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Bulgaria and Reality

NISSIM EZEKIEL

In international as in national politics, Mrs.
Gandhi is now flying around verbally, with a
cultivated indifference to inconvenient faets.
In Bulgaria, steadfastly subservient to the
Soviet Union in its military build-up, she calls
for an end to military build-up. Satellite host
country and its empire-building total tyranny,
interfering in Asia whenever they can, applaud
Mrs. Gandhi’s opposition to “foreign interfer-
ence in the Asian continent”.

Is there a single Bulgarian in a position to
criticise the stockpiling of weapons in Eastern
Europe? No. That is why the Bulgarian gov-
ernment is delighted to hear Mrs. Gandhi reject
the argument that the stockpiling of weapons
postpones war. It is a criticism of the other
side, not the side that is previding the ban-
quet, The Russians and their East European
colonies don’t even have to argue about it.
Their military policy has been based on the
stockpiling of weapons virtually since the end
of the second World War.

Mrs. Gandhi is being glibly self-indulgent
when she pleads for bilateral and peaceful re-
solution of conflicts in Asia and elsewhere. If
she is serious, she must raise and define the
ideological positions that cause those conflicts
She must tell us where she stands ideologically
By not doing so, she does not rise above the
differences that create military dangers; she
merely blinds herself to them in order to re-
peat her mantra of peace.

Bulgaria is a slave nation, Mrs. Gandhi
joins its President in calling for “Sovereign
equality”. Bulgaria's economy is tied firmly
to the economy of the Soviet Union, with its
political system similarly tied up. Mrs.
Gandhi joins its President in a futile, farcical

plea for “restructuring international economic
relations on an equitable basis”. Is she really
ignorant about Bulgaria’s economic and politi-
cal system? Equity, to that system and its
doctrines, means only expansion of state power
within, and greater opportunities for calling
the tune abroad.

Mrs, Gandhi repeated in Bulgaria her view
that growing economic disparities among
nations was a source of global tension. Bul-
garia's mighty contribution to the reduction of
those disparities is of course well-known! By
echoing the voice of its Master and never taking
thought on its own for a minute, Bulgaria has
actually let down the South and the Non-
Aligned. Mrs, Gandhi treats it, pathetically,
as a true ally.

As for tension, Bulgaria has
within its borders by the normal communist
method : Terror. Mrs. Gandhi did not men-
tion it nor did the majority of Indian political
commentators. Terror in communist count-
ries is taken for granted by most of the non-

abolished it

communist countries of Asia, accepted and
overlooked in dealing with them.
Amidst the expected sentimentalities (Bul-'

garia, land of roses; India, land of lotus) there
was also a reference in Mrs. Gandhi’'s first
speech, during her ten-day three-nation tour,
to “obstacles in the way of economic develop-

ment”. While India was building up her eco-
nomy, “military conflicts were imposed”, By
whom? Not by the Soviet Union’s presence in

Afghanistan, but by resistance to it through
arms to Pakistan, that is the implication.

Mrs. Gandhi deesn't even have to spell it out
these days. The Soviet Union does not impose
military conflicts by military and political ex-
pansion. America does by trying to halt it.
This deadly untruth is not a contribution to
peace. It is a contribution to Soviet hege-
mony .
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