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CHILE AND INDIA

Dilip Chitre

N September 11, 1973 Salvador Allende took his

own life in his presidential palace stormed by
soldiers who had risen against his Marxist government.
To communist the world over, this was a shock not to
be forgotten soon. To uncommitted people in the less
developed countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America
it was the third eye-opening lesson of its kind in recent
times. For Allende followed the fate of Chana’s Kwame
Nkrumah and Indonesia’s Sukarmno who had made
similar attempts to convert a democracy into a leftist
dictatorship and — in the process — ruined the econo-
mies of the nations they headed.

Allende's fall in Chile also appeared to create un-
usual interest in New Delhi because insiders knew
that there were striking similarities between the
strategies, policies and plans of action followed in
Santiago between 1970 and 1973 and in New Delhi
since 1971, The result too, had many disturbing simi-
larities although India and Chile are hardly similar in
history, size and composition.

Robert Moss, a leader writer of The Economist, has
now produced a blow by blow account of what
happened in Chile under Allende, which should be
a highly instructive and relevant book to Indian
readers. Chile’s Marxist Experiment (David & Charles.
Holdings Ltd., UK. £ 4.50, pp. 225) is a book based
on the author’s five visits to Chile during which he
interviewed politicians of all shades, including right-
wing vigilantes and left-wing guerillas in Chile.

Moss is obviously aware of the controversial nature
of his subject. In his introduction he raises the basic
question: what did Allende die for? Allende’s well-
wishers claim that he was a martyr who bravely tried
to defend democracy against fascist conspirators.
Allende’s New Left critics believe that it took him a
fatally long time to realise that socialist revolutions
cannot be brought about peacefully. Moss knows that
he has reached some conclusions which “will not be
relished by those who persist in seeing Dr. Allende as
a benign social reformer who imagine that because he
was brought to power by a free election (though with
only 36 per cent of the electorate behind him ) he some-
how had the right to behave as he liked.”

He also demolishies the myth that the Chilean coup
was master-minded by Washington in spite of Inter-
national Telephone and Telegraph Corporation’s
abortive efforts in that direction. Moss says that Allende
was overthrown by the Generals as a result of “four
things: (i) the objective evidence that the Allende
government had plunged Chile into the worst social
and economic crisis in its modern history characterised
by a Weimar rate of inflation; (ii) the conviction that
the Marxist parties were aiming for nothing less than
the seizure of absolute power; (iii) the existence of a
clear popular mandate for military intervention, de-
monstrated by the declarations of the Supreme Court,
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