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SHUFFLE AND RESHUFFLE

Newspaper headlines and editorial
comments focus increasingly these
days on Cabinet and Ministerial
Council changes of personnel. The
impression created is that these are
of the highest importance. “Adik
Gets Finance”, for example, implies
that Maharashtra’s finances are now
in safe hands. Why else would it
be on the front page of eveningers
whose distinction lies in knowing
what the public wants?

Comments on what may be cal-
led the shuffle and reshuffle pheno-
menon in Indian politics assunie
that it is on the same level as simi-
lar changes in other countries. The
difference surely is that in our case
it is rarely a matter of policy, al-
most always of personalities and of
pressure groups.

Vasant Sathe was not removed
from the Information and Broad-
casting Ministry because he differ-
ed from Mrs. Gandhi about the
role of that Ministry or because of
some other crucial political issue.
He lost his post, it is suspected, be-
cause he attracted excessive public
interest. Publicising Mrs. Gandhi
in excess was not sufficient com-
pensation.

If such are the standards—or
lack of them—at the Centre one
can easily imagine how our Chief
Ministers function. In the first
place, they play safe by flying to
Delhi over and over again, pro-
-ceeding with their reshuffling only
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after full approval of the Prime
Minister. They are of course prais-
ed for their initiative, and only par-
tially blamed for any subsequent
failures by their proteges.

The ousting or resignation of a
Minister because of a political cri-
sis is no cause for anxiety about
the political process. But what we
get along with it is horrendous
news about corruption, connection
with criminals, misuse of power in
a host of ways (often with the con-
nivance of the Chief Minister) and
factional activity well beyond the
normal expression of differences on
principle. The public cannot help
taking the cynical view that the
new incumbents in power closely
resemble those who have lost it, and
that given the opportunities they
will perform equally well (ie.
badly). )

A Chief Minister who drops a
member of his Council for alleged
misbehaviour replaces him in care-
fully calculated fashion by another
representative of the same faction.
The new man has a record of viru-
lent personal criticism against the
Chief Minister. All the same, he
is preferred to an independent sup-
porter, since factions have to be
kept in control.

The media often congratulates
such a Chief Minister for his
“skill”, though it is obvious that
personal enmity is not a sound
basis for political co-operation. A

Minister who is at “loggerheads”
with his Chief is thus replaced by
one who is certain to be in the
same position after a new months.

Our State Councils grow larger
every year, not because of admini-
strative but of political needs. The
followers of certain Ministers have
to be “accommodated”, and doing
this is described as “broadening the
base”.

As for cohesion and eﬁ‘icierfcy,
acknowledged to be desperately
needed, our commentators invari-
ably say that “it remains to be
seen” whether the expanded, shuffl-
ed and reshuffled Ministry will show
signs of them in any degree worth
mentioning. It is all a matter of
hoping against hope: that the
wrong means will somehow at
some time lead to the attainment
of the right ends.

The truth is that nothing remains
to be seen; we can see it now if
only we choose to overcome our
normal lethargy and evasiveness.

Further, the wrong means de-
monstrably used in the reorganisa-
tion of State Councils of Ministcrs
have no prospect of leading to the
desired ends. N

All our talk about what the Cen-
tral leadership should do or not do
falls on deaf ears. Yet, our edi-
torial writers recommend to it the
enforcement of discipline in party
ranks, the curbing of factionalism,
and the punishment of inefficiency.
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