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SOLZHENITSYN

A Voice from Across the Curtain

Below we feel privileged to publish extracts from a seven-thousand-word interview given to two Western
journalists early in September by Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the greatest of the Russian writers, in disregard of
all possible consequences. It comes as a breath of fresh air to a country where, without any excuse, the
intelligentsia, with rare exceptions, speak with a muted voice.

“F CANNOT accept that it is impossible to reverse

the disastrous course of history, that one human
soul with confidence in itself cannot influence the most
powerful force on earth.

‘It seems to me fully proved by the experience of
these last generations that only the inflexible human
soul—setting itself in the front line against aggressive
violence and, prepared for sacrifice and death, declar-
ing: “Not one step further"—can hope to defend its
personal peace and the universal peace of all mankind.’

‘Citizenship in our country is not an inalienable
natural right for every human being born on its soil.
it is a kind of coupon controlled by an exclusive clique
of people who have in no way proved, by anything
they have done, that they have a greater right to the
Russian soil, This clique can declare a citizen deprived
of his homeland if it does not approve of his con-

“victions. I leave it to you to find a word for such a

social structure.’

Of Andrei Amalrik, recently sentenced for the
second time to three years imprisonment: "For a long
time the true history of our country has not been re-
corded, has not been written, has not been exposed.
And then from a whole army of historians—from those
crowned with laurels, the venerable, the average. the
voung—one emerges who does not chew the common
cud, who does not wrap himself up in quotations from
the fathers of “advanced” teaching. He dares to give
an independent analysis of today’s social structure in
Russia and to predict the future—to say what may
happen to our country. And then, instead of analysing
his works and taking from them what is true and in a
practical sense useful, they put him in jail.

Of General Pyotr Grigorenko, now in a psychiatric
hospital for his dissident activities: “When from the

ranks of our glittering and decorated Generals this
lone Grigorenko appeared and was brave enough to
express his non-conformist view about the course of
the last war and about today’s Soviet society—a view
which was in fact entirely Marxist-Leninist—his
opinions were held to be symptoms of insanity.

‘In this country with its most advanced socialist
structure, there has not been for half a century a single
amnesty for political prisoners.’

‘Today, in many of the statements made about the
Soviet Union in the Western Press and by Western

(Continued on page 15)

IN THIS ISSUE

This issue of Freedom First is one of solidarity
with the Russian people and, in particular, the
intellectuals in their agony. The pride of place on
the front page is given to Solzhenitsyn, today’s
embodiment of resistance to totalitarian tyranny,
so that he may speak directly to our readers.

Just as the Kremlin is seeking to strangle the
voice of the intellectuals comes the first issue of
a new Samizdat journal, The Sower, from which
we carry an appeal for the formation of a liberal
opposition in the U.S.S.R.

The International P.E.N.’s protest against the
disgusting sentence on Amalrik is also to be found
in this issue.

Book Reviews and Art take up the rest of the
issue,
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