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· ll'it~ '~(/~fP,1~'ri,D:· W,olfe is _'~He'_-q'f ~k w?rl1-'s !#ading bistorian~ 
·&/ the'Sdvaet Revolutwn, with whtch he-was-connected because 
of,his·personal -aisooiation with Lenin .andrTrotsky, He is the 

. authpr of !thO..t .we/t-~notpfl.; poq!- "Three Wh9 CJI;f.a4e .-4 Revqlu­
tion'. FREEDOM: FIRST is privileged to carry/iis Jafe~t. ar~~((:! . 
which iviU be featured in the October · issue of · FoR~IGN · 

'. Afi'FAiRs .of:Ne~lJ\York. ·. ' ' · -:.. .., ... l 
' -' I i · · , ~ -; : ; , .. , -I l •' ' f j • r J I ' , ! ~. ', • ; 1 

FOR over two ,decades, Soviet historiography has 
. geep) n .s~e~dily .d~(;!pening crisis. ; Histor~es .succeed 

each ~th~r all if they ,w~re be.wg · cqn~uJ:!led l)y.a gi;mt 
chain J sn_lOk!'lr ,.~hQ, ligh~ th~ firs~ volurp~ of the. . new 
work with th!Ol)ast ·Of the old. Historiap.s appear, qis.­
appear, and reappear; others vanish witho~t a trace. 

·Originally, only -party history was subject to rigid 
prescription. Then Soviet history was added. Latterly, 
th~ area of . comrh~md performance and commanded 
conclusions has spread outward to America and Asia 
and the wastes of Antarctica, backward to the Middle 
Age!i, to Byzantium> ,to the shadowy origins of the Slavs 
anq the pre-dawp o~ the Kievan State, to China's earliest 
c~lture. ·.. - _., 1 • 

One day a given 'shttement of events or interpretation 
is obligatory, and the next condemned in words which 
seem to portend the doom of the historian who faith­
fully carried out his instructions. If it is a pronounce­
ment of Stalin he is following, all the more severely must 
he condemn himself- of course, without involving the 
L13ader ill his self-critlcism. 

Often the central personages of an event become 
unpersons, as if they had never existed. The Civil War 
must 'now be re~written as-if there never had been a 
War Comm-iss-ar l).arhed Leon Trotsky. The Soviet 
theah·e, once the subject of so many histories, is history­
less once more, until somebody contrives to write a new 
version without a trace of the great innovator-director, 
Vsevolod Meierhold. On Feb. 15, 1951, Pravda accom­
plished the fact of "Commemorating" the tenth anniver­
sary of the Eighteenth Party Conference, in which 
Voznesensky delivered the main report, without so 
much as mentioni11g the name of the Reporter! 

Today the Balkarians are missing frorrl Volume ~'•B"· 
of the new edition of the Great Encyclopeaia; the Volga 
Germans have become an· unpeople; a-tid. tlre· {Uimean 
Tartars, having been expelled from ·their·'centuries-:<>Jd ' 
home to a .region under the Arctic Circle; -hav~1had the· 
place· names of their fonrier habitations ~extirpated, and 
are p.ow being subjected .to the sJrrinkingpfJ\l~Pi hi,s.tQri­
cal rote, iQ the Cri111~a to the point whe..r~ ;~ey, are gra­
dually, be~ming an unpeople, t.oo. ( S~rRrqvda, ~nd 
Izve~tia, June 4, 1952) . · -' '·· 

During the past Spring-even objects began to become 
unobfects, as Pravda and the regional press from F~br­
uary to May reported a grim ·and thoroughgoing purge 
of scores of local and national inuseums all the way from 
Lithuania td Kazakhstan. The Lithuanian ·museums 
were rebuked for failing to show the iiiflue)lce:Of Great 
Russian culture and the struggles and'lop.'gings ·Of their 
peoples for extinction of their independence, while the 
Kazakh museums were condemned for. -~e no~talgic 
splend9ur of their daggers, guns, harn~~s~J!, bridal p,os- , 
tumes, and for failing to display any objeY4 1!~9\V!ng : 
Great Russian civilizing influe1,1ce and t:h~ "pz:ogz:es.sive~'­
character of the annexation of Kazakhstan. 

It would require many volumes to give an account 
of this continual retroactive rewriting of history. The: 
present article aims to give some notion of the scope 
of this vast operation palinipsest, to seek the "line'! or' 
rather some of the fragmentary and freqi.u~ntly contra-" 
dictory lines, discernible in the revis~onS i to 'seek the' 
reasons, or a rationale, for what seems to contain · an 
element of the personal and irrational as: well;' .and to 
ask what these tamperings with the historical .record· 
portend concerning the present and immediate future 
intentions of the regime. History has become a "wea­
pon", an arm of propaganda, the essential function of 
which is the justification of the changing policies of the 
Soviet Government through reference to the "facts" 
and "documents" of the past. The penchant for -making 
every change in foreign relations or domestic poltcy 
historically retroactive, serves as a vast, though dis­
torting glass, through which the observer may see these 
policy changes magnified. It is that which makes 
Voprosy istorii undoubtedly the most interesting m~d 
revealing of all present-day Sovi_et publications. 

n 
.\l[acaulay once said that his idea of hell would be to 

have to listen to fi ends endlessly misquoting history and 
he unahle to correct them. But .in the Soviet Union , 



th~ histori~n hi}11~el~ must do the PJ,isquoting. Hi~-Qwn the most eloquent page in present-day Soviet historio­
pomt .of vtew ~ ~Ither consulte nor, except ~ ,~e graphy. 
acciJl~ptC£ ~o~·P<;!_ ·u~enc!:< (i.th •. tb-e_· . !ne p£. _ t_l e J?q,m~9-t, III 
ever ~ , ~'& t9 ' ~~ ex6J'f~~fr, ": ,. ,ej~~x,t1l:io~1<" wri .~rs 
and . .Cfll-!feli:~ ... P~J!r t9~ ! IJl.It<: ,; -:tqsblubsrn_ gf t~ Iiist In the twenties, not a politician but a profess_ional 
'fsars cOtild easiJtbe idenhfied as liberal and deinoq'r.a- ~arxist ~istoria_n, ~- N .. Pokrovsky, was the vrrtual 
tic as in the case of a Platonov, as conservative afid dictator 111 Soviet h1stonography. He represented a. 
i11o~1~chical as ill-the case of an Ilovaisky, as Markist ~onsistent g~,neral line ("~isto~y is politiCs proje:ted 

r. .. ~~.W. -~e¢ 'F~r!?.~:,fbfQ}9-~xsk¥'r ~~J·y~der-;totahs~!lt~t ,Wt?-,.,!Qr~.g~~rf!J- _t,-~n~~~d. ,~ ~.fi!ffi9Jilt fo!1 fellow~.,.!~1~- -;; 
: ~h§blutism,:-.tiffiot:y-, .·as ;all. Of-eillture; :iias -Men:-:'Ifatioia'a,.;;,-~M..!t~~{?< .. <liL- .~r~~ilt t· ·" ~flleld tq profe ~ ~ 

lized"; there are no individual viewpoints or private stanaaras,'~a· regaral or ocu~en.ts ari? evi ence, 
judgments or pluralistic approaches. Tarle, speCialist though at times. he wrestled ~~~hhly ; ~I_tp them. to 
on Napoleon, is now ordered to rewrite his principal compel them to ywld w~at he s~mgnt. Ana as a btstonan 
work in such fashiOtl as to "prove'~ that Napoleon him- he had ~n?rrnous preshge,,whzch was ~urther enhanc~d 
self burrl'ed Moscow (no ; _doubt to make it untenable by Lenms preface o his -Short H tstory of Russw, 
as his Wtinter iQuartim! ) . . And th.e liberal-democ~·atic , praisi?~ it{,w.af_~Ir ~~d } :il_!ing f?r it .!o' 9epop1¢ Jt('t ,,xt­
Vip~er, w.ho first wxote, on I v.an ,the TeHible in the .e.arly book and to oe translated mto otlier Europeall 
years .of' the centuJ.'Y; is •eharged· with ,bFiriging 1his book ! language~. • , f " , } 
of l922 . ~'lJ.p-to-date~' .and glorifying the ·protagonist. Buf iti · J~Sl fus" exce~s1y~ re~e<t: forftlie facts' ; Pa'rty 
·: ~'Fr'oin·tny 'exper:lence~s a:studentof Moseow'Univer~ his tor¥ cain~ uiider~Stalin'sper'sonal sd:ufiny. n"' I934-
. :· sity' in -.Hi3_9-~l;"··wrifes S. :v. :Utechiri~ . "I !knqw· th~\' ~e ~as posthu~?u~ly, purg~4-;- ~e ~~~ the.lu?k to die 
' the late professors K. v, .Bazilev~c~ ·an'd ·S:'V: Bakh- m time- along ·~tth ·all his wbrks-an.d;·disciples .. At 

rushkin held a negative attitude-towards the present · a,b,?,~~~.tpe _s_arn~ ti:t;ne, Rya~a~o,v, l\uss~a s R~~~ft:pdwg 
.· regime: ·: Yet~ .in itheii· .volumes:we find no traces :of Mar,xic;oiogist, w,hgs_e h~adstroqg,_se.\f-dl.fec;t¢.itd~W}ton 
. ( views diff~ieqrfr.o.ti\:dwse professed by Stalin.·,Th.us . to : N.[ar,xis~;do?~'ine~tary _schol~rship , ~~?sely: -!ese~.~~eu 
. the 'persodalpolificiil Qpinions Of.the authors do no.t - Poki:ov~kys ·athtl'l.de>to}V·ards •nistory; s.ttfferelf\a similar · - • 'il 1-. • 'd • h 'd ' b . po's'tht1ITI0US ''f~te' 1 ' ,.' " . n\ \ ' 1 ! ·''; I '-''\J:•d'l l · ' 1" ' necessar Y•'-'omCl e w.1t • ., an .may eV.en. e ·contrary ., ,,, , ,- ·,,_._,. · ,.~, 1 · \\ o~: . • · . . -,, ',\'·u ,;. ,· . .'· ·• 

. ' ·to the .views;e,ljjptessed m their-books: These :reflect Pokrovsky was accused of being anti-national ancl 
;., not theirrp.oliticl:tl ibia-ses,. ,; put:theii· ·uilderstanding ant\-patriotic .(he .shared Lenin's internationalism an~:l 
. of the party line" . . : ( ~J :Y• Utechin: "Text-books on. qefl:!atisin for·Ts*tist *{irs}'; of negledi~g kctu~ evefits;· 
. :history,"-S.ov.:iet .S,tttdies.j,Vob.IV.No..I:)...; .·:' · " . · dates;o fact~; -!peribds; and personages in favour' of-gene: · 
As ~:he gz;eat editing protess embrace~ iriote ana rno_i:e dtlize'd :sociologic~! sc?em~ta ~ iiritil t~e~ con'~idete? -~ 

of the · ~ern.ott'Vcori'leils . 'of ! the ·eartH ai:td 'earliest past, )1all~a~k o~ tv'!,arxis~. hts~oncal ~n!,erp~~tatwn j; ?f b~m& 
there are no loriger safe a·nq neutral topics .. Nqr does. anh_-sctentzfic and" anti-Marxist ; ?f · u.nderestlrnatmg 
the historian e,njoy • th_€/ >~right to pick -his period and L~mn (he wrot~ : 'Y"henever Lenm differs from ~e 1 
them~, nor the right of Silence where he cannot in good blmdly acc~pt -hzs vww; he can see te~r feet deeper mto 
conscience speak As u"t; ·rnusic the politician-G:ritic or the_ ear~h than ; any o~ the rest of us ) and of under­
the Supreme .Critic in the Politburo tells the composers ~Stl;I11at_ing Stalm. (whiCh W<\S undo.ubtedly tt:ue and t~e 
what and how .and in. what .style to compose, so in unmed~ate ·thqugh .. not the only .explanation o£ l11s. 
history;·· voprosy _istorii .bristles with menacing stric- downfal!·') ; ::ll .· .'. ' . • · •· 

tur.es:upoir historians for picking remote; neutral; shai'p- A~ 'first it seemed td· histeiriaris tJ:urt a ·new line q1ight 
ly!ldelirnited or ;apolitical .subjects;. for neglecting fields emerge which· would pt.it pluses where· he had inii:t't1s~s , 
which--have been given priority in Party ·directives and· and offer them considerably more freedom for ·exarni­
the -Histoi·ical Plan, for drawing their own conclusions nation of somces without regard to Marxist interpretive 
or failing to find in the materials the conclusions pre- schemata. 
determined for them. But alas, life was not to be that simple, Thourrh 

It is suggestive both of the serious hazards in the field Pokrovsky had been condeinned for neglect of concrclc 
and the real feelings of th~ historiat~s that, despite historical facts, ere long Voprosy istorii was to give 
urgings, dangled prizes and repeated threats, no one vvarning 'that' "the 'proper histdrian" ·must be free from 
ha~ yet been found to cprnplete ·a single volume o,r a '·objectivism" and from "an exaggerated attachment to 
single sei·~ous ·article i!'l the -field. of the. history of the facts,"; and at horne in the . citation and application of 
Party arid the regime; · though , Staliri hiznself ·first th~ · "theoretical .generalizations" and dictates of the 
st!ggested' it in·1931, has ordered it at regular intervals Party lizw. (No. 12, 1948), Now it was not a single, 
since, and forced it into the place of top priority in the simplicist, recognizable line like Pokrovsky's, but a con­
Five-Year Plan for Soviet Historians adopted in 1946. tinuous bombardment by ad hoc fragm_ents of lines, 
Fifteen years after the task was first assigned b y the changing with each political shift or change in mood, 
Dictator, the lead editorial in Voprosy istorii warns that frequently internally contradictory, constantly being 
the failure to produce the ordered works crea tes a more altered and even suddenly reversed. Apparentl y 
"completely impermissible si tuation" which "it would these fragments issue from Stalin's lates t pronounce­
be completely wrong to look for objective circumstances ment or some earlier one exhumed from context after 
to explain.'' (No.8, 1949 ) , This stubborn silence, con - four decades, or from the quotations from Leniu or 
tinu .ing up to th l' moment in which I write. constitutes (Cnnlillu !ld 0 11 page 9 ) 
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·. EISCHER. & RADHAKRISHNAN 
. ~ • ~ ! ~ l t r_ _1 l • : • • .1 t ~- ' · 1.,, I • :... 

'Lt. 'outs~ F!scJ:l~r' s tdrit'i.:1s~ 'of ~~~t~ii'l' r'e~m'¥~ )>ti~li~-
' -.. >::J'y ·: %ita~ :· 'by '~. Sir'' : sEU:v~palli "· Radh'~kfi.shmi.n, 

liidiit'~ .r VicJ:p~~'sld'b';{t::.l \~ih'enJ :f:is2he~ · \Vks · ·I~ · this 
·~6Uil'tiy, .: lias 'rai~ed' ' iround hihl '~ 'h¢1;net;ii ne~t. . Not 
dvk,ri ''M'f: #is~iitlr's ·6~ihys h~~~ so~ght to j~~tify ' the 
vi~e~}:>relid:b'Nt'~ ·· ·tin~helitral ·- ~nd · imtrue' st.ateinent, 
\~hlth 'ha§ 'b''ti~n· aptly ' ~,e;_~rib~d .by ~hought ili~&az~ne 
a~ t ".A-'' j;hildko/her's ·Folly>'.' . Nor is it neces·sary to 
' · f ·' · ' I · ,, ·co· · · · · · '... . · laoqui· th'eh'respdnsil,>ility of the Vice-President's pro-
ndt,iHb'etn'en(b~y~nq rec&ding that he appea;s to hav~ 
- ~ •, , . .. , . 1 .- ) • •• I i · ~ • . ' • • • • · '·• ~ 'j 

juf.t~·~9 .'~e c~I\fi,d,e~ce s~o\vl). in . him by .C.ross Roa~, 
tfM · commUni~>f'l>arty" weekly,'. which proposed h1s 
nahle · £6~'':h·esidentshi.P of the U:n.i'on even HefCire he 
w!Js hbmlHiit~d a~ Vice-Pn:isideni: The offidai'version 
of hi~ ~~eillarks later ·rei eased by· N e~v Delhi . 'does not 
rrikterially affe6t the · impli~ations of th~ Vic~-
President's observations. · · · . 

The reaily important issue raised by Louis Fischh's 
reh1arks and the resentment expressed against them 
in certain sections of the press is that of the right 
of freedom of' expression of a publicist visiting a 
country bther than his own. 

It would appear, according to Fischer's critics, ' that 
a foreign visitor has no right to comment bn the 
actions or pronouncements of the Government or its 
officials of the country visited, however open to ques­
tiOI1 they may be. By this logic, the right exercised 
by Iridian journalists in India to criticise the actions 
of President Truman's administration disappears the 
moment the same writers land in New York! Conver­
sely, if. was these same neutralist quarters that 
objected when Dr. Lohia last year criticised certain 
aspects of Indian foreign policy to American audien ­
ces. By the same logic, then, a speaker or writer 
abroad must not comment on the policies of either his 
own or the local government. Would the poor wretch 
be permitted to discuss the acts of yet other countries? 
1We do not know. 

If taken seriously, all this would make nonsense of 
"One World." Visits by distinguished thinkers like 
Louis Fischer would become pointless to both coun­
tries concerned. But we have an idea that this is 
hardly what Fischer's critics have really in mind. 

\Ve have yet to know of neutralist quarters th ro,, ·_ 
ing up their hands in horror at criticism made by 
Yisiting Americans of the State Department's policies. 

~uch HI;~ti9js~ns, wQ,i~h are ofteJ! ' I~1~qe,, m·~,wel<?P~l1t:lP 
;gl((e'fully by aup~~npes . in tl~is co.uutr_y. a11d .pr;1is,~~bin 
the columns of the Indian Press. Similjar~y; '. when 
Dr. Bhara:tan Kumarappa during a visit to the United 
States politely suggested to his American audiences 
that they were war-mongers, it was the American re­
a~tion~, and not his rem,arks, which wer~ 1t)le ~Jt.li>J~~ 
~atter of complaints about a. "witch hunt.'; .,,·' : ) ~ .i 

• ' l • ;. •• '1 ....... ·' 

.. It .willthus appear th~t.~ere . are I?eo,pl~ , in; Inffifl 
who seek to impose a . double standard qf,. woraJ.itr-"­
one in regard to criticism about foreign ,gqvernments 
and another in regard to their own. This . is. ,yet 
another indication of that sense of inferiority '~liich 

. . ' , ( • r ' ) ' :·· , ,• 

finds an outlet ir. chauvinism and z~no.J?~?-~i~. , T,rese 
.same.circle:; would .have been rubbing tl;teir hands ~n 
gl~e· and qescribing Louis Fischer in euio~istlc t~~-i'!'ls 
if he haq ·.go11e to Cape Town a·nd cri ~~i~ed . som~ 
shiten'lent ' of Dr. Malan', the Soutl-i AfriC!aii' Prem'f~r. 

... :' 
K. G. MASHRUWALA · 

w iTH the passing away of Kishorlal Mashruwala 
. . , , India has lost a source. of inspiration for. good 

life. He was one of those very few people for · whom 
Gandhi meant not a name to be mouthed on appro­
priate bccasions for some ulterior purposes, but an 
embodiment of certain principles and practices which 
make fbr a full and free life. He was known as a philo­
sopher · of Gandhism, and his right to be so recognised 
was granted more by Gandhiji himself than by any· 
one else. In his brief commendation attached to his 
Essence of Gandhian Thought Gandhiji said that 
Kishorlalbhai had an unusual acquaintance with his 
thought and that his understanding matched his ac­
quaintance. If Rajaji was called the "ConsGience­
Keeper" of Gandhiji, Mashruwala was knO'\yn in the 
Gandhian circles to be ·the repository of Gandhi's 
system of thought. If he did not get the blazing 
publicity which some of his less deserving colleagues 
got, it \-Vas only the result of self-effacement which 
was his second nature. But just as Vinoba's worth 
was known when Gandhi chose him as the first 
"Satyagrahi" in the Individual Satyagraha campaign 
of 1940, so also Mashruwala's worth was established 
when he became the natural successor of Gandpf 
as the editor of H arijan. His crystal-clear style, 
though unadorned and unemotional ( Vinoba com­
pared it to cotton-fruit that has no juice but has the 
virtue of delicate fibres) had a remarkable strength 
born of clarity of thought and force of argument. 
f-Te had the almost di,·ine gift of criticising without 
the least b·ace of malice or hostili ty. His criticisi11S 
of the policies of the Congress Government therefore 

3 



were a model of their kind. They were for him only 
a performance of duty, of which he was really an 
enilmdiment thr~ughout his asthma-affiicted but 
meanirigful 'life. 

EGYPT 

M OHAiYfAD Naguib holds . out new hope for 
Egypt. Very oft~n when a soldier comes to 

power ' he creates more problems than he solves but 
Naguib seems to be a soldier only by profession and 
riot by temperament. 

"I:hat is why when Farouk was forced into exile 
Naguib chose Aly Maher, a wealthy conservative with 
a good record of reform, to run the Government, but 
the Moslem Brotherhood wqich is backing Naguib, and 
other officers who carried out the coup, insisted on his 
taking matters more immediately ·under his con,trol. 

It remains to be seen, as the New Statesman and 
Nation says, whether .he -can carry thrQugh his pro­
gramme without substituting military dictatorship for 
parliamentary .procedure, but he has certainly· set the 
pace. and in six weeks' time he has done an' enormous 
amount to . reduce the terrible contrast between the 
.Palace and the poor, and .to rid the country of corrup­
tion, which were the most glaring political facts in 
Egypt. 

The most important of the reforms which he is 
putting through is the land reform Bill which will 
limit any single holding to about 200 acres, and the 
rest will be sold to landless peasants on the basis of 
30-year annuities. This single measure will do more for 
Egypt economically and socially than almost anything 
else, and if the · General can steer this measure suc­
cessfully through Parliament and the Civil administra­
tion his "dictatorship" will have been justified. 

TROJAN HORSE 

A NEvV Trojan Horse has been brought on the 
field by the Communists. The horse is called 

International Student Relief. The I. S. R. claims to 
be 'wedded to fostering a spirit of self-help among 
students and engaged in rendering financial, material 
·ana medical aid to needy students: Its Secretary­
General Jacques Varges-is currently in India selling 
I. S. R. to credulous Indian students and university 
men and women. 

What is inside the Trojan Horse? 

The T. S. R was sponsored by the Com munist-cont­
rolled International Union of Students, and in fact 
operates from the headquarters of the !.U.S. in Praha. 

4 

What _is mqre . peJ:tiQel!t is that this agency was 
started as a rival to an alr~ady existing body, the 
!World University Sen;-ice. 'tfle W.U.S. was spon­
sored in 1950 jointly by~ several other organisations 
such as the International Student Service; the \-Vorld 
Students Christian Federation, the World .Students 
Jewish Federation and Pax Romana. The ! ~U.S. was 
invited to join this organisation but it refl!s~d to do 
so)?e~~use it .could rw ... t . to~erate any univ~fWY a_gepw 
undertaking any activity other than relief. The other 
activitie~, ·n~mt:~Y. ~ntefn~tional ~duca!iOJ;l ~~p rese~<;h 
on s~?ent problem~, the I. U. ·s. wanted to . .be ~eft 
as its own ciose prese_rve. As ,the organi~ft~ons that 
had met to form the -W.U.S. did not agree _to such 

1 • ' l "'-4 '! 

a restriction of the scope of w. u. s. activities, the 
l'. J 

I. U. · S. not only refused to join ~r yv. V $· . ~1,1t 
immediately sponsored this rival organisapon calling 
it the International S~d~nt Reli~f. · ~e} qi~l,l~s;~s 
having failed to . make. the W. U.S . . su~~er'":i~J?-h}o t?e 
I. U. S. are trying to break it from out~ide. bfr r11n.ning 

' j' . l .1. l \y .. • 

a parallel organisation without any regard. for the 
unnecessary. duplication . in fund-raising a~'d I;eiief-

• • } 1 • ':; ~ r l ~" l 'l , ' 

distribution. The I.S,R,. is .<.mly ,anqthtlr. Ir<;ipt, ~et. '-~P . r J• . > ' 0 • • I ~ J o f· • • . I ,.. I J ~ 0 1 

by the Communist-controlled !.U.S. 

Mr. V arges is reported to have olaimed ; that this 
I. S. R. has branches in nearly all countries including 
the U. S. A. , U. S. S. R. , Britain, Frftnce, , Czecho­
slovakia, India and China. The claim is .. a classic 
Communist presentation of facts. The fact is tl1at 
the I. S. R. exists only in the Iron . Curtain countries 
and in pther countries it is run only by the Communist­
controlled National branches of the I. U. S. In the 
U. S. A. the National Students Associations is not 
associated with the activities of the I. S. R. but 
cooperates with the World Students Service Fund in 
which name theW. U. S. operates there. In England 
again, the British National Union of Students partici­
pates in the W.U.S. and had opposed the setting up 
of a rival body. Incidentally it may be mentioned 
that most national student organisations of countries 
outside the Iron Curtain have now left the I. U. S. 
which remains like its Indian counterpart, the All 
India Students Federation, a Communist student 
organisation. 

As far as India is concerned the W. U. S. National 
Committee with Dr. Zakir Hussain as chairman has 
been in existence since 1947. The Communist 
A. I. S. F. left it in 1950 and the A. I. S. F. alone runs 
the Indian Branch of the I. S. R. The National Union 
of Students of India is not assoc iated with the Indian 
[. S. R The I. S. R. is not a genuine relief organi ­
sation, nor is it strictly international. It is one of the 
'new fronts' opened by the Communists. 



lnter:Qation~~l - C,ong~ess Of Jurists~Betlih 
25th J~ly-31st July 1952 

by 'PURSHOTTAM TRICUMDAS 

T~~-_.: eo~gr_e~s ·was, _corive~~d b~- th~ - : _I~~~s?gatin~ 
Commttte~ · of-Jurists, ''a 'body organ1se'd by West 

German·· L8:wyers' 'tinder : the able · guidance of ·Di:. 
Ftie'd'enau and was' sponsored by the Federal Minister 

··Of justibe ' and br. ·· Reuteti Mayor of ' Be"rlin. · The 
Investigating Gommitt~e ruthlessly exj:)oses' the acts 
'or flagrant' violations of law, interference by the Exe­
cutive in the admini;tration of ju;tice a~d practices 
liki:dorture in ·the People's Democratic Republic (East 
Oennany). · ·J'fhis organization has a larg~ office ·and 

'is ;'rnann~d by 80 full~time workers. Every day a large 
nurhbet"of.East Germans ( abouf 200 to 250) come to 
this ·office with therr tales of woe and their difficulties. 
J;:hat):l)is .organ!zation is effectively exposing the ~ap­
P!'l~ings_ i,n ~~st Germany is evi.dent from the .vi{ulen<;:e 
of t4~ E_~st Qerman Press in denouncing its activitips 
as well as from the fact that Dr. Linse, one of the 
J~wyers a_ctiv~ly ~ssociated with this organisation was 
kidnapped iri broad daylight from the . street as :he 
w~~ - getting ol,it ·pf his house. · Tqe .gangsters raced to 
East . Berlhi with machine~gun fire to aid them:: A 
dozen East ye~mans . have also been sentenced ,to 
terms of imprisonment ranging from life to 3 years 
for "giving information" to thi~ Committee really seek­
ing their aid. 

The Congress was attended by · nearly 150 dele­
gates from 45 countries, Japan being represented by 
the Vice-President of the Supreme Court among 
others and Canada by two judges of the SuJ?reme 
Court and one judge of the High Court Apart' from 
Japan, Siam, India, Pakistan, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Turkey and Egypt were also represented. We also 
had two delegates from South America viz. from 
Brazil and Uruguay. 

CONTROVERSY OVER THE SCOPE 

Even before we had met the East German Stalinist 
press denounced us as "gangsters, howling hyenas, 
American spies" and used such other choice but 
rather stale expressions to describe us. Needless to 
say so far as I · am concerned I was amused. The 
Congress met on the 25th morning and there were 
welcoming speeches by a representative of the 

i.,' I • ' • 1 f., ; .• . ;"); 

Minis~er o~ Justice w:h.~. was unavoi~al?!J:· ~bsept .~!lO 
by_ D~. Fnedenau. Dr. Reuter spoke ~e ,next day. 
THe speeches empha'siied the need t~ · uphold' demo-
• , • r • , , , , _ J _ • ... · • r 

cratic freedom and values in a world 'threatened. by 
tot~iitariani'sm. Before the morning'. session'. en.d~d 
after the election' of' the Chairmen oi' v~rious com:­
~itte'es, I ' raised the question as to the scope of the 
deliberations of the · Congress and of the Committees 
·as I felt that it was going to be testricfed to the' hap­
penings 'in · East' 'Germariy. l pointecJ"•otit that what­
ever our conclusions might be· regarding· ¢e Happen­
ings in East Germany we must in the preamble to 
our report assert that we were unequivocally ·against 
imy violation of the Charter of Human Rights whether 
by way of racial discrimin~tion as in· South· Africll 
or py way of colonial exploitation as among other 
pl~ce$ ip Tunisia· and Algeria and not merely in the 
Irpn Curt!lin Countries. One of the British delegates 
hastened to oppose it. I later on discovered that he 
opposed · every sensible or progressive suggestion. 
A.fter,.a short debate in which the Brazilian delegate 
Sgr. Nabuco supported my suggestion it was decided 
that the matter may be fully discussed later on before 
the presentation of reports of the various Committees. 
I . deem it very short-sighted and unfortunate that 
the Congress ultimately decided to present a factual 
report _of tl).e whpl~sale contravention of the .-Charter 
of llum~ Rigl;:lts in East Germany without Pl!-Ving the 
courage to assert ,that the Congress WaS unequivocally 
opposed to such contraventi9n wherever it might take 
place. This was on the specious ground that we 
could only report after investigating and all my efforts 
to convince the Congress that the assertion of prin­
ciples · needed no investigation failed. 

The Congress then broke up into four Committees 
viz. Public, Penal, Civil, and Economic and Labour. In 
the . Committees .. doc;uments, many of them originals, 
were placed• before ·us to show how· those in power in 
East Germany completely ignored and disregarded the 
law declared by their own Constitution and that the 
Police was above the law. Witnesses, many of them 
refugees, deposed similarly. The documents and testi­
mony left little doubt regru-ding the sorry state of 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Russia and her Colonies 

By Walter Kolarz (George Philip and Son Ltd., Lon~on) 

"'NE of the m~ny myths sed~lously propagatl:)d and 
!~ir~fc~pte'd by ·;;;~;;y oth~~ise disc~rning peO'ple in 
- ~~~ti}.';0~t_ Sovie,t ' Russia h.a~ so~~e·4 the probleip . of 
nationalities; and since India like th'e U.S.S.R. is made 
up ~f ~~-~y nationalities man'y are .anxious to see their 
In'~i~ i~ the ~age of So~iet R~ssia. . . 

Mr. Walter Kolarz, who was born in Czechoslo­
~aid~ which, betweep the wars, w~s inhabited by , six 
n'~p:o;..~Fties1. and_ who .is .therefore. naturally equipped 

-~0 ; see . tp.~ _,tel).sions and urges of the problem, and 
who, besi<;l.es, has earned a wid~ . reputation as a 
writt(r and broad_cast<er on ,the subject, has so tho­
roughly ,exploded this myth in this bo9k that one is 
left. W.9.n~~r~g )10~ pn~ . c~~ld have .been living .so 
lo~g ~~ri . tjle ':world .of, ~u~h a make-belief. 

•· .The;.fact is <that'• the -original · ·inspiration given by 
I:.enirt ·did mean a healthy approach towards the 
nationalities problem. Lenin did think in terms of the 
liberation ' of th{; non-Russian ·subject·· people froin 
the thraldom of Czarist imperialism, and of 'genuine 
development · of the language and culture of the 
various · nationalities. The general degeneration 
which Leninism has suffered at the hands of Stalin 
had ominous consequences in this sphere also, with 
the ·result ·that the various Soviet nationalities in spite 
of their -economic and education·al development, have 
nevei''dxpt:ltienced· the free flowering of :their culture 
ario.htive always found ' the soul of their living choked 
und·er the suffocating hand of Moscow. · 

'B~oadly speaking, the national aspirations of these 
people have gone through three periods of suppres­
sion. Immediately after the Revolution and Civil 
War the Bolsheviks found it genuinely impossible to 
compromise with the "bourgeois nationalism" that ac­
companied the urge of emancipation from the Czarist 
~tfanglehold . · Under Stalin, durihg the black period 
of th<(_ ·purges, Stali~'s politicaL opponents from these 
lands, ;who, thought in terms of some kind of national 
Communism were charged with Fascism and Trot­
skyism and appropriately liquidated. It should be 
noted that during this period almost every top-ranking 
Communist leader from almost all the republics was 
declared to be a spy or h·aitor or worse! After the 
Second World War a fresh wave of suppression 
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started agaips! the innate national aspirati_ons . ':'£ 
tl}ese peoples \md ~yen. · ·~oday. Mosc;ow ·is ' report~d 

' to oe purging the JOe~ leaders. of the Communist 
parties in Uzb~kistlYl, Azerbaidjan and Kazakhstan. 
This is· nothing but the result of the new philosophy 
of Russian chauvinism, of which the Georgian Stalin 
has .emerged as the most . blatant champion. On May 
24, 1945, while addressing the Red Army commanders 
. at· a ,, g:reat viQtQrY · ¢e')ebratjon Stalin . de,:r;no».st(afi.v~ly 
to.asted ' !pe ~\l~sian · people . whom .he. ; Q~SGril;>ed -·as 
"~e most Ol,lt~tap.ding. people pf t}le, u.s.~·ll·"tJ Lenin 
always knew the re~ · chauvinistic nature ;;{lf_ Stalin. 
He alw~ys :Warne~(~at "tpe ,Great. Ru~sia;n ~c:h~uvinist 
.dwells . in many of us". and called Stalin ~:,t;r'!!S'l Russian 
derzhimorda" ( & c4ar;acter of the brut~, . stupid 
policeman from Gogol's R~;visor ) . He wa_s .ef course 
conscious of tr~ fa_ct •. ~pat Stalin was· a . P.<?!l.,;RJ.J~S~¥1, 
but, he said, "a Rv.ssified ·;non-Russian - al~ay~ ,.sl}.oots 
beyond th~ ~ark in his -tr~e-Russian ntP9~;· .. ,Tl}.e. 
nationalities of the Soviet Union have beea;suffering 
froi.n the Russification of the non-Russian .<;licf;:ttor. ', 

· There is no denying' the fad that Soviet' RJss~a Has 
carri~d . out extensi\re developmental Pl::~Je8k:iri:' ~e.l: 
colonies. These projects have certainly b}ofi.gHt mate­
rial .benefits to the people. But they no mo~e rep­
resent the fulfilment of their national aspirations than 
did the Czarist Trans-Siberia~ Railway for mstance. 
Th~y do not necessarily mean development as 
desired by the local people. The peoples of 
Azerbaidjan and Uzbekistan, for example, are 
opposed to the cotton policy of Moscow which has 
confined their lands to cotton, to the detriment of 
the growth of cereals. The Soviet policy is not to 
allow the many-sided economic development of the 
various republics, but to assign' to them a specialised 
roie j.n the context of an all-Uniop. policy. This 
dominating centralism of Soviet economic p9licie~ is 
reflected in the Soviet budgets where the expenditure 
for national economy is covered by the central bud­
get to the extent of 86.3%, whereas only 6.3% and 
7.4% is derived from the republican and local budgets 
respectively. 

The political centralism of the administration and 
of the party organisation has further curbed the as­
pirations and inspirations of the different nationali­
ties. This centralism has, in fact vitiated a situation 
which was basically unfortunate because of the geo­
graphical distribution of Hussians and Ukrainians 
almos t throughout the territory of the U.S.S .R. and the 
numerical disproportion between the Russ ians and 
the non-Russians, which naturally ensures the Russian 



domination; , The ' rapi.dly' -developing industtialisa­
'tion .which . deinands•.the' services 'Of·Russians ·has on1y 
''served·. to accenhiat~· thiS-rdisproportion.' · 

Mr:lW alter: Kolarz ·hasiillustrated all:these develop­
Iiil:lntsJ witlr such a wealth of facts that one wishes 
that he had space and time to work out the extent 
of the economic exploitation which ,f4e ·:whole - ptcaces_~; 
ur~:doubtedly means .for ili,~ non-Russian pe()plf:1. As 
-It';is; i:he"Book iit 'J?fbf8litiei1:Y reve:ilin~f 'T4e ·· really 
remarkable thing about this book is that the facts 
H~V!f)?J~~ ffl11J.!?~t !i~9lmiv~}y t;t.ken f1;9~1rSoviet puby­
cations. · As the author . says, "with significant excep-
~;;1T '·•.:t·J' "l;;v\, l~•t ;:.~.,, ,JJ.;! ,-;_.. • ' • . • , 

·tions·, I have refrained from lJ.Sing any other materi~. ' 
Th~' ~(/ilign,flcif;: ;6{'t1~ \l~t~ed 'd~c~mentation, .th~re~ 
·(~r,•tr·,.. .. ?r • ~ -~.l) •• •. .· -~ . -. . .. . . lore, __ cal!~o.t ·oe_q';wstioneq. ·POLEMICUS 

'::.:,·:~(: ~:t ~:·· lj,• . :''; :I 'l. 

''!i~i-lr~Ue,.Ja.~~ ,Qea~h .' rf Stalin 
, r: ny' !1. Louis ; ;'Ffsched!( Harper & Brothers; New York, 

;n. J~~,·r£1?· .. ~s .. pph,:~ _;. · , . . · 
D URINGO'rie; df his 'wartime visits to Moscow, Hairy 
•1 , 1 ~:~9l?.P!!S,,,has;L~e,;u!\p~~as;:t.nt- task , of informing 
~K~iq, .tb,~t,J!J.f1 , disp,atch of,Lend~Lease weapons from 
t4.<:: •. V [\iteq· ~States wowd . be delayed · somewhat on 
li\~_~m~at,p,£ ~l:fiJ.<~s~i ' · 
,,; Stali~-ilif~e,d ,his _ey~brows. · "Strikes?!~ He. asked, 
'tp~:m~<~ 1#,9Jh ,~av:e ;polip~t ! , 
. · Tws :is . o~e of the innuU}erable revealing anecdotes 
~H~i.~s·th~pd , oqser~~tio~s ih :Louis Fischer's The Life 
and Death of Stalin. that makes this book one of the 
most informative ' and the. most readable -studies of . ' . ·· .. .. ( ~ . ., 

the Soviet Union published in recent years. It is 
qriJltp,lt.~d ~91id .at U!e ~(;l.me time and can be expec­
t~<;! .to , hqJd ,the undivid~d attention ·even of readers 
wqo. l!.~l!.it!ly ,give political bo?ks a wide .berth . . 

. Tp,.bpqow qn!'l of Churchill's. famous phrases, Rus­
sia is a: riddle. jnside a mystery, . wrapped in an 
eqigma .. , The riddle is the personality of Stalin, the 
cobbler's son from Georgia, who became the ruler 
over a nation , of more than 200,000,000 people. The 
mystery is the forces at work inside the Soviet Union, 
including the' Soviet people. ' The enigma is the ulti­
mate plans of the Soviet rulers. Mr. Fischer, who 
spent rhany yel'\rs ·as ~orresporident in Russia and 
enjoyed ' the"co~deric_e 'of several high-ranking Soviet 
officials, comes as qlose to solving the three-layer puz­
zle as seeri1s i>os~iBle fot anyone wHo is not a' member 
of the Politburo and who has not the run of the 
Soviet State archives. 

Without the use of six-syllable words from the 
more advanced psychology textbooks, the author 
sketches a plausible and convincing picture of Stalin's 
character. Here are a few examples : "Stalin craves 

the freedom to zigzag." · ·"He rejects ;qu~oticf ni~tllo:ds. 
'Rather ' than tilt at Win'diilllls with 'fiCJ6rii(liincerine 
would put . sarid in ilie' mechani~m~ ami; as . oppbf­

: tur:iities· occlir, take the · windmill ap-drt piece 'b9 i?Wce 
... Stalin's guiding rule is piec~ineal." 1 St:illii is 4ielapo­
theosis of a system in which· the systetfi hiattets' tnost 
and man least ... He i§,< ll: : ~echanic , ffibPPl~t!c$·., ;, his 
.c;:tstle in the ajr is , th~ biggest pol~ljqal ~)2o~Kr};lou~f~, 
"S~a}in ~espises well-edu.catt:d, .. cont~,m.P9.~v~ ·;1 . ~~~1,\t­
searching, idealistic men ~d wom~n ... ,TP.srt: ~!it nq:m:l 
of. tp~II?- op _the first ~n9 second leadej~~n)e;y~l :; 1•i· 

Stalin :W:a.nts .doers not thi¥ers:" _· .. i%£;;, 1 ~. . ;!; r:i 
(}.s these .few .quotations spow, :Nh: .. E~~Hh~,r ~pcc~ss.­

fully establishes, the close co.nnection)~~N'~~n Stl!LiJ;l:t> 
persqnality, preferences, and prej~WP!1~1 , fl,n4 -· t;lw 
character of his methods as w~Jl~~.S;0o{rhis f. polj.cy. 
,What starts ~s a biography . thus . giJaffi!~ly, ~;P.~.q.~ 
into a comprehensive . a~d . illuf!~ip:f~~g ,i ran.~y~~ 
of the entire history of the Sovi!'lf fPpioP,iF#om 
1917. until today. All the major ; eve11:t~, .fr,o~ , .the 
fel!.d with Trotsky to the Yalta conferenc~, a~;!:l .:c;<?,W..: 
peten~y de.~t with, . and, Stalin's cl~iV\!lti9n ' frow 
Marxism is brought out as clearly as . t;\le 'rise. of. ti,l,e 
managerial class, the fostering o£ naqqnalism;·. ~nd 
the still unbroken peasant opposition. , :·,, , · ··l.f;,r;~ 

The (;l.utho,r's interesting speculati9ns _about S~al,¥s 
succession. ~ave been given a finp.. bas~ .in r the,(!fi_ost 
recent convocatiqn of a Soviet Communist Party; ;c.on• 
gress for next October. If this congress, a~ _, seeD,Is 
very likely, will prepare for a . smooth trflnsition ,qf 
power from Stalin to his successor, it will bear out Mr . 
Fischer's contention that Stalin "wants the battle for 
his succession to take place now . . '. while he ca:ti 
dih~ct it . : ~ and prevent it from wrecking . or tlisnipt~' 
irig ,the Sov1etsystem." . . ' '. ·"':< 

In view of the au.thor's astute forecast it is encourag· 
ing to see him coclldent that the success· 'or, failur{l o~ 
Stalin's life work will not depend on .his heirs, out 
that "history's verdict" on Stalin will be written by 
non-Stalinists. ERNEST, S. PIS:KO 

in the CHRISTIAN SciENCE MoNITOR. 

Socialism: A New Statement of Princ'lples ·· 
(Presented by Socialist Union, Lincolns-Prager, Ltd., 
London, Ssh.) . · 

THIS examination of the principles of Socialism has 
come from a group of earnest inquirers who are 

all members of the Br~tish Labour Party and form a 
representative cross section of it. In their book of 64. 
pages they have looked beyond a rechartering of pro­
gramme or approaches or alignments and ventured to 
see into the origins of human action and aspiration. It 
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·~ay b~ ~~ed,.why, ~~' pr~senthe§.iJ~ti~n .. a~g seru;ch 
. "'h~p. eyen ~O)V ~qu4 :X0~C~~ · !l~S~ !h~ »'Qr.d ·;tp~t- }iS 

Marx and th~ · :"god:' ~~:at is SJaJin• Pid nJ:>.t··.Mar.xjsm 
on~ ~~ve. v~~~cy1fop;ill ~RcjaJ!~js? · .(\.re .tl)e il;lernl:>ers 
of tJle ~Socj_alj~t ·U~ioP.Jh~n ;IQ.flhl!lg ~ p~thetip, ~ttempt 

_t~ spake, ol~ IW~9. ~arxl qff, ;t}l{{ir ;~hq4lders? in ,;, 

... 'rius i tJi(>uglftful 'aria -~i~rl.lfjc'aryt rtreati.se :. is::n.dt just 
an · excitrsion '· ihtd ' ·th~oi:yF ' It)s ari assy:i-tidn of 
·human values that call' Jaioni!l He· ·the l:>ifsis of a ' go&d 
·and just society. It is· boii{: &urof arl : e~~~rience that 
-is gathering insistence for Sodalists ·in· eveiy :couiitry. 
In the agonising sequence. oFevents fn . Rusiia they 
have seen the . mobkery of their- hOpes 'ariC;l . of their 
.faith. They have seen· their belief in collectivism w'ith 
its concomitants of "economic determinism"' and the . 
"'ineVitability of progress" shattered· into debris by the 
tragedy of the two world wars and the threat of · a 
third: This experience within the Labour Piuty when 
in 'office had shown that natiomilisatiort . lacked' the 
eompleteness of Socialist implementation, while~ the 
eoncentratiori of political and ec<inomJc power, ·i~ 'the 
same hands became a serious tfueat to · fh~edom. So 
they,'posed the question; "what sb.rt of'society, 'em­
bodymg ' whitt· valUes do we ~ · so'cialists hope' to 
build?" And their answer · is ·in .their' emphasis on 
ethical values. F9r, ideals depend o!l theU: fulfilrhent 
not orlly upon changes in the social structUre but also 
in changes in human attitudes and relations. And-so 
they have defined the syllogism of these personal ele­
ments in the basic ideals of Socialism. 

Socialism equates the continuous striving for equa­
lity of opportunity for every individual to le~d a full 
apd free life. Thi~ unfolding ; of p~rsonality can pply 
be achieved if people live in freed91P .. anl;l fello~ship. 
But these ideals . cannot be reafued ·rinl~~s there · iS ~ 
~hange in the class structur~ of ~ociety ~hlch. can be 
brought about by Socialist action. That aqtion de~ 
mands the "responsible participation" of .every indi­
vidual in the carrying out of a Socialist programme 
which will transform society while respecting the 
dignity of the individual. This is the main thesis of 
the book. 

• , The book indicates in its last section "The Way 
Forward" how these principles can be directed to s'olve 
immediate problems. And the courage,, with ,whi,ch 
they have been applied is evident in their refusal to 
take a pacifist or neutralist line when there has loomed 
once again the possibility that democratic society may 
be destroyed by totalitarianism. This is only the first 
of the publications of the Socialist Union. We shall 
look forward to their future work where we hope they 
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wJil .discqss in ful).er details pr,oblems like decentrali­
\~poq, freedom ' movements in i colonial countries and 
economic aid ' to backward ·countries, .• on each of 
w.hich they have indicated their stand in this book. 
- K. K~~MENON. 

In-Place of Fear 

IN this brilliant book- Mr. · B~van has. attack~d the 
.. bid ·enemy of ail Socialists .tH~' '-Yorld , o~erl ·viz: the 
Laissez ~atre eboriomy, witli' 'ah ·9nginiilitf 6t thought 
·and 'style that is ttuiy a:rtesfing. Much of hi~''ci:iticism 
of the capitalist economy and niany· of his'· ai-guments 
for public ownership are old, but the way he ,proves 
that capitalism is unscientific · beca~se it is. hdpredic­
table and devoid of .. mo~:al ' values because! it~ is in­
consistent with a priority of social- ~i'ins ·ffir6-Ws an 
amount of fr~sh light O!l the old p~oblem . .- .. ·. 

. But -the main weakness of Bevan's book -is ·that he 
is: linable ··to · <;Ievelop som~' of the aspedtS ;<?f ,: the 
problem , which he undoubtedly see·s. · He< ls ' dware 
of the fact, for instance, that there is ~- niu<:h'diifiger 
of • ~ .rigid bureaucracy in public ownership; .. as" in 
private ownership, he also knows that remoteness of 
control is the · result of bigness imd not of any parti­
cular kind of' ownership; he equally realises :that the 
ballot-box democracy is formal and that the worker 
must be enfranchised not only at the ballot-box, but 
also at the workshop. · But, when it c6mes to the 
problems of his own country, he fails to develop the 
valuable suggestions which he has obviously picked 
up from the Yugoslav experiment and only pleads for 
staying the demon of private ownership. No wond~r, 
if Milovan Djilas, ·the ·· Yugosiav th~retician, was 
unable to appreciate his excessive preoccupation with 
nationalisation! 

Mr. Bevan quite obviously hates the dictatorial 
s~uc;ture and philosophy of Soviet Russia, but is 
unable to see its consequences in the field of foreign 
policy, where he betrays a strangely naive faith in 
the Soviet intentions. F~r instance, he proposes that 
S~viet Russia should be invited to join in ·an inter-

• • 1 ' l I j .I' ot ~ J C -

n~tiona} prQgraw01e 'of economic d~yelopment of the 
backward countries. He seems to believe that Russia 
is even remotely interested in helping a country or a 
region that does not accept her hegemony. This 
naive attitude towards Russia has naturally made his 
appreciation of the 'cold war' extremely defective. 

P.A.P. 
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~ r .. '.~ i . . •. , 

Dear~ Sirs, . . · ' :. ; 
•1 . ~ ' . "<':,• , ' ; ! i : 

_ M~yl l '~ be pex:niitted to congratqlate you on , the 
publication~ 'in' -rour . ~eptember iss~te, . of the :very 
significant article by Jayaprakash Narayan on "Incen­
tjvesJpr 199.o,cmess.; No one can read that "confession 
.qf,:!fi}i~';., ~Wmqt , he4lg profoundly moved. It may 
m~Jl :rom;}(; .;t f~t,ag~ in the :sodal and cultural evolution 
pf;Jtew( JJ;J.dja;.j, .. · 
.Hfliis> itre&tly ,respect'ed Indian leader whose record 
oLde~.ption tb'· the '~cbU.ritry and the people gives . him 
a"position . of -exceptional importance, here -states un­
equivocally that individual and social good cannot be 
~~cnqf~~ 8!.. .Pf:?Pl9.t~d,_ , ()P _t~e - b~.i~ of, ~ _mat~rialist ereea. Here IS a return ;toJhe spmtual foundations of 
!ridi~rl ctilfui:~: ' · ' ' · · · ' · 

1.'d :..l'd' ,, . ! ' . 

:A~YI!nral<a5h .Narayan declares . that the materialist 
-PQ§M~t¢s;, 1Q~'hw.hich the ·latest school of "Humanism" 
. b~¢.§ ~ts, ,do.cJrine of .progress, cannot give an. incentive 
t9. lr.h~q good. c ~n other words . :his . revolt against 
milf¢ri~Sm is. on ·moral ·grounds. ·Matter is neces­
~{ir~yh~'!-!Pject . to. determinism. It is incapable of 
:t:e..f!ec.tion; : tha:t ',is,, of : "entering . into itself." It is on 
th~ . spirj,tuaJ aqtivity of .man, his freedom, his capacity 
fo~ ! ab$.tract . thought;. that philosophy has based some 
of the strongest arguments• for the existence of spirit 
as . the ultimate reality. Some qf us earnestly hope 
that 'Jayaprakash 'N~irayan's unsatisfied quest of philo­
sb.P,~ri·.·~.ay · t~a:ch ' ~fs $oal along . these lines. The 
formri a :R;now' Thyself still remains one of the most 
fruitful sources' of philosophical i,nquiry. 

Yours truly, 
. J. D'Souza, S.J. , 

Director, Indian Institute of Social Order, Poona. 

., 
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Marxor Engels which adorn their promulgati011. But 
study of such texts will not help the historian, r:.or is 
there any real defence in an umbrella of quotations, for 
iQ any vast and historically evolved sacred scripture 
you can find quotations for any side of anything. To 
quote yesterday's Stalin may today be "talmudism and 
scholasticism". The historian must divine the dictator's 
corriihg pronouncement, for his latest word is always 
tl;le last word in history though Marx, Engels, Lenin 
and yesterday's Stalin all be uruted against it. A sudden 
reversal in Stalin's relations with Germany or England 
or America is pushed backward retroactively so that the 
present enemy is absolute evil, and though yesterday 
an ally, must always have been an enemy. All books, 
articles and documents that testify to the contrary must 
be consigned to the Orwellian "memory hole" to be 
consumed in flames, or must be "rectified" and brought 
upto date, without any mention of the fact that there 
was ever an earlier version. 

. Not .only,. changes •·ii.J , relations~ips: : ·'Striltegy''arlu 
tactics; but even- changes in the·DictatOYs awarene~~ {if 
the. natu~e of his. own re'gime! or h~s -s~hJ1ctlveJ~ef1tifi­
cahon with. some deed. of a·:~gure of _the past, say an 
Ivan IV or a Matshal-•KufuzoV, clin require a complete 
retroactive revision oftthe .figure 'th:us ·,honored:. Such 
re-evaluations cannot be deducted by the historian froilJ 
a ' study Of sources; but : orily 'by sellsfrig in cqttl:t'ier 
fashion the reactions of 'the Dictator! whose attitUde 
toward history has been summed up liyl ~rwell ·in 'the 
formula: "Who controls the present, corlfrdls the· past": 

, IV . . 
Stalin ,~rst entered his~oriqgraphy. tN;~l,J;gh .~~he field 

of perso.nal and party h1story. In Ja9p.~y, l924~ . one 
:-v-eek after the deatll. _of Lenin, he cho~e. ~~pcp~siop ,o£ 
a M.~m?~al Addr~ss , to pr~date by s?~&four ye.:l!S the 
begmnmg of their personal acquall1tan.ce. ($ee the 
writer's Three w~ Nqde .a ReV:olutiQp~,.PP·~-7,Jo~· 
th~·evidence) : At the time itmigh,t,hays.~f1~m~d JUtl~)y 
a faintly ghol;llish example of,t}ie p.atur~Jj~rman inqli~a­
tion to reshape the past'near.er to th(( . h!'lw;_t~ d~~i!e: . -~.~t 
when one·remembers that Lenin had just, calle.dfor the 
removal of Stalin as General Secretary, raii_~ wh~;,. op.~ 
contemplates the subsequent struggle~ that cap-ied 
Stalin from '1oyal disciple" to "best di~dple" ~nd th~IJ. 
"only loyal disciple," and on to "faithful companion-in­
arms" ( soratnik) and "wise guide and coun~elloe' 'ancl 
more than equal partner, one cannot but be stru-ck _by 
the meticolous attention to detail and long-range i?lim; 
ning implied in this first little retouching' of histdry. · 

A Napoleon, a Trotsky, a Thucydides, a Xenophon 
or a -Josephus may wait to turn his eh~fgies into tP,e 
writing of history until defeat has deprived him of the 
opportunity of making it. But Stalin engaged in writing 
history as one of the means by which he climbed to 
power. That explains the ruthless political utilitarian­
ism, the pugnacious factionalism or parliinost, which 
he has impressed upon it. That is why first "rotten 
liberalism" and then "objectivism" were to become the 
gravest of historiographical crimes. History was one o~ 
the "weapons" with which he fought his way to' power, 
and he enlarged the scope of his revisions with every 
increase in the actual power at his commimd. · '· · 

There was much to revise. First there was that per­
sonal · symbol of the Revolution and the Regime: the 
duality-unity: Lenin-Trotsky. Mountains of books, 
newspapers, pamphlets, decrees, documents, had to be 
consigned to the "memory hole", mashed to pulp, or 
brought out in "corrected" editions, in order to substi­
tute for Lenin-Trotsky a new duality-unity: Lenin­
Stalin. 

Then there were the other close associates of Lenin, 
glorified as "Old Bolshevism" in the struggle with Trot­
sky, and then themselves destroyed. To obscure all 
traces of their actual deeds and substitute nameless and 
monstrous evils that would justify their murder, is 
another task that Stalinist historiography has never 
ceased to concern itself with . 

With notable impartiality Stalin has barred foreign 
and domestic accounts, pre-Stalinist Bolshevik histories, 



Sta)ini~t hi~tprie.M¥:rj~tt:p,.to prder h¥_,Knbrin, lP.opovl'cind 
Yaro~.la vsky, th~; .fQotQ.ote.s ~ !f!o~· tJ.le. ,.Secorrd :ano -Third 
~ditiR~s of, ~nil)' s .• Wmls:s,· rthe -Great ' ~Encyclopedia, 
and.all tP~ tell~tale pas~ag~~ in the;letters,.wi:itings and 
sp~~.che~ of Lel,ljn and of StaH:n•liimself ; IThere is' a mass 
.o~ . pe~in-Tlio~ky. CQrr~espphdenc'e.:·at -~Harvardr that• cai1 
1)1'iVer1 h.e publjSb~d iil!the S6viet U fii0n.:. There is l:;enin~ s 
T.e~q??lent. :fypjcal of Stalin;s.tself-censorship' is1 his 
OJI1i~,siop froin h,is ,.(Jpllected Works.,o£ his·tti:ibute to 
Trotsky, ,published in Pravda. ofr NGv:; 6p :t91S, · on·.thc 
oc~as!on · of the first anniversary · of , the<' Bolshevik 
Revolution. . 

For the ,foreign observer, the .most impor;tant docu­
ment . th·~t' S~~lin' 4a~. '?mitted, fro~. ¢~ c,or~~~po.1,1~i~g 
volume of ·his Works 1s a letter he ; wrote. to Lenm m 
1920; criticizm'g the latter's Th~ses dn the Na#onal and 
Co.lenia_l Quesfiqn_ bec:aus.e they· faile!f tQ pr:o_vide an 
inteim_ediate or· transitional foz:m ·for tpe annexation of 
new Soviet States, Hke a "Soviet Germany, ·aupgary, 
P6l;md,' Ruma~1ia," 'wh}ch have pevei for~~~ pa~;t of the 
olo•Tsarisf Empire and therefore may objeqt to irrime~ 
<liate incorporation in the Soviet Uniori. Tliis early 
foreshfu;lo\ving · 6f the f!lture "Peoplc;:'s Democracies'' 
can be foimd; however, as a footnote to Lenin's Thdes 
iii the Secon.d arid Third Russian E'ditions .of His Works; 
VoL XXV, P:624. ' . 

: 'fhe ~iter \~as in Moscow during the first s'ix months 
of,1929 when on central command every periodical and 
paper in ~he Soviet Union broke .out .with a -picture of 
Stalin on the front page. This was the beginning of the 
Stalin cult. · 

At first it seemed to me wholly "rational". Having 
just eliniinated Bukharin, the last of the close comrades 
of Lenin, Stalin had now to become "Old Bolshevism". 

But a number of circumstances have since caused me to conclude that there is an irrational element also. First 
there was the fury of the purges, with the arrest, execu­
tion, or reduction to unskilled slave labour of millions: 
the neutral, the indifferent, the innocent, the loyal, 
ipcluding ,.,entire technical, bureaucratic and military 
layers desperately needed for the enhancement of the 
very power of the State. It may be urged that such 
random terror was "needed" on the principle : "If you 
want to make your enemies afraid, begin by cutting off 
the heads of your friends". And that total State power 
.in a populous State can spend a few million lives on the 
process of completely atomizing society so that every 
particularized atom depends absolutely on the State and 
no man can depend upon any other. Still it is hard to 
believe that so many millions were required, or that the 
~tate' had so greatly to weaken itself technically in the 
process. 

Second there is the insatiable and unappeasable 
~ppetite of the dictator for the enlargement of the . 
mcense, the trembling obedience, the worship, to the 
point where he is now the "Coryphaeus" of all the arts 
and sciences (history of course being one ) , and is 
increasingly being endowed with the attributes of a 
living god. 

Third, there was an unexpected discovery while going 
through pagt"S of Zhi~n natsionalnostei ( Life of the 
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Nationalities- Stalift.s• persoria.bot'gar .F. ,~hen: M ~w~s 
Commissar of Nationalities) that Stalin had retroactive­
ly inserted two minor "prophecies" into one of1his. arti­
cles when he included it in his Collected Works. And 
IIfOre startling, still, th~!J discoverY, of. an it~m. h~,aped, 
"9R,E~::('INGS TO COMJlADE STA~IN", :w,~tp _:the 
foll?~ing ( s~ightly abbreviated) text: · · 

~'The Conference of National Sections _-. : . ~tiil4s you 
,.its, greetings and declares its co·nviction th,aH>y:fdl­
, lowing' flrrrily . along' · the path pointed out-Lby !Yqu 
for the solution of the national question . : ~ we "Will 
9reate . througl~put , the , woi;Jd .. a united, · .. l;>rothei:ly 
C9m.ffii-1DiS

1
t f~iJ>:, 'Yh~9l~ W,e. WUl teach to app~;ecite 

tliose g.re~t mepts .. Wl!ICh belong to you) ... the 
leaq~r of tl_le oppresseq peoph:~s"; . . i _;c_-tr 't .• ' 

Her~ -i~ the p((g~fling d~ ;th~t potok privetsip,it {1M~bci 
of greetihgs')"wh'iddias fillell tHe' <!olu'mri~ 'o_f all· tHJ 
Soviet papers and journals for these ma#y' Year~1•1 ' 'Btit 
the. date. was December<M, -1920 I :Lenin w~sffil'~hve 
and.m leadership, and,. by general consent; it -~lt§iueniii 
who had pointed out the solution of the natibtial qties 
tion and who was .the leader of ·the oppressed; peoples 
of the world. Stalin ·was still outranked by fi~tNir six 
of Lenin's associates and had neither expropnltted their 
deeds oor executed them.: Tlius the cravin~ f<W6l1tt~iy 
and .the need rthat. "the .world -appreciate· !hi5ir grefit 
merits:', preceded by almost a decade the '!ratibnar: 
motivation of the Stalin cult ·! · •r · •, , 

IJ.1 )Q31 Stalin is~ued his first public directiv'~ on the 
spjrit 'of the new historiography, in the form ofan angry 
open letter to the editors of Proletarskaya Revoly_u_tsia 
charging them with "rotten liberalisrn", for · havmg 
printed a "discussion article" on the problem of why 
Lenin had continued to admire Kautsky and the Ortho­
dox-Marxist majority of the Gem1an Social Democracy 
until lie was shocked by their stand on the war of 1914. 

Bolshevik published Stalin's open letter with its own 
appropriate editorial gloss, headed: "Give the Study of 
the History of our Party a Scientific Bolshevik Footing!" 
All the earlier histories, from Shlyapnikov's to Yaroslav­
sky's and Popov's were attacked. "There must be a 
thorough housecleaning in all book, text-book and 
journalistic literature dealing with the history of the 
Party ... The ruthless struggle against every manifesta· 
tion of rotten liberalism must be intensified ... The: 
significance of Stalin's letter far transcends the gate­
posts of history ... " (No. 22,- 1931). 

The Dictator next h1rned his attentibn to a close 
supervision of a new History of the Civil War which 
was to eliminate all trace of Trotsky . .. except as a 
secret agent of the other side. Then he began to dictate 
all the details of the now renowned History of the Com­
munist Party : Sh01't Course. On January 20, 1946 
Pravda reported that Stalin was himself the author of 
this strange work of historical falsification, endless self­
quotation and self-glorification, and that it would 
appear as Volume XV of his Collected \Vorks. 

But even Stalin's mighty name has not protected the 
Short Co11rse from the ravages of reh·oactive obsoles­
cl'nce. Thns thC' fir~ t l'di tion su hstitu tC'd for a number 



. , , . 'The deep 
•Moans round ~vith iitany voices. Come, my friends, 
'Tis not too late to seek a t'lewer world.' 

' ' 

-: Rt.issia{s ~·laH::st·i popul::tr ' song 'is call~d "The great 
Stalin ·is leading us to Coinmuriis~~, 
;-:;{t ·wais·,pUiyetl; by ·:Moscow'· Radio yesterday after 

reports on the forthcoming Communist Party Congress 
and Jt:he lnew~fi{ie-yead,rlin . .. ; · · · · 

Both these ,-·alcd:it'ding to Pravda, aim' at , developing 
the' Sovief Sbdalist~ocrCty into a Corhmun'ist one. 

·.-r b·1 ~·:·.> • ·:··:..:...;H1ndustan·· Tin1.es, Augt1st 22, Hi52. 
:.;.{' :·,-")~ ;~ ,.( ! 'f[)"f ; · · 'l 

"All talk about controlling1 otir ' birth~iate · is utter 
11q!lsehse,': \Mt . . V. K. Krishna Menon said. 

-.-·--- -· - · - Hindustan Times August 22 1952. 
t (. , .<~ • )I\ l~t •

1 
\ • , • I • ; 1 ' ! ' J ( I • , ) 

,~The :fotrriei' Kaiser 'Friedrich ·Museum in ·East· Berlin 
··~ad;·.nicently • ('March ):i offered: an· exhibiti0n ·df • paint­
ing$ called "Artists Produce for •Peace:"·: THe 1art 

?ictator ?f. fh~~ ~~.Y\~~: ~9~e gr~~~~~~.;~sp~~ifll!Y a pai.~1t­
mg beanng the ptle Workers m an Iron Foundry. 

., A · letter t6 N'etie' "leittmg; )'Fi:~rikfurt; · rev.e~ls that 
th·~hame paiiitin'g ~~s . shbwri ih ' 194l ih ·a! M~uii~h 
Exhibitiori '! batrbnisea·· 'b

1y I!itler . ~nd. - C:~lle.d. "Artists 
PlWau.ct:dor waE'i I · 

1 
• ··: • ; •• : ' 

(r'r · .· ;~ '·: · __ ·i~i!Jriited· Nati6ns World March' 1952. 
• ~ -, ~. ( . ~ t • -. . • ' - ; -' ; 11 l . . . ~ . ' . 

In the April issue ' of United Nations World our 
editors pt~dicted that the Kremlin would try to inflii­
ebce·i thE! 1Afuedcan 1 el~Ctions' by 'playing· oh the anti­
ci:>mmtmis't'-feelirigs of 'tHe Aniefica~1 .Peopl~, and that 
Stalin's ·aim wottfd be· to ·see the isolatior:il.sts victorious. 

of '{mp~rsons , 'the 'n~w chief purger, Yezhov, as having 
"prepared an uprising of the soldiers on the westew 
Front in Byelorussia". (English edition, p.206 ). It 
soon developed that Yezhov was only sixteen at the 
time, and moreover, that the chief purger must himself 
be ptuged. Stalin's Short Course keeps appearing in 
revised editions as the greatest, dullest and most men­
dacious best seller .in the history of literature. But he 
hims~lf has streamlined .the Great October Revolution 
further and further -until the latest version to appear iu 
the Chronology, in the back of the corresponding 
volume of his own Collected Works, actually reads: 

"Oct. 24 ( Nov. 6, New Style)-Lenin arrives at 
Smolny in the evening. Stalin briefs him on the 
course of political events. 
Oct. 24-2.5-Lenin and Stalin lead the Octo her lip ­

rising". 
vVhether it be wholly "rational" in terms of the 

-Tennyson. ' 

Almost sooner than we expected, the prediction came 
true, for Pwvda in reporting for the first · time iri 
detail about our primaries insisted that Eisenhower'~ 
candidacy was in fact a , Democratic ruse and . that 
once elected, the general would declare himself open­
ly as a Truman Democrat. 
-F;o~n- ,;L~tt~~- fro~ the Publisher"'"'·~-. ... ~ ··• .,.,..~ ·· 

-United Nations Wodd; ~ly .l.~52. 

.1 -· ' . 
The first Universal Convention to safegtf~~d '' a1;d 

extend authors rights in countries to the wJitJof~the 
Iron Curtain has been signed at Geneva by \35 nations 
on . '8th · September~ 1952.' India is 'bhe of · the 
sigi1~t6ries .. " ,· · 

-Times of India, Septemhet 9;' i952. 

General Dwight Eisei1hower, Republican · 'nbmin'ee 
for the United States presidency said tha:t 1lf elected 
he would appoint a Negro to his cabinet, if a Negro 
were the right man for the job. 

-Bharat ]yoU, September 7~ 1952. _ 

M1:. H enry Wallace admitted frankly on 7th 
September, 1952, "I was wrong" about the Russian 
Communists. The former Vice-President said that he 
was now convinced that the Soviet Union wants the 
cold war to continue-and will risk a hot war to see 
that it does. 

-Times of India, September 8, 1952. 

rationale of the total State and the absolute ruler, or 
·whether there be also an irrational element, it should 
be clear that we are dealing with the most striking 
example in all history of a man who has succeeded in 
inventing himself. It takes total organization and total 
power, not propaganda skill but the union of pen and 
sword in a single hand to do so complete a job. Once 
the total State has concentrated in its control not only 
all the means of production of material but no less of 
spiritual goods, all the modes of expression, communi-· 
cation, criticism, thought, feeling, all cheers, and boos, 
all love and hate, all paper, ink, type, loudspeakers , 
microphones, cameras, cinemas, montage and cutting 
rooms, theatres , halls, schools, churches, streetcorners, 
all books, magazines, newspapers , leaflets, caricatures, 
pulpits. chairs, lecter11 s, meeting halls, all import and 
export of and traffic in ideas, it becomes possible to 
reshape the public past nearer to the heart's desire. 

11 
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60,000 

600,000 

100,000 

as Prime Minister 
· , · a~ G~n~ral S~ci;etary of the Russian Com-

munist J.>artr, . , 
. fro!P royaJties . on books published in his 
_, ~1ame ·· .: . 
as expenses for :,3_ villas . and .4 : Jl)Otor ;cars 
pl~ced at hi,s . dispo~;Ll by the. Stat~ ; ' , · 

In addition, he is g~ven -'buying . ticket:1(: ,which· 
enable him t;o get all goods at . $0 per cent below 
price-altogether abouLl million roubles a ye~r, one. 
roubl,e equ;llling ,l\s. 1-3-0. . , .Ht:1 :U ' 

M . . P. r: Acharya 

(PURSHOTTAM TRICUMDAS-Cont'd from page 5) 

affairs. in Ea,st G~rmany :where the usual 1totalitarian 
p~ttern ·of police state is functioning ·under rada~iid~f' 
of a liberal ~onstitution. fL ; :· .• 

"THE RIGHT TO 'RESIST'~ . 
. . ~ : . ;· ' . 

'q1e Co~gress devoted one morning to th~ topic 
"The Right to Resist"~ I opened the discussion and i.n 
my speech suggested that during the short period 
between the usurpation by a totalitarian regime and 
the establishment of a terrorizing Police State it may 
be worth considering whether the method of Civil 
Disobedience could not be tried as a mode of resist­
ence. After conceding the fact that. ~otalitarianism 
was very ruthless, I pointed ,out that Ci_vil Disobedi­
ence could possibly be effective even against .such 
a system where the people are against th~ regime and 
where the issue was manifestly just. The European 
mind seems to be so obsessed with the might and 
ruthlessness of the totalitarian State that it cannot 
even bring itself to think of any form of resistence 
apart from violent resistence. 

The Conference served a very useful purpose also 
by providing an opportunity to lawyers from various 
countries to meet and to . face the totalitarian menace 
with which many were merely vaguey acquainted. 
The Chairman, Mr. Justice Thorsen (Canada ) 
deserves all praise for the efficient and charming 
manner in which he conducted the deliberations. 

I cannot end without paying a tribute to the 
courage and pertin acity with which Dr. Friedcnau 
and his colleagues are facing the fight for freedom and 
against injustice. All honour to them and men like 
Dr. Linse. 

. ---·--·---- -· - ~ 
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