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THE FORTY-SECOND MUST GO
Lock, Stock and Barrel

M. R.

NE of the most passionate passages in the

Manitesto of the Janata Party is that which
denounces the 42nd Amendment *o the Constitution.
It reads: “The Constitution was amended to sanctity
and institutionalise a total concentration of power in
the hands of one individual — the Prime Minister.
The authoritarian trends that had unfolded them-
selves over the past few years were embodied in the
42nd Amendment which was bulldozed through
Parliament. To call it an amendment is a mis-
nomer. It is a betrayal of the testament of faith that
the founding fathers bequeathed to the people and
it subverts the basic structure of the 1950 Constitu-
tion. It vitiates the federal principle and vpsets the
nice balance between the people and Parliament,
Parliament and the judiciary, the judiciary and the
executive, the States and the Centre, the citizer and
the Government. It is the culmination of a con-
spiracy to devalue democracy that started with the
erosion of the cabinet system, the deliberate and cou-
summate scuttling of democratic processes in the
ruling party, and the concentration of all power in
the hands of a leader who has been sought to be
identified with the nation or even to be placed above
it”.  The Manifesto then goes on to pledge that
the Party would seek to rescind the 42nd Amend-
ment. i

It is no wonder then that, of the several attempts
at backsliding in which the Janata Government has
already indulged, the one that attracts the most
widespread concern and alarm is the expressed inten-
tion of the Union Government to make a deal with
the Congress Opposition and rescind only certain
provisions of the Amendment, leaving others on the
Statute book, thus giving legitimacy to that constitu-
tional monstrosity.

Quite apart from the breach of faith with the
electorate that is involved, it would appear that
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those in authority have already forgotten that the
hasic objection to the 42nd Amendment is not so
much that it contains certain obrnoxious provisions
but the manner in which it was bulldozed through
Parliament at a time when leaders of the Opposition
were in prison, the press was censored and no free
discussion worth the name was possible,

Obviously, the right thing for the Government to
do is to move for rescinding the entire 42nd Amend-
ment lock, stock and barrel and later to re-enact
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separately such provisions in the 42nd Amendment
as may possess some virtue.

Strange Alibi

At this point a strange alibi is trotted out, and
that is that the Congress Party has a majority in the
Rajya Sabha and that therefore a Bill for the repeal
of the Amendment in toto would stand little change

(Continued on page 13)
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