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- LIBERAL IDEAS

WELCOME FAROOQ ABDULLAH!

WHAT is the first thing a newly
sworn-in Chief Minister should
do? He should dismiss his entire
Cabinet and justify it with sound
and fury!

Since lovers of freedom and
democracy are often admirers of
authoritarianism, he is sure to be
praised in some quarters for show-
ing “mettle”. He is warned, of
course, that the new men he
appoints as Ministers should be
more - efficient and honest than
their predecessors. But this is
mere blah blah.

A day later, when the new
Cabinet is announced, it is report-
ed that “most of the ministers . . .
“are inexperienced in the art of
government.” So they have had no
opportunities of displaying their
inefficiency and dishonesty!

Why did Dr. Farooq Abdullah
behave as he did? Is there any
rational justification for it? If his
example is worthy of being fol-
lowed, as seems to be recom-
mended, why should not the new
Chairman of a newspaper combine
dismiss his whole old team of
editors and chief executives? Why
shouldn’t a new Chancellor dis-
miss the Vice-Chancellor, and a
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new Vice-Chancellor dismiss all
the old guard in the University,
heads of departments, registrar
and assistant registrars, etc.?

Whatever the legal difference,
surely it would be showing “met-
tle”; and the promise of a “new
look” can be trusted to bring
forth an immediate recognition of
one’s “capacity for leadership”.

Kashmir’s new Chief Minister,
within 48 hours of succeeding his
lion-hearted father, has already
belied expectations of initiative
and drive. The Cabinet he has
appointed has no new look. And
he is now ranged against those he
has arbitrarily and quite unjustly
deprived of their jobs. Besides,
there is the brother-in-law, Mr.
G. M. Shah.

The setting in Kashmir is per-
fect for politics that is almost
entirely concerned with the strug-
gle to acquire or retain power,
for manoeuvres and strategic moves
and in-fighting and family feuds
and motivated deals and secret
compromises. The common peo-
ple of Kashmir will gain nothing
from the game.

Since Farooq has declared his

intentions to strengthen ties with
New Delhi, reciprocal co-opera-
tion would be natural on India’s
part. But the scenario will not
unfold according to India’s wishful
thinking about integration and
secularism and communal har-
mony, based on common stand-
ards of judging community con-
duct. Like his father, the almighty
Sheikh, Farooq is likely to have
his own viewpoint on these issues.

The last major political action
of the ailing Sheikh, granting
Muslims who had settled down in
Pakistan upto 30 years earlier the
right to return to Kashmir, pro-
vides a clue to some modes of
secularism in India.

It is worth noting that the ex-
ministers of Kashmir had written
to the Governor en masse request-
ing him to make Farooq Chief
Minister. They have been suit-
ably rewarded for their syco-
phancy by being swept out as
irrelevant to Farooq’s plans. He
has now obviously accepted the
view that in the power game there
should be no scruples and no pro-
prieties, no respect for persons as
persons but only as pieces on a
chessboard. It is the same in the
rest of the country.
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