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EVADING THE TRUTH :

ABOUT AFRICAN, MIDDLE EASTERN
AND COMMUNIST REGIMES.

NISSIM EZEKIEL

For more than a year, Iraq and Iran have
been engaged in a war. Both countries have dic-
tatorial, fanatical, and cruel regimes, their socie-
ties in a state of barbaric religious fundamenta-
lism.

Most of the other Middle-Eastern countries
are in the same regressive condition. There is
little or no democracy, freedom and social jus-
tice to be found among them. Values and atti-
tudes are largely mediaeval. Dissenting indivi-
duals and groups have a hard time surviving.

Some Middle-Eastern dictators are not satis-
fied with the absolute power they exercise over
their own unhappy people. They have wider po-
litical ambitions, ranging from direct territorial
control to hegemony and influence in the style
of the Soviet Union and other Communist coun-
tries. The most obvious example of this is the
dictater of Libya for whom ‘revolutionary jus-
tice” means killing those opposed to him. He has
announced this conviction in an internationally
circulated journal.

The Middle-Eastern countries belong to the
“non-aligned” movement, No resolution can be
passed at meetings of that movement against
their oppressive, ruthless, narrow.minded and
dogmatic practices, which violate all the norms
of modern liberalism and humane modes of
thinking. Fair play, compassion and human

rights have been wiped-out in this part of the-

world.

At the movement’s latest meeting in New
York, it accused the United States of committing
aggression against Libya. How was it committ-
ed? Attacked over international waters, two
American planes shot down the Libyan planes
that were doing the attacking. Were the waters
international? Of course, but Libya had staked
a claim to an extension beyond the distance
hitherto considered legitimate.

Bravo, Libya! Bravo, 93 nations of the non-
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aligned movement! Bravo, the third world!

What else? Ah yes, there are those Israeli
excavations in Jerusalem. And there was the
South African rugby team’s tour. Surely they
must be condemned. What about the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan? Silence! Better to
have another shot at the Camp David agreement.

So it goes with the peace-loving, non-aligned
movement. Never would it dare to take note of
Poland, When it comes to Namibia or Angola it
located the wvillain effortlessly, i.e., literally
without making any intellectual effort to grasp
some of the less obvious implications, such as
the discovery of Soviet arms and advisors among
the rebels.

Does it not mean that being non-aligned re-
quires ignoring Sovet presence and intentions,
actions and threats, while being sensitively
critical of even the most minor gestures of
resistance by any other involved and concerned
forces? In fact, there ought to be no such forces!

India has appealed in the Commonwealth

conference in Melbourne for an end to “Big-
Power confrontations” It has asked the Com-
monwealth to use its influence on the Big

Powers “in quiet ways”, to ensure “restraint and
conciliation”. It sounds very reasonable and
sensible, until one reminds oneself how it is spelt
out in practice.

Why and how does a confrontation take place
or threaten to between the two Big Powers?
India and most of the third world including the
non-aligned nations are not interested in this
basic question. It is the greatest source of weak-
ness in their understanding of the contemporary
politico-ideological problem. They refuse to
Tecognise the fact that it is the avowed policy
of the Soviet Union and its allies to expand
their hegemony. They are restrained only by
the other Big Power and its allies.

The restaint and the accepted constraint are
all a part of over-all Communist strategy. Not
to know this is to live in an unreal world.

So, if Big-Power confrontations are to be
prevented, through Commonwealth and Non-
aligned influence, they can only be by
allowing Communist expansion inch by inch.
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