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Freedom, with social responsibility and the rule of
law, is the foundation of civilisation and a precondi-
tion for social and cultural progress. Few people
however, have an adequate idea and understanding of
the meaning and value of freedom and its implication
in day-to-day life. Generally, freedom is taken to
mean merely the absence of restrictions on whatever
oune wishes to have or do. It is doubtful whether
freedom as a basic value has become a part of our
cultural ethos.

There is urgent need to promote the acceptance of
the values of freedom and dignity of the individual
among our people and specially among the young.
The only hope lies in the efforts of voluntary organi-
sations specifically dedicated to the promotion of these
values. A long-term programme of sound popular
education in the meaning, implications and responsi-
bilities of freedom in all its aspects is necessary.

These considerations, and the desire to make efforts
in that direction, have prompted the establishment of
the Freedom First Foundation as a non-partisan, edu-
cational, charitable Trust for the promotion of these
values and ideals. The Foundation will organise
lectures, seminars, study classes, and other educative
and cultural activities, and will publish and/or sub-
sidise the publication of periodicals, books and pamph-
lets, for the promotion of these aims and objec-
tives.

We appeal to all those who are committed to
freedom, democracy and an open society to support
the Foundation by sending denations and contributions
to the corpus of the Foundation which, according to
its rules, is invested and only the income will be uti-
lised for the expenses and activities of the Foundation.

The Foundation has been registered under the
Public Trusts Act and donations of Rs. 250 and above
are exempt from tax under Section 80 G (1) of the
Income Tax Act, 1961.

Cheques should be made payable to the Freedom
First Foundation, 127, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bom-
bay 400 023, and earmarked for its corpus.
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