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Failure At The U.NI.
by B. K. Desai

HE fifteenth session of the United Nations GeneralI Assembly gpe_ned in the third week of September
gl 1 ."gtg of trigh optimism and in_flated hopes and

leaders. The reforms he proposed in the struc-
ture and personnel of the U.N. were intended in fact
to paralyse the United Nations action - this also was
against the interests of uncommitted nations who see
the U.N. as the only buhvark of their newly won
independence. Besides, Khrushchev by his bullying
tactics and vituperative outbursts against all thosE
who differed from him, on_ly succeeded in alienating
most of the small nations whose support he was countl
ing upon to s_ecure- the control of the U.N. The image
he projected before the world forum was that
of a bully and a gangster who wanted to cow
other nations into submission by his threats and in-
ternperate harangues. "In the Soviet Union", he
declared in his speech, 'iockets are manufactured like
sausages" and stated that whoever might become
victim of the fuhlre atomic war, the SovieI Union was
not afraid of such a war and would certainly emerge
the victor. "If you want war", he said in his last
spe_ech before the Assembly, "continue to ask for it and
you will have it". In the same speech he threatened
that if the General Assembly did not accept his pro-
posals fQr re-organising the U.N. Secretariit, and for
univerdal ilisarmament, the Soviet Union would boy:'
cott the United Nations. He also made it quite clear
that the Soviet Union would oppose any measures
taken by the U.N. rvhich conflicted rvith Soviet interests
and expansionist airns. "Even if the decision had been
adopted (by' the U.N.) bv a majority of 99 per cent,"
he stated in his speech, "we should nevertheless not
agree rvith such a decision.....You have adopted this
decision and you must make the best of it, bu: we shall
continue to live rvith our socialist system as we have
done so f:rr. Whoever interferes - please excuse
str<'h arr indclicirte but ratht'r expressive pltrase - lve
rvill s<lck hiru ir-r the jrru'."

'I-hesc stittcnrt'rtts :rttcl p<lstrrrcs g'c,re li;rrcllv calcul-
ated to inspire conficlcuce in tlte peaceftrl intentions
of thc Soviet ;rtrtlrorities, and thel' natrrrally anta-
qonise<l neutral lerrde:rs crf the. vounq Afro-Asian
n,rtiorrs. C)rr the last drrv of Khrrtshchev's trresertce at
the' U.N.. Nerpalese dclegate. Rishikesh Shah, openly
eruressecl his^ concern over "all this sorrnd and furv.
rrll tlrt'sc rrrlv ge"turrrs" ;tttrl u'artred tlrat Asirr and
.{frica s'orrld not be "brrllied by geshrres <.rf strperio-
rity" rvlriclr rvc,rc' "instrlting t<-t orrr intclliqenr:c:". Not
onll' tlutt, Kl rrrrsltcht","s rr''ild lrrtic's irrrltelled cven
Sckorr 'frlr-rnr, Ilrt,.riclt'rrt of Guinca, u'lrt, lt,rs lrclpctl tlre
S,,riti lrltrc it, g.iirritrrl ii l't,r,iltoltl irr -\l-r'itrr. to rcrtrintl
Ilrrr Sovit't lross. tJrat thr' (f.N. i<leal is "frccclonr. the'
liqht of r"r't'rt' pcrtlrlt' to self-dett'rruinittion" an<l t<l cri-
lit'is, lrirrr lol srrr,rllrt't'irrg tlri tlt lirrtt 'r, itlr Irropillittt<llt'.

pass4 into history ;ithout achieving anythiirg con-
structive or of lasting signiffcance. -It was liistoric
only in the sense ttrXt if brpught toeether for the
first time so many key world'figures -from difierent
parts of the world under one roof and that for the ffrst
time the uncommitted group of Afro-Asian nations
commanded a near majority in the Assembly. But,
beyond this, the session hardly fulfilled any of the
hopes or expectations which were roused on its eve.
It was fondly hoped that the session would "pave the
way for easing tension" between the East an-d West;
bu! if anything, it only hardened the respective
attihrdes of the two sides with the result that the
freeze, inst-ead of thawing, only deep'ened further. The
historic gathering thus proved merely arrother propa-
ganda encounter in the cold rvar and in the prevailing
circumstances, thanks to the Soviet policies, it could
not have been otherwise.

It rvas Khrushchev rvho converted the lSth sessi<.rn c-rf

the General Assembly into a rvorld-wide propaganda
circus by proposing that the delegations to the sEssion
should be led by their heads of Government. The
ostensible Soviet purpose in inviting heads of Govern-
ments to the session was to consider the problem of
'rrniversal and complote disarmament." That this
movc. \\'As obviousl;- inspired l;y proltagarrda nrotives
u'as clear frorn the fact that onlv :t fcrv nronths b:rck
thc Soviet delegation had rvalked out of the Terr-
Nation Disarmarnent Committee ancl that thc "basic'
provisions of the treaty on general and cornpletc clis-
armament", submitted by Khrushchev in his speech
in the Assembly, did not differ rnaterially from tltose
which the USSR had subrnitted to the Ten-Nation
Disarmament Cornmittee in June last. The real Soviet
aim itr ensuring the presence of the ke1' r'r'orld ffqures
at this Assernbly'. it rvas obvious. rr'as to trtilistr tlrt:
chnnqc in thc balance of lrou'er in thr, U.N., reflelctecl
in the increased strencth of Afro-Asian rnembers, to
secllre a1'r" 

",vnt"ol 
of the U. N. bv g'innin( rlvct tlrt:

svmDittlrics of tlrc' -tfro-Asiln membt'rs. Kltrrrsht'her''s
c11'1'1rllirrg attitcks on colonialisrrt anrl tlrr'\\''r'st irr
gcrrcrirl tuvcre ail'rccl itt rnakirtg l blltlitttt itl)l)('rrl l(,r
tltc srrnnort of -\fr-ri-,'\sirln otrinion. lJrrt irr tloirrq llri'
he tutclcrcstirrtirit'tl tlre irrtelligt'ttc't ol' ttttt ottttrtiltt , I
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Freedom First

Khrushchev thus failed to sway the delegations of
uncomrnitted nations. All his proposals, wrth the ex-
ceptron of the resolution on colon^alism, were rejected
by a large majority of votes in the Assembly. Even
in the case of his resolution on colonialism, the
obscene fraud of Moscow's anti-colonial profession
was demolished when the Philippine delegate sought
to extend the resolut,on to cover the peoples of East-
ern Europe. Khrushchev could reply onfy by remov-
ing his shoe and brandishing it at the Chairman of
the Assembly while hurling insulting epithets at the
Philippine delegate. Khrushchet's performance, to say
the least, violated all the rules of elementary courtesl'
and revealed his intentions more openly than ever.

If Khrushchev failed to tilt the, balance of power
in the U.N. in his favour, Western nations failed to
show constructive statesmanship to meet the challenge
of the changing times. The West only contented itself
with resisting the Soviet demands for a change in the
U.N. structure while admitting that some U.N. insti-
tutions were out of date and did not sufficiently reflect
the realities of the power positions in the present day
world. No one could deny that the Afro.Asian nations
should be given adequate representation in various
U.N. Committees and Councils; but the Western
nations failed to take the initiative in this regard and
thereby left it to Khrushchev to champion the cause c-rf

the uncornmitted nations. Similarly, the Western in-
sistence to keep Red China out of the U.N. also show-
ed their blindness to the shift in the world u'ide
balance of power. [n any case, these changes are
bound to tak6 place sooner or later in the U.N.
organisation, By failing to take the initiative, the
West only evinced lack of imagination and statexman-
ship on its part.

But far more serious \r'as the failure of the rrotr-
aligned nations, headed by India, Indonesia, Ghana,
Yugoslavia and the United Arab Republic, to practise
their profession of non-alignrnent. They tried to plal'
the 'role of the peace-maker by indulging in pious
platitudes and rneaningless generalities having no
relevance'to the achral realities of the world situa-
ticln. Instead of facing tlrc facts sqttitrc,ll', tl'rcr
assumed ruoral lrosturt,s rvhich rverre ittcrtttsistcrrt u'itlr
the individual roles each c'ne of them u'as pla,ving
in their respective spheres. The mtrch publicrsed
S-power resohltion inh'oduced by them \,('as a case in
point. Mr. Nehru, u'hile defending the resolution,
said that it contained *moral force" and u'as intended
to "pave the wav for easing tension" between the tvvo
sides. The resolution ureed the "reneq'al of contacts''
between Eisenhower and Khrushchev so that it s'ould
create the prooer atnr<lspltere for the solution of rvorld
problems. The pronosed tneeting, oL rerter,vrtl of
contacts. was, first of all, poirrtless in the last days
of Eisenhos'er's presitlcncy atrd, besides, it sltrrrved
the rrtter laek of ullnltrc'ilttion of tlrt, Artrerican stanrl
ou tlre strlliect us s'ell as irnllert'iousl'ress ttt Arnericrtrr
sensitiveness to such a rnove after Klrrushchev's insult-
ir.g rrttbttrsts lril'rirrst 1\rrt.,t'ic.art l,,,Ldcr* itrt,l tlrt'
Ptesident. "l'be starrrl rv'rs therrefr)r() rs urlr€r:llistic as
it s'as riclicrrlous. Br.siclr s. tlrc politiclr.l clirrirte r'orrlcl
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not have been irnproved by' rllere renewal of contacts
between Eisenhower and Khrushchev as it had been
deliberately corrupted by Khrushchev and the com-
munist bloc by their calculated policies and postures
during the last few months. In tact, the whole series
of crises since last May have been precipitaBtl by the
Soviet Union as was evident from the Soviet threat to
Berlin, sudden Soviet walk-out of the Geneva dis-
armament conference and Khrushcher"s vifuperative
attack on the U.N. Secretary-General. The root cause
of the world tension lay in the expansionist f,olicies o{
the communist bloc ind the violent anddinsulting
behaviour of the Soviet boss.

.But, instead of tackling this root cause, the non-
alignecl leaders assumed the role of apologists for
Khrushchev. 'fhey were not prepared to:'criticise
publicly the Soviet policies, nor would they express
their disapproval of Khrushchev's indecent b-ehaviour
at the U.N. Instead, Prime Minister Nehru laid the
whole blarne at the door of the West saying, in an
inten'ietry in the U.S., that tle Western nations did not
rvant to end colcl war. At the sarne time, he testiffed
to the peaceful intentions of Khrushchev. Nehru's
regard for Soviet succeptibilities was not conffned
only to the sphere of east-west relations. He not only
refused to admit the fact of Soviet colonialism in
East Europe, he was even careful in his reference, in
his U.N. speech, to China's aggression on India's terri-
tory which he dbscrlbed only as a "controyersy". In
contrast to this restrained attitude, Krishna Menon's
subsequent speech in the Ceneral Assembly ffercgty

' 
advocating Chinh's right to admission to the'U.N. was
verv revealing.

Judging from Nehru's staternents after his return to
Neu' Delhi Itom lrler$. York, it is apparent that Nehru
has conre back from the U.N. not only with sad
rnernories but also with bitter feelings against the
Westem nations. He has objected to the attitude of*basic contempt for the neutrals" shown by American
representatives at the U.N. This attitude on the part
of the Arnerican representatives is certainly to be
deplored. But it is pertinent to ask whether the Soviet
bkrc. for rvhiclr Prime l\'{inister Nehru ltas so much
aflection to sh<xl'er', has not shorvu lr'orse attitude in
therir treatrrrent r-rf neutral nations and leaders. At
present. Khrr,rstrchev apparently shorvs much regard
for the opinions of these neutral leaders because he
hopes to use thern to ftrrther Soviet aims. But
it is useful to remernber that the whole communist
philosophy is based on nothinq but contemnt for
ir"r,,tralirt.. Onlv recentlv Khrushchev said in Praoila:
"In the present day u'orld, there is a fferce stmggle of
hvo ideolosies. the socialist and tht bor.rrqeois. and in
this strussle there can be no tteutrals". Tl-rus the
Soviet attitude of contemnt sterns from the basic
pr(xrlises of their' philr's1r1vl11',,,r'ltile r'lern<lcrre\', to
ivlr:clr the Lf .S. brrsieally srrbsq.i|es h"s an in'.11"
restrect for <tttltosinq .'ier,,*. Ancl lrstl-v, alr'tther
lrertinent rrnestion that should be raised i": I" Prime
\lirristor N.hlrr's poliel', ns exnnrtnrled at the Gerrertl
Assemblv by h:t-rself tnd lx' Krishna Menon. reallv
rir'rrtrill or non-aliqnecl ?
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thattheserneasurescannotbut.leadtotheregimenta-

7f / ll tion of art and thought. To consent to their im"plemen-

/ Y o t eL -- ll ilil':,1'#;:,i;"i1':;* ;:":'::;i:""',":';
reconsider the matter and revoke the i]I-conceived

Echoes Of Algerian War action. It is further to b-e hoped that the voice that
the prominent intellectuals of lhe country-have raised

I-IPPOSITION to the contiuuance of the war in will persuade it to revise its Algerian policy. :

\-t Algeria is rapidly growing in France. A number
'of young recruits conscripted irrto the Army for Freedom Of press In Ceylon.operations in Algeria are refusing to join or are

SiXiilg;"J*';r:'l'ffi11"*:,9';;;:"fiJlffl lt:-legrettabre trat not much atten_tion has been
p-"""aing 

"t 
[t'" *o*Ent at the Cher"h"-Niidi';;;i l^.tf-'::h:. Xlllt to tl9 proposed move of the

in paris alainst t*""ty-fiu" y;;tF;;;h;;: -Th; 
:^"1:_TT",Tt 

of Ceylon to take over the established
charge aga"rnst them is'that tir"y Jnt,rggled money out P:p"t:_ttt the country and to entrust their management
;i F;;";A i;-ilt;;-t and mJn.uoni"fo, iii" r1uN. 1o^-_1^:"'Po'ation 

to be set "p f9t the.proposel- The
t"r"r""ingtrti"g'"g"i"trG F;";h; Als;;i". 

'Ti; 
9-"_Yit: !j,:-llilg up a corporation wilitroi hid" the

accused ai.e no"t a"t all asharned of whaf thev clid. real iact that in essence it rvill be the Government
They are proud of the r-Lif tr,"t tr,"y *"r"'"tr"-i ylli:t t1______________1it\gontrol,the press. When the share capital
rerd"r to ihe Algerians. li is clear ihat they acted '-t _":i1?l{,dispersed,.as is .propo-sed to be done in the
against the policies of the Government, but hot foi .t":" ol the corporati<rn,.it is the- agency which sets
aily selfish ,b"ronr; they were actuated by the noble it ,1P 

that.controls all its. operations. In this parti-
-otit'e of helping u p"opt"'r stmggle for li'beration. cular case the agency is going to be the Government of

The GovefimEnt ^cou^ld have'Jasily ignored these _"_"Yl9li: 
'fhe explanations given by the Prime Minister

twenty-five persons. But they caottot elqually easily and,others are not therefore, convincing-.
ignorJ a huidred and twenty'-one promiirent'rwGr's .The press, it is trre, should not be under the control
.?a i"t"ti""tr"f, ..u5o have ialliecl^ to their ,;;;;;i of monopolis-ts. The- obvious remedy would be to
and declared in a signed statement that it is rigfrf for establish Hhd run other 'newsPaper.l. Shree I.anka
th;r" F;'";;li;;", *-h";hoor" to do.io-tot"F.tt"-io Freedom Pqrty t1|i9h il "oy the=rulipg pirgshquld,
serve in tlre Army or to render help io ihe Algerians. have, tnoved in that direction and the Government
prominent amongst th;;ig;;l";i";to th" rl""td""t cou.ld.have legit.mately giv'en it encoiiragement and
are, ]ean Paul Sitre, ih" tiott-t "o*" philosophei r.n,l facilities, . Jhe-..3gumen! Pu-t forward- by the Prime
writei; Simone de Bcauvoir, the yoing witer ancl \Iinister' trlrs. Sirimavo Bandarnaike that, even, after
dramatist; Andre Breton, the founher if surrealism. the existing paper.s are ttrken over and entrusted to a
Simone Signoret, the famous actress; and Florence corp.oration,-newpapel'scanbestarted-andafreepress
Malraux, iir" yo.rug daughter of the Minister fol can b.e developed is disingeneorts in the extreme. She
Culture, Andre'lvlaliaux. forgets that the n-e\\' pap-ers rvill have _to compete

The siatement asserts that the "absurd and criminal against a ste'rte-backed and stat_e-managed monopoly,
conflict" in Algeria "is pr,ncipally kept alive by the No-.l"Y venture can survive such a competition. -

wishes of the &-y." It^accuies irr"oih -ilitariim of ^ 
T]'l" Government of -Ceylon,,it appears,_hrs not yet

resorting to torture ancl raisei the question: "An- finallv made trp its mind on the iisue. Constructive
th"r. troi cases rv6ere tlte rcfti.sal t9 sc'1'e is 1slcr.rl rrnd rvcll-inf,trnrecl criticisrn ltncl disctrssion may rvell
duty, rvhere "reason" nreans a bravt: l'espect for u4rirt ltave sorlrc r'ffect uporr its thinkinq.- lt was, tltciefore.
is tiue?" It decl:rres in the end: ^ it \\'ise rnol.e on the part of the lnclirn Committee for

"We respect ancl consider justified the refrrs:rl to Culhrral Frce<lom ancl the Press Guild of India to
take up arirs against tlie Algeiian people. hold a meeting in Bombay_to discuss the issue. Thq

The Algerian'people's 
"n.ri", 

<rrntiibriting in clecisive krrorv-ledge that its <'ortternplated move is reqarded by
fashion tJthe r,ii" if ihe colonial system,Ts the curse friendly democratic circles as an attack on the valuel
of all free men." right of freeclorn of the press mav persuade the

The Government of France retaliated by forbidding Goverrrrnent of Clcvlon to abarrdon it.
to the signatories of the staternent all activity in the
Statc'-sr.rpporte.d theatre. cint,ml. rirdio and television.
te^"lr"ti'urnongst the signatcirics art' also deprivccl of Rec0nstructitln Of U. N.0.
thcir right to exercise their profcssirtrt. This action
raises the issrrt-: of the frer'cl,.irir ril clc.atir-r'ltrtists arttl r!-tlll'lltE is rtt' rlortlrl tlraf irr corrrsc of tinrr', and

them. The Conqrcs^s for CrrJtrrrirl Free<lorn hls tukc:n Llnitccl Nat'illts (Ji:ganisation rvill lravtr to undergo a
rrp the isstre.lnd registered_its strong protest against chaugt. 'I-he stnrcturc) was ituiit u1l liitcerr years ago

issrrcrl in thrrt <'onnr.ction states: "The Oongress fe'r.ls riot frrre. Witit ttir.ir'(r1)(rl'g()1(,(j as sqve'reigrr incle-
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pendent nations, a new sifuation has been created
and tho structure of the U.N.O. must reflect that new
relation of forces in the world. The Security Council
and all other organs will have to be reconstructed in
conformity with'that situation. It is to be hoped that
this problem of structural re-construction will be soon
taken into consideration and solved satisfactorily with
tle cooperation of the nations which today enjoy a
predominant voice in the organisation. It may be
pertinent to remark here that it was Soviet Russia
ivhich blocked the discussion of the revision of the
Charter when it rvas last taken up for consideration
and that, on that occasion, our country also did not
support the move.

If is, however, one thing to suggest such a structural
change and an entirely different thing to demand, as

.soviet Russia has done, the abolition of the office of'the 
Secretary General' and its replacement by the

setting up of a triumvirate of Secretaries. According
to the proposal made by Mr. Khrushchev, each Secre-
tary in-the triumvirate will represent each of the three
groups in the United Nations, namely, according -to
him, 'the Western world, the communist bloc and the
nerrtral natioru'. Mr. Khrushchev's suggestion of
making the three Secretaries the representatives of the
three nation-groups strikes at the very root of the idea
of an independent international service ,representing

*-tbe inkresti not of any nation or group of nations but
-if the international organisation as a whole. No inter-
irational organisation can function efiectively if its
officers . are to .represent their respective nations o{
;;6; of nations^and to take orddrs froiithem." M;. Khmshche'r is understandably angry with t=he

Secretary General, Mr. Hammerskjoeld over the
Congo afiair. Mr. Hammerskieold's firm handlin-g -of
the eongo situatiou according to the directives of the
Security-Council and the General Assembly frustrastcd
his attempts to fish in troubled waters and bring that
territory under communist infuence. Checkmated in
this minner, lte retaliated by hurling the choicest
abuses on the Secretary General. One can under-
stand his chagrin and hii rage, but they need not have
carried him to the length oi making a proposal which
n'ill practically destroy the United Nirtions.

lli. Diefenbaker, the Prirne l\{inister of Canirda,
was rigltt rvhen he stated in the course of his speech to
the Ge"neral Assemblv that the United Nations rvould
be destroyed by Mr. Khrushchev's prop-osal for a

triumviratb. Oui Prirne Minister did not also support
it. One rvould hat'e, hou'ever, liked his reaction to be
stronger and sharper.

Friendship UniversitY

tTtHE F'riendshitr ftniversitl' ilr \'Ioscorv begarr
t lrrrrctionirrq frirrrr lst ()ctollt'r. 1'lrt're is s., [ltt]no
lncliirn sttrderrt irt tht'tltrivr-'rsit1'. ()r'iuirrirlll' tlrt' :rrrtlto-
litit's of tlrt' Urrivt'rsitv lr'rttost'rl r','<'t rtitirrq strttlt'ttts
frorrr Irrdia rvitlrorrt t',,n.riltirtq tltt' (iot't:ttttttt'ttt. f'lris
u'as itt t'1t'lrt lrreaclr rlf tlro tlulttrral r\qLeettttrltt sigrt,rti
Ircttrt't'rr tlrt'(lovt'rttl)('li i)1 ltt,lirr irrrrl llrt'[]ovt't'tttttt'ttt
of Rrrssilr. Tlre lnr{iltn ('rlvt'rttrttr.'ttt ptottrsttr(l itqllilrst

.1
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this action of the University and refused to grant
passports to the students that had been selectid. Later,
the University realised its mistake and has, it is report-
ed, agreed to the selection of students in collaboration
with the Government of India.

These are, however, formalities. What is important
is to find out the real character of the Friendship
University. It was launched as a big propaganda drive
by the Soviet Prime lr{inister, Mr. Khrushchev. For
some time everybody was taken in by the idea and
was disposed to regard it as a genuine effort on the
part of Russian rulers to impart education and.train;
ing to young men from the countries of Asia, Africa
and Latin America. Later, however, there haye been
some second thoughts.

If irnparting of education and training is the main
obiective, why is it not being imparted in the existing
institutions for higher training? Why is it necessary
to establish for the purpose a separate university? Will
not a separate university for foreign students sogregate
them from Russian students and the latter from the
former? Is such a segregation desirable? What will
be the type of education that will be imparted? Will
it not be of an inferior character when even the passing
of a higher school examination is not regarded neces-
sary for admission in the university? Need students
go all the way to Moscow for getting such elementary
education? Such and other questions are being asked
and thev have not vet received a satisfactorv answer.

lvleanwhile a few African students reiiding in
Moscow have thrown some new light on the institu-
tion. They reglrd it as an attempt to propegandise
and indoctrinite young men from the bacliward
countries of Asia and Africa. They regard it also as
an attempt to segregate foreign studelts from Russian
students. This information given by the African
students should be of value in assessing the signift-
cance of this new Soviet venfure.

Ill-Tempered Abuse

n/fR. Nehru was neither wise nor considerate when
IVI 1," expressed his disapproval of certain comments
of Tlre Tiics of India on l\lr. Khrushchev's behaviour
at the United Nations and advised the journal to
"stcru, in its own juice". It was a graceless and ill-
mannered remark that he made against one of the
nlost respectable newspapers in the colrntry 3nd, we
iue suref that in his cahner moments he will regret
this deparhrre frorn good mamers.

It is- not, however, merely a question of good
rnirnners. What is in issue is the far more important
qrrestion of the rights of a free press i! a freg countly.
iI.. Nelrrr., hacl the olrportunity of tellinq the corres-

1r<rrrdent of Purcda ionrtthirlg about tliern trnd of
isserting tlrat. horvever tnttch h-e mieht perso_nally dis-
,,qr"r'' rt)itlr tltc ctlttttnt'nts of Thr: Tinrcs of India, tht:
i,,irlrrrrl lr,rcl th,' riglrt of nraking thetn, as the press il
ilrt: coutttrv rvas frce. Far frtlrlr adopting that sttrrrtl'
rvlriclr lre.'irs it .lcttttlelat. shotrlcl have instinctivell'
rtr l, rlrlld. irt, lllirctic'irll1' 11'1rtr1)ted lris qrrestioncr's point

(C,ttrlittttr'tl rtit ltrtgt' I I I

t



African Students And RussiaSoviet
L4n openletter addressed_to qH African_Gorsernntants bg tlvee Africurr stutlents at'ter leaoing Moscout
Unioersity throuss a flood of light on the treatment acioril.ed to 'African students.' The opd l"ae, *
signed on pghalf. of the Executioe Comrnittee of the African Studeits (Jnion in Nloscow by'three Alrican
students: hlr. Andrew R. Amar of Ugandn,'Mr. Tlieophilius Okonkuo of Nigeria anll Mr. Michael
Aaih of Togo. Below are Ttublishecl some excerpts froi the docunrcnt.)

fN the uame of all loyal Afiicans, the Executiver Committee of the African Students Union in
Moscow rvishes respectfully to call the attention of
all African Governments t6 the deceits, the threats,
the- pressures, the brutality and the discrimination
with which the Soviet administrators and strategists
have so often handled African and other foreign
students in the USSR. We further wish to stress the
great danger communism is to true Africanism. We
hate colonialism and racial discrimination in any fonn,
wherever it may appear. New and dangerous filrms of
colonialism and discrimination are being fostered by
the communist system and by Soviet strategists anil
are a grave threat to the future of Africa.

The decision to present the case against communism
to African and world opinion was taken in secret
executive session in lr{oscow by representatives from
Algeria, the Cameroons, the Congo, Ghana, Guinea,
Keirya, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, the Sudan, Togo,
Tunisia, the UAR, and Uganda. r\Iembers of the
Executive Cornmittee were given the clutv of presen-
'ting the -Case lvhen thel' got out of tlie So\iet Union.

Our accusations are directed against the communist
rulers, not against the friendly Russian people we met
and some of whorn we carne to love. No, we accuse
the disastrous ambition of communist dictatorship and
its bureaucrats that have brought terror and fear to
much of the lvorld. The cases that follou' slrow the
true nature of communist "friendship" for African
peoples.

The story of Mr. S. Omor Okullo of Uganda
has beerr rvritten in some detail by his friends" who
rernaine<l behincl in thc Soviet Union tncl u'ho satv
the great lengths to rvhich the Soviet adnrinistrators
would go to vilify anyorle w'ho tried to tell the truth
about the Soviet Union. In the ffrst place, Mr. Okullo
and other African students have made statements to
the Western press not because "they had ioined the
imperialist camp", as the Soviet propagandists claim,
but instead because frec opinion is muzzled in the
Soviet Union, because the servile Soviet press cannot
publish anv dissclrting 1>oint of vics', and because
the mockerl' of clemocrtrc]' that operates in this
totalitarian dictttrn'slrip docs not recognize the
individual.

\trtlicn Ih'. Okullo u'us "cxpcllr.cl" fnlnr tht, Sovict
Unirnr..\fri'-'rrrr stttrlt'rtts r,'lr,r rt.rrr:rirrt'rl lrr-'lrirrrl rlt.-
rnrntlc'd art explirnirtirlrr fronr Sovict authorititrs rvlr,r
claimed that lvlr. Okullo was expelled for stubbornness,
rr':i<'tion. s;lvinq. irrrcl for lrssociution rvitlr Wt'stclrr
diJrlonlrts. Tht' Srx.iet autlrorities corrld not substan-

tiate these clnrges; nevertheless they wanted Mr,
Okullo out of their country. Mr. Okullo left the Soyiet
Union and tolcl the tvorld what be sarv there.

- The Soviet--press then came up with the fantasy
that Mr. Okullo was expelled for failing in his exarns
and for immorality. The charee of immoraliw in
rvhiskey drinking ii simply not "true. As all of 'Mr.
Okullot friends know, he never drinlcs anything but
an occasional glass of beer. Furthermore, Mr. O-kullo
passed all exams he took last year, and this year he
had no exams before he was expelled.

The Soviet propaganda machinery followed up their
false charges against Mr. Okullo with several letters
to African leaders and organizations in an efiort
to cover up the truth. Moscow Radio officials came
to the University offering large sums of money to
buy the consciences of African students against Okullo.
These officials were angrily rebuffed by students from
the Congo, Kenya, the Sudan, N{ali, Togo, Uganda"
Guinea, Ghana, the Cameroons, the UA[, and
Nigeria who knerv the truth, and who accusbd the
propaganclists of wanting to broadcast more false-
hoods to the African peoples to cause still more
divisions in their ranks.

N{r. Benjamin Omburo from Kenya, who is still in
the Soviet Union, has courageously asked us to tell
his story to the outside rvorld. He rwote a letter of
complaint on August 19 to the Soviet authorities, but
they shorved callous indifference.

\Ir. Omburo was at a bus stop with a Russian girl
rvhen, in Mr. Omburo's words written in the above
letter. "a policeman approached us and asked the
girl to give hirn her address. Being astonished at this.,
I demauded that the police ask tne the right to speak
to the girl. I explained that I am a student at the
\'Ioscou' University. I gave hinr rnv address and
telephone numbe,r i,r checi, l>ut I refused (to let) him
put questions to the girl turnecessarily. After all, the
girl lrad cornnrittecl no crime. The girl is a student. The
ilolice used force to clrag us to the telephone room,
took the girl's address and called for more police.
The police who came rverc' hostile, primitive, and
<rornpleteh' inlnrnran."

I\{r. Omburo's is not an isolated case <lf Soviet
lrrutalitv. There rvas. for example. the case of the;
Sonrali sttrdcnt .w'ho qot into an trgrrrnent rvith a
c<lntntuuist stuclent at a llirrty. '['lrt' shrdent rlolrilized
the help of three friends, rvlro rrradc frieudly gesfur'es
to the Sorrrilli studt:rrt an(l rrt tlr,' t'rrd of thc rlarty
irrvitecl lrinr to their nronrs. Llnsrrspectilg, hc follow-
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€d- They led him dowustairs rvhere there was no
Iight, anC beat him unconscious. '

On- arrival, niany of us were lavishly rvelcorned
and feted, as a result of which some of us were im-
pressed apd made statements and lrroadcasts
faiourEble to the Soviet Union that we came to rue.
Initially 1 ngmber of rg, embittered by the ignoble
aspects of colonial rule, had looked upon comrninism,
before we knew it face to face. as f panacea for ali
our ills. Under such condiUons, the to-called Afro-
Asian Solidarity Comrnittee extracted prornises from
A{ric,an students and took so many of tlie photographs
ivirich were sent to African pe6ples to^ sway" tfieir
sympathies. But the scales giadually fell from our
byes. We saw how the attitudes 

- of the Soviet
administration changed toward us if rve said "no" to
anything, or suggested that everything in the land of
Nlarxism-Leninism was not perfect.j More important to Africa.l we saw rnany and deep
forms of discrimination under the Soviet systeni.
For'eign students, especially Afro-Asians; have en-
countered shocking ,humiliations. Hundreds of fine
Soviet students have been punished for their asso-
ciirtion with foreigners. At N{oscou' Universitl,'
Chemistry Faculty, Irina Alexauclrevna told Soviet
students they should be ashamed of thernselves for
their intimacy with African people rvho are !'low dorvn
ih the West" and rvho had been brought to the Soviet
Union to be impressed rvith the'soviet rvay of life.
It was unthinkable that the Soviet students shoulcl
allorv thernselves to be influenced,by such people.-
' 'There is. harclly any foreign student rvho has not
<ibme to grips u'ith tlre intrrrsigence of the Soviet
adrninistratiou, cspecitrlly in llis rclations torvar<l
Soviert citizens. S<lviet \\/olnelt ntirrliecl to fot'eigners
{rre often not irllorl'ed to rettrrn to tlreir courltn. rigair,.
Afro-Asians married to Soviets rentarin in the Soviet
Union. An African student and a Soviet girl in love:
.dpplied for a rarriage license; the ivlinistrl'of Fligher
Education orclered him to leave tbe. Soviet Uniou
ivithin three <iays and the girl disappeerred.

Sftldeats frorn Ghana and the Ctrnieroons received
threatening and instrlting letters from Russian
strrdcnts. \\7hcrn crlnsultecl. the Unir-<'rsit1.' rurtholitics
did nothing about it. Another Ghalir studcnt wils s()
ridiculecl and rlis-eraced by strrclent hooligirns belong-
irrg to the communist youth organization, Kornsomol.
that he lodged an offieial complaint rvitb the Ghirna
Embassy in Moscow.

Soviet rvriters on Africa paint falsc pictrrrt's of tht'
African situation to the Soviet peoplc itr rrn attenrpt
to strengthen tlteir faith in their systern. Professor
Potcchin. the so-callc.cl So'r'ict Africanist. in his l'rook
on Gharra. s'ritterr irfter a fortnieht's r.isit. paintt'cl
such a falsc pichrre of Ghana and displal'ed suclr
ignoran<'c clf tlrc, Africiru, sitriation that West {fricrrrr
shrdents crrrrl(r to \,loscou' fr'orn l]ritain to corlt'c,l
hirir. N,'itirt'r'tirr.S<i','ir'l l)t-(,ss rr(,r \ii. l)r;lt,tl,i,, lrirr,.
scrlf ttlok troticc ,r[ tlrt'ir' (]()rln(,]tl:j. Tlr<' .lrnc Soviet
<rorrr.spoli<)r'rrts ['r't'r,lv ttlur.t.rl in Sr,nc,1irl. rurrl \,1r.
\;oltri irrl,, iu Yt'oltt rttrttlrt .i/ir.s/.r'rt r,l \li(lrrt l(r
r'it1ti1r;11'1'11 Si-lrr.{irlt'sr' ,\f ir'trns lo rfiirrrl'llrrizcci h<'s,,.,.
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at the zoo park in Dakar and described the masses'.as' poor and diseased. Yet the Ssviet duthorities: do not
rrllorv visitors into the stinking slums in theif'countr;r, rlhcre poverty, -disease, and 

"ignorance 
are rampanl. .

They prepare shorv cases for visitors who go frome'
without seeing the Soviet Union as it really-is. The
Soviets export propaganda sheets tq every country
in the rvorld but refuse free import of foiei-gn lite.
rature. . . "Co-existence" indeed! ^

The height of discrimination was reached when the
Soviet authorities announcecl their "Friendship Uni-
versity" plans. To build a separate university for
Africans, Asians and Latin Americans is an insult to
these people; it violates the traditional concept ,of a
university as an open institution for learning;irrespge:
tive of race, religion, or origin. We not only see-this
as an atternpt to segregate these students and ofier
them lower standards of education, but we also see id
this further attempt to insulate Soviet people from
contact with foreigners. ., : ." -\

Look around the world tlday-wherever communist
guns have thunderecl, they have stayed and exploited.
Communism hus never been voted freely into ofice in
a single country. The new conrmunist :brand of
"colonialism" is u'ell-marked in its European satellites,
East German and Hungarian courage against Soviet
tanks is rvell remembered. The communist hand in
the Congo chaos, arrd exploitation of it, have be€n
clear.

We consider it our duty to rvarn African leaders
against cornrnuDisn.^and its daugers. Communisr-rl -is
sr-rbtly trying to pc'netrafe -Africa; the inffltration is
going on vigorouslv. and it must be countered now.
It must be admittecl that for long Africir had 'ferv

encounters rvitlr the cornrnunists-it is only natural,
thereforc, that befor:e rve dcal rvith them we must
stud,v their history, knou' their rnethods, read their:
liurgr-urge, lnd bc'prt'par:ecl to n-ratch them. We have
hacl gliling ,:*a,n1iles of u'hat dangels tlere could be
in .dealing-ivith the commtrnists on the basis of theii
propaganda rather than on the basis of what they
really are and rvhat their motives arc.

There is little dorrbt that the commturists cherish
the rlisirstlt.rrrs irmbitiorr of rvollcl cttnqttc'st. The
questions then arisc-sltirll u'e :illorv anttther partition
irnd domination of Afrjca b;' fols-t11 ide<llogies and
intcres^ts? For the confidence we need to rebuild
Africtr, mtrst we be lccl by irhilosophies inspirecl fronr
outside Africa? Once this is clear-lve do not want
comnrunisrn in -A.frica; u'e cannot be loyal to 4ny
organization that rvould pcrvert Africanism. We
r1:quire the supprlrt of pc:oples of good u'ill everywhere
in <lur struggkr f,lr freedorr.r, for rcspect, rrnd for
hirppiness. Wcr rvrtnt support for ther justness of our
('ulrsc', hou'r'r'e'r, iurcl ri<lt in exchange for srrbservience.

\\te lrrrr c.ornrrrittt'rl t,r tlrr. fiqht agtirrst irnperirlisnr
..lr,l cllcnilrlisrn. hrrl .:r{, \\,.. qrrilrl to <lo it lx'xllolvirrq
thc c,tinrrnunists to t'rlltfrrst, tlrcl jssrrc, crcattr rnorc
trorrble. an<l carrse us more blooclshedi' Are we
\\ iirr,i'r'la ',r'r' lrr','(l,lrt.i to scll it tr' 1111' strittt,r{ists in tho
Krctnlinl Cocl forl.r'rl.



A 'Frightenir g Fa ntasy
: byV.B.

fT is a frightening fantasl' that \lr. Constantine Fitz
I Gibbon has evoh'ed in his latest novel When The
Kiislng Hsd To Sto1t." Ordinarily a fantasy is an
gntertaining fliglit of imagination. Hos'ever, \l'hen
imagination plays with contemporary events and
paiuts a picture which has many elements of probabi-
Iity and the picture that is painted is grim and dark,
the fantasy can irlso have a friglitening effect. The
{antasy of N{r. Fitz Gibbon cannot bcr clisrnissed as a
mere fliglrt of irnagination. It has such a large ele-
inent of probability and plausibility that it rnakes one
iit up and think nbout the currerrt trend of events.
fhe prospect would have beerr far tnore alarmirrg
but for the fact that some changes are taking place in
the Soviet Union and tht.t intemational conrmunism is

no longer as united and as uni-ceutred irs it use'd to be.' 
When The Kissing Hod 7'o Sfop portrays events in

the England of rniddle or late 1960's. Tltt' cvents
eulminate in the take-over of England b1' the corn-
munist rulers of Russia s'ith the use of rr little forct'
but mainly as a result of the wrong policies nnd
lungling and self-seeking of persons u'ho hirppenetl
to be in charge of her govcrrnmerit. *,One Rupert Pnge
Gorman, rvho is the Foreign Secretary in a goverrr-
ment of the Labour Party s'hiclt-.$.its rt:tttrtrc'cl t<r

power in- the electioil, turns ottt to bc the nrain
rnstrument of the Russian desigu. I{e is not a col}l-
munist and has no desire to 

-be a guiletor of tht
Russian comnrunists. He is notliing 'better ot \\'ors('
than irn opportunist. Hc thinks he, citn use thc
Russians for his ()\\'rl plrrpose of clirnbing to thc
position of highest power. Btrt he is or.rtrvitted by his
Russian advisers and encls irs a prisotrer in a laborrr'
camp in northern Siberia after handing over l.ris

eountry into the hancls of Rtrssian comrnunists.
The story begins s'ith ii lalh' irt Trafalgar Square

agirinst aton bonrbs and other ntrclear \',-eapolls. Tt
is also clirectcd rgrrinst -{tn<'t i(',ri t l)ris('r; ,ttl<l tht'
presetrcc of Atneric'lttr nrilitrirr' pt'tsotrrr'l itt th<'

United Kingdonr. An t,ld ptlprrlirr lettk:r' tlf drt'
Labour Party prcsidcs ovcr tlre rrrllv u,lriclt is r,clclres-
sed amongst otht:rs by a sci<'ntist. rr clergy't.t.tzlrt rttttl
the clemagogue Page Gormnn. The rally ends jn ir

clash with the police occasionc:cl bv Page Gorrtratr's
insistence on leading a march to the Arnerican En'r-
bassy. Seaterd on the clais at the lrtllf irte sorr r('
p4ominent ffgures fltrrn the r'rtttrrrl rvorltl. rr'ritcr' :tnri
an:rctrcss.

A ferv u'r'c,ks lirtt'r'. tlre Corrsclvirtivr' qtir,t'rrrirrc-rrt is

defeatccl iti l'itrliartrt'ut rur<l irr t'lt'ctiott is lrt'lcl. 'l'lrr'
election rt'sults itr rr thttrrrpitrg r ictt.,r'r [i,r' tlrr' [-rrl,,,rri'
l'art1 . -fltcrt rr(r.\ ii \\;r\r r,i l,,ipiilir:' 1r,lir": ;1rr; i1 'r
nrr<lcll llnrlil)s :rnrl .\rrrr licrtri li;i.t's. ( l;rtr<lidrrl, i

\1 ,tt ri 'l 1,, 1.,'., r: i:t,
I ,,r,rl, ..

Karnik

supportilg tlie banuing of nucleiu weapors, unilateral
disarmament and closing down of American bases
were returnccl rvith large majorities from mahy
constituencies. The Conservative govexnment resign-
ed and the l.abour Party r,vas called upon to form lhe
government. There was, however, a brisis in the
leadership of the Labour Party. The leatler of rthe

party rvas opposed to unilateral disarmament and the
liquidation of American bases as, he thought, those
steps would leave Great Britain defenceless against
Russian aggression. He was outvoted and forced to
resign his leadership, nnd the leader of the anti-
nuclear bomb movement, Leonard Braithwaite, b.e.
came the new Prime Minister.

In the government of Braithrvaitg Page Gorman.
becomes ther Foreign Secretary. He establishes his
rulirtions with the Rrrssians and starts giving .them
one facility after another. A team of Russian investi-
gators, supposed to be scientists but, in fact, militarl'
experts and technicians, is allorved to station itself in
L<nclon. In the meanwhile, the government 'has
proclaimercl its policy of neutrality and has ordered
the closing dolvn of American bases and the dismant-
ling of rocket and bombgr defences on the seas. TUs
is done against the,advice of the Chiefs of Stafi aiid
leads to the resignation of the Air Chief tr{arshal.
Larter, Blirithu'aite visits.Russiir on a goodwill mission
lnd clies in Nloscorv tor.r'ards the end of a banquet at
u'hiclr \'odkir, u'hich his medical irdvisers hrrd prohi-
bitecl. u,as rrrirt'd s'ithout his knorvledgc r.vith the
rvatel that lre rvlls drinking. Page Gorman then
beconres the Prirne \4inister. He proclaims an emer-
genc:y on tlre' bnsis oi an obviously cookecl up news
of orrtllreak of u'iti betrveern China ancl America. That
gives hirn an oppoltuni$' 1,, irn'est all those who
rnight hrn'e opposc'd his policies and his risc to power,
Page Gorman is. horl'errel', no longer needed by the
I.lussiirrr,.. If is rlrric,tl)' rtlrcst'cd rrncl rvhisl<ed off to
\loscorr, to lrc' lrrto' sc'nt to it labrnrr carnp. l-Iis pl:rce
is tlrt:n qivt'rr to t,trt' O'\'Ialrtirry, a Ilritisl-r ttomrnrtnist
of Irislr cxtritctiotr u,lro has nll along l'orkcd as the
;rgcrit of thr' Ilrrssians.

Thc United Stirtes of ,\mcrica rvatches this process
of Creat Ilritain opting out of all solemn commitments
rrnclt'rtlrkc,n under vari<lus trcirties nitcl rtqleements and
is cortsc'i<;ns ol' its r.lisrrstrous e{fecls on her ou'n
rlefenccs. And ;-ct, rved<lc<l as she is to non-interfer-
<,rrce in tlre intcmal :rffirirs ol irrrothcl countrlr, :^he is
rrnalllc. to clo anythirrg to strlp it. r\skr,d alrotrt tlrt,
possibilitv of Arncricirn intervention to save Great
llrit:rirr flr,nr f:rllinrf into Hrrssirrn lland"^, Kolnoloff, tlrt'
sri( ( r,s\ol oF Khnrshr:l)('\' ca\/s. "'l'ht'r. u'on'f. {fter tll.
tlrcr- lrrn'e their rlu'rt l.(..lJ.-\l s ior tlrtn ltt'rnispiie,r'
ticfr,trcl.'. .f trst ltrcausc thc llrilisli lritr c clir,s:,]rt t,'
. rrrrirrrii srrir'irlt'. il'li',' sliur:lcl tlrcv tlo liker.-icr,? N,t.
llr.r'uili )rot \i rl't ii rtor'ltl \r';u'lot. llt.iiltiri irr'\'!ri(,;'('tliii
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The King, the Sovereign of the c'ountry, is also
aware of the dangerous situation bu! bwing to the
constitutional limitations on his power, hg is trelpless
and has in the end to run away to Canada. The
industrialists, the bankers, the trade union leaders,
the ioirrnalists nnd otliers are not in the ffrst instance'
clispbsed to regard the situation as serious and, by the
time they wake up, the game is already in the hands
of the Russians. There is only a small group of earnest
and conscious men who can foresee the shape that
things were taking. They try to_put up some resis-
tance. But it is wiped out and one of them, an
aristocratic landlord, -a 

Jew turned Roman Catholic,
takes in the end to the hills to continue the ffght
against the Russian-controlled satellite government.
-This take-ot,er of the once povverful British nation

is paintecl on the background of alround social fis-
intigration that precedei it. A number of characters
thafflit through ilre novel lay bare the disintegration
that has 

"ortoil"d 
all sectors bf social life. Theie is a

complete loss of rvill. As the author has remarked:
"It ivas tJris cleclension of will that had long ago
nauseated Page Gorman with political Britain. Th"y
talked, and sitisffed their appetites, and left others to
make the decisions. And- 

-the result of this was
that they ceased to be subiects and became objgcJs,
that they found themselves, inevitably, -in- false
positions, nerforming actions that u'ere out of charac*'
ier for inierests thit either did not exist or rvere
irrelevant. Nor rVas it' only in politics that tfis
deele+eion of will had betome more and -more
aooarent throueh-the 1950's and into the ?0s. It was
eildent in the"prir':rte lives of almost everl'one,he
knes'-adulterers who not only talked about but
actually believed in the sanctity of marriage: paciffsts
quite prepart'd to trse r"iolence to attain their -personal
endst ath-eistical clergymen not even awilre that thel'
had no God: millionaire socialists: semi-illiterate
corner-bo1's accepted as leaders of culture by highlv
literate critics: - dmnken teetotallers: expatriate
patriots. Foreigners miglrt regard it as hypocrisy, but
itage Gorman iiad lorrg ago recognised this maladl'
for-s'hat it was: loss of $.ilf'.' A minor character in
the novel cries out in anguish: '\\/e're both lost.
Little children lost in this ciuel, cruel world". That
could as rvell be said of the British people at that
imaginary moment of history.-

Aiiother chirracter, the British communist O'l\'Iahonl'.
lvho eventually takes, on behalf of the Russian rulers'
the reins of p6wcr in his hands, sa|'s in the coursc of
his conversaiion r,r'ith the representative of the Rus-
sian oower. General Nikitin: "You rvere no doubt
llrorrqlrt up to believe that this city of London '*-as
lost iir a p'rpe'tual fog. That is no longer tme. Ilut
the fog fersists in thtir minds' {oggl' minds have
lecl thJnithis far. Let tlrc fog thicken. \Ve catr onlv
qain bf il. Ilistorf is otr our sider, and tlur task is irr
r.,alitr'orrlt tt' giit' it ,r lrclpinq ltarlcl. Tltil tnor,'
r,,lrrfrisc.cl tlre sittratiort here. thc better for us. Recause'
rrfter all. we Are the onlv people rvho knorv exactlv
11Ji;1[ ri'r' alc .rftcr

Tlrat realll is the c'nrt of the srlhrntiorr. There is rr
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lvelter of confusion in all sections of society in Great
Britain as well as in the United States of America.
In that rvelter of confusion there is only one power
rvhich is sure of itself and knolvs what it wants to be
done. It is the power of international communism.
Its aim in the novel is the conquest of Great Britain.
It isolates her from the European continent. It
persuades her to distrust the Arnericans and in course
if time to dislike and hate them. It fans the popular
feeling against nuclear weapons. It plants its"own
rnen in popular movements and guides &egr from
behind. it^ picks out men who -will subsdit-b its :
interests and-helps them to acquire power. It plqyq
on the vanity of men like Braithwaite and'Page
Gorman and makes thent into its willing instnrments.
It is prepared to take risks and follow unortliodox
rnetho?s.- Having a rnind of its orvn, it easily su0Oeeds
in its obiective, iratched as it is against people who
have losi their will. That is the essence of the
i""t"ry that Mr. Fitz Gibbon has created tliiough ',
his novel.

The fantasy rnay never come to pass. It is to be
hoped that if will'ever remain notiiiirg more than a
faritasy. But it has a lesson and also a warning; not
merelv for Great Britain but for many other countries. r

Great' Britain has many reservoirs 
'of strength and

many built-in defenc.ei for the protection of her
freedom and democracy. Many othler countries of the
rvorld. more particularly the newly independent
nations of Asiaind Africi, do not enioy those advan-
tages; In their case the fantasy ma1' acquirs+many
more elements of probability' ':T' -

It is not difficultio conjure up similar fantasies witl-r
regard to many countriei. To-coniure it with regard
to"India will riot require much efi6rt of imagination-
The soil for the riG of dictatorship is much more
consenial here than in Great Britain. The venture
can"besin with economic policies' Without much
trouble,"a plan on the Soviel model can b-e imposed
upon the c6untry. Dificulties -in 

thq way of its imple'
pieurentation .ait be attributed to the manoeuwes of
inslo-Arnerican imperialists and politicians and
eco"nonrists and businissmen of other ways of thinhng'
Pouular opiniou can be thus inflamed against demo-
.r^'ti" 

"o.t'tttries 
and India c:rrl be brought more and

-ot" ,rttd"t the influence of Soviet Russia and he-I

;iti;;. iopular opinion can be built up against all
those rvho io not ivhole-heartedlv accept the economic
nolicies. lr{inisters and others who may hold different
lninions will be edeed out of office. Soviet Russia

r"'* "i this staqe make clear its preference for certain
t{inisters artd iifficers by offering various concessions

itirii"ehltt"m and not tirrorrsh othcrs. This will lead
i,i tir'li. ndt"t"* in the heirarchy' Skillful use of
,r^tro.rnS, can at the Same time seCurtr the riSe Of

litlitnt Elements in the variotts sectors of the public
lifer. Pt'essure cart be then btrilt tlp on the frontiers
.urd trtilist'cl ftlr' llcrsnadin{ thr'- cotrtltn' ttr mol'e
closer to the Soviet canlr). Bv this tir"ntr. all avenues

"i'niit ti., infornratiotr u'ill tre'under the control of a

''',ri,{,'rri,rl \Iilrisi.'r' itl}(l it r,iit lrt' r'risilr' represcnto<J
(Coriinrttl nt '!n't,' lO)



Free Enterprise And Democracy
by " Aristides "

fN the previous article, (rvhich appeared in the lfi)th
r issue oL Freedom Firsf ) the challenge faced by Free
Enterprise in India as a result of introduction of the
"socialistic pattern of society" was discussed. On the
one hand, by exclusion, by displacement and through
controls, free enterprise is being squeezed out. On
the other, politicians have converted politics into an
industry, a means of livelihood, and are building up
a'perquisitive society."

The challenge faced by free enterprise, at the same
time, provides it with an excellent opportunity. In
meeting that challenge, in utilising that opportunity
free enterprise can do a great service to the nation.
How is this possible?

The primary problem hefore the country today is
rapid and large-scale economic development in order
to ensure decent standard of living for all people;
equality of opportunity; and gradual reduction in
wide disparities of income and wealth.

Economic development requires initiative and
enterprise on the part of many individuals in order
to meet the needs of the people for goods and
services. This initiative and enterprise have been
suficiently displayed by Indians. Otherwise in the
last 60 to 70 years, India, in spite of thg handicaps of
e fbreigh rule, would not have been developed into

.' the eighth -leading industrial nation of the world.
Even'today, the enterprising Indian entrepreneur has
forged ahead in several ffelds of endeavour despite
many obstacles. In the organised sector of industries.
during the First Plan, the target of new investment of
Rs. 233 crores was overfulfflled. In the Second Plan,
by the end of the fourth year, the target of new invest-
ment has been met by private enterprise. Scores of
new enterprises have been started. In relatively neu'

, ffelds'like manufacture of bicycles, within a brief span
' of about 15 years, the indigenous industry has estab-
lished itself on a sound footing. Today, practically
all components itre rnanufacturcd in the countr-v itse)f.
Producfion targets have been exceeded and valuable
foreign exchange is being earned by export of the
Indian product. A recent report stated that the
bicycle industry has achieved its target for the Second
Plan well ahead of the schedule and about 20 per
cent overfulfflment was expected by the end of the
Plan period.

All these facts and trends point out the inherent
crrnacitl' and willingness of private enterprise to
deliver the goods. Can trrrvthinq more be desirable at
this stage of our economic development when ma:ii-
mum production is the ainr? Private enterlrrise, horv-
ever, canrrot be sntisfied rvitlr the ir<'lrievernertts so far.
It c:irnnot llt: cornplir<'t'nt rvith l'c{lirtl to its rtrr',rrd. It
h,'s to obsen'o its socinl ohligntrons in a more dwramie
fashion. A little elarifteation is neeessarv here. Gene-
rally it is irssrrlrcrl tlrrrl tlrt'C-,rd,.rrf fl,rrrchrct is sorrr,.-

thing akin to the Teu Couuuandments. This is not
so. While the basic ethical values in a society are
very essential to achieve the cohesion, progresi and
harmony of society, values like observaice of truth-
fulness, non-violence, etc., can be implemented only
by the individuals in their personai life and thus
spread by example. But they can not be forced on
others even by legjslative coercion or the heavy hand
of a monolithic totalitarian state.

There are, however, some social obligations whose
observance is essential in the context of the changing
environment. Such values can be said to compriie a
Code of Conduct. For instance, in a city it is-essen-
tial to stand in a queue for a lus or for obtaining a
railweiy ticket. Unlless that is dp.", 

"*r"ryone 
woild

suffer. \
The obligations of private ent{rprise in this sense

can be said to be five-fold. Nowhere have these been
more aptly summarised than in the Code of Conduct
ennunciated by the Forum of Free Enterprise in
January 1957. These ffve-fold obligations are
towards the consumers, employees, investors, the
State and the Community at large. The following
portiOns of the Code of Conduct of the Forum of Free
Enterprise bear rbpetition here:

"Produbers ancl distributors owe it to the consufriers-
of their "products that they shall always be of' the
highest qualitj' and available at reasonable cost. They
shall maintain fair measure and guard against
adulteration. Customers are entitled to courtesy,
promptness and good service and every endeavour
shall be made to see that they receive them.

"Employers owe it to labour to recognise that wel-
fale is not conceived in terms of philanthropy, but
as a social obliqation. Ivlen and women engaged in
production shall do so with dignity, honorrr and a
sense of security. Fair wages should be paid for work
done. Working conditions shall be as pleasant as
possible. Opporttruities should be made available for
thc. rvorker to gain technical skills and better his eco-
noruic prospects and social status. Proceduqes should
be instituted for the removal of legitimate grievances
so thirt the emuloyee is satisffed that he gets a fair
rleal. The employers should welcome the existence of
stable and ddm6cratic trade unions. They should
recognise that in the sphere of employee'management
re]ations, as ir.r otlrer splreres, checks and balances arc
tssential for the u'orkinq out of rational and demo-
cratic sohrtions. Thev should accept the role of
l,rbour as one of creative co-operation and recognise
tlre need for providing increasing opporfunities for
consrrlt:rt;r>u of t.'tnltloyttt s and thcir prorressive
rrssociatiorr r.,'itlt \lrtrrlrul'111r'r1l f6t hchl in tltc nrornrltiotr
of inr'1p11ssfl prodrrctivih' frorn rvhich all u'ill benefit.

"Management o\ /es it to those who invest in their
r.r)t('rpl'is{. thnt tlrov rt'ccivt'a flrir retttrrr otr tlrcir
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investments, comnensurate with the ris'k they take.
At ttrd same time, reserves must bg created for expan-
sion and mod€rnrsatibri of the plant and inachrnery
and in their utrlrsatton the iVranagement rema,ns
accountable to the investor. Money must also be
provicled for research. 'I'he ealmng by the share-
Lolder of a fair return or profit by tne entrepreneur'
under competrtive cond-tions and atter payment of
fair u'ages must be regarded as a legitimate reward
for the iisk and the work of promotion and develop-
ment which the community urgently needs. Certarn
malpractices have crept into the system _of c_ompany
manlagement. They are to be condemned and should
be reiroved. Hoarding, black-marketing and profrteer-
ing are anti-social and evil. Honest business practices
cair be promoted and encouraged by an honest and
efficient administration in a democratic State.
, "Professional Men-lawye_rs, teachers, doctors, agdi-
torq or writers-owe it to those who avail themselves
of their services to maintain the highest standards
.and traditions. They should discharge their duties
truiy and faithfully, 

- 
and should always subordinate

coniiderations of p'ersonal gain to the larger objective
of service.

ilWe'all owe it to the community that we accept
our obligations as good citizens. We shall bear our
sharb of"taxation ho-nestly. lVe condemn unequivocally
any attempt at tax evasion. lVe shall actively partici-
paie in tfie promotion of social, cultural and civic
i*ptot "-"nts-. 

Wealth and power shall not be a
pslification for vainglory or oitentatious display" but'
in opportunity- for - renclering serr.ice to the com-
munity.''^'Ti;; 

spreacling of an awaleness of this- Cod-e rvill
result iri improving the managerial skill gnd pro'
duct.on in alf inclustries und services. It lvotrld, rnol'e-
over, rvin fol private enterprise its greatest potential
.aliy, viz., the cousumer.

in discliarging its obligltitrrrs tou'irt'ds thc cotnmu-
nitv. private-enterprise .iill lta*re to undertake social
r"*:"^" and promoiion of socially desirable activities.
At present fhe political parties in the country get
funds from private enterprise, do some -social service
for sake of i'otes and foi builcling up the party and
the individuals rvho cornprise it. It is high time
that private entelprise thought of expending the
money t\rough its or.vn representative organisations
and iake'thJ credit instead of letting it go to tlie
politicians.

This will have a dual effect' In the first place,
voluntary activities in society would increase and
social life would be rnore and rnore outs;de the pale
of the State. It is rvorth recallinc here the rvords of
Shri Jayaprakash Narayan as interpreting the philo-
sophy of Mahittma Gandhi:t'More voluntary activity there is. the more real
rlelrrocracy and true dcmocracv it rls. ,'\ncl rrrrrre thcr

llc,tiirlc clci.ilrtd ott tlt.: Slittt, oi' tlic, Otx'clt,rncrtt' tht'
mrlrrr tlttlrt: is clenial or rc'striction of cltlmocracl'.
This aspeet of democracv is rvhat \zinohafi has heen
l,l'r' i,i'' lr, l.it lllr' t;ttllrtl't' "Ultirnttclr'. rvlt:ttr.'r-cr' pr,tlrlcnr ]'nrt tltl:c trp
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whether it is a problem of education, or industry, or
comnerce or sclence, you reach the rockbottorn of
ethrcs. On whrit kind oi ethical'values is the whole'
system raisedP What are the values which the individ-
uals in society profess and believe and try to imple-
ment in their lives? Vinoba's Sarvodaya movement
tackles th.rs basic problem. And that is what. Gandhrji
also tried to do. He pictured an ideal India in which
there would be sansocla'ya, the welfare of all."

Thus private enterprise would strengthen.the base
of democracy. There will be another important
efiect. Today the biggest crisis which every- Demo-
cracy faces is the crisis of leadership. Political parties,
including the monolitJric parties of communisi coun-
Irio, ttoi" failed to solve^ the problem of leddership
in a multi-central, pluralistic society. This failure
arises because of the basic misconception of the need
of leaderslip in the pluralistic soCiety. That need
cannot be saiisffed by i monolithic party'or the State.
fittr"i ir Lssential is'leadership at 

*clifferent 
levels of

societlr. By its community service, private enterprise '

wiil 6e developing this I'badership 'at various levels
and in difierenl falets of society io as to satisfy the
requirements of a pluralistic society. Thus, the crisis
of ieadership in a 

-democracy rvill be solved.
This is how the chalenge to free enterprise can

be converted into an opportunity for serving the
countrv and the cause of-delnocracy. There ean be
no doubt that free enterprise in India will rise up to
the occasion, and while making India a-prospe-rous
country, .arill-free her frorn the grip of politic5 r'vhich
thrives on self-seeking. ' {i: 1.

(Continued from page B) ' l

to the people that the old imperialist powers werd
plotting against the freedom of the country. In the
clin of this propaganda nobody will listen to the few
voices of reason that may be still articulate.' Very
soon, the engine of repression will be perfected and
they will be silenced. There may be more and fnore
of economic difficulties. They will be blamed on
the incompetence or treachery of inconvenient Minis- ,

ters and officers. When all such discordant elements '

arc lerrlovecl frrinr tlie scene> the time rvill conre for'
rernoving the hitherto applauded and r'videly adver-
tised leader of the people from h's supreme position'
By that time he will have lost all his reliable friends
and colleagues and will fall to the ground lvithout
any resistance. A man of theil conffdence will theri
take his place and India will disappear behind the
Iron Ctrrtnin. All this may happen and nobody may
hrorv of the rnachiirvellian tactics which were used
for hringing it about.

;\t the rnor"nent, it is no clotrbt a fantasv. a nrere fliqht
of imagination. The very fact that on_€l can indrrlqe
in srrch"an intellecttral aativity is an inclication of the
conrparative health of the ltoclv prilitic. Orlc canttttt
i{lr,x'r'. Ir,lu,-rrt'r, tltr: qerrrts ol tlic dist:.ist; wlrich urrl'
irr the end subic'ct tlrc. bocl), trt rtlic'tr inflrretrce and
control. \'Ir. Fitz Gibhon cleserves th'rnks for inviting
liri'nlltl ;tltt'ttliott to llr;ri (liilig('l' tlti-olrglr i'lttl irrt'r-
icstinq frrntasv tlrtt hc has crr':itecJ throrrqlr his novel'



'Iwo Questions To Mr. I(hrushchev
(The following is u,, open letter to Mt, Nikitu Khrushclrca, Prenier of Souiet Russia. lt uas pub-

Iished. in the New York Times. lt is signeil bg a number ol eminent Americans, pronfinent amongst
uhom utere, Mr. Bertram D. Wolfe, author ol Three Who Made a Revolution and many other bool<s;
Prof . Sidney Hook, Professor of PhilosophA, New York Uniuersi.y; Prof . Daniel Bell of Rooserselt College,
Chicago; Dr. Willinm-E. Bohn, Editor of the New Leader; Arthur Goldberg, Counsel for the Amzrican
Federation of Labour-Congress of lndustr:ial Organisations and, Prof . Richard Walker, author and edu-
cationist.)

Dear Mr. Khrushchev:
The Soviet Union has consistently advocated thc,

admission of Communist China to th6 United Nations.
In your address before the United Nations General
Assembly on September 23, 1960, you indicated agqm
the Soviet Goveinment's position on this issue. Furth-
er, you expressed the desire and willingness of the
communist countries to live in peace and harmony
with other nations regardless of their political system.
Finally, you proposed a broad and far-reaching plan
for gl66il dis^arrirament and urged that this pl-an be
accepted bv all nations.

As^ leadei of the Soviet delegation to the lSth Gene-
ral Assembly of the United Nations and as chief of
state of one of the major world powers rvhich has
subscribed to the Charter of the United Nations, you
are aware of the following provisions of that Charter:' Its iriembers have expressed their determination 'to
save succeeding geneiations fro-m -the scourge of

" -' -war *...'"nd tdreiffirm faith in fundamental human
'tights, in the dignity and worth of the human person

' 'it, 
-"-b"rs have obligated themselves "to practise

tolerance and live together in peace with one another
as good neighboursf and -to ensure . . . that armed
forc-e shall -not be used. save in the cornrnon
interest...."

The ourposes enioined upolr its members include
the necissiiy of bringing about by "peaceful means . . .
adiustment 

-or 
settleine-nt of intilrnational dispute or

situations which Inight lead to a breach of the

n"i,"r" 
;r;;r;oership is .rpetr t. "pcrace-l.rirrs stittc:s' rvhich accept the' obligitions contained in tlre ' . .

Charter."
Its nrinciples include that "all mernbers shall refrairt

... from the threat or use of force against the terri-
torial integrity or political iudependence of any
state. . . ."---Offi"iul 

publieations from Communist China, inclu-d-
ing. Red Fiae and the People's Dailu, have repeatedly
stiied that is lonq as different political systems-exist
"war is incvitable". In recent montlrs high-
ranking Chinese Communist authorities have been
making such assertions as:;ThJ facts irr the past 10 years hzrve porve'rfull;-
rltr.rvetl tlt.r'. trrirrt, .tlrtl tlttt ilrlLtt'ri'rls, is tlrt' rlr'lisir''
i"ctot in rt,ar. that u'lr t:nntlot destroy peoDle' and

thnt the ar.vakened lreonle. throrrgh lvnr. win victory as

rr,,'ll lts t)l'()(lt'r's:. Tlrit is tlt,' ttttir-ersltl trrrtlr t'I
\{:rrxism-Leninisrn". (General t.i Chin-lt{in' NCNA

release, Juue 24, 1960, on the l0th anniversary of the
Korean war. )

"Marxism-Leninism must not sink into the mire of
bourgeois paciffsm. . . since the armed forces of the
s<lcialist countries fight for justice. When these
forces have to go beyond their borders to counter-
attack a foreign enemy, it is only natural that they
should exert an infuence and have an effect wherever
they go." (Red FIag, April 15, f960. )

Chinese Communist aggressive actions against its
neighbours indicate that the quoted statements are
firri guides to Chinese Communist foreign policy.

In view of your representations in the General
Assembly of th6 United Nations for the admission of
Communist China and the establishment of world
order through peace and disarmament we, the under-
signed, believe-that the whole world and particularly
thL assembled delegates of the United Nations to
whom you have rnade those repre-s-entations have a
right toknow your answers to the following questiosls:.'t. no you i.,pport or disavow these. offcial state-
rnents of 

'Chinese Cornmunist policy?
2. If you repudiate these statements, hou' can you

iustify your advocacy of seating the Chinese Corn-
munists'in the United Nations?

(Cuftitrued frorn Page 1)

of view'. As The Tintes of India has pointed out,
'Implicit in it (lvlr. Nehru's answer-) was the assum-
otio^n ffrstlv thai our comment was "harmful to Indo-
^Soviet relations" and that, therefore the Go', ernment
should do something about it".

If this is N'lr. Nehilr's position it rvill logically follow
thnt no newspaper in the country can criticise the
actions and policies of Soviet Russia or of Mr.
Khrushchev, ,it at y such criticism rvill harm Indo-
Soviet relitions. No t ewspaper in the country will
be prelrlred to accept this position and to forfeit the
riotii ui freely expreisine iti views on the actions and

"oti"i"r 
of Rirssii and her rulers, irrespective of the

I""-r"t qr di5npproval of Soviet'authoiities. As The
ilirrs of India his asserted: "The press must, if it is

tri frruction as it should in a democraby. reserve to itself
tht: riqht to support or oppose on 

'thg- 
basis of the

su,,c'ifici rrtcrit ttf tlre qrrestion concerned".' It is rt spiritcd nnd diqniffecl replv that- The Tinrcs
,,1 f tt,!i,t li,rs rrivln to thc ill-tempored ahrrse of Mr'
Nclrrri. 'l'he j<ltrrrlal delserves the sunDrlrt of tll tltlrtro-

"t"ti" 
t,,i""s'irt thc cr)trlilgeorls stan'1 that it hts

,,t,i1tt,',t ori tltt is.trt' of thc riqhts rrrld lihertit's of n

frt,r' 11t,:ss ilt a frt'rl ctlttntrv.

1l
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To be realistic he (Khrushchev) remains the man
with the instincts of Palmerston, the background of
the Inquisition and the training of Al Ca-pone.- 

-Desmond Donnelly, M.P., The Spec'tator,
September 2.

The Prime Minister returned (from I'iew York) to
Delhi on Tuesday after what must have been his
saddest trip abroad'-Eastern 

Econom.ist, october 14.

The U.N. Session has cut every one to his size' No
nation or individual has risen in stature and many
have shrunk.

-Durga Das, as quoted in Neur Age. October 23.

IrIr. Nehni has no guts to oppose lvlr. Khrushchev.

-D. F. Klraka, Current. C)ctober I0.

Khrushchev does seem to believe that the Soviet
empire which he lea& has no equal, that as lord of
Spritniks and Luniks he is able t6 control the fate of
tlie world, and that Soviet defenses are capable at
any time of nullifying he West's retaliatory-weap_orls.

Susiss Reoieu of World Affairs,luly.

-It was to Mr. Khrushchet's piping that Nehru, Tito,
Nasser, Nkrumah wended theii way to the U.N. Why
did they have to wait for Mr. Khrushchev?

-D. F. Karaka, Curr4nt, October 10

-Tenngson.

He (Nehru) referred to Mr. Robert Menzies as-he
rvould'to a member of the Congress Party in Parlia-
ment. -Prem Bhatia, Times of lndia, Octoter 11.

I believe our support to China's candidature has
been overdone. . . . . -under the influence of Mr. Nikita
S. Khrushchev.

-"Argus", Eastern Economist, October 7.

The U.S. delegate's speech turned him "red" in
anger, and the crypto-ccrnmunist Krishna Menon
could not conceal his colour.

-Radical Humanist, October 16.

But for the United States' pr€sence in Europg
following the war, Europe by now rvould have been
overrun by the communists.' 

-Earr vl"*i;i#il'xfrffi:b:ff#:"ii: 
4a

:-------:-
The difference between Western colonialism, on ,/

whose visibly rapid disappearance none need shed a v
tear, and proletarian internationalism is the difference
between the fate of a Nehru and that of an Imre Nagy.

-R. S., Hindustan Tirne.s, October 14.

The people who stand for democratic freedom have
re"tooi to^feel concerned over the country's defense
from external aggression as well as'subversion from
within, so long as Mr. \4enon is in the government.

-Rarlical. Hunranist. October 16.

With Many Voices
I\{oans round with many voices. Come, 
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