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THUGGERY CHECKMATED IN ANDHRA

GOVIND TALWALKAR

IT WAS nothing short of political thuggery in Andhra fied’ and Bhaskara Rao was given 30 days to prove
to dismiss the N. T. Rama Rao ministry, but the evil his majority. However, all the money that he brought
! designs of the leadership of the Congress(I) were from Delhi and the gangsterism in which he indulged
4 foiled by the tremendous public pressure and the 165 could not help him. As the game was fated to be
MLAs who stood firm against the allurement of lost, Mrs. Gandhi came out with the extraordinary
money and positions. However, the end would have explanation that she came to know about the Andhra
been different if two dozen more MLAs of the Telugu happenings only through a news agency report. Ex-
Desam party would have crossed the floor and joined cept her apologists nobody in the wide world believed
the shameless brigade of Bhaskara Rao. it '
Whatever happened in Andhra is in conformity with If she were kept in the dark then it betrays incom-
Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s politics which does not tolerate petence but if she had known it, then she was guilty
opposition. Her henchman Mr. Homi. J. H. Taleyar- of terminological inexactitude, to put it mildly.
khan played a hatchetman and dismissed the ministry Ram Lal became the scapegoat and had to go.
in Sikkim. Taleyarkhan was ‘satisfied’ that the ministry Nobody was sorry for him, for a corrupt and dege-
had lost majority support but this satisfaction was nerate person like him deserves to be in jail and not
illusory and President’s rule had to be imposed. The in the Raj Bhavan. But he is not alone in making
Central Government acted on the false report of the the Raj Bhavan the forum for deciding the fate of a
Governor who in his turn pandered to the wishes of ministry. Even the Janata party committed the same
the Central leaders. So instead of impeachment offence when Mr. Sanjiva Reddy as Piesident of India
i Taleyarkhan was honoured with an Ambassador’s post followed a similar course. The country will soon
* in Italy have to find a way to check such gubernatorial and
Next came the Jammu and Kashmir ministry head- Presidential intrigues.
ed by Dr. Farooq Abdullah. Though Mr. G. M. It was daylight robbery in Andhra, and Bhaskara
Shah could prove his majority, the manner in which Rao was a willing gangster. We witnessed a blatant

#

; Farooq’s ministry was dethroned was reprehensible. abuse of the administrative machinery to coerce and
: With the two ministries thus toppled Mrs. Gandhi bribe legislators. The pretender to the post of chiet
? became bold enough to dislodge the N. T. Rama Rao minister even went to the extent of accusing Rama
2 ministry. : Rao of being a CIA agent and having secret links

Actually Ramakrishna Hegde was on the hit-list with China through the CPI (M). Every effort was
but as Mrs. Gandhi believes in surprise attacks she made to kidnap the MLAs. As if this was not enough,
went for Rama Rao. The Andhra leader had the a communal riot was engineered in Hyderabad at the
shock of his life when he returned after a coronary behest of the pretender administration. Property and
bypass operation in the USA to find that his colleague lives of the people apparently have no relevance to
Mr. Bhaskara Rao had raised the banner of revoit. the power-hungry thugs let loose in this country.
The latter took with him 56 MLAs but claimed the What we witnessed in Andhra was a reprehensible
support of more than ninety and could form a mini- and relentless pursuit of power. This is the logical
stry with the ready and willing support of the Con- culmination of the politics which is being followed
gress(I).

The Governor Mr. Ram Lal was, as expected, ‘satis- (Continued on page 7)
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