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'A TALE OF TWO CITIES' 
Manjula Padmanabhan 

I F the \\·orlcrs great cities were stage personalities, 
Berlin would undoubtedly play the Tragic Muse. 

Here is a city isolated by its own boundaries, split in 
nvo by the pen·ersities of international sh·ife, a con­
stant reminder of a thirty years old trauma. The very 
name Berlin conjures up visions of a grim wall, several 
metres high, embellished with guards and barbwire, 
the atmosphere charged with political tension. 

West Berlin is anything but tragic. Its streets are 
bright, clean and colourful. City <.:entres pulse with 
activity, the conservative facades of oldstyle buildings 
rub shoulders comfortably with unconventional 
modern constructions, wide esplanades are lined with 
gay shops and restaurants of every description. The 
wall, that focus of all attention, turns out to be little 
more than a very ordinary brick structure, which un­
obtrusively snakes in and out of the drabber sections 
of the dty. In places it completely disappears; one 
suddenly becomes aware of a row of dismal buildings 
with thE'ir windows and doors bricked up, even as one 
is b~il1g told that this, too, is the Wall. In a more 
desolate locality, the street ends abruptly, with two 
roughly constructed platforms from which one can 
view the drab realities of East Berlin. Across an empty 
field where once had stood residential buildings, one 
sees old, dull tenements a few deserted streets sh·etch­
ing bleakly into the tlistance, and a child playing 
hopscotch alone. On the pavement on which one stands 
there are a couple of crude iron crosses, one caught 
in a web of barb wire, the other hung with a blackened 
iron wreath; at these sites East Berliners had jumped 
to their death in a desperate attempt to escape. One 
lingers a 'few minutes, and then the tourist bus whisks 
one nway, the images fadil1g as one passes through yet 
another channing residential area, with shaded lanes 
and little villas. 

It was a long drive to Checkpoint Charlie on the 
grey Sunday moming that we decided to go into East 
Berlin. \Ve were a group of five, myself, another Indian 
girl, a Swiss boy and a middle-aged 'i\'est German 
couple who had offt-red to take us for a visit in their 
car. Being foreigners, the thrt-e of us were dropped 

at the Ameri<.:an aperture in the Wall while our friends 
proceeded the gate reserved for German citizens 
only. 111e road on either side was flanked by low 
white buildings with two rows of B.imsy looking 
barricades barring the passage across. " ' e went 
into the .first entry and presented our passports to a 

surly-looking officer behind ;.;lass. He neither smiled 
nor cxchaugecl pkasantries as he solemnly checked us 
against our photographs. One could not help but notice 
the flakes of dandrnff in his blond hair. In the next 
room there was a crO\.vd of Foreigners, mostly South 

( Continued 011 page 14) 



Between You r~_,. Me and The La1np Post 

'Kerensky with a Monocle' 

T i llS is the apt title under which the London Eco­
nomist has described the C\'ents in Portugal which 

11ave moved from white fascism to red fascism. This 
is a sad denouement for the hopes aroused by the 
liberation last April. 

It must be conceded that the debacle has been 
caused not only by communist treachery, which is only 
to be expected, but the naive ty of President Spinola. 
Inspired by the noble idea of restoring democracy in 
Portugal and giving freedom to the colo~ies in AfTica, 
he allowed the communists to infiltrate mto the ranks 
of the an11y and to hand over the p eoples of the colonies 
to armed gangs of guerillas who arC' manipulated by 
the Soviet Union or China and are utterly unrepresen­
tative of the peoples of the colonies. At the same time, 
he allowed the communists lo capture strategic posi­

tions at home. 
\:Vhen at last President Spinola awoke from his 

dream, it was already too late. When he appealed ~o 
the silent majority to assert itself at a mass rally, Ius 
colleagues vetoed the meeting and allowed armed com­
n~nni~t gangs to ro::un in the streets and make. a .coup 
which resulted in ousting Spinola and establJshmg a 
Man..isl monopoly of the government. 

In a pathetic broadcast oo the eve of his 'resign a­
tion', Spinola attacked those who are h·yi,ng to instal 
a ·new JJ.od of slavery' in the name of a false demo­
cr<~t"-'. H ow reminiscent all tl1is is of the wny L enin 
and I tis Bubhe\ ik:. maul' a COtiiJ (l'c./at ill Petrognld on 
November 7, 1947, and ousted Kerensky. 

flow long will it take for those like Spinola lo recog­
nise Lhe nah1re of the communist beast and learn that 
communist parties are not poUtical parties b11t a con­
spiratural Fiflh Culwuu OIJ~atillg at tllB u iclalt!S uf 

loscow or PeJdng? 
Those who rely on Foreign f\l(inister Soares, who 

leads the Socialist Party, to save Portltgal are relying 
, on a broken reed. So:ues has already declared himself 

to h.:· a ".\ larx.ist-Leuinist", and we all know what that 
mean~ I 

'\ ("'ntmlmist domin:ltcd Porh•gnl will ht> .1 da~ger 
ptlint<'d al the heart of 'iVc~tcrn Europ0 <111 cl r •\ TO. 

SomL' ria\' we in India too may have to pay for the 
rc:;pedahility which the P•:imc. ~Till.istcr anJ the .Press 
have gh en to the comm\lotsts m tins eonutry. 'VJlness 

their •ecc-nt performance abo\lt Krishna }.t enon and 

Dangc. 

Britain in " Lollipop Land'' 

SO tlw generaJ e lections in Britain have come and 
gone. There has been little change in the result 

except that Mr. Harold Vlilson's Labour Government, 
which was a minori ty government, has now a magni­
ficent majority of three over the other parties! It is a 
technical improvement which hardly justiJies the cost 
and wear-and-tear of a general e lection. 

From the economic point of view, a Labour Govern­
ment with a majority is the worst of all possible solu­
tions. Lord Robens, a former Labour Cabinet minister, 
said a week before the election that a majority Labour 
Government would take Britain '1lell-bent down an 
economic path which this country will regret very 
much indeed." 

Another oommcntator l1as observed that H arold 
Wilson is the only beneficiary in "Lollipop Land". By 
t:apitu1ating to the TUG, which is itself heavily infil­
trated by the Communists, the Labour Government 
will inevitably open the floodgates of inflation wider. 
A major econ(lJOic collapse in Britain is the like ly re­
:wlt in W75 or 1976. Two or three by-elections under 
such conditions will mean that the "knife-edge majo­
rity". as the L011dnn Times describes it, or the wafer­
thin majority as it hao; also heen described, wilJ melt 
nwav :mel th<• future of Brit~ in will once again be in the 
... I ilL l'' f. 

{ndeetl, no stability is likely unless electoral rcfomt 
with some measure of Proportional Representation io; 
introduced. 'Wilh 39.5 per cent of the voles polled, 
Labour has secured n bogus majority in the House of 
Commons. while Lhe Liberals, securing 18 per cent of 
the votes polled, could get only eleven seats in tht> 
HousC'. l':o wonder ~l r. Jeremy Thorpe, the L iheral 
lrader. has d escrih C'd the British electoral systcrn as 
"obscene'' and observed: "Once again a goven1mcn~ 
has been rctur nccl to w hich a majority uf the e lec­
torate is opposed:' 

\Vha.l \1 r. Tht>rpC' complains about ha<; bec·n th..: fal· · 
of ~his country since 1 ndcpcndencc when w< ''l'l')' liO· 
wisely acccptNl the British system nf. £'1N:I ~nn !n the 
Cc.n'ititucnt As:,cmhly thou~h your Fchtor rl1d Ius b£'~1 
to prcve>nt it. 

Now thr~ evil-; 11f the British system arc rl"htm)np: 

\ 



home to roost. It is good to know that a group within 
the Conservative Party has started advocating reform 
in the electoral sy'item in the interests of fairplay. Will 
the Labour Party, which claims to be the champion 
of social justice, a lso develop a. conscience? One doubts 
il as long as ~ l r. Harold Wilson leads it. 

Sikkjm Annexed 

I N our August issue we had warned about the erod­
ing of the freedom of Sikkim and the ugly symptoms 

of imperialism in Delhi. Now, with the 36th Amend­
ment, which has facilitated "Sikhmese representation" 
in Indian Parliament. that process has been completed. 
It is both a breach of faith with the Chyogal and a 
betrayal of the freedom to the people of Sikkim to a 
group of politicos who have grabbed power. 

\Vhat is particularly shameful is the silence of the 
democratic parties in Parliament like the }ana Sangh, 
the Aka lis, the Mus lim League, the Republican Party 
and Kerala Congress who all joined in supporting the 
36th Constitution Amendment Bill. Poor Rajaji would 
have shed tears if he had heard Mr. P. K. Deo support­
ing the spirit of the Amendment. It is perhaps just as 
weU that since then Mr. Deo has stopped disgracing 
the label of Swatantra and found a new home for him­
self. 

Opinion in its issue of September 10, aptly asks: 
"Were you a Bhutanese. a Nepali, a Bangladeshi, a 
Ceylonese, what would your instinctive reaction be 
to the news that India has made Sikkim, an indepen­
d ent state though protected b y it, an Associate State 
of tl1e Indian Union? Wouldn't your feelings imme­
diately be: '"By God, they've taken over Sikklln'. It's 
become in real ity a province of India, whatever the 
fancy name by which they choose to call it. The usual 
Indian cunning, too, a ll on account of the people's will 
they say. We know that people's will!" 

'A Russian Woodstock' 

T HAT the Soviet way of dealing with modem art 
is to use bulldozers, dumpers and sprinkler wagons 

was brought to world notice on September 15, 1974. 
when plain clothes hooligans, who changed later into 
police uniforms. used these methods to break up an 
attempt b y ~l oscow artists and painters to organise 
an open-air display of modern art. It was not th e plain­
clothes policemen who were sent to prison for hooligan­
ism. but the artists who were sentenced . Foreign cur­
respondents present were beaten 11p and their cameras 
~m.tsh~o:LI. 

t\~ it hnpp('n~ . Sir Norman [kid , Director of the Tate 
C:\IJery in England. \\Wi ah0ut to make an official visit 
to \!fpscow to organise a loan of pniotiugs to Llint 

F1ccdom First 

country for a Turner bicentenary exhibition next spring. 
Sir Norman promptly cancelled his visit to Mosco\\', 

\V1Jcthcr it is for this or for some other reason, the 
municipal authorities io Moscow later made an an­
nouncement to a group of "unofficial" artists that they 
could hold a display of their art. This victory of the 
artists over the NKVD was celebrated on September 
~9 when more than 10,000 people Hocked to see the 
show at a ~ fosc.:ow park. Four of the officia1 artists and 
•nembers of tl1e Official Artists' Union even defied the 
official warning not to take part in the show and 
attended it. 

A French d iplomat descdbed the scene in tl1e Izme­
lov J';\rk on the eastern edge of Moscow as a "Russian 
Woodstock'', and somebody else remarked that it 
looked more like Paris than Moscow. '"It is the first 
time in half a century we have had such a show", was 
a re111ru·k b y a Moscow literary critic. "This is only the 
beginning and not the end," said an art student. That, 
however, still rt>mains to be seen. 

1An Unmitigated Disaster' 

THE acceptance of false priorities on the part of 
Delhi had yet anotlter occasion for display when 

the World Population Conference sponsored by the 
United Nations met in tl1e Soviet occupied Bulgaria 
in August 1974. The spokesmen of the Indian Govern­
ment joined witl1 other backward countries in saying 
that the population problem can be solved through 
economic development rather than by birth control. 
This view was naturally supported by the Soviet Union 
and its satellites because of the 'nnti-neo Mallliusian" 
view held by all Marxists. It also fitted in with Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi's amazing reply to Mr. Khush­
want Singh in an interview with the Illustmted. 
Weekly last year when she said that she was not 
worried about the population problem in India! 

No wonder Mr. Khushwant Singh, writing from 
Switzerland says: "Informal discussions with the dele­
g .Llcl> '' ho l~t~d ht•t n to I lw ·world Populatiou Confer­
ence in Bucharc:-t reveal that it has been an unmiti­
gated disaster." 

Dadabhoy Naoroji Award 

FOR their selection of ~Ir. A. D. Gorwa1a for .this 
year's Dadahhoy Naoroji Award, the Trustees of 

the Dadabhoy Naoroji Memorial Trust deserve to b e 
congratulated on a most appropriate choice of the re­
cepient. At a time when dedicated and sincere persons 
rarely get recognition, it is comoling to see that at least 
occasionnlly som0 s~1c.h mf'O and women are puhlicly 
h0'1CHrr• •d. }1.\ in thi~ C''l~t~ anrl that 0f Shrimati M. S. 
Suhhaluxmi, om ~rent singer who sings almost exclu­
'iively for (·had tv. in being given the Ramon Magsaysay 
Award '" the Phillipines. 



JOSEPH STALIN: MAN AND LEGEND 

HE had stal'tud his political caruer <IS a th11g, nrg;ttti-
s ing bank robberies, inciting riots, and in similar 

ways IH·ovi.ding muscle for tho rm·olution:uy cmu;e. 
Like most men of this stamp he earned a certain 
notoriety, but his repul'ation was strictly local and it is 
a safe b et that nobody outside his home pro\'ince had 
heard of Joseph Dzhugashvili. 

Yet this man would one dny wield more power tlu\n 
Ivan and Peter and Catherine comhined. ht' the ml­
challcngcd arbHer of life and death tv u1lllions of his 
countrymen, scare the nations of the world out of their 
wits and, after his death, be exposed as a cold-blooded 
mass killer whose record neither Cenghis Khan nor 
Hitler could hope to match. 

On tl1e face of it one who could rise from total 
obscurity to bestride the world must have b een nn 
extraordinary figure, yet until he came to occupy the 
ccnh·e of the stage, D zhugashvili remained a uon­
en,~t)•, a fac~less creature wl1o was aptly described as 
n grey blur . 

This ability to mel'ge with the background, to keep 
ambition well concealed below a lnyer of mediocrity, 
was the future Stalin's greatest asset. Ambitious men 
migl1t be wary of their peers; but who could possibly 
regard as dangerous this uncouth son of :1 drunken, 
wife-beating Georgian? Besides, it took brains to reach 
the top and, although his expertise in dirty doings was 
unquestioned, few around him were willing to c1·edit 
the dictator-in-the-making with anything like a mind . 

A good many shrewd and sensible folk were to pay 
for the blunder with their lives. For although the 
dazzling menlal accomplishments o£ Lenin were be­
yond his reach, the young Georgian had from the start 
a low cunning, an uncanny gift for judging the 
strengtl1s and weaknesses of his opponents, total rutl1-
1C's~m·ss and ahovt· all, tlw ability lu gnin the tl'11st of 
hi'> victims even \vhile he was plotting their downfall. 

That: a man of Stalin's b:-~ ckground could bamboozle 
annies of practised intriguers is strange enough, that 
such a singularly evil creatme could manage quite 
convh1cinglr to establish his claim to sainthood of a 
sort is inc.rcdiblc. For 110t only d.id millions of Russians 
genuinely revere this monster, bu t even his victims 
often marched to their deaths with litanies to Stalin 
on their lips. The Father of the Proletariat (who had 
a groat sense of humour ) must hnvC' ulljoyed it 
hugely ... 

Lossf't mortals might not bC' quite !W entlutsia~tic 
ai{Out devions plots deviQ\tsly executf'cl nr men damn­
ing themselves as traitors "for the sake of the cause'', 
yet if one keeps squeamishness finn!~: at bay they 
make' a fascinating tale. The theme isn't f'xactlv uc>w 
but the ln I ~·«t t.''l)lnnnt ion 0f ,,·h ~tt made Stn 1tn tic'.k 

has becu hancUed n~markably well in a recent bouk 
by Ronald Ringley; Joseph StaNn.: Mo11 a-ncl Legt:nd.. 
(Published by Hutchinson and Co. Ltd.. Loncl•~ll . 
). Jarketed i11 India by B. I. Publications, Bombay.) for 
the general reader this is cel'ta.inly among the b t•,<;l 
recenl biographies of the man wh o, even more th;m 
Lenin, made So\'iet Hussia whnt it is today. 

~vir. Bingley loathes Stalin, as any decent man must. 
At the same time he admires tbe hnmensity of hi.; 
talents, warped though they were. The earlier stand­
ard works were inclined to regard Stalin as a creatttre 
of events rathe1· than n moulder of history. These 
cm·lier biographers stressed the poverty of Stalin's 
intellect, forgetting that it was this very aspect of his 
character that deluded his opponents into imagining 
they were crossing swords with a dullard. · 

Climb to the Top 

Mr. Ringley corrects tl1e picture. I n joseph St-alit~: 
Man and L C[!.Bild, he argues that high intellect may 
he dispensed will• i( one has feral instincts, 11ative 
shrewdness, a fixed goal and a totaJ lack of conscience. 
Stalin had all these qualities. H e was also a con­
summate actor who could take slights iu stride and 
bide his Hmc till he could avenge them. Since he ~vas 
nJso adept at poliUcal infighing, had a gambler's will­
ingness to take Jisks, and the d evil's own luck, it is not 
surprising thnt his dimh to the top was littered with 
corpses ... 

At a time when Leoiu was a kind of atl1eistic god­
h ead Stalin not only defied bim, but clashed headlong 
with him on a personal level-and survived. Faced 
witlt amb;tious aspirants to the vacant throne who 
were clearly better than himself, h e encompassed 
tlwir downfall ~ft•p by step. playing- nnt• ::tg<tinst tlw 
otlwr, hatching outrageous plots which seemed fore­
cloorn('d to failure. but which succeeded simply be­
eausc.· his mind , limited in othel' ruspects, had ao 
infinite capacity for probing ml"n's weaknesses and 
using them for his own ends. 

Mr. Hinglc>y has no love for Stalin; tl1e last sentence 
of l1is prdact~ bluntly expresses the hope that we shall 
never look npon his like again. Yet almost against his 
wilt his adrniration set>ps through . Though he finnly 
shttes tl1at men who se('k to organjse others for their 
own good nrc dep1·nved rather than virtnous, though 
hC' Wl"ll knows that att<·1npts to substitute n perfect 
society for ~Ul impt~.rkd t iiJC IISllnlly crente hell on 
l!arlh, though he acknowledges that Utopias built by 
politicttl means do wore lHlflt) tlt:ut good-be finally 
concludes that none of these goals is possible unless the 
mnn whn sr·ek~ l:o alta in thf'm is _•mmethin~ of n j!enius. 



,\ V!;l!ll ill<'l' lVi J 

A~ ~lr. lli11glu) p oints uut , \ ery evil men muy yet 
he very clever, tho,.1gh by a merciful dispensation 
po1iticians are often rather stupid, so that their capa~ 
city for mischief is much reduced; but about Stalin, 
Mr. Hingloy has no doubts. As a p olitician. Stalin was 
intelligent enough to de-5troy superior opponents and 
towards the end of his lif<:: destroyed the spirit of tlw 
nation itself without anybody being able to stop hirn. 

Mr. Ringley's biography, while fairly compre­
hensive, is nol cluttered with details of value only to 
the specialist. While he skims rather briefly over later 
periods in Stalin's life, (the era of the Great Terror, 
for example ), he d eals at considerable length with the 
C'arly years, about which much Jess is generally known. 
ln k<:Jcping witl• his professed aim l1e carefully sifts 
fact from the fiction that was added later on h)' hacks 
operating on Stalin's own orders. 

Yet if it demolishes a good many myths, this book 
makes it clear that tl1e later Stalin was no aberration. 
For his exercises in megalomnnia to h e at all possible 
Stalin had earlier had to 1ny the foundations, and this 
he did brilliantly. Aware that a premature confronta­
tion would be cUsastrous he worked patiently towards 
supreme authority by deliberately playing second fiddle 
to his b etters, by keeping his ambitions in check, by 
making a great show of b eing tl1e obedient follower, 
and by deliberately playing down any hint of capability 
or tlesirc for leadership. 

There is something hortifying in the spectacle of old 
friends willingly entering the traps Stalin h as laid for 
them. It is d readful to watch Trotsky, with all his a.JTO­
gance and l1i~ ability, being destroyed in a battle of 
wits witl1 an "inferior" wh om he regarded with open 
contempt. 

13ut all these things are lamiliar enough and have 
been treated at length by others. Where Mr. Hingley 
really breaks new ground is in dealing with the myths 
that surrounded Stalin in his lifetime. Though many 
writers have touched on Stalin's h abit of rewriting 
history and pmjecting himself as something better 
than Jw was, Mr. lfinglev de;-~ls with tho subject com­
prehensively, HTill at tlw ~ucl ouc is convinced that witl • 
all his contempt for the trflppings of power (which 
was genuine enough ) Stalin was pathetically eager to 
make out that he was better than everybody else, even 
when he knew that no mtional mnn could possibly 
believe this. 

Perhaps the best pl'oof of how intensely Stalin craved 
aHection and admiration is his own ironical claim in the 
offici a 1 "Short Biography" that "Stalin never allowed 
his work to be marred by the slightest hint of vanity or 
conceit'''. Sometimes men reveal the truth even as they 
lie to higl1 henve11 . . . 

Mr. Hinglt•y is scrupulously fair. Where otl1ers have 
di~missed Stnlin's economic theories as mbhish, he 

( Crmt{ll ft('(l em 7w~r I) ) 
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TO SAY GOOD OF THE EVIL DEAD 
IS TO DO EVIL TO THE LIVING GOOD 
(We print below utt article which appea,red in Mr. A.D. Gorwala's Opinion of October 15, 1974) 

.... TO the living we owe consideration, to the dead 
only judgement,' ' said Vo1taire. With us in India 

l•owever it .is dillerent. Let a man die, and provided 
he bas been prominent while alive, not only are l1.is 
sins forgotten but in him virtues are discovered that 
were never evident before. And this failure of judge­
ment affects not just those interested in the man or 
ordinary people influenced by them, but even the best 
amongst us. 

There could not be a better man in public life today 
than Jayaprakash Narayan. The real nature of Krishna 
Menon. his deeds to the country's detriment, cannot 
have been hidden from h.im. Yet, on M enon's death, 
says JP, the country has lost "a most distinguished 
servant and patriot." He goes on to testify to his sin­
cerity and integrity, and sorrowfully to conclude that 
the place Menon "has left vacant in the country's pub­
lic life will never be £lied." Anyone unafFected by the 
particular sentimentality which death seems to bring 
out so strongly in us Indians would say "Thank God, 
may it not be filled!"' For what was Krishna Menon? 
A Crypto-Communist', a Misuser of Public Funds, a 
Promoter of Infiltration, a Destroyer of Service Morale, 
a Maker of False Claims, a Catalyst of Aggression. If 

JP judged him to be a person of great integrity, surely 
he can !save no complaint against the present Govern­
meut of Bihar, its Chief Minister or the Prime Minister, 
corrupt as they may be. From the point of view of his 
judgement, t11eir misfortune it would seem is that they 
are alive. Were they to attain the same state as Krishna 
Menon, no doubt his view of them too would incline 
to become equally favourable. 

Another vet·y good man who feels called upon to 
pay a tribute to Krishna Menon is Acharya Kripalani, 
who fought and lost an election against him in North 
Bombay. He too has only good to say about him and 
considers the nalion has suffered a great loss in his 
death, though few knew better than he the damage 
India had sustained in many spheres because of 
Menon. Death has worked its transmutation for him 
too, banishing right judgement. 

Many years ago, when Krishna Menon was still De­
fence Minister, this writer said: "The Indian people 
can in truth have no confidence in India's defence so 
long as Mr. Krishna Menon is Defence Minister. Mr. 
Nehru declares tl1at he is convinced of Mr. Krishna 
Menon's patriotism. By patriotism he presumably 

(Continued on page 7) 

STAL[N-Coutlnued from page 5 

concroes that the 5-year plans, despite the widespread er}', treachery, force and fear to gain his way. If a 
misery they caused were largely successful, though he million kulaks had to be liquidated, it mattered little 
readily admits that Stalin could have attained the same us long as farms were collectivised; if gold had to be 
ends far less brutally instead of wiping out all who got ont of the pennafrost :1t Kolyma, it did not bother 
stt•ocl in !.is \\ a\'. J,illl t;,'d l:.tlt iLL· \:m1\'lLi wurk forCL' J ictl in ll w 

About Stalin,· tlle war leaJ er, Mr. Ringley pulls no attempt. 
punclws. There is no soft-peddling the panic with Of hi~ own immediate circle, Stnlin was jealous. 
which Stalin reacted to Hitler's attack on Russia, Conscious of his owu shortcomings, seeking to prove 
though panic was perhaps inevitable since Hitler was himself but aware he could never succeed, Stalin spread 
the one man Stalin never understood. It is one of the terror much tlu~ way a mad dog does. But was tl1e man 
supreme ironies of history that a man who cheerfully ~lone to blame? Or the system? And did any good at 
cut the throats of his best friends should h~ve been so all come of all this suffering? Mr. Hiogley admits that 
surprised to find his own throat being cut by his "best the Stalin bogey has led to captalism giving up en­
friend", Hitler. trenched posilions to workers - "the one advantage to 

I n the riddle wrapped in an enigma that is Russia, flvw from one of the most harmful political careers on 
Stalin remains the supreme mystety . '"'as h e simply record.'' Rut, 01s he is cnreful to point out, "to his own 
insensitive to the realities of human suffering? Did he suhjo<'ts ~tn.lin hro11ght onl y suffering, degradation and 
genuinely believe that even the bloodiest means wert' d Nt lh." 
justifiable in the interest of the State? As might well lt is a pily that in I ndia people- who extol the sup­
happen with supremely evil men, Stalin was probably posed benefi ts of socialism are bliud to the price the 
unconscious of any wrong-doing. Once he had made Russian people had to pay. They might not be quite 
up his mind he alone knew what was best for others, he so eager to foll ow in ·Moscow's wake were they to read 
went dead ahead as rnpitll>· as be could , using trick- thi!i book 

(; 



UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS: 
A POINT OF NO RETURN? 

Vruncla Moghe-Dev 

"THE future of the country lies in the education of 
its youth''. 

In I ndia especially. when illiteracy is so wide­
spread, this aspect needs more emphasis. Bnt this 
emphasis has been placed on the wrong kvel of edu­
cation-at the higher education level. Education, ac­
cording to many of our national lenders (including 
Mahatma Gandhi ) was essential upto High School 
level. Further education in the form of University 
degrees or technical diplomas were to be available to 
those who needed them the most for the benefit of the 
country and not as an additional asset in obtaining 
employment or in the marriage market. By spending 
crores of rupees on the colleges and producing Iakhs 
of graduates every year our country has been reward­
ed with thousands of unemployed B.As. and M.As. and 
now even engineers. The sad result of all this is that 
primary education that is most essential to the masses 
has suffered the biggest set-back and these huge sums 
of money have been spent only on a microscopic 3 
per cent of the people in India only to create more 

problems and tho breakdown of university machinery. 
T'he recent events reported in regard to the Univer­

sity of Bombay are an eye opener to many of those 
who still feel that our Universities are doing a great 
service to the cause of education. In other Univer­
sities of Madhya Pradesh, U.P. and Kerala, politics 
played a dominant role in their administration and at 
every possible level. Bombay was exempt from this. 
While other Universities were black-listed by foreign 
universities, Bombay University enjoyed a certain 
prestige even abroad. But corruption, like cancer, 
spread fast and wide. Soon there were incidents even 
in this university which made it like one of the others. 

Two years ago, I had written ( Freedom First, July 
1972) about my experience as an examination super­
visor, which shattered all my beliefs about honesty 
in examination. I had recounted bow answer papers 
were smuggled into the class rooms and how mass 
copying was done. When a copy of my article was sent 
to the authorities in the University, they had replied 
saying that they would place it before the Committee 

TO SAY GOOD OF T HE EVIL DEAD-Contin11ed {,.om page 6 

means love of country. Now the shape of love, its mode, his country and yet feel convinced that the b est be 
the form it takes, rue not always the same. Mothers can do for his country is externally, to make it a part 
love their children; one may love a first wisely, a second of the Communist empire, and internally, a Commu­
foolishly, a third with kindness, nnd a fourth with nist state. From such patriots, such lovers of their lands, 
cruelty and repression. Yet, all equally love. I would may God defend both the country and its people, 
not deny even Communists this type of patriotism. I s humble citizens feel bound to pray." 
Ulbricht not a patriot? He probably loves East Ger- The good Lord heeded tills prayer of the lmmble, 
many as much as the unfortunates who are compelled and we were saved from the further machinations that 
t·n flee hecnuse of his tyranny and willing subjection 1enon would nn douht have inflicted on us, had he 
to the Soviet Union. Does Gomnlka 1101 love Poland. t•onlinued in power. The only reason for referring to 
or Kader, Hungary? Very probably they do. Only their him again is that tributes from very good men of the 
love takes the form of convincing them that they do calibre of the two mentioned above rue very likely to 
their best for their countries by making them satellites affect the judgement, in regard to this most harmful 
of the Soviet Union and depriving their peoples of all character, this enemy of his country, of the young, of 
freedom. Was Stalin not patriotic? Obviously be loved those ''"ho knew him not in the days of ltis might. They 
the Soviet Union. Only his love took the somewhat may well say "Jayaprakash thinks very well of him, 
sadistical fonn of vigorously reducing its population and so does the Acharya; he must have been holh a 
by several millions. And Lenin, the great founder of great and a good man." T hat is the real danger of state­
the Communist state, was he not in this sense patriotic? ments l ike these, statements made under the transmut­
So tleeply attached was he to his motherland that he ing, sympathetic effect of the man's death. The maxim 
even gave up listening to music b ecause that would lays down that of the dead one should say nothing but 
soften him for the dreadful deeds he had to do because the good, but it does not prohib~t keeping quiet, saying 
of Ws love for her. To say Lhen that a man is patriotic nothing, wheu tlw bad in a u1an far uulw0ighs th u good, 
is no answer to the chnrgc tl1at he is a Crypto-Com- and yet it is not thought desirable to make public the 
munist. Sensible people can 11ave no confidence in a had too, the man being dead. The wl1ole truth would 
government in which he retains office. He can love be besl but if nol that then n othing. 
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for dise11ssion. The. only action which thP Committee 
took was to raise the minimum age of supervisors to 25. 
Whether the supervisor was 20 or 50 made no differ­
ence because the integrity of the supervisors did not 
depend on how young or old they were. 

First und foremost, people in India haw come to 
accept it as a written law tbat after school every per­
son should enter college however incapable he or she 
may be to pw'Sue studies. Tlris has increased the 
number of students so alarmingly that the present 
system of examination cannot be moulded to cope up 
with them. The intrusion of pol,itical leaders with their 
egalitarian ideas of "higher education for all" has 
made it impossible to divert the large numbers into 
something more professional or job-oriented. 

The outdated cunicula that Bombay University 
offers bas produced just stereo-type graduates. There 
has been no innovation and no experiments in remodel­
Ung the subjects for the students. The same old com­
binations of either English with Philosophy or Politics 
with German have livt•d through decades now. There 
has been water-tight comparmeotalisation of subjects 
- the outcome is only too obvious-a student can (if he 
is on the humanities side) work on 6 to 7 questions and 
answer them. His success is assured. It only contri­
butes to make the system of examination completely 
obsolete. 

A couple of years ago, Bombay University took the 
bold step of introducting the system of internal assess­
ment. It indirectly accepted the fact that just one final 
exnm at the end of an academic year is not the appro­
priate method of judging the capacity of a student. 
By internal assessment 60 per cent of the marks were 
reserved for the student's performance all the year 
round and the rest of the 40 per cent for the 6nnl exa­
mination. This in theory and in practice was like a 
breath of fresh air. By this metl1od., the student and 
the teacher knew the actual capacity of the student to 
achievp :1 degree. Uni\·er.sity JtHHl P thi~ optional and 
the negligible number of stud~nts who opted for it wAs 
not worth the effort. And who would want to slog all 
throughout when an easier method was available? 

When a few teachers are asked to set the papers, 
students get these questions as "important questions" 
in their class rooms. Of court~e, there are more than 
one paper setters from different colleges but this does 
not hamper the students from knowing what the 
other paper setters have given as important ques­
tions. ~'hen the question paper is finally set, it goes to 
the moderator for a few changes. From this stage on­
wards any leakage of papers is rather diffic11lt consider­
ing the strict rules and the sealing of the papers only to 
opened ada>' t>rlor to the exam in tile Uuiversily rre~>:.. 
J3ut this stage of sttict vigilance hardly matters bl'­
cause even with the moderator's changes 85 to 90 per 
cP.nt of the question paper re main.c; thn same and the 
students can comfortably ignore this s tage. 

There· i!' no l' lll'll1 if th.._, Univcrsil) authorities c::lil 
only one or two professors to the University .Press on 
the eve of the concerned exam. Here the notice to the 
paper setters should be the shortest possible. They 
should he asked to set the question paper for the next 
day at that timt>. They should not be allowed to leave 
the Press till the papers have been printed and des­
patched to the colleges and the examinations .actually 
s tart. As it happens the person who breaks the seal ·of 
the question paper in the Press in the present situation 
also is not allowed to leave the Press till the papers are 
sent to the colleges. But this is futile in the light of the 
fact that the paper is already known to the students. 

"Blnck Sheep" 

Some members of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad recently took a morcha to the Vice-Chancellor 
and said that there were many teachers who were 
maling money in the capacity of examiners by passing 
any student who offered material gains. The Teachers' 
Union said that such "black sheep" should be dealt 
with firmly. It bns been alleged that at this· tevGl those 
t•amlidates who have fared badly in the exams make 
up at the time of results by bribing the examiners. 
TI1erC' are two problems interlinked here. One is that 
the huge number of answer papers that one examiner 
gets tends to make him do the job very haphazardly. 
There js just a rough assessment of papers. In this way 
many deserving students have to be content with an 
avemf.!e percentage while those who have not made 
any efforts would be the beneficia1ies. By this, there is 
gross injustice done to an honest student. Secondly, 
those ''black sheep" ~who are bribed are usually given 
the roll numbers of those who must pass, with a first or a 
good second. A suggestion that was made is that tl1e 
examiners should correct the papers in the University 
jn the presence of others, and that the roll nwnbers 
-:hnnltl he snhstitlltf'cl with codP numbers at least till 
th(· pnpers are l'Orl"ectccl. l f a student genuinely fevls 
that l1e has been dealt with unjt1stly, there is no objec­
tive body in Bombay University to redress his grievan­
ces. AJI that it offers is the retotalling of the mark­
sheets to check if the total was incorrect. TI1ere is no 
method of reassessment by which a. student would be 
given more justice in the light of his performance in 
otht!r papers. Til~ U'Hiv~rsily of Poona has done well to 
introduce this. 

If the University had insisted on making tl1e method 
of internal assessment compulsory, all the unnecessary 
elements in the colleges ·would be eliminated. But thero 
is a marked di!!incl.ination on the part of the University 
111 <.:h<lHg~ for the lleller. One fails to understand, why? 
Thl' ~tuucnts would not resist a short-cut to success. 
By giving in lno ea.~ily to tl1e easy-success demands 
(1[ tl1e students, tbe University of Bombay may SOOil 

rc:H.:h n point of no rctum. 



Revietvs 

VISION ~ REALITY 

Indian Trade Unions and Society, B. P . Wadia's 
Vision and the Reality, M. R. Masani.{ Indian Insti­
tute of World Culture, Bangalore, Rs. 2.00) 

MR. M. R. MASANI has in this booklet, consisting 
of a speech that l1e delivered as a B. P. Wadia 

Memorial Lecture, given his ttssessment of the present 
position of the Indian trade union movement in the 
light of the vision entertained hy Mr. B. P. Wadia, one 
of its pioneers. Mr. Wadia's vision is not that import­
ant as, though the founder of the first trade tution in 
the counby, his association with the movement did not 
last longer than a couple of years. He was essentially 
a political worker and politics and theosophy drew him 
away from trade unions before he could leave any per­
manent impre.-;s on them. More important is Mr. 
Masani's assessment of the present position. 

Mr. Masani bas the unique privilege of looking al 
trade unions from all three angles, as an active trade 
union worker that he was in his early life, as an officer 
dealing with industrial relations on behalf of a big and 
enlightened industrial house and as a manageme~t 
consultant that he is now for over fifteen years. He ts 

---
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uul however neutral about trade unions. As he says: ' , 
''I am for them. l am a believer in the thesis that in a 
free society, just as there must be free enterprise, there 
must also be free trade unionism. These are two very 
essential facts of a free society, and when either of 
them is destroyed, freedom shrivels up and democracy 
is overturned." 

According to Mr. Masani, during the last sixty years 
h·ade unions have not succeeded either in building up 
a sound organisnti<Jn or in protecting the real inter­
ests of workers. He has mentioned some reasons of 
"this sad picture of disappointing results.'· He has, 
however, forgotten to ml'ntion twn important and 
detennining reasons of an objective character which 
arc mainly responsible for the weakness and the "dis­
appointing results" of the trade union movement. They 
are slow and unsteady growth of indusb·ies and vast 
surplus manpower. Neither trade unions nor their 
leaders are responsible for these two big hurdles in their 
way. If they are taken into consideration, the progress 
that has been achieved cannot be regarded as nltoge­
ther insigni6cant. 

And, in some matters, significant progress bas been 
achieved. In Mr. Wndia's time the hours of work were 
twelve per day and the midday 1·ecess was only half 
an hour. Since 1948, hours of works in all factories are 
Mght per day and the midday recess is of one bow·. F?r 
over a decade now workers ~trc enjoying an annual patd 
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holiday of ten dny.s. They also enjoy retrencilment and 
lay-off compensation and 'the benefit of provident fund 
nnd gratuity. Their standards of living has improved, 
as anybody who !.."llcw the textile worker of the twen­
ties and sees the same worker of today can easily per­
ceive. Conditions in more modern indLtstries are much 
better. Trade unions can daim nt lPMt a part of the 
t"rcdit for these c;:hanges. 

Mr. Mnsani should not forget that Indian trade 
Ltnions had and are still reqtlired to wage a strenuous 
struggle for theiJ' very right of exjstence. There is still 
no law in the country which will compel an employer 
to recognise a m<'tjorily union and bargain collectivel)t 
with it. American unions, which operated in a labour­
scarce and rapidly expanding economy, were able to 
build up their present strength only after the Wagner 
Act was passed, the Act which gave them the right of 
recognition and bonafide collective ba1·gaining. Indian 
trade unions have been demanding since loug tJ1e 
enactment of a similai law. The law will also be an 
effective remedy ag:linst the curse of rival unions and 
jnter-union disputes to which Mr. Masani has drawn 
attention. 

Mr. Masani has blamed unions for their opposition 
to automation and computerisation. The opposition is 
based on social consideration, and not merely on the 
Jeg.itimate desires to pl'Otect the jobs of their members. 
The social consideration is the problem of ever-increas­
ing unemployment. How is the problem to be solved? 
lt can be solved only through establislunent of labour­
intensive indusb·ies and adoption of intennediato tech­
nolobty and not through blind acceptance of the most 
modern, automated and computerised technology 
a·.raih:ble in the world. This is, however, a large issue 
which cannot be discussed in a short review. 

Trade unions, lil:e any other social institution, have 
many faults, and it is desirable that they should be 
pointed out by a sympathetic observer. He does not 
help the cause that he has in view, namely1 that the 
fa ults sbc:.•ld lu: rcmo\'t-d by raashing to tl le cxl rt•mt' 
position that "sixty years have been wasted." 

v. B. K A>R!''IK 

INDIAN LABOUR -

lndicm Labow·- Problems and Prospects, by V. B. 
Karn.il, (pp. 286, 1974, Minerva Associates, Calcutta, 
Rs. 39.00) 

MR. V. B. KARNIK has been associated \IVith the 
Jahon r movement in India for thP past 37 yea rs 

duJ·ing wbicla he has heen not only involved in tmmy 
.funcqonal chores which trade \mions arc required to 
undertah in their 'day to da.y business, but aTso in 
pvlky anJ pcrspt;divc development of the organiza­
titms with whj(lh he has been associated. With snch n 
1·icll cxpcrieu~e. the author Ita~ been continuouslv 
sharing his experiences and thonghts througla scvcn~l 
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books and the present volume represents his latest 
wmk 

The present volume is a collection u£ nuu1r essays. 
Continuity ar~d sequence is ensured by an efficient 
editing of the essay themes to provide an integrated 
profile of the theme of the book in its variom aspects. 
H aving been in the labour movement for such a long 
p~dod as nearly 4 decades, the author would have been 
forgiven if he had demonstrated a strongly parti:>au 
approach in the treah11e1't of the theme. The reader 
will 6nd very lit tle of such partisanship in the volum<.!. 
Every effort is made to understand aud not always 
necessarily accept all that has occun cd in the e\·olu­
tion of the labou r movcmcut. 

The author starts the book with an analysis of llt<: 
weakness of the labour movement in India, aud lists 
eight causes, relating to such questions as membership 
apathy to unions in the matter of dues paying, involve­
ment, not having recognition arrangements, not being 
able to afford an efficient administration, rivttlries, 
reliance by tmions and workers on outsitle agencies 
to decide on their problems, absence of welfare, social 
or educational activities, absence of social purposes 
und consciousness and fina lly marginal coverage hy 
lUlions of the organizable indusbial workers. 

What Mr. Kamik m entions as the causes of weakness 
of the labour movemen t are really not causes, but the 
consequences of some otl1er basic causes. Mr. Kamik 
a lso states that a lot of benefits through a large body 
of welfare, ameliorative and protective legislation have 
been obtained through the labour movemen t. lf the 
labour movemen t has been able to obtain such bene-
6ts through its organized strength, this process should 
have continued in the contemporary period. Mr. Karnik 
himself concedes tl1at the labonx movement has nol 
heen able to achieve much success in getting betlc:r 
wages. An objective study of the historical process 
Indicates that many of the benefits available to labour 
in the legislative enactments were essentiaU)' endowed 
lwn• ·fit.s ruul not t:·.., tr.tdcd hrndlt~ 11"' rolr l)f th~-' 
lntemational Labour Orgaoizaliou as un iHstrwu,'Hl 
that provided the h enefits h as hceu missed in the (Ina~ 
lysis. Indian workers, in the prevailing environmental 
situation obtaining, could hardly hope to generate 
enough organizational muscles through which extrac­
tions of benefit were possible. They could generate 
only a representational capacity th1•ough fri endly or 
fraternal non-worker sources in society, and this trend 
has continued even today. and thjs is the real cause of 
the continuing wea.k'TICSS of the movement in the poor 
particip~tion of the L'Onstituency in its own interest 
inslitution. 

A critical analvsis of the fact tha t due to understand­
able historic rea~ons the movement bas had to 'be Ua5l· 
<:ally eliUst c:ontrolled am.l 110l parlicip:ttive has nol 
been brougllt out in the hook. 

The second aspect of the problem in the mattor of 

1!reecfo•11 Fir.st 

making available for the constituency of workers in 
tlte organized sector a continuous business of industrial 
relations through which alone organizational cohesive­
ness, leadership and problem-solving skills could b e 
developed, h as not received the emphasis. These 
failul'e..c; can be attributed in the societv to the continua­
tion of a feudal-paternalistic appr~ach among the 
decision-making hrronps in society which are uncom­
fortable before the evolution of genuine and autono­
tnous interest constituencies. The independent govem ­
ment of India hns continued and extended the colonial­
fsm o£ the J3ritish rule in its perspectives conccming 
labour as a constitu ency. 

Mr. Karnik has ably den lt with some of U1e conlem­
ponuy conllict situations such as the Godrej strike 
accompanied by yjolence. In his commentaries on wage 
fixation a1Jd bonus, however, Mr, Karnik does not make 
any departure from traJitional views and suggests re-­
medies wl1ich will not materiaJly alter the status quo. 
Notwith~tnnding all this, Mr. Kamik's present 

volume is qualitatively of u much high er standard than 
most of the availHble books on the labour movement. 
lt will be very great use to trade unionists, p rofessionals 
tn personnel and those involved in labour policy and 
administration. 

The price of Rs. 39 however seems to be a deterrent 
against those who wiU benefit by the book. 

S.R.M.D. 
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Tile .-\clor, words by Nissim Ezekiel, {designed and 

witl1 illustrations hy Kavita Salmi. Published by 
lnd in Book Houstl Publishing Company. Price 
Hs. 4.00) 

A VCr}' simple st<lr)' 

Nissilll Ezekiel 

is u poe::t, playwright. e tlitoa·, tcacht.u· 

but Not 

an actoa· 

a simple truth 

h e reveals with modest pride 

iu a single story 

eotitled ve1y simpl} 

"The Actor'' 

The iJiustrations ( by Kavitn Salmi ) 

Altrmiug in their l eroc:it~ 

11~:lt paanl u l mowmenl 

wheu Lhi:-. ta utlt ht'C:OIIh:l'o obvious to him. 

The only dif6culty is to decide 

Is the sloay llll!o\nl 

for u <:hild with ru1 adult'~ hr.tin 

ot· ;\u adu lt wltll u c hild's hraiu !" 
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\VIral are 11 WIUW R.ights? by .\Iaurice Cranston 
(Nnlional 1\cademy, Delhi's. Pric<> Rs. 5/~). 

IT is surdy necessary for human beings tu know what 
a re human rights. Yet, here as in many other fields 

of life, there is tremendous vagueness and coufusion. 
There is no clear understanding of the real difference 
between basic political and civil rights on the one side 
and the economic and social rights on the other. Nor 
are we sure of the difference Letween basic moral 
rights and positive rights or rights recognised by law 
and also whether human rights again are either moral 
or positive or both. In what sense again are human 
rights basic momlt·ighls to be claimed by all men as 
their heritage as men? The average human being de­
:.ires to run even before he can walk. Likewise he wants 
"rights" hefore he has grasped the implications of the 
duties involved in the rights he claims. Millions ali 
over the' world, specially in India and other e.conomi­
cally backward or poor countries are demanding 
''rights" when it is impossible for the countries con­
cemed to have the resources to make such rights a 
possibiHty. What then are the rights every }lUman being 
in India and elsewhere can rightly claim without such 
eonft1sion? H ere is a book of outstanding quality, very 
Teasonably priced and within tht- means of evervone 
to buy, which clearly answers the above qucstio~s in 
simple language. 

Totalitarian Governments and States h ave tended 
to destroy basic human rights (which alone give mean­
ing and val11c to life) by maJ..ing Man live for and hr 
hrend alone. A human right is something of which no 
one may be deprived without grave violation of b asic 
justice . .. There are certain deeds which should never 
be done, certain freedoms w hich should never be in­
vaded, some things which are supremely sacred.'' Jn 
:;llort tlwre nre universal human rights. Unfortunately 
preci~c l} hccmu.l· we havt· c'Onfused thC'sc basit: hurna11 
rights, which arc political and civil, with other rights 
which a rc only economic and social, we h ave permitted 
in our minds nnd hearts our Governments and States 
to suppress our universal humau rights. Many of us 
throughout the world do not even know that economic 
and sociRl rights Rre not universal human rights. 

A Go"crnmcnt can give certain economic rights e.g., 
holidays with pay, or ao assured minimum amount of 
fo<Xl , and at the same time deprive a citizen of what 
his universal human rights are which he can claim, 
and must claim, as a human being. This has happened 
in R1 1S1>ia nnd nlso in other parts of the world due to 
tlw confusion in our minds. The real importauce ol 
this book lies in th( way it l·k·arly rcllH)\'es .Slfclt coh­
wl>.bs from our miucls. 

Thr hnok :1l~o doul ~; with the politi<'nl inAitf'rHx·;; 

/<teed om l• ir111 

which han• 1)€<.'11 rt'spou~iblc Jor the failure of tlw 
United Nations to protect basic human rights. How 
the newly-freed countri<''i of the world have. not help­
ed in this matter ~ also discussed. 

The author is extremely practical in his approach. 
\Vhilst h<.' has drawn a clear line of distinction bet­
ween universal moral rights and certain ecouomic and 
SOL'ial rights, he does not deny that economic and social 
rights may be also the moral rights of some men. Like­
wise, in talking nbout a right like freedom of speech 
aud c-ensor·ship hE' does not deny the necessity of c<>n­
sorship for "conservation of values". H e also seems to 
agree with MTLL that prevention of harm to others 
wonld .be a SOlUld jl•stiGcation, if not the onJy justifioa­
tion, of censorship. Thi:., of course, r ules out any possi­
bility of snpport for political censorship of the ku1d 
pre,·nleut in Soviet Russin which prevents people from 
having enough knowledge to form any re.al judgment 
of their own and which can lead to such horrible re­
sults as the imprisonment of writers like Sinaievsky 
and Daniel and the suppression of the works of Paster­
nak and Solzhenitsyn. 
Th~: booJ.. docs not ignore the very relevant question 

all lovers of human freedom are asking - if a man is 
deprived of his basic moral rights by his own State 
to whom can be appeal? Cranston t·efers to the iu~a 
of Judge Lnuterpacht of tl1e International Court of 
J usticc tl1at rights of all individuals throughout the 
world should be the subject of protection by an inter­
nation.al court which would of course be diHerent from 
the pr·escnt Jntcrnutioual Court of Justice which can 
handle only clisptrtcs between States and not any dis­
pute hL·tween a State and its individual citi7.cns. 

It may be worthwhile notillg that the basic conclu­
sion ancl stand of Cranston in the matter of human 
righ ts is well SLHnmed up in the paragraph on page 70 
where he sayli: 

"It h as ofteu beeu said that a particular man's duties 
derive from his stntion: and in a similar way, a parti­
t:tll:tr lt!nn'\ ~itualicm in ~he· world will go,·t·rn tht· 
system of rights which hl! can claim. A miner in Pitts­
burgh will bt• able to justify the clnim to great many 
rights which mclude somt~ t•conomic and social rights: 
n miner in Durham will lw able to sustain a fairlv 
similar range of rights, but by no means an identica"l 
one. A beggar in Calcutta will not be able to produce 
anrthing like the sarne number oi just entitlements in 
the sphere of economic nnd social benefits; but he has 
exactly the same rights RS tht' two other men to politi­
cal and civil rights''. 

The National Academy nl l)elbi deserves to bt• <!011-
grntuiRted lor rendering a great service to the publit: 
by tHakin~ sucla valuahll' hook, as tltis av;lilahlt· foa· 
~lll'lt :t n.::l:o.UI!UJ.It• t)rin•. 

1\ !:". })Hl\•"1'11 
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'A 1'ALE OF TWO ClTlES'-Cor~tlnu.ed from page 1 

Eur~1peans, industriously filling out slips of customs men stood guard over the Wall with orders to shoot 
declarations. Our passports disappeared behind the anyone attempting to go across unauthorized, even if 
glass partitions here, to be photographed, and one had 1~: was,~ soldier from their own company, perr1aps a 
to wait until one's number was called as they were fnend. They are not allowed to stay in Berlin more 
returned in batches. Next was tl1e money changing than two montlls at a time," we were told. "They are 
connter, where a plump matronly woman was selling scared, maybe they will like it too much her~ or that 
gaudy East Berlin stamps, one set of which we bought. they will get friendly with the people, or try to escape.n 
Outside just before the final hurdle was to be crossed The temptation has already proven too great for over 
there was yet another passport check, by an armed two thousand office•·s and soldiers who foWld the re­
gua1·d in a little glass cubicle. And ti1en we were gime unbearable. 
through, walking along a wide silent avenue, with In spite of everything, however, it would be only 
empty buildings on one side and a vacant plot on the too easy to spend an entire day in East Berlin and 
other. A cold wind was blowing, and at the far <!Otner come away wondering what all the fuss is about. The 
our German hosts were waiting in their little red streets we walked along were empty, yes, but they 
Renault. were also very clean and well kept. We passed the 

Time-Zone 

It was like being suddenly in a dilferent time-zone 
-say twenty-five years in retard, when the world was 
slowly recuperating from the war. We drove down 
desel'ted boulevards lined with hlank-faced buildings 
and brooding street lamps. At each street corner, 
idetltical roads led away, void, surrealistic in their 
monochromatic similarity. The once graceful pro­
menade, ''Unter den Linden," named for the Linden 
trees that lined its walks, was now a grim deserted 
thoroughfare. Oppressive granite megaliths stood in 
regimented ranks; no trees nor colours shed light on 
this arid landscape; parallel tracks of pavements sped 
towards a grey mass of buildings in the distance. Only 
one monument bore mute witness to the vanished 
splendour of the Prussian empire the Brandenburger 
Gate at the head of Unter den Linden. Austerely grand, 
its proud Grecian columns towered against the vast­
ness of a grey and cloudy sky. At their crown stood 
four great bronze horses and behind them their chario­
teeress holding her p eace Wl'eath challeng ingly aloft, 
sr.erning pn ~hr!ic·ally v~tlinnt in thnt ~nmhrr> ~rtthl<' , 

"They show everything in the windtiWS, Ollt when 
you go in to buy, they tell you they are out of stock," 
our hostess told lts as we passed by the huge show­
cases of large stores. The ilisplays were threadbare 
and duJJ , despite fine hand-painted d1ina and emhroi­
del'Y work. "They want to export everything outside, 
so East Berliners themselves have nothing to buy," she 
explained. "When we come to visit, our friends always 
ask us to gel them clothes from the \Vest . bcca11se they 
do not get goon material her("." We overtook a flock 
of Russian solcliers who with onr ac;:<.wd turned to 
stare a l om saris. After a short debate o1w came up 
and with eloquent sign language announced t hat tl1fY 
wouiJ dt:>arlv appreciate a photograph ,,l us m11<11 1g 

thei r g roup. The res t crowded eagerly al'onncl tL~ as 
we ob!ip;ecl . and we could ~~ee how very young they 
wen.:•, \\'ilh their sc.rubhccl pink faces and short cr</\1'· 
cuts. It WtlS sad to know that the· snmc can"frre yuunl"~ 
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famous Berlin opera houses, their ornate portals still 
adorned with Baroque bronze statues. Th,e shows are _ 
nearly all classics, since contemporary works are con­
sidered unsuitable but, "they are really worth seeing." 
our hostess told us. "The costumes, the background, 
they 1u•e all exactly as they used to be before. They 
go to a lot of trouble to see that everything is authentic." 
Many of the older buildjngs were pitted and scarred 
by the bombs o£ thirty years ago, but they managed 
to capture an atmosphere of old-style grandeur. People 
were perhaps not so smartly dressed as their neigh­
bours over the wal~ the colours we saw were more 
sober, the fashions more conservative but it did not 
alter the fact that tl1ey were all well and adequately 
clothed. No-one seemed particularly grim, people smil­
ed at us, construction workers in yellow helmets waved 
from their dizzy heights, young couples with toddlers 
sat chatting and eating ice cream. We visited an old 
church just after the morning mass bad ended and saw 
the original eleventh century walls, with their medi­
eval friezes and angular Ceramic script. One of the 
few modern consn·uctions was the communications 
f·owPr, 1. lnfl v n('.r.dlf' nf stePl w hich can he <;Pen for 
m iles arouucl. At t l 1~ lop is a large, roughly sphe rical 
structure, a revolving restaurant and a panorama point, 
from which both the Berlins co11ld be viewed . We had 
to form a queue to go up because the lift went only 
every forty minutes, but once there after a two-minute 
ride, the spectacle made it well worth the wait. There 
were large cafeterias, restaurants and shops- nothing 
at the scale found in the vVestern sector, yet enough 
to make one feel that, after all, much of the tragedy of 
Herlin musl be history, that life there was probably 
pleasnnler in several ways than in very many other 
parts of the world, that people must have got used to 
thn situ.1liun by n()w. 

ll \\'.tr. luo easy to i~H01·c fur in!>laucc, the Uretllim·s 
round the blue eyes of the waitress who sel'ved us for 
luneh in a small restau rant on the- outskirts of the city. 
She said she was a schoolleHcher for the week but had 
had to take this e.xlm wMk because her Jittle daughtc1' 
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hnd broken her back and the treatment was too ex­
pensive for the State to provide. Or the way the taU, 
dark cypresses loomed at the War Memorial park, 
with its grey flagstones and forbidding iron monu­
m<:nt. We visited a luxuriant rose garden, where 
the flowers- spread in all directions in sizes and 
colours, from dwarf whits on tall bushes to heavy 
full-blown blossoms, their deep crimson heads almost 
touching the ground . Fine raindrops were being 
blown about in gusts of wind and on a bench two old 
ladies were sitting, smiling at our admiration of the 
flowers. One of them looked longingly at the silk of our 
.saris Mel asked in h alf-zes t, could we not ctt t off a small 
~quare for ber to usc as a scarf? Or maybe it was the 
faint smile on our hostess's face and the distant look in 
her eyes as she told us how she left her home in East 
Germany, nearing the end of the war. "They came 
and told us we had to leave at once, one day, and we 

-'walked out of the house in a few hours, wearing all 
the clothes we could, and carrying anything in our 
hands, to come to West Germany." She spent much 
of the war working as a volunteer nurse for the Allied 
forces. Some of her relatives were in East Berlin, and 
she could visit them for thirty days in a year. For tea 
we went to a more sophisticated restaurant, one of 
the few in East Berlin. It ·.vas cheerful inside, the 
interior decor was tasteful, the waitresses were young 
and pretty and there was a wannth l1ere which con­
trasted pleasantly with the cold rain-swept streets out­
side. But upon closer appraisal, one noticed that the 
croc1cery was a mite too thick, that the mezzo-tints 
hanging on the walls belonged in drawing rooms 
twenty years ago, and that most of the people sitling 
to lea were foreigners, or ·w~st Germans. 

The sun came out briefly as we were leaving, de­
fining the angul::tr outlines of the bujJdings in even 
sharper, cleat·er focus, against a yellow-grey sky. The 
checkpoint was full of tourists going back ont, the 
atmosphere almost iofonna~ as a transistor blared out 
the commcmtarv from the \Vorld Clip Football. :\ 
bu\«llu l'ttrporj took ~\cepticm to tlte Swi~s boy's 
obvious disregard for German border formalities, and 
asked him to uncover his right ear, because his pass­
port photograph showed him in profile. But that was 
the only incident. There was not even any stamp or 
mark to prove that we bad been in E ast Berlin. 

UnforgeHoble 

j11st past the checkpoint stands a small incon~piC'uou~ 
buildinct "The House at Checkpoint Charlie". Our 
hosts insisted lhn.t we see it before returning and we 
wrnl in nol knowing whal to e>;pect. lnside, one found 
a tiny space 6lled with the most incredible amount of 
obJ<.'t:ls. The l1ghUng was used sparingly, nlJviOIISiy 
rationed out so as to highlight the important e.wibits. 
Thr wnllo; were covered with enlargements of type­
written sheets in 6ve hm~unges, along with photo-

Freed(/, I ;, ~I 

gr.tph1> and illustrations. One saw pictures of people 
l1ysterically greeting their 6ances after escaping over 
the \Vall, of mothers huddling with small children 
in tunnels, of little boys scrambling over barbwire 
fences. of tho managled bodies of those who were freed 
only in denth. This W<\S a permanent exhibition put 
up by the W est Berlin students ealled , "It H appened 
at the Wall", aud is graphic record of the incidents 
which have taken place since the iJ1Stitution of the 
barriers. There were displayed models or actual arti­
cles used i11 in•1umerable escapes which have taken 
place, dummies sho\v11 curled up under c.:u~seats, the 
crude spades which fashioned successful tunnels, tl1e 
underwater equipn1ent one m::l).l used to swim acr9ss 
to D enmark No trace of self-pity or conscious pro­
paganda was apparent; there seemed to be space on 
those cramped walls only for the bare essentials 
stripped of all ornamentation. Yet, in those roughly 
written, sometimes ungrammatical accounts was con­
tained aJJ the drama which otherwise one does not 
encounter. A tiny stairway led to the next floor, the 
sides covered with the drawings of West Berlin school 
children, of the \Vall. They showed barb wire, people 
crying, guards and snarling dogs and the blue sky of 
freedom over heavy black bricks. On this Boor, aU 
conceivable techniques had been used to convince the 
visitor of the real horror of the Wall-including a 
miniature slide theatre complete with sound effects. 
Grey indistinct photographs took one back to the ti1T1e 
when the Wall was little more than a row of long­
coated guards standing across the road. They sho·wed 
massPS of people sweeping, storming barricades, en­
treating guards as fellow G ermans, to let them through. 
They showed the atrol"itie:. conunitted and the sh1tistics 
of people who had been kidnapped, shot at t.he Wall or 
k-illed trying lo escape. There were children s tanding 
silently over the bodies of viclims, surging crowds 
throwing stones at impassive gqarcls. They showed the 
Wall develop from barbwire to concrete and brick; 
1 hf' Branrlt.>nh11rrt:er r.att• with mmrds standing hi,gh 
liLJ by til~.· horse~, potnlill.~ lll:lthi.1.1L' gmcs al thl' t:rowd 
1-.clow; and the agony of families being irreYocably 
ceparatcd. 

It is something one does not forget easily. More thnn 
Lhe over-emphasized dillerences between East and 
We~t. the confines of that sma.U room bring home to 
one, something of the significance of Berlin, Easl and 
\Vest. The \Yall no lougcr sectns the butt of an over­
played melodrama hut the $:vmptom of old bitterness 
and irreconcilecl rliffcrences which still run strong des­
pite the p:-_~sagt• of years. If Rcrlin had seemed nt one 
time little more titan a bizarre before-and-after adver­
tisement. the exhibition brought alive the folly of one 
cit}' ln .. i11g fuu:ed lu li\ ~ ..~~ l\\'v. It <:::\i)l:; b~.yond 
r!.ll ioualil " · nod lcrwes one wondering what woultl 
happen ~hould the \Vnll crumhh~ sotT\l' rln~· :mel 
whether lhut cluv will l•vor cunw. 
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WITH MANY VOICES 
"The deep 

.\loans rouuJ with m~Ul)' ' 'oi('es. Come, Ill) trwnds, 
'fi~ not tou late to ~cek a newer world." 

-Tt:tlllljs(lll , 

The multinational company is ofteu accused of rape 
by the very people who are trying to seduce it. 

-Sir Ernest vVordoofe, Chairman o£ Unilevcr, 
quoted in Insi-gltt ( Hongkong ) 

It is only very recently that the comm unists ba\'c' 
become practised in the kind of polite phraseology that 
is designed to lull the fears of libt;rnls. 

-1'l!e Eoort-omist, August 10. 

[s it nol hue that professional politicians are boils 
on the neck of society that prevent it fmm !ttming i l~ 
head and moving its arms? 

-Solzbenitsyn in The Gulag Archipelago 

'The party .( joined, the party of A tlee and GaitskeJJ, 
no longer c.Kists. The people of the extreme left, like 
Benn, Mikardo and Scanlon, the people against whom 
Gaitskell warned us, are moving in. 

-Christopher Mayhew in The Times, 
(London) September 2.6. 

It will be nt least 2015 before anybody in Britain 
reaches the year J 984. 

-K. F. Parsom in Tlu~ Econnmisf., August 31. 

Within the Indian caste system, the United States 
is considered 'Untouchable·-except wLen the Indian 
government runs out of money. 

-National Review, May 24. 
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Addn ·,~ ; ... , . , , , • ... . ..... . 

Ln an ope11 sudety the moderate majority, while 
willing to enfoy its benefits, is as unwilling to accept the 
rt•sponsibility for the mnintenance of such a soeiety. 

-F. S. Noorani in The Economist, A11~t1st 3L 

Just as <m "open house· is closed to thieves, so too 
1nust m1 open society be closed to its enemies. 

-F. S. Noorani in The Economist, August 31. 

A Professor, tenureo no doubt, advances the claim 
that kissing is purely a matter of chetUistry, moti\'ated . 
hy n craving for salt. 

-National R eview, Fehl'Uary 1, 1974. 

For n country to have a great wliter is like having 
another government. Thafs why no regime has ever 
loved great writers, only minor ones. 

- Solzhenitsyn quoted in National Review, 
Fehmnry L 1974. 

A forlorn-looking Chinaman was asked by a London 
policeman whether he was lost. ·No; he replied. 'Me 
here-my hotel lost! 

- K. K. Sastry in the Times of India, f uly 29. 

A politician without a seat il'l Parliame11t is a l o~t 
man in Britain. 

-The Economist, August 31. 

There are a l)Hmber of private armies in Britain. The 
miners' pickets have closed power stations by over­
whelming the police. TI1e dockers have sent llying 
L•oln n1115 o[ pickds to try t-o e losc· ports th;tl \\':tnte.d to 
go on working. Striking building workers regularly use 
physical intimidation against 1nen and their families 
in their own and other ut"tions. Often enough, these 
toughs are reinforced by agitators who have nothing 
to do with the industry or finn being attacked. 

-The Economist, Augu~t 31. 

For most of the people who live in it, the difference 
between colonial and post-colonial Africa is far small­
er lhan the liberals who wanted Europe to get out of 
.Urica in thf' 1950s hoped it would be. 

- The li.cnnomist, Augu:.i. :3 1. 

Yol;!a, no longer all ogre, is rapidl)' becoming as much 
:. part of American life as organic apple pie. 

- Time, Octoh<>r 7. 
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