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THE FRUITS OF COMPROMISE

8. Y.

The people of India voted the Janata Party to
office on the strength of its election manifesto. There
were several promises made in the manifesto. One
such was to restore the liberties of our people, robbed
from them by the previous regime. This pledge, the
Janata has redeemed to a large extent though, judg-
ing by the lawlessness prevalent in the country to-
day, one could well say “I voted for liberty, not for
licence”. That however, is another story.

The other major promise was the Janata Party’s
pledge to rescind the infamous 42nd Amendment to
the Constitution rammed through a captive parlia-
ment and ratified by submissive States during the 19-
month dictatorship. In effect this pledge implied the
Janata Party’s determination to make India safe for
democracy. There was no ambiguity in this electoral
assurance and certainly no escape clause that the
promise was subject to political exigencies. All that
they then said was, “give us the majority and we shall
throw the 42nd out of the window”. In the imple-
mentation of this pledge, the Janata Party has miser-
ably failed, showing neither political courage nor the
will to remove from the Constitution elements that
all but prostituted the great document hammered out
with such great care in the Constituent Assembly by
the Founding Fathers of this Republic.

For the second time inside a year, Freedom rirst
feels compelled to deal with this important matter.
Again for the second time, it has become necessary
to reproduce the following passage from the election
manifesto of the Janata Party for the General Elec-
tions of March 1977 ;

“The Constitution was aniended to sanctify and

institutionalise a total concentration of power

in the hands of the individual — the Prime Minis-
ter. The authoritarian trends that had unfolded
themselves over the past few years were embodied
in the 42nd Amendment which was bulldozed
through Parliament. To call it an amendment
is a misnomer. It is a betrayal of the testament
of faith that the founding fathers bequeathed to
the people and it subverts the basic structure of
the 1950 Constitution. It vitiates the federal
principle and upsets the nice balance between
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the people and Parliament, Parliament and the
judiciary, the judiciary and the executive, the
States and the Centre, the citizen and the Gov-
ernment. It is the culmination of a conspiracy to
devalue democracy that started with the deliberate
and consummate scuttling of democratic pro-
cesses in the ruling party, and the concentration
of all power in the hands of a leader who has been
sought to be identified with the nation or to be
placed above it.”

The manifesto then went on to pledge that it
would seek to rescind the 42nd Amendment.

Given the contours of the party pasition especi-
ally in the Rajya Sabha, the leaders of the Janata
Party were well aware of the difficulties in the way
of implementing this particular pledge. They were
no doubt aware that even though they were returned
to the Lok Sabha with on overwhelming or absolute
majority, they were still in a minority in the Rajya
Sabha. But at that point of time, it did not matter.
There was no talk of seeking a consensus, even less a
compromise, and that too with the perpetrators of the
42nd.

The process of restoration of civic rights cannot
be considered complete until the Constitution is res-
tored at least to its pre-42nd form, if not to its original

(Continued on page 4)

We are happy to carry Mr. Zahiruddin
Ahmad’s reflections on the partition, the pro-
blems it brought in its wake and the need for
closer ties between the three countries in the |
sub-continent. A seminar in Kashmir pondered |
on the problems of the Third World. We carry
a brief report. World News pay tribute to two
giants who passed away recently — Ignazio
Silone and President Jomo Kenyatta.
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