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Hollow Triumph

V. B. Karnik

I LL over the rvorld there is deep syrnpathy for the
fl ttiuh and tribulations of the brave people of
Czechoslovakia. There is hardly any doubt in any-
body's mind about the character of the action that
Russia and the four other Warsaw Pact countries took
against that small nation, though sotne lilce the Govern-
ment of India refrained from giving it its proper name
for one reason or the other.

The march of the armies of Russia, East Germany,
Poland, Hungary and Bulgaria into Czechoslovakia
u'as nothing but pure and simple aggression is clear
as daylight. It was aggression even according to the
definiiion of the term suggested to the United Nations
by Russia herself.

It is a grave tragedy that the rvorld, including the
super power, the United States of Ame:ica and big
porue.s like England and France, could d,o nothin_g to
help Czechoslovakia in her hour of need. They kept
quiit contenting thernselves only with sending protest
riotes and passing denunciatory resolutions. This proves

that small and militarily weak nations cannot expect
any help from big powers in resisting aggression un-
less it aflects the vital interests of one of them' The
t$,,o super powers appear to have divided the world
irrto tlrcir lcspcctive splrcrcs of in{llrence and there
appcars to bc a tacit agreemcnt bet'tveen them to turn
o-6lirld eye to u'hatever one of them may do witlrin
its orvn sphere of influence.

The prloirle of Czechoslovakia, horvever, left the
lvorld iri no doubt about their reaction to the invasion
of their countr)'. The force that was used was so mighty
and ovenvhehring that rnilitary resistance rvas out of
rluestion. Tlrey therefore resortccl to passive resistance
very much on the lines suggestcd by Nlal.ratma Ganclhi.
'l'hc resistance was efiective to some extent, It corn-

pellcd thc rulcrs of Russiir to releirse the irnprisor.rcd

i'*<1"r, ol: tlrt' peoplc of (lzcclroslovakia and holcl

1tailc1,s u'itlr thclrr re'galchlre ilte govcrtraltttr tlI tite'tt'

cotrntrt',
\'; rr lt's,rll oi ilrr' Prtt l,'r s ir rrtlrkcsllilt ill rilllqclll('l)[

has been evolved. President Svoboda, Prime Minister
Cernik and the First Secretary of the Cornmunist Party,
Dubcek have been allowed to retain their posts.
But they rvere required to drop a number of their
colleagues, such as, the Interior N'Iini.stcr, Joseph Pavel,
the Vice-Premier, Ota Sik and thc Foreign Minister,
Jiri Hajek. The liberalisation prograrnrne, which began
in January and which was the main cause of the
Russian nrlers' rvrath, has r.rot been abandoned in
words; btrt severe restraints arc placed upon it as
evidenced by the imposition of ceusorship and the
installation of a number of pro-Russian Stalinists in
important positions in the Communist Party and the
Government. Moreover, the occupation army will con-
tinue in the country for a long time to come to see that
the will of the invaders is can'ied out.

This equivocal and Llneasy position cannot continue
too long. The liberal communist leaders of Czecho-
slovakia who desired to humanise their Communism
cannot continue their programrne of liberalisation and
the same time please the Russian invaders. The latter
rvill compel them to abancton their liberal ideas and
programmes and to revert to the pre-January status
quo of Stalinist terror and regimentation. This will
alienate them from the people; and the people may
choose new leaders and under their lcadership begin
again their struggle for freedom ancl human dignity.
Though suppressed for the time being, it can be never
put down permanently. It will raise its head again and
again until it succeeds.

The military might of Russia has triumphed for the
moment. But it is a hollow triumph that it has secured.
Within Czechoslovakia itself the position is uncertain.
A friencll,v ancl loval people u'ho hacl strong ties of
itlfection and estcem has bcen tunrecl into ir bitter foe
u'ho s'ill not forget ancl forgivc for "a htrndred ycars"
rvhat Russia did to it. Outside, slrc has stood out as

a naked rnilitary po\ver who has rto regard for the
sovereignty and independence of uations. Even major
Communist Parties like those of France and Italy have
condemned her action. She has lost the confidencc of
all nations excepting those rvho are clependent upon
lrer in orc r,\'av or another. The dci.cnte for rvhich she

u,as striving for ovcr tcu l'cars is pushcd frrr in the
llackgxlrrnd ancl it u'ill bc l,r:at's ltefot'e the Unitecl
Stttes aucl othct' coutrtlic:s u ill lteuirl to cousiclcr it a

rrrcirrrrrrrllrri po.ssilriiiti. irr trr, rrn.ttttiiriit', tirc ttatiurts
oI Iiuropc u'ill lruve ttl ttrltt' stcpl; io incrcasc thcit'
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Let The World Know
(A Report on the lnppenings in Czechoslooakia in the
Times Literary Supplernent )

HILE the Czech publishing houses, printing
houses, schools, and universities were being

occupied by Russian troops, and while the Czechoslo-
vak Academy of Sciences and even the Prague Univer-
sity Library were being "placed under the super-
vision of occupation tanks" ( as a Czech radio com-
mentator ironically noted ), writers and journalists
rvere being hunted and, when found, arrested. Accor-
ding to eye-witnesses, many have gone underground;
according to the Czechoslovak clandestine radio,
many have been imprisoned. So far, no names have
been made known. \4/hat is known, however, is that
thanks to the holiday season quite a number of
writers rvere abroad: the Fourth Writers' Congress
rebels Ivan Klima, Pavel Kohout and A.j. Liehm, as

well as Ivan Svitak, Jiri Mucha, Josef Skvorecky, and
others. The film directors Milos Forman, Jiri Weiss
and Ivan Passer are outside the C.S.S.R. Eduard
Goldstucker and Ludvik Vaculik, on the other hand
are certainly in the C.S.S.R. and hopefully still un-
harmed, as both seemed to l.rave been present at the
first sitting of the extraordinary fourteenth Congress
of the C.P.C.S., held on Thursday, August 22. Both
rvere elected to office.

The holding of the Congress and the smuggling of
nearly 1,000 delegates from all parts of the Republic
to the secret plenary meeting in Prague u,as a feat of
unparalleled courage, secrecy and coordination, This
feat, no less than the perfect functioning of a large
network of clandestine radio stations, presupposes the
existence of a huge underground. In fact, it seems as

though the whole nation has gone underground. In
Czechoslovakia the u'estern students'dream of a whole
s<-rciety, g<lvcrning itself secms to lurvc conre true.
There is unit1., soliclaritr', cooperirtir)n "of all for tlrc
sake of one, and of one for the sake of all." Professor
V. V. Stech, talking to a Czech raclio journalist orrtside
tlrc Prague Cathedral last Sunclnl', desclibed the
situation as "history taking place in ns, around us, irr
front of our very eyes. The nation has ceased to be
an abstract image and is becoming a concrete physical
force rvhich electrifies every individual."

Tlie fight the Czechs and Slovaks have put up is as

tunique as it is astounding. "\\'e are beginning to mastcr
this curious clialogrre l'ith the occupants", a Slovak
ra<lio commcntrrtor tc:rscly announcecl, "tliis dialoguc
bctlr'cert fon'ign titrrks rirrtl rtli;ti'nttrrl iratlit,t.;." Fclu'
lcssh', rvith grcrrt self-corrtrol thc Czeclrs and Slovaks
are nrauugiug to i,Ju<rrc tlrc grrrts. thc tanks, the pro-
vocatiorts, Ilrc lrclttcrrclt)ils rlrpu ol] tir'.ril ei.rutri.r'r'. 'i ltr-'ir

l

first few days of the occupation, reproduced from the

weapons against brutal violence, lunatic irrationality,
"Byzantine semantics and the logic of the steppes" ( as
they were aptly described by the same commentator)
are, quite simply, truth and reason.

In spite of all their courage and cunning, the strug-
gle of the Czechoslovaks could never be efiective
u'ere it not for the radio stations ( which quite properly,
ideutify themselves as "legal and independent").
Through their channels news can freely fow in and
out of the country and circulate within. During the
first few days they were on the air almost con-
tinuously. It rvas possible to sense the atmosphere in
Czechoslovakia from the tone of voice of the many
announcers, so verv different from the usual mixfure
of professional crispness and boredom. The Czech
and Slovak voices went through a whole scale of
emotions. At first they were stunned, then gradually
shocked, horrified, hurt, disgusted, angry, ironical,
tough. By Saturday they began to sound more relaxed.

By Sunday the earlier quick rotation of stations
gelled into a more-or-less regular distribution of time
slots, ancl the former flood of coded and straight
messages and announcements rvas minimized. Some-
thing approaching regular programming began. Pre-
cisely at 12 o'clock there rvere the usual midday church
bells of Prague, follorved by a poem, written by
Frantisek Helas at the time of Munich, denouncing the
"hard hooves" of the invaders. No new poems have
been read but a number of protest songs are being
composed almost literally uncler the muzzles of the
Russian guns and from time to time they are broad-
cast along rvith the hard news, the defiant slogans and
the pleas to Western listeners that u'e "Let the world
krrou, rvhat is goirrq or lrt'rc". This is one of thosc
songs:

f.'lre mrlnring rvas peaccfrrl
Like any otlrer monring
Ovcr the roofs the sun appeare<l
l'he day lras now begun.
\A'ho u'ould have thought
That birds of prey rvould srrddcnll'btrrst out?
Is it a nightmare? Look at thc strrr!
Yorr have tanks
\\/e lrave the truth
And our finest hour
Y<ltr have only power
'!-'r bent anrl betrav
I onlv sing a sonq
Ancl tlris is rvlrat I say:
()" ;11i 1ii . q. i*i itr'!



To IVith The An gelsSing
G. L.

"rnHEY thought," she half sobbed, half chanted,
I "thev'd make us howl with the wolves to the

end of time, but someday we'll sing rvith the angels
again-with the angels."

So ends the enchanting and moving tale by Maurice
Hindus of Nazi dismemberment of Czechoslovakia
thirty years agol. Once this woman Annichka had
faith in thelvorld. Life was simple and beautiful. "We
even bragged our conscience-yes, bragged of it." But
what good was it when in a near-by country millions
were rvilling to die so that this life should be no more.
And yet, as her companion Vladimir, reminds her,
millions the world over were willing to die so that this
Iife should alq'ays rule the world. It was her uncle who
used to say-"Either u)e are all dead or u)e &re all free,"
That's 'rvhat he believed and died for. And, Vlad-
rnir ruminates, when three hundred and fifty years
ago, Czech leaders and thinkers were killed off and
the Habsurgs thought as Hitler now thinks that the
Czechs were finished as a people, forever and ever,
and the spirit of Huss who made so many of them
loae freedom more than life, would no longer haunt
and tolment them. But in the end, the. spirit
triumphed ancl tlrey had a Nlasaryk and a Benes and a
Republic. And norv it is Hitler against Huss-and Huss
is immortal.

And the couple escapes to opcrate secret radios all
over thc countrl' so that people can hear the news,
and carry out sabotage on railroads and in munition
frrctories and stocking secret arsenals until the day of
redemption comes. Till then, they rvill struggle and
suffer and sacrifice so they can sing with the angels
r.r'hich can only bc when they are free and the Nazis
are defeated.

llarlicr'-cxitc;l) tucntr. )'cars bcfore-Czechoslo-
valiiir hacl lrt'r'rr an inclcpcnclcnt nation. President
Nlasar'1,}i L;rs tolcl the stor1, of the struggle and eman-
cipation of his lancl.: From his I'outh he believed that
lifc t'ithorrt faitlr loses strength and certainty. If peo-
ple coulcl turderstand each other, he remarked, we
shoulcl hnve dernocracy at one stroke; without mutual
understanding, n'ithout tolerance, there is no free-
ckrm,For lrirn, politics despite its organisationnl aspect
crlntainecl arr element of poctrl' because of its creativc
frlrcc. [)olitics, too, clemanded a balancc betu'een
r'(:)ilsolr and feeling. Nlasaryk u,ent through the fiely
oltlcl.! for lri.r corrntry's inclcpernclcnc:c lncl lhought
rlrnt srr.-'lr r'orr{lil.t:; i:olrtl-ih..rtlll. tr: lltioiull cr>n:;cior::;

r To Sing With the Angels hy l\larrrice Hinclus ( l94i )': I'rtticlartl .1,trrsrr|rll. 't'"lls IIi; S/,,irr .q r(.r'i)unt{,il lrY Klrrl
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ness and intensification of spiritual life. Eventually, he
was grateful to Fate for the fullness of his life and the
fulfilment of his life's mission. "I may say that office
confirms and completes everything I have believed,''
he says after his election to the presidency which
was the culminating point of his life, "so that I have
not needed to change one item of my faith in humanity
and in democracy, in the search for truth, nor in the
supreme moral and religious command to love men."
He could tell himself that in the incessant struggle
for a better nation and people, he u'as on the right
side-this conviction was enough to make his life
beautiful and happy.

But though President Masaryk died a happy man,

Jan Masaryk, his son, had to face other foes. Totali-
tarianism wore another mask. Communists having
never come to power by the free suffrage of a people,
Stalinist Russia manipulated a coup through its agents
and quislings. Only now the full details of the ne
farious plot are being known to the people of Czecho-
slovakia and the world. Benes, its President, died of a
broken heart after the communist betrayal. Jarr
Masaryk, the old President's son, rryho was then re-
ported to have committed suicide was, there is little
doubt now, brutally murdered. Stalin's agents were
present at the trials and dictated, directly and indirectly,
various sentences and punishments for political oppo-
nents. Czechoslovakia which during the inter-war
years ( f920-1939) was the most progressive and
democratic country in Central Europe, again, came
under an alien aggressor's heels. This was 1948, ten
years after Hitlert conquest, thirty years after its
birth as a Republic. The essence of democracy is
faith and it is the habit of free men to tmst. But the
priuciples of denrocracy are exploited and prostituted
by militant cornmunism to subvert and destroy demo-
cracy itself. "Communist morality is the m<lrality which
serves the (communist) struggle" rvrote Lenin. He
instructed his follorvers "to use any ruse, dodges,
tricks, cunning, unlawful methods, concealment, veil-
ing of truth" to achieve communist aims. So, in
Czechoslovakia, as elsewhere, at the appropriate
moment, previous solemn promises n'ere broken, alliecl
ptrrties and non-communist politicians u,ere denounc-
ecl, violence flared up, the rigidly controlled party
rnachine n,as set in motion agninst the infiltrated ancl
rlisorganised forces of democracl,. Thtts u'irs c'onr$test
;11,1'1r1111r'li5-lr('rl-rr,lr;rl Korlrr.l ,',rl'lt ",'rttrrlttesl ltv t r,-

r:xi.stence:1."

:t'i 11g Qpn11l1rrni.rf Srrhucr'.slort
b1 Joscph Korbcl (1059)
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For tu'enty long years have workers and peasants,
intellccturrls irnd students and ordinary citizens of
Czechoslovakia sufiered the blight of tyranny, the
economic and ideological domination of a powerful,
ruthless neighbour. But tlre stirrings of freedom came

-people yearned for the right to think, to agree, to
debate, to differ. And nationalism is as much a chal-
lenge to communist imperialism as to capitalist im-
perialism. There is nothing, however, the orthodox
communist fears more than freedom. "\,Ien fear thought
as they fear nothing else on earth," wrote Bertrand
Russell in his Prdnciples of Social Reconstruction over
fifty years ago, "fear it more than ruin, more even
than death. Thought is subversive and revolutionary,
destructive and terrible; thought is merciless to privi-
lege, esiablished institutions, and comfortable habits;
thought is anarchic and lawless, indifierent to autho-
rity, careless of the wisdom of the ages. . . . . Thought
is great and swift and free, the light of the world, the
chief glory of men." But it is precisely the freedom of
thought tlrat totalitarians, whether on the left or
the right, fear and rvish to suppress. Glibly and
insincerely the 22nd Congress of the communist party
recognised the right of each communist party to blaze
its orvn trail to socialism. Yet when the time comes-
rvhether in Hungary or Czechoslovakia-the pretence
is given up. No one shall deviate by a hairt breadth.

Oaober isaS

For once, Soviet Russia found that Dubcek's whole
strength lay in the immense popular support he
enjoyed and, indeed, gained by standing up to the Rus-
sians. No appeals could be stage managed from paid
hirelings or Stalinist loyalists to justify Soviet inter-
vention. Neither was it easy to create a myth of
counter-revolution. What eastern Europe appre-
hends, as the Economist said recently, is not counter-
revolution but counter-evolution: peaceful changes to
rule by popular consent. Fear of such a confrontation,
apart from its hopeless entanglement in Viet Nam
has prevented America taking interest in what has
tacitly and for all practical purposes become a Soviet
sphere of influence. No pressure other than armed
invasion could be exercised since Russia wields hardly
any moral influence. And thus, once again, twenty
years after the Communist take-over, the Czechs who
were about to sing with the angels are being compelled
by comradely artillery, tanks and planes 1o learn to
liowl rvith the wolves. But as Vladimir told Annichka,
Huss is immortal. The Czechs will rise again. In Byron's
memorable rvords,

Freedom's battle once begun
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son
Though baffied oft
Is ever rvon!

0Alf0ER l$
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Press Strike-Its [mplications
M. R. Pai

TIURING the recent strike in newspaper establish-
U ments, a reporter working in a news agency com-
plained to this author: "Look at these irresponsible
bank employees. Yesterday they went on a pen-down
strike and paralysed the work of banks. We could not
get our salary cheques cashed. What a hardship to
many people who look forward to the salary day!" The
same evening, a bank employees' union leader com-
plained to this author: "Tllese journalists have no
sense of duty. Yesterday we had a magnificent demon-
stration. Our members are bitter that because of news-
paper strike the public has not become aware of this
successful demonstration."

Both narrations point out to one lesson: These days,
organised sectignal interests can hold other sections
of the public to ransom by indulging in strikes and
using techniques which paralyse economic actirrities.
But, this is a weapon which cuts both ways. In the
end, nobody is better off. Can we not ffnd a better
way in our democracy to solve grievances without
impairing general freedom while exercising one's own
freedoms? As a well-known U.S. Judge once said: "A
man's fundamental right to rvave his walking stick
stops rvhere anotler man's nose begins."

The two-month strike of journalists has ended, but
has left behind several issues to be solved.

Jn the first place, the strike was ill-advised and ill-
prepared, even from the trade union viewpoint.
Journalists had got whatever thcy rvanted. Non-journa-
lists had made substantial gains, and negotiations on
a unitrvise level with employers could have got them
further. But, such an approach was given up in favour
of agitational approach.

No preparations for strike rvere made in. advance.
Neither the ernployees were told to builcl up a small
liittv of savings, r.ror a relief funcl for striker.s built trp.
The strike u'as called precipitatcly. In one leacling
Bombay group of publications, for instance, till 4 p.rn.
the leader was advising everyone that there would be
no strike. But before evening closed, the decision had
been reversed.

The journalists, who went on strike to support llon-
jour.ralist emplol'ees, fclt let down irs the strike dragged
on. They had drawn their salaries before l0th of the
month, lr,hilc workers clrew al>out 65% of current
nronth's s^erlary on 22ncl bcforc going on strike, thus
irrcreirsing thcir holclinq power. As the strike drrtegecl
orr lllanv jotrrualists litcrally stalt,ed. In firct, ihcy hacl
', i, tttalli li:;i.,.l lrri il ii 1,.;, tl,. , lll,rir ( rl ui-,irriiruiri.;i
lcaclcrsiriyr to lt'ad thenr into this trirlt to srrit the politi-
cal anrlritions of lcaclers irncl scn,t' tlre conrrnrruist
(.iIISr'.

Whichever u,ay the strike went, it served the com-
rnunist books well. If the strike succeeded, then the
vital neu'spaper sector of the economy came under
the grip of communists. Most of the proprietors being
ideologically blind, some journalists on reporting side
and news desk already tamtrrer with news and views
to suit their ideological inclinations. While the pro-
prietors get choice abusive epithets like "Press Barons",
"vested interests", "monopolists" from Reds and their
allies, it is the party hacks in the Press who further
the cause of totalitarianism by distorting or slanting
news, or suppressing news not to their liking. For
instance, it was recently found by a Calcutta daily that
10 out of 16 reporters were card-carrying members of
communist parties who had no compunction in twist-
ing or suppressing news and views critical of com-
munists, and presenting their bosses and parties in the
best light, violating all canons of joumalistic ethics.

If the strike failed, as it ultimately did, the com-
munists still gained in creating discontent on which
they thrive. A number of journalists walked into this
trap.

It is surprising that even ducated ernployees should
depend on outside leadership for guiding their own
affairs. But such a situation was inevitable.

Over the years, many journalists in India have con-
sidered tlemselves not as members of a noble pro-
fession, rvhich they really are, but only like artisans
Iike carpenters or plumbers. They have wrongly banded
themselves into trade unions, with the conse,quence
that the natural pride of a man of a noble profession,
is not reflected in their work.

An important aspect of the shike, fowing from this
basic clefect in approach, is the gross disrespect to the
reacler and the general public, Journalists as members

-Courtesy': Nutitnw| [lerull
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Freedon Fket

oj a noble profession otve a duty to their readors -their real employers - and the general public. The
free and full florv of information ii a pre-r-equisite for
zuccessful working of a democracy. It is sligniffcant
that even in communist dictatorships, the firsl flashes
oI frqedom appear from the writers and journalists,
though the Press and authors are put in the straight-
jacket of censorship and party disclpline.

By going on strike, Indian joumalists have done a
great disservice to the cause of democracy. As an
illustration, one may refer to the two major issues on
which public discrusion was muted by the Press strike.
Russian military aid to Pakistan and the military con-
quest of Czechoslovakia by U.S.S.R. and other Warsaw
Pact members, as also the eguivocal stand of the
Irrdian Government, transpired during the Press strike.
Vigorous public discussion on these problems of vital
interest to the Indian democracy did not take place
as many publications were affected by the strike. Is it
arry wonder that there has been a strong suspicion
that the strike was precipitated at a moment when
communist Russia would have considerably lost face
in India, and that the strike was prolonged to preserve
this news vacuum?

It is high time that outside leadership is banned in
trade unions, particularly where educated employees
are members. It is also high time that the public, which
showed no sympathy to strikers, asserted its right as
readers and citizens in a democracy. Most important
of all, the responsible journalists - and there are many
rvho are silent for fear of non-conformism - asserted
themselves, got rid of the leadership of a politically-
oriented vocal minority, and put the Press back on the
right tracks. Their failure to do so, and early at that,
will be a great disservice to the cause of freedom and
democracy.
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defensive potential thus leading to a ruinous arma-
ments race. Distrust and hostility amongst super powers
and big nations that had begun to disappeir will get
a new lease of life and the spectre of the third woild
war will reappear on the sce,ne. Piqued by the adverse
reactions of Rumania, Yugoslavia and Germany to her
action in Czechoslovakia, Russia has already begun
to threaten those countries. Those threats will have
to be countered; otherwise what happened in Czecho-
slovakia may be repeated elsewhere.

Apart from military measures, what can to some
extent counter those threats is the rousing of strong
public opinion in all parts of the world against the
type of action that Russia resorted to in Czechoslovakia.
It must receive instantaneous and unambiguous con-
demnation all over the world, particularly in the
countries of Asia and Africa. If a mighty voice of
protest rises in all parts of the world it will have some
eftect on the most cynical of dictators. In the case of
Czechoslovakia, countries like India did not play their
part as manfully as they should have done. There was
no question about the reaction of the people of India.
It was one of anger and disgust. But the Government
of India faltered. That gave a bad name to the country
and provided some excuse to the invaders. That must
not happen again. That is the duty cast upon freedom-
Ioving forces in the country. It is to be hoped that
they will not fail to perform it.
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To Our Friends In Our Midst
Josef Schweik

(The first lead,ing atticle, penned usith sarsage irony, bg thaGood Sold,iet Schueik after his appointment last
week, an retirement from the Seroice, as editor d Rude Pravo. Transhtion by Tlbor Szamuely, reprinted from
Sunday Telegraph, Londm.)

T)EAR Comradesl Our glorious newspaperr as you
u will have noticed, has resumed publication under
a new editor-myself. I think it is highly appropriate,
therefore, to preface this first statement of editorial
policy by extending our warm fraternal and comradely
greetings-to all citizens and permanent residents of
our Republic: Czechs, Slovaks, Russians, Poles,
Democratic Germans, Hungarians and Bulgars.

In the past fortnight we have all lived through
stirring times-times which, I hope, none of us will
ever forget. We have witnessed an historic demons-
tration of the unshakable unity of the Socialist nations.
Trventy years ago our late revered leader, Comrade
Gottwald, declared that: "Czechoslovakia will remain
with the Soviet Union for eternity." It is thoughtful
of the Soviet comrades to have reminded us of this
promise today.

The Soviet Army has come to our country as our
friend and trusted ally. What a striking contrast to
the brual invasion of Nazi Germany 30 years ago. The
Germans (the Nazi Germans, that is) were our ene-
mies: they summoned our President to Berlin, brow-
beat him into signing an invitation, and then entered
our country. But the Soviets, as true allies and revo-
lutionaries, need none of these obsolete bourgeois
conventions: they felt free to enter our country first,
and then invite our leaders to Moscow-taking them
there at their own expense and solicitously assuring
their safety by means of the new'M.A.N.A.K.L." model
Soviet safety-belts-where our comrades signed the
agreernerrt as a pure formality, of their orvn free u'ill.

Let us be frank: it is good to lrave our friends in our
midst. The sight of <-rur German comrades, in their
distinctive uniforms, will awaken particularly poignant
feelings of nostalgia alnong members of our older gene-
ration. But, of course, as Marx said, everything changes,
everything develops, and we have seen that our
young people are far more excited by the sight of the
Soviet uniform. Such is life, and long may it remain
such.

Unlike the decadent youth of capitalist societies,
our young people have shown a great sense of respon-
siblity. 'I'heir rvelcome to our guests has becn in the
firrest tltrliti6ns of Czpr'lr,rrslo.,:rf I'ospilalitl i" :r lrir.'1,-

spiritecl atmosphere of fun ancl merrimerrt. l'Iorv u'e
chuckle at the comradely prirnks of changing street
lliu))cs utt<l t'oarl sigrts, ol prlt'tt'rrrlirt{ rrrt lo rlrrlt'r'-

stand Russian, and of putting out a great variety of
humorous welcoming posters. It was good to see that
our Russian friends, too, entered into the spirit of the
game by pretending that they were in West Germany
and even playfully firing off the odd shot from time
to time.

Our people know that the Soviet Army is quite
different from Imperialist armies. Its object is not to
wage lvar, but to struggle for peace. And we have seen
that it is ready to struggle for peace, if need be, until
not a stone is left standing.

But rve must also face the fact that certain mis-
conceptions have arisen among the more bachvard
parts of our population. For instance, some people
have been puzzled by a recent Soviet statement des-
cribing Comrade Dubcek as leader of a minority
grouping. Yet in this, as in everything else, the Soviet
leaders are completely correct. Comrade Dubcek is the
leader of a minority grouping: of 14| million Czechs
and Slovaks, to be precise-a very small minority
compared to the 24O-million-strong Soviet people.

And, as the bearers of an ancient democratic tradi-
tion, we should be the first to understand that a
minority must accept the rvill of the majority. Indeed,
this merely emphasises the profound democratic nafure
of the Soviet system, which protects the rights of
minorities and accepts their existence. We have not,
after all, been abolished or required to disband- as
would have happened, for instance, in Neo-Nazi West
German,v, rvhere the Communist party is even prohi-
bitecl. Btrt are Czechs and Slovaks prohibited? Of
course not,

Tlris situation can be remedied in the proper demo-
cratic rvay-by the minority becoming a maiority. As
soon as rve Czechoslovaks acquire a majority over the
other comrades, our views will surely prevail. There
are other methods, but it would take too long to go
into that norv.

Certain other misunderstandings must also be
patiently cleared up. Some people, for example,
compare lvloscow with Munich. What nonsense! Why,
Moscorv is muclr larger than Munich, and it is not
t'r'en sitrrated in Bavaria. Nor shotrld anv incorrect
,l,.,lu,.ti,rns .|,,' rllrru'l f rrrrrr tltc far.l tlrlrt Sovir't tltnl.rs
jrrst like the Nirzi tanks of :r horrible b)'gone era o{'

occupation, bear the sign of the srvastika. The diffe-
('Crrrttirrterl ort pugc I1)
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IFIWEREACZECH
M. K. Gandhi

(Extracts frotn an article Malntma Gandht wrote uhen
Nazi Gennang irusadecl and occupied Czechoslooakia
in the latter half of I93B)

f PRESENT Dr. Benes rvith a weapon not of the
I *""1, but of the brave. There is n<l bravery greater
than a resolute refusal to bend the knee to an earthly
power, no matter how great, and th:rt u'ithout bitter-
ncss of spirit and in the fullness of faith that the spirit
alone lives, nothing else does.

Science of rvar leads one to clictatorship, pure and
simple. Science of non-violence can alone lead one to
pure democracy.

I want to speak to the Czechs, because their pliglit
rnoved me to tl.re point of physical and mental distress
and I felt that it would be corvardice on my part not
to share u,ith them the thoughts that were rvelling up
within me. It is clear that the small nations must either
come or be ready to come under the protection of
the dictators or be a constant menace to the peace of
Europe. Inspite of all the goodwill in the world Eng-
land and France cannot save them. Tlteir intervention
can only mean bloodshed aircl destruction such as has
never been seen before. If I rvere a Czech, therefore, I
would free these trvo nations from the obligation to
defend my country. And yet I nust live. I would not
be a vassal to any nation or body. I must have abso-
lute independence or perislr. To speak to win in a

clash of arms would be pure bravado. Not so, if in
defying the might of one vvho rvould deprive me of
my independence I refuse to obey his will and perish
unarmed in the attempt. In so doing, though I lose
the body, I save my soul, i.e., my honour.

But, says a comforter, "Hitler knows no pity. Your
spirituirl cflolt u'ill avail nttthins before him."

i\4y ansu'er is. "You In;r,v be riglrt. Flistory ltas no
record of a nation htrving adopted non-violent resis-
tance. If Hitler is unafiected by my suffering, it does
not matter'. For I shall havc lost nothing rvorth. My
honour is the only thing rvorth prcs;crving. That is
independent of Hitler's pity. But as a believer in
non-violence, I may not limit its possibilities. Hitherto
he and his likes have built upon theil invariable ex-
perience that men vielcl to force. Unarmed men,
\r'olnen itncl children offering non-r'iolent resistance
rvithout anv l;ittcrnc:ss in them tvill be a novel experi-
ence fol thcrn. \\'h<.r cttu clare strl' that it is not in their
rratrrt' trr rr";ironrl io llrc lright'r attrl {irr,.lr l'orccs? T'hev
have thc sanrc sottl that I lrirvt'."

This inglorious peace shorrlcl bc ml opportunitl'' I
rnrrst livt' tlL,ri ti 11,,' iiirlrriiirLi.i()lt .lir(l rlrtiit I'cltl ilrrli'ircn-
rl,'i tct'.

llistory Repeats ltself
Czechoslovak history seems to repeat itself. In his

memoirs, George F. Kennan quoted a dispatch he
wrote from Prague in March 1939, after the entry of
Nazi troops into the city. Remarking on the Czechoslo-
vaks'decision not to resist the invaders, he wrote that
this national resolve "perhaps most important of all
has preserved for the exacting tasks of the future a
magnificent younger generation-disciplined, indus-
trious and physically fit-which u,ould undoubtedly
have been sacrificed if tlie solution had been the
romantic one of hopeless resistance rather than the
humiliating but truly heroic one of realism."

This was also true of Czechoslovakia in 1968 after
the 229 days of the democratic spring.

-Tad Szulc, Nea'Iork Tinres

Protest in Moscow

In Moscow last week a small group of Russians
gathered in Red Square, sat dorvn and unfurled
banners readingr "Hands off the C.S.S.R.l' (th"
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic), and "Long live a
free and independent Czechoslovakia!" The outcome
rvas predictable-and prompt. Police rushed up and
arrested the demonstrators, rvhose number, included
Pavel Litvinov, 30, grandson of the late Soviet Foreign
Minister Maxim Litvinov; Mrs. Yuri Daniel, wife of
the imprisoned Soviet writer; and Mrs. Natalya
Gorbanevskaya, a well-known poet.

Released after her arrest, Mrs. Gorbanevskaya, said
in a letter mailed to foreign correspondents in Moscow
that some in the group were beaten by the police
officers. But, she addecl, "My comrades and I are
happy that rve were able, even bliefly, to break the
sludge of unbridled lies ancl cowardly silence and
thereby clt:monstrate tltat not all the citizens of our
cotrntn' arc irr ilgreoment rvith tlic violencc carriecl
out in thc uiunc of tlrc Sclvict peoplc."

-A news itern irr Neu York'I'inrcs

What is Communism?

IJefore the Czechoslovak crisis a joke rnaking the
rouncls irr East lir.tropeatr capitir'ls askt,rcl:

"\\'lrat is Cotntnttuisrn,'''
Ansrvcr': "Contmttuisrn is a s;'stcnt for: trrtrriltg socia'

lisnr into capitalisnr."
A Czt'r'h reflt'ctt'cl l:rst rvctrk. "1'lris iokc it t,rttt'

hicleous becrtttse it is exactlr s'lrat tlrt: Russiirns clairrr

ottr clenocratic Cotnmtrrtistn u'tts tloing-turning socia-

lisrrr irrirr rlLPii.i,lis,ir"' 
,,r,hc Nota york rines



Dilemma For The Kremlin
IY/ITH their tanks all over Czechoslovakia the
W R.rssians still havp the mastery of the country if

they choose to exercise it, but so far they have not
done so. There can be only one reason for the indeci-
sion with which the Russians have behaved since the
invasion, and that is a deep division of counsels within
the Kremlin. Certainly there have been miscalculations
as well. It was assumed that a puppet government
would spring fully armed from the ranks of "loyal
Communists" as soon as the tanks entered Prague, and,
when that did not happen, that President Svoboda
could be cajoled into dropping the leading men in
the existing party and Government. It was then
assumed, after Mr. Dubcek and his team returned
from Moscow, that both they and the citizens at large
would recognise what was required of them and act
accordingly. This they have not done. But these mis-
calculations need not have deterred the Russians if
they had been united about what they were trying to
do. The Czechoslovak situation now presents the
Kremlin with another crucial dilemma of precisely the
kind it faced before the invasion. In the past few days
the Moscow press has returned to the threatening tone
it adopted three weeks ago. It looks, therefore, as if
further moves to crush the Czechoslovak Government
and party may be under debate.

The successes of the reformist leadership have been
both important and surprising. Even an incomplete
Iist is enough to make the Russians ponder. Mr.
Dubcek was condemned in "Pravda" as a Right-wing
opportunist. He and his closest colleagues, Mr. Cernik
and Mr. Shrkovsky, were captured and roughly
handled. A few days later they were back in their old
jobs in Prague. Then the Central Committee met to
choose a new praesidium. It chose a largely liberal
one. "Rude Pravo," the party organ, then carried not
self-criticism by liberals of their past mistakes, but a
recantation by its former editor, Mr. Svestka, of his
old harcl-line position and an assurance that it had
not been he u'ho had called in the Russian troops.
Censorship has been accepted but rvith apologies to
the public and promises not to write what is not be-
Iieved. And in all official statements "normalisation"-
the key rvold of the Moscow communiqud-has been
taken to mean the departure of Russian troops, not any
particular change in Czechoslovak policy.

On the positive side the Russians can show only the
resignations of General Pavel and Professor Sik. Set-
backs though these are to the cause of the reforma-
tion, they hardly justify an act of aggression. When
the lvloscorv communiqu6 was issued we saicl that it
corrlcl mean anything the Russians rvanted it to mean.
ancl so it can. But by the vagueness of its terms it also
gal'e thc Czeclioslovaks room for rnanoenvre. Thev
Irirr,r' clone nothing contrarv to the aqreernent.

In the meantime Moscow has been shifting its
ground. At one time 40,000 counter-revolutionaries
were said to be roaming Czechoslovakia in bands.
Nothing has been heard from them for a while. Then
the Soviet Embassy in Prague was being overwhelmed
with letters from Communists asking the Russian
troops to stay because revisionists were still in office.
Then it was discovered that NATO had had a plan to
take over Czechoslovakia and, in retrospect, this was
given as the reason for the Soviet occupation. None
of these spurious tales disguises the fact that Czecho-
slovakia is as normal as it is Iikely to be under an
occupation army, and that the Warsaw Pact troops
should now leave. But "normalisation" means different
things to the Kremlin and Mr. Dubcek. In Soviet eyes
normality will not have returned until Czechoslovakia
becomes the sleepy and obedient backwater that it was
before.

It is hard to estimate the efiect on Russian policy
of the international storm of protest which the invasion
caused. Much of this must, of course, have been dis-
counted in advance, but Yugoslav and West Eurotrrean
Communist comment has been particularly discourag-
ing to the Russians, It should not be supposed, either,
that all the satellite countries were equally enthusiastic
about tuming back the clock in Czechoslovakia.

Some Hungarian official comment has been notice-
ably reticent, even apologetic, Hungary has spent
many years in a cautious programme of domestic re-
form in an attempt, not altogether unsuccessful, to
restore its prestige as a civilised member of the Euro-
pean family. To be forced into line alongside so
archaic a figure as Herr Ulbricht is damaging to
Hungary's national interests. If it is consulted, Hungary
is likely to advise restraint in any further action against
the Czechoslovak leadership.

Whatever Russia's friends advise, however, the
decision whether to impose further limits to Czecho-
slovakia's freedom of action rvill have to be taken b1'
the 11 rnen of the Soviet politburo. The signal lack
of success of the operation so far may strengthen the
hands of those, thought to include N{r. Kosygin and
Mr. Suslov, rvho tried to understand what was happen-
ing in Czechoslovakia and to work with the grain in-
stead of against it. For this is the heart of Russia's
problem. The Kremlin may not be able to occupy for
Iong the middle ground between Stalinism and the
sort of democratic socialism u'ith which the Czechs
and Slovaks rvere experimenting. Instinct and fear in
Soviet leadership say "Turn back." But the forces which
rvant to go fonvard are grorving all the time.

The next ferv davs shorrld decide rvhether the Soviet
Unron ctrts its losses in Uzechoslovitkia or proceeds tcr

hcap ftrrthcr clarnagc on its reputation.

--Cottrti'sy', -l'lrc ()uurditrtt \i'r't'k1,r
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Revieurs
Clrullenges to Seuilarisnt,

by A. B. Shah, Nachiketa Publications, 148 Nlahatma
Gandhi Road, Bmbay 1. Rs. 3.75

IY/HEN I first read Plofessor A. ts. Shah's article on
W the cow slaughter issue, now forming part I of

this book, I was reminded of a remirrk purported to
have been made by a French diplomat in India. He
told his Indian friend that in France things often get
serious but rarely or almost never disastrous rvhile in
India things are almost always disasirous but never
serious. The actual debate on tire cow slaughter is not
perhaps taken seriously by the majority of the Hindus
and the ban, Iike prohibition, will fail but the issue
might lead to disaster any time which means arson,
looting and so on.

Hindu sacred li'nv, specially the rnore authoritative
works, sets dorvn both the viervs rvithout bothering
about consistency. In fact as late as in the 8th century,
Bhavabhuti has referred to killing of the corv and its
progeny. So one wonders if it is really possible to
convince the orthodox Hindus rvho actually demand
ban on cow slaughter for certain other reasons. They
think that the identity of the Hindus as a community
rvill be lost, the moment the age-old Hindu loyalties
to the Vedas, fair complexion, cult of the rivers and
cow worship are given up.

Professor Shah rvould have done well to answer the
algument put forward b1' sorne serious Hindu thinkers
that in India we cannot preserve any sentiments or
sensibility without making it a part of the piety or
religious duties. Even so, one important thing that his
article does is to prove again, if proof were needed,
that citizens can still challenge a reiigious leader in
the Hindu society. In- this sense, Professor Shah is
carrying on the tradition of reformers like Justice
\t. G. Ranacle ancl liaja llam \'[ohan Roy'. His most
convincing argurnent agirinst der.nand of ban ol1 cow
slaughter is of cotir.sc the democratic arrgument rvhich
has been voiced by Nlahatma Gandlii quoted in this
book. FIe says "just as Shariat cannot be imposed on
the non-Nluslims, the Hindu law cannot be imposed
on the non-Hindus". In fact Professor Shah has done

TINIES OtrI INI}IA
arlrl

STATESM,T.N STIIII{ES
S. R. \'lorr,,rxn.rs

I)ritc llt. I/-
['rt :li:ltctl Itr.1

1,..\lio u li tit)L;C,.,'i'tc)N sti tivtCE
. l lrlrrli'r;r (1.r, llri Il rrrrl. Il'rrrrlr,rv I

rvell to irnprove this by saying, in elfect, tirat Hindu
lav should not be (it can be of course) imposed on
non-Hindus.

The other subject dealt with in this book is really
more important from the humanitarian point of vierv
because it deals rvith the destiny of 47 million Muslims
in India. Many people have discussed this subject. In
fact IvIr. Nirad Chaudhury, in his brilliant essay on
the lvluslims in his book The Continent of Circe has
said that though in terms of absolute numbers they
are not a smaller minority, but judged by the position
they hold in the relation to their numerical strength,
they rnight be said to be the least of the minorities.
Professor Shah also refers to the more important
development, namely, that to keep a separate identity,
the Muslims have always fallen back on the basic
principles of Islam, namely, the solidarity of all Islamic
countries. Again, many others have rightly referred to
the tragedy of N4uslims arising out of their belief that
their religion does not permit them to be under the
rule of non-believers. While most of the others refer
to this tragic dilemma of the lvluslims and leave it at
tJrat, Professor Shah goes further in suggesting a way
out for them and that is to begin a critical enquiry
into their beliefs and scriptures. As Professor Shah has
rightly said in one of his answers to the many questions
put to him by a Muslim friend, it should be remem-
bered that the shortcomings of one culture cannot be
the defence of those of another. He has also done
well to quote from the ffndings of the Munir com-
rrrission which show that leaders in Pakistan are be-
corning bold and question some of their old beliefs
rvhile in India we do not have enough leaders in the
N4uslirn con.rmunity to do this rvork. Bven here Pro-
fessor Shah should write a little more on the question
of separate identity for a community. It is hoped that
he will continue his good work and bring out more
books on such fundamental issues.

Arvind A. Deshpande

1. The Cxeclnslooak Cfisis
Edited by D. B. Karnik, Oricntal I,'oundation, Bornbay. Rs. 5.

2, Nu*isnt nnd Con1,muni.srt1,
Edited b),Pradip llose, Saurajrvacli I'rakaslrarri, 235, Jodhpur
Park, Calcutta 31. 25 P.

3. East European'i'urttnil ontl C,P.l,
Editcd b1, l)raclip llosc, Sanrajs,ltli I'rakirslrirrri, 50 l'

R. D. B. Karnik has renderecl a useftrl scrt,ir-'c to
tltc r'irrrse of rlt'moc'r'it<'r' anrl freerlom b1' lrlirrgitrg
tlris lrook orr (lzcc'lroslol'akrL. 'l'lris lrool u titrltl

l)r'ovc vcrv usclrrl tu tlrc gcncral ptrblic ancl to thc
tlre stuclcnts of intcrnrrtionul affrrirs in knon'ing tht:
i,lro.lt' :-.ior\ Lrecrrtr.se tirct corrltl IlrJ'r tttiit-ti', tiru
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events during the crisis as most of the national
newspaper workers were on strike and very few people
could get foreign newspapers or journals to knorv
what rvas happening in Czechoslovakia.

Again like a good journalist Mr. Karnik has given a
chronicle of events and statements by leading public
men and allowed these to speak for themselves. He
has avoided, as far as possible, giving his own com-
ments on the crisis though the quotations he has chosen
show that his heart is in the right place. Like Mr.
Jethmalani, who has written a foreword to this book,
we too do not know whether the crisis has ended or
not. In any case the subject is so important that it will
be discussed for a number of years to come and Mr.
Karnik's book rvill provide useful background material
for those who discuss this subject or choose to rvrite
on it. Altogether a good job and a timely publication.

The other two booklets are from the Samajwadi
Prakashani, Calcutta and are written by Mr. Pradip
Bose. In his booklet Nazism and Communisrn. Mr. Bose
has tried to show. that there is hardly any difierence
betu'een the two in so far as they give rise to dictator-
ship and rvork for the supression of individual liberty
and freedom. He calls these political philosophies as

dated philosophies which would soon be "consigned
to the dustbin of history." It is difficult to agree with this
view as Communism is very much there and kicking,
rvhile Nazism is in fact collective madness which
might be shown by any human group in any country.

Since Nazism and Communism almost use the same
methods of torture and supression, Mr. Bose thinks
that it is rvrong to term them as extreme left or extreme
right. I wonder how many intellectuals rvill agree with
this vierv. In any case, his "model" showing Commu-
nism and Nazism meeting at one point will interest
some people.

The other booklet of N4r. Bose will be read rvith
greater interest by political commentators. It seems
Mr. Bose still has some faith in the Communists like a

few otlrer good socialists, one of whom, recently wrote
an open lettcr to tlrc C.P.L nrembers to give up their
clcpenclencc on the Communist Party in U.S.S.R. and
join democratic socialists. Thus Mr. Bose patronisingly
calls the C.P.I. adolescent in its outlook though it is 45
years olcl. A lerrding ne\\/spaper rvhich possibly takes
the C.P.I. to be a mature organisation called its stand
on the Czechoslovak crisis "shameful'. The truth per-
haps is that the C.P.I. members are neither adolescent
nor freedom lovinB people brrt only hardhead,ed Com-
munists like their colleagues in the U.S.S.R. It is
therefore futile for good socialists like IvIr. Bose and
otliers to cxpect the C.P.I. to condemn U.S.S.R. for
u'hat it has done in Czechoslovakia. In any case we
mtrst tltauk i\lr. IJose for eclucating lttrbiic opittitttt ott
the rolc C.I'.L has plai'ed cltrring this crisis. 

A. A. D.

Freedon First '
(Contirued' lrom page 7)

rence between the two armies can be grasped even by
a child: the Nazis had put on the srvastikas themselves,
rvhereas these srvastikas were painted by our own
people, for reasons best known to them.

\Vhile on the subject of misconceptions, I cannot
refrain from mentioning something which concerns
me personally: the question of my highly esteemed
predecessor, Comrade Svestka. Comrade Svestka, as

we all know, was one of those loyal Czechoslovak
comrades who appealed to our loyal Soviet comrades
to overthrorv the loyal leadership of Comrade Dubcek,
to rvhom we are all loyal. What could be more straight-
forrvard than this? Yet Comrade Svestka's loyalty has
been rewarded in our country by abuse or, at best, by
silence.

Thanks to our Soviet friends we remain part of the
Socialist camp. Indeed, it is in our part of the Socialist
camp that most Socialist peaceful armed forces are

now concentrated-which means, as the great Marxist
military theoretician Frederick Engels pointed out in
1886, that we are now a Socialist concentration camp.

Our task today is to express, in unmistakable terms,
the feelings of gratitude which animate us all. The
Soviet Union has profiered us its helping hand-we
must return this gesture of friendship by giving them
our hand back (or the back of our hand, to use the
more colloquial Czech phrase). They have not drag-
ged their feet in coming to our aid-and we in turn must
give them the boot as soon as possible.

MOSCOW'S HAND IN INIDTA

Peter Sager

kt LPH Publicatiott--
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rev6al-ed the magnitude, motive and meaning. of
this propagandal 2lZ pbges, with 48 pages Art
illustrations.

Price: PaPerback : Rs. 10.00

Clothbound : Rs. 15.00

Aoail.able at all leading bookshops

r tr
Sole Distributors:

v,rNr rBil$Tllnrts
- Nerv Delhi - Madras - Calcutta

| ""-::

ll



With Many Voices
"The deep

I\'loans round with rnany voices, Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world,"

Communist government on the Russian model has

proved to be a return to medieval autocracy complete
ivith the inquisition and the torture chamber.

-1o Grimond, N{P., The GuardianWeeklg,
August 29.

In its
( Soviet
and only

relations with the llon-communist world it
Union) appears primarily as a great p6wer
incidentally as a communist power'

-Economic and Political Weekly, August 31.

A nation such as ours, s'hich allorvs itself to be
guided solcly by reason, rvill not perish'

-Alexander Dubcek, Tlrc Obsaruer, Sr:ptember l.

Registered No. MH 272

-Tenngson,

The Czechs face the fact that nothing reaily counts
against tanks.

-Economist (London), September 7.

Over 18,000 tanks, 1,000 planes and 6.5 lakh soldiers

-that rvas the force of occupation that was irnposed
upon the little country of Czechoslovakia.

-Asoka Mehta, lanata, September B.

"We rvaited for yotr six years (through World War II).
"!Ve were youl allies for 20 years.
"We rvill hate you for 1,000 years!"

-Posters in I'rague, U.5. Neuss &Worl.d. Repoft,
September 9.

Iirom rvhat I have seen of occupation in Czechoslo-
vakia, if tlris is defence of socialism, then slavery is
better.

-Sorna Nath Laliri, CPI leader of Bengal, The
Mail, September 9.

This talk of hawks and doves in Kremlin makes no
sense. In that league no dove ever gets to the top.

-U.S. Neu,s &World Repoft, September 16. .

Was Barry Goldrvater four years ahead of his time?
Every reading of the nation's temper suggests that he
was' 

-Time,september 20.

I c<-rnsicler it (the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia )
pul'e aggression of the sort that is defined in terms of
international law as a rvar crime.

-Jean-Paul Sartre, Tinrc, September 20.

One cannot suppress the yearning of nations for free-
tlom rvith tank divisions. Thought cannot be shot dead.

-Jan lrochazka, Frce Press ]ournal, September 20.

Rrrssia is tlrti inrllerialist pou,t,r' <lf the 90th centtrn,.

-Joirrr CLigg, t\trtrilu Bazur Pulrika, Septcmbcr' 20.

\iqlrl. is falling on Czc'c,hoslovitki:r. Rrrt. clarkness is
iriiLci.csL irr tlre rrrirul aull l,cat't oi' Sor ir'l iitrssi;.t.

-llrirrrk \lolirls. Ittrliutt Ii.rill.r',s,r. St'Ptcrrrlrcr: 21.

The crorvning ironl' of the situation is that Gennan
troops should lie maiching into Czechoslovak'ia under
Soviet acgis. What a u'orld onc rnight exclaim!

P. Dutt, National Llerakl, September 4'

A cynical undclstandiug betrvcen the trvo Great
Pou,ers does exist, whereby each may play the rogue
clephartt unopposccl s'ithin its orvtr spltere.

-Neto Statentwn, Septernber 6.

For tlre time being Soviet Russia's violence has
succeeded in suppressing the Czechoslovakian libert-
lization movement.

-C. llajagopalachari, Stoaruitltr., Septernber 7.

To the Editor,
Fnrnoorr Frnsr,
C/o Democratic l{esearch Servt<'e.

127, I\{ahatrna Gandhi Road,

Bonbay l.
Please cnrol. nrc us a sub.vcribct Jo Fttriuoorr Frnsr.

I remit llrc ouruol subscri1fiioir of Rs. 5.00

\clclrc,ss:

S i 1r r rrl rrrtr

Narue: .

ll. i..,rrli
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