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Airport 1979

At any time of the day Bombay's Santa Cruz air-
port, India's premier air terminal, hailed routinely
in every travel brochure as a historic gateway into
the fabulous east, is a fascinating example of New-
ton's iaw of inertia - of evely body preserving a
state of total rest, or inactivity, in spite of the best
reasons to move forward or change its state.

During the course of one afternoon it was possible
to rvatch a mechanic servicing an apparently germ
free, hygienically sealed, soft drink vending machine,
by piacing all the par|s on the floor and wiping
them with a dirty rag, to notice an entire tray of
sandwiches falling to the ground only to be scooped
up and served to the passengers who were fortu-
nate enough to get a free meal ticket from the air-
lines due to a delayed flight, to observe the break-
down of the conveyor belts bringing the luggage,
and see the overflow of luggage from the baggage
room spili over upto the lounge and render the
whole idea of safe storage futile. Under such cir-
cumsbances it is hardly surprising to come across
a sbudy, carried oul by Prof. Shah of the Consumer
Education and Research Centre, Ahmedabad which
notes that fndian air travellers frequently end up
srrffering from "Anorexia, sleeplessness, hyperten-
sion, frustration, anger, murderous and suicidal
l,endencies".

While it is easy to advise the hypertense traveller
to take a train, it would be foolish to ignore that
these petty and perhaps insignificant inconveniences,
when aggravated, or taken to extremes, could have
faial consequences. In the aftermath of the Avro
crash fi'om Poona, it was said, for instance, that
a faulty reading of the instrument landing system
may have led to the disaster. Even at that time it
was pointed out that while every aeroplane is main-
tained at a zero maintenance level, never to fail,
and pilots expected to undergo routine fitness tests,
there is no such guarantee that the same fail-safe
mcthods are used on the ground also.

The destructive llre that swept through the Sauta
Cruz airlrort, suffocating three transit passengers' is
not only a proof, but the direct ccnsequence of such
laxne.-ss. No doubl lhere will be ten very good rea-
sons wirf ihe fire started which will be discovered
alter ten years of inquiry, The point is that it is
Lhe sor'l of accideub that should never have happen-
cnecl in the first place. For, glven the vital 1lat l,
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that an airport has to play as a link on an inter-
national netwolk of flights that undertakes to be
responsible for thousands of lives, an airport must
conform to certain basic standards of efficiency and
safety.

Yet at the Bombay airport, the sequence of events
that led to the fire and the utter chaos that follow-
ed, lead us to believe that nothing of the kind was
apparent. In spite of the number of security per-
sonnel and staff crawling about the place on the
alert all the time for hijackers and saboteut's, no-
body noticed the fire or any smoke until it was too
late. Even though airports are equipped with fire
fighting equipment these could not be deployed witlr
sufficient speed or strength to contain tl,e fire, and
worst of all, the disaster having occurred, the air-
port authorities who must have at least a small clue
that they work in a high risk area, reaeted from all
accounts in a totally ineffectual manner. If reports
that the fire started from the sparks of a welding
torch are true, they provide a sad commentary on
how simple a matter it is to attack and paralyse
one of the main nerve centres of Indian traffic.

One can only hope that Bombay's ordeal wiU
prompt airport authorities to take certain basic pre-
cautions. Airport buildings, and their maintenance,
should conform to international specifications of
safety and materials such as paint, furniture, de-
corative and electrical fixtures should as much as
possible be made of non-inflammable components.
?.'he cuilding itself should be designed in such a
manner as to allow the safe and easy passage of
iarge numbers of people both in and out of thc
btrilding. Since all aircraft personnel are instructed
on how to handle possible emergencies, it seems
only natural that those working at airports should
also go through some elementary safety drill. After
all it is not just a freak fire that can put an airport
in a state of emergency. A sudden attack by any
one group of international terrorists is surely within
the realm of probability.

Finally it may even be necessary to insist that an
international airport authority should draw up cer-
tain standard specifications that will avert or be
rrble to cope wil,h such eventualities, and a systenr
of regular checks instituted before a celtificate oI
i'elia,biiily is granbed to every airport u'itl.t itttct'
national pletensions. A Tizee survey on airports
round the world gave Indian airports a nniformly
bad rating. How bad, has been proverl hv thc Sttitit
Crttz fire and tts afterrnath. GD



Freedom First

Words, Words, lVords

At last rve have the high minded party we have been
waiting for since independence. Decent high mind-
cd gerrtlemen have decided that enough is enough.
We have it from such noble men as Choudhury
Charan Singh, Mr. Raj Narain, Mr. Madhu Limaye,
George Fernandes el al. They have given us their
"testment of faith".

We have been assured that the "stark truilr" will
be told before embarking on "radical policies". But,
\re are warned that it would mean shedding "many
an illusion" and "a blow to the vested intetest".
There is also a word of caution. "The process of
radical change which India so badly needs end
which the Lok Dal proposes to initiate should not
be looked at through conventional coloured glasses
of ideological schools". But wait, don't feel too nel-
vous. There is a standard reference. A reference
that should put fluttering hearts at rest. What else
but Mahatma Gandhi. Sounds vaguely familiar
<ioesn't it, Every other party has the magic name
cf the Mahatma inscribed in its policy statement.

Then what is so new about the Lok Dal? Nothing
really. And that is the point. Words, words, words
to camouflage the birth of an organisation of peo-
ple who betrayed the people's faith when they were
elected in 19?7, SYR

There's Plenty Where It Comes From

Two ordinances have been promulgated by the
caretaker government to curb big money in elections.
T'hou shali not advertise in souvenirs produced by
political parties says one thou shalt not contri-
bute to the funds of political parties says the other.
Both are directed at joint stock companies. Very
well says the Congress (I). We shall raise Rs. 3.5

crores through the sale of 'coupons' in denomina-
tions ranging from Re. 1/- to Rs. 100/. An old
gimmick really. Coupons are usually paid for with
black money.

In any case over-the-counter contributions by
companies to party funds have always been a rela-
tively small proportion of the actual contribution -a mere tip of the iceberg. The bulk of the funds
originates from what is passed on from below thc
counter. And there is plenty where it comes from.
Hence the politieian's vested interest in a controlled
econorny. SVR

Twentieth Century SoaP OPera

When Pandit Nehru died, Andre Malraux in his
flowery manner remarked that India's age of poetry
was over and she was now ready to enter an era of
l)rose. With the recent decislon of Indian film stars
and producers to start their own party it seems how-
ever that we are just about to begitl otlr age of ccllu-
loid.

This is no doubt the new image that politics in
hrclia itas been waititig fol all thc t,inte. It is jttst
like the cross eyed intelligentsia. who spend their
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iltne sneering aL desi fihns, not to have realised thc
vast potential residing in the hips of a Hema Malini
or a Savitri from the South or a Raakhee or Zeenat
from the North and predrct the wide support they
would be able 'lo command at the grass root level.
As for foreign relations, one has only to think of
the tidal rvaves of emotion that Nargis, in a film
like lllotlter India, creatcd up and down the Volga
during an earlier decade, to realise how simple
matfers could become. "Send a film not a delega-
tion" would be the official motto and there is no
doubt that dreary summits such as the one that
took place at Havana, would be transformed witlr
strch offerings as Sofyam Shiuam Sundarant which
surely represent Indian culture and image far bet-
ter than any hastily briefed delegation suffering
from jet lag couid dream of doing. The Arabs would
send in tanker loads of oil in exchange for glimpses
of female avoirdupois and the Pakistanis would imm-
ediately desist from their infantile nuclear pre-occu-
pations and concentrate on the far more explosive
situations provided by even the most average Indian
film.

At last, also, it seems there is a chance that the
tyranny of the South by the North would be broken.
For, there, is no doubt that whereas people in the
north have spent their time watching the amateur
antics of Raj Narain et al, lt:e Southerners in their
infinile wisdom have already voted into power a
celluloid hero. During the MGR campaign it was
widely reported that people swooned and flung gar-
lands in front of lithographic reproductions of the
film idol carried about in jeeps. Since for the Indian
mind the gap between myth and reality is very
slight, it is not unlikely that the masses felt that
they rvere casting a vote for Sri Rama him-
self. As though to re-inforce this celestial connec-
tion, a television programme produced in Madras at
that time, showed a still of the departed DMK leader
Strri Annadorai walking in heaven with a pensivc
look on his face. In a few moments of agonizing
suspense it became clearer why he had such a re-
flective look, for a strange fluttering seemed to be

taking place in the region of his chest as a small
light appeared and resolved itself into a heart shape'
that even as a person watched, grew larger and
larger until it exploded with the image of MGR rvav-
ing and smiling from the breast of his venerable
leader.

By loming a national party to represent their in-
terests, Indian film artists are in fact revet'sing a

trend that was started by one of the most widely
recognised names of the 20th century Adolf
Hitler. There is no doubt that in spite of the ridi-
culous moustache, straight hair and enough klnks
in his personality to keep the psychiatrists busy fot'
the next two hundred years, his is a face that has

launched a thousand Hollywood movies. The imme-
diate reascn for this is that he wa,s one of the fit'st
to recop,uise the tremendous potential provided by

lhe Lhen tiewly discoverecl mediunr of film atid oI
broadcastirrg, to create an image that would be lar-
ger and grander than life to the extent of oversha-
dowing all questions of good and evil. Horv lrc meti-
eulousiy set aborrt t,raintng hlmself to ereate th"rL



Freedont First

image, and how people respotlded to it, is now a

matter of history but there is every reason to be-
Iieve that Hitler had accidently discovered one of
the most potent weapons of manipulation and suc-
ceeded to a great extent in using it to his advant-
age.

Indian film heroes and heroines start with a t'eady
macie image. All that is left for them now is to de-
cide on the matter of casting. It is at such moments
that one wishes for a person of the stature of
Prithliraj Kapoor, what dignity, what an aura of
grace he would have given to the role of Prime
Minister! Failing him one thinks of Dilip Kumar,
who used to be good in his day, particularly in
dual roles. One recalls how at the end ot Ram &ttr
Shyanr. he not only whipped the villain Pran all the
way dorvn the enormous curving marble sbaircase, but
as an encore, whipped him up the staircase also
This would be an excellent qualification no doubt
when dealing with recalcitrant cabinet members.
The cnly problem is there is something self righ-
teous about the man and at the moment the coun-
try bas had enough of prime ministers who go

around telling others how their trials had made
them better men and thleatening to add further
chapters to their already overloaded biographies.

There is no doubt in my mind that the person

best suited to be prime minister is Amitabh Bachchan.
A recent write up about him in the Times ol lttdia,
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surns up the tnatter thus: "Besides, his anger (which

lre expresses most vividly and for which he is so

popular I is preci-se and passionate. It is the energy
of the nrachine, well timed and totally destructive.
ln Deeuar he takes a man and throws him out of
the fifth floor window and does it calculatingly'
efficiently and with controlled anger." Indians
cottrci weil profit from such efficiency, for instance
it would reduce the population problem. The only
worry now is, will Amitab Bachchan be a bit too
authoritarian? GD

A Hardy Annual
Now that tl-:e Prime Mitrister has deprecated the

I:uge losses incurred by public sector enterprises and
asked his ministerial colleagues to ensure that tbe
public sector enterprises under their charge showed
better performances next year, all will be well.

This is yet auother hardly annual - a charade
indulgect in by onr prime ministers. Year in and
year ont these public sector enterprises squandet' the
country's scarce resources and crores of the tax-
payers' money. Every year one hears the same
sermon the same exhortation, soon to be forgotten.
After ail with the current rate of acceleration of
ministerial turnover why should the bureaucrats
bother with the turnover of the public sector enter-
prises thev control? SVR

To make a nation self-eufficient
does not depend only on what
you make today.
It depends more on your vision
to predict what the nation's
oconomy will need in the near
and distant future-and to do
som€thing about it.
At Walchandnagar we feel we
have contributed significantly.
Today our range coverg sugar
plants, cement planls, chomicsl
plants, boilers and geara And
this is not tho ond.

We have also got the uniqur
advantage of sharing the wodd
lonowned know-how of
1. M/s. Polysius A. G.

West Germany.
2. M/s. Hein Lehmann I Cc.

West Germany.
3. M/s. MAAG Goar-Wherl

Co. Ltd., Swltzedand.
4. t t/* F0ster Wheeler Ltd.

Canada.

Our cherished vision ol lhc
fututo is to changr hdr lnto r
developed nuioo by lndsdrlCl.
rAbnWALGHANDilAGAR INDUSTRIES LIMITED

WO R K8 : WA LCH AN gt{AOA R. OLL POOXAT IAHARAIHTRA.
Orrm.: Wrl.ekhr?, W.lchmdn{rr. Phona! 86& t|o A|'aanrlt.
REoD. oFFlcE: coloTRUC;TlOll ]|OU8E WAlS]tAllo ]llRAOr{AtlO IARO,3A!!AAO CltrATlr
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BRAIN FAILURE
William Gooddy M. D. FRCp

I suspect that there is one matter on which all
human beings would agree, whatever their racial,
leligious, or political beliefs: that so long as life is
desirable we must strive and succeed in keeping our
brains at a high Ievel of excellence of performance.

Of the many reasons for concentrating on the
snbject of brain failure the first the most delicate-
the personal reason. If we succeed in giving up
drinking, smoking, and eating butter; keeping slim;
avoiding a sluggish bowel; wearing a seat belt and
crash helmet; reacting only homeostatically to the
nervs of plutonium in the Iaundry or a locked car in
one's parking space; and if we thereby avoid cancer,
coronaries, strokes, traffic accidents, and suicide, we
ale all bound to decline into one of the most terrible
of all medical fates-brain failure.

Secondly, as wealth, knowledge, and techniques in-
crease, so the span of life increases, and populations
freed from smallpox, malaria, schistosomiasis,
kwashiorkor, and starvation also increase. Since it
may be within the capabilities of world policy to
ensure enough food for all, the medical profession
is already ensuring the production of greater and
greater numbers of cases of brain failure.

Thirdly, men and women become more powerful in
Iruman affairs as they grow older. Though they
mcy grow wiser with experience upto a great age,
powers of intellect, and especially of insight, even-
tually fail. Then people are positively dangerous in
proportion to the powers they wield and to the rate
of progression and degree of damage before the pro-
blem is detected. The most frightening state occurs
when brain failure is detected but concealed for rea-
sons of policy and power.

For the neurologist there are certain ominous
rntermittent symptoms of brain failure. These in-
elude vagne feelings of uncertainty and instability,

( Continued from page I )
ture). Elections are likely in the first week of the
new year and thereafter whichever government
takes office, a few more months will have to elapse
before government (hopefullyt starts functioning
again. We as citizens can therefore expect prices to
go up further and reconcile ourselves to even more
chaotic economic conditions.

Meanwhile the threat to resort to the infamous
Preventure Detention and take 'strong' action
against'hoarders, blackmarketeers and smugglers'
has a familiar ring about it. We have heard all this
before. The fact of the matter is that there is no
government worth the name in Delhi and the sounds
emanating from the capital are basically intended
for [he electoraLe's benefit. For, a genttine desire to
grallple with the problem of rising prices wottld have
nreant hard decisions such as for instance trimming
expenditure and resisting demands for more pay -
l-re it, D.A. or Bonus. No governtnetrt, least of all tltis
('n(' rrrill even dare to think on these terms. SVR

Iranscient loss of concentration, occasional odd be-
I aviour, diruness of vision, limb weakness and numb-
ness, inexplicable changes of rnood, incompetence
over familiar tasks nebulous pains, and not feeling
rvell or not enjoying life. Signs such as fits or in-
continence are certain indications that all is not
well. Since brain failure may carry with it lack of
both insight and of memory, the patient may have
no symptoms and seek advice only at the insistence
of hii rclatives or employers.

The kind of symptom or sign that may be impor-
l,ant, especially in public figures, ineludes lack of
Lempcral recall (menrory); lack of spatial recall:
failing concentration; diminished language fluency;
poveriy of abstract thinking; failing powers of
judgement, insight, and behaviour; diminished gene-
ial knowledge and vocabulary; fewer personal inte-
rests; declining personal cleanliness, the release oI
primitive trends (often sexual, aggressive, or alco-
holic); breakdown into psychotic states with para-
noid delusions or hallucinations; severe depression
with possible suicide.

lVe cannot finally conquer brain failure, for at
every moment entropy is eroding our very substance.
As aging, trauma, wear and tear, radiations, abra-
sions, abiotrophy, differential absorption and excre-
[ion by all our organs work on us all the time, we
can for a while-for a lifetime-manage to restore
the losses in our molecular structure and function.
But the battle is eventually lost. Nevertheless, it is
a task worthy of the intelligence, arts, and science
of nredicine to postpone those inroads of decay, to
hold back for a while the time when evey particle
in the universe is neither giving nor receiving energy.
Our everyday practice of medicine is manifestly to
maintain life processes of measuring what is nor-
mal and acceptable to us, and correcting what is not.
Brain failure at its most dangerous.

The point to which all that I have already said
has been directed is brain failure in public life.
Clearly Iarge groups of people, millions perhaps, run
Ure risk of having their lives directed by sufferers
fronr brain failure. In medicine there are several
ways of checking whether we are fit for our jobs:
in positions of highest power there are no such strin-
gent precautions. The theme of grave illness affect-
ing pclitical figures has been brilliantly expounded in
L'Etang's The Pathologu ol Leadership. Public life
and l:istory are full of instances of seriously ill men
taking nost important decisions, when they were
clinically in no fit state to do so. Chamberlain had
bowei cancer when he went to pit his wits against
Hitler. At the Yalta conference in 1945 the three
leaclers, Clrurchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin were all
sick men, Roosevelt shortly to die.

Cer[ain prolessiotrs a]ld trades ltavc a staltllor]'
lctireurent agc, perhaps to curb powers that tuay bc

impaired by the failing judgements and technical
skills uI lalcl life. The ltrivilege of trever haviug tt.'

retire rartcl Dirrhal)s llever to tvot'k olther t may l:t'
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seen in the Order of Precedence. What is so speciai
about the royal, religious, judicial, martial, or poli-
tical mind? What is there about what is left of the
brains of princes of the realm and of the Church,
great ofiicers of the law, admirals of the fleet, field
marshals, marshals of the Royal Air Force, states-
men, and politicians that those who contain such re-
markable organs should never have to retire? Why
should it be different for neurosurgeons, locomotive
drivers, airline pilot captains, and income tax ins-
pectors?

An age of retirenent, of becoming an old age pen-
sioner, mttst be directly related to some kind ot
anonymous, partly social, partly medical, assessment
of many conplex factors, though it is full of anoma-
lies. For example, if women have a greate expecta-
tion of life than men, men should get their free bus
passes at 60 while women soldier on until they are
65. As a profession we should try to devise the best
rule for the age of retirement on the grounds that
such an age is most properly determined by the
actuarial likelihood of brain failure. We may well
select 65 as the age of retirement, even though there
are many instances of much longer durations of
brain excellence individually. It may be wise that
several brilliant surgeons lay down their scalpels
at 65 so that one failing operator may be prevented
from causing harm to an occasional patient.

If this is our decision then we must ask for its
general application. We must go further and insist
that there is regular and detailed medical surveill-
ance of all those who take on themselves the tasks
and powers of directing the lives of hundreds, thou-
sands, millions. The House of Commons often keeps
ridiculous hours for important decisions, which would
not be acceptable to any other profession or trade.
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If tire least lapse of a main-line locomotive driver
results in his being relegated to office work or, at
best, shuntirlg, how much more important is proper
medical scrutiny for, say, members of the Cabinet, of
tire Houses of Lords and Commons, board members of
great corporations, High Court judges. The brains
of every member of the Commons could be scannecl
in a month (using a single CAT scanner 12 hours a
day, every day of the week). The medical profes-
sion should organise a campaign towards these ends
on the same lines that have been used in campaign
against smoking and for the enforced use of cash
lielmets and seat belts. Such work to conflict and
persuasion, rvould historically be similar to that which
ended transportation, ensured clean water and ade-
quate drainage, and brought women the vote and
retirement pensions for the elderly (1906 in this
country, 56 years earlier in France).

If we perceive a danger of brain failure lurking,
in a hundred different causes, behind almost any
illness, at almost any age, will any of us bring that
recognition to wider notice? If we feel that retire-
ment is rightly based on what has so far been a
subconscious estimate of medical statistics the age
of retirement must be applied as a rule without ex-
cepL'ons. Arising from the rule is the conclusion
that up to the universal age of retirement the more
important and porverful a post anybody has, in re-
latior: to the numbers of people he manages, the
nore stringent should his medical assessment be.

The sole purpose of such examinations would be
preventive and not punitive: for many of the causes
of brain failure are treatable if detected in their
early stages, and some of the causes are entirely
rvoidable.

British Meilical Journal, March 3, 19?9
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ABOUT ABANDONED CHILDREN
Vrunda Moghe Dev

Tirere are certain advantages as also some disad- Lakshmatr, A fat one would be Ganesh, another
vautages of living in a place that forms part of a wlto held up his palm all the time was Dakshina-
hospital building. I Iive in the front portion of a murthy and so on. As far as I know, there are some
building that housed a well-known hospital in a 33 crole Hindu Gods! The matron could, therefore,
suburb of Bombay. Though a hospitai for womerr, exercise a wide choice!
it lookcd after orphaned and abandoned babies and In the hospital, depar-ture day was D-day. An
helped in finding foster parents. What caught the attorney telephoned in ttre morning asking the hos-
visitor's eye lvas the carefree way in which these pital to keep a baby ready to be sent by that night's
children grew Llp and the stark contrast they pro- tlight. That day, all he ayahs would fuss over the
vided to the over-protected babies wrapped in baby a litile more and doll the baby np with new
coloutfui blankets, cozy in the warmth of tlrelr clothes. When the lawyer arrived, the ayahs with
mothers' bosoms. tearful eyes would fondle the baby in turn, making

The doctor's decision to provide a temporary home tlre wail,ing larvyer more impatient and then bid
Ior snctr babies in her hospital was received with goodbye. Some of them who were not supposed to
mixed feelings. Some old patients remarked: "God be on duty rvould also come back to bid the baby
knows what their origins are - they may well be bood bye, following it to the waiting car and waving
i,he children of 'goondas', of fallen women or may out till the car was out of sight. Heavy-footed they
even be illegitimate." But the doctor was not de- would walk back and sit around remenrbering how
terred and went ahead with her plan despite the sickiy the baby was, how it survived, how it smiled
several risks involved. and so on. Most of the babies slated for foreign

More out of curiosity at first, I used to visit every adoption would stay between four to five months till
evening the bright and airy wards where these babies all the various formalities were completed. What
wele kept, The first batch, I recall, were twins - 

wrung the heart was not their going into good homes

both girls - dark and thin - almost like rodents. but the fact that we would never see them again.

They were barely a day old when they were receivr'd On New Year's Eve last year, the doctor called me
at the hospital. There were doubts in everyone's to take charge of three girls and take them to the
mind - though no one spoke of it openly - about hospital. When I went to collect them, I wondered
theil chances of survival. A week passed with no how anyone could abandon such beautifnl children.
appreciable progress. I often heared the remark: Each of them was a beauty though one had slightly
"T\rt-tut. How can any mother throw away such mongoloid features. I was told that even the rich
babies. . " Some days later Sona and Mona-as they abandoned female children if there liere already too
were officially named-began improving. They turn- many of them at home. One of these three girls,
ed their eyes and heads a bit more and responded Prachi, was smart and beautiful. I was convinced
to sound. Slowly, the ayahs, Ieaving aside other that wherever she went, she was bottnd to attract
things, gathered around the crib to talk to them. notice. When she left for Sweden, f made it a point
Soon, two more babies arrived - a boy and a girl. to keep in touch with her adopted parents. They
Within a week, the boy, as was expected, was adopt- were good enough to keep me informed of her pro-
ed by an Indian family, regardless of his looks. The gress. In one of her recent letters, Prachi's mother
girl, charming by any standard, was left behind anti- wrote: "She has much more hair now - much more
cipating a home. Sona, Mona too were to be adopt- than Swedish children. Yott should hear when we

ed by a Swedish family. Earlier they had been re- go for a walk - many people stop to remark how
jected by Indians on account of their dark skin. pretty she is."

A few more babies arrived, some good looking and Indian couples wishing to adopt a baby are diffe-

some ordinary. Some of them were in a dehidrat- rent and traudle the babies as if they were choosing

ed and merasmic condition. considering trrat not l--dt":t in a shop' selecting one tbey would say:

all babies are decently abandoned in the cradles pro- "She is a bit dark' her uose is funny; can you give

vided by municipal hospitals and orphanages, tneir ltt.,l:l u*"tt time of birth so that rile can ask our

sad state of health waJonly to be expectei.'f wat astrologer " Not so strongly perhaps where malc

told that some of these babies were found in garbage children are concerned, these doubts never came up'

heaps, nullahs or even jungles! In such cases, their Every evening, on my return from my work, I
survival itself was a wonder. found myself magnetically drawn to the hospital.

Meanwhile, it was preparation time for the twins MV 
SaVing 

them a visit and playing with them was

to get set to go sweden. Health reports, blood te;i; lnll]1,^tt*'rded 
bv the wav their faces lit up rvith

and vaccinations, photographs and pattpottt 
"tto 

a stnile when they saw me'

even thumb impressions were ilre order of the dayl Like the rains that come every year, stay for fottr

Mona, the elder of the two, had the habit of sticking months bcfore going away, babies would come, stay

uul hcr' tongue anci the old, religious-[rinclcd uratLoir lor a season and then go awaJ' leaving bittersrvect

of ilre hospital, named her Kali. Ib was intcresting nremories. Every time a helpless new baby arrived.
r.o observe how ilre mat,ron,s imagination ancl $'it hclpless for no fault of its own, my heart hardened

nrovecl on just one track -,- that of gorls and rclig,;ir-rrr lrv the realitles of life's sbruggle wottld meet onee

Everv male child was a Balkrishna, Ra.ma t\l a sgain'



MORVI-APERSONALRESPONSE
Khozema Mansure

The waters of Machu Dam lel loose their fuly ou
Morvi on 12 August killing thousands of people in a
matter of minutes. I felt rather sad in a rather
remote sort of way. Twice during the day of 14
August I felt I slrould, may be even could, do some-
thing. That evening I rnet a close friend. As usual
we taiked about various things including the Morvi
disaster. Our discussion took a serious turn and wc
realised that for a long long time we had simply
been talking and brooding about human rniseries,
rural developrnelt, contraciictions the meaning oi
life and things like that from the security and com-
forts of our city life. The Morvi disaster was some-
[hing concrete that had happened. It hardly left
any scope for inteliectual rationalisation of any
sort. Thousands had died. Many more were in a
s'uate of shock. There was devastation all over'. A
Ict needed to be done. And there was no time. I
no longer felt remote about a disastel of this scale
unless I was able to do something specific about it.
Discussing Morvi as an intellectual's lazy pastime
was utterly futile. Here was an option to do some-
'ihing in scme small but positive manner or to just
forget Molvi even existed! We were off to Morvi
that night itself.

Some practical problems. My friend and I are
botir selaried employees. What iiappens to our pro-
fessional obligation? Frankly at that point of time
we hardly gave any thought to it. We were not be-
ing fair to our employers in absenting ourselves from
work and that too for an indefinite period of time.
However oul immediate concern was the people oI
Molvi and on the rational plane hardly had an
opportunity presented itself which called for a clear
cut action unencumbered by any kind of reasoning.
Second question. What if we were fired from oul
jobs for prolonged absence (if this became neces-
saryr? We thought it did not really matter. In a
big city like Bombay one could always find another.

Thc journey to Rajkot was filled with a lot of
anxiety and thoughts. We had never done the kind
of work which we thought was in the offing. Every-
one around in the bus had Morvi on his lips. W:
tlied to cheer ourselves by cracking jokes, drinking
chai at every second stop and admiring the beauty
of Adivasi women.

We reached Rajkot on the afternoon of 15 August.
We spoke to a few people there and to our dis-
appointment learnt that there was hardly anything
we could do. The survivors of Morvi had already
been evacuated to hastily set up transit camps at
Rajkot and Gondal. They were being well looked
after by the local people. One was overwhelmed to
see volunteers collecting a few chappatis and hottse-
liold items from eacl-r household. Morvi was a ghost
torvn. AII that remained to be clone was the relno-
val oI dead bodies. I am no sympathiser oI thir
R.S.S. but we were informed by reliable sources that
only the R.S.S. volutrteels werc engagcd iu titc
rtrcluous and sottl-breaking task of rentot'ing eorl")ses.
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rvirile the military and police officials rnerely stood
by Iilie mildly interesied passers by. Full marks for
the R.S.S. volunteers for this most humane and diffi-
cult venture.

Entry to Morvi was lestricted by the anthorities un-
less one was prepared to help in the massive task of
crlearing the ctrrpses. Unfortunately I was not a per-
son cut out fol ttris kind of work. Not that the phy-
sical strain would be too heavy but I can't bear i;he
sight of dead bodies so badly multilated and mauled.
lVe pondered over a cup of tea as to what our next
step should be. Tlrere were enough people in Raj-
kot to 'cok rftar the refugees and I was not capable
of doing what needed to be done, so vre grabbed the
train leaving that night for Bombay - and back
to work.

Our train steamed into Bombay Central in the
eally hours of 17 August. As the cab sped home-
wards, the familiar streets appeared to be smiling,
the cold rvind blowing into my face and f was just
too tired to think about anything....

Ne:<t day, ab the office one of my colleagues re-
nrarked, 'Hello, Morvi returned?" I was clean
bowled. ... I didn't know what to say!

not Just exclusive... marvel.lour I
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A TIME FOR VINDICATION
John M. Geddes

Friedrich lon Hayek, one of the strongest, and al
times one of the few, economic voices advocating ilre
reduction of the govemment's role in the economy,
is finally finding himself in the position of a Cassen-
dra who suddenly discovers that people are listen-
ing.

The Nobel laureate - who just turned 80 - is
back in fashion.

Margeret Thatcher, Britain's newly elected prime
minister, is said to be a strong supporter of his views.
And although Prof. von Hayek labels the Tory vic-
tory in Britain as I "passing phenomenon," he ob-
viously relishes the lift for his economic philosophy
that the vlctory signifies.

"It gives me great satisfaction to see my teach-
ings are at last taking effect," he said last week.
"Where I really get my comfort is in the new gene-
ration growing up. I find rapidly increasiig support
in the generation that is now in their 30s."

"I would almost say that, if the politicians don't
destroy the world in the next 20 years, there's very
good hope," he said. But, he added, "f'm not ver.y
optimistic that the politicians will not destroy the
world."
Against Maittstreant

For the last 30 years, Prof. von Hayek's views have
been in sharp coutrast to the mainstream of econo-
mic thought. While others have cailed for varying
degrees of government intervention in the economy
to cushion the effects of changes in unemployment
and prices, he has propounded a sharply reduced
role for the siate.

The clash relegated him to an obscure position in
tire economic pantheon, with one writer characteriz-
ing his contribution as only "of some antithesis
value in intellectual discourse."

"I lrad become one of the best-known economists
in rny 30s." the professor said, "but then two things
happened - the complete counter-review of Keynes
succeeded and I discredited myself by writing 'The
Road to Serfdom."

"Because the book was so unpopular with my
colleagues, for 30 years my reputation was in steady
decline. Only in the past 10 years has it begun tcr
recover," he said.

"The Road to Serfdom," a lp44 best-seller in 12
languages, was clearly a turning point in Prof. von
Hayek's llfe.

Born in 1899, he studied law and psychology, then
economics, at the University of Vienna. He held
positions at the Austrian Institute of Economic
Science, then rnoved to London in 1931 for positions
first at the London School of Economics. Eventu-
ally he went to the University of Chicago, before
returning to Austria in l9?2 to accept a llfetime
charr at the University of Freiburg.

He did pioneering work on bnsiness cycles, price
thcory and ploduciion. One of his prime conclu-
sions rvas that excess expansion in tlre public sector,
gove':nment deficit spending and expansion in the
tnon-.y supply of ccntral bLnks rvere main causes of
economic problems.

In 1944, by then a British subject, Prof. von Hayek
wrote the impas.sioned "Road to Serfdom." In it he
argued that movements toward socialism, towards
centralized planning, involved the loss of personal
freedom and eventual totalitarianism. The argu-
meuts, prirnarily directed at the socialist roots of
Nazism in Germany, were, in effect, a broadside at
Keynesian economic thought.

"When the government has to decide how many
pigs are to be reared, or how many buses are to be
run wlrich coal nines to operate or at rvhat prices
boots are to be sold, these decisions cannot be de-
dnced from principles or settled for long periods in
a.dvance," he wrote. "In the end, somebody's vierv
rvill have to decide whose interests are more impor-
tant and tlrese views must become the law of the
iand..'

John Maynard Keynes, the British economist who
revolutionized economic theory advocating cheap
rnoney and public investment during a recession to
maintain full employment, sympathized and liked
Prof. von Hayeir's book, but he disagreed rvith its
conclusions. He wrote to Prof. von Hayek saying,
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Freedom First

"i should say that rvhat rve want is not no planning
or even less planning; indeed I should say that we
almost certainly want more."

Together with Dr. Gunnar Myrdal, the Swedish
economist, Prof. von Hayek received the Nobel award
in 1974 for work in both monetary and social realms.
As was noted at the time, their policy conclusions, if
foliowed literaily, would be self-canceling. While
Prof. r'on Hayek abhors extensive government inter-
vention in the economy Dr. Myrdal was an impor-
tant architect of the Swedish Labour Party's wel-
fare state.

'Symptom ol Recoaery'

The award, Prof. von Hayek said, "was a symptom
of the recovery of my reputation." But, he caution-
ed, "I don't think that because you're a Nobel Prize
winner you're necessarily a good adviser on econo-
mic policy."

In fact, Paul Samuelson, also a winner of the
Noble Prize for Economics, once said that Prof. von
Hayek at one time wanted to return to the l9th cen-
tury days of limited Whig government.

"That's correct," Prof. von Hayek said. The Whig
aim was to create a governmental framework for the
economy and then only provide services outside the
economy, which the market cannot supply.

The currrent drive toward a welfare state to create
a just economy, he feels "is nonsense. Only indivi-
dual action can be just." As the distribution of
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Irealth or strengtir or beauby, cannol be made a

matter of justice, so the things cannot be made
just, he argues.

"Presenb policies are making things worse and
worse and we get the natural situation where people
despair," he said. "The Keynesian remedy for un-
employmest has failed, and we're driven by his pre-
sciption to more and more inflation at the same time
nnemployment rises."

"The general pubiic draws the conclusion that capi-
talism has been a failure. But, in fact, it is we who
have destroyed it." He said the two main blows
against capitalism have heen the increasing power
of trade unions and nsing "monetary policies in a
hopeless way."

He dismisses any braking eflect on the economic
spiral by having economists in government. "I don't
think you can be a really good economist and be res-
ponsible for solving problems of expediency.

"My taisk is to make politically possible what is
not yet politically possible by changing public opi-
nion," he said.

'fhe change in public opinion is occurring, he not-
ed, but the result is sometimes misplaced. Of the
U.S. tax revolt. he said, "It may be a politically ex-
pedient way to bring pressure, but it certainly oro-
vides no solution, If the government is committed
to expenditure, it will just finance it by inflation in-
stead of taxation."

Ir)



WORLD NEWS
IMPRESSIONS OF A VISITOR TO TIBET

Tsultrint Tersey is a Tibetan refugee resident in
Switzerland. He is 31, a graduate of the University
oI Florence, lrighly articulate in several languages
and a sound observer.

In May of this year he was able to spend 20 days
in Lhasa, staying with his parents. During that
time some 1,300 Tibetans came to see him. He was
able to talk to them privately in Tibetan and thus
collect a wide variety of impressions. His evidence
is thus of special value.

The picture he paints is one of men, women and
children having to do hard manual work for long
hours !o earn enough to buy the low food ration
allowed to them, whereas in the old days there was
always a sufficiency of food in Tibet.

Clothes are hard for the ordinary people to get.
Three of Tsultrim Tersey's sisters have been sterilis-
ed because no food ration is given for the third or
any subsequent child. His parents' house was empty
of precious things.

He records that the vast majority of Tibetans want
to be independent of China and revere the Dalai
Lama. There is widespread underground dissent and
many prisoners. Possession of the Dalal Lamir's
photograph is a crime.

About 2,000 Khampas were in Lhasa at the same
time as Tsultrim Tersey, having come from Eastern
Tibet on a false rumour that the the Dalai Lama
r..'ould visit Lhasa.

Algernon Rumbrld, President, Tib:t Soc. of United Kingdom

The Daily Tclegraph, July 26

TITOS MTSSTNG MRS. GETS AN AIRING
After a two-year vanishing act. President Tito's
disgraced third wife, Jovanka, has finally reappearerl
in public, apparently in good health---nt a Belgracl
cemetery.

The mystery of what happenecl to Jovanka, o for-
mer nurse who married Marshal Tito in 19b2, still
continues to fascinate Yugoslavs. No official expla-
nation was ever provided for her disgrace, but dozens
of theories were formulated.,ranging from deep poli-
tical intrigues to a simple domestic tiff.

Most Yugoslavs claiming to be in the know believe
tlrat President Tito's marriage with Jovanka has now
been formally dissolved. Jovanka is said to have
been retired on a major's pension (the rank she
reached in the Army) and to be livlng with friends
in a smart residential quarter of Belgrade.

Once Tito's constant companion, Jovanka has bcen
out of bounds to the official press since June, l9??.
The efforts devoted to ensuring that she was always
pictured by Tito's side are now spent seeing that she
never again graces the pages of a Yugoslav news-
I)aper. Rut, given her former prominencc. it is a
dif ficult task. Old librar'1 :;hots of presiclcnt Tito
occasionally contain tell-tale glimpses of a fcminine
elbow or knee.

It ha:; becn cven morc clifficrrlt. trr rcuior.i' Jova-
ruka's smiling facc she i\'as knorvn as "Yrrgosmile".

from the public imagination. Her fellow Serbs have
a soft spo0 for underdogs, and she has taken on a
rnartyr-like image since her disgrace.

In his sole public comment on the affair, Presi-
dent Tito told an, American interviewer in March,
19?8, that Jovanka remained his wife, but she made
him nervous and he found it easier to travel alone.

Spotting the woman who has replaced Jovanka at
Tito's side-if indeed there is such a woman-has
Lreconte a favourite game among Yugoslavs, Possi-
ble candidates include an airline hostess, a journa-
list, a masseuse, and an opera singer.

Michaei Dobbs, The Guardicn July 13, 19?9

PEASANT PROPRIETORSHIP _SOVIET STYLE

The Soviet state may be the world's largest farmer;
but Russians would go very hungry if collective
workers did not grorv little rows of vegetables and
keep a ferv pigs and chickens in their back yards.
Without these small personal contributions, the
open air markets in all towns would close down,
fresh vegetables, eggs, meat, milk and potatoes would
be almost unobtainable, and migration from the
countryside would turn into a stampede.

Nearly a third of all the fooal produced in Russia
is grown on little plots privately tilled by individual
members of the huge rural population. After years
of sniping at this survival of the free market, the
authorities have now put economics before ideology
and are trying to encourage private-sector farming
in every way possible. Last December President
Bezhnev said that farmworkers should be made to
feel "that by raislng cattle and poultry on their
household plots they are doing a useful thing, some-
thing of state importance".

American experts estimated some years ago that
private farming accounted for almost a third of all
man-hours expended in Soviet agriculture ,and
almost a tenth of all man-hours expended in the
whole economy. According to Russian statistics,
there are 32m tiny private plots. They make nf)
only a small fraction of the total land under culti-
vation, but provide a quarter of the country's vege-
tables, two thirds of its potatoes and a third of its
meat and mili<. Collective farm labourers get no less
than a quarter of their incomes from their private
plots.

After Stalin's collectivisation of agriculture, party
ideologues maintained that private plots would fade
away as the collective farms, with their up-to-date
machinery and scientific managment, got going.
tiut the huge state farms have never been able to
satisfy demand. They are often inefflclent, many of
workers are elderly, and their distrlbution system is
poor.

Khrushchev tried to get the peasants to work
harder on tlre collective farms by restricting their
lrrivate farming. But food prodttction failed to in-
crease, and aitcr his fall the restricliorrs welt
quietly dropped. Peasants can now keep a eow, ir

calf, two or tlrree plgs, 10 sheep or goats and a fair
ruumber of chickens, geese, ducks, rabbits and bees;

and these ceilings may even be removed altogel,her.
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Freed,om First

Since Khrnshchev's fall the Russians have 'slleut
huge sutns on agriculture, the Achilles heel of their
economy. Nearly a third of all Rttssian investment
goes on fertilisers, farm meehanisation and agricul-
tural training centres, but bad weatlrer, poor stor-
age facilities and transport problems constantly
hold back production. After the disastrous grain
harvest of l9?5, millions of animals had to be slaugh-
tered, a blow from which the country is still re-
covering. Meat is still scarce outside Moscow, Lenin-
grad and the big cities.

So the Communist party began discreetly to soften
its ideological opposition to "ancillary farming", as
it is officially known, and to portray it as a natural
offslroot of the system. Mr. Brezhnev himself ad-
mitted last surnmer that "this form of labour, which
does not involve exploitation, plays a usefnl role in
our economy at this time", The ministry of agri-
culture recently introduced measures to boost pro-
duction on private plots.

The government is also trying to get town-dwel-
lers to go out and dig. They are allowed plots of
up to 600 square yards with up to 20 chickens, five
rabbits and five beehives. The press often points
out the benefits of work on these allotments in
teaching urban youth the value of physical labour,
while cutting down crime and drunkenness. Fac-
tories aer being encouraged to start market gardens
and use the produce to feed their workers.

Yet a new generation has grown up on the mecha-
nised factory.farms which has never learnt how to
milk a cow, skln a rabbit or cure a sick goat. Books
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al'e now being suplisired by the million to show peo-
ple the basics of private farming. The Russian
authorities still cannot steel themselves to the idea
that tire middle way between the giant state farm
and the tiny smallholding is probably more efficient
and productive. The principle of collective agricul-
ture really would be dead and buried if they did.

The Economisf, August l8' 19?9
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Book Review

"AFTERMATH" Marlin Bormln and the Fourth
Reicb by Ladislas Farago. Pan Books, Edition 1976

550 pages, Price t 1.25

liationai Socialism of the Hitler pattern has been e
simmering phenomenon in Latin America since the
days of the Third Reich. Recently there have been
signs of Neo Nazism rearing its ugly head in the
USA and UK but with racial undertones. Soon
after the death of Pope Paul VI, allegations were
made by certain parties of the passive and negative
attitude adopted by him in maintaining diplomatic
silence over the atrocities committed against the
Jews of Europe during World War II when he was
Deputy Secretary of State to the late Pope Pius XII.

Ladislas Farago's extremely well documented book
cn Martin Borman and the Fourth Reich throws
added light on these events; wisely, it is left to rea-
ders to draw their own conclusions. None of us who
call ourselves human beings can ever accept the
untold atrocities committed by Adolf Hitler and hls
Third Reich aglinst the Jews of Europe in the hey-
Cay of National Socialism. That tap on the back or
hnock at the door followed by the uttering of those
two ominous words "'Juden Raus" brought untold
fear to the millions of Jews living in Festung Europa.
The concentration camps at Belsen, Auschwitz,
Treblinka, Soblbor, Birkenau, Ravensbruck, Riga,
and others, are too well known to merit description.
The activities in these camps, sordid and bestial as

they were, must be retold to remind human beings
of their depth of depravity. Here, men, women and
children were subjected to untold indignities and
rniseries, deprived of their belongings, humiliated
and finally put to death by every conceivable, fien-
dish means in gas chambers, in specially construct-
ed sealed vans into which was fed carbon monoxide
gas trom their exhausts and unimaginable and de-
spicable medical tests and even under the guise of
euthanasia. These helnous crimes, shorn of all
norms of decency, were executed by such "famous"
names as Heydrich, Himmler, Muller, Eichmann,

Dr. Mengele, Klaus Barbie, Stangl and a host of
other "butchers" who faithfully implemented orders
from the top 

- 
at times, over zealously - to achi-

eve the "Final Solution" (Endlosung) - the exter-
mination of every living Jew. The man who relay-

ed Hltler's infamous orders and even went to the

extent of paraphrasing them was none other than
Reichsleiter, Martin Borman, Head of the Nazl Party,

Secretary to Hitier and father of nlne children!

Altermatlr, is the story of Martin Borman, the

Nazi Machiavelli, who is alleged to have met his encl

orr April 30, 1945, outside the Fuehrer's bttnker in
srnouldering Berlin ravaged by Allied bombers and

massive Red Army artillery. But did Borman really

die? Ladislas Farago, Hungarian by btrth' an offi-
cer of U.S. Intelllgenee in World War II' freelance

journalist and correspondent for the Sunday Chro-
nicle, thinks not. With his investigative and in-
quisite background. he proceeds to demolish the
theory of Borman's death in 1945 and, in doing so,
unravels the efforts of the Nazis who escaped
Nuremberg and the gallows to set up a Fourth Reich
with Martin Borman as the Fuehrer. To achieve
this singular aim, Farago examined masses of docu-
rnents met hundreds of people and even exposed
himself to possible death to achieve his singular
airn. His travels took him to Denmark, England,
Spain, Italy, Austria, Poland and Germany in
Europe, and Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay,
Chile, Peru, Ecuador and the USA in the New World.

Why a Fourtlr Reich? Was not the Third Reich
dead and buried with Adolf Hitler on April 30, 1945?

Parago thinks not and his arguments supported by
seemingly incontrovertible facts are convincing.
There is little doubt that the cult of Nazism has
strong roots in South America with its large German
population and exiled Nazis who, like Borman, found
a safe refuge there. What better rallying point than
Martin Borman? Farago is convinced that were it
otherwise why would these Nazi exiles and Nazi
sympathizers go to the extent they did to protect
Borman from being abducted by the Israelis or ex-
tradited to Germany to faee the law. There were
other reasons, according to Farago, for the setting
up of a Fourth Reich, viz. anti-communism, and the
uses this reason, very cleverly, to explain the atti-
tude of the post-war Catholic Church in assisting
the escape of Nazi criminals of the ilk of Borman, to
South America. Farago's arguments and exposition
in this context are persuasive and throw light on
this contentious subject.

The manner in which certain Governments drag-
ged their feet in making information available and
in bringlng these war crimlnals to book have been
aptly descrlbed by Farago who says: "How help-
less, powerless and splneless even great and decent
nations can be", to which one is tempted to add
"or want to be"! This explains why it took 25 years

io bring Stangl to book and 3 years to build the
case of a known criminal who was responsible for
exterminating, at the Treblinka and Sobibor death
camps 'only", 400,000 persons out of 700,00. For
this deed Sbangl was awarded the honorific of the
"Best Camp Commandant in Poland"!

A compelling book altogether by the author of
"Patton". One cannot but admire his perslstence
though one wonders whether this determination to
prove that Borman did not die in 1945 is due to
some deep-seatcd hatred for the Nazis, Borman's
importance, or Just to satisfy his ego. Whatever it
is, the book is well worth reading and one wonders
whether Neo Nazism will surface, if not for any other
reason than to further the cause of racism in UK,
USA and South Africa.

Maj. Gen. E. D'SOUZA (Retd.)
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OG\ \ tnsight into the politicsl scenc throughout tha ?lt.
and fall (and rire ?) of lndira Gandhi can bo galncd lrom
Nihal Singh's book; he i6 among thc tound.it rnd
wisost ot lndien politicat journalistr lnd ihi3 13.
collection ol hi3 articlcr ih thc Calcuttr StrtdrrD.
Among those who rhould reed it. ac wcll ar thc
calegorl€s mentioncd eatlior. arc p6opla who lmegino
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NEW STATESMAN ( London }

oo\ \ lr i, dilficult io predict the 3hap. ol thing3 to com..
But ratlection on the tumultuous time3 lndia haa baan
through may yield.valuable clues rnd lesson3, lt i!
precisely for this reason that Mr S. Nihal Singh's lotcrt
book lndira's lndia should be read carsfully..;
Wh.t 3tand3 out throughout is Mr Singh's tcrupulour
tairness; ha lpares noither M13 Grndhi nor the
Janata leadors nor !ny onc elta. Nor do€3 ha lerh
out unduly. And the book is cmincnlly.rcadabl..
Rtroly doca one com€ rcroSs rn awkward trnlGnca
or r jrrring notc."

, THE HIilDUSTHAN T]MES

oo\ \ Sincc the lell ol tndiri Gandhi in thc Mrrch 197?
ganrral rlection. the toimer Prim. Mini3trr'r doingt
during her years of power havc been . tcmpting
subrect for many author3. All kinds of writers, cxpcrt
in tholr craft or novices, havo tried to cash ln on tha
Emergency litoratura boom. S. Nihal Singh'r book too
is likely to be taksn ai rnother volume on the
Emergoncy or it3 aftermath. lt i3 not axlctly so. tha
book l3 a collection of the ruthor'3 3ignad wlakly
column in Tho StatcEman, of which he ir.thc chicf
cditor. A3 r klcnobsGrvcr of thc politicrl.vant. ottha
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\ - Mr Nihal Singh'r book ir quitc dirtinct lrom mort ol

thr contornpoary publicationr on thc lndira ragim.. lt
i3 . di3partsionata analysis of the majot politlc.l sv.ntt
and the behaviour of our promincnt parlonSlitiaa
during the rnost fateful viarc (1369-aarly 19781 ol
lndcpencJent lndia...
Ablo sdiiirrg has enabled the book to lvoid. ditjoint.d
look. lt r8tlrer impresse3 thc raadGtt !3 4 cohcr.nt
and lairly cornpleie account of th. ri3. snd lall of lndirr
Gandhi. Moreover, many shrewd ob3crvation3 rnd
intelligent hints tor thG futuro shlpe of Gvants will
make onG feel that rhere are iournalists who mrY,
at times. excel the practising politician3 in thc
lssessrngnt of political tituations."
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Lettcrs

Panvel Aircrash
Sir,

The latest aircrash involving the controversial and
unreliable AVRO aircraft 

- 
the fourth in the last

two years - is a sad commentary on the airworthi-
ness of our Avro aircaft. It pained us when some
people expressed in the press their relief that no
VIP was involved in this aircrash. No VIps were
involved in the earlier AVRO crashes either and
hence this complacency! If some VIPs were involv-
ed in the lirst AVRO aircrash, the subsequent tra-
gedies would not have occurred at all. Are no[ the
victims the VIPs so far as their close relations are
concerned?

It may be recailed that IAC was forced to ground
many of our AVRO aircrafts a few years ago after
strong protests from all our pilots. It is indeed
shocking to hear that all of them are back in the
air after some perfunctory repairs! We hope that
tire latest tragedy will open the eyes of our govern-
ment and the IAC authorities, and all the AVRO air-
craft would be grounded for good.

What is most shocking is that no minister or senior
IAC official bothered to visit the site of the wreck-
:rge or lnorgue where the dead bodies were on dis-
play for identification. In sharp contrast to this
callousness, it may be recalled that Shri J.R.D. Tata.
the then Chairman of Air India had lost no time
in visting the site of the wreckage when Air India,s
Jumbo crashed and personally calling on the rela-
tions of the victims concerned.

We wonder why the belongings of the victims were
not left on the dead bodies, as that would have en-
abled the relatives of the victims to identify the
bodies.

(Mrs) Suman Sumant Bankeshwar
M. S. Gangoli A. S. Golikeri R. A. Golikeri

Sri Lanka-A Point of View
Sir
Ceylon underwent a much harsher and more oppre-
ssive form of authoritarian rule than India between
19?0-1977 under Mrs. Bandaranaike because she
gained a 2/3 majority which enabled her to change
the constitution, introduce special courts, take over
the press and suppress freedom to suit her. There
was nothing to check her. The feudal character of
the Ceylonese leaders never made them understand
what the sovereignty of the people imeanq. The
Soulbury Constitution by laying down that parlia-
ment cannol gp beyond five years and .that parlia-
ment should consist of two houses assured the sove-
reignty of the people as somethlng that mattered ln
Lanka. All that was thrown overboard by the Sri
Lanka Constitution of. L972,

The real malaise of Lanka today is the lack of
liberalism for Lanka, and liberalism for most Asian
co'.rntries would mean something not quite the same
as whaL utosl, oI tire so-called Asian deuroolaLs ruearr.

Politics in Ceylon has been crude and corrupt be-
cause racial and religious bias has been emphasisecl
encl because of this, intolerance of Lhe oppositiotr
rurrcl opposition parties has been severe. The llerties

Itave also not L.een strictly secular parties and be
cause of this inefficient and incapable leaders were
able to trold their own as it happens even today. In
India it has been identified as the malaise, and the
frere play that is being given to political forces is
likely to resolve the question. In Ceylon it is just
the contrary. The ecohomic crisis in Sri Lanka de-
veloped about 1968 but from that time the parties
iu power have been fighting shy of elections and
thwarting democracy to bring about massive routs
wheu elections canle. F:lections et the appropriate
time could have obviated all these sharp reactions.

The open door policy to foreign goods that has
been adopted in the present confusion is not doing
mucir good because propersity to industrialisation
has slackened and export oriented industries pro-
ducing goods at high prices for the Western market
are started and pushed through, ignoring the home
market, which apparently is contrary to a proper
North South dialogue.

Liberalism in Asia, at least in Sri Lanka, thus
ought to be appreciative of situations at home and
abroad to render a balance and evenness to global
prosperity.

A. E. Gunawardena
President

Ceylonese Liberal Party

Intellectuals and Elections
Sir,

Amongst all the Janata party leaders. Mr. Vaj-
payee has earned the reputation of being a liberal
leader with the aptitude for cbange, dynamism and
progress notwithstanding his past association with
the Jan Sangh. T'l:erefore his recent call to invite
the intellectuals to participate and contest for the
forthcoming General Elections to the Lok Sabha has
to be welcomed. But the political situation in the
country during the last three decades has been so
much polluted with the self-seeking, corrupt and
professional politicians, who have successfully kept
the intellectuals in the backgound since the latter
are not competent to compete with the politicians.

Mr. Vajpayee s call to intellectuals would have
been more relevant if the Janata Party had encou-
raged the intellectuals and given them the place of
honour during the 19?? elections as well as during
the last 2{ years' rule of the Janata party. During
the last elections the Janata leaders did not encou-
rage the intellectuals among the politicians who had
a creditable record and contribution; to mention
only two names Mr. Minoo Masani and Mr. Balraj
Madhok. who ought to have been selected to the
Lok Sabha. While the Janata Government did not
give respect to the former as the Chairman of the
Minorities Comrnission, the latter was denied a
Janata ticket from Delhi. Therefore, I am afraid
that unless some radical changes are made in our
body politic in respect of elections and filling up of
the seats in onr Parliament and State Legislatures.
it is not possible for honest and able intellectttals
to contribute and play their due role in the rough
and tumble of polities

B. M. Baliga, The IIirtcltt 29-9-?9
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WITH MAI\Y VOICES
"The deep

Moans rodnd rvrth many voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

The national sport of the Anrericatrs is no longer
football, basketball or baseball. It is law and liti-
gation. There are 46?,000 lawyers in the United
States.

N. A. PalkhLvala, Bhauan's Journal, August 12

You find on many occasions that the bureaucracy
in the United States, as in India, has more informa-
tion than knowledge, more knowledge than wisdom,
and more intelligence than imagination.

Dr. Daniel Moynihan, Bhauan's Journal, August 12

-Tennysott.

The freedom of the subject is
laws.

N. A. Palkhivala, Bhaaan's

the silence of the

JourtruI, August 12

"The present caretaker
taking really goodcare- of

If you must sin, sin against God, not against the
bureaucracy. God may forgive you, but the bureau-
cracy never will.

Hyman Riekover, Bhaodn's Journal, August 12

Politicians who have been shouting "The law shall
take its course" are showing us what course the law
takes when a society is led by the unscrupulous.

Arun Shourie,'trnd,ian Etpress, September 2?

Individual Americans have a bad habit of going
into another nation's kitchen, starting lamb stew
and then leaving when it is boiling, for someone else
to supervlse.

Elizabeth R. L. LittleJohn, Ecolonrist, September 8

Some legislators had breakfast with one party,
lunch with another party and dinner with yet
another party.

Reference to Karnataka Legislators.in the

Times ol India; Sepbember 28

Deliver the mail, defend the shores, and get the
hell out of my life.

A candidate for the Governorship of the State of

Wisconsin (USA), Bhatsan's Journal, August 12

This afterncon in Brighton Messrs Wedgwood Benn
and Heffer and their union allies commence the
great campaign to carry the labour Parliamentary
party, kicking and screaming, back into the 19th
century.

The DailU Telegraph, September 28

"All communist parties," "believe in feeding their
snpporters on selected diet.

A Political Commentatot in Ind,ia Tod,ay,

September 16-30

Happy is the nation which can have civil servants
without tlre bureaucracy!

N. A. Palkhivala, B/lauatt's JotLrtvtl, August 12

Government, "believes in
itself, that is."

India Today, October l-15

t9 y.r[ roo, wr w..a r dngla. almpla
linq cnlt. fodav. oua tarlilr com9lu
rniof rhr lrrgdrt in tha wotld. ln t977'
ar caotr!d tht 8r. tO-crora mtrl.
Our manufrctu.ing tacllitict lr! varY

darn and highlv aulomatad, Wa hlvl ona
\. hrgrrt loomth.dt-2.t 00 lutomlllc

r undcr ono rool I

/. w.rr thq lirtt colton tartila mill to
-ll tho r.volutioorty ultr! ileh spccd

!|..hultl.l.tt waavlne machlnat in
ir. Th. li.rt to produc. la?ty tow.l.
rutomrlic ircquard loomr, And ona
rha liot to inrttll I roltrv acraan
tlnC mtchlna.

lre measure of achievement

Ou? lrb?lcr rra artortad to lll lh.
.6Dhlrrlcrt.d frthion catrttal ln tha wolld.
ln i9t? rlona, arpotta arcaadad Rt. l7 crotal'
f.lind our totrl uoort ratnlnqt Jnca
Itrd.D;nd.nc. to Ri.1t3 cror.a-whlch ll
onr.i.nth of lndh't arDottl ol cotton
t.rtll.r I Thlt .rport gattormmo h.t aarnad
to. ut, ova. tha irtt!, svarll lwarda3
. Thr Frdantlon of lndlan Chamb.rt ot

comm.rc. arid lnduttry ll72 Awltd fct
plonGrlng arpoll lchlavamani.

o th. Gova.nmant ol lndla Awltd tot
outrtrnding rchi.vamant ln axPott
groFotloo tot 1972-7t.

. fh. Gov..nmcnt ol Mahrtrthtta
Dir.cto.rt. ol lnduttrl.r Prira fot batl
axport p.rto.m!nc. tor 1!t3-?{.

. Th. TdDrocil Aw!rd lor outrt.ndlng
.xport p.tlormrncr in 197t.77.

How't lhrt for rchirvamrnl t
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