


LIBERAL MANIFESTO

Drawn up at the International Liberal Conference st Wadham College, Odord, in April 1947,

We, Liberats of ninefeen countries assembled at Oxford at a time of disorder, poverty, lamine and fear caused by two
Worid Wars;

convinced that this condition of the world is largely due o the sbandonment of likeral principtes;

aflirmn our faith in this Declaration.

1. Man is first and foremost a being endowed with the powet of independent thought and action, and with the ability
to distinguish right from wrong.
2. Bespeci for the human person and for the family is the true basis of society.
3. The 5tate is only the instrument of the community: it should assume no power which conflicts with the fundamen-
tal rights of the citizens and with the conditions essential for a responsible and creative life, namely:

Personal freedom, guaranteed by the independence of the administration of law and justice.

Freedom of worship and tiberty and canscience.

Freedom of speech and of the Press.

Freedom to associate or not to associate.

Free choice of occupation.

The opporunity of a full and varied education, according to ability and irrespective of birth or means.

The right to private ownership of properiy and the right to embark on individua! enterprise,

Consumer’s free choice and the opponunity to reap the full benefit of the productivity of the soi! and the industry |

of man

Security from the hazards of sickness, unemployment, disability and old age.

Equality of rights between men and women.
4, These rights and coaditions can be secured oniy by true democracy. True democracy is inseparable from political
libery and is based on the conscious, free and enlightened consent of the majority, expressed through a free and sec-
ret ballot, with due respect for the liberties snd opinions of minorities.

]

1. Thesuppression of economic freedom must lead to the disappearance of politicai freedom. We oppose such sup-
pressicn, whether brought about by State ownership or control or by private monopolies, cartels and trusts. We admit
State ownership only for those undertakings which are beyond the scope of private enterprise or in which competition

no longer plays its pari.
2. The weifare of the community must prevail and must be safeguarded from the abuse of power by sectional

interests. i
3. A continupus betierment of the conditions of employment. and of the housing and environment of the workers

is essential, The rights, duties and interests of labour and capital are cornplementary; organised consultation and col-
laboration between employers and employed is vital to the well-being of industry.

i
Service is the necessary complemnent of freedom and every right involves a correspending duty. I free institutions are
to work efectively, every citizen must have a sense of moral responsibility 1owards his feilow men and take an active
patl in the affairs of the community.

v
War can be abolished and world peace and economic prospenity restored only if alt nations fuifil the follawing candi-
tions:
{a} Loyal adherence to a world organisation of all nations, great and small, under the same law and equity, and with
power to enforce the strict observance of all international obligations freely entered into.
{b} Respect {or the right of every nation to enjoy the essential human liberties.
{c} Respect for the language, faith, laws and customs of national minorities. i
{d} The free exchange of ideas, news, goods and services between nations, as wall as freedom of travel within and
betwaen all countries, unhampered by censorship, protective trade barriers and exchange regulations.
{e) The development of the backward areas of the world, with the coliabaration of their inhabitants, in their true
interests and in the interests of the world at large.
We call upon all men and wamen who are in general agreement with these ideals and principles 1o join us in an
endeavour 10 win their acceptance throughout the world, I

lain tha Indian Lihera! Group. For details write to: IV
The Honorary Secretaries, Indian Liberal Group, 143, Mahatma WS
Gandhi Road, Bombay 400 023, Phone 270610, -
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FSSAY

The Indian National Congress: Its

Mission And Failures
S. P. Aiyar

THE INAUGURATION of the centenary celebrations
of the Indian National Conpress on 6th May 1985
roused little enthusiasm in the country and it did not
evoke any idealism. It was just one more event mark-
ing the beginning of a familar tale full of sound and
fury signifying nothing. Evca so, it is for the student
of Indian history as well as for the political analyst
of contemporary trends, an cvent which provides an
opportunity to reflect upon the significance of some
of the trends of underlying forees of the past century
of political development.

The India of 1885

This is too long u period for any generalization
and we must not ignore the fact that with the excep-
tion of the continuity in the name of Indian National
Congress, the organization has been marked by seve-
ral discontinuities, internal schisms, factionalism, and
ihe compulsions of power which have from time 10
time determined its dynamics and its growth, Several
leading figures in India’s national movement left the
impress of their personalities on the organization from
time to time. It has been from its very inception
cosmopolitan in its outlook and diversified in its com-
position. Though not representative of the masses in
the strict sense, it articulated the aspirations of the
educated classes who very soon constituted an impor-
tant group spearheading the political movement. Lead-
ers of the Congress at that time came ‘o regard
themsclves as spokesmen of the country's economic
and political problems and thus established a link
hetween the foreign povernment and the poverty-
stricken unlettered masses of India.

The India of 1885 was not characterised by any
profound sense of patriotism although there was
among the educated sections of the people a cerlain
pride in India's past achievements. This had not re-
sulted in creating a sense of unity across the length
and bresdih of the continent.  Allan Oetavian Hume
who is generally credited with the formation of the
Congress had sent out a caustic letter in 1883 to the
graduates ol the Caleutta University iy the ennrse ol
which he sanl:

“As 1 said before, you ae the salt of the fand.
Amd ir amongst vou, the clite, filty men caniet
he found with sufficient power ol seli-sacrifice

sufficient Jove and pride in their country, suffi-
cient genuine and unselfish heartfelt patriotism to
take the initiative, and if needs be, devote the
rest of their lives to the cause, then there is no
hope for India. Her sons must and will remain
mcre hiumble and helpless instruments in the
hands of foreign rulers, for they who would be
free themselves must strike the blow”.

Sir John Strachey in his remarkable work, India, its
administration and progress (1888) observed the baf-
fling contrast which characterised the land, its people
and the total absence of a single political entity which
we have today come 1o know as India, In a passage
which is often guoted Strachey wrote: “This is the
first and most essential thing to learn about India that
there is not, and never was an India, or even any
country of India, possessing, according to European
ideas, any sort of unity, physical. political, social or
religious: no Indian nation, no ‘people of India’ of
which we hear so much”™,

In the century that has elapsed since Strachey wrote
the above lines there has been a remarkable transfor-
mation in the unification of the country thil‘ough the
rapid changes in the physical means of communica-
tions and in expansion of the mass media. The crea-
tion of a political entity, despite the fact .that it is
only a fragment of the territory in Strachey’s time, is
the rcmarkable achievement of the past century. But
political identity has not been infused by any deep
sense of nationalism. India is still, 10 use the title of
Surendranath Banerjea’s autobiography A Nation In
the Making,

A Nation in the Making

The Congress which has articulated the hopes and
aspirations of sections of people throughout the na-
tional siruggle hus nol heen guite successful in forg-
ing nationat wnity.  The purpose ol his article 15 to
inguire inte some of the reasons which have been re-
sponsible for this Tatlure ol the Cengress.

T he small elie group of educated wrbin sntetlectuals.
Lord DufTerin’s “micioscopic misoriny™, which spear-
headed the Congress marked the beainnmg of o move-
mient which was 1o shuape (he political development of
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india. It spoke primunly lor thuce nereses like the
Indiunisaiion of services, but it soon came to express
the cconomic problems of the people. The unity
whicl characterised it did not tast fong, for there soon
developed sharp differences of opinion on the strate-
gics of political action bhetween the moderates and the
extremists, These ditferences of opinion would have
proved disastrous to the Congress but the nationul
movement which reached the peak during World War
1 soon became broud based under the leadership of
Gandhi after 1920, The Congress no longer repre-
sented the classes alone but also large sections of the
people.  The Congress in cllect became 1 mass move-
ment. This development had more thun cne unfor-
tunate consequcnce. At the beginning of the century
the moderates of whom Gokhale was perhaps the
best representative had visualised discipline and train-
ing for those who worked for the national cause. The
mast eloguent cxpression of this ideal was in the pre-
amble to the aims and objeclives of the Servants of
India Society:
“Love of country must so fill the heart that all
clse shall appear as of little moment by its side,
A fervemt patriotism which rejoices at every op-
portunity of sacrifice for the motheriand. a daunt-
less heart which refuses to be turned back from
its object by difficulty or danger, a deep faith
in the purpose of Providence which pothing can
shake—equipped  with these, the werker must
start on his mission and reverently sesk the joy
which comes from spending onesell in the scrvice
of one’s country.”
When the Congress mobilised the masses it was casy
to swell its ranks with uatrained volunteers.

From Mass Movement to Political Party

The Congress soon developed an attitude ol into-
lerance towirds all who worked outside the organisa-
tion. The leadership of the Congress assumed that
they alone had the ripht to speak in the national
cause—all others were either communal or henchmen
of the Raj. This trend was most noticeably expressed
by Gandhi himself in the Second Round Table Con-
ference. He made it clear that the Congress wils the
only party which was popularly representative, for
ether delewintes were nominated by the government. In
2 sense his position implicd that he represented the
Congress and therefore the people of India, Repinald
Couplund wrate “this was the first statement. on 2
puble ol gecision, ol the one party  doctrine
which was presently (o prove the nain obstacke (o an
Indian setilement of the constitufional problem™. The
intolerant leaders of the Congress found expression in

b

unexpected wiys.  In an intercsting essay, “Can &
politician also he a gentlemsn?”, the liberal statesman
V. S. Srinivasa Sustri mentions how a Congress volun-
teer niet him after onc of the public meeiings when
his citr had travelled a litde distance to apologise for
not attending the mecting because there were strict
instructions to this effect.

The conversion of a mass movement into a political
party became a sotsce of weakness in the functioning
of parliamentary institutions after Independence. In
1962 the All India Congress Committee in a circular
denounced the opposition parties and went on [0 5ay
“It must be emphasised that those who criticise him
{Nehru) are traitors”, The Indian Express in ils cdi-
torial of December 3, 1962 said “The Congress might
be the Party in power but it cannot arropite to itsclf
authority which belongs 1o only the Government.
Much less can it equite itself with the country und
hold its leader immune from public critieism . ... the
dentification of a leader with the nation can only fead
to dictatorship”. Needless to say this trend has con-
tinued till the present day rendering the future of par-
liamentary institutions precarious in the extreme.

The Dissipation of an Elan

The spirit of Indian nationalism was raised to new
heights of intensity during World War IT specially dur-
ing the Quit India Movement. This enthusiasm which
preceded the granting of India’s independence centi-
‘nued in the first decade of the free nalion despite
shortages in the economy and frequent droughts in the
countryside. At the time of the First Five Year Plun
people were willing to wmake sacrifices for a better
future. The quality of the leadership at that ume. o
stuble government and the working of the Indian
Parliament all contributed to a sense of pride.  All
these lasted till the beginning of the 196/s. Political
developments after Nehru's death in 1964 were mark-
ed by one crisis after another. Authoritarianism in
government and seething discontent arising from the
failure of the yovernmen! to solve economic problems
led to widespread frustration. Mrs. Gandhi's ropulist
slogan of “Garibi Hatao” was the expression of an
awareness of the agrarian discontent.

The massive support shich Mrs. Indiri Gundhi
secured in the 1971 mid-lerm parliamentary clections
yielded rapidly (o u form of plebiscitarian dictator-
ship which eneisawed the parkdmuentary institutions.
Morality in public hfe was fast vanishing, and demo-
cratic comentions were ohserved more in the breach,
So heavily hus this pertod of vur reeent histery been
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documented thut it is needless 1o elaborate it here.
The clan of the national movement had completely
dried up. As one reflects on this strand in the history
of the Indian Nationul Congress one cannot but come
to the conclusion that it must share the main responsi-
bility for this siate of alairs.

Fuddled Idcology

The Congress which continuously evolved its poli-
lical strategies in accordance with the exigencies ol
the time never succeeded in formulating its economic
goals in precise terms or in deciding how those goals
would be realised. After 1920, vague notions of
socialism spread through public life in lndia. Often,
it was no more than the desire to have an egalitarian
society. Every brand of socialism from the Utopian
to the Marxian had its faithful followers among Con-
gressmen. But the acceptance of socialism had its
origin in a resolution of the Karachi session of the
Congress in 1931,

After independence, those responsible for planning
were attracted to the different forms of socialism as
known in the West.  However, the word did not higure
very prominently in the First Five Year Plan. [n 1955,
at the Avadi Session the Congress adopting a resofu-
tion used the term “Socialistic Pattern of Society™.
Evidently the term was used to differentiate it {rom
‘socialist’, Businessmen in India wcre naturally
perturbed by what was decided at Avadi, but Nehru
lost no time in allaying their fears. During the debate
he said: “If the State cannot do something why
shouldn't private enterprise start it? The main thing is
to increase wealth in the country™. Indian pianning
rested on the idea of a mixed economy and postulated
that private enterprise should have considerable free-
dom to develop but that it should do so in a manner
consistent with the objectives in the country’s nationat
pians.

The vagueness in socialistic pronouncements by
Nehru and by Congress leaders bedeviled Indian plan-
ning.  Used in a variety of senses the word socialism
was drained of all meaning,  As one critic later wrote:
“Anyone who looked clearly at (he pronouncements
an soctalism i dndia ineluding those of Panditji-
canned Fail to he impressed by o certain sense of un-
reality and vaguenvss, of ambivalence that surrounds
e, not this: nol thaly nol rigid: not dectiinaire: nol
confiscation; not nalionalisition; no violent overthrow
ol the propernied classess nut Marsian, not Russiag,

the deseription proceeds in sonorous negalives, some-

what in the style ol our ancient scriplures where the
ONE is sought to be interpreted by emphasising what
IT is not, rather than emphasising what IT is.” {quot-
ed by Amiya Rao and B, G. Rae, Six Thousand Day:,
New Dethi, 1974, p. 19},

The relusctance 1o define socialism in the context of
cconomic development was parl of the logistics of
what David Apter called the “Reconciliation System™,
with its emphasis on pluralism, adjustment aod com-
promise, development through government and private
enterprise, a mild dose of socialism and a general
ideological diffuseness. This eclecticism in Indian
ptanning was not only the result of the need to recon-
cile different interests within the country and its own
organisation but also the product of a belief that India
was capable of proving to be the path-finder in a
troubled world, showing the possibility of reconciling
the dominant ideological coaflicts of the age. In short,
this was the economic counterpart of non-alignment
in international politics.

Since Nehru was also the Chairman of the Planning
Commission it is more than probable that his influence
on Indian planning was considerable. In his time the
Planning Commission had become more than an advi-
sory body which led many critics to describe it as a
“super cabinet”.

Confusion Most Confounded

The vagueness in the economic ideclogy of the Con-
gress had an unfortunate effect on plan implementa-
tion. The argunent frequently heard, that the Indian
government was good at planning but weak in its im-
plementation, is only a hull truth, Part of the failure
of Indian planning was due to the failure to formulate
the gaols in precise terms, The most flagrant illustra-
tion of this was to be found in the colossal failure of
community devclopment, S, K. Dey who was appoint-
ed administrator for Community Development was
professionally a salesman and knew little or nothing
about what community development administration re-
quired. Flamboyant by temperament he was given to
unrestrained verbosity. He employed every kind of
gimmick to get Nehru around to his point of view, and
snon he pot himsell well entrenched in Ncheu's confi-
dence,  With such a man at the helm it is hardly sur-
prising that the entire programme gal bogged down
with sentimental and mindiess cliches likes felt needs’
peaple’s participation” ond  the hike,  Field workers
were quich 1o purroting words aad phrases which they
did ot understand, Compounded - with - American

jarpan the resuht wis conlusion most confounded
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Gandhi to power in the 1970s. Congress politicians
[requently taiked as though the public sector ulore
counted and the privaie sector was at the mercy ol the
State. 1In reality all this radicalism was only skin-
decp and businessmen knew it. Big business houses
expanded despite the Monopolies Commission. But
the worsl aspect of the situation was the multiplicity
of covernment rules relating to permits, licenses and
guotas in the context of all round chronic scarcities.
It led inevitably to corruption and spiralling inflation.

The Congress under Rajiv Gandhi has spoken of
adiministrative reform, control of corruption and hold-
ing of the price level. He has again reiterated thc
Government's policy of socialism. The old wine has
becn poured into new bottles. When one surveys the
economic performance of the Congress from Nehru to
the present day one fact emerges clearly. India’s re-
volution of rising expectations has yielded place to the
revolution of rising frustration. To such an iémpasse
has the country come in the year of the centenary of
the Indian National Congress,

The Twilight of Federalism

John Strachey whom we have quoted in the begm-
ning of this arlicle had drawn attention to the cultural
and linguistic diversity of India. The political history
of India since his time holds out one supreme lesson
viz, the futility of trying to rule the country from a
single centre. The British never tried it and the
framers of our Constitution rightly settled for a fede-
ral system with substantial powers for the central
government. Unfortunately, in the working of fede-
ralism the States were reduced to a subordinate posi-
tion not intended by the framners of cur Constitution.
Centralised planning combined with a near one-party
tule symbolised in the office of one person complelely
destroyed the partnership between the Centre and the
States. Although Mrs. Gandhi professed Ffaith in fede-
ralism, her political decisions had the effect of erod-
ing state autonomy. The orgy of defections often re-
duced representative gavernment to a farce. Govern-
ments were toppled and chief ministers dislodged,
Mrs. Gandhi appointed her own nominees even though
they lacked u local bhase. 'The spectacle of Chief
Ministers air-dashing to Delhd to copsull her on the
formation of their Cabinets would have had the quality
of u low comedy hul for its unfortunate implications
According 10 one source there was a case of one
Chief Minister who made hundred runs to the capital
within the spell of a year amd a half. Era Sezhivan,
Member of Parhament. commented “He might have
been chown (o be the opening balsman of o crckel

team, oot as a Chief Minister to shoulder the responsi-
bility of administering a State!” Writing in The New
York Times magazine, Auguost 10, 1975, Claire Sterl-
ing noted that of the 666 dayvs Siddharth Shankar Ray
was Chief Minister of West Bengal. he had spent 306
days in the capital, mostly in Mrs. Gandhi’s waiting
room. Mrs. Gandhi's unconcern for State autonomy
encouraped a type of Oriental sycophancy unknown
earlier and facticnalism had become endemic (When
the Wind Blows, S. P. Aiyar and S. V. Raju 1978,
p. 39). The division of powers was so interpreted so
as to place the States in a helpless condition. To cite
but one example the interpretation of the Industries
(Regulation and Control} Act, 1951 camc to be so
used that a majority of the industries in the State list
came under Central control. This has rightly besn
described as a fraud on the Constitution, The sume
tendency has been noticeable in the other areas note-
ably higher cducation. The most unfortunate conse-
quence of centralisation has been that the States have
gradually abandoned their responsibility for develop-
ment tn vital areas of nation-building. The massive
support which the Congress received in the general
elections of 1984 only reinforced the trend of centra-
lisation of the earlier period. Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi’s pronouncements from time lo lime clearly
show thal he is no ardent supporter of State antonomy.
If any thing, the Central Goverminent in his thinking
has a paramount position in the political system.
The record of Indian federalism during the past
three decades clearly indicates that in the culturally
diversified society with its vast variations, linguistic,
cultural and geographical with each area having its
own local history and tradition, it is futile to seek hope
that a strong Centre can hammer out those differences
and crcate national uniformities in the pursuit of a
nistaken national identity. As in the United States,
the problem of eentral ieadership is to create unity in
diversity. To create a more lasting union, the Central
Government has to derive its strength from the re-
sources avaifable in the States. Tt is in the States thar
most of the economic development has to iake place
although with Ceatral assistance. Wisely did the fram-
ers of the Constitution allocate the major nation-build-
ing activities o the St Tist,  As Paul Appleby
toted, o uther Federal syastem was the Centeal Gov-
ernment so Jdependent on the States as in India. From
the federal pnint of view it has been unfortunate that
the intentions of the framers of the Constitution have
been substantially disreearded beeause of the concen-
tration of political and cconomic pover in the Unjon
Government.  Karl Locwenstein nhserved that eco-
nomie planning i the DUDCT ol federalism. that ¥















Operation Flood

Minoo Masani

1 had Dbeen following with some disquiet the criti-
cism of "Operation Flood™ and the part played in that
context by Dr. V. Kurien which had been appearing
in a section of the press during the past ycur. | am
glad therefore to see the * Report of the Evaluation
Cammittee on Operation Flood—I1I™ which has been
released by the Ministry of Agriculture of the Union
CGovernment. The Evalvation Committee had a presti-
gious membership led by no less a person than Mr.
L. K. Jha as Chairman.

In the course of their report the Commitiee made
several observations which discount the criticisms that
had been mude. Says the Report; “By any standard,
Opcration Flood had been a successful programme,
implemented with competence and dedication, for
which the credit should go to the National Dairy
Development Board {NDDB) and Indian Dairy
Corporation {IDC}. . . . The cflort has not been
free from difficulties. The successful implementation
of Operation Flood depended not only on the efforts
of the NDDB and IDC, but also the agreement and
support of the State Governments concerned as well
as the response of those engaged in the production and
markcting of milk. The lime taken in reaching agree-
ments with the State Governments as well as in
organising the cooperatives differed from State to
State and district to district, so that the pace of imple-
mentation was not uniform but frequently Jagped
behind the ambitious targels originally adopted.™

The report lisis the significant achievemcents of the
Operation Flood Project.

{1} "The main areas of operation of the pro-
gramme are those which are known to be
milksheds from where milk has been tradi-
tionally fowing into urban areas, mostly
through middlemen  and  traders.  Whal
Opcration Flood does for the producers s
1o assist them to orgapise themsclves into
producer’s cooperatives and get the best
possible price for their milk,  purticularly
during the fMush season.  The profits which
the middlemen cte. used to get now acerue
o the producers themselves.

(i1} The producers now carn more income from
the sales they make:r s o result, they have
now more options to meet their Tamily
wants than they had earlier,

(iii) The beneficiarics include a large number of
small and marginal farmers, landless labou-
rers, members of the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduied Tribes and more particularly their
women folk who had no other gainful occu-
pation.

(iv) Operation Flood, together with other related
rural development programmes, has thus a
vast potentiul for tackling the problems of
ural poverty.

(v) Siabilisation of producer prices, which had
varied from 40 to 50 per cent between lean
und flush seasons, cnsuring that producers
receive 80 to 90 per cent of the lean season
price during the flush season.

(vi} In all the towns concerned, there has been
a steady increase in the availability of milk
free from adulteration and at fixed prices.
The most remarkable improvement has been
in the metropolitun citics of Drelhi, Bombay,
Calcutta and Madras, where at one time the
supplies were limited and had to be issued
against ration cards. The total liquid milk
processing capacity of the metropolitan dai-
ries in Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras
rose to 35 llpd and their throughout ave-
rage nearly 28 lipd in 1983-84 as compared
to 9 1lpd in 1970-71.”

The following observations are made regarding Lhe
performance of the National Dairy Development
Board and the Indian Dairy Corporation:

1. “During the course of the enquiry, while a
number of people seemed very critical of the
entire operation, the bulk of the evidence to
which we have referred earlier left us in no
doubt that, gverall, the NDDB and IDC have
discharged their responsibilitics with cate and
competence. Their task was by no means
smooth, While o healthy cooperative tradition
existed in some States, in others it was conspi-
vunasly absent and often there was opposition;
i many States support from officials was not
available in the requisite measure.  The siart
of the programme often pot delayed duc to
the time taken in the formation of the co-
operalise agencies which were to implement
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the programme as well as finalising apree-
ments between the IDC und State Govern-
ments,  In consequence, there have been slip-
pages. Some other weaknesses have also been
in evidence to which we have drawn attention
in the earlier chaptcrs, suggesting appropriai¢
remedial measures where necessary.

2. “As consultant. the NDDB has provided tech-
nical expertise of a high order in establishing
milk collection centres, providing testing faci-
lities, making transportation arrangements,
plunning and setting up processing facilities
and advising on the milk marketing infrastruc-
ture. The IDC and NDDB, between them,
have some BOO professions in diverse discip-
lines, of high quality and motivation. They
have not only been able to set up, but also
manage efficiently, dairies in the larger cities:
for example, the Mother Dairies in several
cities which have maintained milk supply in
difficult circumstances, while in some cities
sick dairies have been handed over to them for
management with successful results.

3. *“Another area where the two organisations
have distinguished themselves is in making

wnovations. Among these are the bulk vend-
ing system, the use of electronic fat testing
machines, the extensive indigenisation of the
dairy equipment manufacturing industry, the
introduction of aseptic tetrapak milk, the pro-
duction of a special variety of foot-and-mouth
disease vaccine, and the evolution of the
molasses lick, which holds promise of reduc-
ing the dependence on grecn fodder and the
reliance on the availability of land for produc-
ing cattle feed.”

The Committee has come to the conclusion that
there was very little accuracy or substance in the
more material criticism that had appeared in the
press. The Committee has suggested certain improve-
ments and made some recommendalions which in their
opinion would accelerate the implementation of Ope-
ration Flood.

I have always been impressed by the excellent work
done by AMUL in Apand and what it owes to the
ability and leadership of Dr. Kurien, and T am there-
fore glad that the doubts sought to be created in the
public mind have been dispeiled by the Jha Com-
mittee.

BE HUMANE TO THE TERMINALLY ILL—DOCTORS' APPEAL

We are glad to know that Professor Varde’s Bill for
the protection of physicians and surgeons from cri-
minal and civil liability in cases where they respond
1o their terminalfly ill patient’s wish to withdraw treat-
ment has been circulated by the Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Council for eliciting public opinion within a year.
We are glad that the people of Maharashtra will thus
have an opportunity to become aware of the issues
involved and express themselves.

Having read and examined the Bill, we find it to
be a modest, permissive measure, First of all, it does
not legalise active euthanasia, Secondly, il does not
compel any doctor to do anything. Thirdly, even
when a patient and a doclor agree, the doctor cannot
respond to the patient’s wish unless 4 consultani
unconnected with the patient certifies 1o the terminal
nitute of the illness.

We are proteful to Professor Varde for the nteasure
which we find ro he i the interest of the medical pro-
fession,  As the law stunds gt present, not only is a
doctor whir wets o humane minner at his patient's
wish [uible 1o prosecubion for g sericus offence, b
be is alse cxposed to bBlacknuil and persecution of
various kinds. I this Bill is enacted. doctors will be

able to do what they could not do till now without
breaking the law,

We would like to appeal to all medical men, hos-
pitals and medical institutions to write in support of
this Bill to the Under Secretary 1o the Government,
Maharashtra Legislature Sccretariat (E-2), Council
Hall, Vidhan Bhavan, Bombay 400032, and send a
copy of their communication to the Society for the
Right to Die with Dignity, Maneckjee Wadia Build-
ing, 127 M. G. Road, Bombay 400 023, who, we arc
sure, would put the replies to good use.

Yours sincerely.

{8d/-).

Dr. P. R, Desai Dr. B. N. Colabuwaulla
Dr. N. H, Keswani Dr. K. D, Doesai

Dr. F. Svonawnila Dr. R, Soonuawall

Dr. M. L. Kothari Dr. Lopa A, Mebhta

Dr. I. C. N, Joshipara Dr. M. B, Jodurkar

Dr. M. K. Kuwdom D, My AL C

Dr. M. N Muhendrakar Dharmapuonkar
Dr. M. M, Wagle Dr. P, U Shabl
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Remembering the Emergency

R. Srinivasan

In the life of any nafion certain evenis remain
extremely impostant and time and again public
memory is reminded of these and they are contem-
plated from different angles. FEvery decade interprets
and reinterprets such national happenings and draws
its own appropriate moral lessons. These affirm the
basic phifosophy underlying the polity and the ever
present need to scrulinize and refurnish it for chang-
ing times. The French Revolution, the Russian Revo-
lution, the Enpglish Revolution, the events leading to
the Declaration of Independence are some such events.
Tn our own continent, the May 5th Movement, the
Long March, 1857, Quit India, the Partition are
similar events. More recently the declaration of the
Emergency should be regarded as a minor but equally
important happening in post-independence India, Tt
is quite likely that this will certainly inspire and resuit
in a number of interoretations, assessments and evalu-
ation. The ending of the Emergency and the defeat
of Mrs. Gandhi at the polls have been an unprece-
dented event in the post-independence decades of
Afro-Asia.

It is well-known that doring the Emergency, the
well-established newspapers. gencratly were compel-
led to knuckle under though a few fought on vigo-
rously. However, the role of the small journals and
the little mapazines was heroic. Their battle in the
period forms a glorious chanter in Tadian pelitics and
doubtless thev would be assessed in the not so distant
future.

Silence of the Left

[1 was something of a surprise to learn that recently
we completed ten years of the post-emergency expe-
rience and it was a chastening experience to recall
what contemporary journals and weeklies had to say
on this. Some newspapers did come our with edito-
rials. Tt is saddeningly significant that leftist journals
as well established as the Economic and Political
Weekiy had no oloce to mention the cvent or com-
ment on ils lessons  The veteran journalist Romesh
Thapar who closed down Seminar rather than truckie
down did not comment wn this in his weekly leftes
from Delhi in this fournal. This is trae of Link, Fron-
iine and Qnlosker.  Interestinely. Afaimvireont which
hattled  against the Fmergeney had an issue on
June 22 which did nat reach the subscribing libragy

(the Bombay University Library) and reminders have
been in vain. It was left mainly to two weeklies the
Sunday and the IHlustrated Weekly to have special
issues devoted to the Emergency and for Imprint to
have several articles on this political nightmare. The
Sunday Observer too had three articles on (he Emer-
gency but they were not analytical pieces as much as
columnists reflecting upon the event and drawing
their conclusions. The three journals Imprint (July
1985), [Hlustrated Weekly (June 23, 1985) and
Sunday (June 23, 1985) had about 24 aricles of
which only four attempted an analysis of the Emer-
gency. One article emphasized the work and signifi-
cance of the Union of Civil Libenties and the rights
of the citizen. Three eminent journalists gave highly
personalised accounts of the Emergency focussing on
the happenings through their experience. Besides
these, there were other personal reminiscences. Two
were downright apologetic and two actually advocated
the calfing of a fresh emergency!

What is disturbing is not so much public amnesia
regarding the Emergency but seeing it as the only
solution to the disturbed state of the country. This was
immediately before the Punjab and Assam accords.
A survey made in the four capital metropolitan cities
of India indicated more than 50% of those surveyed
almost welcoming the reimposition of the Emerpency.
An average of 65% would support aonother Emer-
rency and 379 expected it to be rc-imposed (Imprint.
July 1985). Tt is quite likely that citizens waml «
firm government capable of dealing with situations of
law and order rather than with the declaring of an
Emergency. Also, it is worthwhile asking whether
they would prefer to answer in the same mood now,
after the serious aftempts made at resolving the
Punjab and Assam problems. However, the answers
do indicate a very serious shostcoming in the political
nerceptions of the Tndian people, particularlv hecause
RO and above of the population of Delhi which was
eapused o the excesses of 1he FEmergency seems 1o
e wanted s reimposinon, We still have to edu-
cate our people on the Fmereeney and its implica-
Hons.

Thowe recollecung their espericuce of the Fmer-
gency have testified 10 the basic decencies of indivi-
duals.  Many were extremely human and thuughtful
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as for instance the doctor who issued fake certificales
of sterilization rather than impose this dreadful punish-
ment on the innocent; of jailers who were consida.
rate. and the unwillingness of the lower levels of the
bureaucracy to act inhumancly. Knowing the risk.
involved, one has to admire them and cheer those
who rose to the occasion.

These personalised accounts of the Emergeney have
not been recapitulated here. They are valuable but
they will have to be rcad to caplure the mood oi
the times. But what is surprising is that even oday
there is open support for this in some quarters; worsc,
there are signs of people wanling a reimposition of
it, Naturally the Congress warriors of the Emergency
are the unrcpentent ones who would welcome it. The
opposition is of course the whipping boy.

Scar on the Democratic Siructure

Those who have analytically commented on the
experience of the Emergency stress the scar on the
democratic structure that it has left imperishably. The
bankruptcy of the opposition as well as the lack of
a well-organised underground movement is stressed.
But Dr. Subramaniam Swamy festifies to the fine under-
ground organisation which sustained him. The under-
ground was helpful in assisting persons at an indijvi-
dual fevel but it was not able to sustain for Tong an
organised opposition to the ruling party and the gov-
ernment.

If the opoosition fell like nine pins it was because
of the advantage that the government had in initiat-
ing the battle. A person like Shni Viren Shah while
being abroad could not even dream that he would be
arrested on his return.  What is equally interesting is
the collapse of the ruling party as an institution. It
was extraordinary that a party with a clear majority
had to resert to z terminal measure to run the
country in peace time!

It is also significant that Professor Rajni Kothari
who has made an incisive analysis of the experience
of thc Emergency in two separate studies in the flins-
rrated Weekly and Sunday reiterates principles lang
well-established  in Liberal  schools of  philosaphy
though he admirably vpdates it for modern conditions.
‘The Indian systern had established a “fine balance not
just of the pelity bot ol an apcient civilisation th.a
was gradually acquising & new personality o deal
with new challenges™ (Sundav. po 2000 The Faier-
gency stimmed up tour political  nostrums which
avenrding to him hid to be shown os being subversive

of cverything that the Indian political system over
the decades had stood for:

(a} You can use any means in order to do away
with property.

(b) Social stability is more important than change.

(¢) The State is superior and is on a higher pedes-
tal than civil society and in the context of
“interpal and external trends” the primacy of
the State should overshadow everything else.

{(d) Movements and dissenting groups at the prass-
root level will disrupt society and can be sup-
pressed.

He argues that these beliefs are still widespread
and they can get a renewed lease of life unless we
insist upon the restoration of basic political proce-
dures, revive democralic institutions and ensurc their
smooth working.

Destroying the Democratic Process

In another study in the Hiustrared Weekly of India
(June 23, 1985) he reiterates the arguments and
argues that the Emergency was 'a fest for us all and
for the beliefs and assumptions that we have held
dear . . ." {p. 10y, He criticiscs the liberals in the
country fur their indifference to the massacre of the
Naxalites and the denial of basic rights to our breth-
ren in the North Eastern States for a quarter of a cen-
tury. He argucs that all shades of political opinion
sutldenly discovered the need foi asserting hasic rights.
He is critical of the liberal neglect of grassroot orga-
nisations (perhaps he is not awarc of the very thing
fostered by the Leslie Sawhoy programmes). He also
points to the lessons that one had to learn the hard
way regarding arming the State: many had naively
believed that the only way to transform the sociol
order would be by investing enormous power to thz
State. hut they only succeeded in creating a Fascist
Behemoth,

The Emergency according to him exposed the frau-
dulence of several “pretences and deceits that had
hitherto passed muster under the masks of demoeracy
and socialism”™ (p. 1| fhid). The populist wave since
the Jate 1960s which elevated Mrs. Gandhi o o
pedestal as the saviour of the noor was but a thought-
bess ery for mustering votes. [t facked hong-term pers-
pectives and never came to terms with the structural
chunges necessary i our society in order to further
sacial justice o the musses 1o the absence of this,
the Teaders. (he suppuosed saviowrs of the masses ironi-
callv assaulted their persons. robbed them of the'r
paltry secoring and spread  reign of terror. The
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been held up for I8 smonths. Some ol its conclusions
are interesting.  There is a complaint that Tass, ihe
Soviet news agency, the Non-Aligned News Pool and
the like-minded Inter Press Service are hardly men-
honed as a news source even in developing countries™.
No conument could be more telling on the lack of
credibility of politically organised information sys-
tems.  The study continues the old code words of
the need to ‘promote peace and dissrmament’ uand
notions of *development journalism’ and ‘Third World
perspeclives” as aids to the ‘new journalism’. Another
stedy purports to give a global report on the “lnter-
niational Flow of Informalion™ which has a shnilar
bias, Yct another study is about to be released on
“The New laternational Economic Order—Links bet-
ween Econontics and Communications”,  Tts thrust is
predictable.

fadia Needs to Take a Fresh Loak

The Saviets have made it clear that they are seek-
ing immediate benefits for their positions on these
issues as the price of replacing the Americans as the
leading contributors, provoking one delegate to the
Board to complain of “Unesco a la carte™!

The forthcoming General Conference of Unesco in
Sofiz in October-November is, therefore, likely to be
of more than usual interest. Tt will be more clear
then whether Mr. M'Bow is justifted in his optimism
that things have improved so far that there is no
reason why he should not consider running for another
six ycar term as Director-General when his present
lerm expires in 1987, On the other hand. Mr,
M'Buw. who is a shrewd tactician, may only bec pro-
viding an example of the well-known proposition that
the best form of deflence is attack.

Our young Prime Minister has shown that he is
capable of bringing a fresh mind and perspective 10
bear on tired old idcas. One must be charitable and
say that he hus not hud the time 1o think about the
basic issues of a [frec press, particulasly in the con-
ext of Uneseo, otherwise it is diflicult to explain why
he said whar e did whien he wddressed at organi-
sution on his recent visit 1o Paris. Unthinking endor-
sement of the pasitions taken under the pressure of
the pumierical majority of the Sovicls and their atlies
i not worthy ol his emerging reputation,  Anhassa-
dor Kaul is ta be replaced by Sardar Swaran Siogi
alter the Softa conlercnce.  Perhaps this will be the

ume for a [resh look al the policies we choose to
fullow at Unesco.

The Soviets are in o hurey to set Uneseo in a parti-
cular groove while they believe they hold the initia-
tive, At the bouard mecting their chief delegate openly
stressed that Uneseo “is and should be primarily dedi-
cated to political purposes™. It does not need much
argument to prove that this s not what Unesco set
out to be. On the conlriny, the emphasis was to break
away from political rhetoric and get down 1o the busi-
ness of improving the levels of education, presseve
mankind’s culwral heritage and to promote cultural
exchanges belwecn countries and people.

Another Soviet Froni?

After Sofiz Unesco could go either way. It would
scem that the Soviets and their iriends are opening
another front just in case Unesco succumbs to what
they would regard as pressures from the U.S, and its
allies. There is a United Nations Information Com-
mittee which has not been heard from in recent
years. Their last session was chaired by Willi Sche-
legel of East Germany., In opening the conference
he declared that “without the right of peoples to
inferm there cannot be a new world information
order” {emphasis mine). And this is what the debate
is all about. To us, dedicated tu free press principles,
the right of free speech and expression is the right
of the individual which is supported by the State. To
others, the argument runs like this. The right is a
soctal right belonging to the whole people. The
pcople express themselves through their representu-
tives—in short, the government.  Therefors, it is (he
right of the government to inform not only its citizens
bui aiso everyonc beyond its borders. And it goes
withoul saying that the information must be only
what that government decides should be collected and
disseminated.

The issues have been clearly posed. Tt 1s time we
made our choice. And on that choice will depend
our reputation as a free society.

Cashvow Traen, is e Manoging Lhreetor of
The Siujvsman

We do o e beesuse trall is diffionlt foosee. 100y tisible
abt a phunce. We e becasse thas s more comfortahly,

— AT FXANDER SOLZHENITSYN
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dissoluble and operate, in fact, cutting across the
vstensible political divisions. Religions and denomi-
national divisions arc only an obvious instance. Other
affiliations which have formed themselves for histori-
cal or ather reasons arc often as insoduble as religious
affiliations and persist without merging into the poli-
tical divisions,

The idea that democracy rests on the compulsion
of physical superiority is not only ugly on the face of
it, but may prove unreal. The strain involved in the
obedience given to law and administration, merely on
that physical basis, may be so great as to snap the
bond that holds the people together, especially when
external dangers compelling internal co-opcration and
unity fade away. War conditions serve to unite, while
peace in the world as a whole tends to the breakdown
of the precarious life of democracies not founded on
real social unity. Not the superiority of numbers but
living trust, engendered and sustained in the working
of the democracy, is the vital force that must sustain
the life of democracy in any country.

Political ideologies and dogmas may divide parties,
hut when entrusted with government by a majority
vole, what democracy calls for is not merely fulfilment
of electoral promiscs made to the majority but just
rule and just democratic procedures in afl matters. 1F
the interests that bind the individuals together inside
the group that is entrusted with government, muslead
them to act in disregard of justice and the fundamental
‘freedom’ embodied in the democratic procedures,
trust fades away and with it democracy too fades away.
transforming itself into a regime backed by force only,
as if a conquering army tuled those whom it success-
fully suppressed, besides imposing ils discipline on its
own members,

Tn confirmation of this conception that trust is the
essential vital force of democracy, and not mere supe-
riority of numbers, we may call to evidence the well-
known fact that often minority governments are form-
ed in democracies, which perform their function quite
safistactorily. Indeed they may sometimes do betier
than majority governments, because their power, be-
ing precarious, must he sustained by greater conside-
ration amd more abvious justice in all matters

A very interesting episode. not generally known,
tas heen hrought to notiee by Me. P Kodanda Rao in
hie political blography of V. §. Srinivasi Sustri, the
iMustricus leader of the Liberals in India after Gokhale,
In the vourse of the negotiations for Tndian indepen-
denee between Gandhiii and the Congress, on the one
side. and the Britishh Gonvernment on the ather, Gun-

dhiji wrote a letter from his prison to the Viceroy in
Scptember 1944 proposing that the British may quit,
leaving the Government of India in the hands of the
Muslim Leaguc headed by M. A. Jinnuh, since (he
League and the Congress could not agrec to one
scheme and since, without such agreement, the Bri-
tish would not quit. Gandhiji offered to persuade
the Congress to agree to this proposal. Gandhiji
obviously wished to impress on the Muslims of India
that thc Congress would agree to independent India
being governed by the Muslim League party and that
the Congress did not want Britain to remain in order
to insure justice and good government by the minority.
Jinnah had becn holding exactly the opposite position.
He did not tike foreign rule. He hated it as much
as the Congress did. But he did not trust the Con-
gress majority to deal justly with the Muslims after
the British left, He thercfore wanted British overall
Power to continue and he objected to all proposals
on one ground or another for this reason, which he
kept in the back of his mind. Gandhiji wished to
impress on Jinnah and on the British that the Con-
gress would trust the Leapue to govern India justly
in all respects, although the latter may have doubts
and reservations about the Congress. The proposal
that Britain should quit, lcaving India in complete
charpe of a minority community undcr Jinnah's
leadership was deemed 1o be an absurd proposal, if
it was not a sinister trick. The British would not look
at it. Mr. Kedanda Rao quotes Sastri in the book
to show how angry he was to learn from me that the
proposal had been really and scriously made by
Gandhiji. In fact he was so upset that it threw him
ito a fit of anging pecroris which prevented my
explaining the spiritual basis of the proposal.  The
Liberal politician thought the proposal amounted (o
total defeat and surrender Lo the Muslim League.

The conclusion of this analysis of democracy, to
lustrate which the above episode has been referred
to, is that democracy in a plurarist socicty is sustained
not by force of numbers hut by the vital force of
trusl, the maintenance of which must, thercfore, be
the greatest concern ol slatesmen guiding democra-
cies.  Maujorities in office may bceame so intoxicales
by long enjovinent of power, that some idenlopie
and dogmas and ambitions may mislead them into
forpetting this basic principle, therebv endangering
demeracy. Democracy is o foem ol Lrust. not a
variely ol brute Torce,  J.et us romind ouracives of
this on Gandhi Jayanti.

Swarjve, Octobey 50 1907









The Hegde Phenomenon

Louella Lobo Prabhu

All trae democrats visualise democracy as a plura-
listic policy, and 1o that extenl, must welcome any
challenge 10 the monopolistic hepemony of any one
Party. Mr. Hegde's freak victory in 1983, and his
hurd-fought and hard-won victory now, were there-
fore salutary for that one reason, if for no other.
Indecd, since 1983, the wuy Devaraj Urs was once
hefore projected lor a while, Mr, Hepde has been
steadily built up by the media as Prime Minister mata-
nal.  Becuuse his first accession to power was not a
solo bul u team ellort, and a disparate eam-efflort m
thal, all sins were forgiven him when, in the name of
survival, he did many things which suggested he was

1 guite the lily-white hero an infalvated Press made
him out to be. Most notorious among the sins of his
earlicr regime were the admission of defectors, Jf
these disappointed those who believe that nothing
justifics the use of improper means, they did not
deflect the hero-worship of others who believed that
survival excuses everything.

Mr. Hegde's public halo is u P.R. miracle, con-
sidering he is so short on actual performance. While
his tenure as Rajya Sabha member was not distin-
guished by a single memorable contribution to any
debuale, he appeurs. nonetheless, 10 have laid u solid
foundation of support in the Party. This accountcd
for his selection as Chief Minister after the 1983 elec-
tion, when he was not at that time cven a member of
the Assembly.

A Friendly Press

To do him credit, his lifestyle 15 now austere and
open to public scruting.  He runs a tight ship within
the Party, and if there is dissent in its runks, it rarely
reaches the newspapers. He and his colleagues are
apparently accessible, or more so, than their predc-
cessors. And they did take up in carnest one measurc
which has won them solid support in the villages: a
bore-wells programme which, despite the swipe of cri-
ties, has accomplished more in these three years than
that of former governmenis in thirty., Dut the M5
higgest coup is 1w have the Press cating out of his
land, not only taking the Press into confidence—or
appearng lu da so—but swith unobtrusive curiots hike
pensions Tor selected journalists and the hike,  Hiy
predecessor, on ihe uther hind, chose to confront the
Fourth Fstafe. with the result thar his sins—uand 1they
were muny—vol magnified, while his good  works,
notably the abolition of Chairmanships for politicians,
were deliberately underplayed.  Even if he were not

the shrewd operator he is, Mr. Hegde, following My,
Gundu Rao, would in any case have been the darling
of the Press and through the Press, of the Stale, as
well,

To evaluale promise and performance before and
after the elections, it is possible that despite his aflront
to regional honour, when he dismissed Hegde as irre-
levant, Rajiv Gandhi might still have carried the day.
Polls showed the Janata Party in a touch-and-go posi-
tion, before certain Jast minute populist announce-
ments turned the day decisively. These included sub-
sidised rice; mangalsutras for couples participating in
mass marriages, free text books for students, and a
gift puckage of expensive lullipops which are yet te
be disbursed.

Doubtiul Measvres

The problem is payment. In all fairness, the last
government, and its predecessors also ran up over-
drafts, as are other Congress governments currently.
However, if other people’s trespasses do not excuse
ane’s own, it may be said that it would be impossible
for the State to remain within the Budget, if it is
squandering largesse on populist schemes. Power con-
linues to be an enonmous constraint, but it does not
stop the government from saying there will be no
change in its policy to have 1000 new industries u
month, Moreover, while various Treasury paymenis
including those for T.A. arc being dishonoured, there
is simultaneously a scheme for generous stipends to
graduates, and direct absorption of all S.C, graduate
runk-holders  into  government  service, bypassing
entrunce examinations, The government is alse show-
ing signs of extreme linguistic fanaticism, by outlawing
Engplish from the Secretariat, and insisting that Secre-
larics note in Kannada, thus reducing the level of
noting to that of a clerk or a P.A., not the Secretary.

Lest it be thought, gentle reader, that this author is
2 Congress stooge, let me clarify here. that (he only
Party to which I belonged was the Swatantra Party.
Unlike some of its erstwhile members, 1 did not think
that the Junata Party's philosophy represented Swa-
fantra philosophy given o wider base. Ay events five
transpired, it would appear that the Janala Party lacks
pragmatism in cconomtic mullers, modernity and secu-
larsm on the athes,

Louclla Tuehe Pealilin . the Bditor ol
Hougde

————
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COFFEE LANDS LIMITED
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THE HAPPY CYCLE OF TRUST

YOUR TRUST HELPS US GRCW. OUR GROWTH
INCREASES YOUR TRUST

Yes, Sundaram Finance is surging ahead with your support-with ils own funds {Capital and
Rescrves) itcreasing from Rs. 158 lakhs in 1972 t» Rs 87C lakhs in 1984, What's more, the assets of
the company as at 31st December 1984 exceeded Rs. 130 crores.

The corporate policy of the company has aiways been serviee-oriented, which means, when thz
customer cumes lo Sundaram Finance, he gets not just hire-purchase finance or leasing facilities but
service throughout the period of contract,

With the kind of Service we offer, it's not curprising that the number of customers has grown.
Taday, Sundaram Finance has on its rolls 9,000 customers and over 70,000 Depositors.

SF THE PEOPLE TO TRUST IN
HIRE PURCHASE AND EQUIPMENT LEASING

SUNDARAM FINANCE LIMITED

Rezd. Office: 188, Mount Road Malras-600 Doc.
Central Office: 190, Maunt Road. Audrus-608 406G,
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TVS:

THE ONE-STOP-SHOP

For s minor part-replacement or complex mechanical rcpairs, for a spot of tinkering or a
tnajor engine overhaul . . . TVS is the right place for your vehicle. Because it has sophi-

sticated equipment, highly skilled technicians uud reliable spare parts of high quality,
avnilable al fixed and fair prices,

And not just spares or scrvice, TVS is also {he one-stop-shop for a wide range of motor
vehicles: a family car or a light commercial vchicle, a truck or a bus,

Remember, TVS service is backed hy a tradiiion of ever 70 years in uncompromising
quality and total reliability.

YOU CAN TRUST TVS.

T V SUNDARAM IYENGAR & SONS LTD.

MADURAI AND BRANCHES
SUNDARAM MOTORS
MADRAS AND BRANCHES

LEADERS SINCE A LONG TIME

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE
LIMITED

12,500 acres of coffee plantations, Country’s largest curer, curing
about 20, of the total production. Over 40 years of experience.

Growing coffee by employing the best cultivation methods,
Consolidated Cofee «lso grows cardamom. pepper and
oranges. A leading exporter of Cofiee, they are also authorised
clearing and forwarding agents,

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED
Pollibetta 571 215
KODAGU,
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Liberal International Press Communique

[ Ending its 10 day mission to South Africa,
Liberal [International delegation today came
out strongly against apartheid, calling it an
infiumane and immaral svstem, incompatible
with fundamental human rights.

1. The five delegation members said they had

called on the South African government to:

— issue o declaration of intent to dismantle
completely the system of apartheid;

— release Nelson Mandela and all othes
political prisuners:

— bring together the leaders of the country
in a national convention with a view to
establishing a just constitution, acceptable
o all South Africans;

— end the Swate of Emergency and return
to the rule of law;

— establish a common citizenship. abolish
the Population Registration Act, the
Group Areas Act, the pass laws, influx
control, forced removals, detention with-
out trial and banning orders;

— refrain from military action in neighbour-
ing countries.

3. The delegation stated it considered interna-
tional pressuse on South Africa necessary and
helpful in bringing about fundamental reforms.
Tt believed international cooperation to this
end should be strengthened.

4. The delegation were impressed at seeing the
determination und persistance of the South
African Liberals, members of the Progressive
Federal Party, in their stand against apartheid
and for their courage in the battle for demo-
cracy. social justice and human rights.

¢, During its stay in South Afriea, the delegution
has met with Cabinet Ministers, opposition
leaders, representatives of churches, business,
trades unions, the media, academics and volun-
tary organisations in Johannesburg, Soweto,
Pretoria, Cape Town, Cross Roads and Dur-
ban,

6. The group will report to Liberal International
members and aflilialc parties in more than 40
countries, as well as to the Executive Com-
mittee ol the Liberal International. They will
present a resolution at the organisation's Coa-
gress in Madrid in October. The delegation
COMmPrises,

— Former Swedish Minister of Trade. Hudar
Cars (delegation leader)

— British Liberal Party African Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman, Rex Callings

— (Canadian Liberal MP, Aidcen Nicholson
SON

— Dutch European Parliament Member,
Gijs de Vries and

— Liberal International Director, Margaret
Burnett.

LETTER

India Facing Environment Crisis

M. V. Kumath (“Ecolopy—the Drift towards Dis-
aster,” April 1985) is 1o be commended for his pene-
trating description of the worsening global environ-
ment in the face of increascd population pressures and
worldwide abuse of scarce natural resources. His arti-
cle is cspecially valuable for its relevance to the Indian
conicxt where the obsession with increasing GNP has
causcd havoc to the natural resource base. Econo-
mists and planners of all persuasions would do well
lo  re-examine  their  assumplions  about  cconomui
prowth especially when s created by plundering the
dwindling natural habital,

Indin is ene of the many nnfertunale conntries thil
has foited 10 halt the denuding of Us forests, the con-
tamination of its atmosphere, and the pollution of -
rivers, Qur planiers have asswmed that limitless eco-
nomic growth can be penerated by more production

and intensive cultivation without taking into account
the depletion of scaree natural resources, For this
oversipght of our plraners, (he nation js paying a bii-
ter pricc in the form of increased desertification of
cropland and the poisoning of the environment by
toxic wastes. Conspicuvusly, India has failed ta re-
cycle its refuse and waste matter ignoring all warnings
to the contrary by ccologists. The result is that re-
source scarcity has begun to afflect India’s economic
development.

Kamath's article shauld serve as o stern warning o
the starry-cyed stafl of Yojunu Bhavan who druw j leus-
ing pietores of Indio™s Tature. The sk of creating
weatth is expensive and  bordepsome  and  runs ap
amtinst the Timgis impesed by mature

— Kamal Wacdhw
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Profiles of Indian Liberals

D. V. Gundappa (1887-1975)

R. V. Murthy

It is one of the unfortunale vompulsions of a large country
that some of the most eminent of our leaders should be
totally unhnown in other parts, CGundappa, who for more
than hall = century made Mysore nis field, for awakening the
educated and giving a filip w0 socut awareness, political
reformr and socinl  movements, romains o liberal with a
cosmopulilan outlook. None among even the distinguished
group of liberals could do the ihings that he did with an
amazing virlwosity—lranstulions writing songs, posms, piays.
political pamphlels, biographies, wliting newspapers znd
journals authoritatively commenting on the Gita and many
things besides,

Thoroughly well-versed in ihe classics of Turopean libe-
rahsim. he was equally at home in Indian traditions us well

To be described by no less o personality than the
Ri. Hon. V. §. Srinivasa Sastri as “an extraordinary
man that deserves to be known and met as a person”
is no small honour. Dr. D. V. Gundappa (D.V.G. as
wias popularly known}) deserved that tribute in full
measure. He was not merely a journalist, a writer of
biographies, a dramatist or an orgamizer of movements
and institutions, he was something more; he was the
person who saw life in all its entirety, Perhaps
because of this, he could be such a dispassionate
observer of human life and express himself so “freely,
frankly, fearlessly and disinterestedly” as he always
did.

Leader of Kannada Renaissance

What strikes this writer who had the rare privilege
of knowing him personally and watching him rise to
eminence was his extremely pragmatic views on men
and matters. In my opinion only a true liberal could
do so, especially coosidering that some values were
contrary to those of one’s own admirers and penuine
friends—in this case Dr, M. Visveswarayya, Sir Mirzu
Ismail and the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastry.
D.V.G. revered and respected these great men because
of their disciplined life and uvosvliied character.
N.V.G.'s dispassionate views, expressed frankly and
feartessly often landed him in lrouble particularily
when he worked as o journalist.  But his good forune
lay in thc support he received from his erstwhile
cmiplovers ke Ammntha Rao of Servodeva Pratiasana
and M. Srinivasw Svargad of The Morning Standard
of Mysore, The Inte Professor V. Sitaramaiah, o
eminent poel and writer in his own righl, appro-
priately regarded D.V.G. as ~“one of the three leaders

His jdeul was Qokhale and he wied o both rationalize and
spiriunlize palitics In his pative State and cventually pre-
pare it for national responsibilities.  Legislator, Senalor of
the  Universily, tireless Commiltee and Council member,
Gundappa with 2 rare scnse of independence served on all
these and 1ried 10 build up a civic community and was res-
ponsible for raising Kannada to greal heights in matlers of
discussion und debate.  He started the Gokhale Institute of
Public Affairs maialy to focus the attenlion of the public
on matters of public interest.

He was oflered a pension by the Govermment of Karna-
taka which he refused 10 accept for he did not want to
forfeit his right to crilivize he government, It was indeed
most difficut te muke him gccepl any stale or nationrul award.

of the renaissance in modern Kannada literature™,
He had the courage to maintain that as a language
Kannada could be cultivated 'Tor better expressive-
ness of the modern spirit and uspirations”™. And he
had also the decency to demonstrate it by resorting 1o
a variety of compositions in old, medieval and modern
Kannada—and this at a ume when to use Kannada
or any other Indian language was regarded as infra
dig. D.V.G. could easi'y do just as well in Sanskrit,
Telugu or English. Though he belonged te the old
generation, he was not a fossil as old people tend to
grudually become. Alert as always—unto the last, he
could combine the best and the lasting features of
both the old and the new traditions, especially Lhe
values enshrined within. His respeet for values, regarc-
less of whether these were old or new, was indeed
praverbial. To him, truth, dharma and progress sum-
med up culture.

Fundainentally, D.V.G. was a Vedanitin, 0 quote
Professor Sitaramiah, again, That is why probably, in
all his writings which cover every fact of life,-~social,
religious, political or eeonomic—he was conscious of
the conceptual background which he believed in
analysing at length and in interpreting fully for the
benefit of his readers, Being a keen student of humin
Iife and highly vonscious of humun suffering—he himn-
self came from o poor family—-he could not resist
the 1emplation of rushing into dealing with w number
ol questions cencerning human life, aspirations and
abjectives, Fle way a voracious teader, thinks w the
interest in reading anculcated in him by wo well-
known 1cachers and well-wishers of his younger days,
the Jute R. V., Knshnaswamy Iyer and Rumadasappi.
By this tmye, he had also mustered several Sanskril
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works und studied in depth the different schools of
philosophy. In  his commentary on the Bhagawa!
Gira, therefere he could draw on his learning and
faithfully record as also atiempt a reconciliation of
the different interpretations ol  the three  greal
Acharyus,

Honours Refused

It was D.V.G.s pood fortune that he cume in con-
tact with some of the wisest people of his days.
Early in his curecr as a writer, he me! and impresscd
even connoisseurs like N. Nurasimhamurthy and M, G.
Viradacharya witlh his thorough grasp of a subject
und his balanced outlook thereon. It is not surpris-
ing. therefore, that his account of the life of Ranga-
charin, the first Dewan of Mysore, attracted the auen-
ticn and admirativn of the great engineer-stalesman
of India, Dr. M, Visveswarayya who, when hc became
Dewan of Mysore, invited D.V.G. to take up a res-
ponsible position in government and help him in his
developmental activities. As was only to be expected,
D.V.G. declined the invitation and later. a similar
invitation from another great Dewan of Mysore, Sir
Mirza Ismail. D.V.G. feared that by becoming a pait
of the Establishment he might lose the opportunity oi
being able [rankly 1o criticise the government. In fact
his criticisins had aiready begun 10 be noticed by
government and often these proved too bitter a pill for
the powers that be to swailow easily. However, the true
liberal that D.V.G. was, he never failed to suppo:t
any good and constructive move of the government.

Although a citizen of & princelv State and a doughty
champion of their point of view it may not be known
to many that the Kunrada term Rashtraka (nation-
alist) owes its origin to D.V.G.. While supporting
the princely States in their legitimate aspirations and
demands, he did not lose sight of the fuct that ho
was an Indian first and a State subject afterwards. In
this way he was very pragmatlic in his approach to
matters of public concern. But to be frank and prac-
tical is not always easy, cerluinly not in our country
today. [For, more often thun not, those who express
such views are liable to be misundersiood. D.V.G.
too was uften a victim of such misunderstanding.
IHowever, unlike the so-called politicians ol todiuy i
did not deter him from saying what he lel was right
and in the best wnteresls of his country.  He Jdid o
mind being in o minority of one,

Demucracy and Discipline

D.V.G. could posably atford o da this by reason

of the fact that he was a true democrat in the best
scnse of that term. His commitment to the deme-
cratic ideal was so complete that he could never tole-
rute democratic values being yucstioned. If some-
thing went wrong in o country wedded to democracy
his cxplanation was that (here was semething
wrong in implementation or in those responsible
for it. Fur this reason, perhaps, he laid much stress
on Jdiscipline. “The first enemy of a democratic
systein” he would remark “is indiscipline in the citi-
zen”, Discipline, was D.V.G.'s message to his country-
men. He was umong the few to aussert that citizens
could exercisc their rights only aflter they had dis-
charged their responsibilities.  As everyone knows in
a democratic Staie these responsibilities are shared by
ail. Under the theory of the separation of powers, the
State exercises democracy by dividing such responsi-
bilities among the legislature, the executive and the
judiciary, According to D.V.G., the judiciary is by
far the most important. He always praised an impar-
tial judge. Only those who sought neither power nor
office could be impartial, he used to say and add:
“A citizen who does not desire a seat of authority
can acl like an impartial judge.”

Long before many others, D.V.G. sensed the
dangers to India arising from frenzied passions whip-
ped up by politicians for narrow political ends. He
warned his countrymen of the dangers of trusting
unscrupubous, vicious and demogogic types as unfor-
tunately many of our politicians are today, In his
most remembered and oft-quoted Kannada classic—
Manki Thimmana Kagga—which brought him the
National Academy Award (and which he accepted
enly uat the repeated insistance of the then Presidemt
of India the tate Dr. Radhakrishnan) he expressed his
cxpectations thus: “Good living in peace and help-
fulness can make each life not only self-sufficient in
strength to some but be of use to others.” How far
removed we are from this goall

D.V.G.'s herres were great liberals like Gokhale
und Srinivasa Sastri. The dcep reverence with which
he held the former resulted not only in that great
institution—the Gokhale Institute of Public Affairs in
Bangalore but also in his gifting away the entire purs:
that U allectivte peaple of Kutnutaka prosented o
him on his 70th birthday. His was a lifc that shoul:l
serve as 4 heacon to the voung and continue to inspirs
future menerations.

R, V. Muorthy is an cconomist and former editar ol
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In Lenin's Mausoleum

Jarostav Seifert

Beneatli the red wall, bencath the domes He streiches out a hand:

golden and gleaming ‘Why do | lic here forsaken?

on his catafalque in sweet rcpose, Tell me that, my friend.

as if just dreaming, ‘When oul there in the streets they need me
in a glass coffin Lenin lies, 1 cannat say.

as though by Death unmarred, Don't leave mc here 1o sleep, but lead me
watching with half-closed eyes to join 1he fray.”

the soldier who stands on guard. But the soldier shoak his head und pressed
Bayonet fixed, he passes long hours the lid down tight.

by Lenin’s side, ‘No, you just lic here quictly and rest.
inhaling the scent of faded flowers Why go and fight?

while the clock outside “Sleep, comrade, and be glad you're here,
marks time's swift evolution. These days it's best 10 keep

The red flag's still there your nose clean, don't you interfere.

but where is the revolution— Good night, go back to sleep.”

where? Lenin falls wsieep.  In his quict tomb

The Kremlin wall, red like a field of poppies, the shadows gather in,

its teeth bares in ire. his trunquil face permeated

There Comrade Stalin bas his office, with wax and paralfin.

but no revolutionary fire.

Suddenly the silence is shattered [Translated by George Theiner

by the sound of shooting—- From Verses on  Wall,

at the Lubyanka enemies and trailors published in 1937 in

they’re executing. Prague by Prokop Laichter.]

Now Lenin secms to awaken. Coutlesy: Index on Censorship

N

Polyester Blended
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Scholarship to the Gulag

Musa Harun

A Jordaaian Student’s Experience of
Soviet Eduvation

My EXFERIENCE wih the Soviet educal.onat system
began in 1975, when I was given a “free™ scholarship
through the Jordanian Minisiry of Education 1o stuay
agnicutture  at  a  higher institute in  Leningrad.
Although my parents are devout Muslims who regard
Soviet communism as inherently atheistic and anti-
Islamic, they nonetheless approved of my study plans
because they are poor farmers who had no means of
linancing my continued education anywhere else.

In 1981, I was awarded a raster's degree with
honours from the Academy of Forestry in Leningrad,
and after the summer vacation, 1 retumed to Lenin-
grad to study for my doctorate, During the autumn
of 1981, some of my Soviet instructors and fellow-
students began urging me to join the Communist
Party and work for the Communist cause upon my
retern to Jordan, When I resisted, this appeal was
repeated by certain foreign students, including fellow-
Jordanians. Sometimes they provoked heated poli-
tical debates with me, which usyally ended with my
voicing harsh criticism of the Soviet regime. Later,
some of the statements I made during these debates
were repeated 10 me by my KGB interrogators,

Arrested

When I continued to ignore all urgings to join the
Communist Party, I found myself selected more often
to deliver political speeches at gatherings of foreign
studenis—speeches prepared by my Soviet professors
and handed to me to read alond, sight unseen, [
delivered the speeches two or three times, but I
refused to continue this practice when 1 found the
texts to contain derogatory comments ahout Islam,
the King of Jordan and Jordan’s {riends and allies.
At no time during this period, however, did T remotely
expect that T might be arrcsted for expressing my
political views. Rather, by the time that [ limshed my
doctoral dissertation in the early weeks of 1984, I
fully expected thut T would receive my doclorale in
three more months, and that the Sowviet anthoritics
and I would finally part ways.

It therefore came as o complete and ulter surprise
to me when I was arrested on Febriary 22nd 1984,

In fact, the manner of the arrest was so skilfully
contrived that I did not realise I had actually been
arrested until almost two days later. As it happened,
a Soviet official came to my room in the moming
and, without introducing himself, asked me to accom-
pany him to the visa depariment for thirty minutes.
Instead of going to the visa office, however, we
entecred a KGB building at no. 4, Liteinyl Prospekt,
where the official told me not to be concemed because
we would only be staying for a few minutes. Here
several officers questioned me about myself and my
studies, then the first official took me to another
building nearby,

Interrogation

In this second building, I met the man who was to
be my interrogator for the next two months: KGB
Major Vasiliy Vasilyevich Belyayev, a short, power-
futly-built man of about 50 years, with silvery sireaks
in his black hair and several stainless steel Leeth snow-
ing in his mouth. Belyayev, 1 was soon to learn, was
a man who never tired during long interrogation ses-
sions and who never showed anger, impatience or
human emotion; 1 think the man did not possess a
single nerve in his body after spending so many years
at his grim occupation,

We spent the rest of the day in an interminable
discussion on scientific, religious, philosophical and
political questions, 1 was still very naive at this point,
and I treated the questioning like the intellectual
debates I had shared so often with my classmates,
Al the end of the session that evening, I asked tbe
major for permission to leave, and he told me to
wait a few minutes while he made some inquiries.

When Belyayey returned, he told me that T rnust
remain overnight for administrative recasons which
would be cleared up the next jnorming, When |1
ohjected, Belyayev sugpested that 1 go to speak with
another official. whose office was not far away, 1 was
then taken down the road to a place surrounded by
harbed wire and armed guards and was thrown into
u tiny cell no more than two and a half metres on
cach side. Incredibly, cven then T did not believe
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Freedom
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detainees. I recall how, before depurting on our trip,
each prisoner was given a piece of salted fish to make
it easier for the KGB's guard dogs to truck us if we
tried to escape,

In The Gulag

My new home was to be a KGB “lager” ncar to
the closed military lowns of Lepley and Potma. In
the camps there, I met fellow-prisoners from a wide
variety of countries, including Arab siudents from
Syria, Palestine, South Yemen (Aden} and Jordan.
While cach of their stories is ditfercnt, 1 am convinced
that most of them were as innocent of criminal acts
as I. Much the same can be said for inmates I met
who were citizens of other countries, inctuding France,
West Germany, Finland. Bulgaria, Afghanistan, China
and North Korea.

Conditions were indescribably harsh in Mordavia;
everyone spent long hours cutting stone, grinding glass,
working with metal and wood, and assembling pre-
fabricated building units which we were fold would
be sent to Siberia. We were fed very little, and my
weight, which had been around 80 kg before my arrest,
dropped to a low point of 62 kg during my initial
weeks under the camp’s striet tabour regime. Camp
discipline was uncompromising, and those who viglat-
ed the rules wers beaten with plastic truncheons on
their backs, chests, hands and kidneys; or put inte
narrow isolation cells; or thrown into tubs of freezing
water, or forced to carry heavy bags of sand up and
down hills to the point of exhaustion; or put inside a
plastic bag until the prisoner fainted from lack of
oxvgen. Medical care was practically non-existent:
ncarly every prisoner sulfered from rheumatism, diges-
tive disorders, toothaches and other chronic ailments
caused by the harsh climatc, poor nutrition and the
lack of adeguate sanitary facilities. The possibility of
escape was absolutely zero. The only serious attempt
1 witnessed during my sojourn in the camps was in
February 1985, when four Koreans atiempted to
tunnel their way out; I shall never forget the sound
of their screams as they were attacked hy the camp’s
guard dogs.

Released

I was released from the prison camp in Mordosviy
one veir and Tour days alter my arrest in Leningrad,
and sent 1o speciad house Jor freed  prisoniers in
Mascow until my repatrintion 1a lordun could he
arrangdd some three weeks later. | fiemly belicve tha

I owe my release more than anything else to the tire-
tess cfforts of my family, who learncd of my dis-
appearance through other Jordunian students in Lenin-
grad, and mebiliscd the resources of the Jordanian
Government to demand my release. Had my povern-
ment not exerted intense and constant diplomatic
pressure on the Soviet regime (o account for my
whereaboats. 1 fear that [ might never have lefi the
Gulag alive,

It has been three months now since 1 returned to
my native couniry. My health has been improving,
although nal yel restored to normal, and I am greatly
enjoying my work cutdoors producing fruit and grain
on our family’s farm. Every week, [ visit the Jorda-
nian Foreign Ministry to seek the return of my per-
sonal belongings which were left behind in my room
at the time of my arrest,  Above all, T seek the return
of my master's degree diploma, my doctoral disserta-
tion and the papers which I accumulated during more
than eight years of study in the USSR. Aithough I
finished all the required work toward my doctorate
degrec befose my arrest, T harbour little hope that
the KGB will ever let the Academy of Forestry ack-
nowledge the dcgrees that I have earned there. For
under the Soviet system of educalion, my scholar-
ship—and thus my degree—werc granted on the
implicit condition that T hecome a willing tool of the
Communist Party of the Soviel Union, When ] refus-
ed to betray my native land as the price of an educa-
tion, the authorities withdrew my rights to the benefits
of my Soviet education.

Countless times during the long nights of suffering
! spent in Kresli Prison and the Mordovian Gulag,
I wished that T had known in advance the price |
would be ferced to pay for iny participation in the
Soviet cducational system.  Now thal sy ordeal is
over at Just, T feel a solemn duty to wam other stu-
dents who may be looking forward eagerly to a “free”
scholarship to study at a Soviet university, or perhaps
merely u “free™ trip to participatc in Moscow’s World
Festival of Youth and Students this July., To those
students, T say this; consider the price which T paid.
and ask if it is worth what the Soviet Union has to
uller,

Conrtesys Swisy Pregs Review


















]
(]

V- Lﬁ:.-
PRI

Gramapbone Company of India.  ‘The history of re-
cording began at the beginning ol the present centuy
when a subsidiary of an internationally known British
concern was established in Calcutta around about
1903, Far some inscrutable reason it was called the
Gramaphone and Typewriter Company, the iwo pro-
ducts  having Jittle In common except « potential
market for both. By 1809 however the company
ceased 10 deal with iypewriters and devoted  itsell
entircly to the gramaphone. Brunches were opened in
Delhi, Bombay and Madras and in the following
decades it established a neur monopoly in the Indian
subcantinent; with ali the evils assaciated with such
monopolies. When the history of recording comes to
be written in detail the Gramaphone Company of
Indiz will undoubtedly be its hero, but not without
some serious blemishes of character. The Company
was ruthless in capturing the market often employing
dubicus methods and it succeeded despite the fact that
its recording cquipment was obsolete.

G. N. Joshi the widely known musician of Maha-
rashira joined the Company in 1938 and was its chief
recordist for many years. 1n the course of his work
Mr. Joshi came into contact with a wide variety ol
people in the world of music-—famous singers like
Bade Gulam Ali Khan, Allaudin Khan, Berum Akh-
tar, Punnalal Ghosh, Vilayat Khan, Ravi Shankar 1o
name a f{ew; well-known composers of film music,
Nuwshad and C. Ramchandra, famous singers of
yester-years like K. L. Saigal and Khurshid and royal
patrons of music nol to mention politicians like
Morarji Desai, all formed Joshi’s varied clientele.

Down Melady Lane is a thoroughly enjoyable re-
cord of haw Joshi was able to get the famous arlistes
w recard for HMY.,  This book is rich in anecdotes
which reveal less known sides of the famous singers.
Joshi is i shrewd observer of human nature, he
naticed the strenpths and weaknesses, the foibles and
peculiarities of the persons he had to deal with, He is
4 subtle-souled psychologist. In 1951-52 when the
Government of Bombay embarked upon its palicy of
Prohibition, Joshi saw in it a golden opportunity to
get husiness for the Company. It was supgested to
Morarji Desai that if his voice along with that of may
others were recorded and his speeches played 10 mas-
sev of people it would give o high push 0 rhe govern
ment's policy. Moragjibhai goickly scized the idea and
a recurding appoiniment was fixed. One afternoc
Morarji walked into the studios of HMY on the stroke
oi the appointed hour usking ministerially whether
evervthing was hept ready.  When it was suggested
that Morarii could Lave his voice tested he was irritat-
ed e the thought and sternly brushed 0 aside. Meckly

the Chief Minister's speech was recorded, punctuared
by frequent clearing of the (hroat. When it was played
back Morarji was angry. Joshi calmed him down say.-
ing that he must have had a hard day's work and must
be suffering from cold and that there could be a re
cording some other day, It worked like magic and on
the second appointment Morarji himself suggested a
testing of his voice before the final recording!

I leave it to the reuder to read similar anecdotes
about the preat singers, And there are anecdotes as
well that help us take a pecp into the palaces ot
native States. One young Yuvaraja in Rajputana who
had invited Joshi to give a performance came disguised
tu the station to receive him and acted as a chauffeur.,
The same Yuvaraja acted as a cycle-rikshawallah in
Baroda and accompanied him to the house of a
musician there.

An carlier version of the book in Marathi was im-
mensely popular and the English version will enable
a much wider readership. Joshi writes with great ease
and felicity of expression and holds the readers’ inte-
rest. It is a book that will be welcomed by all those
who look nostalgically at the cvolution of classical and
pcpular music in the past few decades.

—Rajalakshmi Aiyar

STATUS AND POSITION OF WOMEN IN INDIA
by Kiran Devendra; Vikas; pp. 186; Rs. 95,

The Indian Constitution pledges equality of status
and opportunity, justice and dignity of the individual
to men and women alike. Still, an Indian woman
cannot free hersclf from age-old traditions, con-
ventions und camplexes.  After Independence, some
atempts huve been made to study the position and
problems of the Indian women. Since the 1970%
there hus heen a steady growth in research activity
pertaining (o women’s status. The Repost of the
Committec on the Status of Women was the first
major attempt to study the existing data on social,
economic and political aspects of women’s position in
India. Afier that, research gained momentum, and
some serious researchers started working in this new
discipline. 8o far as the legal uspect of women's
problems in India is concerned, nol many <tudies have
been done.  The Government has passed some pro-
gressive laws to revolulionise the status of women
bul how fur these laws lve brought he desired
chunge remains a perplexing question.  The work
under review is o modest artemp 1o answer this qucs-
tion.

It reviews the liws passed by the Government of
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Gandhi has  done ta the Umouchables?’—B, R
Ambedkar, [945),

Dr. Ambedkar wanted that Untotichables have their
own candidates clected by thuir own people. In his
letter to Ramsay Macdonald, the then British Prime
Minister, Gandhiji explained why he opposed separaic
electorates for the Depressed Classes: “Without arga-
ing, I aflirm that for me this mauter is one of pore
religion. . . . In the establishment of separaie clecto-
rates for all the Depressed Classes, 1 sense the
injection of poison that is ealculated to destroy Hindu-
ism and do no pood whatever 1o the Depressed
Classes.”

Kanshi Ram is a sincerc person and, whether one
agrees with him or not, he descrves to be heard
which is not something you can say about many
members of his class who serve as show pieces of both
the ruling and opposition parties.

Recommended reading for serious students of the
subject. Copies can be obtained from Mr. Kanshi
Ram, 5323, Hardhian Singh Road, Karol Bagh, New
Deihi 110 Q0S.

_Sa \’o Rilil.l

In Brief . . .

INDIA: THE SIEGE WITHIN: Challenges to a
Nation’s Unity by M. J, Akbar; Penguin: 1985; Pp.
325 Rs, 46.60.

WIDELY praised as a reliable tract on modern poli-
lical histary, Akbar’s book examines three of the most
momentous crises of post-Independence India: the
Partition, the Kashmir question and the Punjab prob-
fem., Though not everyene will agree with all of
Akbar’s conclusions, the book is painstakingly written
and quite informative.

A JUBGE'S MISCELLANY (Fourth Series} by M,
Midyatellab: Tripathi: 1984: Pp, 167 Rs. 65,

THIS  highly-readuble volume is an anthelogy  of
Hiduyatallal's speeches and writines between 1981,
and 1984
of Vice-President of Indin. The topies eovered inglude
law. education. art, economics. public administration

a period during which he held the office

and literuture,

LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF
INDIA, Vols. 1 & 2 by M. Rama Jois: Tripathi; 1984;
Pp. 723 & 388; Rs, 32.50 & Rs, 21.

RAMA Jois, a Judge of the Karnataka High Couri,
has ditempled to put together a representative collec-
tion of material on ancient and modern legal, judicial
und constitutional systems and. what is more, made
it availuble to the interested reader at an unbelicvably
low price. The work covers a wide area, including
the concept of dharma, substantive civil laws, rulcs of
interprelation, the place and rale of the judiciary from
the carliest times 1o the present, and so on. The see-
tion on contemporary constitutional developments is,
unfertunately, rather too cursory, but that does not
detract from the essential usefulness of the work.

COMPARATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL LAW by
Durga Das Basu; Prentice-liall of India; 1984; Pp.
528; Rs. 150.

FIRST in an ambitious series of ten volumes on com-
parative constitutional jurisprudence, this book by
Basu is disappuinting. Though it purports to deal
“eritivally with burning topics like doctrines of ‘basic
features’, “political questions’, ‘separation of powers',
‘rule of iaw’, ‘natural justice’, *due process’, ‘right to
human dignity and privacy’, ‘constitutionality of capi-
tal punishment’, etc.”, the treatment is woefully super-
ficial and uninspiring.

POWER, PASSIONS AND PURPOSE: Prospects
for North-South Negotiations ed, by Jagdish N.
Bhugwati and John G. Ruggic: The MIT Presss 1984;
Pp. 338; Price not stated,

“THE volatility of the perceptions of power contigu-
rations and the complexity of the interaction among
these perceptions and negotixling positions and pro-
cesses have contributed to the malaise that afllicts the
current state of thc North-Seuth dialogue.” argucs
Jagdish Bhugwuli in this voleme, which is o product
of the International Conference on Globul Negotia-

Boiis Db o vew Delln i 19830 Tucludod o the
volunie are a dosen substaatial essays which seck o
cxplore “new divections i the Narh-South negolia-
tons™,



PLANNED ACTION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

Thirty-etght years ago India threw off the yoke of bondage and breathed free, A glorious, exhilarating
moment in our history, remembered this day, every year. We have rcached impressive heights in almost
every sphere of achievement. But the staggering problems of poverty, illiterscy snd unemployment
have yet lo be gvercome,

To be totally meaningful, the benefits that independence have brought us mus{ reach the weaker sections
of society in every possiblc way. Keeping thiz in mind the Government of Karnateka has launched a
variety of schemes.

@ Provision of drinking water to villages

@ Integrated child development

@ Pension to widows

gFinancial assistance through the Anthyodaya schame to selected poor families from every village
@ Maternity allowance to wemen agrigultural labourcrs

@ Free legal aid for the poor

@ Free text books for children

And now the Government of Karnalaka offers three more schemes. With special benefits (o the needy,
‘THALI BHAGYA' SCHEME

This scheme has been introduced to help young men and women from poor families to get married with
minimum expenditure.

Under the scheme couples receive:

@~ thali/mangalsuira of I gm 22 carat gold. In weddings where a thali is not used Rs, 200/- in
Naijona! Savings Ceriificates is given

@ Two dhetis worth Rs. 50/-

@ Two sarees and two blouse pieces worth Rs. 100/-
SUBSIDISED CLOTHING SCHEME '

This scheme, to be implemented from 2nd October 1985, helps men and women living below the poverty
line to purchase clothing ai subsidised rates.

@ Women are given [wo sarees and (wo blouse pieces for Hs. 25. -
@ Men are given (wo dholis and one piece shirting for Rs. 25/-

@ These will be given once a period of one yecar intwo ibsialments.
FREE UNIFORMS SCHEME

This scheme is to be launched on Ist November 1985, Rajyothsava Day.
@ All children studying in the | and II Sids, in Government schoo!s. and

@Al SC/8T girls studying in Stds. 1—VII in Government schools will receive 1we sels of uniforms
frec of tosl

Atotal of 218000 children will he henefieinrive of tl onhemn The Cvepamand of  Karnataka i
manking concerted eflorts for the upliftmient of the weaker sections of the gociety.  Through a planned action
programme aimed af ercating a betier life for them. So that. they oo, ean join the march towards pro-
sTrity and progress

KARNATAKA INFORMATION




Leslie Sawhny Centre

83, Rest Camp Road, Deolali

HERE's a quiet place. set in the heights of Dealali Amidst lush green hills and
, B blooming rose gardens is the Leslie Sawhny Centre.

The bracing climate of Deolali and the warm-heorted hosprality of the Training Cenire
ore a happy combination, promating a sense of well-being and enthusiasm.

Monv_cpurses are conducted here from time fo time by the Leslie Sawhny Programme
of Training for Democrocy. a non-parfisan educational crganisation, nomed after the

late Cal. Leslie Sawhny which aims at the #raining of cifizens in constructive citizenship
and leadership.

Now, the Training Centre, with all its residential and other amenities, is being mode
avaitable to commercial and other organisations which need a suitable venue. at very
reasonable rates, for their own programmes such @s seminars. conferences, group
discussians and training courses.

The Training Centre is well planned and equipped with the lates! available audio visua!
facilities, conference room, library, indoor games. television, efc.

Decldli 1s most easily and conveniently accessible from Bombay by rail and road.

For enquiries and further details please write 1o:

The Executive Secretary

Lestie Sawhny Prograrmme
Army & Navy Building, 3rd floor
148 Mahatma Gandhi Road
Bombay 400 023

FREEDOM FIRST FOUNDATION

Freedom, wiih social responsibility and the rule of law, is the foundation of civilisation and a
precondition for social and cultural progress. Few people however, have an adequate idea
and understanding of the meaning and vaiue of freedom and its implication on day-to-day
life. Generally, freedom is taken to mean merely the absence of restrictions of whatever one
wishes to have or do. It is doubtful whether freedomn as a basic vaiue has become a part of
our cultural ethos.

There is urgent need to promote the acceptance of the values of freedom and dignity of
the individual among our people and specially among the young. The only hope lies in the
effons of voluniary organisations specifically dedicated to the prormnotion of these values. A
long-tern programme of sound popular education in the meaning. implications and respon-
sibilties af freedom in all its aspects is necessary.

These considerations. and the desire to make efforis in thal direction, hove prompted the
estoblishment of the Freedom First Foundation as a non-partisan, egucationol, charitable
Trust for the promotion of these values and ideals. The Foundation will organise lectures, semi-
nars, study classes. and other educative and cultural activities, and will publish and/or sub-
sidise the pubfication of periodicals, books and pomphlets, for the promotion of these aims
and objectives

We appeal to oll those who are committad to Treeduln, dernucrdiy Jird ain upet ) suuigly
to support the Foundation by sending donations and conlnbutions 1o the comus of the Foun-
dation.

The Foundation has been registered under the Fublic Trust Acl and donahons of Rs, 250 and
obove are exempt from tax under Section 80 G[1) of the incorne tax Act, 1961

Cheques should be mode poyable fo the Freedom First Foundatlon, 127, Mahatma Gan-
dhi Rood. Bombuay 400 023. and earmarked for its compus
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Nachiketa Publications Limited

5 Kasturi Buildings, J. Tata Road,
Bombay 400 020.

A STATESMAN ENTERPRISE

Books for all bookshelves and budgets:

Bihar Shows the Way hy 5. K. Datta-Ray
D. M. K. in Power by P. Spratt
Education in the Fourth Plan by J. P. Naik
Gandhi and the American Scene by C. Seshachari
Glimpses of Qld Calcutta by R R. Chowdhury

German Scholars On India—Vol, 1l

Indira's India: A Political-Notebook by S. Nihal Singh
The Career Of the Secondary School Teacher

in Poona by P. Kale
Under the Indian Sky by A. Chanda

Writings and Speeches Of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan by S. Mohammad

What Price A Free Press? ed, V. V. Iohn and A. B. Shah

Also available from:

THE STATESMAN LIMITED

Statesman House, Statesman House,
Connaught Cireus, Chowringhee Square,
New Delhi 11000} Calcutta 700 001

Fagun Mansion
26 Commander-In-Chief Rd.
Madras 600 105

83/-
30/-

12/-

9/-
6/-
12/-

4/-




	387 - October 1985
	Liberal Manifesto
	Between Ourselves
	In This Issue
	With Many Voices
	Of Cabbages and Kings
	Dr. Mohan Sinh Mehta, RIP
	Essay: The Indian National Congress : Its Mission & Failures - S. P. Aiyar
	What Congress? Which Congress? - Minoo Masani
	The Sole of Indian Politics - Padmini Menon
	December 1885 - Memories of the First Congress Convention
	Operation Flood - Minoo Masani
	Be Humane to the Terminally Ill - Doctors' Appeal
	Remembering the Emergency - R. Srinivasan
	Liberty - Abraham Lincoln
	The Crisis at UNESCO - Cushrow Irani
	Gandhi Jayanti Thoughts - C. Rajagopalachari
	Seminar Report: Reservation in Education and Public Services
	The Hegde Phenomenon - Louella Lobo Prabhu
	Non-Political Civic Action - Komala Sarathy
	Amid the Colour Blindness, a Vision of Hope - Bernard Levin
	Black Despotism - Minoo Masani
	Is it a Bloodbath They're after? - John O'Sullivan
	Liberal International Press Communique
	Letter: India facing Environment Crisis - Kamal Wadhwa
	Profiles of Indian LIberals
	D. V. Gundappa (1887-1975) - R. V. Murthy
	The Lease on Life Expires - Darius Cooper
	In Lenin's Mausoleum - Jaroslav Seifert
	Scholarship to the Gulag - Musa Harun
	If Gorbachev Dares
	Foreign Press Excerpts
	Book Review: India Under Pressure - Minoo Masani
	Book Review: Down Melody Lane - Rajalakshmi Aiyar
	Book Review: Status and Position of Women in India - Usha Thakkar
	Book Review: The Chamcha Age - S. V. Raju
	Book Reviews (In Brief)
	Leslie Sawhny Centre
	Freedom First Foundation

