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CHILE AND INDIA 
...::... Dilip Chi t rc 

o~ Scptcmbt~r 11, 197:3 Sal\'ador Allende took his 
own life in his presidential palace stormed b y 

~ soldiers who had risen a~ninst his ~farxist government. 
To communist the world over. this was a shock not to 
he forgotten soon. To uncommitted people in the less 
developed countries of .\sin, Africa and Latin America 
it wa-. the third ere-opening les~on of its kind in recent 
times. For Allende folio" ed the fate of Ghana's Kwame 
:\J.:rumah and Tndon('sia\ Sukarno who l1ad made 
similar attempts to c·om <.·rt a dt>mO<>racy into a leftist 
dic:tatorship .tnd - 111 the proc·cs~ - ruined the econo­
mie' of tht' nation., the} ht•aded. 

o\llende'l> fall in Chih• also appeared to create un­
usual interc>st in '<.'\\ Delhi h<•cause insiders l.."'lew 
that there ''ere stril..ing simibrities between the 
strategies. policies and plans of action followed in 
Santiago between 1970 and 1973 and in Kew Delhi 
since 1971. The result loo, had many disturbing simi­
larities although l ndia and Chile are hardly similar in 
history, size un<l composition. 

Robert J\1l oss, n leader writer of The Eco11omist, has 
now procl uc<.'<i a blow by blow account of wh at 

= h appened in Chile under Allende, which sh ould be 
a h ighly instructive and relevant book to fndian 
readl'rs. Chile's Marxist Experiment (David & Charles. 
Holding11 Ltd .. U.K . .£. -U50. pp. 225) is a book based 
on the author':. five visits to Chile dming which he 
intt'rviewed politicians of ;\II !>hades, including right­
wing vigilantes and left-wing guerillas in Chile. 

\ l oss h ohviousl) a\\ are of the controversial nature 
of his suhj<.·<.·l. In his introduction he raises the basic 
question: ''hat did Allende die for? Allende's well­
,,;.,hcn; claim that he "as a martyr who bravely tried 
to defend democrac~ against fascist conspirator!>. 
Allende':. ~t'" Left critic.s believe that it took him a 
fatally long time lo realise that socialist revolutions 
<:annot b<> hrought about peacefully. ~foss knows that 
he has reached som<' conclusions which "will not be 
relished h> those who 1wrsist in seeing Dr. Allende as 
a benign social rcfom1er "ho imagine that because he 
was brou~ht to power hy a free election (though with 
only 36 per c{'nt of the electorate behind him) he !'OmC'­
how had the right lo behnve ns he liked."' 

lil• also dl.:llloli:-.lll'S lllC m)th that the Chilean coup 
was master-minded by Wnshington in spite of Inter ­
national Tc)pphow• nnd Telegraph Corporation's 
nbortive c!fOI'ts iu th<tl direction. Moss says that Allende 
was O\crthnl\\ 11 hy till' Generals us a result of .. four 
things: ( i ) tl1e objt>cti\'<.> eddence that the Allende 
govemmt.'nl l1ad plunged Chile into the worst social 
and ec·onomk c:risis in its modern history characterised 
by a \\ eimar rntt• of infiation; ( ii) the comiction that 
the Marxi~t pnrti<' "er<> aiming for nothing less than 
the seizure of ahsolutt• power: (iii) the ex-istence of a 
clear popular mandate for military intervention. de­
monstrntcd h' tht cledarations of the Supreme Court. 
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When Salvador Allende wa~ declared the 
first frc.><'ly dcctt•d Marxist President. the 
\\'Orld watched with intere~t this experiment. 
Vlhnt lessons do the failure of Allende's 
Marxist oxp,•rimcnt hold to those who pursue 
polioies that ignore reality? Well known w riter, 
Dilip C hitrC', in his review article discusses 
the latt•st hook of Hobert Moss- Chile's 
Marxist /Experiment and analyses the sin1ila­
riti£':-. and the differcnc<'s between the situation 
in Chil1.• <lnd India. 

TI1e Asintk· Society of Rombay houses some 
of tht• most predou~ books. Geeta D octor 
write~ about hl'r imprt.'ssions of this ancient 
lihra~. 

11w orittinnl lefti<;t theory propounded by 
Karl \farx is nO\\ quite in the background 
with the cnwrgl·uce of th<. :\ew Left. ArYind 
A. Deshpande revie\\S Ayn Rand's book The 
.\'ew Left and discusses the future of similar 
groups in India. 

Ho\\ frl't' i' tht> 'free press' in India? Our 
new t'Ontribntor, C. K. Kolanjiyil eAl?lains in 
his artkh>. 



CHOSTS AT THE ASIATIC
Geeta Doctor

qOI\lE l'oonts, like some people, have about them au
xJ aura of malevolence tlrrrt is so pervasive, that in
spite of being the rnost innocuous of places, or the rnost
innocent of human beings, one cannot help but fee!
that thel' have in them some hidden facultl' for evil
u,hich his only to be tapped for it to spring out un-
checked. Such a room there is at the Asitrtic Society
of Bombay.

One does not have to be superstitious to feel that
there is sorne hidden drama lurking at the Asiatic. It
is there for anyone rvho visits the building, to see.
Once occupying the pride of place as the Tou'n Hall
of Bombay with its vast expanse of steps across which
the elite of the British Rai must have stepped to dance
at a ball or attend a Durbar, the building is norv a
market place of sundry activities. Vagrants lie across
the steps and in the grand assembly .hall where one
ma), still admire the fluted pillars, with their gildecl
decorations, rvhich are done we are told, in the Corin-
thian style, newspapers from different parts of the
country flutter dispiritedly from the massive reading
boards on which they have been transffxed to allorv
the public at large to study. If anyone notices the un-
usually high, wide ceiling which forms a perfect oval,
it must only be the pigeons who with a true proleta-
rian fervour have started a ceiling-grab rnovernent
which the authorities are barely able to contain.

To the left of the main hall, one can see a vast assort-
ment of statues, and beyond them the Asiatic Society
proper which must house one of the oldest and most
vast collections of books in Asia. But properly to
savour the full flavour of the Asiatic, one must use the
side entrance through the porch on the North sidd of
the btrilcling, lvhich leads first into thc: r'aults of tlre'
Govemment Stamp Office. It is dark inside and only
the gleaming bayonet tips of the guards betriry the
importance of the oftce. The police are in various
degrees of somnolence. Some of them are really asleep
wearing only their blue and white striped underwear,
rvhile their companions on duty have solidifted into
attitudes of alertness.. Only their guns appear real.

Fronr here one passes on to a large semi-circular
charnber along rvhose lvalls two winding staircases
curve theil\r'ay up. Cradled in between sits the mas-
sivc statue of Jagannath Shankarshett. rvhich exterrds
ahtrost half*,ay up the height of the staircases. A sky'-
light high abovc. the second foorthrolvs dorvn a bearu
that rnakes the marble stand orrt .*,'1111 111r.jestic as'frrll-
ness in the nridst of the surrouncling gloonr. Ther.c is
rr piotrs gash of vemrilion paintcd across his foreheacl,
as it rnrrst have been in life, urd his pupils too have

o

becn painted blac.li so that they start out of the uralble
s'itlr ir firecl unsettling stare. In the durgeons of
Hiunlet's castle at Elsinole, therc is tt sin-rilnr figure, a
giant called Olgel Dansk, rvho can alu'ays be counted
ou (according to legend) to u'alk out of the castle and
save Denmark lvhen it is in danger. Jagannath
Shankershett seerns to be rv:riting in a siurilrrr itate of
prepareclness and one is always a little apprehensive
that one might one day bump into his awesome ffgure
in its 

-magnificent brocaded gowlt, just a-s bcr is step-
ping dorvn frorr-r his pedestal.

Curious '
If on the other hancl, Jagannath Shankershett

instead of stepping down, should look up, he would
see directly above hirr on the landing in front, an
equally massive statue of the first Sir Jamsetji Jiiibhoy,
rvho despite the skill of his sculptor l\{arochetti, who
has lavished attention on his tasselled gown and curv-
ing slippers appears to have a physiognomy that is
nlore notable for its expression of bad temper than for
its philanthrophy. Has his expression soured from
watching the mixed company in front of him we
u'oncler, for certainly with Charles Norris of the East
India Company lounging casually in a Rornan toga at
his right to Stephen Babington with his curly iocla
arranged in Byronic disarray sitting engrossed forever
in a manuscript at his left, the collection of marble
personages is as cnrious as it is mlxed.

The spaeious landing rvas fiom the ffrst planned
to quote a source, "for the reception of statues of the
lvlarquis of Comwallis NIr. Pitt and other Monuments
of llritish :\rt s'hiclr prrbli<: gr.irtitrrclc rnav ltrinq to
llonrbnl'''. The successive generations of governors and
goodrnen obviotrsly enjoyed being'transformed into
ruronrrments of British Art, for the sculptors, of lvhorl
Chantry is the favourite, always appear to have pro-
vicled them rvith noble foreheads and splendid robes
trimmed rvith ermine and ffxed into place with nredals,
ribbons, and yarcls of sashes. Books and scrolls are
used as props, for an elegantly stockinged foot to rest
against or to hold up the volumnimous folds of a cape.
\Ioustuart Elphinstone is provided u'ith both, his foot
rests against a pile of books, rvhile his arrns are folded
rrp in ir theatrical gesture, clutclting at a scroll. One
longs to t*ell the poor ntan that he nray put his arrns
dorvn,'bulone pl'esulues tlrat b1, norv it must ltave be-
cornc something of a lrabit.

Art rather than accrrnrcy \t'as apparently the criterion
ltc,lrirrd tlre sculptrrles ancl r..'r-' hc'x. of anotl.rer statue of
the \'lirrquis of Conrrvallis ulriclr is unfortunirtelv not
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at the Asiatic, v'hich shou'ed him stauding suppoltecl
b1' trvo fenrale ffgures, one l'epresenting Wisdom and
the other Integrity'. \\/hile the \{arquis Of Wellesley
r'.'ab dbpicted rve are told "presenting a bracelet to an
athletic N{aratha se.po,v, rvhile a fernale figure hovered
in the background. To balance the group a lion and
lioness \\/ere used as decorative accessories."

Wlrether the public was e\:er grateful for having to
collect the generous amounts necessary to.pay for these
marble concoctions is a debatable. matter, for our
informant tells us "The bust in the meeting room is
by Mcdorvell and if it had still remained in its packing
case it could hardly have been rnuch of a loss to
Bombay." While the bust of Sir James Rivert Carnac,
who rvas Governor of Bornbay arrived it appears in
1846 and u'as left in its packing case for three I'ears
before someone discovered him and set him up on his
pedestal next to Frere.

, Apparently he was not so .popular as Jonathan
Duncan who rvas C,overnor of Bombay for sixty-six
years rvhich must have been something of a record and
u,hen he ffnally died in l8ll, another Englishman
(actually a Scotsman) Charles Forbes prophesied,
"thousands of happy mothers in succeeding years
u'hile caressing their infant daughters rvill bless the
narne of Duncan," for he had been instrunental in
putting a stop to the practice of female infanticide.
Charles Forbes himself, s'ho is hailed as "a disinte-
rested benefactor and the tried and tested friend of
India" is given a full length statue all to himself, but
for some odd reason he has been placed in solitary con-
ffnerhent in a room at the south end of the building.

His only consolation could be that if he is shunned
by human beings, he is neglected by the pigeons too,
rvho are slorvly taking over the rest of the building.
One rving of the Iibrary has a permanent shroud of
jute hanging from the ceiling like a dirty brorvn cloud
to protect the books and the learned heads of those
who might be using thern, from pigeon droppings. It
is through this that one must past into the sanctus
sanctomnr of the Asiatic, the C)riental Reserrch Room,
rvhose very appearance s'ith its suggestion rtf age itnd
esoteric learning, is liable to strike arve into the minds
of those s'ho rnight accidentally stray irrto its sacrecl
precincts.

Stillness

On one occasion, having requested the librar;r to
provide me u'ith a table at s'hich I could sit dorvn to
do a spot of serious study, I found that I s'as assigned
to the room of Oriental studies. Every morning I
rvould pass under the cloud of pigeon droppings and
sit down at my table. There rl'as perfect silence. Row
upolr r'o\v of books stoocl upon the darkened shelves.
There s'tts not a friendly face autong them. They stoocl
in theil shabby coats of black and brown rvith an

Freedont First

occasional poisonous gl'een, sporting a grim plicle
that they had been produced in the da1's u'hen the
contents of a book \{'ere givelt urore importance than
the cbl'er. There rvere nine.shelves from the foor to
the ffrst floor ledge along rvhich ran a balcony from
rvhere one could have access to another six or seven
shelves. The balcony was supported by bearns rvhich
temrinatecl in small lion lteads, so tlrat q'herever one

C ARE FOR MY CUOTCE ?

looked one could see black glimacing faces staring
dou'n. Not a person came in, though the adjoining
tables had names marked on them, the occupants
seemed to have erpired or vanished long ago. Not a
mote of dust, that had settled rvith grave dignity over
the ancient books, stirred, and only an occasional
pigeon from the adioining room rvotrld iolt the stillness
rvith an eerie gurgle.

In such an atmosphere it rvould be interesting to
note that the third book on the third row jurnped out
at me iust as the clock struck three, or that Sir Bartle
Frere stepped off frorn his pedestal in the adjoining
hall ancl inquirecl frostily s'hat I 'w'as doing sitting in

(Conlirutecl on poge 4)



THE NEW LEF'T
A |ourney from Ignorance to Cocksure Ignorance

Arvind A. Deshpande

T is not easy to attempt a critique or an evaluation
of "The Nerv Left" either here or abroad. There

have, of course, been notable efforts and any serious
student of affairs can go back to the excellent book of
Cranston.a Ayn Rand's The Neu Left does also help
a great deal in understanding the New Left in Ame-
rica. She, of course, thinks that there is nothing new
about the New Left and considers it a tribal conven-
tional irrationality without any serious philosophical
foundations. She is no doubt a brilliant and forceful
rvriter and at a certain level of understanding she
c.ould give a great deal of rnaterial and ideas to those
rvho rvish to fight ideas with better ideas. In a way
she is a fundamentalist and to that extent very un-
compromising in her ffght against any kind of collec-
tivist or totalitarian thought. She may exaggerate at
nrany places but that is only to put things in sharp
focus.

Re-inaigomation

In some ways, the New Left is simply a re-invigoura-
tion of traditional Marxist doctrine - a return to the
fathers, as a leading Swedish socialist recently said,
but in rnany respects it differs significantly from the
old *lVorkers-of-the-World-Unite" brand of lvlarxism,
indeed at many places there is a distinct and noticeable
anti-Marxist strain in the questioning of industrial
growth and opposition to centralised authority. What
rve have to note here is that the New Left provides a

sirnpler and more emotionally appealing faith than old
Marxist dogma. There is nothing to shorv or @nvince
that it s'ill s'olk btrt it rvorrld be un'w'ise to rrnderesti-
nrate the po\\'er of its attraction, particularly for the
middle and upper class youth. We are rvitnessing,
thanks to a phenomenal increase in higher education,
the creation of a large nerv intellectual class every-
rvhere in the rvorld, many of whose members feel
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his favourite place. Nothing of that sort happened.
After spending ten days speculating as to what rvould
happen if someone rvere "to do rne in" one afternoon
in the room for Oliental Studies, aud deciding that if
'so nry body rvouM decnmpose and settle Int another
la1's. .6 ftne dtrst trefore anvone noticed, I nodded iry
a friendly fashion at all the other ghosts and rvalked
orrt into the bright sunshine.

4

alienated from the old rniddle class culture and values.
Nliss Rand's book should provide food for thought to
the Anrerican youth, but how far will she be popular
rvith the youth in Europe or Asia or Africa is not very
clear. It would be a pity if she does not capture the
imagination of the youth outside the ,United States
because the free enterprise system has been so deeply
ingrained in the American ethos that there seems little
prospect of a formidable "left" developing in the
United States in the near future. What is to be viewed
with concern is the fact that the United States may ,
become an island surrounded by a vast i'leftist" sea.
It is also a little disconcerting to think that in a few
years from norv, Miss Rand and others will not be
dealing with Willy Brandts or Harold Wilsons but
a different kind of socialist like Wolfgang Roth.

In Europe, the attraction of the new left or a new
kind of radical socialism comes from a very guilty or
uneasy conscience about being surrounded by a vast
sea of poor people. In some cases a swing to the "left'
may lead to the rise of or gains for Liberal and centrist
parties but one cannot predict that they would become
a formidable third force. Ilre dilemma in Europe or
even in Japan is real. It is not a question of only fight-
ing ideas with better ideas but of ftnding concrete
solutions to inflation, environmental pollution, youth
alienation and growing poverty in the under-developed
world. It seems inevitable though sad that the socialists
in Europe, as a response to the emotional appeal of
the new left ideas rvill start moving still further ':left'
because it is more diftcult to ftnd quick and effective .

solutions to many of these problems. New power
<rcpations irre also rnaking it clifficult for the derno-
cratic socitrlists and the democratic free enterprisers
to pull together as they did after the Second World
War'. Each socialist party in urope is now having a
radical wiug within itself which constAntly pressurises
it to move torvards the extreme "left". The ideal of
equality of opporttrnity will slorvly degenerate into
ideal of distribution of auailnble mat€rial goods and
also in lowering the overall quality of life and
standards. There are already signs of this in the field
of education where, as in Srveden in England, there
are demands for reducing the status and quality of
wellknown Universities like Oxford and Cambridge,
and also for Govelnment taking over the B.B.C. and
other autonomous establishments. What would actually
result in practice u'ill be a progressive loss of personal
freeclorn and quality because those lvho mle, as the
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Russian cxperience shows, can ahvays be depended
rrpon to presene special privileges for themselves.

Staggering Problems

The problems rvhich we in India face are still more
staggering. I cannot claim to know all the New Left
organisations and people here but one can safely say
that even if they come to rule this country, nothing
may improve. For one thing, rve have burnt our boats
by increasing our population to such an extent that
all ideological talk seems totally irrelevant to solve the
real problems. Our response to the first signs of mate-
rial progress has been an explosion in numbers thus
decreasing and degrading rvhatever standards we had
and there is every chance that the quantum of goods
and services will decrease as a result of continuing
anarchic and confused economic policies.

A lot has been r,r'ritten about the New Left of the
East, namely, the Naxalites. The Bengali intellectual
consciousness normally centres round Calcutta and
sonffnes itself to cultural fields and political romantic-
ism. Even ordinary land reforms have not been irnple-
mented in Bengal and the Calcutta-centred intellectual
elite u'ould not even bother to protest for years on
end. Their consciousness centres round cultural Cal-
cutta and the next point is Delhi and then London,
Neq/ York and so on. The world just outside Calcutta
hardly exists for them and it needs N{ao to remind
them about the poor state of peasantry. Their poor
citizenship and civic consciousness is also shown by
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the sad state of affairs of the Calcutta Niunicipal Cor-
poration. What and which world revolution these
people will bring about when they cannot even
manage municipal affairs or are insensitive to the
miseries of their own state? Romanticism and terrorism
were never the strong points of their Chinese mentors.

There are some representative groups here in
Maharashtra. I have already rvritten about the Dalit
Pantlers. The Panthers have suddenly grown very
quiet and they seem to be in the process of making
an agonising choice betrveen ideology and welfare or
betu'een an autonomous identity and the promotion
of welfare of a whole people.

The other group khich is not Marxist but still to
the "left-of-centre" is the Yuvuk Kranti Dal. They cer-
tainly have very strong roots in the soil and are con-
centrating on the removal of social injustice. They
have not really had.much time to think of the econo-
mic aspect. The;' de talk of socialism in a vague way
but most of it sounds like a pure declaration of faith.
They have a strong dislike for totalitarian methods
and ideologies. They have a bright future if they
restrict themselves initially to reforming the educa-
tional system and the social structure. There is a rather
sad lack of method and organisation in their tvorking.
Only a measure of rnethodical work and discipline will
help them gain ground here. On economic matters
they need to do a lot of thinking and leam to differen-
tiate between feudal tendencies and modem robust
individualism.



Freedom First

There is another group of the new left which calls
itself Marxist and claims that it supports the C.P.I. and
the C.P.lvI. on merits. This is a group of serious-minded
young men and women who bring out a montlly called
"N4agova". They too suffer from the usual feeling of
alienation and there is a suggestion of upper caste
condescension in all their writings. Marx is supposed
to have commented upon the idiocy of village life in
India. In their heart of hearts, all communists here
except some C.P.M. people perhaps, including these
young men and women, agree with this condescending
evaluation. N4aybe an Indian villager is as bad as they
think but that does not help matte.rs in any u'ay. In
any case, this group hardly has any roots here and is
quite naive on social matters. One of them rvho is a
bit of a creative lvriter recently pompously claimed
that she saw the face of poverty after she came to
Bombay, following a long stay in Delhi, where
presumably there are no pool people. Then she went
on to claim that at that time she was introduced to
Marx and that opened up a new meaning of life for
her. One is a littlc weary of such persons and claims
because this attitude is no different from the attitude
of a person who says that she or he found the meaning
of life after meeting Acharya Rajnish or some other
Guru or Maharaj. This is a iourney from ignorance to
cocksure ignorance.

It is also a little sad and almost sickening to see a
lack of freshness in their approach or language. Their
recent evaluation of the Bihar and Guiarat agitations
reveals a lack of understanding. It is indeed sickening
to see yollng men and women referring to Mr. Jaya-
prakash Narayan as a cultural-freedomq'alla. The
least one expects from young men and women is a

fresh approach and language and not parrot-like repe-
tition of age old propaganda. In any case, this goup
has neither roots nor much of a following. One can
only plead for a more empirical outlook. It might be
more helpful for them if they read the book by Philip
Spratt (who incidentally came to India to establish the
Corrrrrrurrist Party here) Hindu Culture antl Perso-
nolity ratlter than endlessly quote Marx and Lenin all
the time. One sadly looks for young men and women
who will have more genuine understanding and com-
passion for the poor here than such upper class and
caste rootless and alienated existence. Obviously Ayn
Rand will not be even read by these groups here.
We have to look out for young men and women who
will convince their peers about the need to do some-
thing here and now and help mitigate the misery in
which our people have been wallowing for a thousand
years or more ratber than teach Marx. Probably they
would sooner read Marx than think - in fact they do
so. God bless.therr a+d Indbll

a The New Leltr Anti-Industrial Revolution by Ayn Rand.
(Signet Ptrblication, U.S.A., Rs. 9/-).
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FREEDOM: TO PUtsLISH OR TO PRINT
G. K. Kolanjiyil

rnHE noted French u"riter "Jean Francois Revel"
I wrote: ''Ihe decay of Frlnch T. V. has been
compounded by the censorship imposed by De Gaulle
and the self-censorship of those chosen to run the net-
work without rocking the boat. On television, nervs
and information generally are commodities as carefully
rationed as butter was during the war and the reason
for the rationing is the fear of news, the fear of truth,
the fear of ideas. How can a nation's culture fail to
decay in such circumstanc.es?".

Substitute the word French with Indian, add Radio
and Press to T.V., u'e have a true depiction of the
communication media in today's India (the motto

' 'Sa$ameva Jayate" notwithstanding). By courtesy
Mr. Masani, we have even an Indian De Gaulle now.

Let those who raise their eyebrows at bracketing
our 'free Press' with the captive Radio compare the
pa(es of the free Press of today (especially during
the railway strike) with those five years ago before
the Government had threatened "to ffx the Press barons
within ffve minutes", before the Government had
started h*g*g the Damoclean sword of the Press
Difiusion Bill over their heads. It will be quite a rele-
vation if our national dailies start publishing exhacts
frmr their pre-1968 editions in lieu of their present
'100 years ago' columns.

Our Dignitg

The press in India now is free, as free as the Russian
in the oft quoted joke. They are free to expose the
misdeeds and the corruption of Agnew and to pillory
Nixon. But when it comes to our own President, they
follow "the well established and healthy journalistic
convention in the counhy whereby the President of
In&a is beyond the reach of criticism and particularh'
such as would tend to derogate from the dignity of
his ofice." (Statevnan) Hence, the attack of our
national press iswisd conffned to the lower echelons,
preferably of the State Governments.

When'tricky Dick's" secret barnbing of Cambodia
is uncovered, what an uprcar it makes in our national
press? But when a Bangladesh author (S. M. Ali)
divulges that Indian forces were operating in the

Chittagong hill tracts, after they were all supposed
to have been withdrawn from Bangladesh, one of our
veteran iournalists (Mr. Aiit Bhattacharya) tries to
'explain it arvay, "But as so often happens, the presence

of Indian soldiers in the area was kept secret." The
news is worth no further follow-up and cornments.

Not long ago, one of our senior iournalists ( lr{r'.

Inder Malhotra) was thundering on the editorial page
of my morning paper against C.I.A. and its dirty
tricks in overthrowing foreign Governments. But on
the samo page, little dou,rr below (reportedly by the
same iournalistl ), there was a rather innocuous refer-
euce to the Kidrvai-Nehru masterminded "revolution
in Nepal which overthrerv the autocratic rule of the
Banas". The disclosure, of course, came safely after
twenty-two years. And the commentator had not
noticed the hypocrisy involved.

When the dairy industry or I.T.T. contributes to
Nixont election funds, the Indian Press runs accounts
of the transactions with details to the last cent. But
about the Maurice Stans of Indian politics, suddenly
a vag;ueness, an ambiguity creeps into the news cover-
age as also the comments. No embarrassing specifics,
no details. Corruption is condemned. Then who does
applaud corruption?

Chanchal Sarkar says that Govemment's Press
Information Bureau is highly satisfted with our Tree
Press'for ninety to ninety-ffve per cent of what it puts
out ffnds its way into the papers, As |ames Cameron
observes with Neur Statesman; "The Indian Press
occasionally professes to cpmbat pressure from Gor-
ernment which is most quixotic since it is a processing
plant for handouts and the handouts here for con-
voluted obfuscation have to be seen to be believed,"
And he had rvritten this before the railway strike.

When Anthony Lervis reports from Hanoi, our free
press covers the stories with glee, with a sense of pro'
fessional aclrievement and comradice. But when a
fellow journalist on the Economic and. PoliticalWeeklg
on the way to troubled Sikkim is made to disembark
from the plane, there is not even a muted protest from
orrr eclitors or u'orking iournalists.

"The Times will continue to seek and publish pertin'
ent, essential information from every source rather
than restrict itself and its readers to ofrcial Il.S.
Govornment statements". But that is the policy of
The New York Times, not to their namesakes in India.
The New York Times and Washington Post may
challenge their administration in the highest courts of
larv against 'prior restraints' on publimtion of top
secret Pentagon Papers in the interest of the peoplet
right to be informed. But our free Press does not mako
censorship of news on even language riots an issue.

They don t mind even if telegraph authorities are given

thc right to decide rvhether to transmit a message or

uoL Their legal battles rvill bc couftned to their funda-
rnental righi to use 'an unlimited quantity of nervs-



Freedom First

print'. Here, the issue is not freedom to publish, burt
the freedom to print.

Cheated

Apparently, it is not for the uulimited spread of
Government handouts that Palkhivala has argued and
the Supreme Court has granted special treatment for
the Press in the matter of their raw rnaterial utilisation.
While delivering judgement on the Newspapers (Price
& Page) Act, lr{r. Justice Ray had given the rationale
"Freedom of Press is part of the freedom of speech and
expression". "The iaith of a citizen", he added, "is that
critical rvisdom and virtue will sustain themselves in
the free market of ideas so long as the channels of
communications are left open'. But the channels of
communication have got only further clogged after
the Court judgement. The citizens who have rejoiced
with the national newspapers in the suc'cessful out-
come of their court battle are left cheated. When the
Government cuts the newsprint quota and S.T.C.
bungles supplies, the ffrst defence impulse of the
frightened free Press is to propitiate the Government
by giving more coverage at the cost of the opposition.
No wonder the Government has found it advantageous
to reduce the newsprint quota still further.

The national newspapers - I mean those who won
their fundamental right to publisli more than ten
pages - claim that they are the champions of all
manner of freedom in this country. Yet it has been the
smaller papers who have continued to uphold the
citizens'r{ght to be informed, especially of the Govem-
ment's misdeeds or the moral lapses of those in autho-
rity, It $'as not a national paper rvhich lvas conffscated
for publishing the points of view of the harassed t. K.
Sukla or Dr. Ranade. It was not in any of the national
dailies that the Kittur episode was ffrst published. The
national press is too heavily weighed with its 'respon-
sibility' to do this sort of 'muck-rakingi. They have
conveniently mistaken sobriety for senility and respon-
sibilitv for lethargy. Of course, it is a pleasure to belong
to the profession of Jack Anderson.

The smaller paper can be free as they ale respon-
sible only for getting newsprint quota for themselves
but the national dailies have the added responsibility
of getting industrial licences for their proprietors. And
yet they try to create an impression &at Press free-
dom is lost once the ownership of newspapers is de-
linked frorn industrial houses. This linking of owner-
ship of Press with industrial houses (with so many
licences to get and so many skeletons to hide) leaves
our national papers at the mercy of the Govemment.
Though the Government's motives in cultivating the
small newspapers are suspect, tfe idea is not as out-
ragioui as our national dailies make out. After all "the
right conclusions are more likely to be drawn out of
a multitude of tongrres than through at y kind of

I
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authoritative selection" (however eminent the few
editors of our national dailies may be).

Couurdlg Alibi

More than the pontificial editorials lvhat interests
the readers is nervs. Our natiorral Press has got difier-
ent notions. Wl-ren the newsprint is cut, it is the ncws
and not the editorials and supplements which are the
first casualty. tr4inisterial speeches stuffed with
cliches and platitucles occupy what little space is left
for news. What is more, a keenness to toe the official
line and not to step on the Government's corns even
by aecident lras resulted in distortion of nervs presenta-
tion.'National interest' or'public interest' is developed
as a corvardly alibi for the cover up of the Govern-
ment. The young men rotting in iails in their thousands
ever awaiting trials don't make news for,the national
press, of course in the'public interests'. The end itsti-
ffes the means.

The railway strike - "the holding of the public to
ran3orn" (the most repeated expression of our editoria!
rvriters rvhile con-rmenting on any agitation by rvork-
ers ) - was judged to be harmful to the nation. The
strike, therefore, has to be broken. Hence, Mr. Berry's

Good Roads do most to
develop the country and

CONCRETE
ROADS
ARE BES
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statements on 'normalcy', 'near normalcy' are fashed
on the front page. To verify the clairns and counter-
claims and to meet the publiis right to know the truth
needs a stronger rvill and a higher purpose. Besides,
the cost of newsprint has gone up. One should, at least,
economise on the c.ost of nervs gathering. And the
P.I.B. is there to oblige. But in the process, rvhat little
credibility they had u'as damaged beyond repair.

"If a Government repeatedly resorts to lies in crisis,
when Iies seem to selve its interests better, it will one
day be unable to employ the tmth efiectively when
tmth rvould sen'e its interests best." This applies to the
free Press of India rvhich has colluded with the Gov-
ernment in suppressing and doctoring nervs for short
term self-interests.

The day is not far off rvhen foreigners will scan
Indian papers for the GovernmenCs views just as they
scan Praada or Peopled Daily or AI Ahram.

Duties And Responsibilities

A Jack Anderson of the Indian Press has tried in
Imprint to defend this performance in toeing the
Government line at the cost of their duty to inform
the readers. "One criticism that the Western Press
made against Indian newspapers at that time was that
they covered up the active help India 'rvas giving to
the Mukti Bahini. Somd quarters went to the extent of
suspecting an Indian Government .directive not to
publish anything on the subject. An American journal-
ist asked me whether we had any orders. I told him
that there was not even the faintest hint from the
Government about what to 'write and what not. In
matters afiecting the national interest, the Press
needed no one's advice, ne\4'spaperrnen sensed them
and went along. A country which was in bondage not
long ago had to be extra vigilant about its security and
independence. The Arnerican journalist saw the point
when I said that there was a difierence in approach
between the Press of a developing country and that
of a developed country, of a fledgling nation and of
a super power. The American Press itself had kept the
Bay of Pigs operation secret r.rntil it rvas all over."

What Kuldip Nayar has been justifying is the self-
censorship in the Indian Press in the 'hational
interests". If this is the attitude of the Press, why
should any Govemment introduce censorship at all and
damage the good name of the 'largest democracy'?
(stfll an aid getter!) ......

Kuldip Nayar quotes, the "Bay of Pigs Crisis" as

an apologia. But he has failed to quote what Kennedy
told the then-Editor of Neu lork Times, "If you had
printed more about the operation, you would have
saved us from a colossal mistake". Again, Arthur M.
Schleisinger, the-then White House aide and historian,
said, "I have wondered whether if the Press had
behaved irresponsibly it would not have saved the
country from a disaster." In the words of Justice Black
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(rvho ruled in favour of the Press in the Pentagon
Papers trial): "Only a free and unrestrained Press can
effectively expose deception in Government. And
paramount among the responsibilities of a free Fress
is the duty to prevent any part of the Government
from deceiving the people and sending them ofi to
distant lands to die of foreign fevers and foreign shot.
In my vierv, far frorn deserving condemnation for their
courageous reporting, the New York Times, the
Wasltington Posf and other nervspap€rs should be
conrmended."

Furthefing N qtiorul lnterest
If the public really rvere informed about the India-

China border situation and the growing diplomatic
rupture rvith China, perhaps the country rvould have
been better prepared and the 1962 debacle could have
been averted. But then the Press went along in further-
ing the national interest as seen through Nehrut look-
ing glass, and perpetuated the 'Great Illusiort' as D. R.
Mankekar terms it with the benefft of hindsight.
Incidentally, if I remember correct, it rvas James
Cameron lvho wamed India of China's intrusions iri
the North a few years before the 1962 war.

The foreign correspondents of the Indian Press are
the worst offenders in this respect. Any support to
Government from abroad is played up, any praise
from any quarter whatever be the quarter is displayed.
But any critical comments and unfavourable develop-
ments are always underplayed or heavily doctored
with motives attributed to the critics. Thus, instead of
informing, they misinform the citizens, the real deci-
sion makers in a democracy. Instead of enabling them
to formulate foreign policy, they disable them by mis-
information.

The conf.ict between the Governnrent and the hess
in the U.S.A. is portrayed as a conflict over the right
"to set the agenda of the nationt actions." Our national
Press has conceded this right to the Government
without even a minor skirmish. The Government's
carrot and stick policy seems to have worked wonders.
The Press who thunders aqainst corruption in public
places sccnrs to be surv'eying the corruption scene
rvith a telescope. Naturally, they never see the corrup-
tion in their own rauks. In fact, 'spotlight' offers on
the radio, trips abroad (with all attendent beneffts),
subsidised quarters and costly dinners and gifts have
proved their usefulness as baits.

Freedom of the Press is only one of the many free-
doms enjoyed in a free society. Its survival is linked
intimately with the survival of other freedoms. At
least in self-interest, if not in the interests of demo-
cratic freedoms the Press is e4rected to function as
the watchdog of individual liberty. That is the rationale
of their claiming special privilege frorn the society.
Ilut has our Indian press lived up to these expccta-
tions?



Reoiews
A IilIXED BAG

Neus Writing in lrulia: edited by Adil Jussarvalla
(Penguin Books, pp. 320, Rs. 9).

ERCULES' tbirteenth labour might well haverr been to compile an anthology which rvas not only
exhaustive but would also please everybody. Success
in anthologising hinges on realising that it, like poli-
tics, is the art of the possible. To condense in 320
pages all rvorthwhile new Indian writing is obviously
impossible. A more realistic goal would be to stirnulatc
rather than to exhaust. To whet the reader's appetite
by providing him with a taste of this and that, rather
than to cram down his throat a banquet consisting of
every concrivable dish. In this respect Neu Writin4
in lndia is very uneven. One wants to read more of
half the writers represented here, but at the same
time one wonders rvhy the other half were included
at all, they are so impossibly pretentious.

The general tone of the collection is aggressively
intellectual. It fairly shouts, "If you wear a khadi kurta,
kolhapuri chappals, and don't know any Indian
languages, you must read me." Still, however egghead,
it's tlle only one of its kiDd. So Jussawalla deserves
praise for giving us easy access to works where pre-
viously there was none - although now Oxford Univer-
sity Press's "New Drama from India" and Orient
Longman's "Sangam" series both provide modern
Indian literature in English.

Pleading shortage of space, Jussawalla has .:hoseu
not only to exclude "the better-known English-
language writers . . . because most of their lvork is
available in the West" but also to cover only "the last
ten years rather than the twenty-ffve after Indqrend-
ence". Surely less perverse way of coping with the
problem of space would have been to be far more
rigorous in selection. Removing these self-imposed
restrictions regarding authors and time-span would
have widened the area of selection and, hopefully,
improved the quality. For instance, the first third of
the collection covers v/fiting motivated by a particular
political event (such as Partition), but none of the
selections are at all memorable; they don't reach be-
yond the event to make any artistic impress; and as

one doesn't get any "universal trutir"'one might gain
more from a historian's or a iournalist's account.

Part of one's iudgement about these selections has
to be qualifi"d by remembering that they are extracts
in which the full flavour of a long work might not
emerge. Alor.rg with the writer qle is also jud$ing the
editor foi his ability to make a choice'*hich'will con-
vey the quintessential author although dismembered
from the g'hole u'ork. In this respect the extract from

l0

Bhalchandra Nemade's novel Tlrc Cocoon (abopt the
death of the heros ffve..year-old sister) is outstandin&
It stands well by itselt (it could be a short story);
without spelling it out in so many words it conveys
a true feeling of powerful grief, while fiercely ques-
tioning the point of it all; simultaneously it is also seli-
mocking and ironic in its depiction of a young m€ur
painfully growing up.

The same theme (alienation, that overworked word)
is dealt with in the extract from Qurratulain Hyder's
novel Rioer of Fire, set in the days of Partition, when
a young Indian Muslim finds that gradually all options
become closed to him except leaving for Pakistan. But
here the extract is too brief for Kamal's plight to afiect
the reader. In eleven pages at least a dozen characters
are introduced; none of them has the space to make
any impact. One couldn't care less what happens to
Kamal, r+'hich is a pity, because this is the ffrst selec-
tion in the anthology, so that one is liable not to read on.

Alienation rears its ugly head yet again in Balraj
Manra's The Bor of Matclles, which reads like an
amateurish, self-conscious ffrst attempt at a short story
after the writer's ffrst encounter rvith Dostoyevsky or
Camus. P. Lankesh's Bread also gives this impression
of raw experience ( guilt feelings this time instead of
alienation ) untransmuted into art.

With our seventeen officially recognised languages
to deal with, the problem of translation looms large,
and is most constrictiug for poetry. The poems written
directly in English (such as those of Kamala Das and
Gieve Patel) make a noticeably more vivid impact;
them we see face to face, whereas most d the trans-
lated poems we only see "through a glass, darkly".
This sense of vicarious experience is especially dis-
appointing rvhen one is reading trrcets of repute, such
as Vinda Karandikar and Dhoomil. So one blanres
onet dissatisfaction on the translations. Of couise,
even so one gets some idea of why these p,oets are
important; one sees what they are trying to do; but
one is rniles from actually having experienced a poem.
To register this experience a translation has to be lr
new poem. And as few translators are also poets, one
has all too often to take, as the editor says, "the editofs
word that when. . . Vinda Karandikar extracts certain
sounds and rhythms out of Marathi, he does so in a
way no Marathi poet has done before", that Dhoomil
introduces a new tone into Hindi poet. This is lite-
rature at second hand,-but in the absence of any better
translations, second hand is better than nothing.

Translation one accepts as an inevitable hurdle, A
more surprising difficulty is that many of these pieces
are unable to convey their point through the action or
the dialogue; instead, it has to be talked about in so
nrarry words. Thus in Seeds, where the main charae-
ter's home-coming 'becomes the occasion when he
grows fully aware of his failure, it shouldn't be neces-
sary aetually to say: "He stopped for a moment in the
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middle of the yard and took a last look at the bunch
of withered paddy. What had fallen from that once
rich and nourishing bunch were not grains, he thought,
but years. What hung there now was a mockery, a
mere skeleton of abundance and all that might have
been. . . I've lost faith but, Mother, Ill be back.-
Similarly, in the extract from O. V. Vijayan's The Soga
of Khossak, must the usual maya cliches be explicitly
verbalized? - "Outside were sunlight and dew, grass
and palmyra. In repetition and rebirth, in endless be-
coming, sorrowless and without desire."

An anthologist can't please everyone, and one can

easily disagree with Jussawalla on individual choices
( e.g. surely a more mature Sunil Gangopadhyay would
have emerged in an extract from Pratidn andi instead
of the facile story of madness-and-identity-crisis
published here ). But one also disagrees with his too-
easy Marxist cpnclusion: "... where the writing deals
with various kinds of defeat. . . it reflects the petty
bourgeoisie's inability to break through to a higher
level of consciousness and action . . . this writing re-
flects the Indian petty bourgeoisie's present inability
to find a dynamic role .. . this is the writing of a

bourgeoisie at a dead end." The reader expected a

book on new writing in India, not new lr{arxist utiting
in India. Fortunately, despite the ominous rumblings
of fashionable lr{arxism towards the end of the In-
troduction it is a relief to find that Jussarvalla has
chosen his anthology according to literary criteria, not
political dogmas.

hvrN MerroNsv

PRODUCTTVITY {t WAGE

Ptoductir>ity Agreements and Wage Systems:
D.T.B. North and G. L. Buckingham. (Published
by Gorver Press Ltd., London. Available in India
at B.I. Publications, 262 pp. Price Rs. 90/-. )

t'f\HIS is a reprint of a standard work first published
I in tgOg. Though it is basically concerned with con-
ditions and problems in England, it is a useful hand-
book for the formulators of our labour wage agree-
ments.

Productivity Bargaining is a wage-work bargaining
between laboui and management, in which a deffnite
undertaking is given or agreed to in exchange for wage
increases. This can be company or industry wise. The
starting point for any realistic productivity agreement
is an examination of the total work situation and a
comprehensive analysis in order to identify the size
and shape of the problems involved.

These cover four main areas, production, e@nomics,
sociological and earnings. The authors ffrst discuss
employee motivation and industrial relations. Sinc'o
World lVar II, extensive research has been carried out
in Britain, Europe and U.S.A. into the behaviour of
employees in the industrial situation. Douglas Mc-
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Gregor and Rensis Likert have mooted a nenr system
of management philosophy. In the case of Likert this
is supported by extensive research carried out under
the aegis of the Institute for Social Research of the
University of Michigan. Their work originates from
the ffndings of psychologists like Maslow and Herz-
berg about the nature of employee motivation. Accord-
ing to Maslow human needs are organised into a
hierarchical series of importance ranging from physio'
logical ones to egoistic needs related to our desire for
self-esteern and self-respect that are affected by our
standing, reputation and our need for recognition and
appreciation. Finally, individuals have a need for self-
fulfillment which is bound up with their views about
the purpose of life and is a reflection of their urge for
self-development and to be creative in the broadest
sense of the word.

A productivity agreement is much mcire than a
short term wage-work bargain or a'buy-out'of restric-
tive practices. It is a radical re-structuring of the in-
dustrial relations situation. This requires detailed,
comprehensive studies to identify the size and shape
of the problems. Any maior changes will be applied
rvithin a complex and inter-linlied system or series of
systems designed to optimise the productive resources
of the organisation. Changes in one area will affect
many others. For instance a new systern of lnyment
rvill affect the roles of management and supervision,

(Contirnteil on Tnge 12)
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Letter
BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Sir:

Mr. Raju was remarking on the speech of lvlr. R. N.
Singh Deo trying to defend Mr. Patnaik - Not'colrup-
tion' but only 'improprieties'. (Freedont. Firsf, Septern-
ber 1974).

By the tinre your issue came out, the new commis-
sion set up by the present Govemment has already
declared Mr. Singh Deo guilty. Don't you think that
he u'ould like to say that he was also guilty of impro-
prieties' and not 'corruptiort' and hence his advance
defence of lr{r. Patnaik?

After all, birds of the same feather flock together
and what more do you expect from the so-callecl leaders
of the new Dal?.

The same issue carries a book review on Fascism.
The u'ay things are blowing, rvith both the parties in
power and in Oplrcsition being birds of the san're
feather, we have to pray to God most intensively to
save the country from Fascism.

Ir{adras S. Goper,ar<nrsHNAN

NOT MERGER BUT SURRENDER

lfiHE BLD came into existence on the 29th of August
r leaving b€hind it a trail of split parties. It is

intoresting that the leaders of sorne of the coalescing
parties sought to fool their members in regard to what
was intended.

In the case of the Swatantra Party, its President
assured members on more than one occasion that what
u'as sought was not a merger but a dissolution of the
Party and the formation of a new one. What has

(Continued frorn page 17)

employees' attitudes and motivation, the role of factory
foremen and their bargaining power, the production
control systern and the pressures upon it etc.

The authon next discuss the analysis of production
and clarify that work content is not the only measure
of the work force. This is explored through costing,
economic analysis and sociologicd analysis.

Part three of the book deals with the designs and
drawing up a wage system. It describes current systems,
lays down model principles, lists the design of com-
ponents and gives the mode of rationalising a wage
structure. This is the ffrst step to devising the pro-
<luctivity agrecment, negotiating and implementing
it. 'The inrpDeatiodi o[ productivity ageertrehts for
nrallagement aud trade unions are explained.

actually happened is far difrerent. The Swatantra Party
has been merged in the BLD and its President has
issued a fimran that the assets of the Swatantra Party
would now belong to the BLD wherever they may be.

N{r. Charan Singh has sought to reassure his fock
by saying that the BKD has actually not dissolved
itself but only expanded itself and in the process all
it has had to do is to sacrifice the word Kranti; the
transformation merely being from the Bharatiya
Kranti Dal to the Bharatiya Lok Dal. He very rightly
pointed out that the new partyt election symaol would
be that of the BKD and the blue and white flag of the
party would have the symbol inscribed on it.

The United Goans have split with lvlr. Erasmo De
Sequeira being accused of keeping his party in the
dark. Hopas of Chimanbhai Patel's party in Gujarat
merging with the BLD appear to have been dashed
with the announcenent by this gentleman that his
party was not prepared for a merger but was willing
fol an electoral understanding.

N'Ieanwhile, I\{r, R. N. Singh Deo according to press
reports has been found guilty of committing 'illegal,
improper, arbitrary and malafide acts" by the Mitter
Cornmission. In letrospect it is easy to understand
tr'Ir. Singh Deo's defence of Biju Patnaik at the Swa-
tantra Party Convention.

S. V. R.rp
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CHIL| AND INDTA-Cor*inued frotn Ttage 7

Congress and opposition and trade union leaders; and
( iv ) the discovery of the efforts of the extneme left to
incite rebellion rvithin the Armed Forces themselves."

Releoant

At this point, Chiles experience becomes relevant
to India. Mrs. Gandhi in l97l was, of course, more
popular in India than Allende ever rvas. But she was
in a minority even within her own party even after
the Bangalore split and, one suspects, she still is so.

The Congress Party has always been an omnibus party,
which is the main secret of its survival in India and
also the chief reason for its socio-political disutility
to the Indian public. Being an qrnnibus party, the
Congress can always be used as a Trojan Horse by
crypto-communists and fellorv-travellers, a fact which
the late Mohan Kumaramangalam was quick to grasp
and exploit. lVbile the Congress Party, because of its
basic motley nature, has a great capacity to wiq elec-
tions, its opportunistic leadership in the States is.
dominated by political entepraneurs who thrive on
the short term beneffts of statist policies and hence
gleefully accept any idc'ologies rvhich promote incretrs-
ing state controls and ownership. This suited the com-
munists who became Mrs. Gandhis brains-trust as

much as it suited the political dndn"s of U.P. and Bihar,
the most backward but the most populous States in
India which continue to swamp Parliament and beneftt
by growing centralisation. The communists were play-
ing for bigger national and international stakes. The
Soviet Union needed India as a counteru'eight to China
and also as an economic colony: hence it prompted
the tight faction of the CPI to form an ideological
partnership with Mrs. Gandhi's government where the
ideologues rvere crypto-communists though the ilnda"s
were feudal hierocrats from traditional Hindu society
in the North. Thus, soon after her spectacular electoral
triumph in 1971, when Mrs. Gandhi began'nationalis-
ing" rwcrl'1hing shc cotrlcl la1, her hands <tn, everybody
rvas happy in the ruling crorvd for their own reasons.
The Jucliciary was brorvbeaten, the Constitution rvas

encroached uporl, arld the Fifth Lok Sabha appeared to
be rnore powerful than any Parliament preceding it.
Leftist terminology, including leftist demonology, be-
came the official language of the government. True,
tho Public Sector rvas proving its supreme inefficiency
all this while. True, too, that the adtninistrative
apparatus set new retprds in corruption and mal-
practices. True-again-that banking changed hands
from private proftteers to political entrepreneurs and
permits, licences, price cpntrols and protective
measures enabled political leaders to become the
partners in progress of all manner of profiteers. The
form was socialist and the function feudal - both
politically and economically. The mling politician

preached red and practised black. Our oftcial economy
rvas socinlist and thc function of tlre official econorny
lvas to serve the interests of the parallel economy which
was a parody of free enterprise.

Moss observes:
"One thing that must be said for the group of

Marxist economists who rose to power rvith Allende is
that they were quite remarkable simpliffers. They
subscribed to a conspiracy theory of economics accord-
ing to rvhich the low grorvth rate of the Chilean
economy (the average annual rate was only 2.7 per
cent between 1967 and 1970) could be explaine.d by
the 'monopolistic' concenbation of key industries irr
private hands and the'exploitation' practised by fore-
ign investors. Thuy argued that the takeover of the
basic means of production by the State would put an
end to Chile's chronic inflation, to wastage in industry
and the creeping pr(rcess of foreign penetration of the
economy. They believed that by expropriating , the
'excess proffts' of private industry they could transfer
greater resorrrces to social projects like better housing
and that by conf,scating foreign interests - above all
the American-owned copper corporations - they
would prevent the country's wealth from being shipped
irbroad. They maintained that the redistribution of
rvealth and income was the only way of promoting
steady economic growth, since increased consumer
demand would stimulate local industry." These
doctrines are familiar to all Indians because since l97l
they have been beamed relentlessly at' the Indian
public through government-controlled mass-media-

A Difference

However, the Chilean scenario difrers from the
Indian one in one more vital respect. India's economic
debacle has been engineered with the connivancr o[
leading Indian capitalists who have proffted by it as

much as by the state's 'soeialist' polieies. In Chile, the
capitalists had to ffght for sulvival, whether they were
native or foreign. For, in Chile, big business was
frontally attacked whereas in India 'socialism' is as

much the property of leading capitalists as pf the
crypto-Marxist ideologues. The Marxist experiment of
Chile was a copybook exercise which failed: the Indian
'Marxist' experiment is not even meant to be Marxist.
Allende's Marxism ttrrust national socialism upon the
economy and the people. Mrs. Gandhi's socialism
cashes upon the inherent weaknesses of the Indian
political ind economic ethos. Chile revolted. India
may not.

However, Allende's govemment is said to be the
world's first Marxist government that carne to power
not through a revolution but through the ballot box,
Allende, i; f970, was the presidential candidate of a
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l\{arxist-led coalition. That he \\'as electcd surprised
quite a feq, of his socialist supporters u'ho did not
think rntrch of the united front tactics prescribed by
the Russians (rvith rvhich rve, in India, are so fami-
liar). Horvever, in Moss's \r'ords he u'as "a brilliant
political manipulator, a master of the art of divicle and
rule, of playing one man ofi another." He also enjoyed
being in porvor and meant to stay in La \'Ioneda. Some
people therefore thought that "if he rvere forced to
choose with the support of the military at the price
of suppressing the ultraJeft and gambling on the
chance of holding the left together despite the risk
of an ernerying civil war situation, he rvould choose thc
first option. That did not happen. Aller,de u'as given
many chances to turn back, to make the break rvith
the ultras - his refusal led to his tragic death."

If we look closely at the career of the Allende
govemment we ffnd that its earliest step was to
nationalise factories and fanns in keeping with the
idea that control of the economy is the key to seizing
total political porver. This idea is popular within the
Indian Establishment too. However, in India control
of the economy by the ruling elite under the banner of
socialism has already resulted in a smooth political
takeover because the moneybags in India have made
their political pact rvith the socialist establishment
u'hose election funds come from profiteers either by
rvay of tributes or through extortion. The Indian situ-
ation is arnazing: the Communist Party of India -
itself in a rveak position - has entered into an alliance
rvith the ruling Congress party rvhich in ttrrn has
businessmen, blachnarketeers, smugglers, and tax-
evaders as its ardent supporters. This strange symbi
osis is quite difrerent frorn the united front of the
leftists in Chile.

Curious Similarities
Yet the method and the results are curiously the

same. Allendet government not only tarnpered with
the econorny in order to seize total porver but also
inter{ered n'ith the judiciarl,, the press and dissident
public opinion. The Indian equivalents of these steps
are too u'ell-knorvn: the supersession of supreme court
judges, the newsprint bungle and the various pressures
brought upon the press, the partisan use of govern-
ment-controlled mass-media, the misuse of MISA and
the systematic decimation of all opposition-labelled
reactionary for eonvenience. The cause of Chile's grrl-
loping inflation rvas galloping socialism and the lesson
to be learnt is tlrat doctrinaire. socialism can rapidly
ruin a less developed societv. Iu India, too, galloping
sociahsm has beeu a rnaj<lr cause of galloping inflation
but thc peculiarity of India has been the perversion of
lrrrsirtess practicc:s cluriug ts'entv-sevelt ve)ars of official
socialisn.r. [rTdia's 'socialisnr' l.ras been connived at b]'
the traditional enemies of soeialisnr and it could
lriirdly have bccn othenr,ise in an e]itist. hierocratic
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auti+nodern societl'. Thcre has never been a healthy
ttrssle betrveen nrodem socialists and modern capital-
ists in India because ncither partf is rnodern in the
first place. India has had govemment of the courtiers,
lor the courtiers and by the courtiers - rvhether the
chantchas rvcre political operators or just part of the
Prirne Nlinister's kitchen cabinet cutlery.

Allencle's rule in Chile on the other hand, resulted in
a systematic subversion of democracy onc€ the ballot
box let the Nlarxists in. The debacle of the Chilean
economy is auother story arltogether even though it
is true that the l\,larxists tried to seize total political
power th'ough a capture of the economy. The political
lesson of Chile's Marxist experiment should be separa-
ted from its ecpnomic moral: (a) no economic iusti-
ffcations are adequate for undermining democratic
institutions and, (b) doctrinaile N4arxist economic
reforms are so radical that they often lead to irrever-
sible economic collapse and iner"itable political
disaster.

Wisl$ul Thinking
There ale u'ishful thinkers rvho expect the Indian

army, in the not so remote future, to step in like the
Chilean generals or like their Indonesian precursers.
While one does not believe this can happen in India
one also rvishes it cloes not. For, whether it is the army
or a riglit or left-wing dictatorship taking over all
political po\r,er in the name of an economic collapse,
the blorv dealt to democracy is equally severe. The
major part of Chile's tragedy - or Indonesia's for that
nratter - was the fact that the army had to step in. The
Sukarnos, the Nkrumahs and the Allendes in less deve-
loped societies rvork on the assumption that they are
indestructible once they seize control-of the economy
and the adrninistrative machinery. This assumption
has been proven doubtful. There is some truth in the
ultra-leftist belief that the gun is more powerful than
the ballot-box when it comes to making a revolution.
But then totalitarianism, rvhether it comes through a
manipulatiou of the bnllot-box or through bloodshed,
is nearly ahvays irreversible. It is tme that bread and
freeclorn seldonr go other. Nor can one of them justify,
to the exclusion of the other, a total tal:eover of power
by any party, faction or the army.

That India's economy is withering away is obvious
to even a schoolboy today. To reverse the trend may
take decacles even for the most pragmatic policy-
rnakers one can think of. This is gloomy enough. What
s'ill be the political consequences of our imminent
economic collapse? Or rvould our clemocracy itself be
shattered iu the process? The tremendous powers
seized b1'the present government cannot be retained
rrnv longer rvith c'reelible justilications. Decontrol and
cleeerrtralization. cverr norr', rvill help. For then u'e can
hegin to talk nreaningftrlly of the social responsibility

(Cotttittttrtl on lage: l5)



SOLZHENITSYN-MEANY CORRtrSPONDENTCE

Letier f ront AF L-CIO President Gcorge t\teany to

Alexand e r SolzhenitsYtt.

ITH all free men evel'ywhere, the American
trade union movement has follorved rvith deep

concern and achniration your courageous struggle for
intellectual aud hurnan freedorn against frightful odds.

We are profoundly arvare that the forces which
rvould smothel your eloquent voice of dissent have

been an'ayed throughout history against the efforts of
ordinary men and women to organise and maintain
independent trade ttnions responsive to their orvn

needs and not the dictates of the state. And, as we
have witnessed your ordeal at the hands of these forces,
we have been powerfully reminded of the rvords of
your Nobel Prize lecture:- 

"There are no internal affairs left on this crowded
earth. The salvation of mankind lies only in making
everything the concern of all."

It was in this spirit that the American Federation
of Labour, more than a qtrarter of a century ago,
documented the existence of forced labour camps in
the Soviet Union and published a map of the GULAG
network, the subject of your latest book. It was, mole-
over, at the urging of the American labour movemel-rt
that the United Nations Economic and Social Council
established the Ad Hoc Committee on Forced Labour.
rvhose reports veriffed the extent and horror of this
appalling system of human degradation.

Because there are indeed no internal affairs left on
this crowded earth, I want to extend to you, on behalf
of the American trade union movement, a most cordilrl
invitation to come to the United States as our guest.

We are prepared to organise a tour for you, so that
you may have an opportunity to travel tvidely in ottr
diverse country and to arrange meetings and lectures
for you, so that you may have an opportunity, to the
extent of your wishes, to communicate freelv with the
American people.

I am conffdent that I express the heartfelt senti-
ments of onr members, as well as of the American
people generally, in saying that I hope you rvill ftncl

it possible to accept our invitation.

CTIILE b INDIA-Continued frorn puge 74

of businessmen, industrialists and rich farmers. Social
and political pressures generated by the present
economic strife are sufficient guarantees against the
unscrupulous privileged whom the government's
Statist arrnour: is shielding today' from the public.
Giving up the powers gobbled up since l97I is still
rVrs. Gandlii's best bet for staying in porver. Other-
rvise, not only her govcmnrent but also tl.re nation
itself is heading for disaster.

Solzhenitsyn's Reply

Horv glaci I am that you share this indisputable vielv
that there is no longer any place in our closely-lfurked
rvorld fol any "intemal affairs" as long as they are uot
small scale and insignificant. But horv rnuch attention,
patience and funclamental concern pltu an absenee of
frivolity, rvill it require of us to correctly investigate
the matter u'hich only yesterdi-ry appeared alien and
'internal".

It is this point that makes your invitation significant.
Alas, horvever, there is a limit to an individtral's
physical capabilities which l am experiepcing norv.
Having been forcibly ton from my native soil I anr

"o.npelled 
to spend now much spilitual and physical

"netgy 
to recuperate and resume my work in a ttel'/

place at my pievious level and tempo. And I in uo
i"ay harre any right to leave my literary activity. If
I sometimes 

-speak 
publicly, it is only out of utter

necessity and only on the most vital issues of native
lancl. HLr (my country's) unwritten history forces me
not to abandon tny main literary project.

That is rvhy, wiih great gratitude, I must refuse for
the immediate future, your friendly invitation'

with best *'ishes' 
sincerely yorrs-

A' Sor,znrNrtsxx

!
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WITH MAI\TT VOICES
"The deep

\'loans round with many voices. Corne, nry friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

-'f ertnyson.

There is one thing solid and fundamental in politics

-the larv of change. What's up today is dorvn
tomorrow.

-Richard Nixon quoted in Tinrc, August 19.

For too long norv, our cenh'e of gravity has beeu
Washington. Norv rve ntust all realize that our centre
of gravity is the globe 

Tfnre, August rg.

The delinquencies of the older generation cannot be
rernedied by rnore youthful deliquencies.

-V. V. l. in Quest, \,fay-June 1974

The bigotry of the t"ft"g n*at has found its perfect
political match in an angry people's opposition.

-D. in Quest, \{ay-June 1974.

Frrrunorr Frnsr,
C/o Dcmocratic Rescarch Sen'ice

127, Itlahatnra Gandhi Road,

Bonrbay l. (?hone: 254341)

Plcase enrol nte os a subsctiber to Fnnrporrl Frnsr.

I rettrit tlrc antuol subscriptiott ol Rs. 5.AO

IIc is/l am a sludcnt. I iernit Rs. 9.0o

Name:.

Co)lcge (for students)

Ira
i

Registered No. MH By South/26{

I do rrot u'ish \Irs. Gandhi or any other Prinre
\Iirrister of India to be driven into the blind alley in
rvhich the Sukarnos, the Nkrumahs and the Allendes
of the kindergarten 'socialist' democracies of tbe
rvorld finally end up.

-D. in Quest, lvlay-June 1974

I believe rve deservei'hs,"ttix;, 
\.Iav-June l9z.r.

nruch as from a

l,Ia1'-June 1974.

\{oscorv and Leningrad have paradoxically become
the nrost uninfornred big cities in the rvorld; their in-
lubitants ask people rvho conre in from the country-
side about the news.

-Solzhenitsyn quoted in Quest, May-June 1974.

Mrs. Gandhi has proved to be shrewd politician but
a lousy administrator.

-Snresh K. Parmar in The Economist, July 27,

Some bases are clearly less base than others.

-The Econonist, luly 27.

If the patient is not strapped to the table, the surgeorr
cannot perform a successful operatior.r.

-George Papadopoulos quoted in Tinte, August 5.

l
I

It can't trLre, you need a tank to remove a President. \\/e do not suffer from poverty as

-A Beirut Taxi driver quoted in Time, August 19. poverty of policies.

-D. in Quest,
Nison \\/as llever morallv smaller than norv but the

L].S. rvas net'er morally greater.

-Carlos Castello Branco quoted inTinrc, August 19.

Student po\\'er, amongst us, ltas in the past becnr no
more than collective truancy and exhibitions of adoles-
cent bad temPer.

-V. V. J. in Quest,lvlay-June 1974.

The true political leader does not

-Corrstarrtine Cirrarnanlis
need the people.
rltrotecl in Timc,

August 5.

If you take care of your insides, the outsicle r,vill take
care of itself.

-Glona Su'anson quoted in Tinrc, August 5.

The rrnderground Nagas continue to be 'patriots' in
the e,ves of all Naga nationalists and 'rebels' in the eyes
of India.

-\1. Horarn in Ecottontic & PoliticalWeekly,
August 3.

Address:.

Signatrrre

It s'oukl be ir clinrc to leave. Iike tlre Relgians ditl in
Cougo; thc'r' u'ould irrst kill rrrrd eat eaclr other.

-Portuguese Foleign t\{inistry Spokesman
rlrrotcd in Tinta, Arrqust 12.

Publishc'd for the Democratic-llesearch Service b-v J. -R. Patel, Associate Editor, Frtctlr,m First at lgz, l\{. Grindlri Rond,Rotnbav I ('Plrone: !51j1-r l) nn,l pr:ini.,l-i,r'Til,a;l;i*:i i,ri,,t,,rs. 55 G;r':clc'i Ilo:rd. Ronrbrr, 7.
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