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Ballots and Bullets
V. B. Karnik

IIALLOTS and bullets are such contradictory,cgulse-s
I-D o1 action that no political party can seriously think
of adopting them at one and the same time. Ballots
affirm faith in democracy and insistence on the use of
peaceful democratic methods for bringing about de-
sired economic, political and social changes. Bullets,
on the other hand, proclaim contempt for democracy
and herald violent and armed conflict with the existing
social order. The two cannot go together and a party
which proposes to combine them is either deceiving it-
self or seeking to deceive others.

Communists are not fools or innocents who will
deceive themselves. They are out to deceive others.
Communism forbids faith in democracy which it
equates with the rule of the bourgeoisie and use of
democratic means except as a tactic. It believes in the
establishment of a dictatorship of the proletariat after
the violent overthrow of the existing order. Ballots
have no place in the communist programme of action
except as a temporary expedient to hoodu'ink the
people. They do succeed in hoodwinking tlie people on
many occasions. They are accepted as democrats, and
people realisc only later and, sorne times rvhen it is
too late, that their democratic professiorx were only
a smoke-screen to hide their real intention of destroy-
ing democracy and democratic institutions.

In view of the communist habit of hiding their real
intention, it is a bit puzzling why Mr. Rajeswara Rao,
the General Secretary of the Communist Party (Right)
thought it necessary to make at its ninth Congress held
in Cochin a few days back a public declaration that
the party will combine ballots with bullets. It seems
that the contradictions that have developed in the
party compelled the General Secretary to make the
unusual declaration. The party is at present on the
horns of a dilemma. Under irutructions from its men-
tors in Moscow it is following for the last few years a
rightist course. The adoption of that course led to a
split which deprived the party of a large mass of
members and more particularly of its active workers.
The loss of membersfup is continuing since then and it
has seriously damaged the fortunes of the party in the

two States of West Bengal and Kerala where at one
time it was fairly strong. In both States it is the leftist
wing which is more strong and is coustantly attracting
more and more mernbers to its fold. It is to stop thi5
erosion of membership and to refurbish his party's
image as a revolutionary organisation that Mr, Rajes-
wara Rao made the declaration. How far the declara-
tion will impress the members and persuade them not
to leave the party is a matter which need not be consi-
dgred hete, It is, holvever, clear that the Communist
Party cannot ride two horses at one and the same
time. It cannot at one and the same time follow a
parliamentary course and also work for the violent
overthrow of the Parliament and all o&er democratic
institutiotu, It-. eanuot at one and the.same time play.
with ballots and bullets. It must be compelled to make
a choice. It can exist as an indigenous democratic and
constitutional organisation or as a foreign-inspired
unlawful conspiracy against democracy and against
freedom.

Mr. Rajesrvara Rao's declaration should serve as a
warning to all democrats and more particularly to
Congressmen some of whom appear to be too keen
and anxious to secure the friendship and cooperation
of the Communist Party (Rlght). In politics there need
be no untouclrabilitv; and, if friendship with Right
Communists is useful for isolating and defeating Left
Communists, it can be *'elcomed as a useful tactic.
Br,rt one must lno*'the real character of one's temllo-
rary allies. There is for some time norv a more or less
undeclared alliance betrveen the Congress and the
Comrnunist Party (Right). The tq'o are rvorking
together in the coalition Ministry in Kerala. Some
forrner members of the party are holding high posi
tions in the Government and the Congress organization.
So far, the alliance has not harmed the Congress. Since
the mid-term poll, it is in a dominating position and can
make the Communist Party (Right) dance to its tune.

However, even a mighty organisation can be under-
mined and destroyed if suficient care is not taken to
counteract the disruptive activities of so-called friends
like the Communists. It is clear from t}e proceedings
of the ninth congress that, apart from the tlrreat to
combine bullets with ballots, the party has planned to
develop "mass revolutionary actions of toiling
peasants" and rvork actively for a "democratic
ievolution". The "democratic revolution' will
demand the replacement of the present Congress
government by a "left and democratii' govern-
ment. According to the Communist Party, "des-

(Continued on page 2)



l{ixon -Denying His Country's History
A. G. Mulgaokar

rnHE news of Presidelt Nixon's ams deals and more
I arms deals to General Yahya Khan continues to

flow. It u'as good therefore to read in the Times of
lndia the letter of Mr. Chester Bowles and the forth-
riglrt views of Mr. Galbraith on the situation conse-
quent on General Yahya Khan's actions in Bangla
Desh in the last ferv months. Having some idea of the
vielvs of Mr. Keating, the present American Ambas-
sador, on the subject, we can have no doubt that the
Indian viewpoint is being powerfully placed before
the American President, the Government and public.

"It'was good to know from Mr. Bowles' letter. that there.
is gleater understanding today of India's difficulties
among the American press, Congress, and people than
at any time.

Is it realised, particularly in his own counky, that
President ' Nixon in supporting General - Yahya
Khan and propping up his administratiou is denying his
own country's glorrous history? The American Colonies
revolted, crying "no taxation without representatiort'',
under cilcumstances not difierent from those under
which the people of Bangla Desh have raised their
standard of revolt. Similarly, a hundred years later,
the Federal Government fought the South not so much
on the issue of secession, lvhich really was secondary,
but on the issue of slavery. This again is what the
people of Bangla Desh have raised their standard of
revolt against. And yet again in our orvn times, after
the last war, the Ameriean Government of the day
was not the less forward than its allies in leading the
main lvar-criminals of the Hitlerian gang to juslice and
tlie scafiold. President Nixon today, on the other hand,
is playing tl.re reverse role and stan&ng forth not as

the champion of national liberty but national enslave-
ment.

In the welter of controversy that has been raging in
the press and on the platform whe*rer to recognise
the independent Bangla Desh movement or not a much
simpler question seems to have been overlooked: this
is rvhether to grant that government belligerency rights
in the first instance? This was the first step taken
during the Spanish Civil War by countries "friendly''
to General Franco's side. In International Law, while it
is short of recognition, it enables the side granted
these rights to purchase arms in the intemational
market and permit such sales to be made by countries
willing to do so. Why does not India take this ele-
mentary step openly?

Doubtless in this context the Indo-Soviet Treaty has
attracted wide attention and even wider speculation. To
many it means one thing and to an equally large num-
ber it means another thing but it is worthwhile re-
calling the terms from the part of another treaty, The
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IAnglo-Polish t"?ty of lvlutual Assistance thirty. years
ago was intended to give Poland an active ally in the
event of a German attack. It was hoped thai it may
even act as a deterrent. If the Indo-soviet Treaty is
intended to serve both these ends let us bear in mind
the terms of the earlier treaty. What the Indo-Soviet
Treaty stands for exactly must be considered in
th9 Jiglt of the terms of the Anglo-polish Treaty"

Vlujibt tr.ial is another matter with which- world
opinion must concern itself because it is both a farce
and fraud. Ivlartial law is a "lawless law,, according to
the highest puristic view,.f,here. can be no martial.Iau, ,in areas where municipal (ordinary) courts are
functioning whieh presumably'&ey are in West paki-
stan and a martial law tribunal cannot in any case. I
function outside the area of martial law, By both these
tests the verdict in Mujib's trial vrill be a nullity. Should
a sentence of death be imposed and carried out every-
one connected with the tr-ial from the brave Generil
Yahya Khan down to _those simple guards who carry
out the sentence will be guilty of siark murder. Ani
yet General Yalla Khan is no doubt a man of valour,
witrress his deeds in Bangla Desh and his performance
on the French television. But is he mai enough to
knorv that chivalry must invariably accompuolib."-
\rery?

(Continued. lrotn page I)
pite the split, the Congress led by Indira Gandhi
continues to be a heterogeneous parq ". As disting-
uished from Left Communists, it giants the existenct
in the Congress of left elements but rvill not be satis-
fied unless there is another split and the rightists and
the centrists elemerrts are throu'n out. The party is
determined to do its best to bring about that split.

This is enough indication of rvhat the Communists
propose_to do. Situated as they are, vvith their strength
depleted all over the country, they may not be ablJto
do anything. Their idea of establishing "a government
of tlie left and democratic forces" at tlre Centr.e may
not be anything more than "a day-dream" as Mr.
Namboodiripad, the leader of the Left Communist, has
statecl. With little backrlng in tl.re countryside, they may
not also succeed in organising ('mass 

revolutionary
actions of toiling peasants." Their efiorts to force a
split in the Congress may be equally unavailing. The
Communists may not succeed in attaining their aims,
but while working for them they rvill create for the
Congress and the Covernment many problems of law
and order. It will be found, then, that friendly re-
lations with a party rvhich combines bullets with
ballots is more a liability tl'ran an asset.
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Is Farliament Redundant for Socialism?
'oAtreya"

E are witnessing some apparently paradoxical
situations in which in &rect proportiron to the

comfortable majority enjoyed by the ruling Congress
Party in Parliament, the desire to by-pass Parliament
and make it merely a rubber-stamping and "endorsing
body" increases. Normally one should assume that the
stronger a party finds itself in any Parliament or legis-
lative body, the more stakes it would develop for
democratic behaviour in such things as accountability,
consultdtions and so on in its legislatite programines.

Contrary to such expectations, what we are now
witnessing is a cynical contempt of Parliament by the
Executive arm of the Central Government as repre-
sented by Cabinet Ministers. In the styles of the Quten
of Hearts in Alice in Wondeflrtnd who constantly
orders 'Off 

"r.ith 
his Head", we continuously hear of

Ordinances to initiate various activities. In other words,
after structuring a parliament after tle mid-term elec-
tions that carried overwhelmingly large majority of
members of the Ruling Party to an extent even the
Prime Minister could not have dreamt of, we see a
preference in ruling styles that is certainly not demo-
cratic, but closely akin to what many developing
countries have designed in such names as "basic demo-
cracy",, "guided democracy" etc, to ratronalise dicta-
torial or deterministic regimes.

One can certainly appreciate the need for emergency
provisions in the operations of the complex maehinery
of democracy. But such provisions are for real emer-
gencies and rarely resorted to for meeting frivolous
situations as we have been attempthrg to do. Let tis
Iook at some of the "emergency" issues for which
Ordinances have either been actually used or sought
to be used. The introduction of the Family Pension
Scheme for workers was one of the "emergency"
issues. Ordinance is now sought to be used for amend-
ing the Pa)rment of Bonus Act. It was through Ordi-
nances that extra levies are being imposed to produce
Rs. 70 crores on account of the influx of Bangla Desh
refugees.

The question that ought to concern Members of
Parliament very much is the role that exists for them
actually and potentially in a danocratic set up. They
have to ask themselves whether they are elected on
behalf of large constituents in the country to be merely
the rubber stamps of decisions and actions taken by
the Government under artiffcially generated emer-
gency conditions over trifles. They could analyse the
substantive issues governed by the Ordinances so far
and ask the question whether these issues were of really
such a nature as to necessitate the Ordinance type of
emergency procedure. The Family Pension Scheme

rvhich a disturbingly small perccntage of industrial
workers, the inrtended beneficiaries, have opted for
could have certainly waited for the constitution of the
new Parliament. Similarly &e amendment of the
Bonus Act can certainly wait for tlie regular session of
Parliament. In the same way, the Finance Minister
could have waited for the Winter session of Parliament
to push through new levies through a supplementary
Budget.

But the dlmost vdtgar'haste arid' freQuehcy" rfitli'
rvhich lvlrs. Gandhi's lieutenants talk about Or&nances
for every trifle, indicate a pathological terror they
seem to have for the democratic process o.f accounta-
bility, adjustment and compromise. Their behaviour is
very suspicibris because, eVen with everything loaded
in their favour, they prefer a style of authoritarianism
rather than accountability. This is probably because
they are not sure of the rationale of their substantive
issues and prefer to ram their whimsicalities down the
throats of everyone including the members of Parlia-
ment who are just taken for granted.

On this question of the increasing penchant for
Ordinances, one member of Parliament naively and
innocently asked the question "What is rvrong in an
Ordinance so long as it is subsequently ratified by
Pariiament?" It did not occur to the Honourable \{em-
ber of Parliament that there is a rrorld of difierence
bet*'een ratification of a "fait accompLi" because it
has already been accpmplished and very ferv rvould
have the courage to rnake a nuisance of themselves
over an accomplished faci. It is, horvever, a clifferent
mirtter for a piecc of legislation freshly introduced in
Parliament, Nohvithstanding the pressures of the parly
whip, there will be some desire to project a fresh mind
to the legislation and seek methods to refine it through
amendments and so on.

The most shameful aspect of the ordinance style is
not exactly what the . rulers do. It is the unanimity.
with which the so-called bastions of democracy in
society, namely, the trade unions have sought the
orciinance method of prescribing what should be done
over labour demands, Forgetting the fact tliat by seek-
ing the State to determine through the Ordinance
method such substantive union business as wages and
r,vorking conditions, they are making the unions them-
selves redundant. Indian union leaders, irrespective of
their ideological belonging, have pleaded for Ordi-
nances for higher bonus, standardising gratuity and so

on. This is the surest rvay to the death of unionism
because industrial rvorkers will soon realise that they
do not need the instntmentality of trade unions at all
if the State rvele to prescribe lvhat the \vages have to
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be, u4rat the bonus or gratuity has to be. The contetn-
porary politicians must be chuckling in their sleeves
when union leaders join in a chorus to demancl from
the all-powerful State, prescriptions thlough Ordi-
nances. This is reminiscent of village scenes where the
unfortunate sacrificial goat that is being led up the
temple altar is pathetically found licking the biunt
side of the cutlass that will be chopping its head. The
INTUC has been the most vociferous supporter of the
ordinance me.thod"

It is high time all political thinkers ideniified their
political beliefs, especially those who claim to stand
for democratic principles. There is no use accusing
rulers of discarding democratic obligatiorrs when there
is iuch'a- f rantic stimpede arriong 

-i6-Cdliei{ 
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to throttle democratic processes for the sake of very
marginal stakes.

The ordinance method is a confession by ihe execu-
tive branch of the state of its incapacity in the skills
of management of a democratic society, by rnotivating
the people in the society in creative exercises even
rvhile looking after the problems of equity and justice.

With such incompetence, strangling of the democratic
processes will not generate eficiency, but vrjll generaie
oppression to prevent protests against inefficiency and
injustice.

When the parliament members are made redundant
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by the ordinance style, the executive branch of the
Goverrrment can plal' the role of watchdog of demo-
cracy o4ly in the manner of a fox safeguar&ng the
chicken yard! It is iigh time our Members of Parlia-
rrrent, especially the so-called progressive Young Turks
who have always claimed to be the conscience and
rvatchdog of everything progressive, woke up to this
situation and contribute to the preservation of demo-
cratic freedoms. The irony about democratic freedom
is that it cannoi be rationed out only to some and
denied to others.

There is a gravely mistaken assumption that often
the short-circuiting of 

- parliamentary procedures is
necessary for quick development. Facts of history
itiongly refute Thid' iidivd' belief.' Tli6 alibi " ijf quicX ""*
development that is cited to crush democratic account-
abiiity does not result at all in quick development, but
just in crushing of democratic rights. It is like demand- ,

ing a signed blank cheque, promising "honestly" to fiIl
up the "necessary" amount.

With a "committed' Parliament, there is no justiff-
catiou for Ordinances. The late Pan&t Nehru, facing
a tougher opposition, did not show any temptation for
the short cut of Ordinances to get things done. The
present trend is disturbing and should be discouraged
if some semblance of democratic standards is to be
preserved.
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Eangla Desh
Adam Adil

ffrHE tension between India and Pakistan is mount-
I ing as a result of the threats of war so blatantly
given out by President Yahya Kharr. He even went
io the extent of hurling personal insult at the Prime
Minister although Mrs. Indira Gandhi has maintained
an attitude of dignity and composure in her utterances
regarding Pakistan and the reign of tenor unleashed
by eakistani military junta in Bangla Desh. To say- the
least, President Yahya Khan lacks sophistication which
is so necessary in the Head of a State, which is desirous
of rnaintaning good relationship with its neighbours.

To-day, India has nearly nine million refugees on
hand to feed, shelter and look after in other ways.
The number of refugees is growing by 30,000 a day
dtre to the increasing atrocities in Bangla Desh by the
Pakistani army. The refugees rnay swell to 12 million
by the end of &e year. India provided Rs. 200 crores
in the Budget for expen&ture on refugees. In addition,
the President of India has promulgated Ordinances
for raising additional taxation of Rs. 70 crores for the
same purpose. It is estimated that nearly Rs. 3 crores
in being spent on the refugees daily. This is an
enormous amount of money which India can ill afiord.
If this state of afiairs continues Indian economy will
be seriously affected. As Time magazine puts it, "the
cost to the Indian government for the fiscal year ending
next N,Iarch 31, may run as high as 830 million dollars".
According to the Times of India "&e cost of providing
even a modicum of relief to the 9 million refugees will
push up the budgetary deficit this year to Rs. 600

crores or more." Hence refugees must go back. But
can they go back unless peaceful conditions prevail
in Bangla Desh either as a result of political settle-
ment-which is a remote possibility-or the liberation
of Bangla Desh with its independence and sovereignty
guaranteed by the international community and u'ith
secular democracy firmly established there. Mukti
Bahini is fighting bravely, but it would be difficult for
it to continue long without regular supply of arms and
arnmunitions ftom friendly countr:ies. Toddy 

-for 
all

practical purposes Mukti Bahini is depending upon its
own local resources and on arms and ammunitions
snatched away from the Pakistani army whenever the
latter loses a battle with the freedom fighters.

The most surprising factor in the present Indo-
Pakistan relationship is the attitude of the U.S. Gov-
ernment. Apart from the fact that the U.S. Govern-
rnent aid for the refugees in India is meagle ( just 83.2

rnillion dollars so far), it is "sending another sort of
aid to dre sub-continent as well" as Senator Edward
Kennedy puts it. According to the Senator, "inspite of
a State department freeze on new military aid ship-
ments to Pakistan, the Pentagon has signed a nelv

defence contract totalling nearly ten million dollars
with the Pakistan government within the past tew
rnonths.'. Senator Kennedy also revealed "that U.S.
firms have received State Department licences to ship
to Pakistan arms and ammuruiions purchased from the
Soviet Union and in Eastern Europe." If the U'S.
Government just stops its aid to PaKistan, it will at
once help to ease the tension between the two countries
as well as put an end to the war hysteria in Pakistan.
As a matter of fact, the Indo-soviet l-riendship Treaty
liad greatly deterred Pakistan in its threatening postures
towards India. But American help has once again en-
couruged it to indulge in its tamiliar war cry. How-
ever, NIr. Jagjivan Ram's waming that India sha-ll not
vacate any teruitory of Pakistan occupied by India as

a result oI- war should help to bring Pakrstan to its
senses and deter it from embarking upoll any danger-
ous adventure.

One thing is quite obvious that it is impossible for
Pakistan to win a l\,ar against lndia. !-irsuy, lndia is
fully prepared to meet trre challenge and, if war is
lorcecl upon her, India will carry the war deep within
the Pakistani territory. Secondly, Pakistani economy is

on the verge of collapse in tlre rvake of the destrucUon
in Bangla Desh from v'hich Pakistan used to eam con-
siderable foreign exchange. Thirdly, Yahya Khan's
earlier hope that "Pakistan was not alone" has been
greatly aftected due to the totai lack of interest China
lras recently shown at the events in the Indian sub-
conUnent.

The Pakistani u'ar cry is obviously intended to
divert the attentior-r of the Pakistani people frorn the
political and econonric morass Pakistan is in conse-
quent to the- near separation of East Bengal from West
Pakistan. Prior to lvlarch last, East Bengalees desired
only greater autonomy for their part of the country.
But to-day, with Shaikh lvlujibur llehman facing death
penalty and the increasing violence of the Pakistani
army, tl-rey are in no mood to compromise. They
demand nothing less than an independent and sove-
reign Bangla Desh. The appointment of an East
Bangalee civilian as the Governor, and the nomina-
tion of a few more East Bengalees by him as Ministers,
has made no change in the situation.

President Yahya Khan has announced that the
National Assembly would be convened in December
after the bye-elections in East Bengal are held to ftll
the Assembly seats, which rvere declared vacant
orving to the forced disqualific.etion of An'ami League
members. Since Mujib's Awami League is banned none
of its members will be able to contest on its ticket.
The result would be that oniy puppets rvould be put

(Continued <tn page 6)
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World Liberals on Bangla Desh and
Threats to Press Freedom

rn\,VO resolutions of particular interest to India were
r anrong those adopted at the Congress of the
Liberal lntemational which met recentry in Zurich
uncter the presrdentslrip of N,lr. Gaston 'Ihorn, !-oreign
i{inister ot Luxemburg. l'he first of these was on Uast
tsengal and the other was on threats to the lreedom
oi trle press in lndra and Asia.

Among those present at the Congress were Mr.
lVarter Dcneet, Vrce Llhancellor of West Germany; lvlr.
Geertsema, Vice Premier ol the Netherlands; tVIr.

Jeremy Ihorpq leader ot the Bridsh Liberat'Partg,,ivlr,
G. ivatagoch, leader of the ltalian Liberal Party; ancl
Mr. N{. lt. Ivlasani, a Patron of tne Liberal Intemational.

llie resolutr.on on llast Bengal r.eads as toltows:
"'1he Congress of the Liberal lnternatronal, grieved

by the tragic events in East Pakistau and disturoed by
the resuttant tensrons along its frontrers wrth lndia,
appea$ to the Secretary-Genelal of tire United Nations
to bnng the matter to the attention of the Security
Council under Article 99 of the Charter.

"'lrre Congress teels that the sutrerrngs of the people
of bast Bengal and of the millions ot retugees wno
have tled trom the appalling conditions there are a
matter of international concern calling for massive
practical assistance lor the relief of the refugees.

"1he Congress deplores the attitude of ilrose coun-
tries u,hich continue to give weapons and military
suppiies to Pakistan, thereby delayrng and discoulag-
ing the creation of con&tions that would enable the
rerugees to return to East tsengal.

"'-t'lre Cong-ress calls for the release of Sheikh
\IujibLrr ll:riunitu or lfs open trial belore a cir.iliirn
tlibunal rvitir full facilities for legal defence.

"And, finally, the Congress appeals to the Govem-
ment of Pakistan to convene the Pakistan National
Assembiy as elected and composed in December 1970."

As t-u'iginally intloduced by the Ilritish delegation,
this resolution consisted only of the first paragraph but
\Ir. tr{asani persuaded the Congress to accept au
anendrneut addiug the other four paragraphs which
call for massive international assistance for the relief
of refugees in India, deplore the action of those
countries rvhich continue to give weapons and military
supplies to Pakistan, call for the release of Shaikh
Nlujibur Rahman or his open tfial before a civilian
tribunal and appeal to the Government of Pakistan to
convene the Pakistan National Assembly as elected and
constituted in December 1970.

The other resolution ou threats to the Freedom of
the Press in India and Asia reads as follows:

"The Liberal International notes rvith concem reports
coming in from various parts of Asia about the deterio-
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ration in the conditions in which the press has to
function.

"The press in India has enjoyed freedom and a high
reputaticin and has had an inspiring efiect on the press
in other parts of Asia. It is therefore a matter of parti-
cular concern that the General Assembly of the Press
Foundation of Asia-at its recent meeting at Bali-had
to adopt a resolution regarding certain disquieting re-
poris fi'om India of a move to amend the larv in such
a manner as to force the owners of the better esta-
blished newspapers to divest themselves of their
ownership and lor the managernents to be removed,
with the likely result of the papers passing under the
control of the ruliug party and other politicai parties
acting tlirough'trade unions of employees

"The Liberal Internalional expresses the hope that
nothing will be done which destroys the freedom and
mars the high reputation of the In&an Press."

r\4r. W. Ilretscher of the Neue Zuri.ch.er Zeitung,
a veteran Swiss Joumalist, described the proposed
amendments to the Indian Companies Act as "the most
vicious and underhand scheme for the destruction of
a free press of which I have heard in fifty years in
journalistic activity. This project is also the height of
hypocrisy because, under the pretext of corrbating
abuse of the freedom of the press, it tends to reduce
the press to a miserable tool in the hands of irrespon-
sible people."

(Conthwed fronr page 5)

up and get elected. This is how President Yahya
Khan hopes to give semblance of democracy to the
bye-election in East l3engal. But the people have seen
tlrrouglr thc girme. There is a strong possibility of
violence if the fake bye-elections are held. The lvlukti
Ililliini has already declarred that it would treat the
candidates as "collaborators" with the tyranny of tlie
Pakistani almy in East Bengal.

It is clear that the situation in lSangla Desh as rvell
as Indo-Pak relationship have reached saturation point.
Unless the United Nations and the Super Powers act
in tirne to resh'ain Pakistan in its designs in Bangla
Desh and force it to respect the aspirations of the
people there and thus bring about a lasting political
settlemcnt of the Bangla Desh issue even by going to
the extent of glanting freedom to that part of thc
rvorlcl, the situatiou in the Indian sub-continent is not
likely to irnprove. India has already declared that it
will be willing to cooperate in the just and legitimate
solution of the Bangla Desh problem. Indian leaders
cannot be but sincere in their professions as, other-
wise, India has to feed millions of refugees. India
worrld welcome nothing more than the refugees going
back to their hearths and homes, live there in peace,
and work out their own destiny.
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[Jnited Europe
Hippopotamus

HE idea of a union of the countries of Europe, in
one form or another, is riot the child of the last

twenty-ffve years. As early as 1923 a detailed plan was
put forward by the Austrian Count Richard Cor:den-
hove-Kalergi to set up an all-European body with the
final aim of a "United States of Europe". Similar ideas
have been publicized before and after Coudenhove-
Kalergi, but it was not until after the inhumane
slaughter and devastation of the Second World War
that the idea of European integration gained enough
impetus,to be transferred into ,the, ffeld..of p.r,a.ctical.

politics.
Ironically, it was no one else but Sir W. Churchill

who asked the Europeans to come togetlier on Septem-
ber 19, 1946 in his famous "Zurich-Appeal'. Ironical
as England was not to ioin the original community in'
later years.

In 1948 the Organization for European Economic
Co-operation (OEBC) rvas set up by sixteen nations to
carry out a joint European recovery programme. In
order to achieve "a greater unity between its members
for the purpose of safeguarding and realising the ideals
and principles, which are their corrlmon heritage, and
facilitating their economic and social progress", ten
countries signed the Statute of the Council of Europe
in 1949. Seven more countries have joined since,

amongst them the Federal Republic of Germany and
Austria, the losers of World War II'

But really substantial momentum was gathered only
rvith the pioposal of R. Schuman to pool the French
and German steel industries. The result rvas the Euro-
pean Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), rvhich rvirs

set up in 1951 with the same six rnetnber countries
which, six years later, signed the norv famous Treaty
of Rome on March 25, L957, giving birth to the Euro-
pean Economic CommunitY (EEC.)- 

Those six countries, France, Italy, the Benelux'
countries and the Federal Republic, rvere the only ones

in the Council of Europe who were prepared to give
up certain sovereign rights to a supranational-body,
thus fulfilling the essential condition for real inte-
gration.- 

Europe was still divided in three blocs: the Common-
Market countries, the European Free Trade Union
countries (BFTA, which came into being in 1960)

and the Comecon countries behind the Iron Curtain.
The developments in the Common Market proved the
dreams of its founding fathers to be right. The Europe
of the Six ceased to be merely a geographical expres-
sion. Not only a rapid increase of rvealth could be

observed, but also the disappearance of rnally a barrier
betlveen the cottntries for the benefit of the common

man,
Therefore, it u'as no surprise that other countries

applied for either full rnembcrship or for association.
The successful outcome of the Brussels negotiations

a few rveel<s ago could be the starting point for an

even brighter future for Europe-then the Europe of
Ien-provided that the pro-marketeers prevail in Eng-
land on October 28.

Europe has changed for the better 
"vithin 

the last
fourteen years. And it could improve with England
and-later on-Denmark, Norway and Ireland joining
in, without any country having to give up ilt
qoyerejgqfy,, qultulal \ff itage.. or cqmrnlhnent. tqwards..
other interlests ( e.g. England and the Commonwealth).

De Gaulle's boycott of community sessions in 1965/
66 has taught the Six that they dare not damage tlre
legitimate interests of any one member without shatter-
ing the whole construction

But compromises have to be found, and these
compromises are at the expense of community mem-
bers as rvell as at the economic expense of other coun-
tries, especially countries of the Third lVorld' The ffrst
gro,rp of compromises can be left aside, since the
mettrbet countries subnrit to them voluntarily. No one
is forced to join the community' lvluch more important
are the ones of the second group' since third countries
have no choice but to accept, at the most to bargain for
more favourable conditions.

For over a century, international trade has been

based on the principle of non-discrimination aud reci-
procity in applyinglhe "rnost favoured-nation" clause.

ivhicti *'nr 
"odifi"d 

at the Havana Conference in 1917'

The EEC has gone beyond that by granting generaliz-

ed tarifi prefeter'tces to the developing countries (the
generalizJd scherne of preferences-GSP). This CSP is

firstiy non-reciprocal in as much as the developiug coun-

tries are not expected to grant corresponding reductions
in theil orvn customs duties. The GSP is furthermore
non-discriminatory, since it is valid for all deveioping
countries. And finally, it is generalized, since the advan-
tages are granted by all couatries. The preferential
trJabnent applies to'.'semi-manufactured and manu-
factured products,

Britaink entry into the Common Market will horv-
ever pose some serious problems for many countries,
e.g, the Commonwealth tountries, since they lose the
"C"ommonwealth preferences" (duty-free entry of

certain goods into the U.K. ), which must be eliminated
completlly by 1978 at the latest' But to ask for an even

-o16 g"t"tous treatment than the GSP would not be

wise i6r the Commonwealth countries. Thel' shoulcl

rather spend their energy on improving their competi-
tive strength, Hongkong, Nationalist Clrina, Singapore
and Soutli Kolea have shown that tariffs are not neces-

sarily as important an obstacle to exports as mallv
(Continued on' Page 70)
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Transformation Of Congress In W.Bengal
K. K. Sinha

ITH a hindsight view it is clear that the split in
the Congress before the March 1971 elections

and the emergence of the new Congress led by Smt.
Indira Gandhi was a major factor in the victory of the
Congress(R) in West Bengal. This would not have
been possible at least in this State, if the Congress had
retained its old image. With its past image it had
secured 55 seats in a house of 280 in 1969. In IVIarch
197L it secured 105 seats. It was a big jump. Only the

"CP\4.was ahead'with a marginal'lead of 6; Even this
lead could have been easily counteracted if the Con-
gress(R) had not adjusted itself with some other
smaller parties like Bangla Congress.

A radical posture in West Bengal u'as needed to
counter the aggressive advance that was being made
by the CPM and that posture was provided by Smt,
Gandhi. The people here had realised that coalitions
are no good and one dominant party was necessary
not only to stabilise the Government but to execute
policies vigorously. Thus CPM and the Congress(R)
emerged as the competing dominant parties in the field.

But the victory of tlie Congress(R) rvas Smt.
Gandhi's creation, as the Congress(R) rvas a new
organisation and even its intemal balance at that time
had not stabilised. Norv that some months have passed
since the 1971 elections and no elected govemment
seems possible any'more till the next elections are held,
how' is the organisational-political position of the
Congress(R) in this State?

Still there are a large number of Congress rvorkers
and Congress slnpirthisers in the State spread out in
the districts, and there is grorving realisation that there
is only one Congress nou' and that is led by Smt. Indira
Gandhi. This sentiment was well expressed by Shri
P. C. Sen, the former Chief \{inister and elder states-
man, soon after the last elections. This sentimcnt r,vas
too true to be then appreciated by those who had just
been busy licking their rvounds. But gradually this is
being realised and the OId Congress is practically
dead, although some of its capable workers are bravely
clinging to the drowning ship.

The rnain driving force in the new Congress is the
youth and students lving, knolvn as the Chhatra
Parishad and Youth Congress. Perhaps the Kerala
model gave them this new style of organisation and
functioning. The other elements in the Congress are
the breakaway traditional Congressmen such as Sri
Bijoy Singh Ntrhar and Tarun Kanti Ghosh. They are
older in age and their style of work is hardly difierent
from the past. It is well-known that Smt. Gandhi
capitalised on this slogan of "youth", and this has cer-
tainly captured tlie imagination of the younger ele-
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ments. Perhaps, the difierence is more psychological
than ideoiogical or programmatic. Perhaps there is an
element of fashion in it, There seems to be a vague
generation gap which is not clearly explainable in
words. Smt. Gandlii was perceptive enough to recog-
nise this difierence and lvas capable enough to rrse it
politically to launch an assault on the oider generation
of Congressmen iu the main.

This older generation of Congressmen even in the
' Congress (It) is' n'ow -on' -the'defcilsive, "after havirfg -

tried to parry the blows for some time. And, seeing the
winds of change, some of them are giving up their
defensive postures too and are surrendering them-
selves to the new leadership of youth. Shri Tarun
Kanti Ghosh may be classed in that category. Shri
Abdul Sattar who is the President of the Ad Hoc Con-
gress Committee can also be counted to come along
this line. Some of them are coming fast and some are
dragging their feet. Slowly most oI them are realising
that their "era" is over and the nerv generation is
taking over. Perhaps these younger elements would be
more considerate and ease the impact of their blow.
it is this gradualness that they are now expecting from
the nerv generation rather plaintively. Of course, there
is another middle group of Congress u'orkers mostly
in the districts (such as say Jainul Abedin, Santosh
lloy, fu'un Nlaitra, Abu Barkat) rvho are neither
"young" nor "old" and who are experienced political
rvorkers and they have gone along with the youthful
leaders, but their background is separate from that of
the Chhatrir I'arishacl and Yula Congress. T'hese Con-
gress workcrs \\'ere either illtreated by the Old
Congress or tl.rev havc, corne over to the nerv Congress
after the split.

The Chhatra Parishad and the Yuva Congress have
consistently pressed for an agitational approach and
organizational effectivity. Th"y grerv out of the self-
defence efforts of the youths against the onslaughts of
the CPNI duling the hey days of the UF. It should be
noted that none of these two organisations are affilia-
ted with the Congress. The Chhatra Parishad has now
grown from a strength of about 17000 in 1969 to over
a lakh today. Sirnilarly the Yuva Congress has passed
the 70,000 ffgure. Both of them have thrown up new
clynamic leadership. For example, Subrata N,Iukherjee
is the President of Chhatra Parishad and is ably sup-
ported by Kumud Bhattacharya, the General Secretary,
Nurul Islam from Kahra, district Burdwan, Shiladitya
Bhattacharya from \Vest Dinajpur. The all-India
Presiclent of Yuv:r Corrgress is Priya Ranjan Das

(Continuetl on page 11)



Re view
Chat:an and tke Troubled Decad,e

T. V. Kunhi Krishnan, Sonraiya Publicirtior-rs, Bornba,v 14
Rs. 32.

interest of the country that the alliance between tle
Prime Ivlinister and "the principal deputy" should
continue and grorv closer and stronger.

In tle tragrc dlama of the split in the Congress
which began with the meethg ol the Congress Par'lia-
rrrentary board which nominated $anjiva heddi as the
Uongiess candidate for the ofice of the President,

ASFMANTRAO CHAVAN, the Finarrce Minisler !'l:lt: committed, as it is admitied in the book, a

_;l*":_"""f='y.i' 
; ;;;";;';it .l:ri{- trJ'f,f,iJ fi1;y1H,llJ.,'#".i:i:$;"if:*}*X"i"-;. rrv rarvuru &evg rllJrJLwu vlt u{9 pvJLvvItgIttgIIL vIpoor peasant tamily, ne nas nsen to manv nlgn Dosr-

iio.r, 
-*d 

even the- higbest in the l""dl t#'piit; :"::t-19 
or at ieast of *re voting' InJo'mation publish-

*;#$;;"",6ilJil;";;i.;;4"T,"^"'b'i# ":,:::i;":l',i""**i ?,:Jil1li""',ri;#r:l3fl
1^":j:^1"::t,Yi:^i:3"^":-Y":.T:^T,'TT: l"fs cient grounds to suspect a plot in the old congressmentroneo at ure tune ot tne two successrons. but he r r '1

did not press his craim. At the time or .h":.piil;'q" fi?*:l'*,ttli:;H,ff",1"il#:t;foT:l*AiJTn:
Congress the position was ofiered to him, but he wisely ;;:- ^1.-,;i ;:::;:'".:::*:::r:;;:,'_:';;::;:, i1e could have then understood the Prime Mrnister sretectec tne ofier as tt woulo nave re,ourred hrm to so , .,;'-:.--"-;"_-:::,:1-_1."::;;:';:;'1**;,":':.';.,o" "reluctance to accept the choice ot the old leaders. Any
Euong wrtn peopre ano polcres u]at ne cucl not uke. _..^.. :L
rt wL this a'ct o? rrigl, statesmanshtp *r,i"f,i#;i'i;; Ijt:-tt,Ii.:^i',:^p:?1"'^li ::tl?t: t*-IxT:^Yly*'

^ ^ ',"""*^": ^"' on an issue like the choice ol a candidate lor thenrm tIIe IOlIOwrng tlrDute IrOm rylr. L;. buDramaruam. D-.^_jr^! r .r hr , '"^:T'*'-*^"' President's post. Chavan made good his initial mistakervno rs now ule naruung rvlrruster anc was.tne* 9T of supportiig Reddi by his sriosequent full-throated
*,*:jt"ffi-"e.{*":t^T:^s Y,':' ^G^"i*:.*",1"r: ;;rn"1 to rhe prime Minister. Bur rhe suspicion trrat$'llrusrer. Mr. JuDrarnaruam sano, as reportect rn t.rle __-::^ - , r

book, "I should pay a tribute to bhavari ,h;.;'#: ]:T,T:"t"d by his initial act appears to be still linger-
r. , r r. r.. ^::"*: inginthePrimeMinister'scamp.orornatec rus own personal rnterest anct prestrge to --" ^ ^

T,T"T'I*"':**":;ti_:l*:-:q:;.:p:li;"fr:i,",'ff J:ffiT,H:?ffi'"ilrXf fi :.,Tit'ffi trT:'"':srup to rurn' ul case l!'lrs' uancuu was made to step avoided if she had taken Chivan and others into con-down."Ar r .. . fidence and told thern of her choice well ahead of time.ullavan nas attarneo urrs posruon rn the country r.f _ r,- | . f, . r r r. r -'- -;T'.^r Mr. Kunhi Krishnan has described the position as

I:T.::j ?lIJ::1-:'iIT:::":1::,T,?:^9:_'1.T foilows: "rn Bangalore atso she could haie had herIorwalo. -ne Decame tne mOSt profiunent leader of the __.-_- c.

::lrl-*w*y:"rri":*;di;ffi!;'[]il,"?i,,i*""f tl";l;*i3lilinfi*ff :?ffii:,J,$ffon ure basrs ot tne support and love anct esteem tllat j_ !L - ^nn r il r

he won in rhe state through his own *"'i:i#;T; 1*:.""o and also because she u'der-es[imated the

manner in which he hanilJir the anairs . &{{i::[i :ff13*f #:: Xilt"::?'"ilf[i",::?"fi"n::ri*,ttpersuaded Nehru to make him the Defence Minister. ;;; _ , . r

His spectacurar rise "to &zzy hirghtr i";'"uri;?i; cPll members tor her candidates till a few hours

No. 12 to No. 2 in the cabinet *u, "tJii*' ,o'ii, before. the meeting"'

efficicnt arrcr Ioyar discharge of the duties en'tlir;fi; ^rT:,t 
practice of keeping her counsel to herself and

liim first as Defence Minister, iater as rr"-Jrri#a", :ir::^t_ 
sharing it even with close collaborators like

a'd in recent times as Finance Minister. il;:^fir;hn cli"* appears to have continued even after the
t,.t r . r. .r r ..;'--' split.'I'hatistheimpressionthatonegetsfromther\rrsnnan nas glven a oetauecl account ot the manneT
in which Chivan 6,g1"a &e oblgau; 

'---;^:;"':^ account in the book of the post-split events. Particul-

offices to the satisfacrion of the prime l,nhr:ff3 "ttv {t:t.e? mi{;term poti,.tt'"'rtime Minister-has
, '_:-::-'_ ^'^uuervr' urv acquired lor herself a predominat position in the Con-

.Harliament and the country. __:- ^After rhis long record of 
'nstinted 

service, therc fl:i:: rvell as in the **:ll::1lT: l"::-l::"I rr r
shou.rd have been no question 

"uout 
ct"u*lJi";;". :tl,ur*:j"ll""tive 

thinking as well as collective decision'

His prace in rhe top reatership of the conffi*iil #i#fft"Ji#""tr H#:,:"il::rfril!hT#i;Government should have been secure' more parti- ;;;; advisers at some places but does not namecularly when, as should be clear from the statements lir"-.-ff,i, J;;l th";b"oiph"r" in which " p"rro'
recorded by Mr. Kunhi Krishnan, there is no ideolo- l*"-bU""* can give his besi to the Governmeirt and
gical or programmatic difierence between him and the the country.
Prime Minister. But, if rec€nt press reports are to be The attempt that Chavan made to avoid the split in
believed, there-appears to be some uncertainty on the the Congresi earned for him the distrust of both
poi-nt- _It is to be lroPgd that the reports are not true groups, fhut ir always the fate of wellmeaning peace-
and "that Mr. Kunhi Krishnan is correct in his estimate iiak6.s. But he need not have made tle attem"pi if, as
that Chavan'is 

-today firmly entrenched as the princi- stated by Mr. Kuntti Krishnan, ..he distrusied the
pal deputy to the Prime Minister"' It is greatly in the syn&cate and knerv that its members rvere interested



Freedom First

in power as an end in itself and not as an instrument
for social change" and if, as stated by him, "the
Congress(O) leaders did not have the people's sup-
port. They rvere, in fact, sorne sort of a reactionary
group, backward-looking people, hide-bound." The
split in that case was desirable. And as later events have
proved, the Congress gained rather than lost as a result
of that event.

It is difficult to understand why Mr. Kunhi
Krishnan has chosen to weave the story of "the
troubled decade" with the story of Chavan's rise to
eminence in Delhi. The argument that "his ( Chavan's )
life and work serve as a binding thread to put to-
gether the story of the decade" does not sound con-
vincing..T.he book as., a whole..tells .rnore-.about the
decade and its troubles than about Chavan, though
the story is interspersed with many quotations from
Chavan giving his views on the issues that cropped up.
The quotations will be useful to a future biographer
and it must be said to the credit of Mr, Kunhi
Krishnan that he has au'akened enough interest in
the Iife and work of Chavan for students of political
affairs to Iook out for a detailed narrative of his rise
from a poor peasant boy to one of the topmost posi-
tions in the country.

The book is well-written and v"'el1-produced.
S.D.

(Continued from page 7)

politicians \r'ant to make us beliele. The richer nations
are not so interested in cheap goods. Expert salesman-
ship, marketing and improvemer.rt of cluaiitv are factors
that count and bring profits.

But irll thosc ecol.romic issues are seconclar)r pl'o-
bler.r.rs. Of major in.rpoltance is the fact that the ccono-
mic uuion l'ill be follori'ecl sooner or later by an
attractive political union u,hich could end the cen-
turies of hatred, murder and hr.uliliation on the
continent.

The fmstrating part of the u'hole story is that there
seems to be no easy way for the Eastern European
countries to come closer torvards the Community, or
vice t'ersa.

Where the solution is to be found however, was
clearly pointed out by the Norrvegian Storting Nobel
Committee, by au'arding the Nobel Peace Prize for
1971 to the West German Federal Chancellor Willy
Brandt for his policy "to stretch out his hands in recon-
ciliation towards former enemy countries."

Let us hope and look fonvard to and strive-with the
words of the late President J. F. Kennedy-for "a
Europe united and strong, speaking rvith a common
voice, acting ri,ith a common r,vill, a u'orld power
capable of meeting rvorld problems as a full and eq,ral
partner", v'hich could be "a nucletrs for the eventual
union of ;rll frce men."
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]VIOCK AIR RAID
"Saadi"

+

E OR one full week the Direc'torate of Civil Defences
r- and the Home Guards told us through press, radio,
banners and posters that there would be mock air raid
exercises on Sunday, Srd October. Th"y even announ-
ced the spots where these exercises would be held.
We were told that sirens w'ould sound at lhe "approach
of eneiny bombers", there would be complete
black out, "enemy bombs" would fall on buildings,
there would be a chain of casualties, then all clear
signal 'rvill be given. Fire Brigades and ambulances
yould rush to the gpq!;,.9.gter the "bornbed".building-s.
and take out the "dead" and the "injured' and "rush
them to hospitals". We were told all this would hap-
pen in a matter of minutes.

We all became enthusiastic that the Directorate of
Civil Defence and the Home Guards have risen to t]le
occasion after all. There was a real threat of Pakistani
aggression; horv can we keep quiet? If war starts, there
may be bombardments, destruction, casualties and
rvhat not. Hence we must organise out civil defences;
w-e must safeguald against every kind of threat, we as
citizens, must be prepared for every eventuality. So we
blessed tire Directorate of Civil Defenee and the Home
Guards and patiently waited for the day when we
would learn how to effectively cooperate in our civil
defence.

One of the spots announcea for the air raid exer-
cises rvas rvhere the Dhanraj N{ahal and Readymoney
building are situated at Apollo Bunder. \Iy family and
I reachecl the spot half an hour earlier rvith a view to
occupy a vantage point to watch the exercise. There
was already quite a huge crowd-men, women and
cirildren jostling agirinst one anotirer to see rvhat was
coming. Constantly loud-speakers blared about the
gland perfolmancs \ve were going to rvitness. There
was complete police bandobast and home guards were
on the watchl The announcer on the loud-speaker said,
"Attention, attention please. The sirens will sound,
lights will go off, enemy planes have been sighted,
they are approaching. After the "all clear" signal, ffre,
brigade and ambulances will rush and take the "dead"
and "inlured" to hospitals. "Be careful and watch"!

We watched. After five minutes sirens sounded.
Lights went ofi. "Bombs" fell, they sounded more like
crackers. People rushed hither and thither; they
laughed at the funny way the "bombs" fell and
sounded.

After a few minutes, there was "all clear" signal'
Lights were on. The crowd waited and waited, fire
brigades and ambulances did not rush in. Fifteen,
twenty, thirty minutes passed, nothing happened. At
the stroke of about the S5th minute an ambulance

(Continued on page 71)
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COIfGRESS lN WEST BENCAL-Continued. from page 8

Ivfunshi supported by Sudip Banerjee, Lakhikanta
Bose, Pradip Bhattacharya, Ananda Mohan Biswas,

l'heir pattern of activity during the bdef reginr.e of
the Democratic Coaiition Government, of rvhich
Congress(R) was the major constituent, clearly shows
that the Chhatra Parishad and the Yuva Congress pro-
pose to maintain continuous pressure on any regime
that is in power, with public agitation, verging on
popular issues, particularly those affecting ihe iives of
the urban poor.

The Congress (R) horvever has still to build up its
own organisation. Its success was most spectacular in
North Bengal and Central district and local units are

" ''''"""'''''"'still'to"Lte set up and many newer'afeas have to be
covered. Today youths and students are pouring in
hundreds and thousands. But the problem is to train
them up and give them political work under strict
supervision. The leadership of the yoyths is too small
in numtier and too inexperienced to take up this huge
rvork rvhen field activity is taking too much of its time.

Another kind of pressure that is growing on the nelv
leadership is that the large number of enthusiastic sup-
porters from among the unemployed and the urban
poor are pressing for employment and some of them
are even reported to be exerting pressure on local
people to coliect unauthorised donations. Fortunately
the Yuva Congress and Chhatra Parishad leadership are
taking strong disciplinary action against such ventu-
res.

This 1'outhful leadership has recently ventured into
the trade union field too. Lakhi Bose, Ram Piyari Ram
have gone into action and there is, of course, the vete-
ran Kali Mukherjee. K. K. Shukla of the older group
has iinkcd up r.vith them. Ananda Ntuklierjee of
Durgapur Steel INTUC is also thinking of joining the

. new Congress. Debanshu Mukherjee is looking after
the trade union cell. Some other veteran trade union
leaders are also contemplating joining the Congress(R).

Thus, the new Congress is really getting renovated
having rescued the old name from the old leaders. New
leaders are coming forward, a new dynamism prevails,
a new conffdence is in the air. The older generation of
Congressmen tried to arrest this wave and after some
cold rvar internal politics they have given way,
although some of them feel that it is time to lie low.
The present Ad Hoc Committee appears to reflect the
relation of forces within the party with the balance
in favour of the new leadership. But this is a transi-
tional arrangement. The party is undergoing a total
transformation in terms of style, activity, membership,
wholetimers, financial backing etc. and only after some
time an election among rnembers lvould indicate the
true balance.

Freedon liirst

Minorities in Russia

'T\HE 
story of the Russian treatment of their Crimean

I Totar and Volga German minoriiies is documented
in the latest report published by the ivtinority Iiights
Group, the independent research and inlormatron
trust.

This year is the 50th anniversary of Lenins glant to
the Tatars of their autonomous republic, whrch was
revoked by Stalin and has not been restored. tlntil Gen.
Grigorenko and some other Russians took up their
cause and pubiicly campaigned for the restoration
of the Crimean Tatars' nghts, little was heard about
the plight of the Tatars.

During the Second World War, Stalin deported en
bloc to Llentral Asia seven''Soviet nationalitres (totall.
ing some 1.5 million peopie) either to prevent, or as
a punishment for, alleged wholesale collaboration rvith
the Germans-although many of them had lought with
distinction in the Russian army.

Mr. Khrushchev, in his famous.speech at the 20th
party congress in 1956, included these deportations in
his catalogue of Stalin's crimes. In 1957, Soviet decrees
were passed reconstituting the autonomous territories
of five of the seven nationalities. But, for Crirnean
Tatars and Volga Germans there was no such restitu-
tion and has not been since.

Despite prosecutions, says the report, the Crimean
Tatars who now number about 3,00,UJ0 have not ceased
to campaign for equality of rights with the other
nationalities of the USSR which Lenin had granted
them. While protesting theA loyalty to communism,
they claim that the manner in which they were deport-
ed to Uzezekistan (near Afghanistan) resulted in the
death of tliousands of them during and after the
journey.

The surviving Volga Germans (rr'ho had been sent
beyond the Urals) were eventually "politically rehabi-
litated" in 1964 and the Crimean Tatars in September
1967. But the report alleges that neither group has
been allowed what both principally want: Repatria-
tion to their homes and the restoration of their auto-
nomy.

(Continued fron page 70)

came. A few people jumped out of it and started
smokingl Yet ten minutes passed and no sign of ffre
brigades. Spectators were fed up. All sorts of remarks
were made. The crowd started dispersing. Then we
suddenly heard the sound of the ffre brigade, Two fue
brigades came. They showed no sign of hurry, no
sense of rushing to bring out the casualties. By this
time the crowd was so tired that it just walked off.
What happened later is just a mystery. Was it a serious
mock air-raid exercise or just a farce, we wondered.

Reports revealed that similar rvere the experiences
at other spots.
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With h{any Voices
\:[oans round rvith nrany voices. Come, "Ji:ti:;l'Tis not too lrrte to seek a newer world."

-Tenngson.

The Soviet Union is no longer a have-not nation, nor The world trend is toward peace-not war.
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is it a revolutionary State.

-Girija K. Mookerjee, Indian Express, October B.

management of private industry
with socialism.

-Tlrc Statesman, Octaber 6.

-:-

-David Lawrence, U.S. News &World Report,
October 18.

This epitomizes the real ffght that it was-Politicians
versus Bureaucrats. Mr. Ganguli was but a symbol.

-The Currenf, October 23.

The Fourth Plan is dead and however clever the
Government might be in argument or in manipulation
of ffgures or in coining slogans, this fact cannot remain
hidden' 

-Jatnta,october 17.

The Communists already have started working for
engineering another split among Congressmen with the
help of their 'progressivd friends.

-Thought, October 16.

There rvas a legitimate feeling.that the Soviet Union
u'anted to be on two boats-friendly with India without
offending Pakistan.

-E. lvl. S. Namboodiripad, lndian Express,
October 13.

The discrepancies between the Soviet stand after
-\lrs. Ganclhi r,vent to \,Ioscow and the Soviet stancl
after Kosygin's visit to Algiers go far beyond &plo-
matic flexibility.

-March of the Nation, October 23.

Horv rnrrny more times does it need to be said that
these refugees (Bangla Desh) should be seen as the
responsibility of the u'orld community of nations, and
not just of India?

-Src;fss Press Review and Neus Repoft, October 18.

The clifierence of course is that our Government has
in effect handed over our country to the Soviet, while
the British Government is bent on keeping Britain free
and independent.

-Oytinion, October 12

During its two spells in office the CPM did all it
could to contaminate the administration politically.

-Sivadirs Banerjee, Tintes of lnrlia, October 27.

A professionalised
is not incompatible

If you wish to call a bureaucratic economy a socialist
economy just because ownership is vested in the
nation I have no quarrel. But that is not my conception
of socialist economy.

-J ayaprakash Narayan, H inclu"stha 16::# 
fi,

The tragedy of Indian radicalism is that those who
are the victims of the worst forms of exploitation have
chosen to remain aloof from the mainstream of our
class struggle.

-lanata, October 3.

F

The Congress (R ) must learn the hard s'ay that
conformity is not the same thing as commitment, dis-
sent is cli$erent from defiance and those s'ho refuse
to submit to regimentation are not necessariil' raising
the banner of revolt.

-G. K. Reddy, The Hindu, October 12.

The Arab rvorlcl toclirv takes us for grantccl :rnd
believes that we neither need any quid pro quo, nor
nrerit a reciprocal beau geste.

-Asoka N{elrta, The Statemtnn, October 12.
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