona fide& of 
the Congress as a national organization. But this never 
happened_" 

Thanks to the author's researches we got some line 
nuggets. Nehru admitted to Asaf Ali th~t the resigna­
tion of Congrees Ministries in 1939 had been, in a way 
an ''error''. Much was said recently of the CPl's role in 
L942 in a fascist orchestration initiated by Sanjay 
Gandhi. Now that is over the role can be brpught out 
without loss of dignity. Dr. Misra records that it was 
N. M. Josh~ who wrote from Bombay to Sir Regina ld 
Maxwell, Home Member. enclosing an unsigned docu­
ment said to have been drafted by P. C. Joshi and 
Adhikari, the underground leaders wb,:> on behalf of 
!he C.P.I. restated the policy and plan of work regard­
In~ tbe support for tJ1e War-effort. While forwarding 
th1s document for fav.ourable consideration by the 
Home Member, N. M. Joshi said 'I vo,uch far the 
genuineness of the document as having emanated from 
the Communist leaders and also tor be ing the true 
statement of their policy and plan of work.' In the 
light of this. written restatement of Communist policy, 
N. M. Josht asked the Government to wilhdraw un­
executed warrants and permit the leaders to function 
openly and publish some papers without security being 
demanded. This- was to be followed by the releases of 
Communist de tenus." 

The M emorm1dum of Commu11ist Po7icv and Plall 
~! W?rk was dated ,23 ~pri.l 1942.. It expressed a 

buromg and ardent deme to co-operate with the 
~ar-effort ~'even under the present Government", if 
1t was possible 1o do so ''in an honourable and res­
pectable manner" Asking the Government for the 
release of communists the M emorandum' pleaded : 

ARE YOU 
EXECUTIVE? 

KILLING 

O R. R. H. D ASTUR 

Freedom First 

YOURSELF. MR. 

(All India Management Association, New Delhi. 
L976; pp. 208: Rs. 35) 

B EAMED nt the busy businessman, the exhausted 
executi\'e and the harassed manager. rbis handy 

volume could well h:.~ve been titled ·rh.ll\ t.:> bt! 
Healthy though Successful.' Dr. Dastur has done a 
service lo the gentlemen engaged in the executive rat 
race by providing timely reminders on the art of 
physical survival. Strewn all along the path to the 
Executive Suite are obstacles li ke ulcers, l iver prob­
lems, blood pressure and heart trouble, not to men­
lion such esoteric ailments as the slipped disc and 
sp•onclilitis! H ow to deal with these devils is the s ub­
ject of Dr. Dastur's book To fact, Dr. D astur also 
takes care of the 'Executive Triangle' of that poor man 
caught between an ambitious wife and a calcula ting 
secretary! 

But seriously, this is a useful book for the busy 
executive who reaches for the specialist only wben 
it is very late. As the D octor observes, " the book is 
a; ready reckoner and a lroow-ho)V for the busy exe­
cutive". The introduction, the two appendices and 
the first fi ve chapters are of general ·interest and 
should be read by everyone. Thereafter , it should 
be read like books e n astrology-only that part 
which deals with your a ilment! 

The findings of a " Peripdic Check-up on 1998 
Executives" reveals the interesting fact lhat unlike his 
American counterpart, 50% of Indian executives 
suffer from emotional stress and anxiety and · as many 
as 40% from overweight, only two per cent from 
heart attacks and strokes-the biggest killer in the 
United Sta tes. The emotional stress, one might pre­
~ume. is a reflection of the employment eovirolllllent 
m the country. As for being overweight, what else 
can one expect when ''entertaining'' !cr business is 
on the house1 

The Fopd fo r H ealth cl1art is a very useful item 
and should command the careful scrutiny of the 
reader. 

"Today we 5,000 I ndian communists with our numer­
ous followers and sympathizers have only one demand 
to make upon the Government : give us the chance 
to rally our people. Give us the opportunity to move 
freely' among our fellow-patr~ots; we have only desire 
~oday, to do 24-hours' duty aga inst the Jap and Gennan 
m vaders of our land, the enslavers of entire mankind. 
Whatever our political differences with the existing 
Government, w~ are blaming the Government today 
!lOt fo: conducttng the War, but for not conducting 
tl e~ct~ntly en? ugh." Co mment is unnecessary. 

Th1s JS essentially a study of Tndi-nn political parties. 
One hopes that Dr. M isra will write a study of the 
last decade precC'ding independence. 

The Doct.or errs only when ne strays from the 
path of diagnosis and treatment. For instance he 
discusses the pace of industrialisation and the ~ass 
m.anufacture of. co~sumer durables and heavy indus­
t~•a1 goods while mtr.oducing the chapter on Execu­
tive Stress. Anyone who knows kno)vs that the ma­
jor industries are in the State Sector and employees 
in. this section at all levels can hardly be accused of 
bemg .ove.rworked. H owever, this is only a minor 
defect wh1ch does nor detract from the undoubted 
value of tbe book. 

A. G. N OORANI S. v. RAJu 
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WHAT I S "SAMIZDAT"? ((;onlin11ed from page 2) 

6. Open letters and appeals-individual and collec­
tive-<leclaratipns, complaints. and entire sets of 
C·O·rrespondence. 
7. Stenographic reports. minutes, records and ac­
C:lUnts (summarised or in full) of: addresses, speeches 
and final statements (of the defendant at trials); 
meetings, discussions. and denunci-ations~ interviews, 
conversatioru, and brainwashing sessions; searches 
and interrogations; trials and appeal hearings; records 
of c.::>mpulsory hospitalisation and discussions on 
pS>)'chiatry; demonstrations and p~tive actions; 
instances of shadowing and provacat.JOn; a rrests and 
rountl-ups; anniversaries and funerals. 
8. Reportage from prisons, camps, and asylums. 
9. Information. bulletins lh~ most famous is the 
Chronicle of Current Events, which records vi'ola­
tions of human rights in the U.S.S.R. and comes 
.out onceJ every two months); registers of those con­
victed and compulsory hospitalised. 
10. IJiographies and "service records'' of the execu­
tioners and biographies of their victims. 
11. Official documents : international treatii s, decla­
rations, pacts, conventions, reprints from the almoot 
unobtainable Sovi~t Criminal Code and Code of 
Civil Procedure; court verdicts; reports of psychiatric 
examinations: texts of secret instructions and orders. 
12. Lists of cuts made by the censor in official 
Soviet publications (Bulgakov, Grossman, Saint­
Exupe.ry, H emingway and others). 
13. R eprints fr.om official Soviet publications-the 
''daring" passages and complete "daring" works that 
have "sUpped through'' the censorship; extracts from 
the " best" specimens of obscurantism and grapho­
mania (chosen according to the principle : ''H ow 
lovely-what filth !"). For example : Lunacharsky's 
reminiscenes about L enin's humanism in Novy Mit, 
in1 May 1926; quotations from works by Kochetov 
and the "poet" S. Smirnov. 

All or these items circulate separately~ or in collec­
tions made according · to one or another principle. 
They are spmetimes signed (with address~ of the sig­
natories often given). The Chronicle of Current Events 
tries to f,olJow new samizdat and gives brief summaries 
of it in the sectiDDI SAMJZDAT NEWS. 

The quality of what c irculates in samizdat varies. 
The number "printed" of a partjcu)ar somizdat work 
can be correlated approximately with its " use value." 
(Approximately. as samizdat is not only interesting 
but dangerous too). 

H is very difficult in Russia to delimit an imagined 
(Tom a reaJ danger. The fact that a piece of samizdat 
is confiscated during~ a raid signifies in itself little in 
comparison with what will happen aferwards-bow 
the person searched (and his friends) will behave dur­
ing interrogatkms, and the ensuing consequences, bath 
judicial an& extra-judicial. For some one who is not 
sure himself ~or his friends) the safest thing, generally 
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speak ing, would to keep w~lt away [rom samizdat. 
from a certain kind of tmmizdat. in any case. But 
even timid persons have dealings with samizdat, al· 
though with deep apprehension : stiiJ they want to read 
something ab()Ut what's happening. Thus, samizdat 
is differentiated according to degrees and shades· of 
danger. A mao devek>ps, consciously or intuitively, 
his own noti'on of the risk he Is taking when be types 
out. gives pe:>ple to read, or keeps aL home pieces of 
somizdflt or tamizdat literature. 

Among other "samizdat complexes" that affect the 
circulation of swnizdat may be noted: the "fear of 
several copies", the ··rear of the first copy" (identifi­
cati.:>n of tl1e typewriter !) and the "fear of the type­
writer's tap" (there may be a sharp-eared KGB man 
behind the wall), and also persecution mania when 
the person in question thinks that all searchlights are 
beamed on him, that he is " in the public eye" and 
therefor:e C9'tlld not, s-hould not, w.ou1d not keep any 
samizdat at his home. H e should "be clean." Mean­
while. any routine and quite barmfess shadowing 
makes his positi.on~or so be tends to think- parti­
cularly dangupus. 

The amount of somizdat in circulation obviously 
increases when it is courageously reproduced~ and it 
decreases during peri!Ods of intensified p.olice searches 
when it is hidden away. or even destroyed, by readers 
who have been frightened by the latest rumour of 
"indiscriminate raids." 

All thisf literature possesses varying degrees of "cri­
minali ty", real or i magined. (The notions of ''criminality'' 
and ''danger" do not coincide,. especially in a State 
which does not exactly respect the law.) The "anti­
Sovietism" of certain w.orks may be formally corro­
borated by trials of their authors or distributors, for 
instance, in the case of certain worlcs by Sinyavsky 
and Daniel. The ''criminality" of these works was 
"proved" by quo'ting several phrases from them in 
court. When investigators who carry out searcl1es find 
a work like this tl1ey ascertain with deep satisfaction 
that the "criminal" phrase is just in the rigllt' place. 
A system of acc.ountc; exists· in the KGB. as in anv 
Soviet enterprise. If, for example, the quality of work 
of a teapot-producing factory is rated by the overall 
weight >::>f its output (which is why our Russian tea­
DOts are so heavy). then, apparently, the number of 
"criminnl" phrases is one of the indices for measurin.l! 
the efficiency of the KGB (which , after all, ''produces" 
prisoners. not teaJ'}ots) . What is most interesting is that 
these same phrases have been circulated in millions 
of copies. as they are quoted in official Soviet news­
p:wer reports of the trial. 1t w.::mld be in1riguing to 
nubli~h one of these works in samizdat without these 
ill-fated phrases and then simply to attach the news­
paper cuttings as explanatory appendices. 

The reason why a 11ersort becomes an author is 
simple. As Andrei Amalrik said, "Once these thoughts 
had entered my mind T naturally wanted to write 
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tbem."' It is well-known that many writers in the 
Soviet Union "write for the desl.\-dmwer'', ·::>ften wllh­
out even trying to offer their works to official publish­
ing hpuses, since they .koow that works of this kind 
will n ol be printed anyway. Some people give their 
works to friends to read but are categorically opposed 
to their being circulated withou t some ki nd of conu·ol 
over distribution. T hey hope thal in the future they 
will still manage to get into print, and know that the 
appearance of their works in samlzdat might. by an­
gering the authorities, prevent this hypothetical pos­
sibility. There are those, however, who are not waiting 
for ''better times" but want to reach Russian readers 
immediately. They put their works into sarnizdat, per­
haps with' the understanding that better times do n.ot 
cpme automatically and that the existence of a free 
li terature which is actually. being read will itseli pro­
mote a change for the better. 

When I have said here concerning authors in the 
strict sense of the word also applies to compilers pf 
documents, witnesses of important events, scholars­
to aU who consider that their ' 'wri tten output" (an 
expression fmm lbe official report of psychiatric ex· 
aroination) has socia l significanct:. The desire for 
publicity- gla~'twt, in Russian, embracing the notions 
of both openness and freedom •Of information and 
expression-is the main motive force behind docu­
mentary samizdat. 

And so it is that a work is put into sam·izdat and 
Russians give it to one another to read. Let us assume 
that this work, whether or information or of art, a 
scholarly article or au open letter , has com~· my way 
for readjng and is of spedal interest t o me. It is natural 
that 1 should want to keep this work; for myself. But 
I have to rerurn the copy' I was given, perhaps very 
soon, as S•:>meone else is waiting his turn to read it. 
Consequently, 1 have to start looking for a way to 
copy the work. If it were small-say five typed pages 
-there w.:>uld be no problem. ]) would sit down a t a 
typewriter and tap it out in three hours, just as l am 
tapping out this article now. But the work is large, 
say 40 pages. I would have to waste ao enormous 
amount of time. (I do. however . know of an instance 
when sgmeone copied out half of Solzhenitsyn's novel 
Th~ First Circle by hand ! Theref<J1'e, I have to oon­
sider which 1 have to consider which of my friends 
can type or have friends who can type and wbo wou ld 
agree tp take on the job. Let us assume that I have 
managed to find a; typist. Now I must (1) get agree­
ment in principle to the copying from the person who 
gave me the work (if, however, for spme reason it 
was no-t intended for circulation. I should most Ji keJy 
have been told a bout this at the very beginning); and 
(2) . get him to allow me more time, longer than the 
penod of 2-3 days for whkh the work was originally 
lent to me. 

At t his poin t a certain amount u( bal'gaianing 
usuaUy begins. It emerges that, as a ''fpe", I must 
retur~ the work plus three cppies. The person who 
gave 1t to me wants one copy for himself; h~ will give 
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another one to tht1 person who gave it tp him, but 
as the vwJrk belongs to a t hird person (as a rule names 
are not mentipneu) the last waals an extra copy for 
himself (,p~rhaps he will give it to someone as a 
birthday present). Then I declare that 1 am being 
··overcharged." My !riend's typist can only do five 
et;:,pies-her old typewrile1· won't ''take" mQre, At tbe 
same time she wan ts .u l'Opy for he r:.elf, and my fr iend 
waals one too. Thus, if 1 give away tbree cop1es here 
and two there, what wlll be l'eft fpr me'? We agree on 
two copies. Meanwhile, 1 hope to manage to limit 
myself to one copy for the ''producers"; 1 shall give 
the copy l saved to a cerlain person who is very much 
interested in rhe ~ubject; besides, this person may be 
useful jn getting hold gf othert things for me to read. 

When making an agreement with the typist. _the 
size of the work has to be taken into account~oot 
every typist bas enough free time. Her p sychology 
must be taken accguut of too : Will she think the 
work ''too hot to handle''? There are differen1; kinds 
of samizdatJ typists : some do id for money, some out 
of sheer enthusiasm; but all regard what they type 
with sensitive Jnterest. 

WhaL -paper to type on-ordinary or tissue paper ? 
Fpur to Jive oopies can be made on ordinary paper 
while as many as fifteen can. sometimes be managed 
on tissue paper. This is better because it can satisfy 
more fully the growing spiritual demands of new 
Soviet man. Besides, if the typist has to be paid, each 
tissue-paper copy of a bulky publication is bal,f the 
price of one on ordinary paper-particularly significant 
when it is a matter of a long novel. 

A word about " the technical base" ot samizdat. It 
is simple: typewriter, paper, and carbon paper. The 
Stalinist time has passed when typewriters were all 
officially registered. M any people have machines, and 
they can be bough t at a reasonable price in shpps. The 
shops also usually have paper and carbon paper-« 
good or bad quality- which are not expensive. Spme­
ti.mes supplies of paper are irregular, but experienced 
people keep, a st'Dck. All this "activity"-buying paper, 
typing- is quite normaJ for most literary and scientific 
and technical workers ; after a11, works and reviews for 
publishing houses (disserta tions, academic articles, 
scientific and technical translation&) have Ito be typed. 
It ls hard to say how much of all thai~ i& typed will 
then start-and continue- to be copied w.it.hQut control 
as samLz.dat. Obviously, i l is doubtful that this will 
happen wi th a specialised technical translation; but it 
may very well happen to an interesting rwvella which 
has been rejected by the publishing boW\es. 

The other method of reproducing texls-by photp­
graphy;-is technically .more complex .. Film and paper 
for th1s can be obtamed, although sometimes with 
difficul~y. but not everyone knows how to take, develop, 
and pnnt photpgraphs. Moreover , the text t hat is being 
photographed bas to be cJear; and the eighth carbon 
copy of a typed version is .of no use. One other draw­
back: : photographic paper is thicker than ordinary 
paper, and a large photocopied work takes up much 
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more room than a typescript. Once :1 photocopy of the 
huge (over 1000 pages) historical work on Stalin by 
Roy Mcdvellcv came my way. This extraordinary 
wprk occupied several cardboard boxes. The advan­
tages o f th~ pholographic method a rc1 its greater speed 
lin skilful h <.~ n<.ls) , and the ubsence of errors and dis­
tortions. To be s ure, there are a large number of 
phplocopying machines in the Soviet Uni.on but they 
arc nOL sold to private persons, hired out, or 
set up fpr public usc. They belong• to s tate organiza­
tions and the ir entire output is !><l riclly contr.alled. Each 
of tbem is guarded like a military object by special 
p.!rsons who protect it vigilantly from any " ide9logical 
diversion." 

Obviously the next extension of tbe technical base 
of samizdtlt lies in de .. eloping the home technol-ogy of 
manufacturing duplicating machines in conformity 
with Soviet conditions- ··rn conf.ormity with Soviet 
conditions" means fulfilling two needs : (1) the male­
rials a,n.D comppnents for the apparatus sll!ould be so 
cheap and its manufacture so s imple that its confisca­
tion during a search would be not much more appr~­
ciable a loss than the oonfiscalion Qf a typewriter; 
and {2) that everything needed can be br<1ugbt or 
b ::>rrowed. The apparatus should demonstrably be 
.. home-made" sQ tha-t no one could say it was made 
from par ts stolen from a factory or brought from 
abr.oad in a ·'spy's belt" with the aim of Restpring 
th<'J Power of the Landlords & Capitalists. Of course, 
what can be made cbeapJy and quickly by an ama­
teur will not be capable of producing a large number 
of copies, giving htgh-quality reproduction, or a long 
term of service. But it is clear that these will be sacri­
ficed for the sake of realising the two principles I 
have stated above. 

Readers of samizdat a re not exac tly &poilt by typo­
graphlcal luxury. Frequently, they bave to read barely 
legible tenth-carbon copies, typed in single spacing, 
when one o r two letters of t he typewriter were "not 
a rticulating"' into the bargain. Here the ~onveniences 
of ''preparation, distr:ibution. and keeping' ' on the one 
hand (terms taken from art-icle~ 70 and 1 90- l of the 
RSFSR Criminal Code) clash with legibility. A work 
is, of course, easier r.o read when il is nQt typed very 
closely and when the text is not on both sides of the 
page with the type sh owing through. Some readers 
have poor s ight; and, obviously, mistakes multiply 
when additional copies are made from already illegible 
texts. On the ocher hand, single-space typing creates its 
own conveniences-less work for the person typing i t out 
(fewer sheets of paper need LO be inserted in the type­
wri ter), less paper is used, and the fini shed work takes 
up less space. Simple arithmetic reveals that' a novel 
is approximately four time~ thinner if, instead, of 
being typed in double spacing on one side of the 
paper o nly. it is typed in single spacing on both s ides. 
ln each specific instance all these '' typographical" 
problems are resolved in ·'the best way possible," for 
example by typing with one-and-a-half-line spacing, 
oc in various other ways, depending on the circum-
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Sti.IIICC!i. 
The pile ·Of :.heels or paper received after cppying 

may be bound, or not. each method bas advantages 
and disadvantages. A bound work is more durable but 
it can only be read by pne pt!rson at a time- unJess 
it. IS read a lout!. Although sepuri.tte sheets get worn 
out, dirty, or lost, an unbpuJld work can be read 
simultam:ousJy by a large numb~r of pc.ople who pass 
the single sheet~ to one another. This ' ·total" absorp­
tion in informaCion is 4uite a usua l Russian pastime. 
Scattered about .on sofas. armchairs, at. a table, onl the 
floor, people are rustung pages. . . . Someone arrives 
and demands to be given the lirst pages that the 
o thers have already reo.td. Someone else takes the owner 
of the manuscript to one side and starts negotiating 
to copy ll .... It is obviously most convenient to ··pub­
lish'' lhich. works is samizdat bound into sevt!fal book­
Jets- then the work is better preserved and there is 
no need to wait a 1png time for the previ,ous reader 
lo finish it : il can be handed over in parts. But only 
manuscripts made up of separate sheets are suitable 
for the' mass reading l ba ve described. 

People arc usually shy of read ing samizdat in public 
places-pn public transport, for example- as they 
fear the undesirable vigilance of some neighbouring 
person. 

The postal service is not normally used for distri­
buting samizdat, as the Soviet post has no secrets 
(rom Soviet Power. In the event of interception, even 
if there is not sufficient material to bring cr.iminal 
charge, the ' 'appropriate organs'· may become inte­
resteUI and this. may lead to shadowing and searches. 
Besides, it is a crying shame if a literary work is Jpst. 
Nevertheless, in the summer of 1967 I sent from Mos­
cow to my mother at a seaside resort Solzhenitsyn's 
fam:>us letter to the Fourth Writers' Congress (1964). 
1 put in the envelope of an official letter which' had 
arrived for her while s he was away, and 1 put this 
f.nvelope inside an ordinary one with the note : I'm 
fonvarding an official letter ... .'' The letter arrived 
much appreciated . 

H ow widespread is snmizdat ? There is a well-known 
anecdote : the mother of a schoolboy brings Tolstoy's 
War and Peace to be copied, and she explains to the 
s urprised typist that ber son is required tp read this 
work according to the school curriculum and that there 
is simply no other way of making him read it !. .. 
Of course. sumizdat circula tes (like this anecdpte) 
only among the thinking part of society, among those 
who, in search ot high quality informatipn (including 
artistic information). turn away in digust from the 
putrid stuff that is offered officially. Clearly. someone 
who has no time a t all to read, whether because of 
cares about his daily bread o r beca use of vodka or 
television, wilJ not start reading samizdat either. 

Various attempts made by the KGB, atth.ougb not 
under its own name. to use this .. publishing house 
are indirect proof of public recognition of samizdat. 
Fo r instance, not long before the arrest of ex-General 
Grigorcnko, some Crimean Tata rs (who had invited 
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Grigorenko tol be public counsel for the defence at a 
tria l of I 0 of their number) found a typewritten an­
onymous text in their letter-boxes, full of slanders 
about him. The text was typed in triple spacing (''real" 
samizdat. is. never rypcd sp uneconomically), on "t.oo 
good" a typewritter, on ·' too good'' paper nod, in 
genera l, " to professionally." But mgst impor tant : it 
contained information that could be known to no­
body but the KGB. 

Is somizdat a n '·Illegal" or "Underground" litera­
ture ? In no sense. There is no "black list" of buru1ed 
literary works in Soviet legislatipn. There are some 
lists of b.ooks which are supposed to be liable to con­
fiscation, and they a re distributed to bookshops a nd 
libraries; still, these a re intra -departmental circulars 
which in no way oblige Soviet citizens to ''purge" 
their personal libra ries. M oreover. even if I wished 
to display swper-loyalty as a loyal Soviet subject and 
wanted to be guided by these lists , I should quite 
simply not be given tbem- tbey are secret, " for officia l 
use only." 

As f(>r ''conspiracy", most samizdat works are signed 
and the addresses of the signatories give.n, so t hat here 
again.there can be no question of any ' 'illegality." 

Bes1des, the U.S.S.R . h as al ways spoken with warmth 
in i ts official press of the UN's "Universal Dccla ra­
ti.on of H uman Rights"; and espec iaUy of Article 19 
which states : 

Everyone! has the right freedom of opinion and ex­
presslo~; Ibis .right includes freedom tQ hold opin­
rons without 111terference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through any media 
and regardless of frontiers. 

The fact Lhar the "Universal Declaration of Human 
~igh ts" (usually available only .in a samizdat ed ition) 
ts not always taken away dunng searches is an in­
direct confirmation of the Soviet Union's remarkable 
respect for this documen t And if. during these verv 
searches, the same officials confiscate large quantities 
of samizdat which afterwards does not fi~rure as "ma­
terial evidence" in any criminal case, butwhich is not 
returned to its owners, then tltis surely is a vi.olation 
of Soviet law. 

It is. because he h ows of this illegal practicel that 
th:e noonal reader of samic,dat will not say to his 
fnend over t he phone (which is often tapped) : "Do 
come round, I've gol hold of Cancer Ward ... ," Gen­
eraUy speaking, a sense of self-preservation is a human 
characteristic. But if I am afraid to go out of my 
house because there is a mad dog outside, tll is· does 
not mean that my walk would have been " illegal. '' 
We come across all kinds of '·undergr-ounds" in West­
em p~ess references, to Soviet samizdat, or we find la rge 
h~dhnes such as 'Sor1gs of the Soviet Underground." 
Thts use .of the word is justified in the following way. 
W~at are '·Jaws" anyway in the Soviet Union '? They 
extst only on paper. and in practice the authorities 
al~ays do what they want Bu t this is the whole 
potnt: one .of the main reasons for violation of the 
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Jaws by the authorities is tho readiness to recQgoisc as 
'·underground"-even in terminplogy-any activity 
which. although not contradictory to Soviet law, is 
objectionabl~ to the rulers of the day. 

Some S(lmi:.dat is anonymous (.or pseudonymous), 
but the wortls ,;)f the Chronicle of Current Eve11ts 
apply to thes:! works too : 

The Chmniclc is no sense an illegal publicallon, 
but its condi tions of work a re hampered by the 
peculiar concc:pts o( lega lity and freedom of infor­
mation which have become established in the course 
ofl long years in certain Soviet institutions. For this 
reason the Chronicle cannot. like any other journt~.~l 
give its posta l address on th~ last page. 

But most samizdar, I repeat, consists of signed works. 
There are even regular typewritten collections which 
C·:>me out openly. for instance Social Problems, put 
out by V. N. Chalidze. The permanent (>9Stal address 
of the compiler is given on each typewritten copy of 
this collection. And the ma in significance of activity 
c.:>ncerned with fulfilling the prpmise of freedom of 
spe...och in samizdM lies in what r mu~t call overcoming 
the subjective sense of a virtual lack of rights; this 
was inherired from the bloodbath of recent times in 
the country and, perhaps, fron.r even earlier Russian 
times. 
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WITI-1 MANY VOICES 
"The deep 

Moans round with many voit'es. Come, my friends, 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world." 

- Te1wysOII 

The world, as Galileo accurately remarked, does intuitive fee ling tha t were Gandhi alive he WQuld have 
move. said yes. 
- Inte-rnational Herald Tribune, February 16. -Democratic World, March 20. 

He (President Carter) can't stamp out sin 111 the 
world, but he keeps on praying. 
- International Herald Tribune, February 21. 

Mr. Car ter thinks a policy of detente with Russia 
that is silent on human rights is not just wrong, but 
not ·'sustainable" either. 
-The Economist, February 26. 

I wish Mrs. Gandhi a long life s.n she can see how 
the next Prime Minister runs the country. 
- Mr. Jagjivan Ram quoted in Time, March 2>1. 

There are three kinds of democracy in Europe : 
Anglo-Sax.on, Scandinavian and Mediterranean. Of the 
three, the Mediterranean is the least disciplined and 
the most difficult to manage, largely because of the 
passionate nature of the Mediterranean personaUty. 
- P remier Constantine Caramanlis quoted in Inter­
national Herald Tribune, March 15. 

Reality is the poet reading his poem; unreality is 
the poet discussing the responsibility of the poet. 
- Per Wastberg a t the 41st International P.E.N. 
Congress. 

He (Anthony Crosland) was the only person 1 have I~ anyo~e h~s a blueprint for I ndia's economic ills, 
met who perspnally measured his time in periods of · he ts keepmg tt back. 
less than a quarter .of an hour. ' 'Drop in about ten -The Observer, March 27. 
to seven" he would say-and mean it. 
- Dick Leonard in The Economist~ February 19. 

Is, JP the answer?, as. his friend Masani asked in 
the book he wrote in the context of the Bihar struggle 
of 1974-75. in J P's scheme of things, power resides 
primarily in ordinary people aud they alpne. not t he 
elite, who can answer. One has. all the same, an 
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l t might be premature to write her (Mrs. Gandhi's) 
p.nlitical obituary just yet. 
-Gavin Young, in The Observer, March 27. 

Some people a re concerned every time Brezhnev 
sneezes. 
- President Carter quoted in Time, April 4. 

Nothing that will happen in Washington this year 
will be as imp.nrtant to. Amer ica as what happened 
in New Delhi in the past few days. 
- Senator D aniel Patrick Moynihan quoted in Time, 
April 4. 

He (Nehru) believed jn Macbjavelli-that was his 
ideal. Mine is Gandhi- and Lincoln. 
- Prime Minister Morarji Desai quoted in Time, 
April 4. 

People are afraid of government more than any 
other agency. 
- Prime Minister M orarji Desai quoted in Tim·e. 
April 4. 

Y.ou need not fear this government as you have 
fe.ared all those (past) months. We are your servants, 
not your masters. 
- Prime Minister Morarji Desa i quoted in Time, 
April 4. 
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