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THE FORTY-SECOND MUST GO 
Lock, Stock and Barrel 

M. R. Masani 

0 NE of the most passiOnate passages in the 
Mauifesto of the Janata Party is that which 

denounces the 42nd Anwndment to the Constitution. 
It n~ads: 'The Constitution wa~ amended to sanctify 
and institutionalise a total concentration of power in 
the hands of one individual- - the Prime Minister. 
The authoritarian trends that had unfolded them­
selves over the past few years were embodied in the 
42nd Amendment which was bulldozed through 
Parliament. To call it an amendment is a mis­
nomer. It is a betrayal of the tesh1ment of faith' that 
the founding fathers beqneathed to the people and 
it subverts the basic structure of the 1950 Constitu­
tion. It vitiates the federal principle and upsets the 
nice balance between the people and Parliament, 
Parliament and the judiciary, the judiciary and the 
executive, the States and the Centre, the citizep and 
the Government. It is the culmination of a con­
spiracy to de.value democracy that started with the 
erosion of the cabinet system, the deliberate and con­
summate scuttling of democratic processes in the 
ruling party, and the concentration of all power in 
the hands of a leader who has been sought to be 
identified \vith the nation or even to be placed above 
it''. The Manifesto then goes on to pledge that 
the Party would seek to rescind the 42nd Amend­
ment. 

It is no wonder then that, of the several attempts 
at backsliding in which the Janata Government has 
already indulged; the one that attracts the most 
widespread concern and alarm is the e-xpressed inten­
tion of the Union Government to make a deal with 
the Congress Opposition and rescind only certain 
provisions of the Amendment, leaving others on the 
Statute book, thus giving legitimacy to that constitu­
tional monstrosity. 

Quite apart from the breach of faith with the 
electorate that is involved, it would appear that 

those in authority have alreach- forgotten that the 
basic objection to the 42nd Amendment is not so 
much that it contains certain obnoxious provisiollS 
but the manner in which it was blllldozcd through 
Parliament at a ti'me when lenders of the Opposition 
were in prison, the press was censored and no frpe 
cl iscussion worth the name was possible. 

Obviously, the' right th.ing for the Government t n 
do is to move for rescinding the entire 42nd Amend­
ment lock, stock and barrel and later to re-enact 
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separately such provisions in the 12nd Amendment 
as may possess some virtue. 

Strange Alibi 

At this point a strange alibi is trotted out, and 
that is that the Congress Party has a majority in the 
Rajya Sabha and that therefore a Bill for the repeal 
of the Amendment in toto would stand little change 

(Continued on page 1.'3) 
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Betuseen You tt Me and The Lamp Post

Soviet Misuse Of Psychiary
So at last the psychiatrjsts of the-world, assembled

iu Conference in Honolulu, showed the courage, everl
though by a narrow majority, to denounce thi abuse
of psl,shialry for political purposes by' the Soviet
dictatorship.

Belated as this acceptance of the facts by the
rvorld's psychiatrists may be it is the firral condemua-
tion of the utterly abhorrent misuse of the art ancl
science of healing in which the Soviet dictatorship
and its medical stooges have been indulging for many
years now. This action will also bring courage to
brave Russian men and rvomerr like }Jukovsky rvhlr
h:rve beerr subjectecl to this horror oI beirrg treated
as insane. Anyone who would like to get more details
has only to turn to a book recently' ptrblished eutitled
Russic's Political Ilospitals l;y Sidney Bloch aud Peter
Reddaway.

I Good Lilb And A Good Death
While on the subject of health and medicine, those

who believe in euthanasia will coirgrirtulate the s'orld
famous cardiac surgeon, Dr. Christian Barnard of
South Africa, on the death pact signed by him and his
brother to the efiect that, in case of irreapacitation,
the sufterer would be removecl frorn the scene by the
other.

Dr. Barnard spoke about this pact at the launch-
ing of his new book ?/re Niglt -Season, w'hich has
mercy_kil-ling as itq theme: "One must give a patient
a good life. ]\nd when this is no longeipossible. one
must give a patienl a good death".

Equality Or Chivalry ?

It would appear that at a factory in the Midlands
in Britain rvtieie.there are 4000 rvorkers, the l,vtanagt-
ment allowed women workers to leave ffve minutes
before the men so that they could avoid being jostl-
ed as a result of the mad rush at the factory gates.
A Mr. Peake regarded this as a clear case of discri-
rnination agtinst men. In the spirit of rvornen's lib,
he rvent to court and asked that this uufair discrimi-
nation should be terminated under the Sex Discrimi-
nation Act. The Employment Appea! I'ribunal, going
by the letter of the law, upheld- Mr. Peake. NJw it
rvas the turn of the Company to- appeal to the High
Court where Lord Denninq upheld the Comoanv's
action. The Master of Rolli said: "It rvould bi v6ry
wrong if the statute were thoughl to obliterate the
differences between men and women or to obliterate
all the chivalry and courtesy wrich we expected man-
kind to give to womenkind". It would surely not be

:

an oflence under the Sex Discrimination Act, his Lord-
ship saicl, to cry "women aud children first" in the
case of a factory fire.

The matter is now likeiy to go to the House of
I-ords and it is to be hoped thirt their Lordships

will not Iag behind in chivalry.
Womeu libbers should also learn from this that ab-

solute equality in such matters can sometimes amount
to absolute nonsense.

The Cost Of Hindi
So tr'{r. Atal Behari Vajpa,"-ce, unequaled {or his

splendid oratory in the Hindi language, has giot his
Hincli oration olf his chest at the U.N. One hopes he
feels better for it. The fact that nobody would have
understood his words but for the fact that his spe.ech
had to be painfully translated by another member of
the Irrdian delegation is perhaps beside the point.
History has been madc! 'fhe Soviets of course have
been making history in this particular matter ever
since the U.N. rvas established, but then they are a
Superpower.

\,1r. Vajpayee's decisiorr to speak in Hindi rvas -

evidently a step in the campaign to establish the right
of Hindi to be considered an ruternational language.
But how about giving it a little time to become -..a
national language, which it is still a long way frorn
becoming?

Tlrere is evidently a. crazy proposal from the World
Hindi Conference held at Nagpur in lg75 that Hindi
should be declared, as one of the world languages
along with the three or four at present in vogue.

One objection to this proposal is that the country
that requires such a move to be made has to pay the
cost of installation and other facilities which g,ould
coSt the Indian taxpayers a mere Rs. 12 crores. Mr'.
\/ajpayee told a press corrference in New York that he
would be deliglited if this could be done provided
the Finance Minister in India would spare the money
for the purpose. We would like to think that Mr.
H. M. Patel has a better sense of proportion.in this
matter ancl rvill dismiss the sugqest-ion: that the over-
Hindi chiruviuism with the conternpttrous laugh that
it cleserves.

The Maharaja In Danger
According to a newspaper report, Air India have

been asked by the Union Government to stop serv-
ing liquor to passengers on all their flights and Air
India management, who consider it impossible to im-
plement this directive without tlre most serious con-

(Continued on page 3)



5A NOSTATGIC EXPERIENCE'
JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

ffhis is the turt of a message sent Qy lvIr. layaprakash Narayan to the publishers ot' the Editor's

*o.,iol, oltey hs Irud gone through an aduunce copv sent to him by tlrc publislters..l

Gandhiii. In our own ways both of us have become
Gandhians, intellectually as well as spiritually.

Parliamentary politics had never attracted me, but
lvlinoo in his short parliamentarv career displaved
unusual forensic ability and understanding bf 

-na-

tional problems. I am sure that had he not with-
drawn from politics he would have risen to the
highest positions.

The period of life ancl history of which Minoo
writes in his present book was one of struggle and
upheavel, and Minoo was in the thick of it all. The
title of the book truly expresses the feeling of us,
young nationalists and socialists, lighting for freedom
and a new society. Minoo has taken particular care
and has never deviated from the facts. I think his
interpretations of the events of those days are also
obiective and truthful. I recornmend this-nrost-read-
able book to the Indian youth who might draw ins-
piration from it for national service.

It fias beert a rrostalgic experience for me to go

rg';",*{i'"i"l','i,?tilX?'ffi ;":"'e'b'ig;ffi 1i,Tto"i,'Jil*
t#'i,i";ik h;ad Central Prisort uptil now I have been

ii",ii?iJ'ri'having Masa'i's frie'dship attd love even

il;;il:;;etimes-there have been serious differences

;;;il;. But these differences never soured our

ffi;l;;i iiiations, and I still look upou l'Iinoo as

il;;i-;t dearest and nearest friends' N{inoo is a
il;";";; teller and beginning yv-1!h hi1-most Pop-qlaryd{'; i;;;" t; th" present book "Bliss was It In That
#;;:.:.-", he has remained a most readable, per-

;;;;'nnd int"t"tting writer'- He also has an extra-

.rr&in"ry sense of fairness and has been very con-

rg"i":"";l 
j;i #1""#*lii:?11fi*-il' il:tT,?'$ ::

iJitrtii- tiarted with pol'tical disagreement and

;;t.t;il of Mahatma Candhi' we both lave retain-

"d;;;i'"o* "" 
undiminished respect and regard for

ANOTHER ENTEtsBE!
All honour to the Government of the Federal

n;i;bu" ;i Germanv for the eourase strown

ilfr"til; lives saved'Uv..tll" blow ttieir com'
il"na"i struck at Moga.dishu arrport c'n Octo-

ber 18.""br"" again, as at Entebbe and earlier, it has

U"J"'"rt"Etished- that it is the decent and cou-

;;;;;; ;;"rse tlrat pro\/e-s ultimatelv to -be the

;i3;i'i;;;;;L o,'.. rvhile coing r' deal rvith mur-
i""t lui;ottts on tlre othei hancl releasing terro-

iiitr *'ho indulge in .):et more carnage'." iltfi"n-*ill thl pusillantmotts rulers of other

*r,r,riil"-t make a commitment in the company
irf iti""t and West -Germany to stand firm in
it 

"-1""u 
of blackmail?
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(Continued from Ttage 2)

seouences on their operations and indeed their survi-
;;T. ;;;-;"""rtedlv ihockecl at the directive' As it
ffi;;. eiii"aii has no monopolv such as-is enjov- 

]

ej'6;lit;-indian Airlines Co-operation and passen- 
|

lJtJi,""" " 
right to choose a1y -of the competinq ajr- 

|

f;;;r ;; *ttilti to flv. It w-ould be a great.pitv if the 
I

i"J' of i-i-sing a ban on liqrror -wele to destroy one 
i

;;-d,; frn5tl uidi"es in the rvorld and the wonderful 
I

ioUlif,"r been doing in promoting-tourism for India' 
I'- fh"- ftlotaraja hai been one of our best ambas- |

roat'i "i?'ial-rne. 
tourists :f t!"..y":l{,,ry9u1$ b9 

|

Good Roads do most to
develop the country and
CONCRETE

ARE BES

'with

;;;; si. hl;, go. trItr;' rvc plead rvitli Delhi t-o kegp 
i

its fads within the cotrntry- and to respect the olcl I

;:";:" ::ijn"i"-nt.e as the Romarts 3o"? |



PAUL JOHNSON DISCARDS SOCIATISM
(A ltttle before ItIr. Reg Prerftice, fornrcr Lobour Cabinet llinister, crossed the floor and ioined tlrc
C.onseruut.iue Purty in tlrc Ilouse _of Cornntotts in the beginning of October, arctlier in4'nrtuttt Britisl't
def cctor front Sociulisnr _tccs Puul lolmson, farnous .Edit6r of fhe News Statesmau, u,/ro luit the Labour
Put.y .itt .septentbe-r, LLr. loltnson is the uuthor of Enemies of Society, llublishid u tittl.e eurlier by
WeindenfeJd, and Nicolsen. T/ris fs u t:ondensutiott 61f an artir:le bg iitciwel. Dur:is published in tlle
Sunday Observer Review.)

p AUL JOHNSON, who resigned from the LabourI Party with a flood of invective about collecti-
vism and the closed shop, is not a man without ene-
mies. 'Cold', 'arrogant', 'patronisingl pay no atten-
tion to him,' rvere some of the things that were said
about him ir r.ny media circle, to which Mr. Johnson
also, more or less, belongs.

It is, not so e?qy, however, to ignore Mr Johnson.
His 4,000-word 'Farewell to the Labour Party'. pub-
lished in the current Neu Stutesmon, nTay 6au6 itt
faults. But few readers could remain iudiflerent to
its invective, particularly when, in a typigal John-
sonian fight, he implies that the Labour Party is on
the road that leads to Auschwitz.

Ile is the best polemical rvriter irr the country.
There is another reason why he caunot be ignor-
ed. He is, after all, a former editor of the New States-
man, and a member of its board. His disenchantment
with Labour continues an undeniable trend: Lord
Shawcross, George Brown, Woodrow Wyatt, Dick
Taverne, Professor Hugh Tbomas. Then-there are
Roy Jenkins, David Marquand and Brian Walden all
leaving our political scene.

The list is liable to make committed Labour sup-
porters foam at the mouth, but whatever one may
think of -this g'esp individually, it would be a very
bold Laboul Party strategist who dismissed their
malaise as totally rrnrepresentartive. Nor can they be
simply dismissbd as middle-class people whose life-
styles never suited socialism in the first place. The
life-styl-es of Michael Foot aqd Wedgwood Benn, to
say nothing of the Prime \{inister an-d Peter Jay, are
not exactly proietarian either.

Many of the old lohnson articles I had been read-
ing seemed to be stronglv informetl by historical rel'e-
rences.

- His ffrst love, he told me last week had always
been history. The one lesson of history was thht
'you cannot have political freedom without economic
freedom. You cannot have collectivism without a
threat to liberty. People who think otherwise are de-
luding themselves'.

What Nye Said
Two things,.he went on (needing little encourage-

ment from {eJ, w-ere necessary before you chang-ed
your political loyalties: intellebtual conviction 

"r,i "moment of emotional shock. 'The emotional shock
for me came over the closed shop. when British Rail
threw- people on to the street wlio had worked for
them for 20 years, simply becau.se they wotrld lotbow
their knee to trade union power'.

In support of his anti-trade union stance- Iohnson
quoted Nye Bevan. As an impressionable " young

4

man, he sat next to Bevan at a Tribune lunch in 1952
or '53, and he could clearly remember Nye saying

- he could quote him almost verbatim - 
'Never

confuse socialism with trade unionism.' Trade
unionism was a defensive reaction to capitalism.
Nye, said Johnson, hated the idea oI secret iaurusts
taking decisions and then setting out to crush their
opponents. Nye was the only Labour politician who
had managed to combine socialist concern for the
public good with intense individualism.

Later, I began to see how Johnson's mind might
operate. That choleric appearance is not deceptive.
He likes a ffght (he can be a risky dinner-table guest).
He is not merely a man of opinion, but a man of ffrm
opinion. Although he can be, as he was to me, extre-
mely courteous, and his friends find him tnost ngree-
able, somewhere inside he is very aggressive. I{ence
the violence with which he often writes.

He likes order (he types the notes for his books,
and uses a system of coloured inks and loose leaf
ffles to discipline his material). He likes clear deftni-
tions.

Unlike most of the rest of us, rvho live in a vague
grey muddle of imponderables, Johnson likes black
and white: Benn V. Thatcher, Paris students V.
General de Gaulle or (back in 1964) the young Beatles
fans, with their 'vacant faces', versus the next gene-
ration of national leaders.

A lot of the points that Johnson raises, in exilgge-
rated style, will be worrying others who used to vote
for the Labour Party as the party of compassion and
inclividual liberty, and are nbw having their cloubts.

EXPORT /\AI{RD \A/T\T{ERs.
yearafu )€ar!

|o;r rnibr rm lr il!. rohitric.td iltttl
ol rh. USA Uf. Cnd1 Gm..Y. f?rro.
USSR, ?ol$d rd A6rtdlr Thal't ttwa
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I\OT BY POLITICS ALONtr
"If Gandhiji hrad been with us today, he would have

combattecl the twin concepts of socialism and secu-
larism, because both of th-em demand for Caesar oi
the State what belongs to God or the individual con-
science", observed Mr. M. R. Jt4asani, while address-
ing the Ellisbridge Jaycees in A]-rmedabad on Gandhi-
ii s Rirth Anniversary. 'Jusi as rniln does not live by
bread alo_ne",--he added, "so no nation can live bi
politics alone".

The people today were thoroughly disillusioned
with .dictatorshiq, b-ut there was a ieal danger of
their being als-o disillusioned with democracy if Ihings
proce_ed as they have been doing for the last iix
months. There was widespread concern about the
country's future. It had therefore become necessary
to respond to Gandhiji's call to "turn the searchlight
inwards".

- It was as big a mistake to lay all the blame for the
horrors of the Emergency on lhe wickeduess of one
person as it was to indulge in the_cult_of personality.
Mr. Masani recalled that, at the All India eivil Libei-
ties Conference in Ahmedabad on October lS, lg/S,
he had expressed the view that what had happened
on 26th Jurre, 1975, was lhe "culmination of vrfiit had
gone-befo_re du_ring the past twentyffve years since
Ildia'g Independence". It was because the politicians
of India had, by and large, played the fooi and fail-
ed'the people that in ;une l-975, the people of India
had sullenly bowed to the establishment of an autho-
ritarian-regime, thus allowing the baby of democracy
to _be thrown out with the dirty bathwater of party
politics.

The basic cause thirt rrade the f'.urctiorriug of otrr
denrocracy so difFcult rvas thtrt the social ,r*ud r',on-
political roots of our society \4'ere so weak, as symbo-
lised by mass illileracy and the poor quality of ecluca-
tion, social bac\wardness reflected 

-in 
silperstition,

caste, untouchabilitr,, the suborclination of women arrd,
above all, the failure to develop individual character.
It was the human material that failed the noble ob-
iectives and manifestos of all polrtical ;tarties and had
led to the current disillusionment and scenticism.

On this backward society there had been an efiort
during the -past quarter century to impose the super-
structure of an all - embracing Socialist State which
had sought to dominate the economy, education,
sport and every aspect of life in deliance of Gandhi-ji's dictum that "that Government is best which

So too, religion had been scofted at and materialism
embodied in successive Five-Year Plans had been
elavated into r new rcligion.

India had suffered from too much politics and too
little citizenship. Our national life nieded to be de-
politicised. Mr. Masani saw little hope of economic
prosperity or political stabilitv unless the structure of
Statism and excessive controls which Rajaji had des-
cribed as "permit-license-quota-raj" wai dismantled
and the freedom of choice of the consumer, the pro-
ducer and the investor was restored.

The masses of India were God-fearins peonle and
believed in the values w'hich Rajaii hrci'descr'ib"d 

"s'Farm, Family and Freedom'. For a quarter of a cen-
tury now a handful of educated urban politicians had,
however', imposed on them a nraterialiit and Stalinist
philosophy, while neglecting the building of individual
character without which any system of government
is bound to fail.

IN THIS ISSUE

This is an issrre containing varied fare
coverinq a lot of grorrnd.

We are privileged to carrv lvlr. ]ayaprak.rsh
Nariry.an's commeni on the Editor's political
memoir "Bliss Was It In That Daun".

The need to repeal the 42nd Amendment
to the Constitution in toto, which is a matter
of current controversv, is stressed by the llditor.

The reasons for the blow struck at socialism
in Britain by the defection of Paul Johnsorr,
forrnerly Ediior of the Neu' Stqlestnnrr,"are ana-
lysed.

There are sevel'al items of news, such as
a report of a semirrar olganised by the Indian
Committee for Cultural Irreedom or:r Samachar,
the establishment o[ thc Rajaji Foundation, a
memorandum prepared by ir group of lawyers
belonging to the Comrnittee of a Hundred for
the repeil of the 42nd Amenclment and a sum-
marv of the Editor's .speer:h to Jaycees in
Ahmedabad.

This isstrr: can'ies thrce letters to tlre Eidi-
lor', one of them frrnn the well-knoln writer,
Col. \Ianohar \lrrlsorrkar.

Therc are book i,:r'icrvs bv NIr. Nf. R. Pai
and \frs. Geeta Doctor.

governs the least"



NO SAMACHAR MOi\OPOIY
Majority Report Criticised

(The fotlowing is a report_ of a Seninar on the_ .subie_ct-of Neu:s Agencics organised by the Indian
Cotrnnittee for Ciltural Freedom nnd the lndian Liberal Grouyt in Bonbag.)
'f HE replacement of Samachar by three News The arrangement proposed for international newsL Agen|ies - Sandesh, Varta and News India as coverage. is pernicious as it amounts to a monopoly.

recommJnded by the Report of the Committee orl News India i3 in a position to shut oll any inconvenient
News Agencies is worse than thc malady for it nrerely news source from coming into the-c_ountry. Secondly,
replaces-one Government monopoly by three". This the External Affairs Ministry would have a decisive
wis the view of journalists, aca-demicians and other say in organising this service and, fina)ly, the attempt
professional men at a Seminar recently organised at to sell Indian news abroad is likely to be a non-starter
bombay by the Indian Committee for Cultural Free- as the agency will lack credib-ility.
dom and the Indian Liberal Group. The financial implications of the recommendations

Mr. Anant Kanekar the well kiown writer was in are staggering. The Committee concedes that Sandesh
the Chair. Participants in the Seminar included Mr. wil-l operate bn a deffcit of Rs. 85 lakhs and News
M. R. Masani, Mi. Ratansinh Raida M.P., Mr. Moin-. India bn a deffcit of Rs. 60 lakhs. While not giving
uddin Harris, Mr. C. R. Irani (Managing Director of figures for Varta the Committee is - conlgnt to s-aY

Si"i"t"t""), Ut.-I"ttattO"ru*aia (Edi"tor"Bombay Sa- "Varta_ will operate at.-a. higlrer loss tharr Sandesh for
machar), ivfr. Jayanti Shukla (Editor Janmabhoomi), several years to gome-". - -Mr- n{a" Naiayan (Editor Tire Mirr6r), Mr. M. N. A caref.ul study of the ffnancial. impliqa$ons, as-C"ri"r'tr"*;;-bhi"i 

Reporter p.T.L);'Ms. Neerja -given in therepori sugge.st that the deffcit will initial-
ct;;itti;t ini*r"ti 6'- s. p. Aiydi, iiof. s. 3. iy be ns. 1.7 brores. The logic gf^th" co-mmittee's

ntr"""!",'Mt. R".nn Pandit, Mr. V. '8.'Karnik, Mr. reasoning would suggest that the deffcit-will increase

1.. B:- fi. W;at" 
""a f*1.. S. V. n"ir. gr.g.atly in the years to come. The .public g1gheque1' rhu seminar stressed that the setting 

:p".""{,j}":? ;l[ffi.1]:,biol"rfry,"rlt""i],:LTff:f1".":tttt 
and

iF:T::T1'^:-"-lilT'.,::-]k "t:Ti^ll,': ;- . -: Experience throuqhout th;L;";;rld has consis-

Hi;"#S'-";f H?iX#ff"r'l.,lt'Jt3:.T""il1?r3,i3: :"-T.tf 
reinrorced the truth that newspapers are best

v",tn ".d sandesh tan in ,'o s",'se t" *++liq_l1 ifril.f,1t,1J,.""tri*3t"?ii:i","H,",:f3$ .'ln"ofrii1r,PJ

i?fr:":i"5,*?:li'?":ff 

",:i:.i! 

j*ii*1,,i'fffi lliH] j:l,xi:*'si?a,H:.:H
languages and English-and Sandesh_in English. Their nJriirit of a free society.
roles are at best complementary and not competitive. *Th5^tffi;;';;r;;t"d'the 

right o[ newspapers to
Participants at the Seminar criticised the various have free access to sources of nervs from any part of

recommendations of the Committee on several counts. the world. Newspapers should also be free to set gp
-The Report had-totally misconceived the function-s news agencies wii.hin the country with access to the

of a news agencv by including within_ ils ambit s_u-ch internat'ional news agencies without which the ser-
extraneous considerations as the "moulding of iublic vices of a news aqenc., are not complete. The Report
opinion' and covering "the rich milieu of Indian was severelv criti*cised for paying 1ip service to-the
Lifi'. There are also exhortations to retain a 'sense right of newspapers to start news agencies w'lrile at
of proportion", be "socially re_sponsible" and "func- th"e same time dlnving such agenciei- access to inter-
tion as an instrument of social chartge." national news covCragl.

The Seminar noted that these expressions were re- The Seminar whilJdeplorine the snide referenees
miniscent of the justiffcation for the formation of to PTI and UNI in the Report felt that the best solu-
Samachar by the previous government. These had tion would be to restore PTI and UNI. They should
nothing to do with the genuine functions of a news have full freedom to develoo international news
agency which was to collect and disseminate news. coverage and start regional language services in ac-

It was pointed out that although subscribers were cordance with demand. The argument that this
in a maiority on the board of the proposed news arrangement would not work becattse of ffnancial con-
agencies it was unlikely that they would be able to straints does not bear sc:utiny. The single agency
exercise effective control in ensuring high professional Samachar today charges l0o/o more than the combin-
standards and efficient m_ah-agement be_cause of the ed services of the two agencies. The only safetv to
bureaucratic character of the proposed set up .The the subscriber lies in competition in costs as well as
basic data necessary for the setting up of a proper in professional exeellence.-
managerhent structure were evidently not available to Happily the Prime Minister and the. Informat'on
the committee. Even worse the recommendation had Ministir have invited public discussion and comment
chosen to disregard the overwhelming weight of evi- on the Report. However corries are somewhrt_ dif-
dence from sub-scribers referred to ii the-minute of ffcult to get with the result that there has been liftle
dissent in favour of two competing agencies primarily debate other than a few echoes of the maiority view
in English.

6
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WAWA_UI\SEEN RULER OF W. AFRICA
David Lamb

T Ol\,{E, Togo. - fo white people living in West
e Africa, the most dreaded word is "wawa," the

anguished cry of one who has lost another battle in
life's daily encounters.

F'ronr Senegal to Gabon, the expatriates lvajl: "I
was walaed." Then they will shrrrg, resigrred and
defeated, knowing that once more the system has
had the last laugh.

Wawa is an acronym for "q/1rst Africa Wins
Agaiu." All its victims recovcr evertttrlrllv, but
sorne have to leave the continent to do so.

Wawa is scheduled airplarres that do not show
up on the appointed clay, much less the appointed
hour. It is toilets and air conditioners aud refrige-
rators that stay broken forever because the new
shipment of parts will uot arrive until sontc:time next
year. It is lost baggage, shoddl' craftsmansltip and
an rrnflappable West Africa attitude that such incon-
venience-s- are nothing to get excited abdut in the
Iirst place.

"Wherr I ffrst got here, wavva drove rne crazv," said
an American housewife in Liberia. "People don't
show up when they say they will, y<-ru clrrr't get the
simplest thing done, the ine{ficiencv is deadly."

Unaffected

Such frustrations, of course, clo not alfect the .hlii
:cans one bit. Punctuality and elliciency are Wc'stern
concepts, antl Afric'a has survived for ir good many
years without relying on clocks or repairmen who
can fix a leaky faucet. Most Africans also ltave
incredible patience, never uttering a cornplaint, {or
example, if they have to wait in line for a frril day
to pay their water bill. Why, then, shorrld lr man
fidget and grouse just becausr+ he has to spend c.ight
or nine hours in an airport transit lor.rngc?

Nevertheless, it is difticult uot to be ovenvhelmed
by tlre indiilerence, incompetence and incomprehen-
sion in West Africa, where life moves at :t turtle's
pace under the warm tropical skies. (lVarva is sel-
donr heard in the cities of Dakar, Seneg:rl, and Abid-
jan, Ivory Coast, because both are still run basically
by the French.)

\ot long ago, an Air Nigeria flight took off from
Lagos, circ'led for 30 minutes, therr retumed to the
airport for "technical" reasons. thc technicality
was that sorneone had filrgotteu to lo:rcl the baggage.
And shortly after takeofi] the pilot of an i\ii"M"ail
fight inforlned his passcngers that he had solved the
jet's overweight problem by leaving the luggrrge be-
hind. It vvould catch up with thenr, he said, sorne-
time in the future.

A U. S. diplomat hurryinq to a conf'erence in Kin-
shasa caught an _Air _Zaire fligirt which, according to
his ticket, t'as hc'aded to his destirratiou. I{c ar-
rived instead in Dakar, startled to learn the fliglrt
he had taken actually was'arrother flight tlrat was

two days lale and the airplane rvas trying to recoup
its schcdule.

Some critics suggest that the reason rrothing cver
seems to get accomplished in much of Frerrch-cultur-
ed West Alrica is because the A{ricans, in the best
tradition of their former French rulers, spend all
their time shaking hands and saying "Ca va?"

A more likely explanation is thai the srrn is too
comortably warm in West Africa (in the former
French and British parts) and productive enorrgh so
that traditior'ally the African never haci to wcllivery
hard to irrsure *t least a subsistence living for him
and his family. Theirs is an acceptance of and
tolerance for the realization that West. Africa pro-
bably rvill always go oq winning. It is a phikrsriphy
that a few old expatriates begrrrdgingly come to ac-
cept, too.

The regional manager of a Western pharrrraceuti-
cal lirm had waited for five hours in the Accra,
Ghan-a, airport recently for his llight to Kinshasa.
Finally, tlie airport made its lirst announcement
about the delayed fight: It was t,rverllyirrg Accra
because the airport had no fuel. The next flight
was in three davs.

The man sltrulged and uttered only a single word

- "Wawa."
Courtesy : Los Angeles Timcs
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WORT.,D NEWS
RUSSIA'S LUXURY CAR

By Kevin Klose

f N a burst of promises as good as arrything Det-I roit ever drearned, the Soviet Union has trnveil.
ed the latest model of its luxury-car "Seagull" 

-this one complete with airconditioning, radio and
tape deck, :rutomatic transrnissior-r and power steer-
hrg and boasting a top speed of 110 m.p.h.

Tass says production will begin this 1,c-irr on the
model 14 "Seagull" ("Chaika" in Russiun). "The
Nerv Chaika model ilnswers all modern rcrpire-
ments." .fass reported. "The nerv car is u'ell-
designed, dynamic and reachcs 100 kilometers per
hour in 15 seconds.

"It is very comfortal>le inside. The noise of the
powerful elrgine does rrot amlov the passengers.
Therc is an air-conditioning installatiorr, arrd built-in
stereo car radio with a tape recorder. There is no
clutch pedal - the atrto has autornatic gear box and
power steering."

A photo of the new car in the jr)urnal "Trud"
slows a low-slung body rvith the slightly l-'oxy lines
of the latest model cadillacs, subdrred clrromework
and a tasteful grill. It is quite different in looks
from the present Chtrika, s'lrich according to a Bri-
tish car enthusiast now residerrt in Moscow "looks
like nothing so much as a 1956 I\{ercury."

Tlre car will have a 220-HP engirle and rvill seat
seven persons. It will be equipped rvith a bench-
type rear seat, probal:ly two pubket seats in front,
end two fold-down jump seats, arr arrangernent
somewhat similar to the prcsent Checker cab.

Chaikas come in one known colour - black. This
is because they are reserved exclusively for Soviet
officials. Ordinary citizens must stand in line for
the much smaller cars that are tl.re backbone of the
Soviet Union's burgeoning auto industry - the Zhi-
gulis, Moskvitches and Zaporozhets that crowd
Moscow's increasingly congested streets.

Terss underscored the exchrsivity of the Chaika in
its artnouncement. It did not quote a sticker price
becatrse there isn't any.

Besides, the total output rvould hardly keep a
dealer awake. According to a senior editor at the
Soviet auto nragazine "Behind the Wheel," (month-
ly circulation, 2.5 million, 80 kopecks a ccpy, sub-
scription onll'r the Chaika plarrt presently is churn-
irrg orrt its Iuxrrry vehicles at the rate of three every
two days.

"The Washington Post", August 12.

HOW NOT TO CREATE JOBS
Pols and profs may be stumped about how to bring

down unemployment, but Conservative Murray
Weidenbaum has a whole shelf of niftv nostrums.
Tongue resolutely in cheek, Weidenbairm, at the
meeting of TIIr{E's Board of Economists, offered this
"briefing for liberals" on a ftve-poirrt Fermanent
Strategy to Fight Unemployment:

8

Raise the minimum wage again. If you are press-
ed to admit the aclverse employment effects, say that
the1, will be offset by a larger public-jobs bill. Do
not talk about inflation; tlxtt will only nmddy the
waters. Appeal to the v<.rters' he:rrts.

Increase the ernployers' share of Social Security
taxes. After all, they can allord it. The best tax is a

hidden tax. Under no circumstances admit to any
knowledge of economics; scrupulously avoid discus-
sion of the effect this rvould have on the demand of
labor.

Close all those tax "loopholes." Aim cspecinlly
at those fostering saving and investment. Trickle-
down prosperity is unfair; better to settle for trickle-
up unemployment,

Tighten Government regulation of business. As
a result of such regulation, only a few thopsand pen-
sion plans have folded, only a few hundred foundries
have been forced to close. And there are no reports
of personnel officers blowing their brains out trying
to develop affirmative-action programs for alcoholibs
and drug addicts.

If all else fails, flail away at the multinational
corporations. Tell about their runaway plants hiding
behind the European Community tariff walls. Mix
yorrr metaphors fuell and lrequeirtly.- 

- 
.Tinrc, 

October 3.

CARTER WANTS TO SCRAP WELFARE
from Ralph flarris in Plains, Georgia

President Jimmy Carter yesterday urged Congress
to scrap the nation's welfare system.

In iti place he wants a new scheme that would
compel many Americans to take iobs in order to qua-
lify Tor an1'-supplementary welfare relief.

The President told a Press conference: 'The wel-
fare system is anti-work and antifamily, unfair to the
poor and wasteful of taxpayers' dollars'.

- Sritduy ()b-serosr, August 7.

JAY INTERVENES FOR MRS. THATCHER
Mrs. Thatcher meeting with President Carter this

week nearly failed to take plirce, I herar, and ironically
came about only after th6 .\rnbassadorial irtterven-
tion of Mr Callaghan's son-in-law Peter Jay......

Both Cyrus Va"nce, Secretary o{ State 
- ahd Zbig-

new Brzezinski, national security advisor felt that
Mrs. Thatcher should be treated in the same way as

her French and Cerman coutrterl-'trts.
Only after discreet protests by the British Ambas-

sador io the United Siates, Peter Jav, ioinecl by the
American Ambassador in London, Kingman Brewster
did the White House begin to relent. -It began to be
emnhasisecl that the President had alreadv told h{rs.
Thatcher how much he looked forward to'seeing her.

White House officials are, however, now ernphasis-
ing that this is the last exception, they will make.
Mrs. Thatcher will not meet the President again un-
til she reaches *ojB"u, 

Teregraph, september 15.
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DRINK CREATES IIAVOC IN

QOYIET arrtlroritics ar(' l)ci:rq
9tlte breatlr test for shoP .;tlfl

rvide-spreircl tlrttttketriit'ss Ili'lrirrd
ters.

SOVIE'I' SIIOPS
I\,Ioscorr,, Jul1, 29.

rrrged to irrtlocluce
after disclostrrcs of
tlre rration's cotttt-

'I'he demrncl for torrglrer llleilsrlres came ft'otn the:

weekly Lite.rarg Cazetle, which reported .ou il strlve)'
condticted by a te'arn o[ cloctors rrsirlg British lrreath-
test etltriPmeut.

Iu several shops they foLrrrd tlrat its lllitll\/- as }alf
the sales ltersorutel rrncl othel sta{I rvere dnrnk it
said.

The Literurg Cuzette cited the caser tlf 1I \vomalr
shoprrer rvho sufferecl a stroke after [reirrg irrstrlted
by 'a^ druukc'n btttt:her ancl saitl there was 

-r,o 
<loubt

that shop :tssistants rvho clrank cttulci be clatrgerotts.
"Let trs have tradc ittspectors rviro t.rot only prevent

the giving of short ch:tnge arrd slrort rveiglrt, but
also -drive out the smell of clrttnkeutress frorr.r the
shops" it sricl.

The survey was carrietl out at th-- srrggestior.r rlf
Literory Cazette in l large bttt ttnttirrrtcd Soviet
to$,n. Although limitecl itr scope, the findings stig-
gested that ancillary stafl, like warclrr)ttst'tnt'rt Attd
nortels, were the worst offellders closely [r-,llor'ved

bv butchers and those rvho sold veget:rllles, the
report said.

Cashiers had the best record - all tlro.se tc-stecl
wcre sober - and there was less clrinking in self-
service shops than elservhere: In oue food shop the
researchers- were told b1' the manageress that lier'
sta[I were "angles", brrt the llreath test irldicated
otherwise - five '*'ere dru1k. five st lter.

One man blew the blood nlcolrol irrclicator trll the

dial, and later admitted io hiiving drtrnk red u'ine,
follou'ed by vodka and beer.

ln anothel shop the breath-test erluipment was
accused of lying by a man rvho swore he rlevel'
drr'rnk anything -but rnitreral water. Wlrcn cloctols
asked hirn to*close his cves 11111 lrrrtclt lhe tip of
his nose, he poked hinrscif irr thc cve.

The most sober establishmerrt itr torvtt \\'as il but-
cher's shop rvhere all btrt orrd of the staff passed

the test. The odd matr out was the dt:putv mallagel''
who came lurching along the wall ttl greet the re-
searclt team with i cheeiful: "It's by birtliday."

Thnes of lndiu, Jtrly 29.

POWELL'S RACE FIGURES'CO\{ING TNTTE'

By Mary Ellen Synon

Ivlr Dipak Nandy, former director of the Ruuny-
mede Trust ar.rd mernber of the Equal Opportunities
Cornrnissiou rvho ottce clisrrrisscd i\lr. Erroclr I'c,rvcll's
statistics on race a-s "sinrply macl," admittcd 1'ester-

(Cotiittue.d otr ltuec I(t)

Nouentbar,1977



COMMITTEE _OS] A HUI\DRED DEMAI\,DS
'IOTAL RtrPEAL

LAWYERS' MEMORANDUM ON 42Nd AMENDSIENT

EOLLOWING on the first activity of the Com-I mittee of A Hundred which was to'draw atten-
iion of the concerned Authorities to the problem of
admission to Medical Colleges in Maharashtra, the
Committee has now directect its attention to the very
important matter of the repeal of the- 42nd Amend-
ment which is agitating the minds of freedom loving
citizens in the country.

Members of the Lawyers Group of the Committee
cousistiug of \lr. Porus .ltlehta, Mr. -Anil Diwan, Mr-
D. H. Nanataty, and \'lr. & lvlrs. Radhakrishnan 42rrd
who have examined the question of the repeal of the
fmendment have prepared a Memorandum which
has been forwarded io the Prime Minister and the
Union Law Minister, which reads as follows: -!

(a) The Janata Party in its manifesto has pledg-
ed total repeal of the 42nd Amendment to
the Constitution. Divergent views have been
expressed by important members_ of the _Ja;
nafa Party about the repeal of the 42nd
Amendment. One view is that useful provi-
sions of the 42nd Amendment mav be retain-
ed. Another view ilrcluding tliat of some
cabinet members is that the 42nd Amend-
ment must go as whole. In fact, two of the
members after taking their oath of offfces as

Ministers made a special exception in the
case of the 42nd Amendment which became
later on the subject matter of ir decisior-r

of the Delhi High Court.
(b) It is a matter of regret that there is a move

not to repeal the 42nd Amendment in its en-
tirety. Such an attitude woul6 amount to
a breach of faith with the electorate. Apart

WORLD NEWS
(Contd from Ttage 91

day that "Mr Powell's doom-laden projections are'
likilv to be comins true."

R6ferring to prJdictions made in the late I960s
that by the end of the century British city-centres
worrld-be largely coloured, IvIr' Nandy said that at the
time he and others challenged Mr Powell.

There would not necessarily be, they had said at
the time, "increased density of coloured immigrants
in inner cities," Now however Mr Nandy says 'im-
peccable non-discrimination policies" in urban hous-
ing have produced heavy concentration of coloured
immigrants.

Mr Nandy was speaking at a conference on hous-
ing and iobs organised by the South Bank Polytechnic
in London, and pleading for'tpecial provision for
special groups" 

'':Hr? Tebgtaph,september 15.

l0

(c)

(d)

(e)

from it, such a move is contrary to sound
principie. There are several r-easons why
^all ariendments to the Constitution made
cluring the period of the emergency should
be repealed altogether.

i)' There *ui no public debate on them'
ii) The Press and other media were at

that time muzzled.
iii) Even in Parliament and State Assem-' blies there was ,no debate worth the

name.
iv) kadins Oonosition leaders in Parlia-

ment 
"Ier"^fh"tt 

imprisoned without
trial.

v) The Ametdments vrere rushed through' in an unconscionable manner'
vi) From the facts which have come to' light after the elections, the declara-

ti]on of emergency itself seems to be
illegal.

It ir thereTore neccssary that public opinion
ihould dqmand that thi pledge to repeal the
nZ"a 

-eil""arient- in totb b{ canied- out. If
ro desired, trose changes which are co-nsi-

dered to be useful could then be reintroduc-
ed through fresh constitutional Amendments
*ti"[-"oiia be discussed operrly and freely
and considered tln their merits.
The alibi that is sought to be raised, that
tft" Conct"ss memberi in both Houses of
i;"iU"*"""t would block the passing of the
Bill to reD€al the 42nd Amendment, is un-
accelrtabl6. The right coursb is for th-e Union
Gov6rnment to move for a repeal of the
42nd Amendment and dare the Opposition
to defeat it.
In this context the statement issued by the
Suoreme Court Bar Association on August
5,iW7, expressing 'alarm and dismay' at the
fict that i"u"t"i- State Governments and
even the Uhion of India had been relying
in the courts of law on the provisions of
the 42nd Amendment so as to deprive citi-
zens of their legal rights, is to be welcom-
ed. As the Asiociatiln rightly says, this
would appear to indicate that the Govern-
ment aciiriesces in the denial of citizens'
rights. ihe statement of the Bar Associa-
tio-n further nuts on recotd the fact that
lawyers throulhout the country have strongly
supported thJ stand that the 42nd Amend'
m6nt should be abrogated. The Bombay Bar
Association has als-o passed a resolution
similar to the one passed by the Supreme
Ccurt Bar Association."



Reuiews
. FREEEDOM FIRS AND LAST

I'rophets of Freedom und Enterprisa bv i'r'lichael
Eveni. (Kogan Page, Price € 2.95 pg. 88.)

THE Indian elite (having been educated at ther cost of the poor, as Dadabhai Naoroji rightly
pointed out nearly a century ago) prayed for an en-
iightened dictatorship when they were blessed with
a wonderful Constitution, ensuring them basic free-
doms. Mrs. Indira Gandhi fulfflled their wishes on
25th June, 1975. After tasting "enlightened dictator-
ship", a number of them have found that there is no
such thing as an enlightened dictatorship unless you
erluate enlightenment with torture of the innocent,
jailing people without trial because petty bosses of
the ruling party give lists of "dangerous people" to
the local police, a Press, Radio and Television de'
bauched by intellectual prostitutes in power, misuse
of police powers of the State to extort monies from
industrialists and traders, and to threaten common
people, and a general degradation of life by a state
policy based on lies, distortions and organiseil vio-
lence.

This messege has, howevcr, been very clear in the
writings of several liberal writers. Aims of Industry
in the U.K. has done a great public service by er-
ranging .to publish a small but highly informative
bool -Piophets of Freedom and Errterprise" edited
by lr{ichael Evens.

Our illiterate masses, who retrieved the lost frec-
doms in March 1977 elections by giving the boot to
the "enlightened dictatorship" establishment, cannot
read the writings of these liberal thinkers. They do
not need them either because they have the right in-
stincts and can distinguish between good and bad.
The confused educated can and should read this book.
Since they plead lack of time to read the originai
writings, the next best thing they can do is to read
this highly readable book. Eight learned men have
presented the liberal philgsophy of Adam Smith, John
Stuart Mill, Alfred Marshall, John Maynard Keynes,
Prof. Milton Friedman, Ludwig von Mises, Prof.
Karl Popper and Prof. F. A. Hayek.

The essence of their thinking is given in brief es-
says which dispel some of the misrepresentations

. which their original writings have sufi-ered at tho
hands of prejudiced Marxist intellectuals. For ins-
tance, Adam Smith did not exclude governmenl from
all activity: on the contrary, he saw a great role for
it, particularly in creating a framervork for economic
activrfies, a iob in which many of them have notably
failed. His rvanrirrgs have come true in countries liki
India with their statist economic policies. "Great na-
tions are never impoverished by private, though they
sometimes are by public, prodigality. The whole, or

almost the whole public rcvenue, is in most countries
employed in maintaining unproductive hands

Some poliUcians use- "compeUtion" as a dirty word,
a "monopoly" as a blanket u'ord to couer fnv and
every ent.etprise. _ John Stuart Mill clearly enunciat-
ed the diflerence between these two concepts: utterly
dissent from ...... declarations against 6ompetition
...... Monopoly, in all its forms is ihe taxation'of the
industrious for the support of the indolence, if not
of plunder ...... I do not pretend that there are no
incoveniences in competition ...... But if competition
has its evils, it prevents greater evils ...... no olne will
be able to foresee a time when it will not be indis-
pensable to progress......-

r\{ill emp}rasised another aspect of the statpls role
rvhich needs to be noted todiy more than. ever be-
fore. State control of education would help depotism,
he warned.

The_ controversy between Keynesians, of govern-
mental intervention in the economy by liberal-deftcit
fina,ncing, and Firedmanites, i.e. ihoie who'support
curbs on 

-mone_y creation and marginal role fo?^the
state, is aft-er all not so acute, as both John Maynard
Keynes and Prof. Ivlilton Friedman areiibeial tritnCti
thinking. This conclusion emerges from two essays
on these great economists. _ Poini-ing out that Ktyn'es
!lt"""y was a speciff-c remedy for lg50s and pot an all-
time prescription, the author says that Keynes was a
liberal in_ politics, and helped to draw up lhe Liberal
Party policies in 1980 th6ugh he was^ not a party
member.

Of relevance and special interest to us in India to-
day is Friedman's warning that infation arising from
Government's abuse of its monopoly power over
money supply and consequent attempts at control of
the 6conomy through bureaucratic regulation leads
to distortionl and eventually to the undermining of
the rule of law. Whereas, if government concentrates
on its essential tasks such a1 preserving law and
order, provicling a framework of iaws appFicable to all,
and a stable monetary environment, it would be
rendering a far greater service to its citizens, the
cause of social justice (the ffrst victim of inflation)
and democracy.

Two modern thinkers who are neglected in studiec
in India are Ludwing von Mises and Karl Popper.
Their warnings against well intentioned persons con-
verting the State into an all-powerful Moloch and
thus destroying individual freedoms which the rulers
all the while profess to believe in needs attention.
Contrasting inJtitutional (rule of law) methods against
direct action (bureaucratic control), Popper points
out that the former helps to preserve democracy
while the latter leads to its destruction.

Friedrich August von Hayek, whose monumental
research and writings have shakan the intellectuals
in the western world from their apathy, is another

ll
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thinker neglected over here. He has pointed out that
once intellectuals are assured of their own liberty,
they wish to mould society according to some ideal
rvhich precludes liberty to others!

I{ow true ! This brand of intellectrral is prominent
in the Indian political landscape. The "Emergency"
in India proved what Hayek argued in his master-
piece, "The Constitution of Liberty" and other writ-
ings: there is no half ot cluarter or partial freedom.
The Rule of Law in economic and political sphere
are two sides of the same coin. Those who love free-
dom cannot afford to decry autonomous institutions
like a strong and independent iudiciary, a free Press,
universities and other educational institutions outside
the grip or influence of government, voluntary social
institutions and a vigorous competitive enterprise.
The State has a big job in protecting them as rvell
as creating conditions for them to flourish.

This book should be available in a paperback,
cheap edition in countries like India. Confused in-
tellectuals who profess their love for freedom can do
no better than at least think over the points made,
and honestly ask themselves the question: "If free-
dom is worth it for themselves, can thev afford to
overlook the arguments of these thinkertt'nn. 

O. ,O,
. ART OF CENTNAL ASIA

- by Cbhayl Bhattacharva
(Agam Prakasan, Rs. 200)

M ARCO Polo was there and so was that peri-
^'' patetic Chirrese pilgrim Fa-Hien. With the dis-
covery- of the sea routes linking the East rvith the
West, the tourist traffic along the old Sjlk roads
through central Asia dwindled and with it went the
culture that flotrrished there between the 2nd and
l0th centuries A.D. The once carefully tended oases
were neglected and with the invasioir of the pro-
selytising hordes marching under the Islamic bauner,
the central bowl of Asia revertcd oncc more to a
dustfilled basin.

It is only during the last century that Western
archaeologists and travellers siarted scraping the
dust bowl to discover a vast qtrantity of relics and
antigrrities. The mosi lvell knorvn amorlg them is
Arrrel Stein, r'rho in the earlv part of this cenfury
lec! tlrlee exneclitions irito the regiorr, rvhich is bound
on one side'by the Creat Wall of Chirra and on the
other by t-he Ural mountains ancl the ()aspian sea.
Steir.r rvas follorved by t'eams of Japur.resc. French and
German archaeologilts, all o[ -whorn 

discovered
quantities of ancient loot rvhich has ltcen preserved
in the Museums of their respective <,otrrrtries. Ms.
lhatlacharya gives a brief sunrmarv of these expedi-
tions and 

'goes 
on to rnake a de'tailed examinition

of thc various artifac:ts with spec'ial referrence to the
wooden objects from the Noithcnr Silk road. Her
bock is the result of a doctoral theses on the subject
granted by the Freie Universitl,, West Berlin. This

12
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can plobably give an ideir of both ihe qualifications
:rrrd linritatiorii of t'lre rvork. It is obviously not
rneiurt for the gerrcrirl reacler brrt will serve ils un
aclmilable gtride for thclsc. rvho rvislt to do further
research.

'[he art o{ central Asia shorvs the influence of a
multiplicity o[ st1'les in which the Hellenistic, Indian,
Iranirrn and Chinese are the most immerliately recog-
nisable. It is of course erxtremell, difficult in a situa-
tion like this to srry who influenced rvltom, but it ivas
Aurel Stein rvho suggestecl from the remains of a
ruined temple at Nliran u4rich shorved a hollow
donted circular shrine rvitlr a solid stupa, a form
rrsed in Indiarr rock-cut halls, that this could havo
been a prototype for the later Christian rotundas. Ms.
Bhattacharva does not rvaste her tirne in such inte-
resting speculation br.rt concentrates on giving a
thoroughgoine description of the major portion of
the u'ooderr objects of the Berlin collection, a third
of which conrprise of Budhrr ffgures.

In the ftrst section N{s. Bhattrcharya describes the
trtificats region or oases-wise, differentiating the
various distinctive elements and tracing the com-
mon traditions such as the Gandharan Which are
to be noticed. She uses illustrations to clarify some
of her points. This is follorved by a large and
highly detailed description of each one of [he 552
illustrations each of which bears a seri:rl number and
a registration number of the \,[useum, These details
will no dotrbt be of great help to those who have
no direct access to the obiects themselves.'

GEETA DOCTOR

THE RAJAJI FOUNDATION
The best memorial to Rajaji would be one not of

brick and mortar but in the spreading of his message
of Dharma and the norrns for a free, Iiberal society,
said lt4r. Masani addressirrg " presi conference iri
Bombay on September 23. He pointed out that Ra-
iail's views are as relevant today as they were when
he first propounded them. Basic to Raiaji's thinking
was the need to educate the people "raiher than run
after the immediate pleasurel oT transient political
power". This was the advise he gave to the Swatan-
tra Party which he founded

The occasion for the press conference was to an-
nounce the formation of the Rajaii Foundation as a
registered trust. The Foundation pronoses to orga-
nise public meetings, study circles, seminars and dis-
cussions, publish pamplrlets and material of relevance
to developing situations from time to time and at all
times to seek to keep Raiaii's memorv fresh in the
hearts and minds of 'the 

pebple.

The Trustees of the Firundatioir are lr{r. IvI. R.
N{asani, Mr. Parmitnlnd Keiriwal, N{r. Girish K. h{unshi,
N4r. K. H. Subramanian, N{rs. Sosan L. Panday and
N{rs. S. V. Raiu. The Foundation is located at 143,
Mahatma Gandhi Road, Borrrltal' .100 023.
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Tl-lE FORTY-SECOND MUST CO-(Contd. frottt poge 1)

of being adopted, So rvhat? Does it mean that a
Government in a parliameutat'y democracy should
only introdrrce legislation for rvhich a majority in
both Houses of Parliarnent is r-ssnred in advance?
There ale many countries, particularly those that
have Federrrl Constittrtiot.ts sttch 0s or,u's, where the
Government of the day enjo1,5 a majority in the
Low'er House but not in the Second Chamber. A
case in point todaf is the present Labour Govern-
rnent in U.K. The House cf Lords - 

with a Con-
-servative majority - has or1 tnorc than one o<-'casion
throrvn out legislation adoptecl by the House of
Comrnons. Does this mean tlut Mr. Callaghan
shotrld frorrr now on serrd for N{rs. Margaret That-
cher for a quite chit chat and say: 'Margaret, old
girl, do you rnind very much if I introduce a bill for
such and such purpose, and u'ill you please tell tlie
Lords to behave? If you don't, I shall desist from
introducing the measure in the Commons." How
Iong would \4r. Crrllaghan last in olffce if he ri'ere
to follow the strategy that certirin leaders of the
Janata Government in Delhi have anuounced that
they propose to follorV?

Quite apart from principle, this is not even good
Parliamentary procedtrre or strategy. The correct
thing for the Janata Government is to introduce a
Bill -for the totil repeal of the 42nd Amendment and
dare the Congress Party to throw it out in the Raiya
Sabha. Let the people of India know rvho comes
in the way of the rescinding of this infamous Amend-
ment so well described in the Janata lvlanifesto.

There has been a certain deal of speculation about
the motivation for this attempt at brrcktracking. One
of the suggestions advitnced is that the Janrrta Gov-
ernment either find some of the porvels bequeathed
to it by Mrs. Gandhi's regime u'orth hanging on to
or that they do not have the guts to come forward
before the bar of ptrblic opinion and iustify the
repeal of certain provisions. ,

Wlratever the motive, there can be little doubt
that, if this attitude is persisted ir-r, it may (,pen the
door to quite infortunate compronrises. Tnke, fol in-
stance, trvo objectiorrrrble prt.rvisions in the 42nd
Arnendment about rvhich orie hears a great deal of
humrring and hav'ing already' going on in l)elhi.

The ffrst rrf these is the introduction of the terms
'secular' aud 'socialist' in the description of our
Republic. Since the mirjority of the Indian people
are Cloclfearing and love their land and theii pro-
perty', both terms are objectiotrable. In case there
should be any attempt to put a glos.s on the rrreirning
of these words, a refereuce to tlre Concise Oxford
Dictionary shows that ihe terrrr "secular" is defined
as "sceptical of religious truth or oppose:d to religi-
ous education", while tlre term "socialism" is clefined
as "a theory rvhich advocates State ownership and
control of tlre mealls rif production, distributioir and
exchange". By contrirst, otrl Constitution g;Llaran-

tees the right to tl're Freedorn of Religion and the
eiving of religious edtrcntion in schools belonging
to the rninorities by Articles 25 to 28 and Article 80
rvhile the Right to Propertl, is ir Fr.nrdamental Right
of the citizen gualanteecl by Articles 19 and 31.
Our Constitution is thus neither sectrlar rrrrr socialist.

Puppel President?

Another obnoxious Arneudrnent is that which
reduces the President of the Reptrblic to u rnere
puppet and rubber stirmp of the Prime lvlinister and
Cabinet of the day. Let us imagine that a future
Prime Minister comes to the then President and asks
him to sign a Proclamation of Emergency suspend-
ing the Fundamental Rights of the citizen. Under
the present dispensation, if tl're President objects to
signing such a Proclarnation bec:rtrse the precondi-
tions to such a Proclamatioi-r do not exist, all that
the Prime Minister has to <lo is to say tlat the
Cabinet of the day so rvills it and that thb President
is bound bv the "advice". This is precisely what
happened bn 26th JLrne 1975. Do ie want it to
happen again?

Even worse, if the Prime tr{irrister of tlre day and
his party lose their majoritv in the Lok Sabha and
the President quite rightly asks for their lesignation,
the Prime Minister - trnless this amendment is
repealed - would be justiffed in telling the President
to abide b1' the Cabinet's advice, with the result that
the President becomes plrty to a cottp d'etat stbvert-
ing the Constitution and democracy itself.

The President is one of the valuable checks and
balances, along rvith the indepenclent iudiciary,
against the domination of the Parliamentary execu-
tive of the day. In his Prisor-r f)iilr'\/, \{r. Jayaprakash
Narayan was provoked on September 7, 1975, by
certain remarks made by the th<.n Attorney-General
about the supremacy of Parliement' to write: "This
is a horrendous picttrre of our clemocracy. No
rvonder Gandhiji called parliamentarv democracy a

dictatorship of the maiority What does the
supermacv ol Palliament mean? It meliis solnething
sordid, something levolting to a democrat ! A
Parliament virtuallv menns the Cabinet . ....... the
Cabinet means the leader, the Prime tr'Iinister
So let no one be beguiled by the concept of the
supremacy of Parliarnent. The corrcept jtrst does not
fit into the picture. Here there must be clearly
lrrid down ch?cks and halarces. No orgarn of the
State should be supreme".

On another page is to be founcl a text of a memo-
lanclum prepaied by the lawl,er nrer-trbels of the
Committee of a Htrnch'ed rvhich lias lleen presettted
to the Prime l{inister and the Lau' \{inister at the
end of Septernber. It is to be hoperl that, e'ven now,
the Janata Government rvrll tlrarv back from the
lrrirtk arrd desist frorrr rrrakirrg a rtristake fcll w'lrich
one clal' the c'ountr1, ma1' hin'e to ltav lt tragic price.

ll



Letters
THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG

. I)uring the drrrk days of the Emergency.
I used to often argue that the real reason behind
the total censorship of news was Mrs Gandhi's fear
of exposrrre; that some of the things done by those
who were close to her had been so scandalorrs that
public knou'ledge of thern rnight have brought her
government crashing dorvn.

This argument r'r'as not altoqether a fiction-writer's
hunch. It may be recalled that, even before that
day of irrfamy, 25th June 1975, many tlrings such
as the Jakotia case, the Naqarwala case, the N'Iaruti
case, the Tulmohan case. ancl irbove all the connec-
tion of some of the smuggler kings with some of
the men at the seat of power, were being openly
talked about. (Was it not Yeshpal Kapoor to whom
Haji N{astan said he had paid thirty lakhs of rupees?1

Admitted, my view was put forward only arnong
close friends and in whispers, for I too, like most
citizens dreaded the prospect of being marched oft
to the Gulag Archipelago.

The horrifying thing is that not even a fiction
writer could have guessed the reality, which was
as if the N{afia had taken over control. 'fhanks to
a hectic spell of evidence-destroyirrg made possible
by the iuterrugnum before the Janhta government
became an effective instrument, what has come to
light - rvhat will ever come to light - can only
rJpresent the tip of the iceberg. Birt even that tip
is of such staggering proportions_ that Kuldip Nayar,
the N'Iankekars, and a dozen others, have not even
chipped itis surface. Who, for instance call ever
know the full story of the activities of that sinister
organization called the RAW?

The murk that daily comes out in such large dol-
lops shorvs that Richard Nixon and his men rvere
but rank amateurs in the art of political nalpracti-
ces; that 'All the President's \{en were like sthool-
boys playing at robbers when cornpared to 'All the
PM's N,Ien'.

True, the Americans told lies and doctored evi-
dence and organised telephone taps and a burglary.
But at best all this was done out oT a sense of loy'alty
for their Chief, at worst, or retainins their 

'srip
on the power and infuence that floweil from tf,eir
positions. They dicl not ford their orvn nest; at
least, norre of thern, so far as is klorvn, misappro-
priated mone\/ for personal gains.

How can \\'e compare H. R. Haldeman and John
Ehrlichman with oui own brand of henchmen ivho,
even rvhile tlrey cracked the whips, orgarrized n.rid.
night -raids orr citizen's houses, dismissed or promoted
ofEcials, chastised ministers and issued order:s to thenl
were also busy buildillg up .r'ast private fortunes by
helpilg themselves from tlic cofieis of the party.

And above all, would rrot Richard Nixon have
come out of Watergate without too much loss of

t4

face if only he had shown the forethought of rnaking
a rnerry little bonfire in the White I{ouse to burn
the olTending tapes as N{rs Ganclhi dicl in the <'ase
of her private papcrs? Who knows what rvent irrto
thc flames a.t No. 1 Safclarjunq Road besides those
25-1'ears-old petlol bilis of the late NIr Feroze
Clandhi?

Manohar Malgonkar

LAND OF SUPERSTITIONS AND FADS

hr this lancl of organised superstitions and fads
rvltich rvind rrp in the cerneterv of dertd ideas, our
political lcraders havo made gods of thenrselves rnuch
beforc they hirve earned the right to be people.
Tlrey will never know when to 

-i:e 
silent, blecairse

they do not knorv that ver1, cften silence is the
besi substitute for brains. fhet, rvill turn irn earfr,rl
into a nrorrthful at the drop of a. hat.

We are told that we must not drink, as it is in
bad taste to drink that which tastes good. Like
the venom from a cobra, our political- leaders just
have to disapprove of people f6r not having fairlts
different from theirs. If they drink, the seat of
emotion shifts from their hearts to their heads, but
if people drink, the emotions fr.om the hearts shift
to the kidneys and livers.

But then u'hy worry about spiritual drinks in the
lancl of spirituaiism which is al-r^out to overflow rvith
milk wittr the ban on cow slaughter. With the
cattle population already outstripping our insect and
human poprrlation, the idea bel5incl increasing our
corv population is to make us fcel contented in the
midst of more and more ccws so that rve do not
.go on strike every now again for higher wages and
bonus.

We are also told that English is an alien largtrage
and we must get rid of it. Pcople cannot blame
is kept under intensive care. -{ll this because I
u'onderfully versatile language, it can be quite con-
tradictorv irrcl so rr".y qfee,: at times that it is not
4cceptable even to ilr,llishmen. In the English
iangtrage lr'lrirt is applicable tcr mnn cannot be made
applicable to a woman. You cln call an ordinarl.
good man a common man, lttrt yorr'can't call an
o/dinary' goocl woman a common woman: unless
y'ou have a keen desire to get bopped on the head
rvith :r rolling pin I A rnan can be a wizard at
s<lmething, btrt a woman can't l:e a u'itch at anything.
A priest can get unfrocked. but a nun can't get the
same treatnerrt. She gr:ts un'r,eiled.

But all will not be lost rvith the Ceparture of the
English language as, rvith the ever iucreasing c<-llv
population, the issue of havirig il common national
language rvill get solvcd. With cc'ws all around
us, they our botrnd to influence our thinking arrd
within a few years we rvoulcl have come up u'ith
the simplest of languages eonsisting of just r.ne tvord
N'IOO. Ofcourse, the word moo rvill have a rnilliou
intonations depending upon the nunrber of Os used
to zuggest whether we aie in the pink or plain drunk
on milk!



. Whati+'mofe1.'Q !i.Efe.Bpes:btaaf,d.we keep'watclr- to'his vociferous R. S, S. rurd the'socialist'colleagues
inq.these rvonderful corvs eatilg grass and chewing fecl on porlulist policies. It is clear that ever since
t[E c:ud, our foocl habits rvill'also. c\angg-an{-wg -lie tc,ok-o}en thi *rime-rnirristcr gave rvay to these
corrld then export evertlrving -e.'!s.e..exc'ept'bou'i r;ncl presstireS atiel gSve.up his sarrt'"i.ln(l sobel stand.
gl'ass. Once we get ()n to eating.either.tlre Jallirtit 'f[is llolicy of appeaseme't lrirs alreadl' r'cached ir
5r the Congress grass, even our political- leaders will dangerous' 1l<lint.' 

' F'or i'sti'ice \lr. Ijesai said -g.o easyon mooing, As ()ne canttct moo rvhile cltt'u'ing arrd-rightly: so - that the goverrrmerrt olfrces are
ihe cud! no chaiit-r''homes and the su plus .sttrll be leducecl.

I am writirrg this from a hosltital rvhere nry face Btrt rtext day he, alnended his-star-r-cl, ltectrttse of sotne
;* keot r.,ndei' intettsive cal'e. AII this because I protest' It is well'krlo$'ll tlljlt lic rv,rs opposc'tl to

iii",l io follow the exurnple of one o[ our political dt:nrands of C. D. S. ancl Borrtts tlur- ov-erall eft'ct,t
i;;;.; who shaves with t6e use of rvater. aricl g,ith- u'orrlcl be killing the corrsurner .,vith furtlrer prices.

;;.,-iih* use of any shavjr)g soai) or (.ream jp order tsut the populists had their firtal.sa1'. . He is.opposerl

fo ror," on paymerit o[ roy"alties^to ttre foreign colla- to strmmar!'_releitse of nll N:rxahtes_, butagaitr.ttttder
L;;;io;r'itr il," mantrfactrire of sonps and cielms jn l')rossure.- It this w3)' he al,low-s himsclf to be led
i1.i..-""""tru. Shlvilrs,.vitltout r,rirr,,. cream may by the damagogue forces; of l',4rirt rrse will lte his

fr"'r,-"".V goocl face-siving idea brit, unless a ma., policies? It-is-tnre that he is opposetl to ab'.solute

t"t'L ""i"ihick 
skin or piain rhino'hide, our dia- pouler and openly tttqq that lte.rvotrld prefer death

betic razor blades would make a veLy bloody job to alr-solttte Plper. I lrts stand rs appre-Cla.l)le. more

Ji itroi'i"e even with the use of the holy Ganf,r-jal. so rvhen we b-ecame free tronr an absolutist. Yet,

5, li ir "earnestly strggested that our 
"ld,,tr 

"all6w to sr','indle -away sane policies to rrppease- voc'jferotis

trs to use 
"ow-".eo*-i't1ictr 

wolld be available in elements of short sightedness js ir nertional crime. I
ntr""au""" without any loreien collttboration. have a fllnch. \!gi b" I am u'rong,.and I will be

our nolitical leaders irnow hetter the needs of f'u'py if I am' The htrnch is that, the more voci-

trr""rjr'"rtiJr"^ffi;i iri. 1i"npr".- L"uJ"rr-""I",ili f:i:i,: ^elements 
of rrrling Partv are out to mitke Mr'

Ianata Party have given a call to tr,"i. *"iou""rr"i. D-esai-,another Ajoy Mrikfieriee'. I hope- I will bc

iiiil;:'ili; o;-p;'fiii.-" ir'"--*.y ii;\q;'ii" sJ";; pr.oved_rvrong. Yet the trond of events confirms

the common rnan feels that bttth tlte Jtru:rta and the rrry tcar'

Corrsress Darties can tIN['fE & PERTSH! M' Murlidhar

So] let irs drag in the tlead horse of Prohibition,
ban the slaughter of cows, tltrcw ottt the English

iffi;n:n 3i"""T';',1"f*.1T itTH;ll:Li',"Jlii M_an is stronger. :

J. p. AND 
'ANA'rA 

Jar rrani woman is smarter.
tr,Ir. lVlasani's article (Septemlrer J977), ex;rlessirrg

his disrrppointment at the urtitrtpressive record of
Ianata, ii an excellent and thought provoking one.
Yet there are some points on rvhielr I di{fer.

It is very difficult to understand tlrr: algrrment that
the 42 amendment shorrld be totally abrogated. One
should ofcourse condernn the manrrer and nrethod
in s'lrich tlris amendment was sorrght. With people's
rc,rrrcsetttatives itt Jnil, rvitlr:I c'cr,s()l'c(l llress rrrrrl
ari eclipsed atmosphere of free<lonr, it parliatnt'rrt
wlrich overlil'ed its tenure brorrght this amendment.
It is true. But should the 'good' pcrints of this
amendment be allorved to disappear in the attempt
of rurdoing a wror-rg thing? The chapter on firnda-
mental duties, for instance is a very good provision
and this should be maintained. The bane of Indian
democracy over the years has been an overemphasis
orr thc "iights", without corresponding concern to-
wards the duties. Our studerrts, ottr labourers, 1nd
ollr representatives fought for their rights u iilrorrt
caring Tor duties. A provisiotr in the constitutiolr
of fu-ndamental duties, will check thc grcedy claims
on the Nation's cake by indiscriplirred groups :tnd
prcvents the possible clrtclgelrcc of a strong lt'itcler.

I personally feel that jt is uct so tnttch J.P., bllt
orrr 

-Prime-minister who should make sonte plain talk
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WITH MAI\Y VOICES
"The deep

Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

.We are gejting ourselves into a sick and sad strciety
where people who rvant to express a Doint of vierv
have to spit in other peoples' iaces.

Iose-ph Gormley, It{iuer's leader, qrroted in
Daily TelegraTrfr, September 6.

The national ffg-ures in 
. Nerv Delhi, both past anct

present, have taluka minds.
P. G. Mavalankar i,lP, to ir Rotarv Club. orr
September 14.

As a liberta.i"n, I-il]rif-,iGitely pret'er a Tory
government subject to Liberal influence] to a l-abour
maiority free of such influence, as well as vice.versa.

David Steel in ,E Tiy:L{ugusr.1.
The last time somethinq rvas eorrcluded riith ho-

nour - peace in Vietnarn all knorv what hap-
pened.

Fred Emery in the Times, September g.

The time may not have corne 1-ct to shed a tear for
democracy, or for the Janata ltarty. Brrt the rvay
things are going, or not qoing, frtrstrates. disgusts,
and angers. Hope is dead -- hope that linata
rvoulcl t'hink and a^ct differenftv from its ptede6essor.

- C. C. K. Reddy in The Guardian, Adgust 12.

There are only tu6-*"yr of influehcing people

- fascination, competition, example.

- A. D. Gorwala in L\pinion, Septernber 2?.
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Conscience and politics as currentlv prdctised, like
oil and water, don't rnix.

A. D. Gonvala in Opinion, September 27.

No time is ever thu .ight ti-e for a great power
to sacrifice a small friend for a big one.

The Economisf, August 27.

It is impossible :rlways to foresee the full ext€nt
o[ other people's mistakes.

Bernarcl 511611' quoiecl in iincounter, September
1977.

N{emories are normally short; brrt these are . not
really so short as to make a corrlirmed political sin-
ner like the Congress to mustet up 

",nough 
audacity

to appear as holr', piotrs and srintir'.
Editorial in l'oint of \|iet, September 24.

That letrves Pakistar-r rvith eler:tions that ar€ rot
really elections, leaders rvho are not really leaders
and nrilitary referees u'ho iue not really irnpartial
One cannot be sure rvhat cornes next: but it will
not be cheering.

The Guardian, Septernber p3,

People come to Agr. t" *" the '.fai Mahal and
Agra -Fort: people go to Delhi to seb-the: Qutab.
I\,linar and Indira Gandhi.

Indira Gandhi at Aqra quoted i+ Indian Erpress,
October 8.

The demands of the hierarchy are very slight'
They want me to hate rvlrat I lovc most, and love
what l,most hate.

Boris Pasternak quoted in Time, September 26.

Paperwork is to Goverument rvhat, say, breathing
is to the governed.

?ime, Septemb". m
tte (Sir Keith loseph) is frorn one point of vieu'

a valuable politidian 
-just 

beearrse he- is so little a

nolitician. sd much an hotrest man who puzdes his
ivay through problems aud- ignores political arts.

-' TIrc Eionbmisf, SePtenrber 17'

The right to retire on a pension at 65 is a twentieth-
centurv idea.

The Economdsf, September 17.

The mau dies in all who keep silent in the face

of tyranny.

- 
'Nis"ii"u writer Wole Soyinka quoted' in The
Ec-onomist, September 17'
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