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A VARIETY OF COMMENT

K. S. VENKATESWARAN

. PSYCHIATRIC ABUSE IN THE USSR the movement of Crimean Tartars deported during the
{ Second World War to return to the Crimea, Grigorenko
: READERS might recall that in May 1980 Amnesty was ruled “not responsible” (for his actions) and con-
International had come out with a richly documented fined to special psychiatric hospitals under criminal
report on Prisoners of Conscience in the USSR which procedures for five years. When a Soviet psychiatrist,
-’/ catalogues in meticulous detail, among other things, Dr. Semyon Gluzman, challenged the official diagnosis
the flagrant abuse of official Soviet procedures for con- made of Grigorenko’s mental condition, he was him-
fining people to psychiatric hospitals against their will. self arrested and sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment
In the three years that have gone by after the publi- and internal exile for “anti-Soviet agitation and pro-
cation of the report, more evidence of such abuse has paganda.” :
been wunearthed, according to a recent Amnesty
Briefing. Not surprisingly, after Grigorenko emigrated to the
Based on information gathered from such diverse WUSA in 1979, the distinguished panel of psychiatrists
sources as first-hand accounts of a number of victims and psychologists who examined him in New York
who have since emigrated from the USSR, samizdat concluded unequivocaly that they could find no evi-
accounts of other, less fortunate victims, testimony of dence of mental illness in Grigorenko. “Nor could we
several emigré Soviet psychiatrists, and the findings of find evidence in (his) history consistent with mental
an eminent British psychiatrist who personally examin- illness in the past,” said the panel.
ed some victims on a visit to Moscow in 1978, the
Briefing clearly establishes that the situation has, far THE THREAT TO THE BBC
from improving over the years, undergone a change
for the worse. YET another announcement that the British Govern-
ment plans to cut back some of the BBC External
“Since August 1977, Amnesty International has Services programmes as a part of its economy drive,
=~ learned of 110 people who have been forcibly confined has brought in its wake an avalanche of protests from
to Soviet psychiatric institutions for indefinite periods, faithful listeners at home and abroad. Some of the
for political and not genuine medical reasons. Nineteen letters that poured into Bush House (the BBC’s head-
of these were confined under criminal procedures to quarters in London) and the British embassies all over
special psychiatric hospitals which constitute the most the world reveal the depth of the feelings that millions
severe form of psychiatric detention and are intended of people have been entertaining towards this unique
for people who ‘represented a special danger to socie- institution for decades.
ty’. Most, however, are confined to ordinary psychi-
atric hospitals under civil (administrative) procedures One listener from Italy wrote: “Just thinking that I
sometimes on more than one occasion during this may not be able to listen to you any longer makes me

period.” feel sick; nor can I stomach the fact that I shall not
have news of everything that happens in the world
The case of Petro Grigorenko, an ex-commanding anymore ... Stations like the BBC are like gusts of

officer in the Soviet army, is illustrative. Arrested in mountain air among the torried currents of falsehood.”
1969 following public speeches he made in support of “In France,” said another old faithful, “radio means
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