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Backdoor Emergency

NISSIM EZEKIEL

It is not necessary to argue at length against the
National Security Ordinance and the nationalisation of
Maruti. Though the first is a major step towards a

backdoor Emergency, and the other only a despicable
cover-up job by Indira’s government, both are obvious
demonstrations of the non-democratic will at work.

Verbally and in practice, scores of such demonstra-
tions are available for the commentator. To make

metters worse, the official and non-official opposition,
as well as individual citizens with an ounce of power,

provide evidence every day of that same evil.

The long-term task is to prove in the realties of
social existence that the spirit of democracy is actually
preferred, when one can easily get away with authori-
tarian conduct.

The immediate political demand is for acts of re-
sistance, which require courage and may involve great
sacrifices as well as sucering. One may be “detained”
for 12 months—it’s as simple as that!

Your right to appeal to the law has been destroyed.
You can appeal only to the government that has
decided you are a threat to the defence and security
of the country. You cannot have the assistance of a
lawyer in pleading your case before an Advisory
Board.

Further, if the Board in its private wisdom comes
to the conclusion that the order of detention is invalid,
the government is not bound to accept its view. It
merely issues a new order, and you remain in jail!

Even if the Security Ordinance is cautiously used,
does not its existence violate the idea of democracy?
Is there really any hope that it will not be used in
the deplorable way it has been formulated and issued?

The testing time for democrats has arrived, Without
acts of conscience, without gestures expressing convic-
tion regarding human rights, without standing up to
be counted among those committed to freedom, even
formal democracy cannot be restored to India.
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The Maruti nationalisation ordinance does not call
for a similar response. But it is a scandal all the same.
It is another black spot on the record of Indira’s
government since it returned to power ten months ago.

A heavy aura of guilt surrounds this ordinance.
Parliament was not in session. The cabinet spokesman
chose not to offer any explanation for the decision.
The Press Information Bureau was silent. It is reported
that copies of the ordinance were not made available
to journalists. The Maruti liquidation proceedings in
the Punjab and Haryana High Court are to be wound
up.

Government’s compensation of Rs. 4.34 crores against
the liabilities of Rs. 6 crores indicates that very special
interest in Maruti which is part of its history. It has
produced no automobiles for four years, but the ordi-
nance says nationalisation will help it “modernise the
automobile industry.”

The correspondent of a Bombay newspaper, report-
ing the Maruti nationalisation ordinance, reminded his
readers that Supreme Court Justice A. C. Gupta’s
Maruti Inquiry Commission had stated: “It (Maruti)
brought about a decline in the integrity of public life
and sullied the purity of administration.”

The Commission report, the correspondent went on,
“brings out a host of irregularities at the government
level and also at the level of the unit’s management
it never made a public issue through a prospectus......
shares were allotted in the name of persons who did

not ever buy them...... large sums were unauthorisedly
disbursed...... &

Sanjay’s samadhi was secretly demolished at night,
with instructions to the workers, “including the senior
engineers”, according to one report, not to talk to the
press. Perhaps the nationalised Maruti will now moder-
nise the automobile industry in India with similar
secrecy.

While these ominous developments are taking place
on the national level, there are no signs of a general
awakening to the danger among our people as a whole.

Nothing has happened so far on the scale that is
needed to influence exents. y
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