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in the toils of this anrorality the <treanrs and aspira-
tions of humankind become warped and twisted.

- For many years I have worshipped at the shrine of
the goddess dialectical ,materialism 

- which
seemed to me intellectually more satisfying than any
other philosophy. But while the main {ueit of philo-
sophy remains unsatisfied, it has become patent to me
that materialism of any sort robs man of the means to
become truly human. In a material civjlization man
has no rational incentive to be good. It may be thar
in the kingdom of dialectical materialism, fear makes
men conform, and the Party takes the place of God.
But when that God himselt turns vicious, to be vici-
bus becomes an universal code.

I feel convinced, lberefore, that man must go be-
yond the material to find the incentives to goodness.
As a corollary, I feel further that the task of social
reconstruction cannot succeed under the inspiration
of a materialist philosophy.

It may be asked if any social conditioning is at all
necessary for men to acquire goodness. Is not man
essentiolly good? Are not most men in every society
decent?

Yes and no.

Man is a socio-organic being : he is partly the pro-
duct of "nature" and partly that of society. What
man is by nature cannot be said with certainty, In-
deed, the very concepts of good or bad are superna-
tural or super-organic. There is nothing good or bad
in nature. Human oatur€, apart from the instincts ot
self and race preservation, i5 most likely of a neutral
character which acquires moral tones in accordance
to social conditioning.

It is true that in every society most men are decent
and good. These men go through life without being
called upon to make ony vital moral judgements.
Their routine of life runs witfiin narrow circles and,
custom and tradition answer for them the questions
concerning right an6 wrong.

But, firstly, these harmless decent men are apt
under social stimuli to turn suddenlv wild and vici-
ous. Decent Hindus and Muslims, living peaceably
toge[her, didn't hesitate, as we know to ouf, cost, to
fly at each others' throats when the social passions
were aroused.
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Secondly, .rvhat is vital for the character of society,
and for the direction of its growth, i5 not so much the
character of the inert nrasf as that of the elitc. It is
the philosophy and action of rhis group of the selecr
that determine the destinies of men. 

'To 
the extent

'the elite become godless or amoral, to that extent evil
overtakes the human race.

Let me hasten to remove a possiblg misunclerstan_
ding. I do not mean ro suggjst thai all those who
profess..a philosophy of rnaGiialism are vicious nor
that all non-materialists are goocl. But rvhat I do
assert is that tbere is no logii jn materialism foi theindividual to endeavour. del'iberately to acquire and
practice goodness. On the.-otlr.eg hand, thosi who g;
beyond matter rvill find i't difiicult io justify no"n-
good.

Non-materialisnr - I flnl usirrg lhis negative
phrase because I have no particula; school in mind

- by rejecting matter as th-e ultimate reality, imme-
diately. elevates_ the individual to a normal piane, and
urges him, rvithout reference to any objective outside
of himself, to endeavour to realise his-own true na-
ture end fulfil the pu,rpose of his being. This endea_
vour becomes the porverful motive force that drives
him in it5 natural course to the good and the true.
It rvill be seen as an inrportsnt colollary of this that
only rvhen materialism ij transcended does inclividual
man come into his own and become an end in him-
self .
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- lewjs carloll

The Sikkim Verdict
There were uproarious scones in Parliament in May
1978 including o walkout in the Rajya Sabha. Some
of cur Parliamentarians were protesting the then
Prime Minister Mr. Morarji Desai's rather mild re-
marks to a "N€w York Times" correspoudent that
tlrc manner in which Sikkim was merged with India
was not. "desirable".

The fiction that the people of Sikkirn voluntarily
voted ovcrwhelruingly for the nlerger of their State
witlr India in a special poll held on April 14, 1975
has now been convincingly exploded. In a free elec-
tion to choose their representatives to the State Assem-
bly the Sikkimese have unanimously rejected all the
national parties and returned to power what the
Statesman alone has correctly described as a "pro-
Ctrogyall' party, the Sikkim Janata Parishad. The
Janata Farishad had in fact made it plairr in its elec
tion oampaign that it opposed the merger of Sikkim
into India.

Not many will shed tears over the deserved defeat
of Kazi Lhendup Dorji the former Chief Minister
who led the Congress(l) antl later switched over to
Janata.

Janata President Chandrashekar said after the re-
sults were announced that there was no need to
'panic'. 'Pan-ic' Mr. Chandrashekar? Why should
anyone panic unless of course he was referring to his
flock whb have cause to worry over the implications
of Janata's rout for the rest of India. The Sikkim
verdict is something of which Indian democracy can
be proud, SVR

Quite Right Mr. Charan Singh

For saying the right thing Choudhury Charan Singh
is in difficulties with his Congress(U) allies. Addres-
sing an'election meeting in Cuddapah, Andhra Pra-
desh, the Caretaker 'Prime M'inister blame6 Mr.
Jawaharlal Nehru for ignoring agriculture and mak-
ing large investments on.big industries. What is
wrong with ivhat he said? Much of our present eeo-
nomic ills are directly attributable to Nehru's bias in
favour of heaw induitry and his step-mcifherly treat-
medt of agriculture.

According to a Time.s of India report, the- Con-
gress(Ut is upset that the Choudhury Saheb had
breached an agreenlenl not to make anti-Nehru spce-
ches anymore !

The Congress (U)'s umbrage is a warning that these
gentlemen have learnt nothing and forgotten noth-
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ing. As someone put it (in another context) they
continue to have a vested intsrest in their first mis-
take. SVR

Away with the 42nd

Its nice to see Mr. N.A. Palkhivala back in action
in the Suprreme Court defending civil. liberties. When
stepping down from the U.S. anrbassadorship Mr.
Palkhivala said that he was, r€turning home to work
for the removal of the 42nd Amendment, and that is
precisely what he is doing. He is curr€ntly arguing o
vrrit petition before a five judge Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court.

But it is sad to note that the government (even this
Caretaker one) headed by a person u,rtro had pledged
ths elirnination of .the 42nd Amendment is actually
contosting the petition and arguing for the retention
of the 42nd Amendment. One would have expected
them instead to help Mr. Palkhivala.

Whidh leads one to the sad oonclusion that when
in power even good men are averse to anything that
would reduce their powor - SVR

Who's Where ?
Here's a puzzls for those who fancy this sort of en-
ter[ainment.

The Lok Dal is allie4 with the Congless(U) but
not the Janata Partv which is allied with the Parallel
Congress which is in ally of the Congress(U) . The
AJADMK i5 an ally of the Janata Party in Tamil
Nadu while in a coalition government with the I.ok
Dal wbich has a mini alliance with tho Con-
gress(U; which will work in collaboration with thc
CPt and CPI(M). l}re DMK is allied with Congress
(I) which beckons Bahuguna who has had discussions
rvith the Lok Dal. George Fernandes who left the
Janata Party wants a deal with that Party so that
Mrinal Gone can have a straight contest rvith the Cou-
gress (D which is prepared not to contest against Jag-
jivan Ram

Question : Who is where and with which party?
SVR

Now We Know !

According to a Times o.f India report 39.8 per-
cent of the members of the dissolved Lok Sabha were
!rmcluatcs. Matriculates and post-graduates nrade up
25it" each.

With our standards of education being what
they are. no wonder the sixth Lok Sabha ended the
way it did I SVR
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HAVEN'T WE HAD ENOUGH?
Freedont Firsl has received several letters from rea-

ders giving thei,r co,mrnents on Mr. Masani's article
"Haven't We Had Enorugh ?' published in our last
issue. The constraint of space prevents us the luxury
of a verbatim reproduction of these letters. We cany
below extracts from some of them and hope to pub
lish a second instatment in the December issue.

The Common Man's Disgust

I have read with great interest Mr. Masni's article
"Haven't We Had Enough" published in the Septem-

ber issue of. Freedon F,rst. lv1r. Masani has said all
that a patriot and an honest national leader rvould and
oould say.

The most important gentence in it is how to throw
the politicians out without destroying democracy is

ou,r problem."

A change in' the constitution is a thing of secondary
importance in the existing circumstances. What is

of primary importance is for intellectuals and geni-

uses to come forward and reach out to the masses

with a message (not slo-gan) "rise and move on to
kill nation's arch enemy."

Would you believe, what the man in the street feels

and opines? "Stop this bloody election; invite Field
Marshal Manekshaw to take on now the steering
wheel of the country's sinkin-e vessel. One who won
the war against Pakistan can undoubtedly defeat the
enemy within.

V. R. BOAL
Rajkot (Gujarat)

The Enemy is Within
For those who are advocating that the present set-

,up is alright for the nation and it is only the people
who failed the constitution, one simple question:
Why has the system failed to attract the elite to s€rve

thc nation ? Quite apart from their participation,
how many of their suggestions have been honestly
implemented by the governments' concerned ? So
long as rnore than half the electorate remain illiterate
and ignorant of their responsibility, the system is best
suited only for unscrupulous politicians to play their
'games' menily at the cost of the nation. The result
is already knownr and at least now should we not opt
for necessary reforms to prevent the reccurence of
history ?

To prevent the polilical catastrophe that is fast
approaching ths nation, it is imperative to sta,rt a
.movement for raising the national conscience in
people's minds to the magnitude of the Swaraj move-
ment launched by Mahatma Gandhi The enemy to
be driven out tthis time is our own selfishness and
self-centredness.

R. N. BHASKARAN
Dhoue (Andhra Pradesh)

Out With Politicians

Without any shadow of doubt Indian politics has
reached its lowest ebb du,ring the 28 months of non-
performance rule of the Janata Government under
Morarji Desai's Prime Ministsrship. This is so be-
cause, surely not all, but a fai,rly sizeable majority of
the members ot the Lok Sabha were blindl! busy
pri.rnarily with attainment of their personal ambition,
power, money and self-gain instead of national in-
terests for which they were elected. The second is
that the resultant rampant defections are the root
cause of the presence of the multi-headed hydra of
corruption in the body politic. The third is that to
root out thc politics of cor,ruption some honest citi-
zens will have to take courage in both their hands,
organize electoral councils, contest the ensuing rnid-
term poll either as party or independent candidates,
win the parliamentary election, provide honest, effi-
cient and stable government and thereby, God will-
ing, salvage dhe country from the scornful scourgc
of political opportunism.

K. P. BHAGAT
Nagpur (Maharashtra)

Elect Independents

Each day's paper brings news confiuning the sus-
picion that our political parties are incapable of ris-
ing above personal and party considerations. Union
Law Minister Mr. Kacker was strongly for deba,rr-
ing persons found guilty by enquiry commissions
from contesting elections, but on 27th Sept. he is
reported to have said that the deba,r move has been
dropped because it will have serious retrospective
effect. What these retrospective effects are have not
been spelt out, but it passes on€'s comprehension
how ordinance rnaking powers can be so effete as

not to be able to avoid such retrospective effects. The
fact of the matter appears to be that the ruling party
is apprehensive that a debar move may spoil its elec-
tion prospects.

N{r. Chandrasekhar and Mrr. Morarji Desai have
approved the withdrawal of four cases against Mr.
Bansi Lal by Haryana CM Mr. Bhajan Lal. It is
not known why these honourable gentlemen should
encnoach on the province of the Courts an6 decide
un the existence of adequate evidence after the insti-
tution of proceedings. Any one with a knowledge
o[ the funitioning of judicial brains, must know that
judges themselvei sometims differ on the apprecia-
iion of evidence and it is difficult to believe that
tltese cluick-withdrarvers are unaware ol the lact. 'l'hc

irrcsistiblc conclusion, thercfore, is thot thcse gentlc-
nten have been swayed by considerations other than
the count,ry's interest. Obviously, the rule of law is
not safe in their hands either.
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Of course, nobody sliould clream of the ,rule oI
law or respect for the judiciary or legally constituted
Commissions from Cong. (1). The Mother gave
evidence of it in her appearances before the Shah
Commission and the Son showed evidence of it when
he appeared the other day before a Special Judge
rvith a bunch of muscle men and danced in the court
room leaving the judge to bewail his inability to take
contempt proceedings because he could not identify
the culprits !

There is, therefore, no choice for the honest pcace-
loving, law-abiding citizen from among the three ma-
jor parties in the field. The civic elections in Kerala
tend to show that given the chance the discerning
voter lvould prefer independents : the party position
on Sept. 20 (later position has not appeared in the
daily paper) is as follows :

Results declared - 6200

Noaember 1979

The neecl is not (o change the constitution but to
change the greedy lot of politicians who have been
deceiving the electorate and abusing power. The
neecl is for the intellectuals to rise to the occasiott
and actively participate in politics. The need is for
the middle class to shun indifterence. The need is

for the rich to stop abuse of their riches towards rigg-
ing elections.

Our politics does not seem to respond to the pro-
cess of evolution. The need is a revolution !

- VIJAY PHADKE
Pune (Maharashtra)

A Plea to Intellectuals

Our educated elite do not set a good example for
the mass of people tio follow. Excluding a few shin-
ing examples of integrity, and a few bad csses ot
proved viciousness, our elite are an amorphous crowd
of intelligent, amoral automata, without individuality
or professional pride, who let themselves be sucked
into the rat race of rising'expectations. In pursuii
of self-interest they slide down the slippery path ot
sycophancy and silence, when their clear duty is
to stand up and be counted. Their justification for'
such abject behaviour is that they are in "good"
company.

It is this mass of amoral automata which must be
broughl back to an awareness of right and wrong.
Gandhiji was able to influence a whole generation,
and one likes to believe that J.P. has not labourcd iu
vain. Corrupt politicians are beyond redemption, but
there is no need to write off the uncontaminated
younger generation. There is still hope for spiritual
regeneration in our lifetime.

Sensible individuals must come together and mobi-
lise uncommitted voting power in favour of honest
candidates. Such a move may help to raise the cali-
bre of all candidates standing I'or election. In the
process it may also be possible to persuade a ferv
outstanding persons to enter Parliantent as indepen-
dents.

Such nren of integrity and ability can exercise in'
flusnce out of all proportion to their numbers. In
a House which is not likely to give a clear majority
to any single party, a few truly independent members
would come to command the confidence of treache-
rous faction5 unable to trust one another. Unani-
mous nomination of .Iustice Hidayatullah as Vice-
Presiclcnt shor,vs that the good is the last resort of
forces of evil at loggerheads. The time is opportune
fol monnting a vigorous campaign in favour of clean
aclnrinistratit'ln. and to ficld or.rtstanding persons as

cantlidatcs. All ntetr of goodwill should c:ome for-
u'lu'cl to plltv tireir'plrt rn this t'ncletlvour oI national
rcLartt:rirtiort,

M. K N. PATEI
\/atlablr Vidvanegar (Gujarat)
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The independents may have had the support of
political parties but that does not alter their character
vis-a-vis thb voter because that was the best option
they had. It may not be wise to project the results
to state or national level, but that will not be because
people prefer political parties to independents: rather,
it is as Bernard Shaw put it in his preface to "The
Apple Cart", because the truly representative person
has "neither the time nor the money" to spend on
elections. The Charan Singh Government's propo-
sal that the Governments will bear part of the elec-
tion expenses of political parties is not going to help
independents and so we shall have "the same lot"
returnecl to Parliament ivith very minor variations.

A MADHAVA WARIAR
Kottayam. (Kerala)

Change Politicians Not Constitution

No pa,rty with a nation-wide base, which can be

considered as a serious contender, deserves to be

voted to pow€r. We do not want charismatic per-
sonalities at the cost of freedom, neither are rve oblig-
ed to fulfill Mahatma Gandhi'5 dreams at the cost ol'
stability. We need a government, faceless yet alive.
casteless yet inlpartial and which would not neecl the
label of seculalisnt to sell itself.

.lt is up to the veteratn to organise rtt alterttirtive
that wouicl provide such a governnlent. Ancl tlre
vetprans lvili succeccl only if every citizett rcalisc's
tlrc need of thc hour.

6

cPM (I)
Cong.
ML
Cong. (I)
CPI
ML (O)
RSP
Independents
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O'ARMY AVIATIONO'
Maj. Gen. E. D'Souza, PVSM (Rerd.)

An iX wind and a chill wind appear to be blowing
between Army HQ in South Block and Air HQ in
Vayu Sena Bhavan to the detriment of good inter-
service relations, a battle winning factor in any
war. Articles have been appearing in the press on
,Army Aviation; there has also been talk on this
issue both unhealthy and undesirable, a trend which
all weli wishers of these two outstanding Services
hope fervently will blow ove( harmlessiy, leaving
in its trail, stronger fumy..'Air cooperation.

Our Army, the fourth largest in the world today,
feels that it has a strong case for its own helicopter
and fixed wing light aircraft for vertical enverop
ment and support and for the control and observa-
tion oi artillery fire. The Air Fbrce, on the other
hand, feels that there is no such need. The aim of
this article is to examine the two divergent attitu-
dss and the justifiability.

To better understand the problem it is necessary
to briefly spell out the economic position in thL
country today and in the next decade and our abi-
lity to buy or produce sophisticated helicopters large
eryqgh and powerfu! enough to be effective weapons
platforms.

Our economic condition today is bad and is likely
to progressively deteriorate further if the oil crisis
worsens, OPEC countries demand higher prices and
ou.r.own crude.oil production remains well below our
minimunr, requirements. Otr;r large foreign currency
reserves so assiduously built up will gradually shrink
and dry up to pay for oil rvhich we must import.
Another poor monsoon will fu'rther erode these reser-
ves to import food grains. Finally, the need for a

stable . goverilnent with signs of perrnanency. None
of these conditions obtain in our country today.

On the production side we are, admittedly, pro-
ducing at HAL Bangalore, the Chetak Helicopter-
based on Sud Aviation's Alouette. But this light
helicopter is suitable mainly for air observation post
duties, high altitude flying, emergency evacuation ot
casualties, reconnaissance and movement of comman-
defs. But its limited payload and ai,rframe do not
make it a suitable vehicle for a weapons platform
for closd support of the land battle. The Armed
Helicopter, with sufficient fire power to make an effec-
tive contribution to the land battle, will have to be
larger, stronger and more sophisticated. The Mi-8
is big enough, but has been optimised for the trans-
Dort role. The Mi-24, used in recent months by thd
Afghan armed forces, is the kind of helicopter that
would bc necessary. But this is likely to be expen-
sive and the cost of each could well be closc to Rs.
2 crotes, rs cven llrc cr.lsi oi thc lr{i S rvhiclr i:r in thc
region of Rs. one crore. The cost of un cqrriv,alent
type from the West would be at least twice as much .

To maintain and repair such aircraft ancl to fl)' thcrrr
effectively needs super specialisation and know-how.

Why is our Army keen to have its orvn Aviation,

initially for target spotting and control of artillery fire
and vertical envelopment? The lirst and most im-
portant reason is sharper, closer and more intimate
liaison between the ground and air be it control of
artillery lire, cioselvertical ai,r support or even quick
movernent of troops to influence the land battle. The
second reason is ready availability: in other words
the need to go to arlother Service is obviated. The
thi,rd reason is tlrc necd to achieve a marked reduc-
tion in reaction time. Then there is the important
aspect of intimate liaison and undersfanding of the
needs of the ground forces, especially artrnour and in-
fantry which will reduce all areas of possible doubt.
Apparently, in a recent combined exercise with troops,
it is believed that the effectiveness of closs supp,o11
of the land battle by the Air Force lacked the
required effectiveness as Air Force pilots found it diffi-
cult to understand the vocabulary peculiar to the
Armoured Corps, There was also a delay in the
arrival of "on call" sorties. To further bolster jts
arguments, the Army points to lhe effective manner
the Air Observation Post (AOP) pilots drawn frorn
the Regiment of Artillery, have functioned over the
yeflrs using both fixed wing (L 5, Pushpaks and
Krishaks) aircraft and Chetak helicopters. The final
reason is that USA, NATO and Pakistan have suclt
an organisation and, in the same context, so does
our Navy with its ground and carrier based aircraft.
It must be admitted fhat the reasons set forth by the
Army are not only sound but are valid.

The Air Force counters these reasons forcefully
but persuasively and with equal validity and rele-
vance., Firstly the existing AOP set up. Admittedly
AOP aircraft are flown and operated by Army pilots
drawn from the Regiment of Artillery. But except
for flying these aircraft, all other backing including
Met. data, flying control, maintenance and repair are
provided by the Air Force. The next neason ancl
a very vali6 one is that to iobtain optimum results
in efficiently flying helicopters under all conditions a
very high degree of higbly specialised skill is need-
ed: in other words super specialisation by individuals
for whom flyiug is a lifetime profession. In Army
Aviation, pilots will need to be inducted from the
Armoured Corps, Artillery oJ Infantry on a tenure
basis. Later, these pilots will have to revert to their
own arnt of service in their career interest. They
rvill be required to keep abreast with developments
in their own arms and in addition, the latest flying
techniques and developments. Thus, super speciali'
sation will be difficult and the turnover rate of pilots
rvould be greater. This rvould result in increased de-
l'ence expencliture. as it costs several lakhs to fully
Irairr a Chctak- lrclicoptcr pilot (horv mttch more
n'oLtld it be to train t Mi 8 pilot?) Yet anothcr vital
cluestion is that o[ duplicating training, nraintenance,
rcpriir ancl grilund strff rcquircntenls ltt an cnormous
cost to the cxchequer. ln this important context of'

cxpenditure. can India afford the luxury of increas'

a.
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ing the helicopter fleet to the extent necessary to
havc an efficient Army Aviation and an equally effi-
cient Air Force in the context of our current econo-
nic problems? And having agreed to Arny Avia-
tion for a limited applicatio-n, would not the Army,
overr a period of tjme, not want to expand into other
fields such as tacticallphoto reconnaissance, transpor-
tation and airborne operations? If tbe reasons pro-
pounded by the Army are acceptable, then all forms
of vertical envelopment and close support from the
air to the ground forces should logically be an Army
Aviation responsibility limiting the IAF to st'raiegic
bombing, inrerception and air defence. The argu-
ment that we should keep up with the Joneses is not
tenable. USA has the wherelithal both financially
and technically to have four Air Forces (USAAF,
Marine, Naval and Army). Pakistan adopted the
US pattern in the heyday of USlPak relations. Today
our immediate neighbours can depend on petro-
dollars to afford such a luxury. NATO policy is lar-
gely dictated by USA; in addition it has rhe where-
withal therefore, says the Aii Force, such examples
are not tenable. fsrael, on the contrary has a single
service operating in the Air with rnarked success and
that is the Israeli Air Force; the excellent interser-
vice relationship and the high degree of cooperation
between Army and Air Force was observed in the
numerous IsrQeli-Arab wars.

Is it possible for air support, be it for the land
battle or interception or air defence, to be separated
into Army Aviation and Air Force battles? The use
of air space must be vie!$ed in its totality or else
chaos may well result. There is little doubt that the
control of air space be it at high medium or low
altitudes nust be controlled by a single agency. To
this many may well argue that air space over the
immediate land battle area could well be under the
control of the drmy using its low flying helicopters
for vertical envelopment and support. But then what
happens when it ' is necessary to induct the newly
acquired Jaguars (or any such aircraft that we may
acqui,re in the future) at tree top level for close sup-
port? The answer would appear to be obvious -a single controlling agencv * the most competent
one to do so - the Ain Force which, even today
monitors all users of sovereign air space. And, as a

Iogical follow-up, the Air Force should continue to
provide. in the interests of Loordination and econo-
nry. air controllers, met reports etc. so necessary
for flyine. Likewise, in the interests of economy and
to avoid duplication the Air Force, areas of respon-
sibility should extend to training, maintenance, repair
ancl replacement.

So iar, consideration of the problenr has been ccn-
terccl nrainly on operations, liaison and technical
nlattcrs. Thcrc is onc equallv imporlant rspcct viz..
cAreer prospects of individuals in Arnr1. Aviation.
()bviously the scopc for advancenlent in our Arnrv
,Avirtion. for thc ncrt trvo decades at any ratt'. will
be limited bccause of the relatively small Arnrv Avi-
lulion wing. T'hus, ollicers from the Armoured Corps
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and Infantry, like their Artillery counterparts in the
Air OP, will have to be inducted for flying training
after a few years commissioned service in their own
orm. They would then spend a few years in Army
Aviation before reverting to their parent Corps to
ensure that their career prospects are not jeopardised.
If this is the pattern as it may well be, thq cost of
training so ntany pilots will be astronomic not to
mention ground and maintenance staft and gun-
ners in armed helicopters. Is the Army going to set
up its own R & D Organisation for Army Aviation
or its own Flight Safety Organisation or its Directo-
rate of Inspection 9r its Aircrew Examining team
and so on? 'Ihe Navy, and the Ministry of Defence,
are learning tto their dismay that the cost of main-
taining duplicate organisations of the types listed
above, for a relatively small Naval Aviation are phe-
nominally high. It will be far higher if the Almy
demands a similar set up.

The conclusion that one can draw for the foresee-
able future is that Army Aviation is beyond our eco-
nomic resources nor is it desirable at the present
junctu,re. In fact, as in Canada, one would like to
s€e colnmon facilities for all the three Services in the
areas of supply, transportation, ordnance and vehicle
maintenance. As the Army is responsible for ASC
supplies, the Air Force should be made responsible
for all flying, control, repair and maintenance and
training of ground based aircraft and so on. This'
will ensure economy, centralised control snd eftici-
ency.

The tendency to split our meagre resources shoulo
be avoided at all cost or it may well lead to situa-
tions where the Air Force demands the right to con-
trol all anti-aircrraft units as it is responsible for Air
Defence or to raise its own Air Force Regiments ot
All Arms for the protection of ground installations.

The Army has its air support problems. So does
the Air Force. Remove the personal equation, re-
nrove the tendency of building Popski'5 Private
Armies, agree to mutually accepted mod.alities cover-
in.rj all the problems of availability, reaction timc
ancl liaison and the question cf a separate Arnry
Aviation will recede. But never, never let it be for-
gott€n that it takes two to clap hands.

We have today an inbuilt infrastructure in or,rr
defence set-up unique in many ways - our inter-
Services Schools of Instruction viz., the National
Defence Academy, the School of Land Air Warfare,
thc Defence Services Staff College and the National
Dcfctrce College. We have, at our College of Cout-
bat an Air Force representative. These institutions
wcre designed for a very important purpose viz., inter-
Scrviccs understanding and cooperation beginning ar

caclet level so essential in any war hot or cold. .lt

would be a major tragedy if these institutions becantc
nn cxercise in futility. Finally this splendid spirit of

couperation n,as cvidenced to a marked degree in the
l97l rvar and condition5 have not changed.



II\{DIA VOTES IN
The biggest democracy is in such a political mess
that its election could ieopardise democracy

First the good news. The biggest democracy the
world has ever known is now prepa,ring to hold ano-
ther general election. The mere faot that this is
possible is one of the most heartening features of
the present international scene. Only a rninority of
mankind has ever rvon the rigbt to decide its poli-
tical fate peacefully by a free vote; and of those
who hold that right today, nearly half are the citi-
zens of India.

India's achievement in maintaining its democratic
institutions has been all the more tremarkable in the

light of the peculiar difficulties of doing such a thing
in such a country. India is almost infinitely diverse
as well as huge: it has more linguistic, religious, ethnir
and cultural divisions than Europe, and little his-
torical unity except that imposed by alien rule. Des-
pite much economic progr€ss, it still has to contend
with mass poverty and mass illiteracy. In its 32
years of independence it has been engaged in two
wars with Pakistan and one with China; in its north-
rvest, Kashmir is still awkwardly partitioned, in the
north'east there have been recurrertt separatist re-
bellions along the frontier. Yet India can still hold
a free election, although democracy has foundered-
or never been achieved-in many smaller, richer,
more homogeneous and at first sight far less unman-
ageable countries.

Even the draconian "emergency" rule that Mrs.
Indira Gandhi imposed in 1975-77, the last years of '

(and for?) FREEDOM
government by the long dominant Congress party,
caused only one year's delay in (he hoklng of elec-
tions. And the emergency perio6 was ended not by
an outbreak of civil war or by military coup, but by
the government's yielding to a nationwide demand
for the restoration of the li6srlies that, it had curtail-
ed. Political prisoners were freed in time for them
to campaign in a general election which swept Con-
gress out of office; and, afer 30 years of power,
the. party relinquished it without further argumenr.
S_uch a sequence of events is rare in human histo,y.
Rars enough to be exhilarating.

Unfortunately, although this bright background
ought to be recalled,_ the eflect can-only be tJpoinr
|p -tlg_m.uddiness of India's present political siene.
In 1977 the electorate was in effect aJked to answer
a clear question, and it gave a clear reply. It wanted
no more of the excesses for which IVIis Gandhi and
her son Sanjay had been responsible in the previous
two years. It wanted, and got, a restoration bf free-
dom of expression. But the premature election that
is now to be held before the end sf l979'presents no
such clear issue. Far frorn being invited to choose
between definite alternative policies, the voters will
be canv,assed by rival5 whose eagerness for personal
power has become as blatant as their readiness to
,reach out in almost any direction for allies.

Janata, the party or rather coalition which took
office in 1977 under Mr. Morarji Desai and held it
until July of this year, never found a new unifying
purpose to replace {he one it lost as soon as it had
ousted Mrs. Gandhi. But its components, now that
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they have separated again, show little sign of seiz-
ing the opportunity to bring about a simpler and
more rational political alignnent. On the contrary,
they have blithely joined Mrs. Gandhi in the bewil-
dering dance that frst brought Mr. Charan Singh the
premiership after IvIr. Desai's downfall, and then left
him holding it as caretaker after Mrs. Gandhi's with-
drawal of support forced him to resign and led the
president to dissolve parliament

The greaq Indian mosaic of regional, linguistic,
religious and caste distinctions must always make for
a fair amount of horse-trading 'among interested
groups. But in this electircn campaign there is already
an unprecedented lack of scruple both in the offering
of alliances and in the encouragement of defections
from rival ranks; and the campaign has a worryingly
long way to rrun yet.

The one thing that stands out clearly in the pic-
ture of general confusion is that virtually all the recent
developnnents have strengthened Mrs. Gandhi's posi-
tion and improved her chances of regaining power.
Janata, which defeated and succeeded her in 1977,
has broken up. The leaders of its largest fraggrents,
Mr. Jagjivan Ram and Mr. Charan Singh, have been
obliged to woo her and have feh the force of her

. ivo0ember 1979

displeasu,rc when she judged their wooing inadequate.
Her argument that India needs a strong hand at

the helm which she alone can provide was already
becoming more persuasive when Mr. Desai's govern-
ment was still in oftice but revealing its inability to
give the country a firm lead. Now the manoeuvrings
of her rivals, and their helplessness in the face of her
own more skilful ones, have created enough disitlu-
sionment about politicians in general to dim, for
many people, the memory of their 1977 disillusion-
ment about Mrs. Gandhi in particular.

- She, and she alole, stood to gain unquestionably
from the holding of an early election that would giv-e
her lbllowing in parlianent a chance to regain the
strength lost in 1977;and she has got it. Mrs. Gandhi
remain5 wholly unrepentant about her IgTS-77
actions; quite a lot of her recent political bargaining
has been directed towards blocking furttrer moves to
bring her and her associates to trial for some of those
actions. The biggest question-mark over India's com-
ing election is whether it will put power back in the very
same hands whose previous abuse of it was condemn-
ed by the electorate two years ago.

Thc Economisr, September I

o society can possibly be built
on a denial of individual freedom.
It rs contrary to the very nature of
man... fn reality even those who do not
believe in the liberty of the individual
believe in their own."
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THE MOSCOW OLYMPICS
Vladimir BukorskY

A Russian dissidcnt, rvlto nas able to come to Britain three years

ago, puls his case, political, moral and tegal, against holding the

{JlymPics in Moscorv.

The Rules of the IOC say the Games can take

place oniy In a country whele..there is polittcal sta-

brlrty. Wlat ls norer according-to pornt 3 of the

Ruies, the Games cannot be tnfluenced by lacial,
nationahstic, reltgious or polltical dtscrtmination

It is easy to plove that the present ruling regime

in the Sovret Unton, where the next Games are sche-

duiecl to be hcld, does not accord rvith those ideals.

It is a State involve4 in numerous aggressions; it
occupied several countries and terrttortes arrd the
occupation is still going on the Baltic States, the
Ukrarne, Moldavia (in the years 1939-40). East Cen-
tral Europe, also a part of Germany and some islands
'belonging to Japan. What is more, it is planned to
carry our part of the olympic Game5 in illegally oc-
cupied territories - the sailing events are to be tn
Estonia,

The Soviet Union has an aggressive foreign policy
which aims at undermining the stability and sover-
eignty of other countries by organising enmity, and
has supported revolutions in various States : Angola,
Afghanistan, Ethiopia. Its tearmament threatens
neighbours of the Soviet bloc. So to hol6 the Olym-
pic Games in the Soviet Union would not support
the strengthening of peace and friendly relations bet-
ween Stales, but would be used by the Soviet regirne
to pursue its unfriendly political aims.

Turning to the point that the Games cannot be influ-
enced by racial, nationalistic, religious or political
discrimination, we should note that any attempt even
to discuss independence fon any of the hundred or
more nationalities that rnake up the Soviet Union is
punished as treason.' Those nations' cultures, tradi-
tions and even their languages are destroyed in a

barbaric manner.

The establishing of organisations which are not
controlled by the Communist party, such as free
trade unions, is forbidden and punishable.

All these fornts of discrimination are applied also

against sportsmen. To be accepted into an Olympic
or national tean, one is immediately subjected to

special control by the KGB because the rnembership
is connected with foreign travel. The Olympic oath
t,aken by Soviet bloc athletes, which makes clear

their political obligations, makes them a tool of Com-
:'ounist propaganda.

llet us look now at the requirement that the Games

nray tsft. place only in a country lvhere there i5 poli-
tical stability.

The fact that the Soviet regime has existed fot 62
yenrs docs not testily to its stability. Practice shows

thlrt thc more ttndemocratic a rcgintc is the ntore its
nrcthods t-rf persccutiou prolong its existencc . Dttr-
irrrl those 62 years no free elections or referendums

l'crc carried out.
ln spitc of tlte rcpressiott. t-rpposition in tltc coun-

1rv lras ncver endc,d, in fact in the past few years tlrc

diisident movement hrs grown considerrblt'

What is tttore, tire Soviet regime itself does no:

consiclcr lts posiiiol] as legally stable...ln i917, int-

mediateiy afier the Revolution, Lenin issue4 a decree

forbrdding any publications except those of the Cont-

munist party 
- 

and its athliated bodies. Ihe decrec

stressed-thai this was a ttmporary m€asure and that
immediately stability wqs achieved these measttres

would be abandoned. Yet this decree has never been

withdrawn.
From a legal point of view, all the measures intro-

duced in connection with the Revolution are still
applied. For instance internal passPorts limit travel
by the population, and indeed their choice of donii-
cile. The systLem of entployment has the character
o[ directed labour.
It has been officially announced that Soviet citi-

zens wishing to emigrote cannot from now on submit
their exit visa applications because of the pressure of
work connecte4 with applications for entry visas by
participants at the Olympic Games.

The number of foreign Olympic guests will be
linlited and their stay in one place will also be res-
tricted, porhaps to only three days, and then they
will bo directed to undertake the usual tourist tours
elsewhere in the country. In Moscorw itself the num-
ber of foreign visitors will be even rnore limited so
that they can be easily controlled by the KGB.

Experience from recent internationalr sports events
in Moscow woul6 indicate that national teams will
be isolated. The Israelis will find the environment
especiallv hostile, and they will have no chance to
meet Soviet Jews.

From the Games the regime expects an income of
several hundred millions and in hard currencies.
These funds will then be used to help finance "stra-
tegic" needs.

The citizens of the Soviet Union, limited in their
freedom of movement by the internal passport system,

the rules for travel, the increased prices for travel and
above all by the shortage of Olympic tickets-prac-
tically unobtainable on the spot-will be reduced to
following events on the television. There they will
see how the "greatest protagonist of word peace," Bre-

zhnev,, will bless the participants in the Games.
Security and co-operation in Europe will be possi-

blc only if all countries respect certain human rights.
The Soviet Union has proved her neglect of human
righls in more than one way. If the European coun-
tries are now seriously seeking peace, good mutual
relations and security, it would be most unwise to
encourage the Soviet Union's behaviour by participa-
tiou at the Moscow Games. Co-operation, cultural
and scientific exchanges and mutual, economic sup-
port lvill bccoure an instrument of peace only when
thc Europcirn countries succeed in pressing the So-
viet Union tr: honour all thc agreenrents it hos signed.

At lhis vcry nlonlent in interttational relations thc
()l1,nrpic: Gumcs in Moscorv are badly timcd. Frottt lr

ixrli1ig,,1 stanclpoint they are a great mistake. From
lr httnutn poini ol t'ictv tltcy 'lrc a helrayal . And le-
ltrllv tlrcv ulc lr crime.

--'['lta {\.iii t, 'l'eltt'afh, ( },rt;ttrlr, ]
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Book Review
NEGLECTED LMS by Stephan '4lter; Andre Deut'

sch, London, 1979, 179 pp. Rs. 601-.

It Neglected Lives were just a novel by a gifted writer
in his early twenties, an American citizen to whom
"India has always been home", it migtat interesting
but hardly deserve the plaudits it has already won in
the world press. In fact, it is a novel worth noticing
because it breaks new ground on India. It is aboui
the Anglo-Indian community that its author sees with
candour, clarity and insight, but also with syrnpathy
and rare understanding. In it, the Anglo-Indian cha-
racters emerge with clearly defined individuality,
eadh a person in his ol her own right, never
wholly attractive or inspiring an6 inevitably flawed
by circumstance and environment, but all of
them round and convincing. The atmosphere of a
decaying hill station-the last retreat of a communiry
seemingly with its back to the wall-against which
the story is told, has a melancholy beauty that stays
with us. And perhaps most important, the characters
are memorable because they are in search of an elusive
identity :

Lionel, the hero, is an Anglo-Indian boy who grows
up in post-1947 Lucknow. He sees his parents
clearly : his mother who coats "her dark skin with
pale powder" and refers to England that she has
nev€r seen as 'home', is as patently absurd to him as

to us; his father, a shadowy figure less incongruous
than his mother, but as confused and nebulous. Lio-
nel's, paternal grandfather was finglish, married to a
Bengali Christian. He went to France to fight in
World War I and never returned to India though

there is evidence that he was alive at the end of the
War.

Lionel is attracted by Sujeeta, a Hindu gi,rl who
is presently pregnant by him. He is beaten up by
her brothers and escapes to Debrakot (Ranikhet?) to
his father's best friend, a fellow Anglo-Indian, Briga-
dier Theolore (Teddy) Augden. The Brigadier, who
has retired from the Indian Army in which he has
seen battle service, has now bought a fruit orchard
at Debrakot and lives here wi[h his wife Natalia
(Nat), also an Anglo-Indian. He is childless and
Lionel may possibly fill the place of son and suc-
cessor.

The story of Lionel's stay for two years at Debra-
kot is told by many iharacters, initially by himself,
then by Augden and by Nat, his wife. Through this
economic teChnique we get several versions of the
same events at more <ir less the same time, and

come to know what the characters think of them-
selves and others in their immediate vicinity. Through
this trio we are introduced to the relationship, curi-
ous to the Old-fashioned, of the foursome-Teddy
Augden; Nat, his wife; Charles, Lionel's father; and
his wife Millie. The two couples know each other inti-
mately and the two husbands have in the past traded
wives, so that no one is altogether sure of who Uo-
nel's father is, whether Charles, his official father,
or Teddy Augden, who longs to have a son and can-
not have one by his sterile wife.

As the canvas is further unfolded, we meet Salint

Ahmed (who tells his own story), a rich young Mu-s-

lirn, commissioned by his father to -re-oPen a family
concern, the Hotel London, at Debrakot and, after an

Olliltort's
JEANS

&
SHIRTS

wear to fitl
fiit to wearl

milton's limited
trtb{ndar Sillr Conlound,
towrr Pml, Eonbay f00 013

lnlh't larytst meaalactann ood
cryoilcts ol rcadlnadc gttntnlt,

13



accident in which the hotel is burnt down, Salinr's
Iriends in Delhi, inciuding an attractive Anglo-Indian
girl, Sylvia. Thrown together in Delhi for a fort-
night, Lionel and Sylvia fall in love and decide to
marq'. They return to live their lives out at Debrakot,

The bare bones of the story are not impressive
and, as might have been expected, sex plays an im-
portant, if not a donrinant role in the novel. Nat
Augden particularly would seem to embody the
popular stereotype of the highly sexed Anglo-Indian
girl-and-women rvho, as she ages, loses none of her
sex vitality and is not unwilling at 65 to see young
Lionel as both son and lover. Lionel, Sujeeta and
Sylvia belong to a more pormissiVe age, but not
to a generally permissive society, and so the ease
with which all three indulge in pre-marital sex,
though hardly surprising in conternporary fiction,
confirms in India the popular view that at least Lio-
nel and Sylvia are representative of their comrtu:
nity i.e. are without sexual inhibition.

But the portraiture is happily more conrplex ancl
subtle than the sex story suggests, for this is not a
salacious novel. The boy Lionel is genuinely sensi-
tive and eager to discover who he is. He and Sujeeta,
a daring gid in her Hindu Lucknow environment,
discuss the vexed question of roots, and Lionel
says :" We're in our separate little room on the roof
(shades of Ruskin Bond of whom we are often re-
minded). Why should we let our grandfathers in-
tenupt us with their history?" (13). Sujeeta, who
comes of a Bania family, is better attuned to her
society's mores. She knows that each will finally
marry in hislher own community, but is rvilling rcr

be 'happy' while she can.
The conflict that emerges fronr nrixed parentoge

and race, and the taboos consequent upon the British
social structure "in India, tends to deny Augden the
strength that normally proceeds from selt-confidence
and self+espect. Ho recognises that he hates India
for the status that she has denied him, and rvould
esCape from her if he could do so with any prospect
of economic survival. Millie, Lionel'5 .rnother, never
ceases to regard herself as different from, and supe-
rior to Indians, but Lionel and Sylvia are unafflicted
by these illusions-they belong to a younger and
more sensible generation that has grown up in free
India. Sylvia notably takes herself for granted, is,
indeed, much more conscious of the generation ga1

within her own Anglo-Indian community, than she is
of the gulf that divides Anglo-Indians from Indians,
Hindu or Muslim.

Stephen Alter is a serious social commentator and
is concerned with both the social group and its sevc-
ral members. Lionel begs Sylvia not to alienate
older membe,rs of their community who have settlecl
in Debrakot because : "All their lives they've been
concerned with one thing - their legitimacy . . . . .

we're part of their legitimacy. Something like a

marriage is very important to them because it re-
affirnls their conrmunity" (176). So the search for
Anglo-Indian identity is not only an odysiey for each
one, but also for the whole community. What is it
that rttakcs this collective tradition, and why is it
that the tradition should be maintained?
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Freedorn First

Areglccletl liles gives rls tlo answers to tlte ques-
tions it raises, but this is not vital in a novel. 'Ihe
success of the rvork lies in the understanding it brings
to us of s misunderstood community of people.
T'here is in it no spite, no contempt, no cynicisnr.
There i5 instead a detennination to present Anglo-
Iudians as ,more or lesss normal people itt a situation
that bristles with social and racial abnormality. We
are made to see the problems of members of this
community with sympathy. The writing is generally
very good and, lvhen on natural landscape, Alter is
often deePlY movins' 

MURIEL wAsl

INDIAN RELIGIONS 6.r, S. Radhukrishnon, Vision

Ilooks New Delhi, 1979, pp. 190 -i index, Rs. 251-.

The bcok under review is a collection of essays by
the renowned statesman and philosopher S. Radha-
krishnan.

As the title suggests, the book deals wirh the basic
tenets of the different religions of India. Whether
it is Hinduisnr, Buddhism, Jainism or Sikhism, that
have taken birth in India or religions such as lslam,
Christianity and Zorastrianism that have liade their
\1ily into the country and acquiled roots, they are all
in surn part of the religiou5 experiences of Man. The
variations and distinguislriug features of the histori-
cal religions and their specific beliefs reflect the social
rnilieu in which they exist.

llzrllrakrishnan emphasises ihe need for religions to
strengthen their common ideals and understand the
differences anong them with sympathy. To him no
religion can claim superiority over the others. In
fact, a cross fertilization of ideas among the diflb-
rent religions alone can promote and enrich spiritual
life. In his earlier lvritings, Radhakrishnan has shown
with great wealth of learning that this has been so
thloughout the centuries.

In the ultimate analysis, the objective of all reli-
gions remain I the same. To qu.ote. "Things in the
valley soparate us, up yonder high abovc us we are
all one. The variet! of ways has meaning at the foot
of the hill, but if we understand what they signify on
the snolvy summits, we shall know that all are reach-
ing out for god".

Over the centuries, the world's religions have be-
come confused rvith out-dated and rneaningless ritu-
als, customs and superstitions. Most often than not,
these extraneous and sometimes crude aspects have
dominated the practice of religions. In the process,
the essence of religion has been missed out. The
separation of whai is iiving and what is dead in the
rvorld's religions is no easy task. In his own way,
Radhakrishnan was in his time strikingly successful
in interpreting the great religions and restoring their
nppeal to the modern mind in a world of science and
rntjonalisnr. The brief anthology of his writings
serves in providing not only an attractive account ol
the religions of lndia but also in bringing to the ordi-
nary rclders the thoughts of a remarkable philoso-
pher and statesman.

PADMINI ITTURTI
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WITH MAI\Y VOTCES
"The deep

A'loans rodnd rvith man1, roices. Come, mj, friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

--Tennysotl.

The only way to move a politician's bottom is to hit There is no prostitution in China. However, we clo
him on the nose with a base (ball) bat. have sonre wonren rvho make love for nonj/.

H. Jarvis, (the father of Prop.osition.l3), -- A, C|iuesCI !'oreigl Milistry spokes.ran,
The Daily Telegraph, October 8 ne-rald Tribuie, bctober l5

Madhya Pradesh is as unnatural as the Janati
Party and its split is a foregone conclusion.

Slogan of the mov€m€nt for a separate
Chhatisgarh state, Irirres of India, October 22

We will wipe them out ! the nation voted for the
Isltrnic republic and everyone should obey. If you
do not obey, you will be annihilated.

Ayatullah Khomeirti, Iinre, October I

Zia, when lre seize6 po$€r, was regarded as a funny
man. He was likened to Terry-Thomas, both in ap-
pearance and attitudes, He is no longer a joke. fte
is a disaster 

The Dailv Telegraph, october 19.

I rvas brouglrt rp os an Artglophile, to some extent
enrerged into an Antericanophile and, in the ten
years that I am in government now, I have turned
into a Francophile.

- Federal Chancellor Helmut Schnridt.
The Economist, September 29.

Soviet ambassadors are the product of a bureau-
cracy lhat rervards discipline and discourages initi-
ative.

Henry Kissinger, White House 
"BI;#;,,i,

You are soft, you have demonstlated weaknes5 oll
over the world. You lost Ethiopia, you lost Angola
you lost lran. . . . You don't have a policy at all.' Israeli Defence Minister Ezer Weizman

ro Harord saunders' 
YiSi#j?l.lll 3f;iiJ3;tt

One thing we have learned in this terible century of
ours is that the rule of law with its notion of inalien-
able right is a far rnore valuable safeguard to the in-
dividual than the delusory'one man, one vote': Therc
are many cases in rvhich the judges speak for the
rnrSS€s far more truthfully than the governments
thev have suoposedlv slssted' :' Paul iohnson, The Guardian, October 8.

nffionb'$ suitings

A GUIDE TO THE WEII.IIRESTEII tIIAtE

The laymond Woollen ilills limited
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Violence is a lie rvhich destroys what it clainrs to
defend.

-- Pope Jolut Paul ll, SuulayTelegraph, Sept. 30.
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