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Namboodiripadls Defiance

Adam Adil

INSPITE of his deffance of the Essential Services
! Maintenance Ordinance promulgated by the Presi-
dent of India just before the proposed strike by the
Central Government employees on September 19,
Mr. B. M. S. Namboodiritrrad, Chief Minister of Kerala,
has sought to prove that there is no question of any
breakdown of the constitutional machinery in the
State and that the State Government has not com-
rnitted any violation of the Constitution.

It is quite obvious that right from the time the
Ordinance was promulgated, Mr. Namboodiripad has
been trying to confuse the issue. The plain quesbion is
whether the authority of the President of India or the
writ of the Central Government extends to Kerala or
not. If it does, can the Government of Kerala delibe-
rately act in a manner so as to violate the authoriiy
of the President or the u'rit of the Central Govern-
ment? The cornmonsense answer, apart from a legal-
istic one, u'ould be that no State Government can go
counter to the specific orders of the President or of
the Central Government. If it does, it vioiates the
Constitution and desenes to be treated accordingly.
No amount of indulgence in jugglery of words can
hide this fact.

The Union Larv Minister, Mr. Panarnpilli Govinda
It,Ienon ha.s rightli' highlighted t].re issues involved in
Kerala Governnrerrt's defiance of the (lentre on the
strike issue. IIe has rigirtly stressed that the Kerala
Government Ins violated the Constitution although
he has given no indication of the action the Union
Govemment conternplates taking against the Nam-
boodiripad Nlinistry. In view of the seriousness of the
situation, lvlr. Namboodiripad's objections to the
"frequent" visits of Mr. Panampilli Govinda Menon
to Kerala in the wake of the strike and to giving ex-
pression to his vieu's on Centre-State relationship have
an air of flippanc_v.

It is nccrlless to stress that if the Kerala Govemnteni
succeeds in rlefvinq the Centrr: the rvhole rlrresti<ln ril
Uetttrer-5tatt: r't'iutioirsirip rvrii irc rir ir)r.: rrr.,itrrrq pi.".
It rr'ill bo u strciug inceuti',,r.' to otircr .Sirrtc: C<.ri'cnr-
ur('uts to violatc tll.:.*'rit oI tlrc Centre and gct a'r,r:ar'

with it. This will set in motion a chain reaction which
will ultimately jeopardise the unity and solidarity of
the country

Mr. Namboodiripadt deffance of the Centre must
be viewed in the context of the political attitudes
adopted by Manist Commrrnists ur India and in
Kerala in particular. A fe\ / days ago, Mr. A. K Gopalan,
Secretary of Kerala Communist Party (Marxist) stated
that all those government employees who did not
abide by the decision of the State Government on
September 19, in other words, who loyally carried out
the orders of the Centre would be penalised. Will the
Union Government allow the penalisaUon of its loyal
employees in Kerala a-nd sit irittr fotd"d hands if it
happens? Again, if Mr. Namboodiripad is allowed to
have his way, it is bound to be interpreted as an
indication of success of the ideology of the Left Com-
munists who make no secret of their extra-territorial
loyalties and their lack of faith in parliamentary demo-
cracy and the democratic way of life which the Indian
Constitution enjoins upon the people. Any impetus to
Left Communist ideology in this manner would have
dangerous consequences on the future of democracy.

It is therefore legitimate that the opposition leaders
in Kerala have made a strong representation to the
Union Government demanding the dismissal of the
Namboodiripad government and imposition of Presi-
dent's rule. It is clear that by their failure to imple-
rnent their election pledges to the people of Kerala,
by their tendency to blame the Centre for their own
weaknesses and lack of creative effort to improve the
lot of the people, by their connivance at the violence
indulged in by- Left Communist workers against
peaceful citizeys by their instigation of workers to
hamper prodi';fion by resorting to illegal strikes and
violent methods which result in unemployment, by
tlieir failure to check the breakdown of law and order
in the State, by their policy of penalising those govern-
ment employees who are loyal to the Central Govern-
ment, by their attempt to isolate the people of Kerala
from those of the rest of the country the Namboodiripad
Govemment has forfeited the confidence of the people
of Kerala.

It is, therefore, imperative that the Union Govern-
ment must deal with the Kerala Govemment in a ffrm
manner. This is not to suggest that it must be dis-
missed forthwith. But it must be told firmly and un-
erlrrivocallv that it must nrencl its wavs and rnake
adeiluatc airrends ior its riolauorr or tire authonty ut
tlre Presiclcnt. Thc Prirne i\{inistcr as rvell as thc Llnion
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Russia "Biggest Colonial Ruler"
China's Chief of the General Stafi, Gen. Huang

Yung-sheng described the Soviet Union as the biggest
colonial ruler and exploiter in eastern Europe.

Speaking at a rally in Peking in honour of the visit-
irig Albanian delegation, lecl by the Defence Minister,
lr,Ir. Bequir Balluku, the Chinese military leader
accused Moscorv of using the Warsaw Pact and the
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance to maintain
its control over the communist nations of Europe.

Politically, the Soviet Union interfered in the inter-
nal and external policies of East European countries,
economically it plundered their material resources and
militarily it used armed threats and occupation to
maintain its conhol, Gen. Huang said.

The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovaha had fully
exposed Moscou/s "social imperialism and social
fascism" features.

Gen. Huang praised Albania for withdrawing from
tlre ll'arsarv Pact and said the move would be a tre-
mendous encouragement to the people of East Europe
who were opposed to the Soviet Union. He assured
Albania of China's snpport in case of aggression.

Neuo Chhw Neu:s Agency

Dissident Intellectuals Exiled

.{. Soviet court ordered the provincial exile of
three leading mernbers of Nloscowt dissident intel-
lectual cornmunity for holding a protest demonstra-
tion against the occupation of Czechoslovakia.

The chief accused, Dr. Pavel Litvino, granclson of
a former Sovict Iroreign i\linister, and N{rs. Larissa
Daniel, u'ife of a jailed u'ritcr, rvere exiled for five anrl
four years respectivcrly.

A third defeinrlant, 40-year-old linguist Konstantin
llakbitsky', was exilecl for three years.

A stuclent, 23-year-old Vadim Delone, was sent to
a labour camp for two years 10 months and Vladimir
Dremly'uga, 28, an unenrployed rvorker, rvas sentencecl
to three years in labour camp.

Thc sentences, hanclccl doum at the encl of a tl.rrcc-
cla1. trial from rvhich foreign journalists rvere barred,
,.l'ere Announced hr' trIr. I.,ev Alrnazov. deptii-',' chair-
rrran of the \loscorv Citv Corrrt.

.\n r.rilc is assignccl to a srnall rcgiori rviiich hc carr-
not ltrave for thc duration of his seuteuce. Rtrt lrc can
livr: u'h.rr. lii. likes rvitlrin thc rlqiqrrr arrrl tltkc rvliirt-
ever r'.trrk is al'ailable 

Titni'-' ,f lti'ri,t
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Polish Writer's Protest

rnI{E Polish writel Jerzy Andrzejewski, author ofr Aslrcs and Dinmond.s, has written a letter to Pro-
fessor Eduard Goldstuecker, president of the Czecho-
slovak Writers' Union, protesting against the invasion
of Czechoslovakia.

Mr. Andrzejewski published his first novel in 1936
and rvas active in the anti-Nazi resistance movernent,
After the war he supported the communist govern-
ment and wrote a book explaining the principles of
socialist realism. By 1956 he had become disillusioned.
He ffgured in the rvriters' revolt in that year and re-
signed from the party in the following yer when the
proposed new magazine Europa, of which he was to
be editor, was refused permission to begin publica-
tion.

The text of his letter is as follows:-

Dear Mr. President-Full of respect and emotion,
as well as deep anxieg about the situation in which
the Czech and Slovak writers have found themselves
as a result of the tragic and deplorable events, I am
asking you, Mr. President, to convey to your colleagues
the expression of my complete solidarity with them,
words of a real fraternal feeling on the part of a Polish
writer who, although h" expresses only his own
thoughts and emotions, believes, nay knows, that he
has the support of a great majority of Polish writers
for whom the words truth, love, loyalty, hope, patriot-
ism and progress have not yet died or become a hearl'
burden.

I am addressing you so that y or.r and all your col-
leagues should know that at the time of your creativt:
search, so important for the future of the u'hole world,
you have had in the Polish rvriters and intellectuals
friends full of hope, and rvhen you were going through
particularly difficult days for you and your peoples,
we were with you, although deprived of free speech
in our ou'n country,

You mrrst knorv ftrll rvell that the fccling of helpless-
ness iu tirt' facc of forcr: antl violencc is the most pain-
ful of all human humiliations and tlrat sttch a defeat
becomes a particularly heavy burden rvhen the best
traditions of one's couutry lrecortre defiled, freedorn
of speech annihilated, and tmth trampled underfoot.

I am aware that my voice of political and moral
protest rvill not and cannot outweigh the odiurn in-
crrrrcd b1' P<llancl in the eyes of progressive clpiniorr
throughout the rvorlcl. But this protest, born tlf
indignation, pain and slrame, is tlte only thing I can
offcr yotr aud y'otrr frientls ltncl <'ollcagucs in tht: pre-
st'nt circrrmstances.

l'i,'i15g uccept it tlrtr. iogcrtiir't *itli lrollt'.... ll:rl
lel us not titlk aborrt lropcr. Let tts saf<'gttnrtl lirlpr:'. Lr:t
us .;trt nqtlit'rr ho1l,:. T,t't rts 11'111'\ flrv lllrlll'

--J r..nzl r\ sL,r izt;.1ttr,' s.t, \i'rt t.. rr ri, 
";ll:,,;1i:i::: i.l,li,,,



How Will The Congress Fare?
A. G. Noorani

I[/HY is it that while the l\tuslim Leagues frittered
YY away and needed buttressing by regimentation,

the Congress is still going strong in democratic India?
In retrospect, the regrets about the Congress not
dissolving itself as Gandhiji advised or not splitting
along ideological lines appear short-sightcd. The
Congress has becn a great unifying force, and ideologi-
cal splits rveaken society rvithout any compensating
gain. Far better to have programmatic differences.

In the early years, after the initial conflicts rvere
resolved, the Congress became an instrument of
Nehru mle. Even if it was an irxtrument he never could.
and never did, take it for granted. It is after him that
the organisatiou has sought to make itself felt in vital
matters of policy, with varying results.

Mr. Kochanek's book" is a ra'ork of enormous labour.
Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya's two-volumes were a
history of the Congress tiil independence. Mr.
Kochaneks book is a documented analysis of the
Congress Party's working since, from three mains
aspects-the relationship of the Prime Minister and
the Congress President, the functioning and the role
of the Working Committee, and the problems of
leadership - its recruitment and training. He has not
only delved deep into the published material but has
had access to, and made extensive use of. the un-
published papers of Dr. Raiendra Prasad, Dr. B.
Pattabhi Sitararuayya and Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla.
It bids fair to rank as a classic.

In the authoy's opinion "The durability of the Con-
gress is attributable ratlter to its well exercised ability
to adapt pragmatically to change, its highly developed
skill in managing internal conflict, and its evolution
of a decision-making process designed to aggregate the
clemands of a lrighlv differentiated follo*'ing." The
book begins rvitlr the first rnajor crisis about decision-
making - the Klipalani episode. Dificrences arose bet-
ween Congress rncmbers of thc, Interim Govertrment
and the Congress President over tlre consultative status
of tlre latter. In :r uote prepared as early as July 15.
1947 and circulated only to Kripalani, Patel, Rajendra
Prasad, Rajaji and Gandhiji, Nehm uryote "It is hardly
possible for the Working Conunittee to consider them
(irolicy uratters) in an1, detail or to givit us clirections
iu rcgarcl io rll of tlrcrm. Tht' poirrt is tlret tirc Clonr-
mittee shoLrlcl reirlisc rvhat tlrt-' Governttrettt will lxr
freed rvitlr irn<l sirorrlri lav dorvrt a qeneral polit'r.:rs to
Irrr'.r' i1 slnrrlil frrrtctior, rvitlr or .,r'ithorrt t"f1'11'116'1' to
it. A contiirrttrcl relt'ri'ticr- is ol ('oltls('. irrtliosstirlt'.

''ih,' (,','rrt::.',r I'r;,;;, rti lr,'!i :: I t' i.)
I)entocrucu Lry' St;rnley .1. l'eql111;1' l;; i'rir1,
\r'r.nl.: ()r{rtrrl Urrir',.r.itr J)rlr-r. Si',.;O

Nornwlly o Pafty executitse lags doum the broadast
lines of pollcV ancl leaoes it to the Gooernment to
uork it out." (italics mine) Kripalani's eventual re-
signation refected the acceptance of the Nehru
doctine by the party, a doctrine rvhich, with some
unfortunate concessions, still persists.

In order to dissuade the Socialists from leaving the
Congress, Gandhiji recommended Narendra Deva as
sucressor to Kripalani, "brrt Patel's anti-Socialist bias
caused him to reject the prolnsal." Rajendra Prasad
resigned his seat in the Cabinet to become Congress
President for a short while.

The ffrst real post-independence Presidential con-
test was between Pattabhi and Tandon when the
former won to preside at the Jaipur Session.

The new President summed up the relationship
betrveen the Government and the Congress Organi-
sation in his orvn characteristic manner. *Ihe Con-
gress is really the philosopher rvhile the Government
is the Politician. The latter has power and the former
influence. Sometimes the influenco which is moral
overcomes power wlfch is physical. Or shall we say
the congress government is like a tacdul and young
daughter-in-larv. All the power is in reality vested in
the latter through the husband. Yet she attempts, not
merely affects, to obey her parents-inJaw while ulti-
mately carrying out her own will." A significant paral-
lel, indeecl. The other metaphors he used were a baro-
meter and "the brain trust'' (sic). The less said about
the latter the better.

Mr. Nehru met the ffnal test in Tandon's electiou
a year later. Like Kripalani's before him, Tandon's
resignation fortiffed the Nehru doctrine. Only, un-
like the Kripalani resignation, it fortiffed Nehru's own
personal position as rvell. There follorved a succession
of approvecl C<lngress Presideuts, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
being amoug thenr. Oue Presiclcrtt IIr. Sanjiva Reddy
bitterly cornplaincd that lie rvas treatecl as "!lrs.
Gandhi's Chaprnssi."

It lvas after \'Ir. Nebru's passing rnvay that ttrtr
Congress President came to the fore. tr{r. Kamaraj
supported successively Mr. [,al Bahadur Shastri's and
\'Irs. Inclira Gandhi's candidatrrrc for the Premicrship.
Lr each case his prcstigr: sho<il< ofi the protection.
aftcr a u-bilc. The result is rvell stttntned up br
\'Ir. Kclchanek. "The poi 'er, 1-rrestigc. an<l patrotragt'
of tlrc l)rirnt' \linister lrits tlevt'lopc:cl ovci tlrt'
\'('rrl',r to ilrc ltoint thut Corrrlressm('lr look to tirt'
l'rirnr' ]\linistt'r. lttrtl ttttI to tir,' (,t-rltt{tt:S:, I ttsttiuttt
f,ll leiidcrsirip. \\'lratc,r'cl itrrtlrority rc'iltain:; in thi
,'flili,rl Cl,r*lrtrss Prt'sicli'':i rlcirctrcls 1iu"gc'!r' orr tltt
si'ttrrrr. of tl-r,.pcrs{)n citosett io Iil! it. iirrL tlrc l)loucis
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of selection, heavily dependent on the wishes of the
Prime Minister, leaves the strongest Congress Presid-
ent at least psychologically in the position of vassal to
lord. Therefore, despite its resurgence in recent years,
the Congress Presidency has regained only a negli-
gible portion of the porver and prestige lost during the
Iast two decades."

The Working Committee can hardly hope to suc-
ceed where the President has conspicuously failed.
True, there are the numhxs, but the strong men in
the Cabinet are also strong men in the party execu-
tive. However, given a divided Central Leadership,
the potentialities of the Committee are not to be
underestimated.

trVtrat is deplorable is the Congress Government's
use of the party executive for resolving inter-State
problems instead of using the institutions ordained by
the Constitution. Whether it was the lirrotty question
of the bilingual Bombay, its bifurcation, the Goa
issue, the Maharashtra-Mysore border question, or
Assamt reorganisation, it is the Working Committee
which was alorved to speak first, the Government
seemingly following. This procedure was wrong on
principle even in the days of the Congress hegemony.
Today it is even more presumptuous and pernicious.

The Working Committee does operate as a check
on govemment thanlis to the split in the leadership.
In George Rosen's striking phrase, "The Prime
Minister no longer led the party he held it together."
By the time he became strong enough to lead Mr.
Shastri pased away. Mrs. Gandhi, after an initial bold
attempt, panicked. The rest of her tenure has been ffts
of deffance followed by some abject retreats.

The author takes a very favourable view of the new
elite in the Congress! '"The key to political stability
no less than Congress dominance in India has been
the Congress Part,y's ability to attract and absorb
newly politicized groups and the Congress leader-
ship's ingenuity in constructing meaningful coalitions
able to accommodate the diverse cornnunal, social
irnd regional factions peculiar to each state. In most
statcs the party system r,r'as thereby able to rnoderate
social conflict by aggregating the diverse demands
of othenvise conflicting groups."

After the disillusionment with the hybrid coalitions
there was a swing in favour of the Congress. It is
doubtful if the Party has much proffted by it. Writ-
ing shortl.v after the results of the 1967 elections. lr{r.
Kochanek remarkccl "As {or the partv as :r *'hole.
its rnost important task will be to clevelop a more
cohesive organisation u"ith a more highll' trained
qrrlre to carrv otrt thc' ideas of a nerv generation of
Uonqless lea,lers. .i'i tit,:t samc titrtc. it ttrusl nc'r''t'r
forgct tlte, irnpoftarrce of cleveloping ancl rnaintaining
,r skilfrrl erticrrlittiori proccssi hr" rvhich it diverse partv
citn hr. held togetlrer. It is not itrr irrrlxrssiblt' assigrr-
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rnent, but it will not be easy for the Congress to do
all that it must do before L972."

Few will believe that the Party has developed the
desired cohesiveness. The chances are that the Con-
gress will prosper, if it does, less by its own merit
than by the failures of its rivals.

HE DIED FOR

[The follouing is from a l.ener tlwt Sgt. leffrey A.
Daois of Brownsburg TDrote to his roife a feu dags
before his death fron the banlcficld in Vietnarn.' lt
uas to be opened onlg in the eoent of his death. It is
reTtroduced ftom lndianapolis Star.]

fT is too bad I had to die in another country. The
r United States is so wonderful, but at least I died
for a reason, and a good one.

I may not understand this war, or like it, or want
to ffght it, but nevertheless I had to do it and I did.

I died for the people of the United States. I died
really for you; you were nry one real happiness. I died
also for your mom and dad so that they could go on
working. .. . For your brothers that they could plav
strrorts in freedom without Communist rule.

I died for rny parents that they could enjoy my
dad's retirement in freedom, go on vacations and have
fun.. . . For others also who enioy this rvonderful
country and who appreciate what they have and thank
God every day for it.

. . .I died for the guys with the long hair and pro-
test signs. The draft-card burners, the hippies, the
anti-everything people who have nothing better to do.
The college kids who think they shouldn't have to
serve because they are too good-I died so these people
could have a little longer time to try to get straightened
out in life.

God knows they need it. Yes, I died for the so-called
"younger generation' of which I was a part but for
some unknown l'eason I never became an active rncm-
ber. I guess I rvas a "square" or something rvith short
hair, no police record, didn't drink or smoke (pot in-
cluded ) and volunteered for the service.

I died for the parents of these kids also, God forgive
them. I died so these members, active members, of
the "young generation' c'ould have the right to do
what they do. To protest, have long hair, go to the
college of their choice, wear weird clothes, and run
around mixed up, rvith no direction at all.

I died so they' could protest thc rvar I fought and
died in. Without it. what rvould they protest? But I
also died for the many thousancls who diecl irr this
rvar iLrr<l otlir,r u'ars hefore for theser sarne reasons.
For tirc rrrcn ulro lorrgbt gallarrtlv orr the rnlrry battle-
field.s of urAnl rvilr's to keep this courltri' free. I guess
that in orcler tt'r qain frecdorn tJrerc mttst hl u'rrr. I clind
tol tlrt, tlriiletl State.s.



Dubcek's Role - A New An gle
Saadi

LTHOUGH the armies of Russia ancl other War-
.n saw Pact countries have succeeded in suppressing
the liberalisation movement in Czechoslovakia, they
have obviously failed to cmsh the spirit of freedom
of the Czechoslovak people. The way the people of
Czechoslovakia reacted against the Soviet occupation,
more non-violently than violently, bespeaks of their
political maturity and moral stature. The Russians
lcrorv as much as the world does that sooner than
generally expected, the people of Czechoslovakia will
liberate themselves from the shackles of Soviet c.olo-
nialism. However, it is not merely the spirit of national-
ism that inspired the people of Czechoslovakia to
assert their independence from Moscow, but essen-
tially it was their urge for democracy, for self-expres-
sion and for living a life in accordance to their own
ideals. In otl'rer words, the stand of Czechoslovak
people was as much moral as it rvas political.

Probably, it was not Dubcek on his own rvho initiated
the movement for liberalisation and reforms. Dubcek,
all these years, has been a loyal communist trained
under Stalinist tradition, and that too in Moscorv. He
rose to prominence under a die-hard Stalinist, Antonin
Novotny. During the entire period of his rise from a
nameless communist to a communist with il name,
Dubcek never swerved from oficial communist line.
Then, why this sudden change of heart during the past
few montfu? What made him take up a line which
basically rvent counter to the fundamental tenets of
totalitarian communism? What led him towards libe-
ralism and reforms?

Could it be that the silent transformation that rvas
coming over the people of Czechoslovakia forced his
hands to be liberal and he could not have acted other-
rvise? Could it be that tle urge for freedom lvhich
the peoplc of Czechoslovakia themselvcs bcgtrn to
pulsate rvith, *'as the real motivc force behin<l the
events in s'hich Dubcek had no alternative but to plav
a part?

It rvirs <1uite cleirr that even l>efore Dubcek rnade a
determined bid towards liberalisation ancl reforms,
the people of Czechoslovakia, particularly the intel-
lechrals and students g'ere astir rvith the spirit of
freedom. Not onll' rvere they developing, slorvly yet
irresistibly, hostilitv torvarcls political subservience of
Czechoslovakia to Russia l-xrt resolutely thinking in
terms of initiating economic policies which 'rvere not
in cornforrnitt' s'ith the econornic theories of cornmrr-
rrisrrr. ITttrlll tllc r'-:r,r,rl r'li.,,r.linrr,tf Oi,' -Qil. 

(-7,',.l1rr-

slovakia rvas ernbarking upon West-oriented t:cononric
policics. u4rich t:nvisaqed a measrlrc of prolit irnd
;;r'ivlri,' ('111('i'l)r'isr'. -l-!rl irr{'ll"r'tnrtlr ,,',','i, r,iirr'i 1,,

give unfettered expressions to their ideas; the writers
scientists, philosophers, educationists and artists,
wanted to be free to write, to think, to experiment,
to drarv and to do what they considered good for them-
selves and for the community. Also it seems that cer-
tain democratic moves were already afoot in Czecho-
slovakia. For instance, the Czechoslovak Ambassador
in New Delhi, Mr. Richard Dvorak, on the eve of
Dubcek's reforms, claimed that "it was not true to say
that Czechoslovakia had only one political party. The
Communist Party had 200 seats in Parliament while
8l seats had been won by other political parties. The
new Speaker of the Parliament was elected by 180
votes against 68." The Czechoslovak students were
restive too. They demanded academic freedom; they
rvanted to learn not in accordance with the Communist
dictat, but with rvhat they as well as the liberal edu-
cational philosophers thought to be conducive to the
development of their intellectual potentialities.

The cumulative effect of the climate of freedom
rvhich the people of Czechoslovakia themselves sought
to generate on their own initiative, was that Dubcek
and other Communist leaders had to move with the
times, and any attempt on their part to swim against
the current rvould have resulted in their alienation
from the people. Dubcek's statement that "if the party
cannot change the people it must change itself' was
not without signiffcance. It refected Drrbcek's response
:rnd that of his colleagues to the compulsions of a situa-
tion which had emerged as a result of peoples' own
drive towards democracy and freedom.

The sudden surrender of Dubcek and other Com-
urunist leaders in the face of the Russian military
thrust in Czechoslovakia makes it clear that Dubcek
could not extricate himself from the moorings of the
past. With thc backing ancl active support of the
Czcchoslovak people, he could havc defied Rrrssia Iike
Imre Nagy of Hungary and faced the consequences
as Nagy did. He could have gone underground and
lcd the resistance movernent-a role which the leaders
of any other count4' in that position rvoulcl have
pla;-ecl.

Norv rvhat is the result of Dubcek's initial strlrernder?
All that Dubcek and his colleagues did has been

trnclone and what they' intenclecl to do has been efiec-
tiverlv preventecl. The moclicrrm of freeclom whieh thev
had introcluced u,ithin the frarnerwork of Czech corn-
rnrrrrisnr. is irr shanrbles. Thev have thernseh'es he-
,.',','.,ir,sirr1rr1,'r,1,'l i,r rli.,rr''nllirt.' tlr,' ,,r-1ifi,.r'1yf rlr'1r1t,-

,,r'lc,r'. u'hic.h tlrr'r'had ncalh' srrcceecled in brrilding.
The \lational Assemhlv which mct a ferv days after

ilil llri.;ilrri o.r'iii) Lr,ii;ir. , lilrtrlr llirtl rt"'l'' llr" Ii,',, uc.
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of unanimity, re-imposed censorship on Czechoslo-
vakia's Press and literary u'ritings and restrictions on
peoples'rights of assembly and association and banned
all political oppositions rvhich had taken root during
the liberalisation period. It re-established the single-
party dictatorship of the Cornmunist Party.

Again the three daring politicians who showed the
{surage of conviction and spirit of deffance even under
the nose of the invading army, the Deputy Premier
Ota Sik, Foreign Minister Jiri Hajek and Interior
lvfinister joseph Pavel, were dismissed. So were lesser
people who rvere suspocted of hostility towards the
invading Russians.

Inspite of all this, will the Russians tolerate Dubcek
for long? The Russians are already reported to be
keen on finding a popular substitute for him. The
Soviet First Deputy Foreign Minister, Vasily Kuznet-
sov, who visited Czechoslovakia after the invasion
with a view to pacify the Czechoslovak people, spent
some time in Slovak capital of Bratislava to meet
Dubcek's eritic and rival, Gustav Husak. There was
strong speculation that Russians may back Husak to
replace Dubcek without rousing much public resent-
ment. He has now been rnade Deputy Premier on the
orders of Moscou'.

As it is, the Russians are ignoring Dubcek in their
negotiations with the Czechoslovak leaders regarding
the'troop withdrau'als and other matters. It seems that
the Russians feel that by-passing him would bring
home to the Czechoslovak people tlrc need to replace
Dubcek if the Czechs q'ant the Russians to mean
business.

It may be argued that had Dubcek and other
'Czechoslovak leaders resisted the invasion, it rvould
have provided the Russians an excuse to indulge in
ruthless rnass killing and reduce Czechoslovakia to
the position of l{ungary as it happened after 1956.

But the rlucstion is: has Drrbct:k saved Czechoslo-
vakia from the fate more or less siurilar to that rvhich
overtook Hungary in 1956? Achrally', the trigger-
happy Russian .soldiers have already killed hundreds
of Czechosloyaks w'ho .spontaueottsl)' reacted against
the Russiau invasion. The cream of Czectrroslovak
shrdent cornmunitv has already been liquidated. A
large mrrnber of intellectuals have alreacly fled the
corrntry. No arnount of appeal is going to indrrce thern
to comr) lltck. Suclr of the intellectrrals rrs r\:(rrc rrn-
ablc to krilve t-he countlv havcr been uaggcd. And now.
finalh'. l trr,rltt). lrirs lr,r'rr sirlrrec! piovirliurr frll tbe
r r\ntir!l{t(l si;tr oi' llrr:;siir,r tr'oops iri (--zr:ch<lsk.rr.,rki:r.

tlrrr:; u'rai<irrg tirc illceai ir<-'t o[ ]irr.ssit Ic{.r1. n11her*1t
tbe sou! of the (lzr:choslovak people c'au never bc
-l'.;.1,..1 I :lilrlr. i'rr;.1,-.'l;r,. i;r,., .;: i ,, ,.,. tli. ,i..jrrr:'i.:.,.
-\liiti,.;Ll, ili, 1r)!rl'11'! (;lit Ir,' lJ,,,trirl rrl'J',,,,i [rrrt.'.r.t.
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the future to Czechoslovakia appears bleak at least
for a pretty long time inspite of the silent, yet resolute
resistance the Czechoslovak people are forging against
the Soviets in contravention to Dubcek's advice.

Trial in Moscow

A score or so Russians bravely dared KGB retalia-
tion by standing vigil outside the courthouse during tlle
entire trial. Unable to enter the courtroon, the pro-
testers assembled across the street in an outdoor
reading pavilion. There a petition against the trial was
drawn up by former Major General Pyotr Grigorenko,
61, an outspoken bear of a man, who was drummed
out of the Red Army in l9&l and conffned for 14 months
in a mental hospital for openly protesting against
restraints on personal freedom.

The scene outside the courtroom was a stirring,
though by no means isolated, example of the courage
of Russia's fissenting intellectuals. In addition to
speaking out boldly for freedom and justice, some of
the protesters even stepped in front of the KGB photo-
grapher to try and stop him from taking pictures of
others demonstrators. After the trial, they presentcd
bouquets to the defense lawyers. Inside the courtroom,
the scene'was'even more dramatic. "Freedom is inr-
portant to all of us", Litvinov told the court. "fn a
large s<lcialist country like this, the freer each one of
us is, the better it rvill be for all of us." Said Vadirn
Delone, the poet who received a labour-camp seu-
tence: "For three minutes on Red Square, I felt free.
I am glad to take your three years for that."

-Time, C)ctober 18,

Russia Tries to Rally French Communists

The Sor.iet Urrion is intr:n'euing direc:tlv insicle thr:
ranks of the French Communist Party to 'punish' thc
party leadership for its rebellion over Czechoslovakia.

Communist sources report a morrnting Russian pro-
pagancla carnpaign at grassroots level-financed by the
Soviet Embassy-designed to rvean the rank and fle
arvay from &e parlv secretary, M. Walde,ck Rochet,
and his politbrrro, juclged 'too progressive' by tht:
Kremlin.

But the Russians knort that it rvould b6: pointless.
as rvell as difficrrlt, to topple Rochet, as all senior French
Conrrnurrists, r'xct,Jrt it hanclfrrl of serni-retire<l veterans,
share lris inclirltraiicln itt tire rnilitarr, occtr;ration.'fi',',.rsi l.':'r,rrtI' (lrir:rrrr';rrist l)rrlrv J(X),0rX),-:ar,l
cltrrir.-r:^ riiltl :t r'<ltirtl:. strr:.nr4tlt rtt' <t.'t'r forrr rr-rilliotr hlls
irlways b,:r.'tt An a<lvant',, hast, for Rr.tssialr influr-'tlr:e irt
\i'-r'rr';rir ilL"''"".' 
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Central Government E-ployees' Strike
An Observer

fT is cleal fronr all accounts that the Central
r Government employees were misled into a shrpid
and adventurous action rvhen they rvere asked to
stage a one-day protest strike on lgth September. It
was notl-riug short of stricidal to ask them to stage the
strike when it was banned. Fortunately, ferv employ-
ees responded to the call and it is only a ferv who
will have to bear the penalties that may be imposed
for participation in an illegal strike. But about a
dozen precious lives rvere lost; they will never come
back, and a number of persons rvere injnred as a result
of ffrings and lathi charges.

A large number of employees are at present under
orders of discharge. Disciplinary action is threatened
against a good number and the recognition of unions
rvhich participated in the strike is withdrarvn. The
employees and their organisations will have to spend
the next ferv months tryrng to repair the damage that
these steps have caused and to secure the restoration
of conditions before tJre strike. In the meanwhile,
they rvill have no time and avenlres to press for econo-
rnic demands. That task will have to be shouldered
by others rvho had the wisdom of keeping arvay from
the strike and, if any relief or concessions are secured,
the credit must go to them.

Horv dicl the employees, many of whom arc literate
and educated, allow themselves to be dragged into
such a trseless and disastrous strike? It should have
beeu clear to tlre meanest intelligence that the strike
could not have secured the need-based minimum
wage for rvhich it u'as launched. Possibly, rnany of
them thought that the Governrnent. weak-kneed as it
is, u'<;uld not bc very severe with a one-day protest
strike. Ilut thc Ordinances that were promrrlgated
.^houlcl har,<: rcrnoved that rnisconception.

\;crv likely they for,utd themselves caught irr a nct
oI their o*'n rnrrking. They hacl been perstraded to
adopt strike resolutions and founcl it difficult later not
to implement thenr. Workers generally have a deep
sense of loyalty to their unions. Sometimes a srnall
r:liqrre takes control of a union ancl issues in its name
orclers which rnembers ffnd it clifficult not to obey.
On this occitsion, )^orno union leaders macle a clevcr
,rse of this str:rtegenr to tlraq cnrployt'r's into the strikt'.
This can bc clearlr st.en frorr ihe l:aet tlrat, u'hcrr'
rrni<.llts u,ithdrtrrv tlrt' strikc rrotiu., [lt(r (?lnl)lovccs colt-
i t'i'nctl clrr:r:rfirllr rrcccllte<l tlrc rrlriorr rlt:ciii,tri :rrrcl di,l
rrot ioirr tlrr.strikc. lt is:r pitr ilrat orrlr ir li,rr. rurit,ris
l,i:ti liitt cotlfag( ,ri tltcit ct)trtrcriiiir tu l:ri.r.'ii,.,t., 1,-
'l'lrr; icst jtisi tr;ii'trcl ilic'lirrc ]ui<l cit;.,i'u ll tlrc lcrtcL'r:;

','l r ',:;lr,s,'<! tl,, ir- 1,,:'rr,J,,'t's; {r; th. Ir!ilrr.'|r{)n\l lt:tlr.lslti'r.
, i ..ir iiit,qlrl srritri .

It is evident Dow that the decision to organise the
strike was taken by the Communists in the employees'
organisations. It was taken under instmctions frorn
both Communist Parties. The one-day protest strike
was to be followed in December by an indefinite
strike and other actions. The one-day strike and the
indefinite strike rvere to be organised in order to deal
a heavy blow against the Government which, accord-
ing to Communists, was rnoving in the direction of
right reaction. The time had come, they thought, to
begin an open ffght against the Government and to
discredit it and rveaken its authority. The Communists
rvere in conbol of the National Federation of Posts
and Telegraphs Employees and of the Confederation
of Central Government Employees and of most
of the unions affiliated to the two organisations. Thel'
lvere also in control of some raihvay unions and of
some unions of defence employees. Operating from
those strategic positions they secured the support of
persons like Mr. S. \{. Joshi and NIr. Peter Alvares.
It rvas not difficult then to persuade the S. S. P. and
P.S.P. to support the action, eager as they always are
to ffght the Congrcxs Government. Some sections of
the Jan Sangh rvere also dragged in. The stage was
thus set for a countryu'ide ffght against the Govern-
ment iu the name of its employees.

The strike rvas essentially a political manouvr('
though it s'as camoufagccl as an inclustrial dispute:.
If it u'ere an industrial disputc, no sensible rvorkers'
organisation rvould have rejected out of hand thc
honourable ancl generous compromise that became
available when the Government agreed to settle or
refer to arbitration all issues in dispute except the
demand for need-bascd minimum wage. The compro-
misr-' rvas rejectecl because the leaders of the striko
'*tert: irrt.riorrs to i.i.ach tlie Covenirnrrrrt lt lesson, Unde r
tltcr circunrstauce,. rr'ho can blame the Governrnent for
accepting tlre chnllenge ancl making use of its ample
powers for <lefeating the strike? The Government
r.l'orrlcl hirve cxposed itsclf as incompetcnt to govenr
if it lrad rneekly submittecl to this coercion zrnd black-
mail of it feu- conrntunist activists posing as leaders of
its t:rnplovees.

Tl rcal lar't tlrt'Cornnrrrnists do rrot t'ujot, urtrclr
srrpprirt nrnorigsl r'rnplovccs. Ttrcl' takc ldvantagc o1'

tht' airathy en<l r'ln:lesrrness of otlrcrs rrn<l gct thc,m-
sclvcs cl<:ctt:rl to irrportlnt positions iu rrniols. Thost'
rtrjiorr: r'(:l]l(i:.i tri itr rlr,ili\ r'its('s on]\' li :;ll:liJl ttrirlofitr
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fuence. Moreover, they are adepts at exploiting and
fomenting discontent, Anybody can see that there is a
very large measure of discontent in the ranks of em-
ployees. It is due to the ever-grorving rise in prices
and to the inordinate delay that takes place in securing
the solution of even minor problems. A revision of pay
scales is long over-due but the Government has not
yet appointed the Pay Commission which alone can
handle it.

Another blunder that the Government has com-
rnitted is to lump all its employees together. This was
done in the interest of uniformity and standar&sation.
This may have helped bureaucrats, but it has harmed
the interests of various sections of ernployees. What
is common between a railway employee, a driver, a
guard, a cabinman, a machineman in a workshop or
a gangman, and a clerk or a peon in the Secretariat?
Similarly, employees of the Posts and Telegraphs have
their own problems which require to be considered
and tackled separately. The lumping together of all
these diverse kinds of employees has proved most in-
jurious to the interests of most. In any case, separa-
tion of industrial workers from non-industrial workers
is urgently needed. Without such a separation no steps
can be taken to increase lhe efficiency and productivity
of industrial workers. The Government should seize
this opportunity to give a fresh thought to all these
problems so that a satisfactory system is evolved for
looking into the grievances of various classes and
categories of employees. The system as it exists has
obviously proved inefiective and unsatisfactory.

In the short run the Government must revise the
steps that it took to meet tl're threat of the stlike. Now
that the emergency has passed, the Ordinances should
be withdrawn. In view of the fact that the Iarge mass
of employees r,vas misled into the strike, mere absence
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on the day of the strike need not be regarded as an
ofience deserving of a penalty involving termination
of or a break in service. Fortunately, the Government
has already taken that step. It cannot be, of course,
suggested drat no steps should be taken against those
rvho actively worked for the strike or became involved
in illegal activities. But the punishment accorded to
them should be tempered with justice and mercy. The
unions and federations which instigated an illegal
strike have, no doubt, committed a grave offence. But
it must be remembered at the samo time that the
Government cannot do rvithout some channels of com-
munication rvith their employees. In view of this need
it will be necessary in the not too distant ftiture to
restore their recognition.

Far more important are the problans that the em-
ployees and their organisations will have to face. They
must realise once and for all that to taft of and resort
to a strike from time to time does not help them. As
public servants there is a great obligation upon them to
keep the services running. Any intermption of those
services may cause some annoyance to the Govern-
ment, but it causes grave inconvenience to the general
public without whose support the employees can
never hope to improve their condition. A resolution to
stage a strike may be adopted as a blufi, as it was in
the case of the l9th September strike, but it has a
logic of its own rvhich many a time drags those whq.
passed it into a strike much against'their will. Tlre
employees must also take note of the Communists in
their ranks, how in spite of their small numbers they
rvonn themselves into positions of power and hou'
through various manouvres they impose adventurist
policies upon the unions. The experience of the one-
day strike should make them conscious of this grave
peril to which they are exposed.
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Home \{inister must refuse to entertain Mr. Nan'r-

boodiripad unle.ss he expresses regret. But, if inspite
of the persuasive manner in lvhich the Union Honre
\{inister, Mr. Y. B. Chavan has chosen to deal with
him, N4r. Narnboodiripad persists in being recalcitrattt
for political reasons as he has been so far, nothing
should deter the Centre from dismissing the Ministn'.
There is no doubt the advisability and the inevitabilitl'
of such a move *'ill not be lost on the intelligent and
ptrtriotic pcople of Ker:rlir, nrril they are bound to
irppreciatc thc Centre's lnov€'. Undorrbtedll', if th,'
i)rcsidcrtt's rulc is irr.rltosecl, they will coollcrilte wilir
llr, (lr:rtilc srl tlrrtt {'ilsli i'lt ctiLrll:; ilr{' lii'ld lr,; I lrrii",'
Possible and a trort' tlctttocraLic govertlrll('llf ('nlc'rg(.'s

ilr tlri'stirtt'. Tltc clgctr,l11,- 11f I(eral:r is rtlttirri'r..nd it
sit:til rr.'r't't' lt't ttorvtt tirt' Siiilt'..t



India A nd
V. B. Karnik

Israel

N the issue of last year's Arab-Israeli wnr there was
a big divergence between the policy of the

Government of India and the predominant public
opinion in the country. The large majority of the
people never found itself in agreernent with the pro-
Arab and anti-Israel policy of the Government. As the
war ended early, in less than a week, there was no
necessity for the people to assert themselves and see
that the Government changed its policy. The Govern-
ment rvas left in no doubt, however, about the lack of
public support to the attitude that it had adopted.

It is this awareness which seems to have perzuaded
the Government to put forward through a pamphlar
an explanation and defence of its policy. The
pamphlet begins by giving information about "the
original decision to establish a "national horne" for the
|ews in Palestine". The information given, however,
omits a number of essential facts which do uot support
the Government's view. According to the pamphlet,
Palestine did not belong to the Jars and the "national
home" need not have led to the establishment of a

Jewish State. It then adopts all the usual Arab argu-
ments against Israel and holds her responsible for all
.the conflicts and tensions that have developed iu the
region during the last twenty years, as will be clear
from the follorving sentence: '?artly as a result of the
manner in which fsrael rvas brought into being and
partly as a result of the behaviour of the new Israeli
State, ir continuing state of tension and conflict bet-
ween the Arab countries and Israel becarne the dorni-
nant feature of West Asian politics after 1948".

The rest of the pamphlet is an elaborate apologia
for all the pro-Arab and anti-Israel stances adopted
by the Govemurent from time to time. The underlying
assumption of all these stances was, it appears, that
th<. Arirb c'otrntlic-s were a progressive force rvhile the
Je,", s irncl thc State of Israel wel'e r tool in the lrairds
of Westerrr Porvers. The assumption has no basis in
facts, but it seerns to have detennined the policy of
the Government. One is happy to note, horvever, that
the pamphlet states torvards the end that the Govern-
ment of India has "recognised as a fact that the State
of Isracl has come to exist." That gives one the hope
that the Government will not allorv the Arab Govern-
rnernts to desh'oy it.

India worrlcl have bcen ill-servt'rl if this sovernrnent
ptrblication rvere allowecl to stancl rrnrc'futccl. !Ir.
Datrrrlrhni Patcl \t.P. dtsen't's to he congratulattd

1 I,ttiio utvl Pal;z.stirpr-Tl', l;,tttluliltit oi c Polit'g, Ert,.nritl
PuhliclR' I)ivision. \4inistn' r'f lirtcmal {ffirirs. Govcrl1p1,'111 of
t- .) \., ,, t ) ll.i

on the immediate steps that he has taken to publish
a detailed refutation of the facts and views put for-
ward by the Government. His reply,e based as it is
on a marshalling of incontrovertible facts and cogent
arguments, is a convincing reply. Delving into ancient
history, Mr. Patel has shown how Palestine was the
'home land" of the Jews and how through centuries
they had maintained their sentimental attachment to
it. Coming to more recent times, he has referred to
the agreement between the Arab delegation led by
the son of the Sharif of Mecca and Dr. Chaim
Weizmann, the representative of the Jewish people,
concluded at the Peace Conference in Paris in 1919
and shown how the Arabs had at that time committed
themselves to help and collaborate with the establish-
ment of a Jewish State in Palestine.

Mr. Patel has then dealt with the sedulously pro-
pagated myth that the Jews are the tools of British
imperialism and the Arabs the victims of both :rnd
shown how it has no basis in historical facts. Britain
was all along opposed, for onc reason or another, to
the creation of the Jewish State and, rvhen the United
Nations decided in the end in 1948 to sanction it,
Britain did uot support that resolution. Op the. otheJ
hand, the establishment of all Arab States after the
encl of the ffrst world rvar took place with the active
cooperation of Grcat llritain. A fact to be noted in
this connection is that Russia and all East European
countlies supported the establishrnent of Israel. They
gave their support because they knew that there was
an'inherent clash of interests betrveen British imperial-
ism and Zonism'.

Dealing with thc. Arab-Israeli war of June 1967, lvlr.
Patel has shown convincingly how it was forced upon
Israel and how the stand adopted by the Governtnent
rvas tl-rlorrghorrt rvrong and l.riasecl. It rnust be ad-
mittecl, horvevcr, that the stancl that rvas adopted was
a continuation of an older policy. As stirted by the
Govemment of Indin parnphlet, "the roots of free
India's attitude to the current problem of West Asia
are to be found in the positions taken in the early
years of this century, by the leaders of the nationalist
movement in India, particularly of the Indian National
Congress". Drrring the intervening 1:eriod public
opinion in the <xxrntrv unclclrwent a changc as tr result
of rnanl' factors, sr.rclt as, llitltrritc clestrtrc:tiotr of otre
ihird of thc lervish ltcoplc. thc colltrsiorr of Arah
nationalist Ieaders rvith Fasc'isrn clrrring thc Thirtit's
,riil l-hr- I;i;rti,':: lLi ,-'.)l.l:rrf :,ilr rt,r)ts t.1' \r'rlt lr':ti-.lt'r.

: !nrlitt rtnr! rrril, .\jinr'--r\ li, rrlr l ),rlrr :rlrlr.ti J' ,1, 1. 5,r. 1,'11 l''i'
r,rli,., . :.,,-., \',,. r'. . \., .r I'. l'
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to destroy Israel tlu'ough wars and terrorist attacks
and a better appreciation of the demands of the ]ewish
people and the progressive role that they were play-
ing. Mr. Patel has drawn attention to these factors
and pointed out how, while the public opinion had
changed, the policy of the Government of India had
remained "f.rozen around the initial prejudices."

The initial prejudice against the Jews was that they
were Whites and lhat they were agents of imperialism
and exploiters of the poor Arabs. They rvere also re-
garded as carriers of Western civilization which was
antagonistic to the so-called spiritual values of the
East. As sucl"r, there was a feeling of hostility towards
them. The Arabs, on the other hand, rvere regarded
as an oppressed and exploitcd people ffghting against
imperialism for national independence and social
progress. As such, they excited the sympathy and
support of the Indian national movement. Many
Indian leaders still hold to their heart that picture of
the Jews and the Arabs. Many European Socialists and
Leftists share that illusion rvith them.

One of the enthusiastic propagandists of this line
was the wellknou'n socialist thinlier and writer, late
lvlr. Isaac Deustcher. A long interview with him putting
forward the line was published in the New Left
Reoieut of London a couple of weeks after the June
war. According to Mr. Deustcher, the June tvar
rvas a "reactionary rvar" and "it rvas only with disgust"
that he watched on the television "the scenes
from Israel in those days: displays of conqueror's pride
and brutality, outbursts of chauvinism. . . . rvild cele-
brations. . . . contrasting rvith pictures of Arab sufier-
ing and desolation". He is not, horvever, a blincl
supporter of the Arabs. He is critical of them as rvell
as of Russia rvho, according to him, encouraged them
in their quarrel rvith Israel. Mr. Deustcher's criticism
of Israel is based on the theme that "Israel is a Western
outpost in the l\{iddle East", that it is 'ffrmly com-
mitted to anti-Communism" and that it sees 'trighest
rvisclom in keeping the Arabs backrvard and divided".
I-Ic vieu's the Alalr Isrnoli conflict as "a clash of trvo
rival rrationalism" but. according to hint, "thcr uational-
isnr of the pcriplc in serni-colonialist or colonial coun-
tries must not l>e plrt on the same moral poUtical level
as the nationalisrn of conquerors ancl oppressors" and
"Arab nationalism, unlike the Israeli, still belongs to
tlrer former category".

A sociaiist rvriter. tr'Ir. Sirnr:h:r Flirpar has derr'lt rvitlr
all tlrese arguments of \{r. Derrstcher and sholr'n their'
lrollrlu'nc:ss :rncl fulsitv in a just prrblished Jrooklert".
It is rrot lrecessar'l' to refet to all the issues iri tlrt:
controvcrsr'. Tlx, rnost iurpr:r lrrnt is rvlrctlrcr' ;rrtr'l hou'
flrr Jsrael is r tooi itr lra,rrds olj irrrrrarialis'n. ()rr that
iloitr! 1lrt. jnfc'-:r:rrti')rr -;r!l)r)iir.1i 1,. ilr. i:i rir;r \, li

\\'orkt.r..' i)rrtl_ / \1,\.i,,\\.t ). .[,.] \
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be of great interest to Indian readers. Mr. Flapan
rvrites: "Nothing is more mistaken than the thesis that
turns Israel into the sole or principal pawn of the
United States in the lUiddle East. Tho United States
has in the Middle East a much more important Arab
engagement, to rvhatever extent it may be interested
in Israel. Out of the fourteen Arab States in the
Middle East and North Africa, only three (the UAR,
Syria and Algeria ) follow a neutralist policy and have
the support of the Soviet Union. The others are to
varying degrees oriented towards the Weet and the
United States in political, economic and military affairs.
The trvo most important American bases are in Saudi
Arabia (Dahran) and in Libya (Wheelus). The Arab
States in the Middle East and in North Afric.r are for
the United States one of the most important zones
from the economic (oil) as well as from the strategic
point of view. The American companies hold the liont
share in the production of crude oil and in reffning in
the lvliddle East; Arab oil account for 27% of world
production and 60% of knorvn reserves. Out of 100
million tons of reffned products, the American com-
panies account for 44% and they own 55% of the crude
oil production. In the four main oil-producing coun-
tries-Kuryait, Saudi Arabia, Iran and Iraq-American
interests amount to,50%, IW%, 3096 and ?5% respec-
tively. The oil revenues of those countries are from
7O% to 90% of their total income. When they are com-
parecl rvith these giant interests, all American invest-
ments in Israel seem insignificant". His conclusion
therefore is that the "oil lobby" is far more powerful
than the "Zionist lobby." Regarding the supply of
U.S. arrns to Israel the position was as follows: "Only
in 1954 cUd the United States agree to lift the embalgo
on arnrs destined for Israel that had been in force
since 1948 - that is to say, since the outbreak of the
rvar the Arab States had started in order to prevent
the creation of Israel. Even then, the supply of arms
to Israel was compensated for by the supply of arms
to Jordan, Iraq and Saudi Arabia and bv training
facilitics for their militarv caclres."

\,Ir. Flapan clocs not cleny that out of the large
ilrnount of ctpital that s'as needed for building up
Israel a good part came frorn the United States by way
ol gifts of American Jel's and loans by the American
Government. But iu the case of Isrrrel "the evolution
rvas decided not by capital but by immigration". And
.{nd he points out: "The great majority of immigrants
consistcd o{: irnpoverished Jervs, 'ivorkers, artisans,
nrembers of thc rniddle clas.s in plocess of being pr<l-
lctarizecl. Ncarll' half of thenr crrme from Eastern
Errropc rvitlr a historv of class struggle, .socialist cduca-
Iion. irrrcl political criii:scior-rsncss." Thc socictt' that
!ir, i;11ill rr'r i.; lL.:;,.r'il', tl ir.; l'oll,r,':.: "f ii;rr t'! ,''i',

lc.sr.rltlcl :r rrrrili'ri. clit'cltttl'ttt'ttl: lltt e(:ortt)rirv ri'itlr a

r';' r,.if11l i51 stru c'tru'r., bti t u4r ii.ft contirined the rnaximu r u
t,tilrtir,-'i' ot pl:rrrrrirti t.li'rrtt'tri. ittiti i,i r lr-t,1-lrtdtit, tLi,.i
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socialist achievements that could be found in a capi-
talist counky - 9lf5 of the land, all rcurces of energy,
most of the natural resources (water, electricig',
mines, oil) are nationalized; u'orkers' enterprises
occupy key positions in the economy (fu4!% of industry,
80S of agriculture, most of public transport, the main
building and public works enterprises, etc. ); a system
of national insurance that covers all risks; progressive
labour legislation; the highest proportion of trade
unionists (70%) with a highly advanced system of
mutual and medical insurance; and last but not least,
more than 200 kibbutzim which, though represent-
ing only 4% of t\e population, nevertheless control 35%

of agriculture, 8% of industry, and play a predominant
role in political Iife in Israel. The labour parties hold
the majority of seats in the Knesset and in all govern-
ment coalitions." These facts should remove a number
of misconceptions that are still current in the country.

The June 1967 u'ar was fought by Israel only be-
cause it had no other alternative. The position as it
obtained a few days before the war is described as
follows by Mr. Flaparr: "Within a few days, a wave
of enthusiasm and war hysteria unfolded on the Arab
continent, from the Atlantic to the Persian Gulf. All
rushed to take part in the "Hol1' Alliance". King
Hassan II placed a military unit at the disposal of the
UAR, Bourguiba made haste to declare that his diffe-
rences with Nasser "never had applied to the actual
basis of the Palestinian problem." Algeria sent
volunteers and aircraft, Lebanon' and Kuwait pro-
mised active support and expressed their solidarity,

THE CONTMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA
A SHORT HISTORY

BY
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Frwdom Fhst

Saudi Arabia decided to send troops to Akaba, and
King Hussein, the "Zonist agent", the "imperialist spy
and plotter", rushed to Cairo to sign a rnilitary trealy
that handed the command of the Jordanian Army over
to the Egyptian Chief-of-Stafi. Isracl rvas completely
surounded. In the mosques, the imams called upon
the people to join the Holy War." President Nassei of
Egypt had by this time concentrated 80,000 troops and
1,200 tanks on the Israeli border. The Iraqi army had
entered Jordan and Saudi Arabian forces were near
Akaba. In this situation what could Israel do but strike
the first blow in order that the mortal danger which
was facing her may not overwhelm herP'

This courageous and heroic ffght which Israel waged
for her survival ought to have received the rvarrn-
hearted support of the Government of Inclia as it did
of the large majority of the people. But weighed down
by preconceived notions and old prejudices, the
Government of India refused to see the new situation
that had emerged. It continued its old policy of blind
support to the Arabs. The policy is refected in the
pamphlet that it has published. It is to be hoped,
however, tllat as a democratic government it is open
to persuasion and to the influence of facts and reason-
ing. Enough has been written on the issue to persuade
the Government to give a fresh thought to the matter.
It is to be hoped that the reconsideration will not be
delayed too long.

Crime in Soviet Russia

The fact tlnt crime, particularly rnisappropriation,
is so widespread is partly due to the peculiarities of
the Soviet system. The first of these is the absence
of private orvnership; the nation's wealth belongs to
the state, and is under the control of state employees
rvho often abuse their positions for illegal gain. These
oftcials, especially those employed in the distribution
and trade nehvork, are frequent offenclers and therr:br
set a bacl cxanrple to other citizens, who nriiv b,.r

tc'mpted to resort to conrmon theft at their iacturl'.
for example. The unsatisfactory stanclard of living in
the Soviet Union encourages such activities, since
illegally-obtainecl goods, particularly from outside
sources, can be sold quickly and profftably. This sort
ol crime orves much to the deeprooted conviction of
the Soviet citizen that stealing state properrty is rrot
reprehensible, since it "belongs to everyoue and to
llo-one."

It is clear that despite clairns to have abolishod the
social roots of ci'inre, the Soviet leaders arc faccd, likr-,

their counterparts irr otlrer contt,nrp()rar\: soeieties.
rvrtjr lr n)ourlllnq cluur) \\'a!'rr, lrrr u'lrrclr rrt'itircr tltel'
uor ar))'otlier societ;'has let [ouutl r:{[cctive dctcn'euts.
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With Many Voices
Moans round with rnany voices. Conre, -jH":.ffr:Tis not too late to seeli a n€wer world." '

It is my hunch that had the desperate Czechs
made it convincingly clear that, come what may, they
would have fought with their futs if necessary to
oppose any military intervention this summer, there
would have been nn intervention.

-C. L. Sulzberger, The Neu York Times,
October 6.

It should not now be forgotten-and we can safely
assume that the history books will not forget-that
in interior politics, within America itself, President
]ohnson has been tlre most enlightened of all Presid-
ents in the ffeld of civil righS.

-Spiss Press Retieu and Neus Report,
October 7.

India's contribution to the art of administration, it
would seem, is Government by slogan.

-S. Srinivasan, Ird.ian Erpress, October 8.

Their (Russians') ain'r is to break the Czechoslovak
morale, for it was high spirits which gave birth to the
brief democracy' 

-cuordian weeHg,ocirber 10.

Even today, I rnaintain that our tnain etretny is
Pakistan.

-Krisbna Menon, Titnes of ln<Iia, October .t2.

Calcutta is not one disaster, but many, each breediug
its nu'n kind of clespair, its oun special nightmare.

-Josr-rph [,el1'r'clr!. 7'lls Ntrr: Y<rr'/c Tirrrt:s. ()ctolrr'r lll.

Registeted No. MH 2?2

-Tenngrr.n,

But there cpmes a point at which choices have to be
rnade, choices about the nature of democracy and the
limits of free speech and the place of violence.

-Alan Watkins. New Statesntan, October 18.

For Russia, 7,ond-5 rvas a timely diversion from the
shame and the horror of its action in Czechoslovakia.

-Thought, October. 19.

The frightening thing about the Czechoslovak
tragedy rvas less the arrival of Soviet tanks on the
Bavarian border than the revelatiou that the Soviet
leaders can set vast annies fur motion on the basis of
a totally false appreciation.

-The Obscroer, (I.andon) October 20.

The trouble about democracies is that they have to
have elections.

-The Ecorwlrfst, (London,) September 21.

Most of the people, in their anxietl' to bring equal-
iiy as quickly as possible tended tc' overlook the truth
that unequal aflluence rvas better than equal povertv.

-R, S. Pande, resident director, Tata Steel,
'IIw Econonic Ti.mes, October 24.

The leadership that democracy
throrvn up iu the country Ieavgs

C. D. Deshmukh.

\Vhat is needed is not
rcspect for feasibility.

-Dar,icl L,au'rence,

without literacy has
much to be desired.
The Thnes of India,

O<:toher 2"e.

nrore icleologv trut a greatt:r

{r.S. \'r;trrs & trVorlri Report.
October 28.

Io th,.r Editor,
FHrrnoll Fnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Service.
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T'ht: rise i>y thrte-fold of our clefence budget, far
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