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DEMOCRACY AND DESTITUTION

Bhanu Pratap Singh

Union Minister for Agriculture and Ilrrigation

THOUGH the restoration of civil liberties and
democracy in the country is in itself a great
achievement, we should not lose sight of the fact
that what is described as the new phase of Indian
democracy is only a new lease of life for democracy
in India. It was not merely a sudden mental
aberration of Smt. Indira Gandhi, which induced her
to clamp down the emergency, throttling all demo-
cratic institutions in the country. The Allahabad
High Court judgement might have proved the pro-
verbial last straw on the camel’s back but, even
betore that, she was finding it difficult to cope with
the rising resentment in the country. Rampant cor-
ruption in Government, spidalling prices, growing
unemployment amongst the educated youth, were
the reasons which had led to the J.P. movement.

Gross injustice — which is only the end product
of corruption — coupled with abject poverty can-
not for long co-exist with democratic. freedom. Find-
ing it beyond her capacity to deal with corruption.
and poverty, Smt. Gandhi decided to take the path
of suppression. No Government can remain demo-
cratic for long if it fails to establish a just and
economically viable society.

The Janata Government can claim that within a

short period of 3 months, it has established in the
country the rule of law. If injustice is done to any

citizen now, he can go to courts for redressal. The

institution of Lok Pal, Lok Ayukt, which are soon
to be established, will also considerably minimise cor-
ruption in our society. But all this will not be of
much avail, in the long run, it the economy of the
country does not improve, and improve in such a
manner that the common man mav feel it.

The Indian economy is not in a state of good
health. At this, some may raise their eye-brows,
and ask questions. Is it not a fact that we have
got more than 20 millions tonnes of foodgrains in
our buffer stock? Is it not true that we have
reserves of foreign exchange of more than Rs. 3,000

crores? Also, is it not true that since 1950-51, we
have more than doubled our agricultural produc-
tion, and more than quadrupled our industrial pro-
duction? All this is true, no doubt; but there is
another side of the picture, which is quite alarm-
ing. In spite of large foodgrains reserves, the per
capita consumption of foodgrains has gone down.
The per capita consumption of pulses, which is the
only source of protein for the vast majority of our
people, has declined steeply from nearly 70 grams
in the 1950s to less than 45 grams during recent
years. This has happened in spite of continuing
heavy import of foodgrains. We imported during
the years 1951 to 1953, which were the first three
years of the First Plan, 10.77 million tonnes of food-
grains. During the last three years, ie. in 1974,
1975 and 1976, we have imported 18.8 million tonnes.
Thus our dependence on imported foodgrains has
increased considerably. There has also been a decline
in the per capita consumption of vegetable oils, sugar
and cloth. In a poor country like India, if per capita
consumption of eatables and cloth goes down, no
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The article on the front page was written by

Mr. Bhanu Pratap Singh, himself a krishi
pandit, before he assumed office as Union Mi-
nister of State for Agriculture & Irrigation, It
will now carry even greater weight.
An important article ‘Dancing With the Soviet
Bear’ analyses the Soviet Union’s double faced
policy towards India and the amazingly naive
response of the Janata Government.

The conclusions reached at the Seminar or-
ganised by the Lesiie Sawhney Programme on
‘STRENGTHENING THE NON-POLITICAL
ROOTS OF A FREE SOCIETY also figure in
this issue.
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