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WELCOME F AROOQ ABDULLAH! 

NISSIM EZEKIEL 

WHAT is the first thing a newly new Vice-Chancellor dismiss all 
sworn-in Chief Minister should the old guard in the University, 
do? He should dismiss his entire heads of departments, registrar 
Cabinet and justify it with sound and assistant registrars, etc.? 
and fury! 

Since lovers of freedom and 
democracy are often admirers of 
authoritarianism, he is sure to be 
praised in some quarters for show­
ing "mettle". He is warnedL of 
course, that the new men he 
appoints as Ministers should be 
more efficient and honest than 
their predecessors. 
mere blah blah. 

But this is 

A day later, when the new 
Cabinet is announced, it is report­
ed that "most of the ministers . . . 
"are inexperienced in the art of 
government." So they have had no 
opportunities of displaying their 
inefficiency and dishonesty! 

Whatever the legal difference, 
surely it would be showing "met­
tle"; and the promise of a "new 
look" can be trusted to bring 
forth an immediate recognition of 
one's "capacity for leadership". 

Kashmir's new Chief Minister, 
within 48 hours of succeeding his 
lion-hearted father, has already 
belied expectations of initiative 
and drive. The Cabinet he has 
appointed has no new look. And 
he is now ranged against those he· 
has arbitrarily and quite unjustly 
deprived of their jobs. Besides, 
there is the brother-in-law, Mr. 
G. M. Shah. 

The setting in Kashmir is per­
fect for politics that is almost 
entirely concerned with the strug­
gle to acquire or retain power, 
for manoeuvres and strategic moves 
and in-fighting and family feuds 
and motivated deals and secret 
compromises. The common peo­
ple of Kashmir will gain nothing 
from the game. 

intentions to strengthen ties with 
New Delhi, reciprocal co-opera­
tion would be natural on India's 
part. But the scenario will not 
unfold according to India's wishful 
thinking about integration and 
secularism and communal bar~ 

mony, based on common stand­
ards of judging community con­
duct. Like his father, the almighty 
Sheikh, Farooq is likely to have 
his own viewpoint on these issues. 

The last major political action 
of the ailing Sheikh, granting 
Muslims who had settled down in 
Pakistan . upto 30 years earlier the 
right to return to Kashmir, pro~ 
vides a clue to some modes of 
secularism in India. 

It is worth noting that the ex­
ministers of Kashmir had written 
to the Governor en masse request­
ing him to make Farooq Chief 
Minister. They have been suit­
ably rewarded for their syco­
phancy by being swept out as 
irrelevant to Farooq's plans. He 
has now obviously accepted the 
view that in the power game there 
should be no scruples and no pro­
prieties, no respect for persons as 
persons but only as pieces on a 
chessboard. It is the same in the 

Why did Dr. Farooq Abdullah 
behave as he did? Is there any 
rational justification for it? If his 
example is worthy of being fol­
lowed, as seems to be recom­
mended, why should not the new 
Chairman of a newspaper combine 
dismiss his whole old team of 
editors and chief executives? Why 
shouldn't a new Chancellor dis­
miss the Vice-Chancellor, and a Since Farooq has declared his rest of the country. 
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A VAR,IETY OF COMIYIENT
IL S. VENKATESWARAN

I. PALES:IINIAN EXCESSIES

FROM what has been appearing in the Indian media,
It would seem,as if the exit of the PLO guerillas from
Lebanon after their humiliating defeat in the recent
war with Israel, has been an occasion of unrelieved
gloom tor the Lebanese residents in and around
Beirut,

Fiist-banl'accounts from reputed international
news agencies, however, tell a different story. The
Itbaneie, far from being saddened by the ignominous
departure of the PLO forces, who bad wrougbt havoc
in large parts of Beirut during their prolonged stay
there, are only too pleased with the latest develop-
ments. And well might they be, if one considers the
horrible experience they have been undergoing these
past few years.

Representative of the resentment among the Leba-
nese towards the PLO is the testimony of a youog
teacher in Sidon. She minced no words in describing
the situation under PI,o occupation to a couple of
American journalists recently.

The young ladn a Muslim, had lost an uncle in the
Israeli invasion and had seen her ovm biother being
captured by the Israelis. That hardly seemed to
bother ner, comparecl to the sordid doings of tbe PLO
toughs in the neigbbourhood. "We have not been ablc
to keep our schools open," she said, becausc these
toughs had made classrooms dangerow by molestitrg
girls and generally going on a rampage. 

,

Her testiTony was corroborated 
-by 

three others,' a
Maronite Christian, a Shiite Muslim and a Sunni
Muslim, who had equally unpleasant exdericnces to
narrate: an dpartment taken over by fhb PLO, cars
stolen, thievery in town up, vinetards and orchards
ruined, and so ou.

And yet we havQ our own media exhorting us'to
believe exactly the opposite.

2. PRDSS TREEDOM

HEARTENING though it has been by and large, the
reaction of the Indian journalistic fratcrnity 1o
thc Bihar Prcss :Bil[ nevertbeless revcals thc shecr
rd hocism, if not .hypocrisy;: which undcrlies our
mediamen's much-flaunted comhitment to frcodom
and independence.

Some of the most vigorous voices in thc current
crusade, for examplg ard ihose that have held a
particularly shocking record of abject servility during
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the Emergency. Others, also in the vanguard of the
crusade, have distinguished themselves.by their sicken-
ing stance in endorsing the totalitarian moves initiat-
ed by UNESCO and other bodies known for their
allergy to the freedom of the media.

Even if these self-appointed champions of freedom
pucceid in their present campaign againgt the Bihar
Bill, therg ian Ue little d0ubt that no .t{ fy. of any
significance would have accrued to the large cause of
a truly independent press in this countgy. To acpom-
plish that objective, it is necessary, indqqfl. imperative,
that journalists realise the fundamental drror in their
naive belief that government involvement is conducive
to the advancement of freedom.

:

3. INTELLECTUAI,S IN CHINA

ONE of the curious features of the global human
rights movement has been the inadequatc attention
paid to the persecution of intellectuals in Cbina.
While raucous voices have been heard over the out-
rages perpetrated by the communist regimes in Asia,
Africa and Eastern Europe, the happenings in the
world's most populous country have seldom evoked
as much concern.

Nutiterous excuses have been proffered for this
glaring lapse. International scholars on 6hina, it is
said, are generally so enamoured of its history, cul-
ture and people that they simply refuse to believe that
I country which had developed such a higb degree of
civilisation could be cruel to its intellectuals. But,
surely, these scholars could not be blind to the over-
whelming mass of evidence--+vidence wtich clearly
demonstrated that the barbarities unleashed on intel-
lectuals during the Cultural Revolution were not
exactly pardonable.

A more candid explanation comes from an Amc-
rican litterateur who argues in a recent monograph
that the reluctance among scholars in the U.S., at any
raie, could have stemmed from compulsions of that
country's domestic policies. "We feared a return to
the McCarthy era of unthinking opposition to Chinese
communism and to anyone . who spoke positively
about its achievements. Despite their cruelties and in-
justices, most of us believed that the Ctinese Com-
munists were the first in 10O years to bring China out
of chaos, famine and weakness. Appreciation of their
accomplishments overrode g_ur conceru for our fellow
inteUpctuals."

FRBEDOM FIRST



PEKING'S FOREIGN RETATIONS
RAMA SWARUP

THE official NCNA recently avoided direct rejection
of Moscow's latest peace ov€rture to end two decadcs
of bitterness between mainland China and the Soviet
Union. At the same time, the People's Daily published
a commentary rebutting the Soviet leader Brezhnev's
attacks on Chinese foreign policy, in particular what
he called Peking's alignment with the policies of im-
perialists. This was a reference to Red China's sup-
port for US resistance to Soviet policies.

Informed sources believe that despite the tensions
with Washington over continuing US arms sales lo
Taiwan-which Peking regards as a province of Red
Ctina-the Communist Chinese leadership would
resist the temptation to ptay their "soviet card". A
strong anti-Soviet stance, though, has been the corner-
stone of Red Chinese foreign policy worldwide, and
the Sino-Soviet quarrel is too bitter to be resolved
overnight.

Red China broke off the border talks with the
Soviet Union in 1979 when Soviet troops invaded
Afghanistan. Withdrawal of troops from that Central
Asian country has since remained Red China's demand
for a possible resumption of talks.

Peking has also .demanded a pullback of Soviet
troops from Red Ctina's border.

Analysts view the Red Chinese statement as con-

taining an implicit message to Washington, dSking for
some kind of gesture on the Taiwan issue. However,
such a gesture is very unlikely at present, for no pro-
gress has been made in sensitive Sino-US talks on
limiting US arms sales to Taiwan. China wants to set
a time limit to end long-term US weapons sales to
Taiwan, which it consideis a breakaway- provinc0.

The Red Chinese leadership has said that 6ina is
unwavering in its opposition to arms sales, e$d that
there is "no room for compromise" on the issue.

A classified Red Chinese document, Oistffied as
aiI'internal briefing paper for senior party ofrcials in
January 1980, is believed to provide a weilth of
candid views rarely seen in official pronouncefifpts. It
ofters a'unique insight into Red Ctinese thin$ag.

TVhile Western foreign policy analysts refef to a
"Red'China Card" in diplomatic dealings with the
Soviet Union, Red Chinese diplomats have other
"cards" stuck up their sleeves. Their "American card",
for example, is designed to be used against the
Soviet Union

According to the Red Chinese document, the rap-
prcichement between Peking and Washington, begun
witfi the l97l pfrg-pring diplomacy and cnding with
the restoration of diplomatic ties in 1979, was a
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matter of mutual necessity in the common anti-Soviet

struggle.

For Red China, bloody border clashes in 1969

strongly indicated that the Sino-Soviet conflict was no

mere ideological split. Therefore, reconciliation with

its former arch-enemy, the United States, made strate-

gic sense in the face of a mounting Soviet military
build-up.

On the other hand after years of pursuing detente

with the Soviet Union, the United States found itself
face.to face with Soviet challenges to the slatus quo

in Ethiopia, North and South Yemen and then

Aighanistan.

Because of this, the document noted, the United
States was forced to rearm and readjust its foreign
relations. : *

Being attuned to historical parallels, and knowing
that the US link could turn sour at any time, the
Peking leadership realizes that the main trend today
is for the West and Red China to join forccs in the
struggle against the Soviet tlnion, over the heads of
other nations.

Against the possibility of an .{merican sell-out in
time of emergency, and the lack of real trust between
Red China and the United States, the Peking leader-
ship can play their own "Soviet card" by dropping an
occasional hint of a desire to inprove relations with
the.Russians as a bargaining glrip vis-a-vis the United
States.

Apart from Peking's anti-Soviet strategy, the inter-
nal briefing paper for high-ranking Red Chinese offi-
cials demonstrates clearly that the current drive to
modemize the country is an important consideration
in its foreign policy attitude toward the West.

gae syarnple is playing the "Europe:Japan card"
by actively promoting trading relations with Japan,
Britain, France and West Germany in the matter of
acqulring modern weatrcns from thqse countries
recently. Thie bears in mind that the Americans could
bc the most attractive suppliers.

Even before Peking officials began business talks
with Western Europe, and before even a single deal
could be concluded, Red Chinese ofrcials saw Ame-
rican oficials hastening to the Red Chinese capital
with thelr latest weapons catalogue

Whlle Rcd'China vlews its relations with Japan and
Western Europe with equally undogmatic detachment,
the foreigrr policy document noted that Western
Europe and Japan appear equivocal about their rela-
tions with Red China. For example,'they are eager to
pronote tics with PeHng, but they arc dragging their
feet for fear of incuning Sovlet wrath.
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volcEs-1
A BOY NAMED SATYAM

TOURISM is Sri Lanka's fastest-growing industry.
Tourists in shades ranging from pale ivory to white,
prnk and dull red seem to thrive like bacteria, on the
beachep, under the palm trees, and inside the red-tiled
hotels in conditions of heat and nioist amply supplied
by 

-thi 
shining waters of this "emeiald isie".

It was therefore with Some relief that we took to
the hiils in search of Sri Lanka's other famous in-
dustry;-1'sa-"!. Nuwala Eliya, six thousand feet
high sl6 fifty miles from Kandy. 'Unlike the tust,
howevbr, the tea industry appebrs to have sufiered a
set6ack. Except for a few thriving estates, the lower
hillsides were burnt and brown with the drought,
broughi abs-ut as quch by human cupidity as by the
unpredictability of na$re.

Within the last decaile, large shady trees had been
cut down to increase lhe yield, but with them havc
also gone the birds, flowers, ins6cts and moisture-
bearing clouds that provide life. There was now only
an artificial man-made landscape, with teams of
mechanical workers who do their work with a certain
hopeless' resignation.

It waS on the way down from Nuwara Eliya that
we noficed the boy. He was standing a little ahead of
a small group of children holding flowers.and waving
them'out for us to buy in the eed morning. He was
no more than six or seveir years old, wearing a T-shirt
and a faded pair of shorts that had been hastily patch-
cd at the seat, so that we could. see his thin brown
buttocks rubbing together through the openings, as

he ran ahead of the car waving a bright red fistful of
flowers. Gerteras. He held them like a flaming torch
above his head and shouted:
.' "Sirt sirl Look. Flowers. Stop. Buy. Five Rupees."
We stopped. There were only five or six Gerberas in
his fst"' "Trvo rupeesr" we said.. 

"Five Rupees," said the boy, panting, his eyes

rneasuring up the opposition.
By now the otherrchildren had :also.come running

down and were thrusting their collection of leaves and
dried weeds through the window.

I Tle driver o'f the car was getting impatient. In
uicithir minut€'hi started the car and drove off at
full speed, obviously irritated by.our indecision.

As we took the eharp hairpin-bend we could see

the troupe'of urchins scrambling down the hillside
through the bushes of tea so that they could meet us
at the next tuming when the car would have to slow
down.
' Sure enough the driver had to apply the brakes as

ocToBER 1982 "

he negotiated the curve. The ctildren danced trp and
down shouting for money. ' ,

"Hunger! Hungerl" they shouted in Tamil. By the
time we had taken the fourth such bend it was -not an
amusing spectacle anymore. There was something
grotesque and desperate in this anxiety to spll the
flowers. A girl of about fourteen Was sobbing as she
ran.

With increasing feelings of guilt and dismay at the
trend of evOnts that we had so unknowingly started
we emptied our purses of all the small changd and
flung it at $em as the car took yet another hairpin
bend. The driver, more angry now then ever, refused
to listen to our entreaties to stop, and_swurrg his car
down at an increasing pace.

Only the boy with the Gerberas managed to stay
ahead, still screaming,.'fFivg Rupees. Take thc flowers
for fve rupees."

We had by now throw-n out much more f[an five
rupees but he was not interested in scrambling for it
Uti tne others. (hce rnore we stopped. The 5-oy was
wild-eyed now with the strain bf 

'running, 
4nd .cguld

not talk.
"Listen", we said gently. "You keep the flowers

and take this fopr rup9qp.l' lVe proftered ilre last two
notes of small change we had. 

.

"I want five rupees," the boy said in a hoarse voice.
"I got these flowers from the Manager's bungalow.
They are worth five ilpees." He pleaded with us. He
caid lhat he had no fatbcr or mother. He wag aq
orphan. ..Hearing rhis-all too familiar beggar's chant,
the driver switihed'on"tlib ignition'without waiting ro
hear anlmore and drove off once again,

We crossed the first pass and drove down e valley
strpping at a mountain stream that trickled its way
down a culvert. 'fhere was complete silence. We had
lost track of the boy.

It was a ielief. The driver resumed the journey at
a slower pace, navigating one more pass that would
get ul out of the hilly country. We had gone almost
25 kilometres down by road when at the nqrt turn
we saw 0 familiar figure dancing like a dervish, hold-
ing aloft a bunch of red flowers.

This time the driver himself stopped. The boy had
performed an all but incredible feat of scrambling
down the ste€p hillside.

It was the final confrontation. We had the five
rupees scraped together by then. The boy clutched at
it fiercely and counted the money. "Ifere, take the
flowers," he 'said; thrusting the now withered Ger-
beras at us.

"What is you name?"

"Sat5/am" (Truth), he answered. He was impatient
now and wanted to finish the transaction.

"Why don't you keep the flowers," we suggested.

t
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'You. keep the dve rupees and you can sell the
flowers to someone else."

fire eyes of the boy seemed to fill over for an in-
stant. We had failed him even in the end because we
did not want the flowers. We had cheated him of his
victory.

Without a word he turned. He was tired now. His
small bottom exposed between his now completely
torn pants he disappeared into thO hills. On the road-
side, the Gerberas lay fractured, a splash of red in
the dust.

GEETA DOCTOR

vorcES-2
A WONDER TR,EE

LEUCAENA leucocephala, is a leguminous tree grown
for the last 200O years in the state of Mexico in USA.
The name of the state "Mexico" is derived from
this tree. During the last 20 years, this tree
has been extensively planted in countries of South-
East Asia and Africa. It is the most promising tree
to revolutionise our agriculture, dairy, fuel-based
industries etc. Extensive researches have been carried
out on this plant dudng last 10 years.

In India it is known as 'Su-Babul' and has been
developed into a number of varieties. Some are bushy
trees; some are giants growing up to 65 feet in height
and some are ideal for fuel, firewood and timber. Some

trees are grown specially for the paper industry.

Leucaena tre6 are known as nurse trees as they

help in nitrogen fxation in the soil. They also provido
green fodder for animals, yield gum and colours,
namely black, red, brown and yellow. Seeds can be
used for preparing cocoa-like drink and flowers can be
made into pickles. Nutritional and medicinal values of
the tree are being eyaluated,

It is an ideal tree for inter-cultivation and inter-
cropping patterns. The planting of this tree at the
interval of 7'-lO' allows the normal agricultural ope-
rations and because of nitrogen fixation, it makas the
normal seeds grow like high-breed varieties. As
this tree grows vcry fast, about 65 feet:in four years,
it can play a very vital role in afforestation .pro-
grammes in our country. This tree is particularly use-
ful to us because it provides fertilizers ope'tonne per
acr€ wood, fuewood 65 tonnes in four yilars, animal
fodder 8 tonnes per acre, and cocoa-like drinks. Other
uses include feeding of poult'ry and sheep on leaves of
Leucaena which expedite the process of 'hatching in
poultry and facilitate the removal of wool in .sheep.

lt can be used for generation of power and recovery
of saline lands.

On account of the above' beneficial factors,
Leucaena Leucocephala can be planted in farms for
inter cultivation and also on common gradng gtounds;
on the bounderies and inside the farms, in barren
hilly regions; in plantations.of coffee, coconut, mango
etc. It can be planted in cities forbeautification. I'
these trees are planted extensively in our country, we
shall be able to generate a lot of wealth, additional
crops and employment. '

In order to take up the plantation of L,tiucaena trees

on a mass scale, the measures necessary are: (1)
crash programme for plantation, (2) Leucaena nurse-
ries, (3) import of Leucaena seeds under open govern-
ment licence, (4) equal treatment to farm and forestry,
(5) bank initiative, (6) publicity in villages and (7)
better coordination between Agriculture and Forest
departments. The Government of India has decided to
inport 2.5 tonnes of seed of this tree for the next five
years. Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank and other
banks have started advancing term loans of Rs. 2000
per acre repayable in 5 years at th€ nte of. 6Vo

interest.

Maharashtra Government has accorded pride of
place to this tree in programmes of social forestry. It
aims at planting 5 lakh trees in each taluka and 2O0O

trees in each village.

All other states also have taken up plantation of
this wonder trec. Bach one of us should plant as

many trees as possible, as this tree can give us income
of about 6 to 7 thousand rupaes per yea.r.

V. V. DESTIPANDE
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By A. Appadorai. Oxford University Press (New
Delhi, 1981), pp. xf244,. Rs. 80.

UNTIL World War II, the prevailing general view i9i ,T*:ty jn our dependlcg 9n Arab oil but on the

was thar domestic policy and-foreign 
-poiicy 

are two 
=to": 

of the wgrld! thlrd largest Mrlslim popula-

difierbnt areas of governm"nf aitivity, Ain,liiog ror- :t* i India. It @s._some "incidgnlal alvahtagas" as

pleely in therl unlerlying compulsion. f:orbig;po1icy Yi:.- 
Gui9ni observed n 1967' Arab friendship helps

in ttit period wis fiigify c&ducted Uy til" *f"r, llt_la 
not -to'be isolated, in view Qf Pakisfan?s persis-

;ith the- aid of a few ilitist advisers. The linitJ tent propaganda that this country is anti-'Ar,ab. This
domestic policy was conducte6 targely for the U.n nt also. makes it clear that in the formulatio!;ol India's
of the .0ln-oo .pgople by the *i"tJ *ith; "rtyd lo::tg" 

policy, Pakistan as an immediate 4fthbour is

degree of -participiiilln Uy tne pioile or thbir reire-- -;$ factor of considerable importance. ,-,.:

sentatives. But foreign poli.cy wa.s ttlg exglpsivo sphere '
of interest of tne iuiili e[tl. . ' India's support to the Bangladesh libtt'{tion war

BOOK-:REWEW: -, ': .-.

DOMESTIC 'R(X}TS OF
FOLTCY, 1947-1972

This dichotomy between domestic pdicy antl
foreign policy has practically ccased to be relevant in
thQ post.World lVar II period. It is so mainly because
of the increasing inter:dependence Of nations, demo.
cratization of several natlonal govemments, and gov-
ernmental involvemgnt in welfare activities hitherto
exclusively outside the limits of government; Thus,
foreign pollgy and domestic policy have come to be
iueparably linked, and the two cannot be separated
eltogether.

Not only one influences the other but foreign
policy can be referred to as domestic policy by other
means. Foreign policy-makers have to bear in mind
the domestic consequence of their foreign policy ac-
tions. Policy makers in the US, for instance, like
George Kennan and McGeorge Bundn have recorded
their erperience that the frst thing they leagnt was
to consider the domestic implications of their policy.
Nehru had said in the Constituent Assembly: 'Exter-
nal affairs will follow intemal aftairs."

.,

Hencc, foreign policy is deeply rooted in domestic
compulsions. Prof. Appadorai, I veteran scholar of
international relations,' has brought out this well-
argued and well documented study of domestic roots
of India's foreign poticy from 1947 to 1972. Foreign
pollcy ls infiucnced both by'lhc prevaihng lnterna-
tional environment and by thc domcstic cnvlronment.
Domestically, certain factors liko geography, history
and tradition, thc etructurc of rociety and thc aaturc
of political organization (democracy, federalism, etc.)
fot lnstance, predeterrrine ccrtain aspccts of foreign
policy.

o0ioBERiis2.-, -'

rr\rDrA's FoRErcN f,ffi:illl."r:TH:::,,ff'ruffi:Tr;:ff"1;
an explanation for the same.

For example, if a nation like Nepal with her close
religious and cultural ties with India maintains close

could also be seen as at least'partly motivitted -by its
impact on Indian Muslims. Bangladeshi secpl4rism, in
gtro3pCcf ma'y.-rippear to be short-live4tin view of
todali's developribnts, where revival of fslamic com-
munalism ,seems,tb be on the cards. But in l97l the
mood amongst the leaders of Bangladesh was in
favour of secularism. The then head of the Bangla-
desh Mission in New Delhi, H. R. Choudhury, for
instance, said: "We have buried religion-bised natio!:
alism for wer. We refuse to identify our nationhood
with religion. We shall be good Mu*liiirs, good
Christians, good Hindus 'and good BuddhLists. But
together we shall be good citizens of Bangladesh."

The development of a secular Bangladesh and a
pruned Pakistan could create a sense of greater
confidence Amongst Indian Muslims and dampen the
morale of the pro-Pakistan_elements amongst them.

It is not necessary to discuss the influence of every
domestic factor on foreign policy to prove the worth
of Prof. Appadorai'e book. It is a singular contri-
bution to Indian literature on the subject, though
Western writers have brougbt out a number of works
on their respective nations. This work is a must for
every student of foreign policy-making in India. It
is also necessary for policy makers themselves to be
apguainted with the domestic roots of foreign policy
so that they do not pursue pnrealistic foreign policics.
Prof. Appadorai has indicated that the present volume
is only an introductory one. We look forward to
morc such books on the subject from him.

P. T& KAMATII
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BOOK REVIEW

IN DEF'ENCE OF PRESS FREEDOM
Minute of Dissent to the Report of the Second Prcss

Comnission-1982
A Statesman Publication, Calcutta.

A free and fearless Press is the cornerstone of
democracy. Unhealthy restrictions imposed on the
hess or failure on its part to protest against such
restrictions and to exercise its legitimate freedom,
upset the effective functioning of democracy.

Dissemination of information, discussion of social
and political issueg exposure of the acts of omis-
sion and commission of the government provide the
public with the necessary tools for the exercise of
their sovereign power. Indeed, the most important
agpncy that is responsible for formulating Public Opi-
nion is the Press. Hence newspapers have to be
within the reach of the general public.

The scope of the functions of the Press has to be
enlarged and redefined in response to the needs of a
changing society. In the Indian society, bedevilled
with semi-feudal structures and social evils such as
Bonded labour, the Dowry system and rampant cor-
ruption, the Press needs to play the role of an agency
of "Reform and Change" as well.

The "Minute of Dissent" authorised by four men-
bers of the Second Press Commission brings into
focus the whole spectrum of issues involved in the
dynamics of running a Newspaper lndustry, " and the
odds against which it has to function in order to
fulfil its obligation to the public. The minority t[at
has submitted the dissenting report consists of Justice
Sisir Kumar Mukherjea, Rajendra Mathur, Girilal
Jain and H. K. Paranjape. Cushrow Irani states in
the Preface: "They disagree thoroughly with the
assumptions and the conclusions of the Majority
Report. ."

Unlike the case of the First Press Commission
Report, the Report of the Second Press C-ommission
is not- being released by the Government for public
debate. The key to dissent by the Minority is ihelr
conviction that the Majority is set to ruin.the best
national newspapers by bringing in many stringent
measures on them. The Minute of Dissent takes. up
the cudgels against the majority recommendations to
uphold the comnercial viability of the Newspaper
Industry.

lVhile the majority recommendations seem to be
untenable on certain points and tend to stifle thc
initiative of the Newspaper Industry, the Mihutd 6f
Dissent would have us believe lhat the ovcr-riding
consideration for a free and fearless Press is its com-
mercial success!
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The recommendations made by the Majority report
are the following:

* Delinking the newspaper business from other
business;* Diftusion of Newspaper ownership and control;* Bringing the Newspapei Industry under the
purview of the MRTP Act and other govern-
ment restrictions in the form of limiting the
number of pages;* A price-page schedule; andr Limit on the ration of advertising space in
accordance with the circulation of newspapers.

The tenor of disagreement is reflected in the pas-
sages quoted below:

The Majority states: "A person who has taken spe-
cial interest in thc Newspaper business itself is likely
to have a greater understanding and competence in
such matters. He is more likely to fight for the prin-
ciples for which he developed the newspapers. This
is less likcly to be the case with a businessman for
whom the newspaper is one among many businesses
or is an instrument to help his other business inte-
rests." (P. 8)

The Minority reacts: "The idea here is that an owner
should be ready to incur losses and even to presirle
over the liquidation of his busincss for thc sake of
thc high ideals ol journalism." (P. 8)

The Minute of Dissent objects to the price-pagc
schedule as it would be detrimental to guality ne.rrs-
papers. ftey suggest that while excessive adwrtise-
ment could be curtailed &e same should not be done
to the reading matter. They are also opposed to the
import duty on newsprint and re,striction on advcr-
tisement. However tbcy 8re colscious of the need
for a progressive tax on advertisenent revenue but
reiect the 6xing of marimum number of pages for a
nenrspaper. Thcy strongly rccommend thc full appli-
cation of the MRTP Act to the Newspapor Indusiry.

Both the Majority and thc Minority Beports recom-
mend the setting up of an Advisory Body or Board
of Trustees of eminent men from outside thc News-
paper Industry to advise about appointments, promo-
tions, etc. of all cditorial and journalistic staft. They
differ as to the method of choosing the membcrs of
this panel. Whilc the Majority would prefer the Chief
Justice of India and tbc Chairman of thc, Indian
hess Council to do tbe selectioo, tbe Minority would
like this to be left to the owncrs and managen of
tho Industry.

ocToBER 1982

Ideally speaking, there should be minimal restric-
tions or no restrictions at all on the newspaper
industry. Perforce, those who are at the hetn of
aftairs should hold themselves accountable for fulill-
ing the role of the Press in a Democracy. Unfortu-
nately, the attitude of some of the leading news-
papers in India does not assure the public of their
credibility.

There have been instances where proprietors of
newspapers have come down with a heavy hand on
the legitimate rights of the editors and terminated
their services without batting an eyelid. Cases abound
where reporters have been taken to task for being
objective. There have also been occasions where
loans or land allotted exclusively under .lhe news-
paper quota have been put by the owners_ of news-
papers into other commercially viable propositions.

In this context, certain restrictions on the News-
paper Industry have to be accepted as necessary
evils. Still, a proper balance can be maintained by
resisting callous violations by the government of the
Freedom of the Press.

The Bihar Press Bill is a case in point. It is
gratifying that there are journalists of high calibre
who recognise and accept the challenges that the
Press in India faces today.

MARY THOMAS

MUKAND
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STEET

MUKAND IRON & STEEL
WORtrS LTD.
Registered Oflice:
lgl Bahcrdur ShcrsH Mcag
Kurlcr. Bombcy 100 070.
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Brakes lndia:
Making your safetY
a certainty

The rate of accidents at unmsnn€d levbl crossinqs is
inqedibly.high... don't tako chan&s. Make.sure lhtl the
coast is ijeai before you proceed. And make sure that'voui i,
vehicle is armed with Bl-Girling biakbs; Becdusd thiy'ie'
tiootously t€sted{or loo% gafety, 1o0o/o efficicncy,
1007o reliability. And lhey're backed up bv lh€ expettise
ol lhe famous inlernation.l brake specialist:: Girlihg : .

Limited ot U.K. .

For maximum safotv on the road, trust Brake3 lndir:
mariuladturers ot Bl-Giifing brakes and braking
equipm€nt. hydrdulic brakes ahd clutch actuation
systoms.
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Brakes lndia Limitedl : .. ' t'

Padi, Msdras 600 050 tssued in the intercst ol Rord Selcty

I

.j

;
i

Ij
t
I
I
I

i

;

I

i

THE HAPPY CYCTE OF TRUST

Yes, Sundaram Finance is surging ahead-,with yb-qr 
-support, Yith its own lflSC Jfbpi

tal ;d'Reservesl increasing fror; ns. 146 lakhsin fsZf iir ns. 503 lakhs in 1982. What's
more, the assets cif the compiny as at 31st Decenber, !981 exceeded Rs' 74 crores' . :

The corporate policy of the company has always been service-oriented,- whigh means,
when the cu'stomer-comls to Sundaiam-Finance, he gets not just hire-purchase finance or
leasingfacilitiesbutservidethioughouttheperiodofcontract...

With the kind of service *" ofi!", it's not su4r-rising that the numler of customers has
grown. Today, Sundaram Finance has on i.ts rollJTr?00-customers and over 40,000 deposi-
tors. . ;

Sundaram Finance has now enterdd a new field-Equiprne.nt Leasing, thus contributing to
industrial production' -,

, '.- -'. :: -: :.. '.'

THE PEOPTE TO

HrnE'.PUnCHASE

TNUST IN
.AND 

EQUIPMENT TEASING

STJNDARAM FINANCE LIMITED
180, Mount Road, Madras 6OO Od6
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LETTERS

Bankeshwar's lnterview with Morarli

Dear Sir,

We were both amused and amazed at the juvenile
and stupid replies given by Morarjibhai to very seri-
ous questions asked by Shri Sumant Bankeshwar.
Morarjibhai is supposed to be our elder statesman!
In none of his ;eplies did we find any profound
wisdom or maturity which is expected from a leader
who claims to be such a figure.

1. The Janata Party today is only a paper party,
and the weakest among the opposition parties. It is
a party of leaders without any mass base even in a
single district, let alone any state irr our country. It
is not cohesive and it has no cadre. It is a combi-
nation of jetsum and flotsam of the old Congress (O),
the old P.S.P. and a few other faper parties.

Why should stronger opposition parties with a
mass base merge with the fast disintegrating Janata
Party? To oblige Morarjibhai?

2. After saying that he has never taken any dcci-
sion in his life under pressure, Morarjibhai says that
taking back Charan Singb into his cabinet was a
political decision, which has nothing to do with the
truth! Does not "any decision" include "political
decision"?

3. Morarjibhai says that fte F-15 and nuclear
bombs do not frighten him at all. Very good, so far
as he is concerned,. but what about our country? The
question is not 

-whether 
he is afraid oi not (a mad-

man too is not afraid of anything in life), but whe-
ther the F-16, which is a generation ahead in mili-
tary hardware, and Paklstan's acqulsition of nuclear
weapons, pose a threat to our country or not.

All that we can say in conclusion is. that the inter-
viewer, Bankeshwar, got the better of the interviewed,
Morariibhai!

Bombay P. M. DIAS

Sir, . ._

I have gone through Mr. Sumant Bankoshwar's
exclusive interview with Shri Morarji Desai. One
cannot but agree with Mr. Desai that after the
departurc of Mrs. Gandhl and Mr. Charan Singh
both Congress (I) and BLD will disintegrate. Con-
gress (I) has only Mrs. Gandhl as the binding factor.
Otbers in the party are either sycophants or have
lost all confldgncc ln thopselves.

BLD now stands divided. Itd'latest dlvision leaves
only Charan Singb as thc leader of the party. After
.hlm one c?n very wcll doubt its exislence.

ogroBBRjlgSt

- But Morarjils optimism about his own party, i.e.
the Janata Party is beyond one's undeistanding.
gumant has very rightly said that tle present Janata
is a combination of the old pSp and 

-Congress 
(O)

rump, consisting of only ageing leaders without any
mass follciwing, or dedicated cadre or even base.

Morarji thinks that the Janata is the only National
Alternative to the good old Congress led by Mahat_
maji. People believing in Congress culture will flock
around it after the departure of their top teaders!

- - 
Assuming Morarji's plea to be true, may I ask

hln: How many persons are left, even in the Con_
gress, who believe in the ideals of the old Congress
dulture?

Persons born after 1935 or 1940 know ,vpry little
of that so-called Congress culture. Most dl thlm do
4ot share its values. The old generation of leaders
believing in the Congress concept of sacrlfce have
already 

-left the party. They are becomiig a rare
commodity. The few left have no followlng worth
the name.

The old Congress believed in self-sacrifice without
caring for rewards. The new Congressmen enjoy a[
the rewards but make hardly any sacrifibes. After
Mrs. G_andhi's departure from the scene, they are
most likely to join other parties nearing power.

Calcutta J. N. SINGRI

For lhe Most professional Service in Alr
Cargo Booklngs-Domestic and fntemational

Regd. Office: Neville lfouse, Nicol Road,

Branches:

Ballard Estate, Bombay 400038.

Elangalore,' Ehadohi, Calcutta,
Ilyderabad, Madras, New Delhi,
Kanpur, Pune, Srinagar, Iti-
vandrum and Varanasl.

(Approved by Government of India)
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IliDrAN COUNCTL OF SOCTAL SCTENCE'* ', -,i '' RESEARCH, -r -t tlar:l' f[qSgcial Science.Documentation Centre '

gdq:&t up in t9T0 by the Indian Cbuncil,of ,

.'Soci6l Scrence Research. The ICtcSR. i< en ,. . ,'Socj6l $crence Research. The ICSSR is an ,,. :' autdJioqous organisation established in 1969 :
by the Governient of India. Its obiictives
a1e..!b p,op,sor qnd_1l-rqtrSlg .rogEich in
socral sciences and facilitate its r[ilisation,
which 

_ it does by awarding 
- 

g.aotS -foi
research, and dissefoinating kiow'iedse con_
cerning the social scienceJ. i ..-

2. Like any special set up, the SSDC hai' haat9 adapt to the organisation it serves.. and
the ICSSR's unique position made the.'SSDC
task a pecgliar challenge, which it hasrtried
to meet with_ the help bf the following pro-
grarnmes and activities:-
(a) Building up a collection of reference

materials;
(b) Collecting (i) unpublished doctqral

theses approved by Indian Universi_
ties, and (ii) research reports of the
projects undertaken by 1CSSR and
other Social Science R6search Institu_

. . lionq assisted by ICSSR;
(c) F,stablishjng. a duplicating, reprogra_

phic and microfilm-ins unili(d) Striving for bibliogra[hic control over
social science materials;

(e) Providing select bibiiographies on
request;

(f) Awarding study grants to scholars for
working at libiaries of theii interest.

_ Nole: Those intere'sted may c,ontact the Centre at 35,
f.tqpltuF Road New Delhi-il00ol (rNbtA) for hore
detailed informationz
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127, Mahatg1a Gandhi Road,
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Plea$e send friedom,.First to me for one year

(twelve. issurfrilf,"l foti6wing address :

NAME :

ADDRESS

This is a New,/Renewalr subscription.
I enclose payment of Rs. 15 in favour of Freedom
Frut by

*ihequg *Bank Draft iPostal qd;, ,I have remitted by monty oraif;;HJpt
enclosed. For outstation cheques kindly add
Rs. 2 for bank charges. Renewal intiihaiion
cards are posted to subscribers Separdtel)4 ".

Thosg who can, do. Those who can't; s9t uf, study
groupsr.

:*-,P6yil Blake in The Times, Iune 7.

All Loadon coppers are members of a minoiity: ' .

. -Advertiseffient--published by thy--Lonidon-
Metroy)olitan police in the Guardian, fune 7,

It islnot part of parliamentary democracy that an
Opposition should be free to talk nonsensi-

.,*Dovid Steel, M.p. in The Times, May 14.

Jews'do not kneel except to God. '

-Prirne 
Minister Begin in the.::Guardian,

. August 5,

In India humour i$ rare.

*Tyler Marshall in the I'nterngilional Herald
Tribune, August 16.

fhe pal6Stine Liberation Organisation, ootitb the late
King €tarles II, has Bot apologised for being an
unconscibnbble time a-dying. It should do so.tomeone
should:tell thep they are becoming a bore. Except
to them3Olves, they always were. .. . . . . .I detcct
in.this cn'ariAe more than a hint of what is called
in Arabic the jigeri-poqeri, a quality for which the
Palestinians have long been renowned.

.-James Cameron in the Guardian, August 24,

When peoplo are in love, it seems, they write sucb
nonsense. When they grow out of love they do much
the same,'but backwards.

'-167nas Canteron in rhrd Guardian, August lO.

Taking bitter pressures from the ^Apericans is pre-
ferable to being evacuated with helicopterg,fr.om the
roof of the.{me5rcan Embis.sy in Saigon, 

a- ,
4tiibti Delence M.iil*rc)'Sharoi.,.9uoted-in ..fffra 

Atistitilidn, Augu* 31. .'...t- 
: . i

-

The fact that Mr. Enoch.Powell is in favour,gf Eng-
land, home and beauty does not of iuglf nbao tnit.
we or. anyone else ought to oppose them on prin-"*
ciple.

-Editorial 
in the Guardian, August 13. 'fi
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