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THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION BILL

The Freedom of Religion Bill, 1978 is a Private Member’s Bill moved by Mr. O. P. Tyagi a Janata member of
the Lok Sabha. It is therefore not an official Bill even though Mr. Tyagi belongs to the ruling party. Very rarely,
if at all, do governments support legislative measures that do not originate from the Treasury benches. But on
this occasion there is a disconcerting ambivalence on the part of Government. Referring to Mr. Tyagi’s Bill,
Home Minister H. M. Patel stated on the floor of the Lok Sabha that while Government had not taken any view
on the Bill, they would ensure that the fundamental rights of all religions are fully protected. Praising the sense of
nationalism of the Christian community the Home Minister sought to reassure India’s Christians that they need
have no apprehensions about governmental interference. A report in the Statesman of April 3 adds that the *“Bill
seems to have found disfavour with almost every section of Janata except members of the former Jan Sangh group.”
Prime Minister Morarji Desai told a delegation of Christians in Bombay on April 1, that the Bill “will not be
accepted as it is. Let me tell you that,” he said and added “nothing is going to be done to take away the legitimate
rights of the minorities.”

And yet, the Christian community is restless and have reason to feel anxious. The States of Madhya Pradesh,
Orissa and Arunachal Pradesh have already disfigured their statute books with similar legislation. Moreover in the
rather murky politics of Delhi a convenient quid pro quo cannot entirely be ruled out.

The strength of feeling of the Christian community in regard to the Tyagi Bill is evident from the fact that
normally a docile community, they have gone all out to organise morchas, hunger strikes, and blackflag demons-
trations. For the benefit of Freedom First readers we publish below a representative collection of comments by
some leading citizens both Hindu and Christian. Whatever Mr. Tyagi’s objective may be, the general reaction has
been one of disgust and disapproval of a measure patently aimed at a community whose service to the country
particalarly in the field of education and social welfare far outstrips its numbers.

Pitting Krishna Versus Christ
MADHU MEHTA
If the Bill has been introduced for the purpose of
preventing forcible conversions, then the existing
laws are competent to do it. It is said that foreign
Christian missions and other Indian Christian mis-
sions, who are carrying on various commendable, so-
cial, charitable and educational activities in India
are doing that only with a view to lure or induce
people to adopt Christianity as their religion and
therefore, it is said, this Bill must be passed so that
the State can always decide, whether a person who
has changed his religion or is likely to do, is doing
it as a result of some kind of inducement, force or
under threat in the name of God.
There is also talk of some foreign missioneries
indulging in anti-national activities with the help of
local missioneries.

It should not be difficult for ayone with any ex-
perience to visualise how some people, particularly
politicians, who thrive by inciting quarrels in the
name of religion and God, can exploit the situation
for their narrow political and religious ends, once
this Bill becomes law.

When we talk of protecting our culture, we must
know what are we protecting and what is worth
protecting. Are we protecting the followers of Lord
Krishna from the followers of Jesus Christ who we
fear may induce Krishna’s followers to join the camp
of Jesus Christ? Is it not a fact that both Christ
and Krishna have taught us to love each other,
respect each other and not hate or suspect each
other?

Can one ask Mr. Tyagi who has moved the Bill:
“What is more important to you, restoration of basic
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