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LIBERAL MANIFESTO 
Draw n up at the International Liberal Conference at Wadham College, Oxford, In April1947. 

We. Liberals of nineteen countries assembled at Oxford at a If me of djsorder, poverty, famine and fear caused by two 
World Wars; 
convinced that this condition of the world is largely due to the abandonment of liberal principles; 
affirm our faith in this Declaration. 

1. Man is first and foremost a being endowed with the power of independent thought and action. and with the ability 
to distinguish right from wrong. 
2. Respect for the human person and for the family is the true basis of society. 
3. The State is only the instrument oft he community; i t should assume no power which conflicts with the fundamen­
tal rights of the citizens and w ith the conditions essential for a responsible and creative life, namely: 

Personal freedom. guaranteed by the independence of the administration of law and justice. 
Freedom of worship and liberty and conscience. 
Freedom of speech and of U1e Press. 
Freedom to associate or not to associate. 
Free choice of occupation. 
The opportuni ty of a full and varied education, according to ability and irrespective of birth or means. 
The right to private ownership of property and the right to embark 0n individual -enterprise. 
Consumer's free choice and the opportunity to reap the full benefit of the productivity of the soil and the industry 
of man 
Security from the hazards of sickness, unemployment, disability and old age. 
Equality of rights between men and women. 

4. These rights and conditions can be secured only by true democracy. True democracy is inseparable from political 
liberty and is based on the conscious, free and enlightened consent of the majority, expressed through a free and sec­
ret ballot, .,.vith due respect for the liberties and opinions of minorities. 

II 
1. The suppression of economic freedom must lead to the disappearance of political freedom. We oppose such sup· 
pression, whether brought about by State ownership or control or by private monopolies, cartels and trusts. We admit 
State ownership only for those undertakings which are beyond the scope of private enterprise or in which competition 
no longer plays its part. 
2. The welfare of the community must prevail and must be safeguarded frorn the abuse of power by sectional 
interests. 
3. A co.ntinuous betterment of the conditions of employment, and of the housing and environment of the workers 
is essential. The rights, duties and interests of labour and capital are complementary; organised consultation and col­
laboration between employers and employed is vital to the well-being of industry. 

Ill 
SerVice is the necessary complement of freedom and every right involves a corresponding duty. lffree institutions are 
to work effectively, every citizen must have a sense of moral r13sponsibility towards his fellow men and take an active 
part in the affairs of the community. 

IV 

War can be abolished and world peace and economic prosperity restored only if all nations fulfil the following condi­
tions ; 
(a) Loyal adherence to a world organisation of all nations, great and small, under the same law and equity, and with 
power to enforce the strict observance of all international obligations freely entered into. 
(b) Respect for the right of every nation to enjoy the essential human liberties. 
(c) Respect for the tan.guage, faith, laws and customs of national minorities. . 
(d) The f ree exchange of ideas, news, goods and services between nations, as well as freedom of travel within and 
between all countries. unhampered by censorship, protective trade barrier-s and e~<change regulations. 
(e) The development of the backward areas of the world. with the collaboration of their inhabitants, in their true 
interests and in the interests of the world at large. 
We call Upon all men and women who are in general agreement with these ideals and principles to join us in an 
endeavour to win their acceptance throughout the world. 

Join th!." ,,dil't1 Liher31 Groun. For details write to; 
The Honorary Secret aries, Indian Liberal Group, 143, Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, Bombay 400 023. Phone 270610. 



October 1985 
No. 387 
Price Rs. 5 

Founder: 

Minoo l\'Iasani 

Associate Editor: 

J changir Patel 

Editors: 

S. V. Raju 

K. S, Venkaleswanm 

Contributing EdHor: 

Geeta Doctor 

Advisory Board: 

Ad:un Adil 

S umant Bankeshwar 

S. I , Clerk 

An rind Deshpande 

1'\issim Ezekiel 

Aziz l\1adni 

S. A. A. Pinto 

Nitin Raut 

Abe Solomon 

R. S r inivasan 

Ashley Tellis 

Cover: VINS 

Bombay Distributors: 

Paramount Book Agency 

Delstar, l si Floor, 
99A, S. Patkar Marg, 
8 omboy·400 036. 

P hone: 82~ 40 25 

In this Issue: 
The Indian National Congress-Its Mission 

and failures 
S. P. Aiyar 

Operation Flood 
M inoo Mttsani 

Remembering the Emergency 
R. Srinil,asan 

The Crisis at UNESCO 
Cushrow Irani 

Gandhi Jay&otj Thoughts 
C. R(ljagopalachari 

Report of Seminar on 'Reservation 

The Hegdc Phenomenon 
Louella Lobo Prablw 

A Quarterly of Liberal Ideas 

Dear Friend. 

Our efforts to introduce Freedom First to new subscribers IS 

making slow but steady progress. While we are by no means com­
peting with the glossies, it is heartening that we are not altogether 
ignored by the mngaz.ine·browsing public at the news stands. After 
three decades in 'purdah', Freedom First has, if we may use a phrase 
from commerce, 'gone public.' 

We arc encouraged by many letters of appreciation. Mr. Philip 
Mason the author of The Men Who Ruled /1tdia in a letter to Mr. 
Mnsani writes: ' ' I congratulate you on the new format of Freedom 
Fir.w which I like very much and I also congratulate you on your 
admirable article on liberalism ... " Mr. Richard Krygier of the Aus­
tralian Committee for Cllltural Freedom observes: " I can honestly 
say that of all publications connected with lhe Congress for Cultu­
ral Freedom, Freedom First has always been closest to my heart. 
There has never been beating about the bush when Freedom First 
spoke out. Thus to have my name in that particular publication is 
great pleasure .. .'' Back home Mr. Pramod Mishra of the Orissa Unit 
of the Hindustani Andolan considers the arli«les in Freedom First as 
"a positive step to serve democracy'' and "bring sanity and cott­
sciousness amongst the so-called elite of the country." Or. F redie 
Mehta congratulates Frt~edom First for an "excellent issue'' (April) 
which be " read wi th keen interest.'' 

Essay Competition 

Twenty five essays have been received from students of junior 
and senior colleges. They are now being scrutinised by the panel 
of judges. The prize winning essay will be published in the Janu-ary 
1986 issue . 

Acknowledgement 

Mr. Minoo Masani's articles in this issue are based on his 
column in Th e Staresm tllt. 
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With Many Voices 
"Tile du·p moans round "ith many ''nicu, Come, my friendr. 
'J'is IIOt /QO late 10 .ff!l'/.. cl 11811'fl' worfd"-Tt!lllly.fOII. 

If Pandilji had his Menons, his grandson Rajiv has 
his Singhs. 

-Quark, Times of India, August 18. 

The (textile) mills are closing, the workers live on 
doles, the cotton grower is in ruins and the masses 
are naked. That in brief is the situation. 

-Sharad Joshi, Shetkari Stmghatana, August 16. 

How much more truthful his (Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's) 
statement about the country not being ready for auto­
nomy for lhe media would be if it read as: the party 
is not yet ready. 

-Amita Malik, Indian Express, August 4. 

Now, since the Central government has declared a 
5-day week in all government offices, God alone 
knows by how much the birthrate in the country will 
shoot up! 

- Kanti K. Sheth, Midda)', June 12. 

In India, who would dare joke about the PM on 
Doordarshan? 

-Amita Malik, Express Magazine, August 25. 

Women fall in love through their ears and men 
through their eyes. 

- Woodrow Wyatt, Tfw Sunday Obsem!t , 

August 18. 

Muscm ites were joking. about buying season tickel$ 
to Kremlin funerals. "\<Vhat has twenty legs and four 
teeth?" Answer: "The Politburo." 

- National Rf'riew, 1\ptil 5. 

The mndcrn l c rrori~1 io; a mep.n lom:minc plu" hiuh-
tceh . 

- 7/tt· /: ('(mnmi~t. Junl.' 2:!. 

Writing is the hardest form of work for the naLU­
rally lazy. 

- Woodrow Wyatt in his book Confessions 
of <In Optimist. 

It is rare for me to pass remarks of a general nature 
on the male sex, in publ ic anyhow. The Lord created 
it and presumably knew what he was doing; and 
even if he had slipped up lhe less said the better. 

- Honar Tracy, The Daily Telegraph , June 1. 

Nobody fo rgets anything in r>olitics, Jeast of all 
humiliation. 

- A Gujara1 politician, India Today, July 3l. 

Free people, free minds, and free markets wjll 

develop innovations which will ensure a more pros­
perous and peaceful tomorrow. 

- President Ronald Reagan , An Essay in 
Understanding, U.S.I.S., New Delhi. 

He (Emperor Akbar) had, of course, most of the 
virtues since he engaged most of the historians, 

-Will Dur<1nt .in his book Our Oriental 
Heritage. 

A tree is a pole of liberty and every leaf a flag of 
honour. 

-Baba Amle, The Sunday Obsf!ITl'r. 

August 11 . 

When India fin:tlly thre\\ off 1he suffocating rule ol 
the British. the world confidently expected a great 
Indian Rcnabl'ttncc. It looked forward tO the lnc.lian 
Einstein. the Indian Michaeluugelo, the Indi<tn Bec­
lhovl!n, the Indian Johu Milton. fnstead i1 got the 
Indian pnlitic: irtn 

- 1\uhn!) '\ lri1l.'fl. 7'/w fi11111h11· U/11·• 1rl ''' · 

\.:rll.'mhl·l 1 1 
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Of 
Cabbages 
& Kings 
Is Rajh a Socialbt? 

MR. RAJ IV GANDHl is no so<:iulisl. He is certain!~ 
not a Reagan or a Thatcher, nor is he a Kinnod •. 
If he caved in to the old bandicoots at the Congress ( I ) 
AlCC meeting in Delhi last March, it was convetti· 
ence and not conviction . Or was it a bad case o( 
nerves? He is spared the Anglo-Saxon-Marxist con· 
fusion of hi~ grandfather, but is he free of the cynical 
opportunism o( his mother? l t is still too early to 
say. Time will tel l. Meanwhile, his inexperience and 
lack or clear-cut ideological predilections might yet 
prove to be his best asset. lndia has already suffered 
much at the handc; o( half-baked ideologues. 

The crying need or the hour is pragmatism. Poli­
ticians in India generally undere timate the intelli­
gence of the people and even today continue to thinK 
tbat catch-words convince them. 1 remember some 
years ago, Prof. N. G. Ranga then President of t~c 
Swatantra Party pleading within the party's counc1ls 
{or the adoption of ''Gandhian Socialism'' as the 
Party's slogan. When ht: coukl not satisfactorily con­
vince the formidable array of intellectuals in the 
Party's National Executive on what exactly the phrase 
meant, he fell back on the argument that not to talk 
of socialism meant courting political defeal. rn other 
words, let the contents remain unaltered, change only 
the brand-name. And that should do the trick. So 
Rajiv's protestations of socialism need not be taken 
too seriously. The pity is that ht: lloes not need th ~. 
word for votes btll only to keep the <lid gonts in hie; 
party happy. 

The fuel that no one has yel been able to pin-point 
on which side of the political spectrum he stands, i 
itself proof or whal ''e are saying. 

In sucn a context what should be a Liberal's atti· 
tude to Mr. Rajiv Gnndhi'? I deliberately leave out 
the Party because the Congres~ ( 1) i~ merely his 
shadow. L for one, would extend critical support in 
are<l'i of c~'l'nnmk Pl'llq. particularly in hi$ c!Tort 'i 111 

free the ccOillllll} from cxces..,i\'c controls. At the 
same time, uncwnpromising opposition tn his cvide,H 
desire to promote :1 uniwry system in Iodin, hb 
refusal to uivc :llll(lllOmy ln radio and r.v. and hi~ 
governmenrs harHS'illlelll ul' civi l liberties al' tivists, tl) 

mention just tlm:t.: t'\amplc'\. 
-S' It 

"'the tim<l- has comq,,'' tJt~ 
'-dhu~ ~a.\d, 

.. too ta..lk of many things: 
of $nDe$-ahd. ~hips­

ahd ~intvax-
of <2hba~e.s - ~"'~ 

an.a .kin$s-, ............. ..,.. 

-l<tvj s carroll 

T he Future of Cbandigarh 

MUCH as one welcomes the historic accord reached 
between the Akalis and the Government of India on 
July 24, there is, ulas, one aspect of it which cannot 
but sadden the hearts of a great many among us. On 
Republic Day 1986, the Union Territory of Chandi­
garh, arguably the only planned, spacious and aesthe­
tically pleasing city io fndja, will be divested o( its 
independent character and become a part of Punjab. 
Whitt! there can be no two opinions about the rationale 
behind this cha nge (Chandigarh was, after all, meant 
to be Punjab's capital), those who have grown to love 
the city over the ye::tr~ wi ll, understandably, reel con­

cerned over its future. 
Will the architectural beauty of Chandigarh (be­

spoi lt though it has been in parts in recent years) be 
preserved? Or will this city also go the way most others 
have gone, becoming a victim of indiscriminate and hap· 
hazard real-estate development and unchecked infux 
of people from neighbouring towns and villages? It 
is heartening to know that at least one leader of 
national stature has been exercised over these pressing 
questions and has tuken them up with the highest in 
the land, for whatever the effect is worth. 

"The misgiving~ of the people or Chaodigarh arc 
real,'' says Prof. Bal Raj Madhok in a recent letter 
to Rajiv Gandhi. "Something must be done to aJJay 
these fears be(ore Chandigarh is finally transferred to 
Punjab.'' 

Among the steps suggested by Prof. Madhok are: 
the enactment of special provisions for maintaining the 
architeclurul ancl topugraphic<tl character of Chandi­
garh; prcscrvatillll llf the common High Court for 
Punjab and 1 lnryana & Ch<tndigarh ; designation of the 
Punjab Univcr11i1V as <I Central University; guarnnlee 
ol' freedom in (h~ mutter or medium of education 
c!ljoyrcl by the residen ts: and assurance or a defini te 
share to the people ,,f Chandigod1 in the civil services 
of Punjab. One can onl) hope th:lt these sensible 
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suggestions are accepted by the Government and every 
effort is made to save ChandigarJ1 from decay and 
death that is bound ro be its fate otherwise. 

-KSV 

The Japanese Mind 

FOR SEVERAL years now, the attitude of the Ameri­
can people towards the Japanese has been more or less 
ambivalent. Admiration has invariably alternated with 
a tinge of envy and even hostility. Nowhere is this 
more pronounced than in lhe field of busi ness and in­
dustry where the American entrepreneur, outwitted at 
his own game by his Japanese counterpart, finds it ex­
tremely difficult to come to terms with the changed 
Teality. 

The tragedy is compounded by a marked reluctance 
. on the part of Americans to learn and understand the 
Japanese, says Robert C. Cluistopher jo his recent 
book The Japanese Mind ( Pan Books, £2.95). "Ex.­
cept for the little-heeded minority who make Japan a 
·Jifetime study-and who sometimes do so out of 
romantic attachment to ~ vanished world that bears 
about as much relation to contemporary Japan as 
Elizabethan England does to Mrs. Thatcher's England 
-Americans have no idea how Japanese think and 
feel," says Christopher. 

This reluctance, says the authorJ stems partly from 
a superiority compJex. "There are still people in this 

--country who find it inconceivable that a nation of 
:'Jittle yellow men' could ever outstrip Americans in 
anything except duplicity." Perhaps the m-ost grote­
sque, example of this attitude came in the remark some 
influential members of the US Senate made to a visit­
ing Japanese Minister during the Carter presidency. 
''Remember, Mr. Minister,·· they are reported to have 
~said, "the Uni ted States don't need Japan , hut you 
need us." 

Japanese curiosity about the Americans, on the 
otl1er hand, often verges on the absurd. "Some years 
ago,'' says Christopher, ··a young Japanese business­
man who was studying English in a class taught by 
.my wife interrupted her disquisition on past participles 
to inquire whether ~he wore underwear. When !1er 
initia1 indignation suhsided, it dawned or) my wife that 
the young man, who workeJ for a mujor Japanese 
tex tile finn, wa!' sirnpl~ t:\lndu~linu a littk nn-thc-~pnt 

m:~ rkct rcs{!nrch." 

- K\' 

October 1985 

A DisappoirUing Tract 

THAT the fecundity of some of our legal commen­
tators is in inverse proportion to their originality of 
thought is by now too well-established lo need any 
elaboration. The latest evidence o( this comes in the 
form of a booklet, pompously titled C01witutional 
A spec:ts of Sikh Scpamt ism (Prentice-Hal I o( l nd ia, 
Rs. 5) by Dr. Durga Das Basu. It purports to be an 
extract from a subst<~n t iat vol ume on Comparative 
Federalism heing brought out by the author. 

The booklet, we are told by Basu, is "not the work 
of a politician but of an academician who has beeh 
studying the Indian Constitutjon from when it was in 
embryo . . . spurning power politics which merely 
clouds the Truth and generates hatred." The blurb, 
for good measure, reminds us that Basu has had the 
honour of being ranked with ocBlackstone, Coke and 
Chancellor Kent" (Well, well, ... ) . 

What awaits the reader, of course, is something 
altogether different. Page after boring page, Basu 
dishes out hackneyed quotations from the notorious 
White Paper through which the Government unsuc­
cessfu lly sought to put a veneer of legitimacy on its 
acts of omission and commjssion vis-a-vis the Punjab. 
His 'analysis' of the P unjab problem is as flawed as 
his comments on Sant Longowal are unchari table, 
especially when viewed in the perspective of the Saot's 
recent contribution to peace in that troubled State. 

-KSV 

Dr. Mohan Sinh Mehta 

Liberals wi ll deeply mourn the sad demise of 
Dr. Mohan Sinh Mehta recently in Udaipur. 

A gentleman to his finger tips and a true 
liberal, Dr. Mehta served as a Minister in the 
erstwhile Udaipur State, later as our High Com­
missioner in Pakistan and Ambassador in West 
Europe. His tenure as Vice-Chancellor of Rajas­
than University, Jaipur, is remembered to this 
day. He guve away all his property and money 
to the Se.va Mandir, n Public Trust to serve 1hr 
cause of the pn0r rural fl>lk :111d tribal<;. 

rreedolll Fir!it pays its respectful trihures In 

,a twhlc.: und good :.•1ul who did sn much rnr 
the poor <llld d~e nniPrtlHHtll.:. 



ESSAY 

The Indian National Congress : Its 
Mission And Failures 

S. P. Aiyar 

THE INAUGURA TlON of the centenary celebrations 
of the Indian National Congress on 6th May 1985 
roused little enthusiasm in the country and it did not 
evoke any idealism. 1t was just one more event mark­
ing the beginning of a familar tale full of sound and 
ft1ry signifying nothing. Even so, it is for the student 
of Indian history as well as for the political analyst 
of contemporary trends, an event which provides an 
opportunity to reflect upon the significance of some 
of the trends of underlying forces of the past century 
of political development. 

1 he India of 1885 
This is too long a period for any generalization 

and we must not jgnore the fact that with the excep­
tion o( the continuity in the name of Indian National 
Congress, the organization has been marked by seve­
ral discontinuities, internal schlsms, factiooalism, and 
the compulsions of power which have from time to 
time determined its dynamics and its growth. Several 
leading figures in India's national movement left the 
impress of their personalities on the organization from 
time to time. It has been from its very inception 
cosmopolitan in its outlook and diversified in its com­
positjon. Though not representative of the masses in 
the strict sense, it articulated the aspirations of the 
educated classes who very sooo constituted an impor­
tant group spearheading the political movement. Lead­
en; of the- Congress at that time came to regard 
themselves as ~pokesmen of the country's economic 
and political problems and thus established a link 
between the foreign government and the poverty­
stricken unlettered masses of India. 

The India of 1885 was not characterised by any 
profound sense of patriotism although there was 
among the educated sections of the people a certain 
pride in India's past achievements. This had not re­
sulted in creating a sense of unity across the length 
and breadth of the continent. Allan Octavian Hume 
,, ho is generally credited with the formation of the 
Congress had sent out n CHustic letter ill 1883 to the 
g. ruduatcs or the C'alculla Universit y in the t'(\ll fSC or 
which ht: sa1d: 

··As 1 said bt:fon.:. you ate the salt of the land. 

A nd if amon~.tst vou, the elite, fi fty men can rw\ 
he fl)ll lld wi ~1 ~uflkient powrr \If <;clf--;at:rifkc 

sufficient love and pride in their country, suffi­
cient genuine and unselfish heartfelt patriotism to 
take the initiative, and if needs be1 devote the 
rest of their lives to the cause, tben there is no 
hope for India. Her sons must and wiU remain 
mere humble and helpless instruments in the 
hands of foreign rulers, for they who would be 
free themselves must strike the blow". 

Sir John Strachey in his remarkable work, India, its 
administration and progress ( 1888) observed the baf­
fling contrast which characterised the land, its people 
and the total absence of a single political entity which 
we have today come to know as India. In a passage 
which is often quoted Strachey wrote: "This is the 
first and most essential thing, to learn about India that 
there is not, and never was an India, or ' even any 
countcy of India, possessing, accocding to European 
ideas, any sort of unity, pllysica1, political,' social or 
religious; no fodian nation, no 'people of India' of 
which we hear so much'', 

In the century that has elapsed since Strachey wrote 
the above lines there bas been a remarkable transfor­
mation in the unH1cation of the c.eunt.ry th~ough the 
rapid changes in the physical means of co}:n.mun.ica­
tions and in expansion of the maps media. !fhe crea­
tion of a political entity, despit~ the fact :that it is 
only a fragment of the territory in Stracbey:s time, is 
the remarkable achievement of the past century. But 
political identity has not been infused by any deep 
sense of nationalism. India is still , to use the title of 
SurendrauatJ1 Banerjea's autobiography A Nation l11 
rhe Making. 

A Nation in the Making 

The Congress which has articulated the hopes and 
aspirations of sections of people throughout the na­
tional struggle has not heen quit~ suvcessful in forg­
ing national unity. The purpose of this article is to 
inquire intn some of the reasons whkh have been rc­
spnnsihle for thi '\ fa ilur~ nf the Congress. 

·1 h(: -;m~all elite group of cduc;.tlcd urban io tcllecl uals, 
Lord Dufferin's "microscopic minority". which spcar­
hcudcd the Congress markeJ the beginning of a llli.>Ve ­

mcnt which wns tll shnpc the politica l development of 
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Lndia. LL spoke primarily [or lho~e interests like th~ 
lndianisation of services, but i1 soon came to express 
the economic problems of the people. The unity 
which charncterised it did not last long, for there soon 
developed sharp differences o( opinion on the str<tle­
gies of political action between the moderates and the 
extremists. These dilferences of opinion would have 
proved disastrous to the Congress but the national 
movement which reached the peak during World War 
1 soon became broad based under the leadership of 
Gandhi after 1920. The Congress no longer repre­
sented rhe classes alone but also large sections of the 
people. The Congress in effect became a mass move­
ment. T11is development had more than one unfor­
tunate consequence, At the beginning ot the century 
the moderates of whom Gokhale was perhaps the 
best representative had visualised discipline and train­
ing for those who worked for the national cause. The 
mas\ eloquent expression of this ideal was in the pre­
amble to \he aims and objectives o[ the Servants of 
Jndia Society: 

"Love of country must so fill the heart that aU 
else shall appear as ol tittle moment by its side. 
A ferven t p:llriotism which rejoices at c;very op­
portunity of sacrifice for the motherland, a daunt­
less heart wltich refuses to be turned bat:k from 
its object by difficulty or danger, a deep faith 
in the purpose of Provillcnce which nothing can 
shake-equipped with these, the worker must 
start on his mission and reverently seek the joy 
which comes from spending oneself in the service 
o( one's country." 

When the Congress mobilised the masses it was easy 
to swell its ranks with untrained volunteers. 

From Mas i'\'lovcmcnt to Political Party 

The Congress soon developed ao attitude o[ into­
lerance towards all who worked outside the organisa­
tion. The leadership of the Congress assumed that 
they alone had the right to speak in the national 
cause--all others were either communal or henchmen 
of the Raj. This trend was most noticeably expressed 
by Gandhi himself in the Second Round Table Con­
ference. He made it clear that the CongTess was lbe 
only party which was popularly representative, for 
other delegates were nominated by the government. ln 
a sense his position implied th<tl he rcpresentcJ the 
Congrl'S tmd therefore the people of India. Reginald 
Couplnnd wrote "thi~ wa the first statement, u~ a 
pu bli~: offit:~tll occasion, of th~; un~ pany do~tnne 
which was presently to prove the ma111 obstacle to an 
fntlian seulcment ur th~ con-<tilulional problem•·. The 
intolerant lenders o( the C'llngress found expression in 
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unexpected ways. l n an interesting essay, "Can a 
politician also be a gentlemnn?'', the liberal statesman 
V. S. Srinivasa Sastri mentions !Jow a Congress volun­
teer met him after one of the public meetings when 
his car had travelled a little distance lo apologise for 
not attending the meeting because there were strict 
instructions to this effect. 

The conversion of a mass movement into a political 
party became a sot.:;ce or weakness in the functioning 
of parliamentary institutions after independence. In 
1962 the All India Congress Committee in a circular 
denounced the opposition parties and went on to say 
"It must be emphasised that those who criticise him 
(Nehru ) are traitors". The Indit1n Express in its edi­
torial of December 3, 1962 said ''The Congress might 
be the Party in power bul it cannot arrogate to itself 
nuthorily which belongs to only the Government, 
Much less can it equate itself with the country und 
hold its leader immune from public criticism .. .. the 
identification of a leader with the nation can only lead 
to dictatorship". Needless to say this trend bas con­
tinued till the present day re.ndering the future of par­
liamentary institutions precarious in the extreme. 

The Dissipation of an Elan 

Tbe spirit of Indian nationalism was raised to new 
heights of intensity during World War IT sp~cially d~r­
ing the Quit India Movement. This enthusiasm wh1c~1 
preceded the granting of India's independence ccntL­
'nued in the first decade of the free nation despite 
shortages in the economy and frequent droughts in the 
countryside. At the time of the First Five Year Plan 
people were willing to make sacri~ces for a. b<~tter 
futu re. The quality of the leadership at that ume, H 

stable government and the working o( the Indian 
Parliament all contributed to a sense of pride. All 
these lasted till the beginning of the 1960s. Political 
developments after Nehru's death in 1 96~ w~re. mar~­
ed by one crisis after another. Authontanamsm m 
government and seething discontent arising from the 
failure of the government to solve economic proble~1s 
led to widespread frustration. Mrs. Gandhi"s populist 
slogan of ''Garibi Hatao" was the expression of an 
awareness of the agrarian discontent. 

The massive -;upport \\lhich Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
-;ccured in the 197 1 mid-term parliamentary elections 
yielded rapidly to a. form o( ~lebiscitaria_n ~ict~tor,­
~hip whkh CllCI'V<IleU the parltlltnCntary UlSlllllliOilS. 

Morality In publit; life was fast vanishing. and dcmtl·­
cratic conventions werl! ohscrved more in ~he breach. 
So heavily has this period of our recent h1story been 
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documented th<H it is needless to elaborate it here. 
The dan o[ the national movement had completely 
dried up. As one reflects on this strand in cbe hjstory 
of the Indian National Congress one cannot hut come 
to the conclusion that it must share the main responsi­
bil ity for this state of afTairs. 

Fuddled Ideology 

The Congress which continuously evolved its poli­
tical strategtes ln accordance with the exigencies or 
the time never succeeded i11 formulating its economic 
goals in precise terms or in deciding how those goals 
would be realised. After 1920, vague notions of 
socialism spread through public life in India. Often, 
it was no more than the desire to have an egalitarian 
sociely. Every brand of socialism from the Utopian 
to the Marxian had its faithful followers among Con­
gressmen. But th~ acceptance of socialism had its 
origin in a resolution of the Karachi session of the 
Congress in 1931. 

After independence, those responsible for planning 
were attracted to the different forms of socialism as 
known in the West. However, the word did not figure 
very prominently in the First Five Year Plan. In 1 ~55, 
at the A vadi Session the Congress adopting a resolu­
tion used the term .. Socialistic Pattern of Society'' . 
Evidently the term was used to differentiate it from 
'socialist'. Businessmen in India were naturally 
perturbed by what was decided at A vadi, but Nehru 
lost no time in allaying their fears. During the debate 
he said: "If the. State cannot do something why 
shouldn't private enterprise start it? The main thing is 
to increase wealth in the country". Indian planning 
rested on the idea of a mixed economy and postulated 
that private enterprise should have considetable free­
dom to develop but that il should do so in a manner 
consistent with the objectives ln the country's national 
plans. 

The va2ueness in socialistic pronouncements by 
Nehru and~ by Congress leaders bedeviled Indian plan­
ning. Used in a variety of senses the word socialism 
was drained of all meaning. As one critic later wrote: 
"Anyone who looked clea rly at the pronouncement-; 
on l>ocial ism in l 11di:1 - illcl udi1 1g those of Panclitji­
ca nnot fail to be impressed hy a certa in sense of un­

reality and vagueness. of ambiv:~ lence tha t surwund<. 

them, not this; not thnt; not rigid; not doctrinaire: not 

CD!ltiscation; not nut ionalbation; no vil)len t overthrow 
<1f the prupcnicd classes; nut M~trxian, not Russian; 
tla: de~t: riptinn proceeds in .:;nnnrotiS negati\ cs, o:;ome-
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what in the style o[ our ancient scriptures where the 
ONE is sought to be interpreted by emphasising what 
lT is not, rather than emphasising what IT is.'' ( quot­
ed by Amiya Rao and B. G. Rao, Six Thousand Day.i, 
New Delhi, 1.974, p . 19). 

The reluctance to define socialism in the context of 
economic de-Velopment was part of the logistics of 
what David Apter called the "Reconciliation System··, 
with its emphasis on pluralism, adjustment and com­
promise, development through government and private 
enterprise, a mild dose of socialism apd a general 
ideological diffuseness. This ecJecticism in Indian 
planning was not only the result of the need to recon­
cile different interests within the country and its own 
organisation but also the product of a belief that India 
was capable of proving to be the path-finder in a 
troubled world, showing the possibility of reconciling 
the dominant ideological conflicts of the age. In short, 
this was the economic counterpart of non-alignment 
in international politics. 

Since Nehru was also the Chairman of the Planning 
Commission it is more than probable that his influence 
on Indian planning was considerable. In his time the 
Planning Commission had become more ihan an advi­
sory body which Jed many critics to describe it as a 
''super cabinet" . 

Confusion Most Confounded 

The vagueness in the economic ideology of the Con­
gress bad an unfortunate effect on plan implementa­
tion. The argument frequently heard, that the Indian 
government was good at planning but weak ln its im­
plementation, is only a hal[ trurh . Part of the failure 
of Indian planning was due to the failure to formulate 
the gaols in precise terms. The most Jlagrant illustra­
tion of this was to be found in the colossal failure of 
community development. S. K. Dey who was appoint­
ed administrator for Community Development was 
professionally a salesman and knew little or nothing 
about what community development administration re­
quired. Flamboyant by temperament he was given to 
unrestrained verbosity. He employed every kind of 
gimmick to get Nehru around to his point of view, and 
soon he got himscl[ well entrenched in Nehru's confi­
dence. With soch a man :u the helm il is hardly s1rr­
prising that the entire programme got bogged down 
wi th sentimental :tnd mind le~s clicJw~ likes ' felt nccdr,' 

'people's par•tit:ipation' ond the l ike. r-icld workers 
were quick in parroting worJ s and phra~e.~ which they 
uid not LlnJcrst::tnd. Cnrnpou11Jcd with American 
jargon the reo;ult w:t' wnfu1>ion mn~t confounded 
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(see Amiya Rao and B. G. Rao-Si.r Thousand Day~. 
pp. 64). Consider the following dialogue between 
S. K. Dey and a village level worker; 

Dey : How long have you been here? 
V.L.W.: Four months. Sir. 
Dey : What have you been doing? 
V.L.W.: Collecting data. 
Dey: About what? 
V.L. W.: Felr needs, Sir. 
Dey: What do you mean by felt needs? 
V.L.W.: Mass Approach Method, Sir. 
Dey: Mass Approach Method! 
Y.L. W.: Yes, psychological approach, Sir. 

Fuddled ideology was reinforced by unrealistic as­
sumptions in planning. Prof. Hanson bad observed that 
the success of Indian planning depended on realising 
the unrealisable. As he puls it the assumptions were: 

"!/ people work harder. if they are Jess selfish, and 
if they make the plan theirs, if the administration i~ 

less corrupt and more efficient. if the peasants make 
full use of the irrigation waters, if the Community 
Projects create the desired response, i/ the business 
community becomes public spirited, if the trade unions 
behave themselves, if the prejudices and antagonisms 
associated with region, community, and caste arc 
significantly diminished, if there is more whole-heart­
ed co-operation between the states and the 
centre ...... " 

Giovani Sartori has argued that a mixed economy 
bas the inherent tendency to increase the power of the 
State. The public sector in India greatly expanded 
sjnce independence but its working and perfonnance 
has constituted for the most part a tale of inefficiency 
and waste. The Indian public sector was devoid of 
any public spirit. The mixed economy of the 1950s 
ran into difficulty in the inhospitable climate of radi­
calism which marked the ascendancy of Mrs. Indira 

(Continued on next page) 

What Congress? Which Congress? 
Minoo Masani 

Television and the press are full of lhe cente­
nary celebration.S of the Congress. What Con­
gress? Which Congress? 

Let me explain these questions. In 1932 I was 
detained for underground Congress activities in 
Bombay. In 1933 I was sentenced to a year's 
rigorous imprisonment for functioning as Presi­
dent of the then illegal Bombay Provincial Con­
gress Committee. For several years in Lhe thir­
ties, I was a member of the All India Congress 
Committee and the Bombay Provincial Congress 
Committee. I participated in the Quit India 
campaign and courted arrest during Gaodhiji's 
fast in February 1943. In 1945 I was elected as 
Congress candidate from Bombay to the Tndian 
Legislative Assembly. I was a Congress member 
of the Constituent Assembly of India and the 
Provisional Parliament till 1952. That is the 
Congress I know. 

So far as ram t:oncerncd. the Indian Nationo l 
Congress died when Tndia achiuved indepen­
dence. So T yuietly dropped out of the Con­
gress in 1952 ~nd returned to P:u·liament 111 

1957 as an r ndependent. Mahatma Gantlhi hud 
~uggested rhat the Tndian Nalit)nal ('ongre!'s 

should be wound up on achieving Tndependence 
and its members should divide themselves into 
two political parties, one in power and the othet 
in opposition. Not only was this advice ignored, 
but the Congress politicians decided to cash in 
on the fruits of Independence by converting 
themselves Into the ruling party for generations 
to come. 

The Congress was thus hijacked. What is now 
being celebrated is for the benefit of the Cort­
gress ( T) Pa rty and for its glorification. Jt has 
nothing in common with the Indian National 
Congress to which I belonged for some twenty 
years. 

Mr. Nijalingappa, rormer Congress President, 
had this to say: "The late Prime Mjnister Mrs. 
Tndira Gandhi, by dividing the Tndian National 
Congress in 1969, had defamed, degraded and 
destroyed the original Congress and there W:.l'> 

n\, TN"C as it existed before. r refuse to rccog 
nisc the func:tion (held in Delhi on 6th May) 
or the people who are planning to organise it. 
Nnw there are nc; 1nany Congrec;ses ao; hrllf lh~ 

ll'ller-. in the alphabet ." 
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(Continued [rom previous page) 

Gandhi to power iJl the 1970s. Congress politicians 
frequently talked as though the public sector alone 
counted and the private sector was at the mercy of the 
State. Jn reality all this radicalism was only skin­
deep and bltsinessmen knew it. Dig business h011ses 
expanded despite Lhe Monopolies Commission. But 
the wo~:st aspect of the situation was the multiplicity 
of govemment rules relating to permits, licenses and 
quotas in the context of all round chronic scarcities. 
It led inevitably to corruption and spiralting inflation. 

The Congress under Rajiv Gandhi has spoken of 
administrative reform, control of corruption and hold­
ing of tJ1e price level. He has again reiterated the 
Government's policy of socialism. The old wine has 
been poured into new bottles. When one surveys the 
economic performance of the Congress from Nehru to 
the present day one fact emerges clearly.. India's re­
Yolution of rising expectations has yielded place to the 
revolution of rising frustration. To such an impasse 

bas the country come io the year of the centenary of 
the Indian National Congress. 

The Twilight of Federalism 

John Stracl1ey whom we have quoted in the begin­
ning of this article had drawn attention to the cultural 
and linguistic cliversity of India. The political history 
of India since his time holds out one supreme lesson 
viz, the futility of trying to rule the country from a 
single centre. The British never tried it and the 
framers of our Constitution rightly settled for a fede­
ral system with substantial powers. for the central 
government. Unfortunately, in the working of fede­
ralism the States were reduced to a subordinate posi­
tion not intended by the framers of our Constitution. 
Centralised planning combined with a near one-party 
rule symbolised in the office of one person completely 
destroyed the partnership between the Centre and the 
Stales. Although Mrs. Gandhi professed faith in fede­
ralism, her political decisions had the effect of erod­
ing state autonomy. The orgy of defections often re­
duced representative government to a farce. Govern­
ments were toppled and chief ministers dislodged. 
Mrs. Gandhi appointed her own nominees even though 
they lacked a local hase. The spectacle 0f Chief 
Mini~ters air-dashing to- Delhi to ~onsult her 011 the 
format)on of their Cabinets would have bad the quality 
of a lnw comedy hut for its unfortunate implications. 
According to one source there was t\ ca.~e of t1nc 
Chief Minister who made hundred runs to the capital 
withi n the spell of a year and a half. Era Sezhiyan, 
Mcmher of P<l r11ament. commented "He might have 
he-en dlnh'n to be the opening batsman of n cricket 
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team, not as :1 Chief Minister to shoulder the responsi­
bility of administering a State!" Writing in The New 
Y ork Times magazine, August 10, 197 5, Claire Sterl­
ing noted that of the 666 days Siddharth Shankar Ray 
was Chief Minister of West .Bengal, he had spent 306 
days in the capital, mostly in Mrs. Gandhi's waiting 
room. Mrs. Gandhi's unconcern for State autonomy 
encouraged a type of Oriental sycophancy unknown 
earlier and factionalism had become endemic (When 
tl1e Wind Blows, S. P . Aiyar and S. V. Raju 1978, 
p. 39) . The division of powers was so interpreted so 
as to place the States in a helpless condition. To cite 
but one example the interpretation of the Industries 
(Regulation and Control ) Act, 1951 came to be so 
used that a majority of the industries in tbe State Jist 
came under Central control. This has rightly been 
described as a fraud on the Constitution. The same 
tendency has been noticeable in the other areas note­
ably higher education, The most unfortunate conse­
quence of centralisation has been that the States have 
gradually nbandoned their responsibiHty for develop­
ment in vital areas of nation-building. The massive 
$upport which the Congress received in the general 
elections of 1984 only reinforced the trend of centra­
lisation of the earlier period. Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi's pronouncements from time to time clearly 
show that be is no ardent supporter of State aut.onomy. 
If any thing, the Central Government in his thinking 
has a paramount position in the poHtica] system. 

The record of Indian federalism during the past 
three decades clearly indicates that in the culturally 
diversified society with its vast variations, linguistic, 
cultural and geographical with each area having its 
own local history and tradition, it is futile to seek hope 
that a strong Centre can hammer out those differences 
and create national uniformities in the pursuit of a 
mistaken national identity. As in the United States, 
tl1e problem of central leadership is to create unity in 
diversity. To create a more lasting union., the Central 
Government has to derive its strength from the re­
sources available in the States. It is in the States thnt 
most of the economic development J1as to tnke place 
although with Central assistance. Wisely did the fram­
ers of the Constitution alloca te the major nation-build­
ing activities to tl1e State List. As Paul Appleby 
nul<!d. in 110 ulh~·r f~.:dcral :.ystcm wu:. t11c Central Gov­
ernment so dependenl on the States as in India. From 
the federal point of view it· has heen unfortunate that 
the intention!' of the frnmers of the Con!'titution have 
been substantially disregarded because of the concen­
tration nf political ~ntl ceunomic power in the Union 
fiovernmeut. Karl Loewenstein observed that ec(l­
l)nrnic rlanning i~ th~ D. D.T. of federalism. that it 
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:.Juw:) corrodes imo Sirtle autonomy. .But this is pre­
cisely what bas happened. 

Plethora at the Centre and apoplexy in the. States is 
disastrous to the spirit of federalism. With the near 
one-party dominance the polity is perpetually poised 
on the brink of transforming itself into a quasi-federal 
system. 1t is the responsibility of Congress leaders at 
the Centre to ensure that the country's future is not 
jeopardiscd in the pursuit of immediate political expe­
diency. 

The completion o[ a century has cast upon the In­
dian National Congress not only a status but also a 
responsibility for the future. It can derive its strength 
(rom the rich legacy of the past, from the ideals of its 
leaders and the dedication of those who died in the 
freedom struggle. 

The history o£ tbe Congress for the last hundred 
years tells us only half the story. For the organisa­
tion whkh was set up in 1885 cannot be understood 
without the achievements of the century which pre­
ceded it. One may recall that in 1784 almost a cen­
tury prior to the Congress, Sir William Jones bad 
established the Asiatic Society of Bengal and five years 
later he published the first English translation of Kali­
dasa's masterprice Sakwuala. In 1797 H. T. Cole­
brooke, one of the greatest of the Orientatists, began 

~· 
his epoch-making studies on Hindu Jaw, philosophy, 

grammar, astronomy and religion. This work which 
was to create a new sense of pride among the educated 
classes in the 19th century reached its culmination in 
1875 when Max Muller completed his monumental 
work on the Rig Veda. 

This was the intellectual background for the Bengal 
renaissance and other intellectual and reformist move­
ments in Western India and other parts of the country. 
Jndia was discovering her Jost soul and establishing her 
cullUral identity. In the century and a hal( which 
preceded the independence of India, the country had 
produced remarkable men and women in every sphere 
of activity-men and women cast in a heroic mould . 
Today when we Jook back at the history of tbe Con­
gress one is compelled to contrast that period with 
the present. History does not repeat itself. The 
national movement required heroes and the country 
produced them. The task of nation-building requiies 
on the other hand a more diversified leadership in 
every field of human activity. Leaders have to grow; 
they can't be made. Only in a genuine federal sys­
tem with less stress on Statism can we have a climate 
in which such leadersl1ip would become possible. 

DT. s. P . Aiyar is Head of Lhe Department 
of Civics and Politics, Bombay University ... ~ ...... ..,....,..,.,.. .............. _ ................ 

The Sole of Indian Politics 
Whal's jn a sole? Much leather and missile 

power. And what is it doing in parliament'! 
Many a thing and to go by precedents the sole, 
not on the foot but in hand, definitely becomes 
the most impressive wny o( expressing an opi­
nion. 

1f Congress sessions before independence 
were pointers of what was to come later the 
SurJt session of J 907 established the 'sole' rigbt. 
When Rash Behari Ghosh stood up to speak n 
smooth sailing Mahratta shoe cut through the air 
and split the Congress officially into the Nation­
alists and the Moderates. It was the Nation­
alists' shoe which had been flung. The session 
went down in history as the session or the 'sole• 
split. 

Times have changed and with changing times 
soles have changed. To<.l~ty there are a variety 
of soles that frequent parliament floors. From 
the Mahratla shoe to the chappal, the high­
heC'Ied l (l the nat, the l3atn In the Kari gar. l l all 
goes wi1l1 the mien. 

4 

Playing: the game l1( fnllow 1 ht! leader, one o( 
those games we never grow out of, even visi tors 
But there is many a o;lip between the throw and 

in parliame.nt have taken to flinging their soles. 
the reach. And what do you do when they aie 
proudly beld up as exhibits? It misses the point 
aoes it not? 

It is all a question of progress. From snoring 
to walk-outs to slipper throwing. And one ot 
self expression. Then for the practical minded 
there are advantages. No one can. deny that 
anistry is jnvolved. Jt's a shorter javelin in a 
way. Sole thiOwing is more sophisticated, more 
intelligent. You are not involved in it after it 
has taken off unlike fisticuffs or a scuffle. The 
Jatter can cause bodily harm you know. To you, 
which is why it is to be avoided . And if timed 
correctly it does not boomerang on you. They 
would only be able to trace a general direction. 
You don't have to bear any responsibility unless 
in the frisking of your person on the way in, 
there is also one appointed to direct a glance at 
your feet on the way out. 

Not surprisingly n sole well th rown l1as come 
to mean a batt le en~ily won. No wonder it is 
lil ken recourse to so often these d:Jys. 

- Vadmini Menon 
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December 1885- Memories of the First 
Congress Convention 

I was elected representative for Coimbatore, 
for the firsr Congress Convention to be held in 
Bombay city on the 27th, 28th~ 29th, and 30th 
December 1885. On the evening of tbe 24th, a 
batch of twenty-one left Mndras including Ran­
gaiyah Naidu, the Hon. Subramania Jyer, 
Dewan Bahadur Raghunatha Rao, Rao Bahadur 
Anantha Charlu and -rhe others. Till Raichur we 
travelled third cluss each paying Rs. 5; we found 
it extremely uncomfortable and changed over to 
the second class, this costing each of us Rs. 
26.14. Thanks to the arrangements of Dewan 
Babndurs Raghunatha Rao and Sabapathi Mudi­
liar excellent lunch and other eatables in 
plenty were provided to us on the way. On 
Sunday, December 26, we reached Bombay at 
12 noon. A distinguished group including the 
Hon. A. 0. Hume received us with honour and 
reached us to the palace of Goculdas Tejpa1 and 
arranged for our lunch and other conveniences. 

Goculas Tejpal is an open-hearted, bountiful 
aristocrat endured with unbelievable wealth. 
After distributing his largesse to friends and 
relatives, the remaining Rs. 17,59,188-8-10 paise 
was invested by him in charities and noble 
causes. The palace was built from the remains 
of the Fund. Tbe palace is a dream structure 
of magnificent proportions. In front of the pal~ce 
is a huge lake reminding me o[ the legendary 
Manasa Pampa. 

In the central hall itself the walls sparkle as 
though made of marble and many chairs are 
arranged against tbem1 so numerous that a thou­
sand men could be seated comfortably. Besides 
these are several sofas of brilliant colours as 
weU as tables; the marble floors have beautiful 
carpets, and these must bave been fabulously 
expensive indeed. The ceiling has seve(al chan­
deliars of an elaborate nature: and these trans­
form the nights into a heavenly place and we 
are taken care as though we were in heaven 
itself. The roums that \\ ere allotted us for 
lodging could not have been more roomy and 
comfortahlc. Beds, the shct.:LS. the tables, writing 
materials, gee-gaws, mtrrors all Wl'rC ::.poth.:s::.l~ 
clean and sparkling. 

Whether nne want~:d :1 hair-l' lll or a ~lt :t\c ~ ~r a 

drive out in a coach, there were arrangements 
ready. And those wbo personally looked after 
us were Lhe very elite of the city-among them 
being Dadabbai Naoroji, K. T. Telang, Fheroze­
shah Mehta and many others. Central to all iof 
them is elderly Dadabhai Naoroji, who. is ag~d. 
Eloquent in English, be toils day and night ,for 
the amelioration of the poverty of tbe pebple·:of 
lndia. At considerable expense to himself, he 
has gone six times to England to put forw~d 
the case for India. Another eminent gentlen1ao 
is Pherozeshah Mehta who though the President 
of the Bombay Municipal Corporation is with­
out a trace of pride or ostentation. Eloquent ... 'itl 
speech, he is heard with great respect. Anof~er 
is Telang wbo beside being young and h.andsome 
is a scholar and his sweet orations will put .to 
shame any S\~inging bird! He has a bright futt¥e 
ahead of him. There are others equally emi­
nent like Malabari, Ranade, Bhandarkar etc .. : . 

The wealth of the city enjoins the citizens with 
a spirit of independence and both these acco~t 
for the excellence in many things. Their sturdy 
spirit of independence compels the European 
masters to respect them too. As an example I 
may cite the instance of the high tea to wbi~h 
the principal of the Elphinstone College treatpd 
us to (on the evening of the 28th Decembet). 
The hosts treated tls most warmly and cordially, 
exhibited no distinction of race or colour a*d 
offer:ed us fruit for repast. Besides, seve(al 
Parsi and other charming ladles of Bombay wcire 
present and talked in fluent English on matters 
of state. We returned at midnight. ~ 

That _the governing class treats tbe Swad1is 
with respect iS evidenced oy this. But thi~ in tll}'n 
surely arises out of U1eir wealth and- the sturiiy 
spirit of' independence that the citizens ~xercise. 
Such a spirit is the outcom ~ of commer~, 

industry ·and a spirit of entrepreneurship. I hope 
that the citizens of the Madras Presidency tpo 
will emulate their Bombay brothers and develpp 
their admirable qu«litics. 

(adapted ami translated by R. S.) 
1\t~/ollidlti. Lllt ntb;ttore J 88fl, 
n;prm.ltu..: ~.:d ill Komari Mular. 

Sepk'tllba 111o7. l 
............... ~..-... ......... 



New f'"f' Electronic Typewriter 
A new chapter in corporate communications. 

The new Godrq Elecuonlc T~Titei 
Is :an ad~ mxhine that bestol\'S a 
distinguished nt:'W look to all )'OUr 
letters :~nd documentS. It spotlessly 
eruses errors Offers :1 choice of 
actt:ICtlvc l)l>O Posiuocu text Self.cypes 
'origin~ls·. Underltnes. t:tbubll-s, 
sp:ICCS -:11 the press of :1 buuon. And 
generally rcfil'ttS }'OUr tnJn:tgt'l11ent Sl} le. 
Typing artbtry 
ntc (,odccj t::'l 's Orr:.y of lllUd1 key 
ell!\.tromt lwturc) ~\ llil.lralll.tU~~lly 
lmrrol'c your ~cc:rct~lfy'S pnl\1rnl~nce . 

Hclghtened efficiency 
By speeding C)l>ing operations and 
uking 01-er repethl\'e wk.s, the 
Godref ET "111fi.:e )our pe!WMd for 
other producti\'c \voclt 
Dcpcmbble Godrtj ~cn·icc 

Erery cnl(htne conflnn~ Goi.Jrcj's long· 
~lisht'd rl'[)Ul:ltion form;J~~u(:llturing 
e;(ccllcncc. Backed by :10 efficu:nc ~nd 
extenswe scrvtlc nccworb.. 
1'he Goorcj F.lct'tmllic 'lvpt:l' tttcr 
:'\o moocrn ofikc should be 111chouc ••II C. 

Prices all - Indus we for Bombay City; 
Model l Rs. 19,996 
Moc.lcl II Rs. 26,594 
r.ttxJeiiU Jls. 31,998 
P'f' 
l\o. J proves it again 
for more lnfonnation. "Tile to: 
Gudn:l tt. Oll)'Cc Mfg. Co. Pn Ltd., 
Pill)j)hJ :'\.Jl!Jr, V1khroU, 
Uum1J.1y 100 079. 

• o\r.J h OOI>l l~c:r ,,rltll! In ht•r (liiii\IJt 

L-----------------------------------------------------------------------~a~ac~un~. ru~~~o~~~~~~~~ 
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Operation Flood 
Minoo Masani 

1 had been following with some disquiet the criti­
cism of "Operation Flood" and the pan played in that 
context by Dr. V. Kurien which had been appearing 
in a section of the press during the past year. I am 
glad therefore to see the • Report of the Evaluation 
Committee on Operation Flood-H" which has been 
released by the Ministry o( Agricullure of the Union 
Government. The Evaluation Committee had a presti­
gious membership led by no less a person than Mr. 
L. K. Jhn as Chairman. 

In the course of their report the Committee made 
several observations which discount the criticisms that 
had been made. Says the Report: "By any standard, 
Operation Flood had been a successful programme. 
implemented with competence and dedication, for 
which the credit should go lo the National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB) and Indian Dairy 
Cprporation {IDC). . . . The effort has not been 
free from difficulties. The successful implementation 
of Operation Flood depended nol only on the efforts 
of the NDDB and IDC, but also the agreement and 
support of the State Governments concerned as weU 
as the response of those engaged in the production and 
marketing of milk. The time taken in reaching agree­
ments with the State Governments as well as in 
organising the cooperatives differed from State to 
State and district to district, so that the pace of imple­
mentation was not uniform but frequently lagged 
behind the ambitious targets originally adopted." 

The report lists the significant achievements of the 
Operation Flood Project. 

( 1) ''The main areas of operation of the pro­
gramme are those which arc known to be 
milksheds from where milk has been tradi­
tionally flowing into urban areas, mostly 
through middlemen and traders. What 
Operation Flood does for th .. producerr •s 
to assist them to organise themselves into 
producer's cooperatives and get the best 
possible price for t hci r milk. particularly 
during the flush season. The profits which 
the middlemen etc. used to get now nccruc 
to the producers themselves. 

( ii) The producers now earn more income from 
the sales they make: as <I re ult. they have 
now more options to meet their family 
wants than they had earlier. 

(i ii ) The beneficiaries include a large number o( 
small and marginal fa rmers, landless labou­
rers, members of the Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes and more particularly their 
women folk who had no other gainful occu­
pation. 

(iv) Operation Flood, together with other related 
rural development programmes, bas tbus n 
vast potential for tackling the problems o[ 
1 ural poverty. 

(v) Stabilisation of producer prices, which had 
varied (rom 40 to SO per cent between lean 
and flush seasons, ensuring that producers 
receive 80 to 90 per cent of tbe lean season 
price during the flush season. 

(vi) In all tbe towns concerned, there has been 
a steady increase in the availability of milk 
free from adulteration and at fixed prices. 
The most remarkable improvement bas been 
in the metropolitan cities or Delhi, Bombay, 
Calcu.tta and Madras, where at one time the 
supplies were limited and bad to be issued 
against ration cards. The total liquid milk 
processing capacity of the metropolitan dai­
ries in Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras 
rose to 35 llpd and their throughout ave­
rage nearly 28 llpd in 1983-84 as compared 
to 9 llpd in 1970-71." 

The following observations are made regarding the 
performance of the National Dairy Development 
Board and the Indian Dairy Corporation: 

1 • "During the course of the enquiry, while a 
number of people seemed very critical of the 
entire operation, the bulk of the evidence to 
which we have referred earlier left tiS in no 
doubt tbat, overall, the NDDB and IDC have 
discharged their responsibilities with care and 
competence. Their task was by uo me:10s 
smooth . While a heallhy cooperative tradition 
existed in some Srates, in others it was conspi­
cuously abs('nt and ofl C' ll there was opposition; 
in many Slates support from officials was not 
available in lhe requisi te me:.sure. The sw rl 
of the programme often got delayed due to 
the time taken in the formation of the co­
operative agencies which were to implement 
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the programme as well as finalising agree­
ments between the IDC and Stare Govern­
ments. [n consequence, there have been sl ip­
pages. Some other weaknesses have also been 
in evidence to which we have drawn artention 
in the earlier chapters, suggesting appropriate 
remedial measures where necessary. 

2 . "As consultant, the NDDB has provided tech­
nical expertise of a high order in establishing 
milk collection centres, providing testing faci­
lities, making transportation arrangements, 
planning and setting up processing facilities 
and advising on the milk marketing infrastruc­
ture. The IDC and NDDB, between them, 
have some 800 professions in diverse discip­
lines, of high quality and motivation. They 
have not only been able to set up, but also 
manage efficiently, dairies in the larger cities; 
for example, the Mother Dairies in several 
cities which have mai ntained milk supply in 
difficult circumstances, while in some cities 
sick dairies have been handed over to them for 
management with successful results. 

3 . "Another area wber:e the two organisations 
have distinguished themselves is in making 
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in novations. Among these are the bulk vend­
ing system, the use of electronic fat testing 
machines, the extensive indigenisation of the 
dairy equipment manufacturing industry, the 
introduction of aseptic tetrapak milk, the pro­
duction of a special variety of foot-and-mouth 
disease vaccine, and the evolution of the 
molasses tick, wbic'Jl holds promise of reduc­
ing the dependence on green fodder and tl1e 
reliance on the availability of land for produc­
ing cattle feed." 

The Committee has come to the conclusion that 
tbere was very little accuracy or substance in the 
more material criticism that bad appeared in the 
press. The Committee has suggested certain improve­
ments and made some recommendations which in their 
opinion would accelerate the implementation of Ope­
ration Flood. 

1 have always been impressed by the excellent work 
done by AMUL in Anand and what it owes to the 
ability and leadership of Dr. Kurien, and I am there­
fore glad that the doubts sought to be created in the 
public mind have been dispelled by the Jha Com­
mittee. 

BE HUMANE TO THE TERMINALLY ILL-DOCTORS' APPEAL 

We are glad to know that Professor Yarde's Bill for 
the protection or physicians and surgeons from cri­
minal and civil liability in cases where they respond 
to their terminally ill patient's wish to withdraw treat­
ment bas been circulated by the Maharasblra Legisla­
tive Council for eliciting public opinion within a year. 
We are glad that the people of Maha rashtra will thus 
have an opportunity to become aware of the issues 
involved and express themselves. 

Having read and examined the Bill, we find it to 
be a modest, permissive measure. First of all, it does 
not legalise active euthanasia. Secondly, it does not 
compel any doctor to do anything. Thirdly, even 
when a patient and a doctor agree, the doctor cannot 
respond to the patient's wish unless a consultant 
unconnected with the patil!nl certifies to the terminal 
nature of the illness. 

We are gratefu l tO Professor Yarde for the measure 
which w~ lind hi he in the interest of the medical pro­
fession. As tlw law srand!\ :n present, not only is u 
doctor who acls in :.1 humane manner at his patient's 
wish liabk to prosecution for a seriou:.. oiTcncc, bul 
he i~ also e.~posed to blackrnnil and per!'ecution of 
variou kinds. If this Bill is enacted. doctor$ will be 

able to do what they could not do till now without 
breaking the law. 

We would like to appeal to all medical men, hos­
pitals and medical institutions to write in support of 
this Bill to the Under Secretary to the Government, 
Maharashtra Legislature Secretariat (E-2) , Council 
Hall, Vidhan Bhavan, Bombay 400 032j and send a 
copy of their communication to tbe Society for the 
Right to Die with Dignity, Maneckjee Wadla Build­
ing, 127 M. G. Road, Bombay 400 023, who, we are 
sure, would pul the replies to good use. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd(- ). 
Dr. P. R. Desai 
Dr. N. H. Ke~wuni 
Dr. F. Soonawnlla 
Dr. M. L. Kothari 
Dr. J . C. N. Joshipura 
Dr. M. K. Katbm 
Or. M. N. Mahcndrakar 
Dr. M. M. Wagk 

Dr. B. N. Colabawalla 
Dr. K. D. Desai 
Dr. R. Sooilawall<t 
Dr. Lopa A. Meh ta 
Dr. M. U. lndurkar 
Dr. (Mrs) A. C. 

Ohanlwga0tlk:1r 
Dr. P. U. Sbnh 
Dr. \'. Talwa!J..ar 
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Remembering the Emergency 
R. Srinivasan 

Tn the life of any nation certain events remain 
extremely important and time and again public 
memory is ren1indcd of these and they are contem­
plated from different angles. Every decade interprets 
and reinterprets such national happenings and draws 
its own appropriate moral lessons. These affirm the 
basic philosophy underlying the polity and the ever 
present oeed to scrutinize and refurnjsh it for chang­
ing times. The French Revolution, the Russian Revo­
lution, the English Revolution, the events leading to 
the Declaration of Independence are some such events. 
Tn our own continent, the May 5th Movement, the 
Long March, 1857, Quit India, the Partition are 
similar events. More recently the declaration of the 
Emergency should be regarded as a minor but equally 
important happening in post-independence India. It 
is quite likely that this will certainly inspire and result 
in a number of interpretations, assessments and evalu­
ation. The ending of the Emergency and the defeat 
of Mrs. Gandhi at the polls have been an unprece­
dented event in the post-independence decades of 
Afro-Asia. 

It is well-known that during the Emergency, the 
well-established newspapers. generally were cornoel­
led to knuckle under though a few fought on vigo­
rously. However, the role of the small Journals and 
the little magazines was heroic. Their battle in the 
period forms a glorious cha9ter in Indian politics and 
doubtless they would be assessed in the nol so distant 
future. 

Silence of the Left 

ft was something of a surprise to learn that recently 
we completed ten years of the post-emergency expe­
rience and it was a chastening experience to recall 
what contemporary journals and weeklies had to say 
on this. Some newspapers did come out with edito­
rials. Tt is saddeningly significant that leftist journals 
us well established as the Economic and Political 
Weekly had no place to mention the event 0r com­
ment on its lessons ., he vete ran journalist Romesh 
Thapar who closed down Sf'minar rather than truckle 
down clio nol comment on this in his weekly letter 
f rom Delhi in this journal. Tl1 ic; is true of Link , Frollt­
/ine and Onlooker. Interestingly. Maio.wwrm which 
ballled a!!ainst the EmerJrencv had M i s~ue 0 01 

June 22 which did not rench the subscrihing librarv 

(the Bombay University Library) and reminders have 
been in vain. It was left mainly to two weeklies the 
Sunday and the lllustrated Weekly to· have special 
issues devoted to the Emergency and for Imprint to 

have several articles on this political nightmare. The 
Sunday Observer too had three articles on the Emer­
gency but they were not analytical pieces as much a:; 
columnists reflecting upon the event and drawing 
their conclusions. The three journals Imprint (July 
1985), lllw;trated Weekly (June 23, 1985) and 
Sunday (June 23, 1985) had about 24 articles of 
which only four attempted an analysis of the Emer­
gency. One article emphasized the work and signifi­
cance of the Union of Civil Liberties and the right'\ 
of the citizen. Three eminent journalists gave highly 
personalis.ed accounts of the Emergency focussing on 
the happenings "through their experience. Besides 
these, there were other personal reminiscences. Two 
were downright apologetic and two actually advocated 
the calling of a fresh eme.rgency! 

What is disturbing is not so much public amnesia 
regarding the Emergency but seeing it as the only 
solution to the disturbed state of the coun:try. This was 
immediately before the Punjab and Assam accords. 
A survey made in the four capital metropolitan cities 
of Indi'a indicated more than 50% of those surveyed 
almost welcoming the reimposition of the Emergency. 
An average of 65% would support another Emer­
l!ency and 37% expected it to be re-imposed (Imprint, 
July 1985). Tt is quite likely that citizens want a 
firm government capable of dealin~ with situations of 
law and order rather than with the declaring of an 
Emergency. Also, it is worthwhile asking whether 
!hey wou)g prefer to answer in the same mood now, 
after . the serio4s attempts made at resolving the 
Punjab and Assam problems. However, the answers 
do indicate a very serious shortcoming in the nolitic<1 l 
perceptions of the Indian people. particularly because 
RO% and above of the population of Delhi which wac; 
c>. posell to the extessc~ of the Emenz.ency :;eems to 
hove wanted its rcimoo~ition . We still l1ave 10 edu­
cate our people on the Pmer!!encv and it c; implic;t­
tions. 

11iOSC re~.:ol l cct ing !heir experience of the Fmel'­
!!ency h:JVc tesrified to the basic decencies of indivi­
duals. MMy were extremely hum!ln and lh0ughtful , 
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as for instance the doctor who issued fake certificatP'\ 
of sterilization rather than impose this dreadful punish­
ment on the innocent; of jailers who were conside· 
rate, and the unwillingness of the lower levels of th~ 
bureaucracy to act inhumanely. Knowing the risk~ 

involved, one has to admire them and cheer those 
who rose to the occasion. 

These personalised accounts of the Emergency hav..: 
not been recapitulated here. They are valuable but 
they will have to be read to capture the mood of 
the times. But what is surprising is that even today 
there is open support for this in some quarters; worse: 
there are signs o( people wanting a reimposition of 
it. Naturally the Congress warriors of the Emergency 
are the unrepentent ones who would welcome it. TI1e 
opposition is of course the whipping boy. 

Scar on the Democratic Structure 

Those who have analytically commented on the 
experience of the Emergency stress the scar on the 
democratic structure that it has left imperishably. The 
bankruptcy of the opposition as well as the lack of 
a well-organised underground movement is stressed. 
But Dr. Subramaniam Swamy testifies to the fine under­
ground organisation which sustained him. The under­
ground was helpful i11 assisting persons at an indivi­
dual level but it was not able to sustain for l9ng ail 
organised opposi tion to the ruling party and tlte gov­
ernment. 

lf the opposition fell like nine pins it was because 
of the advantage that the government had in initiat­
ing the battle. A person like Shri Viren Shah while 
being abroad could not even dream that he would be 
arrested on his return . What is equally interesting is 
the collapse of the ruling party as an institution. I~ 

was extraordinary that a party with a clear majority 
had to resort to a terminal measure to run the 
country in peace time! 

It is also significant that' Professor Rajni Kothari 
who has made an incisive analysis of the experience 
of the Emergency in two separate studies in the JlltH~ 
rrated Weekly and Sunday reiterates principles long 
well-established in Liberal schools of philosophy 
though he admirably updates it (or modern condition~. 

·r he lndian system had e!itablished a "fine hal a nee not 
just of the £10iity but of illl ancient civilisation th nt 
was grutluull y acquirinp a new personality to dct~l 

with new chal lcng~s· · ( Su!!dm'. p. 20). The Eme;­
gcncy Sll nlmcd up four politic~ ! nostrums which 
<•ccorJing t~> him had 10 be shown as being subversiv..: 
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of everything that the Jndian political system over 
the decades had stood fo r: 

(a) You can use any means in order to do away 
with property. 

(b) Social stability is more impottant than chang>!. 
(c) The State is superior and is on a higher pedes­

tal than civil society and in the context of 
"internal and external trends" the primacy of 
the State should overshadow everything else. 

(d) Movements and dissenting groups at the grass­
rool level wiJI disrupt society and can be sup­
pressed. 

He argues that these beliefs are still widespread 
and they can get a renewed lease of life unless we 
insist upon the restoration of basic political proce­
dures, revive democratic institutions and ensure their 
smooth working. 

Destroying Che Democratic Process 

In another study iu the JllustraJed Weekly of India 
(June 23, 1985) he reiterates the arguments and 
argues that the Emergency was ' a Lest for us all ancl 
for the beli efs and assumptions that we have held 
dear ... " ( p. I 0). He criticises the liberals in the 
country for their indifference to the massacre of the 
Naxalites and the denial of basic rights to our breth­
ren in the North Eastern States for a quarter of a cen­
tury. He argues that all shades of poJitical opinion 
suddenly discovered the need f01 asserting basic rights. 
He is critical of the liberal neglect of grassroot orga­
nisations (perhaps he is not aware of the very thing 
fostered by the Leslie Sawhny programmes). He also 
point~ to the lessons that one had to le:tro the hard 
way regarding arming the State; many had naively 
1believed that the on ly way to tr3nsform the social 
order would be by investing enormous power to th!! 
State, but they only succeeded in creating a Fascist 
Behemoth. 

The Emergency according to him exposed the frau· 
dulence of several "pretences and deceits that had 
hitherto passed muster under the masks of democracy 
and socialism ·• (p. II Ibid). The populist wave since 
the lnte l960s which elevated Mrs. Gandhi to a 
pedestal as the o;:wiour of the ponr was but n thought­
less cry for mustering votes. It lacked long-tenn pers­
pectives and never came to Lerms with the structural 
change.<; necessary in our society in order to further 
socifll justice to the m~n,c~. In the abscnc'~ of thic;, 
the lentlt.:rs. the supposed saviours of the masses ironi­
cally n:-snultc<l their pcr~ons, robbed them of thei r 
r:~llr\' liCCllritv and c;pread ;1 reign of terror. The 
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bogu~ ic.Jr of the n•HIOll being 1n danger, that stabi­
lity and order were imperilled, that civil liberitie" 
being the luxury of a few were all raised. "What 11 
cle\"erly glo cd over was the real fact . . . that the 
democratic procc "' was the only means a\'ailable to 
the poor and the deprived for stating their claim!', 
challenging existing hegemonies and doing this on 
the basis of their own collective power (and not on 
some condescending leader from above" (p. 12 I bid). 
The Emergency totally betrayed the electorate. 

Grassroots Organisations Ignored 

ls the Emergency still with us? The callous dis­
regard o[ the demands of the regions, the attempts to 
unseat legitimately returned governments, the equally 
brutal trampling of the rights of the people in the 
~tates of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh clearly 
indicate that the Stalins are not only in Deihl but 
in the States as well. Regional political parties have 
become highly hegemonic preventing expression of 
opposition, have arrogated to themselves to be the 
only tribunes of the people and have totally destroyed 
all dissent. At all levels too much dependence bad 
been made on political parties and other grassroot 
organisations have been ignored. 

V. M. Tarkunde, our veteran fighter for the resto­
ration and protection of civil liberties reminds us o( 
the great role that the P.U.C.L. played during the 
Emergency in protecting the liberties of the citizen. 
Since then the P.O.C.L. has been fighting at the 
State levels a battle against the atrocities of the police 
and the large number o( murders of dissidents des­
cribed as Naxalites killed in "police encounter ". Tll~ 

excesses of the police and their calculated intimidation 
and killing of people who assert their fundamental 
rights and that of others, the ruthless exploitation of 
children and o( adivasis have shifted lhe emphasis 
from the institution of the State to those sections thal 
occupy impregnable positions in society. With a cal­
lous disregard for all civilized norms the elite tend to 
ruthlessly manipulate people for its own narrow sel­
fish ends. 

Stale Tcrrori' m 

In several Stale!> then~ l 'i a V{'ritablc policc-mililarj 
raj und dr:J(;OIIiilll dt/..ttll!:. <.11 ~ pu:,hcd with i111punily. 
Turkunde rcmi nd!i us of the battery of Acts which th\! 
govemments both :11 the Centre and the States have 
armed themselves though the existing lnws are more 
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tnan adl!quc~tc to m\!et tcrron~m. State terrorism, he 
remind. uc; breeds terrorism in its wake. 

What the citizen needs to be educated 1S m the 
rights that are his wh1ch are not to be trampled upon 
by a uniformed functionary. A.G. Noorani in hi 
Civil Rights PrimC'r indicates exactly wbat these are 
and the circumstances under which the police autho­
rities cno imprison a person or take him to a polk 
station. More importantly, be educates lhe citizen in 
telling him that these are generally gross violations o( 

the law. He reminds one of the existing provisions 
available in the Constitution, of the judgements in th~ 
courts and of the legal remedies that the citizens have 
in the event or their being confronted by the might 
of the State. ;.. J tU~l.H 

The need to record the lessons of the Emergent) 
stiU is imperative. After all, lhc former Prime Ministet 
withdrew all unsold copies of Justice J . C. Shah' 
authoritative document on the record of the Emergency 
and a whole new generation has arisen to which the 
political nightmare is very distant indeed. 

Or. R. Srinivasan is Professor or 
Politics, Bombay University 

LIBERTY 

Whnt constitutes rhe bulwork of our own liberty and 
independence? It is not our frowning baulements, our 
bristling sea coasts. our army and our navy. These arc 
not our rchance agnin.-.t tyranny . All of these may be 
turned against us without making us weal.er for the: 
stru~;gl e. 

Our reliance is in the love of liberty which God hs' 
planted in us Our defense is ID the spirit which prim­
ed liberty as the heritage of all men. in all lands c\ cry­
where. Destroy this ~piril and you have planted the 
seeds o( t.lc:)poh_)m at your door. J-amiliarize yourselves 
V. ith I he chains Of bondage and }'011 prepar(' }'OIIr QWn 

limbs to wear them. 

Accu~tomctl to tramrlc on the right~ of o1hcrs. you 
h.,,c I0\1 the ~,:eniu, ol vour own iollkpenden:e ttnd 
hl'ctmtc rhc 111 suhiClh ut 1hc fiN .:11nn1ng 1y1an1 who 
ri~cb ·•llll\01: you 
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The Crisis at Unesco 
Cushrow Irani 

The seven-week session at the Unesco Executive 
Board, May 9-June 21 , l985, sent out mixed signals. 
The shortfall of U.S. $43 million in the Unesco 
Budget fo llowing the U.S. withdrawal at the end of 
last year has, for 1985 at least, been scraped togt!­
ther. $25 million have come from savings in the 
Unesco Budget, long overdue. $10 million have been 
appropriated from a fund meant for a totally diffe­
rent purpose-inflation reserve. And $8 million were 
raised by additional voluntary contributions; India, 
in an act of misguided generosity, provided $500,000 
of this figure. 

Distorting ~he Media 

The crisis at Unesco has been brewing for a very 
long lime. No one disputes the excellent work that 
this organisation has done in the cultural and educa­
tional fields. Unesco's problems started with the 
entry of the Soviets and their friends and with their 
great need to make their ideas of news and its dis­
semination respectable. For nearly a decade, the 
international press paid hardly any attention to what 
was going on at Unesco under the mistake11 notion 
that it was a harmless debating club and its decisions 
were not binding on any one in any case. lt was for­
gotten that the slogans put together at Unesco were 
being adopted very quickly by illiberal regimes largely 
in the Third World to justify and make respectable 
their efforts to ensme monotonously favourable report­
jog of their actions and constant approval of their 
policies on the plea that any dissent is contrary to 
national interests. The slogan of 'democratization of 
the media' has been used to interfere with the 
ownership pattern of newspapers. Attacks have been 
mounted against 'commercialization of the media' to 
justify imposing curbs on the revenues of newspapers. 
pa rticula rly advertising revenues. And , for good mea­
sure, there were calls for re-defining news which, 
shorn of hypocrisy, meant publisl1ing only what was 
favourable to the govern ment in power. 

The withdrawal ur the u.s. rrom Unt:Sl'\) jolt~·(! thi.; 
organisation ancf. more important, ga lva11izetl free 
press countries into action. Cirea\ Hntain Jnpnn, 
the Scandinavian countries, and West GcrnHlny nn1 
far behintl, served notice thut they would recon~idcr 

their pNitions unlc"s rci\.Jt'rllS were in&Lillltc~l. In " 
desperate c!fort to stave niT U.S. withdrawal. Din~L' IIll -

General M'Bow agreed to an investigation into 
Unesco's management and financial operations by 
the prestigious General Accounting Office of the U.S. 
Congress. Its report was damaging. Instead of deal­
ing with the points raised, Mr. M'Bow raised the 
debate to an emotional level making it an issue of 
his personal prestige. India's T. N. Kaul leant him 
strong support at the recent board meeting declaring 
that this report was illegal and out of order as it was 
«an unofficial product of a non-executive body in a 
non-member state". Clever, but not convincing. Once 
agai n, the Unesco Secretariat successfully confused 
the issues and managed to say to each side what it 
wanted to bear. To the free press countries it was 
suggested that their concerns were being met because 
a serious effort was being made to depoliticise Unesco 
programmes and cul our motivated studies of non­
existent issues. To the Soviets and the large number 
of their allies and sympatbisers in the Third World, 
it was suggested that !be changes in the programme 
were more apparent than real and that, given a little 
time, it would be business as usual at Unesco. 

" Unesco a Ja carle" 
After the withdrawal of the U.S. , the Soviets 

became the largest contributor~ with 12% of the total 
budgel or 15% of the reduced budget of 1985. They 
have been making some critical noises about finan­
cial discipline and concentrating programmes to 
achieve results. However, they have made very clear 
the direction in which they want Unesco to move. 
A number of working documents and studies have 
now come out of the Unesco Secretariat which were 
being held back for many months in an effort to 
stave off the U.S. withdrawal. One is a working 
document on World Congress of Youth, which paints 
a dark and dismal picture of youth in the western 
world, and in Third World countries still suffering 
from the consequences of 'imperialism'' . By con­
trast, in socialist coun lric'> Lhe documen t says that 
there is stress on th e "4uality of educa tional systems" 
tasy tn:ccsc; to untwrsity edur:ttion. anJ there are 
assertions that Sovie-t youth is ··particularly well off" 
in evcrv w:ty. Atuillwr report has been released on 
"F(Jrcign 1\ews in LhL' Mecli:1-Rcporting in 23 Coun­
tries··. The k·adin? editor is Kaarle N'ordcnstrcng, 
Pl\::.idl.!tll or tilL' Pt'll lllt)lflllltl i-. t 111temntionul Organi­
o;n tioll t1f .l11l1II1Hii'' "' h:t:{l: tl in l' rtl~ll~ The rcporl ha<l 
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been held up for IS months. Some of its conclusions 
are interesting. There is a complaint that Tass, the 
Soviet news agency, the Non-Aligned News Pool and 
the like-minded Inter Press Service are han.lly men­
tioned as a news source even in developing countries". 
No comment could be more lelling on the lack of 
credibility of politicaJly organised information sys­
tems. The study continues the old code words of 
the need to 'promote peace and disarmament' and 
notions of 'development journalism' and 'Third World 
perspectives' as aids to the 'new journalism'. Another 
study purports to give a global report on the ''Inter­
national Flow of Information" which has a similar 
bias. Yet another study is about to be released on 
''The New International Economic Order-Links bet­
ween Economics and Communications". Its thrust is 
predictable. 

l11dia Needs to Take a Fresh Look 

The Soviets have made it clear that Lhey are seek­
ing immediate benefits for their positions on these 
issues as the price of replacing the Americ<UlS as the 
leading contributors, provoking one delegate to the 
Board to complain of "Unesco a la carte''! 

The forthcoming General Conference of Unesco in 
Sofia in October-November is, therefore, likely to be 
of more than usual interest. Il will be more clear 
then whether Mr. M'Bow is justified in bis optimism 
tbat things have improved so far tbat there is no 
reason why he should not consider running for another 
s1x year term as Director-General when his present 
term ex pi res in 1987. On the other hand. Mr. 
M'Buw, who is a shrewd tactician, may only he pro­
viding an example of the well-known proposition that 
the best form of defence is attack. 

Our young Prime Minister has shown that be is 
capable of bringing a fresh mind and perspective to 
bear on tired old ideas. One must be charitable and 
say that he has not hud the time to think about the 
basic issues of a free press, particularly in the con­
text of Unesco, otherwise it is difficult to explain why 
he ~·.tid \'. !l:tt IlL! Llld Wilen he audrCSSc;d that Ul!:i.Jili­
sation on his recent visi t to Paris. Unthinking enuor­
semcn t nf the po:;:itit1ns taken under 1]1e pres!Sure of 
the numerical nwjority 11f the Soviets nnJ their allic~ 

is not worthy or his emerging reputation. Ambass<t­
dor Kaut is to be replaced by Sardar Swaran Singh 
after the Sofia conference. P~rhars this will b~ the 
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time for a fresh look at the policies we choose to 
follow nt Unesco. 

The Soviets are in a hurry to set Unesco in a parti­
cular groove while they believe they hold the initia­
tive. At the board meeting theiJ cbie( delegate openly 
stressed that Unesco "is and should be primarily dedi­
cnted to political purposes". Tt does hOt need much 
argument to prove that tl1is is not wbat Unesco set 
out to be. On rhe conlrctry, rhe emphasis was to break 
away from political rhetoric and get down to the busi­
ness of improving the levels of education, preserve 
mankind's cultural heritage and to promote cultural 
exchanges between countries and people. 

Another Soviet Front? 

After Sofia: Unesco could go either way. It would 
seem thac the Soviets and their friends are opening 
another front just in case Unesco succumbs to what 
they would regard as pressures from the U.S. and its 
allies. There is a United Nations Information Com­
mittee which has not been heard from in recent 
years. Their last session was chaired by Willi Sche­
legel of East Germany. In opening the conference 
he declared that "without the right of peoples t•J 
inform there cannot be a new world information 
order" (emphasis mine). And this is what the debate 
is all about. To us, dedicated to free press principles, 
the right o[ free speech and expression is the right 
of the individual which is supported by the State. To 
others, tbe argument runs like this. The right is a 
social right belonging to the whole people. The 
people express themselves through their representa­
tives- in short, thl! government. Therefore, it is the 
right o£ the government to inform not only its citizens 
but also everyone beyond its borders. And it goes 
without saying that the information must be only 
what that government decides should be collected and 
disseminated. 

The issues buvc been clearly posed. 1t is time we 
made our choice. And on that choice will depend 
our reputation as a free society. 

Cu~ lt~"< , \1' l rllu i, is IIIC' Ma~w~ng D1l't:<; IOJ o l 

Tlt1· Stllti!SltHtll 

We d,J nut crT b~cnu~e truth i~ (iiflkult 10 SC<: . II is v i~ ible 

nt :1 glnnct·. We c~rr bccull ~<! thi~ is tmll'e C•)mfortabk. 
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Gandhi Jayanti Thoughts 
C. Rajagopalachari 

DEMOCRACY is u form of government the essen­
tint external feature of which, as apparelll to every 
observer, is that the will of the majority prevaJis and 
becomes the Jaw which must be obeyed by aU includ­
ing the minority. This is no doubt the most patent 
feature in democracy. The question that arises out 
of this is: What is there specially good in this ar­
rangement by which mere superiority in numbers is 
given all powers? The answer given is that it. is good, 
because what would issue victorious, if there should 
be a free fight, is given the fruits of victory without 
needless physical fighting. Might is the natural law 
and so it had better be recognized without the expcn­
c;ive proof of a physacal struggle, counting heads in­
stead of actually testing the relative strength through 
letting head be knocked down. This is the rather 
C)'nical though seemingly irrefutable way m which 
democracy is justified. 

Surely this cannot be the whole truth. It is too 
ugly to be the whole truth. What then is Lbe deeper 
explanation for the universal acceptance of democracy? 

Society cannot hClld together without some kind of 
law and order accepted by the individuals composing 
it. Co-operation is. and felt to be, necessary and 
inescapable. On what terms can that co-operation be 
sustained? The sacrifice of submitting one's own wil l 
lo that of others is a necessary condition for living 
together. The greater the need to maintain common 
life, the more willingly do the dissentients make this 
sacrifice. What is the secret that yields this readiness 
to sacrifice'! Is it the mere need that generates the 
willingness? 

The inescapable lcl'' that might is right. as already 
c;taled, is too ugly to be the c;ource generating the re­
quired sacrifice. It can be more sati factorily traced 
to a presumption or confidence in the general mind 
that what a larger number of people desire must be 
what is good for all. One's own doubts are resolved 
by the considered decision of others. Faith in the 
opinion of others. when they are in larger number, is 
accepted a n c:ubl-titute fnr one', own judgment. 

t\g.tin it i<:. felt tint the total l'IICltl. \\here it io: in 
doubt. mu-;t yield to the next hc.,t. \il. th: good 0f 
the larger number If the !urger number. afte r hear­
Jill!. ull :.tbuul i t, t:tHhid~o: 1 tl aal 1\WllCtlung. i~ g.\.ltld fu1 
lhcna, it is :u:ccptcd, what<:\'er opinl~m tnav hi..' held 
Jbout it h) the ui'>\Cnticnts. The !!Ol'd of the I:Jrg~'' 
number na"l he .1IIm' cd lo h~ the l:m. \\here in the 
tnt:tlitv of l'ircunl' .. lancc ... the need tn \t~t~ tngethcr j, 

felt to be irre,ersiblc. That b to say, the lesser of 
the two evils is preferred. 

ln the ulttmate analysis, hO\\ ever, there is a third 
most imporwnt clement. The acceptance of govern­
ment by the majority rests on trust. The minority 
believes and trusts that the majority will rule justly 
and wisely, whatever particular notion it may be gov­
erned by in some malters. It is this trust tJ1at makes 
the people in a minority emrusc themselves to rule 
by majority in democracies. It is not a submission to 
necessity, but a willing entrustment of themselves. This 
trust has not only to be initially secured but must be 
maintained. It should not just live from hand to 
mouth, so to c;ay, bu t be an abiding trust. 

How is this abiding trust to be engendered and 
kept up? Not by appealing to the necessity of submis­
sion. But by sustained conduct, engendering positive 
trust. The majority should demonstrate by its daily 
conduct that it is trustworthy. It should therefore 
hear and take all measures to have all varieties cf 
views expressed and heard. It should make it appa­
rent that it conducts itself in the interests not of par­
ticular groups but of all the people, as far as possible. 
A body of wise conventions and practices have grown 
to this end round democracy, as may be seen in the 
procedures of various democracies. These procedures 
are considered most important for the maintenance o( 
democracy. They are not concessions but essential 
for democracy itself. These procedures include what 
are called 'freedoms' in modern jargon. They are in­
scribell in the constitution or in inviolable charters. 
The mere power of numbers is put as far in the back· 
ground as possible, so that it may even be forgotten. 
The more satic;factory these procedures and the more 
consistently these are observed, the greater is the suc­
cess and longer the life of a democracy. 

Majorities and minorities are oot necessarily divi­
~ions, resulting from divided opinions on political or 
administrative issues. They may in fact be based on 
several unchangeahlc lines of demarcation such ~o; 

religion. aacc. traditional bond~. castes, secular inte­
rC'<.I\. ·1ncf the Jif;c The Qr('~ll divio:i0n hemeen Mus­
hm :-~nd ll indu for long divided th~ people of ln<.liH 
in recent timl''· culnlinaling in the division of India 
intu two uiiT1! 1 ~o' n t Stull!:.. The 11011-politkal lines nf 

division 111~1y often be sought to he concealcll or 
r:amouOagcd and made to uppcar as political, becau \! 

there j., <,omcthing to he more or lc c; ashamed about 
111 the fonncr C'crtain affiliation'> are felt to be in-
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dissoluble and operate, in fact, cutting across the 
ostensible political divisions. Religious and denomi­
narional divisions are only an obvious instance. Other 
affiliations which have formed themselves for histori­
cal or other reasons are often as insoluble as religious 
affiliations and persist without merging into the poli­
tical divisions. 

The idea that democracy rests on the compulsion 
of physical superiority is not only ugly on the face of 
it, but may prove unreal. The strain involved in the 
obedience given to law and administration, merely on 
that physical basis, may be so great as to snap the 
bond that holds the people together, especially when 
external dangers compelling internal co-operation and 
unity fade away. War conditions serve to unite, while 
peace in the world as a whole tends to the breakdown 
of the precarious life of democracies not founded on 
real social unity. Not the superiority o[ numbers but 
living trust, engendered and sustained in the working 
of the democracy, is tT1e vital force that musl sustain 
the life of democracy in any country. 

Political ideologies and dogmas may divide parties, 
but when entrusted with government by a majority 
vote, what democracy caJis for is not merely fulfilment 
of electoral promjses made to the majority but j11st 
rule and just democratic procedures in all matters. 1f 
t11e interests that bind the individuals together inside 
the group that is entrusted with government, mjslead 
them to act in disregard of justice and the fundamental 
'freedom' embodied in the democratic procedures, 
trust [ades away and with it democracy too fades away, 
transforming itself into a regime backed by force only, 
as if a conquering army mled those whom it success­
fully suppressed, besides imposing its discipline on its 
mvn members. 

In confirmtHion of this conception that trust is the 
essential vital force of democracy, and not mere supe­
riority of numbers. we may call to evidence the well­
known fact that often minority governments are form­
ed in democracies. which perform their function quite 
Ratisfactorilv. Indeed they may sometimes do better 
rl1an majority governments, because their power. be­
ing preca rious, must be sustained by ~realer conside­
ration and more obvious jmtice in all mnt·tcr<;. 

A very interesting episode, uol generally known, 
lW!' heen hrnupht to notice by Mr. P. l<.odanda Raq in 
hi :; p0litical biography of V. S. Srinivasa Sa~tri , the 
illus triou~ leader of the Liberal& in Indio after Gokhale. 
In the cou rse of the negotiations for Tmliun indepen­
dence between Gandhiii and the Congres:;, on the one 
side. and tlte British Gm crnment on the other, Gan-

October 198:1 

~hiji wrote a letter from his prison to the Viceroy in 
September 1944 proposing that the British may quit, 
leaving the Government o[ India in the hands o( the 
Muslim League headed by M. A. Jinnah, since the 
League and the Congress could not agree to one 
scheme and since, without sucl1 agreement, the Bri­
tish would not quit. Gandhiji offered to persuade 
the Congress to agree to this proposal. Gandhiji 
obviously wished to impress on the Muslims of I ndia 
that the Congress would agree to independent India 
being governed by the Muslim League party and that 
the Congress did not want Britain to remain in order 
to insure justice and good government by the minority. 
J innah had been holding exactly the opposite position. 
He did not like foreign rule. H e hated it as much 
as the Congress did. But he did not trust the Con­
gress majority to deal justly \vtth the Muslims after 
the British left He therefore wanted British overall 
Power to continue and he objected to all proposals 
on one ground or another for this reason, which he 
kept jo the back of his mind. Gandbiji wished to 
impress on J innab and on the British that the Con­
gress would trust the League to govern India justly 
in all respects, although the latter may have doubts 
and reservations about the Congress. T he proposal 
that Britain should quit, leaving India in complete 
charge of a minority community under Jinnah's 
leadersl1ip was Jeemed to be an absurd proposal. if 
it was not a sinister trick. The British would nol look 
at it. Mr. Kodanda Rao quotes Sastri in the book 
to show bow angry he was to learn fJ"om me that the 
proposal had been really and se.~;ious ly made by 
Gandhiji. In fact he was so upset that it threw him 
into a fit of angina pectoris which prevented my 
explaining the spiritual hasis of the proposal. The 
Liberal politician thought the proposal amounted 1o 

total defeat and surrender to the Muslim League. 

The conclusion of this analysis of democracy, to 
illustrate which the above episode has been referred 
to, is that democracy in a plurarist society is sustained 
not by force of numbers but by the vital force of 
trust. the mnintenance of which must, therefore, be 
the greatest concern of statesmen guiding democra­
cies. Majorities in office may become so intoxicate! 
by lo11g enjoym~nt of pm' er, thM ~nnw 1dcologie:­
nnd dogmas ulld umbitions may mislc11cl the111 into 
forgetting this basic principlt\ lhcrebv endangering 
demoar41cy. Democracy j ~ H fonn ol trust, not a 
\V~Hiety of Lnllc rorce. Let lb rl.!m iJ1d oursehres or 
tbi~ (111 Crandl1i Jnyanti. 

~ww·ajwt . Odnhcr 5, J%.? 
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Report of Seminar 

Reservation in Education and Public Services 
The Committee set up by a ~eminnr to discuss the question of Reservation in [dut:<tllon <~nd Public services (see Frettdum 
Fn.)t. July !985 ··The Great Reservation Debate") has made its recommendations. Space constraints prevem us from 
reproducing the report in its entirety. However we publish be:ow the conclur.Jing part entitled ''Recommendations for Al­
t ernative$~ and "Recommendations for Implementation". 'I he report hos been fonvarded lo the Prime MinjS1er and the 
l-lome Minister. Renders intercsto:d in the fuJI report may please write to Fredum Fir.lf. 4th lloor, Maoec:kjee Wnd:a 
Building, 127 Mnhatma Gandhi Road, Bombay 400 023. 

Recommendations for AUernati\'cs 

1N VIEW of the many failings or Reservation, the 
Committee examined a number of possible alternative~. 
In doing so, it had to keep in mind the fact that the 
objective was to uplift the Scheduled Castes ancl 
Tribes, whereas tbis objective has almost been for­
gotten in practice and Reservation bas come to be 
thought of as an end in itself. 

The alternatives would become apparent if it was 
realised that Reservation itself came up as a method 
of advancement because employment opportunitie; 
were severely limited and there was a shortage of 
educational institutions. lt was believed that members 
of the Scheduled Castes and Tribes would never bt! 
successful in the fierce competit ion for these scarce 
jobs and seats in educational institutions. In the case 
of jobs, it was also a fact that aU lhe pressure wus 
concentrated on the government and public sector jobs 
and Reservation could not cover the remaining 85 ?"n 
of the jobs in the private sector, the agricultural 
sector, the unorganised sector and the ~elf-employed 
sector. The obvious altcrnntive, therefore, was th:! 
fundamental one of increasing the total number of 
jobs in all sectors and the num ber of educational insti­
tutions without detriment to the interests of the 
country. i.e. without ovem1anning the services or 
lowering the standard of education. 

The increase in jobs in totality is the ultimate 
objective, but there is one segment where a qualita­
tive change is possible which could widen the poten­
tial for employment. This is the area of self-emplo)­
ment. 

If education and training were orientated towards 
truining people in trades, vocations, handicraftli an.; 
other such occupation!>. it would have the lwo-f0ld 
e[lecl of reducing th ~· pre::.surc 1111 jnbs und sinn1ll a 
neou!)ly the pre!lsurc nn seals in colll!ges and uni vcr­
·ities. This is lwcau~l' :t pcr1.nt1 wht) is cqnippcd I'll•' 
anti intent I'll ~elf-cntplnymcnl is less interested thn11 
othcrwi:;e in cullcge euucr•lion and ioh'\ 

Our recommendations are inspired by these consi­
derations. At the same time, we are conscious of the 
fact that Reservation itself has become an emotive 
issue and has become embedded in the nation's 
psyche. H would be unrealistic to expect any gov­
ernment in India, however well-intentioned. to be 
able to dislodge Reservation completely, certainly in 
the short term. We would. therefore, emphasise that 
a reform of lhe existing system of Reservation anr:i 
the steps that we recommend below sbould not be 
regarded as mutually exclusive. In many cases, they 
will run parallel to each other. To other cases, the 
reforms would be dovetailed to the phasing out of 
Reservation that we have recommended. 

lt is in this spirit that we recommend the follow­
ing measures: 

(a) Side by side wi th the speeding up of the 
implementation of the policy of free, universal 
and compulsory education, the families of 
Scheduled Castes and Tribes sbould be pro­
vided with financial aid and incentives tt~ 

enable them to send and to retain their children 
in schools. 

(h) To reduce the pressure on jobs (now mainly 
in the government services and the public 
sector) by increasing the capacity for sell­
employment and simultaneously minimising the 
clamour for seats in colleges and nniversWes. 
it is essential that the educational system should 
be urgently revamped to guarantee concen­
trated vocational education and practical train­
ing fur trades and vocations, to be imparted 
from a cut-on· level nf education, lit whicl1 

1Kiint, on the h<L<iis of per[orm:.tncc and apti­
tude. the students concerned decide to opt or1t 

nf l'llllcgc/univcr~ity cduc~1tinn. An HH.lispcm:­
ahh: rrercquisitc to this is that. while prepnr­
in~ the ~pccificnlion-.; for various categories nf 
joh'-. the cntphn5i-; on university de~recs i· 

ruthko;~ly removed 10 111ilke recruih11eot com-
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patihlc with the newly oriented system or 
education proposed by us. 

(c) Finanri:ll institutions and honks ~hould u~· 

directed tn provide special financial assistan<..:e 
:lnd incentives. guidance and encouragement to 
persons belonging to the Scheduled Cast~s 

anu Tribes [or setting up trades, businesses npd 
industries. 

(d) A national manpower plan should be fornl'l­
lated and constantly reviewed and updated, 
setting out targets for the supply of persons 
for those key calegories of mnnpower whose 
::wailabilhy is of critical importance to tht· 
nation. Action should Lhcrenflcr be taken h.> 

ensure that these targets are mel by the edu­
cation and train ing of persons of the right 
calibre. lt is obvious thut in doing so it will 
have to be accepted that merit alone shmtlu 
be the criterion, but the plan should provide 
for specit~ l facilities for more intensive train­
ing to a specified number of persons bclons,­
ing to the Scheduled Castes and Tribes. 

(e) Assuming that our recommendation for pha'>­
ing out Reservation is ac.:ccpted ar.d imple­
meotetl, the entire thrust of favoured treatm~·.1 t 

should be swung towards those who are eco­
nomically backwaru. irrespective of caste u• 
community. Material assistance in tl1e 1>hU ("~C 

oE books, campus, residential accommodation. 
mid-day meals, uni forms and otl1er necessaty 
assistance should be provided. Inevitably, 
those who are economically backward ev~n 
beyond the stage when Reservation is phased 
out will preponderantly belong to the Sche­
duled Castes and Tribes. To that extent. the~· 
0Ught to be the major beneficiaries of the 
favoured treatment. Again, persons of thl! 
Scheduled Castes and Tribes should be pro­
vided with special trnining and facilities in 
2eneral, with extramural coaching classes and 
instit utions, for upgrading their intake-capaci~y 
for education. For rhis mcasttre to be suc­
l'essful, it is essential that the term "economi: 
backwardness'' is defined with meticulous t::l r~ 
n11 tltr hnsis of nhjertivc cri teria. 

F~ccummcndatic)nS fnr Trnplem~ntation 

r:'N 1he purp(.' ~C of in\C''<tig_n\in.Q the cnlirl! ('lmhl("rn 
:111d for ma~i11~ rcct·•lllllh'lldn tinn-. llm:lrJ -. :1 rd'll111 l nf 

till .,, •ll'll1 ul Rcc:er vali~m nnd the implementation :1! 

1hc t;lu:rnati'c" rcl"o1nmenckd ahm•e. M any othc•' 

October 1985 

that may be considered su!table, the Government or 
India should set up a national commission. 

The composition of the commission is important 
and we •·ccOnlmond thnt it should comprise three 
persons: a n:tireJ judge of the Supreme Court. :tn 
edw.:ntio1ust and an incumbent or retired chairman of 
the Backward Classes Commission. 

The commission will have a strict mandate to com­
plete its study and make its recommendations within 
specified time. 

The Governmcm should act swiftly on the recom­
mendations of the commission and should mount a pro· 
fcssionally managed national campaign through the­
media. from public platforms and throughout the 
country about the commission's recommendations and 
to orientate public opinion towards acceptance and 
active co-operation. This te~sk would be made easier 
if the Government were to succeed in winning th<' 
support of most, if not all , political parties. 

This Committee is convinced tbnt unless the Gov­
ernment responds to the gravity of the situation and 
acts on our recommendalions, the issue of Reservn­
Lion will widen the rift between classes and comm~l­
nities, threatening the very integrity and progress of 
the nation. 

, Silvicrete white ce 

JCC 
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The Hegde Phenomenon 
Louella Lobo Prabhu 

All true democrats visualise democracy as a plura­
listic policy, and to that extent, must welcome any 
challenge to the monopolistic hegemony of any one 
Party. Mr. Hegde's freak victory in 1983, and his 
hard-fought and hard-won victory now, were there­
fore salutary for that one reason, if for no other. 
Indeed, since 1983, the way Devuraj Urs was once 
before projected for a while, Mr. Hegde has been 
steadily built up by Lbe media as Prime Minister mat.:"­
rial. Because his first accession to power was not a 
solo but a team efforr, and a disparate team-effort a1 
that, all sins were forgiven him when, in the name of 
survival, he did many things which suggested he was 

•I quite the lily-white hero an infuwated Press made 
him out to be. Most notorious among the sins of his 
earlier regime were the admission of defectors. Jf 
these disappointed those who believe that norbing 
justifies the use of improper means, they did not 
deflect the hero-worship of others who believed that 
survival excuses everything. 

Mr. Hegde's public halo is a P.R. miracle, con­
sidering he is so short on actual performance. While 
his tenure as· Rajya Sablw member was not distin ­
guished by a single memorable contribution to any 
debate, he appears, nonetheless, to have laid a solid 
foundation of support in the Party. This accounted 
for his selection as Chief Minister after the 1983 elec­
tion, when he was not at that time even a member of 
the Assembly. 

A Friendly Press 
T(l do him credit, his lifestyle is now austere and 

open to public scrutiny. He runs a tight ship within 
the Party, and if there is dissent in its ranks, it rarely 
reaches the newspapers. He and his colleagues are 
apparently accessible, or more so, than their prede­
cessors. And they did take up in earnest one measur~ 
which has won them soJjd support in the villages: a 
bore-wells programme which, despite the swipe of cri­
tics, has accomplished more in these three years than 
that o[ former governments in thirty. But the C.M.'s 
biggest coup is to have the Press eating out of his 
hand , not only taking the Press into confidence-or 
appett nng tn Jo so- but with unobtn1~1Vt! t:arrots Jd"t! 
pens ion~ f, ~r· M:lecled journalists and Lhe like. H!s 
predeccs~or. nn the 11ther hnnd, chose to confront the 
l'mlrth f.sllllc. wi!IJ the resul t thnt his sins-and they 
were many-got magniried, while his good works. 
notably the abolition of Chairmnnsllips ror politicians, 
were deliberately llnderpluyed. Even if he were not 

the shrewd operator he is, Mr. Hegde, following Mr. 
Gundu Rao, would in any case have been the darling 
of tht:: Press and th10ugh the Press, of the State, as 
well. 

To evaluate promise and performance before and 
after the elections, it is possible that despite his affront 
to regional honour, when he dismissed Hegde as irre­
levant, Rajiv Gandhi migh t still have carried the day. 
Polls showed the Janata Party in a touch-and-go posi­
tion, before certain last minute populist announce­
ments turned the day decisively. These included suh­
sidised rice; mangalsutras for couples participating in 
mass marriages, free text books for students. aod 'I 

gift package of expensive lollipops which me yet tr 
be disbursed. 

Doublful Measures 

The problem is payment. In all fairness, the last 
government, and its predecessors also ran up over­
drafts, as are other Congress governments currently. 
However, if other people's trespasses do not excuse 
one's own, it may be said that it would be impossible 
for the State to remain within the Budget, if h is 
squandering largesse on poptllist schemes. Power con­
tinues to be an enormous constraint, but it does not 
stop the government from saying there will be no 
change in its policy to have 1000 new industries a 
month. Moreover while various Treasury payments 
including those far T.A. are being dishonoured, there 
is simultaneously a scheme for generous stipends to 
graduates, and direct absorption of all S.C. gradua~e 

rank-holders into government service, bypassing 
entrance examinations. The government is also show­
ing signs of extreme linguistic fanaticism, by outlawing 
English from the Secretariat, and insisting that Secre­
taries note in Kannada, thus reducing the leve1 of 
noting to that of a clerk or a P.A., not the Secretary. 

Lest it be thought, gentle reader, that this author is 
:1 Congress stooge, let me clarify here. that the only 
Party to which I belonged was the Swatan!ra Party. 
Unlike some of its erstwhile members, I did not think 
that the Janata Pnrty's philosophy represented Swa­
lantra philosophy given a wider b:rse. s events have 
transpired, iL wnuld appear that the .J anata P:1rty lucks 
pragm~lli 'im in economic matters. modernity :111d see<.l­
l;l ri~m on the other. 

t.oucll:1 Lvhu l'r11 hhu ~~ lh~ Editos· ol 

I liM f./It I 
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Regd. Office: 180. Mount Rond Mad1·as-t;oo 006. 
Central Office: 190, Mount Road, Mudras-6110 001). 



33 

Non-Political Civic Action 
Komala 

The capacity of the Indian public to take things 
lying down seems unlimited. The people in Delhi are 
no different. Whether it be mjnor day-to-day irri­
tants or injustice at the national level, there is a curi­
ous reluctance to fight them. The normal reaction is 
one of acceptance, of coming to terms after at best 
feeble, half-hearted protests. 

But the tide seems to be turning at long last. Over 
the past few years, some voluntary organisa tions have 
eme.rged which are serving as platforms for redressal 
of grievances of the people as consumers-in relation 
to boU1 government and industry. In the process of 
taking up these issues, tbese groups are trying to edu­
cate the Delhi public about thei r rights and the_need 
to stand up for them as well '3S helping tl1em over­
come their largely self-imposed lethargy. In thjs way, 
these groups are-consciously or unconsciously­
strengthening the base of democracy by making 
people 'self-sufficient'. 

Commmt Cause and VOICE (Volun tary Organisa­
tion in the Jnt~rest of Consumer Education) are two 
.non-political, non-profit organisations taking up the 
cause of the urban middle class. They operate at 
different levels. Common Cmm, established five years 
ago by a group of prominent citizens (Mr. H. D. 
Shourie is its director) takes up issues arising from 
various government regulations. pensions, taxes, civic 
amenities, public utility services, electricity and water 
bills, etc. 

VOICE, set up in 1983 by some young teachers 
and students of DeJhj University ( its convenor is Dr. 
Sri Ram Khanna ), takes up the cause of the con­
sumer: unfair trade practi~es, violation of hlws, dis­
cretionary allotments by public sector companies, 
and so on. 

Redressal through proper channels of authority­
through the courts, through lobbying in Parliament 
etc., marks their approach. All laws have lacunae 
aod if these are removed, it will have a ' l'ipple effect'. 
Dharnas and demortstralions, on the other hand , it is 
felt wiJL not have a lasting. concrete eO'ecl. 

Ancl lhey hnvc.: h~td their '> llt:t'l'<:c:e<~ Tht: fir<:\ c;qc·-
cess or Cnm//ICJ/1 Ctlll'iC wus when lhc Supreme Co:lrl 
upheld its conlentiOJl regarding ccrtuin discriminatory 
provisions in the Pu11sion Liberal b<Hiull Rult.;s, l Y79. 
Common Cause hns also taken up the problem of 
house Lax, renl conl n1l 1:.1\\ ", accidents c:.tused by DTC 
buses, telephones. speed breakers. cit. amJ got its 
pnin1 of ,jew aCf (W\ In the- aut l1111i1 ic<: Cl lllCcrncd 

Sarathy 
VOICE, too, in the short span of its existence, has 

had some notable achievements. The first major one 
was to get a stay on the allotment of Maruti cars 
from the discretionary quota. This will affect the 
larger issue of discretionary allotments by all public 
sector companies. VOICE has also taken the soft 
drinks industry to task for violating certain provisions 
of the Fruit Products Order and televisi011 manufac­
turers for charging for after-sales service in the first 
year of purchase. It has also got the Bata 'Bubble­
gummers' Contest' stopped on grounds of misleading 
the public and tried to get the Wills 'Made for each 
other Contest' stopped on grounds of unfair trade 
practice. Wills however went on with the contest 
after a successful appeal in the High Court. 

The government, these organisations feel, cannot 
solve all the problems faced by the people. Indeed, 
it would be wrong to expect it to do so. For the gov­
ernment is overburdened with work and hampered by 
bureaucratic procedures. Besides, people must learn 
to act on their own initiative. 

It is in this mobilisation of public initiative that these 
groups are facing problems. People are not l)naware 
of the issues involved, but seem to have convinced 
themselves thai they cannot do anything. There is 
also a tendency to sit back and let someone else do 
all the necessary work. H. D. Shourle is .flooded with 
letters bringing to his notice loopholes in various 
laws and the steps that can be taken to remedy them. 
But a lot of legwork and detailed research is neces­
sary and here be faces a shortage of manpower. 
VOICE also faces the same problem. It gets a lot 
of letters asking it to solve various cases but very few 
offer their services. Even regarrung complaints, Dr. 
Khanna finds that people from the South are more 
aware of their rights as consumers than those from 
Delhi. 

Miracles are what people want and miracles are 
what these groups are determined not to deliver. 
They will not tight individual cases. But if an indivi­
dual comes to them for help they will willingly do all 
they can by way of information, legal advice, and wiU 
l!\ 1::11 lc.:nu LlleiJ ll<tllH!~ . But lltc actual light will have 
lo be carried out by individuals. These and various 
other v('lluntary nrg.:~nlsalinn.; face insurmountable 
problems-of resources, manpower and public apathy. 
Bu t they arc detem1ined lo carry forward their task. 

Kom.aln Snrallsy is a 
F'l'l:'l"l::liH't· JOIII'nllliSf 
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Amid the Colour 
of 

Blindness, 
Hope 

a Vision 

Bernard Levin 
The remarkable number of black South Africans 

who have entered police stations in robust good 
health, only to experience a sharp attack. of death 
before emerging, reminds me yet again of the com­
forting truth (the reminder will not be of much com­
fort to the dead Africans or their families, of course) 
that an astonishingly high proportion oi wicked men 
are also stupid. 

You would have thought that after tbe murder o[ 
Steve Biko, which did South Africa almost immea­
surable damage (though again, not as much damage 
as the two policemen did Biko) , somebody would 
have passed down the word that since South Afric>t 
has enougJ1 laws, and enough reliable judges and 
magistrates, to convict any African of anything at all 
and put him away ln silence for as long as might be 
desired, it is quite unnecessary, and even counter­
productive, for the police to beat their prisoners' 
brains out with such depressing frequency. 

From the murdered imam in 1969, from the mur­
dered Biko in 1977, from the murders by police 
continuing to the present day, South Africa garners 
nothing but harm; would it not serve her interests 
better for her leaders to take action sutli.ciently rurh­
less-say, Imnging a couple of policemen with blood 
on their bands, pour encourager les Cltllres-to stop it? 

To the solution of this mystery there may be a 
clue in a recent South African court case. It con­
cerned a group of five white youths, all aged I 5 or I 11. 
who kicked and beat to death tw('l black mcn , one 
of whom wus 68 years old; there <tppeared to be !lO 

motive for the killing otber than the enjoyment of it. 
The boys were arrested and charged with murder; 

they pleaded not guilty, though they Iuter changed 
their plea, presumably on legal advice, to one of 
guilly of culpable homicide, whith plea was accepted . 

A clinical psychologist, a Dr. C..lrnie, g~tve evidcm·c 
for the defence. He claimeJ that tests p:oved thnt 
the boys "were not violence Ol'icnted·'; well, that's 
g•>Od to know bctause if they fwd been violence 
orienteu th~y might have rl!ally dllllc! scn1ch\)dy Sllllk 

harm. Dr. Carnie ulso stt id th at the k.illing~ ( whil!h 
he ndled " lhe nr1sty inC'iden(''_ prcs~tm:lbl y lC1 make 
sure that nohody wnuld leu ve the court room under 
1 he impreso;i<'n that they C\lll~titurcd a nin· incident) 
might never have happened if the ht1Y" had 1WI been 
in n group. 

1 cuo understand that, of course. Although one 
of the men they killed was 68, the other was only 36, 
and lhe individual members oC the killer gang might 
well have hesitated to take on both men without the 
safety ot numbers. At the end of the case, there was 
the regulation weeping mother, who said "All his life 
my 15-year-old son has been soft and gentle and 
would not harm a fly. I don't know what got into 
him". (Neither do I, though I know what got into 
Mr. William Nkosi and Mr. Solomon Kuna-five 
pairs of boots and a number of blunt instruments.) 

So far we have dealt with the "culpable homicide'' 
( "Oh why'', sang Betjeman, '"do people waste their 
breath, devising dainty names for death?"); it now 
behoves us to consider the sentence. Mr. Justice Cur­
lewis, in passing it, saw the crucial point immediately. 
''These are not the type of people that can be sent 
to a reformatory or to jail", he said, I should think 
not; they might dislike itJ for instance, or meet a 
sociaUy inferior class of people inside, and after all, 
they had done nothing but bash the life out of two 
human beings. Mr. Justice Curlewis also ruled out 
t<IOing as a penalty; he did not, he said, think that 
would be "suitable punishment" for the five culpably 
homicidal youths. Again, that seems to me reason­
able, they might not have enjoyed the experience 
:.11 all. 

What, then, did he in the end decide was "suit­
ublc·' punisl1ment (or this "type o( people"? He sen­
tenced them, the naughty old Judge Jeffries, to spend· 
their weekends for a whole year working in a hospital. 
The hideous cn1elty of this sentence became apparent 
io his very next words, which must have caused gasps 
of horror in the court: " the scholars, I tmderstand 
are aU ... keen sportsmen. For a year they can 
forget about any weekend activity". 

U we conclude that this is a case of an unscrupu­
lous white judge letting off white youths in circum­
~litnces in which black men would have been banged, 
we havt. lll i ~~cJ the point. There is no reason al 
all to believe th~ll Mr. Justice Curlewis is anything 
but a fair and l1onest justicer, and that he believe(! 
every word he said. What is wrong with the judge 
is nor that he is a wicked man, it is rhat he lacks the 
abi lity to sec the l'<tcts of the cuse, the nature of the 
kilkrs and the fate of their victims1 in the way that 
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would be natural ro anyone who has lived his life 
outside South Africa. 

When, after the Spanish conquest of Peru under 
Pizarro, the first rejnforcemems and supplies from 
home arrived by sea, the ships hov~ to just off shore. 
The Indians literally could nol see the vessels, ror 
their inability to comprehend sights so extravagantly 
unlike anything they had ever seen before led not to 
ordinary bewilderment but to hysterical blindness~ 

communication between eye and brain was tempo­
rarily severed, and where the Spaniards saw a flotilln . 
the Indians saw nothing but an empty ocean. 

So it is, 1 am sute, with Mr. Justice Curlewis. A 
lifetime of accepting Soutb African values, a lifetime 
of living within a set of unchanging assumptions, a 
lifetime of regarding black and white as two wholly 
different and eternally separate species, a lifetime of 
feeling part of a protective laager, one weakness or 
gap in which may destroy everyone- all this means 
that the enormity o[ the judge's behaviour was not 
the deed of a wrongdoer but the result of a withered 
imagination. made sterile by the South African osmo­
sis. 

That should not be surprising; what should be sur-

Ocwbcr 19 8 5 

prising is the number of South Africans who, though 
they breathe the same air as Mr. Justice Curlewis, have 
managed to break free of the eiTect of it. I say that 
that should be surprising, but 1 must add that to me 
it is not The same pl1cnomenon, in a tnuch more 
striking form, can l;e observed in the Soviet Union; 
men and women brought up amici lies have found the 
truth inside themselves, and lived by it, in yet another 
reproach both to the Manichee and to Lhe fools who 
clnim that envixonment is all. 1n every generation, in 
every unfree land, there are those who can see and 
understand the evil by which they are surrounded~ 

and reject it. 
Mr. Jttstice Curlewis is not part of that evil; he is 

only unable to grasp it, and in that he is kin to most 
whHe South Africans (for the number who knowingly 
do eviJ cannot be much larger than those who see and 
defy it). One day, in South Africa, everyone will be 
able to see that for five young degenerates in search 
of an evening's amusement to kick to death two 
human beings is about as abominable a crime as it 
js possible to commit. I do not know when that day 
will dawn; but I am certain that dawn jt will. 

Courtesy: The Times, London. 

--------------------------------------------
Black Despotism 

Minoo Masani 
I am delighted at the overthrow of Milton Obote, 

President of Uganda. Accordjng to the world press, 
more people were massacred during his present regime 
than even Adi Amin was· able to accomplish! One is 
not surprised to read that the people of Kampala 
expressed their jubilation by dnncing in the streets 
with joy. 

Obote, however, is not the only despot i11 Black 
Africa, Mr. Mugabe, the Prime Minister o( Zim­
babwe, is another. He has bee11 campaigning for the 
establishment of a one-party dictatorship, despite the 
Constitution which prevents him from doing this till 
1990. According to Bishop Muzorewa and Mr. 
N'Komo, his two opponents, Mr. Mugabe is respon­
sible (or rigging elections and massacaring his oppo­
nents. Bishop Muzorewa has said: "We are now in 
an even \Vorse situation than under the colonial 
regime, maybe worse than racist South Africa.'' 
Worse than racist South Africa? Coming from a 
highly respc<.:tcd black. h.:11der. thi <; is us ir one were 
to hear a Zionist leader refer w a situmion as being 
worse than Hit ler's Gcm1any.'' Yet thi s is another 
worthy whon1 New Delhi io; fond of rel:eiving on the 
red carpet when he visit" t)ttr carilal at non-a1ign".1 
c:onferencc~ . 

It is aguLnst 1his background and experience in 
Black AErica that one bas to consider the prevailing 
situation in South Africa. Jn the last few months, 
some progress has been made towards the abolition 
of apartheid. One of the most obnoxious provisions 
which prevented men and women of different races 
from marrying or li ving together has been abolished. 
Similarly, there has been considerable relaxation with 
the restrictions on residence in various localities. Des­
pite the hysteria in Delhi and some other places, the 
people who govern South Africa are not monsters 
and it is a sad mistake to talk as if tbey are. 

A few days ago I rend a press item that a very 
beautiful film about animals in the African jungle 
named "Beautiful People", which was showing at a 
Bombay theatre, was in danger of beil1g banned 
because some idiotic bureaucrat had discovered it had 
reached India through South Africa . So what? Here 
was a film v .. hich had run for some lifteen weeks to 
I ull hnu:-.c:s, I ull mu~ll)' w 11 h children wiJo loveJ 1l. 

Js the lmliun child lu be frtiSLrateu in his or her love 
for .:J nimals hy thi -; 'i lupid oh"e"sion ~1 gn inst South 
AfTica? Why in God's llfl l lll: then do they not ban 
Soviet films coming f r0111 a Cllllllll)' whc l'e opp rc~sion 

is \\ 1lrsc and dicl" lor:-.l iip (pta!'! 
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Is It A Bloodbath They're After? 
John O'Sullivan 

Now that the TWA hostages arc safely home, Con­
gress has decided the time is ri pe to retaliate against 
South Africa. Last week, the Sennte voted 88-12 for 
a bill that wouJd progressively impose economic sanc­
tions on South Africa if apartheid is not consid~~­

ably dismantled over the next 18 months. An earlier 
bilJ, passed by the House of Representarives, would 
impose more Draconinn penalties al once. A com­
!Wttee of the two houses will meet soon to reconcile 
these measures. 

The final result seems likely to be mild. The Senate 
bill was passed after a deal between Senator Jesse 
Helms and the majority under which he agreed not 
to ftlibustcr if his colleagues would limit themselves to 
minor and symbolic sanctions. Should the joint com­
mittee produce more stringent measures, Helms and 
the White House would presumably organize strong 
conservative resistance to it. Knowing this, the com­
mittee will probably be circumspect. 

Besides, the present arrangements suit most people 
quite well. Those opposed to sanctions and in favour 
of "constructive engagement" hope that the passage of 
a mild symbolic measure will take the steam out of 
the "Free South Africa" movement with its demon­
strations and Society "arrests". Many of those who 
voted for the bill, on the other hand, did so as a 
gesture of moral virtue rather than as ao effective 
means of transforming South Africa. It was "an 
extremely important and long-overdue statement of 
bow we feel about ourselves," said Senator John 
Kerry with ringing narcissism. 

A fine point of theory divides both sides. Both 
agree that the Pretoria government is racist and 
oppressive. But they are divided over the question: is 
South Africa a unique symbol of political evil in the 
world today? 1f it is, then the US should cut all ties 
with it. I( it is merely another oppressive government 
then the US might reasonably use diplomatic contacts 
and economic pressure to prod the South Africans 
alone the path of reform. 

The first view, perhaps inspired by guilt at the fact 
that apartheid existed in the American south only 
25 yc .. m ago. b nut unl:ununon. Well-informed Ame­
ricans often refer to South Africa as the most opprcs­
c;ivc ~y'itcm in lodav's worlcf, evil and implacably mt7i. 
The police suppression of black unrest, in which more 
than 400 people have died ~incc the autumn, is 
ndtluccd in o;upport nf th:\1 thcor) 

But is South Africa more oppressive, even on this 
~vidence. than Victn;1111 , Tran, Ethiopia or, umil 

recently, Cambodi<J? Surely not. Moreover, the same 
liberal Americans are dimly nware that South Africa 
has also retained certain liberal democratic features­
a still independcm judiciary, a half-free press (wbkh 
bet\\ccn them have uncovered much o[ the police bru­
tality and its lack of reasonable justification), out­
spoken anti-government churches, opposition parties 
and black political organizations. But they prevent 
such knowledge from contaminating their general view 
of the country. 

Similarly, commentators dismiss the political chan­
ges in South Africa since 1979, among them the 
recognition of black trade unions, the repeal of the 
Mixed Marriages and Immorality Acts, the granting 
of freehold in black townships, the end of "whites 
only" job reservation. nod the establishment of repre­
sentative institutions for the Indian and coloured 
communities, as '·cosmetic". 

Of course, these reforms are inadequate, but they 
still continue. And when a South African quasi-offi­
cial body like the Human Sciences Research Council 
can describe apartheid as "unworkable"-which is 
rather like the Moscow University sociology depart­
ment denouncing Marxism-Leninism-it is surely plain 
that further reform is likely. 

What accounts for the grudging almost hostile 
reception for the reforms io the West? The laws 
prohibiting inter-racial sex and marriage, for instance, 
were considered major offences against human dignity 
until they were repealed; they were then dismissed as 
likely to affect very few people. It is almost as if 
some or apartheid's critics do not want to see it 
eroded peacefully. They want a dramatic conclusion, 
a bloodbath in ,.,hich the wicked perish. 

Does this perhap explain the insouciant Jack of 
attention to the consequences of sanctions? When 
Senator Helms pointed out, ouite correctly, that dis­
couraging investment in South Africa would increase 
black unemployment. Senator Alan Cranston replied 
that this \\as like arguing that Lincoln's freeing of the 
slaves made them worse off. That riposte would be 
well and jtOOd if Senator Cranston were freeing the 
!-1,1\l!l) iu South Afrka a~ well ~ tlepri\ing them of 
jobs. 13ut sanctions will advance political rights for 
hlack SCluth Africans only by the roundabout method 
of m:1king them so poor and wrekbed that they will 
brave nny repre sion to improve their circumstonces. 

I f\lW would \tu.:h n policy make us "feel ahout our­
c;ches''? 
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Liberal International Press Communique 
I . 

, 

3. 

Ending its 10 day mission Lo South Africa, a 
Liberal Tnternational delegation today came 
out strongly against apartheid, calling it un 
inhumane and immoral system, incompatible 
with fundamental human rights. 

The five delegation members said they had 
called on the South African government to: 

issue a declnration of intent to dismantle 
completely the system of apartheid; 
release Nelson Mandela and all other 
political prisoners; 
bring together the leaders of the country 
in a national convention with a view to 
establishing a just constit ution, acceptable 
to all South Africans; 
end the State of Emergency and return 
to the rule of law; 
establish a common citizenship, abolish 
the Population Registration Act, the 
Group Areas Act, the pass laws, influx 
control, forced removals, detention with­
out trial and banning orders; 
refrain from military action in neighbour­
ing countries. 

The delegation stated it considered interna­
tional pressure on South Africa necessary and 
helpful in bringing about fundamental reforms. 
It believed international cooperation to this 
end should be strengthened. 

LETTER 

4. 

6. 

The delegation were impressed at seeing the 
determination and persistance of the South 
African Liberals, members of the P10gressive 
Federal Party, in thei r stnnd against apartheid 
and for their courage in the battle for demo­
cracy, social justice and human rights. 
During its stay in South Africa, the delegation 
has met with Cabinet Ministers, opposition 
leaders, representatives of churches, business, 
trades unions, the media, academics and volun­
tary organisations in Johannesburg, Sowelo, 
Pretoria, Cape Town , Cross Roads and Dur­
ban. 
The group will report to Liberal International 
members and affiliate parties in more tban -10 
countries, as well as to the Executive Com­
mittee of the Liberal International. They will 
present a resolution at the organisation's Co,l­
gress in Madrid in October. The delegation 
comprises . 

Former Swedish Minister o( Trade, Hadar 
Cars (delegation leader) 
British Liberal Party African Affairs Com­
mittee Chairman, Rex Collings 
Canadian Liberal MP, Aideen Nicholson 
SON 
Dutch European Parljament Member, 
Gijs de Vries and 
Liberal International Director, Margaret 
Burnett. 

India Facing Environment Crisis 

M. V. Kamath ("Ecology,-the Drift towards Dis­
aster,'' April 1985) is to be commended for his pene­
trating description of the worsening global environ~ 

ment in the face of increased population pressures and 
worldwide aousc of scarce natural resources. llis arti­
cle is especially valuable for its relevance to the Indian 
contex t where the obsession with increasing GNP has 
caused havoc to the natural resource base. Econo­
mists and planners of all persuasions wouJd do well 
to re-examine their assumptions ahoul economic 
growth especially when it is created by plundering t h~: 

dwindling natural habitat. 
lncJin io; nne nf the mnny unfnrlunntc co11ntrie~ th:d 

has fnilcd lo halt rhe denuding of its fo1'ests, the coll­
tnminntion of its atmosphere, and the pollu tion of il c; 
rive1S. Our planners hnvc ussumetl that limitless ecu­
nomk gn1wth c'Jn be generated hy mmc productinn 

and intensive cultivation without taking into account 
the depletion of scarce natural resources. For this 
over&ight of our planners, the nation is paying a bit­
ter price io the form of increased desertification of 
cropland and the poisoning of the environment by 
toxic wastes. Conspicuously, India bas {ailed to re­
cycle its refuse and waste matter ignoring all warnings 
to the contrary by ecologists. The result is that re­
source scarcity has begun to affect India's economic 
development. 

1\:uma tll"s article should serve as a stern warning to 
the starry-eyed staff of Yojaoa Bhuvan who draw ~ leas­
ing pictures nf Jndia·s futun:. Tltc tasJ.. (If creating 
wealth is cxpcn~ive and burdensome a11d run~ up 
against the limii::; impo,t.:J b\ nalun.·. 

- Kamal Warlhw:t 
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Profiles of Indian Lib erals 

D. V. Gundappa (1887 .. 1975) 
R. V. Murthy 

ll is one of the unfortunate compulsions o( a large country 
thal some of 1hc most eminent o( our leaders Should l>e 
totally tml..nown in o1her pans. Guodappa, who for more 
than haH a century made Mysore his field, for <~wakening the 
educated and giving a filip to socf::. l awareness, political 
refo m1 und socitt l movements, r~mains a libera l wi th a 
cosmopoli ta n outlook. None among even the distinguish~d 
group of liber<~ls could do the things that he did with an 
a mnzing virtuosity-translations writing songs, poe-ms, plays, 
political pamphlets, biographies, editing newspapers ~nd 

journals authoritatively commenting on the Gita and many 
things besides. 

I 'horoughly wel l-versed in the classics of European libe­
rah~l'l. he was equally Ht home in Indian tradition~ as well. 

To be described by no less a personality than the 
R t. Hoo. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri as "an extraordinary 
man that deserves to be known and met as a person" 
is no small honour. Dr. D . V. Gundappa (D .V.G. as 
was popularly known) deserved that tribute in full 
measure. H e was not merely a journalist, a writer ct 
biographies, a dramatist or an organizer of movements 
and institutions, he was something more; he was till! 

person who saw life in all its entirety. Perhaps 
because of this, he could be such a dispassionate 
observer of human life and express himself so "freely, 
[rankly, fearlessly and disinterestedly" as he always 
did. 

Leader of Kannada Renaissance 

What strikes this writer who had the rare privilege 
or knowing him personaUy and watching him rise to 

eminen ce was his extremely pragmatic views on men 
and matters. In my opinion only a true liberal could 
do so, especially considering that s~me values were 
contrary to those of one's own admirers and genuine 
friends-in this case Dr. M. VisveswarayyaJ Sir Mirza 
Ismail and the Rt. Ron. V. S. Srioivasa Sasuy. 
D.V.G. revered and respected these great men becau~e 
o( their disciplined life and unsullied character. 
D.V.G.'s dispassionate views, expressed frankly and 
fearlessly often landed him in trouble particularly 
when he worked as a journalist. But his good for tu •1c 
lay in the support he received from his erstwhilt' 
c111playcrs likt: Annntha Rao of St•n•oduwt Praua.1·ww 
and M. Srinivasa Syargad of The Moming Standard 
of Mysore. The late Professt1r V. SiUtramaiah. an 
em inent poet :1od writer in his own righl, appro­
priately regarded O.V.G. as "one of the three leaders 

His ideul wus Gokbale and ht• tried to both raLlonaJize and 
~pu·itu:tlize politi~s in h is native Slate and eventually pre· 
pare it for national re.-.ponsibilities. Legislator, Senator or 
the University, tireless Committee and Council member, 
Gundappa w1lb a rare sense of Independence served on all 
these and tried to build up a civic community and was res­
ponsible for raising Kannada to great heights in mailers or 
discussion and debate. H e started the Gokhale Institute o f 
Rublic Affairs m ainly to focus the atLent ion of the public 
on mauers of public interest. 

He was offered a pension by the Government of K arna­
taka which he refused to accept for he did not want to 
forfeit his right to crit ic ize the government. ll was indeed 
most difficut to mnke him accept any state or ·nation:i l award. 

of the renaissance in modern Kanoada literature" . 
He had lbe courage to maintain that as a language 
Kaonada could be cultivated "for better expressive­
ness of the modern spirit and aspirations·•. And he 
had also the decency to demonstrate it by resorting to 
a variety of compositions in old, medieval and modern 
Kannada-and tllis at a time when to use Kanna<ia 
or any otbcr l ndian language was regard<!d as in.jr{l 
dig. D.V.G. could easi!y do just as well in Sanskrit, 
Telugu or English. Though be belonged to the olu 
generation, he was not a fossil as old people tend to 
gradually become. Alert as always-unto the last, he 
could combine the best and the lasting features of 
both the old and the new traditions, especially the 
values enshrined within. His respect for values, regard­
less of whether tl1ese were old o r new, was indeed 
proverbial. To him, truth, dharma and progress sum­
med up culture. 

Fundamentally, D.V.G. was a Y edantin, to quote 
Professor Sitaramiab, again. That is wby probably, in 
all his writings which cover every fact of life,-social, 
religious, political or economic-he was conscious or 
the conceptual background Whkh he b elieved in 
analysing a t Jengrh and in interpreting fully for the 
benefit of his readers. Being a keen student of human 
life and highly conscious of human suffering-he him­
self came fwrn a p0nr family-he cou ld not resist 
the lcmpl.Hiun of rushing into dealing with a. 1111111ber 
of questions concerning 11 u111an life, us pi rations and 
ubj::~.:tivcS . fle Wll~ a voracious reaoer, th:mks 10 lhe 
interest i11 reading incukated in 11 i01 by l wo well­
known teachers ami well-wishers of his younger days, 
the late R. V. Krishnaswamy lyer and Ramadasappa. 
By this time, he had also lllasterl·d l>evero l Sanskrit 
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works and studied in depth the different schools of 
philosophy. In his commentary on the Bhagawad 
Gita, therefc.re he could draw on his learning and 
faithfully record as also attempt a reconciliation r.f 
the different interpretations or the three grea~ 
Acharyas. 

Honours Refused 

lL was D.Y.G.'s good fortune that he came in con­
tacr with some of the wisest people of his days. 
Early in his career as a writer, he met and impressed 
even connoisseurs like N. Narasimhamurthy and M. G. 
Yaradacharya with his thorough grasp of a subject 
and his balanced outlook thereon. lt is not surpris­
ing, therefore, that his account of the life of Ranga­
charin, the first Dewan of Mysore, attracted the atten­
tion and admiration of the great engineer-StiUesman 
of India, Dr. M. Visveswarayya who, When he became 
Dewan of Mysore, invited D.V.G. to take up a res­
ponsible position in government and help him in his 
developmental activities. As was only to be expected, 
D.V.G. declined the invitation and later, a similar 
invitation from another great Dewan of Mysore, Sir 
Mirza Ismail. D.V.G. [eared that by becoming a pan 
ol' the Establishment he might lose the opportunity or 
being able rraukly to criticise the government. In fact 
bis criticisms had already begun to be noticed by 
government and often these proved too bitter a pill for 
the powers that be to swallow easily. However, the true 
liberal that D. Y.G. was, he never failed to Suppo:"t 
any good and constructive move of the government. 

Although a citizen of a prinrelv State and a doughty 
champion of their point of view it may not be known 
to many that the Kann~da term Rashtraka (nation­
alist) owes its origin to D.V.G.. While supporting 
the princely States in their legitimate aspirations and 
demands, he did not lose sight of the fact that h:: 

was an Indian first and a State subject afterwards, In 
this way he was very pragmatic in his approa~h to 
matters of public concern. But to be frank and prac­
tical js not always easy, certainly not in our country 
today. For, more often than not, those who express 
such views are liable to be misunderstood. D.V.G. 
too was o[ten a victim of such misunderstanding. 
However, Ulilike the l\1)-callcu politiciHns of today il 
did not deter him from saying what he fell was righ~ 
and in the best interests or his t.:ountry. He did no! 
mind being in a minority of one. 

Democracy and Discipline 

D.V.G. could pos:-.1bly vLro1d I ~) dli 1l1i s by reaso11 
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of the fact that he was a true democrat in the best 
sense of that term. His commitment to the demo­
cratic ideal was so complete that he could never tole­
rate democratic values being questioned. 1f some­
thing went wrong tn a country wedded to democracy 
his explanation was that there was !>Cmething 
wrong in implementation or in those responsible 
for it. For this reason, perhaps, he laid much stre;-;s 
on discipline. '1The first enemy of a democratic 
system" he would remark " is indiscipline; in the citi­
zen". Discipline, was D.V.G.'s message to his country­
men. He was among the few to assert that citizens 
could exercise their tights only after they had dis­
charged their responsibilities. As everyone knows in 
a democratic State these responsibilities are ~.bared by 
ail. Under the theory of the separation of powers, the 
State exercises democracy by dividing such responsi­
bilities among the legislature, the executive and the 
judiciary. According to D. V .G., the judiciary is by 
far the most important. He always praised an impar­
tial judge. Only those who sought neither power nor 
office could be hnpartial, be used to say and add: 
"A citizen who does not desire a seat ot authority 
can acl Jjke an impartial judge." 

Long before many others, D.V.G. sensed tht: 
dangers to India arising from frenzied passions whip­
ped up by politicians for narrow political ends. H~ 

warned his countrymen of the dangers of trusting 
unscrupulous, vicious and demagogic lypes as unfor­
tunately many of our politicians are today. In his 
most remembered and oft-quoted Kannada classic­
Manku Thimmana Kagga--which brought him the 
National Academy Award (and which be accepted 
only at the repeated insistance of the then President 
of fodia the late Dr. Radhakrishnan) he expressed hi-; 
expectations thus: "Good Jiving in peace and help­
fulness can make each life not only self-sufficient in 
strength to some but. be of use to others." How iar 
removed we are from this goal! 

D.V.G.'s heroes were great liberals like Ookhale 
and Srinivasa Sastri. The deep reverence with which 
he held the former resulteJ not only in that great 
institution-the Gokhale lnstitute of Public Affairs in 
Bangalore hut ulso tn his gifting away the entire purs!! 
thut the t.~fl'cdiunulc p~tlpl~ 0f Kat nataka presented to 

him on hi& 70th birthday. His wus a life that should 
<:crve as :1 beacon to the votmg und continue to inspir:; 
fu ture generations. 

R. Y. Murthy i~ 1111 ct:o11omi~ t and for.ncr cditut' of 
C"'Wtl/11(' /"f' 
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The Lease on Life Expires 
Darius Cooper 

They are n varied band: men and women, old and 
young, rich and poor. They are the inhabitants of 
what is probably the mosl dynamic nation in the 
world. They ttrc the citizens of Hongkong. Also they 
~He under a sentence of death. 

Jn 1997, just twelve years away, these five and a 
half million human beings wil l see their country 
usurped by communist China. The opponents me 
unequal. On the one hand, unarmed men and women 
like you and me; on the other, the guns of the Red 
Army. 

Hongkong was (umil this cloud of doom shaded 
its future) a couotry rich in the most valuable 
resource tbat ••ny economy can command. No, not 
oil, gold, or anything like that; but simply Freedom. 
With its uncontrolled economy, unfettered foreign 
trade and unmanipulatcd currency, Hongkong shot up 
to prominence as an economic machine of unbeliev­
able potential . 

Angels Do Not Mate with Demons 

China, on the other hand, is a nation where even 
toduy thousands die or the atavistic malady of star­
vation! Jt is 1.1 communist State where elementary 
freedoms arc denied its citizens, where deceit, fac­
tionalism, bribery, and the 'aristocracy of puu· have 
full sway. It b llongkong's ami-thesi . . 

Yet, this lltUiubling, rotting carcass of a g!ant seeks 
an alli<mcc w1th the tiny angel o( modern production 
and trade. It cannot be. Angels do not mate with 
demons. 

Over 30% of China's foreign exchange comes from 
Hongkong ~tnd surely the communists look at that 
small country as n juicy morsel. Bul, food cannot 
remain food if it is mixed with poison. And, simi­
larly, under communist control Hongkong will wither 
nnc..l die. Dc:,ptlc uti il:. J>lutc:,latiunll lu tltc contrary, 
China will not leave llongkong to its owtt c..levices. 
If it wnnts to do thnt , it docs nnt have to take ii over 
in the nrll t plm:c. It would recognise that its presence; 
W(lultl mean th:1t nwny buc;inesscs would shut down 
(ac; they nlrcady hnvc) uncJ th:n a free llongkong. is 
in its own interests. Why then docs China want to 

take over Hongkong? Is 11 to be a place for the com­
munist top bureaucracy to invest its private capital? Is 
it just a blind urge to destroy the best symbol of free­
emerprisc cnpitalisrn? One can onJy guess. 

Doomed 

Hongkong is doomed under the Chinese. I t does 
not require a very deep knowledge of history to realize 
that. Consider the strains on the Chinese rulers that 
wiJI force them to control the economy of Hongkong. 
As in any capitalist country businesses are born and 
die. Dut will the communists Jet businesses die, espe­
cially if they have invested their own money in them! 
\\ ith their absurd ideas about economics one can 
imagine how they would try to control the currency, 
delay business crashes, support uneconomical indus­
tries, and generally play havoc with the working of 
the economy. One control will necessitate others. 
The domino effect will come into play with geometrical 
increase in impediments to freedom. Dissent will 
have to be controlled. People wiU have to be jailed 
to keep order. And, one step at a time, Hongkong 
will lupse into a full-fledged communist State. 

Surely any right-thinking human being wiU under­
stand that the people of Hongkong have the right to 
live as a nation without being tied to an agreement 
signed by their grandfathers. Surely, the British policy 
towards Chinn is very different from the stance they 
took on the Falklunds issue. l s it because they know 
they cannot use their [orcc against China? 

No, it is not on a piece of land that the 100-ycnr 
lease ends in 1997; the lease that ends is a lease on 
lives. China, one would imagine, has leased out 5i 
million lives and now demands that they return to 
serfdom and servitude. 

No voice i raised for the victims. 

The tragedy is that around the globe, 7000 milliot• 
people arc watchmg m silence. Is this not a grave 
indictment of the human race? Are we not an acces­
sory to the crime? 

1)11riu ~ t'oo[lcr i'> a student of the rndian Tnstillttc 
or Mnrwgcmcnt. Calcutta 



In Lenin's Mausoleum 

Beneath the red wall, benealh the domes 
golden and gleaming 
on his catafalque in sweet repose, 
as if just dreaming, 
in a glass coffin Lenin lies, 
as though by Death unmarred, 
watching with half-closed eyes 
the soldier who stands on guard. 
Bayonet fixed, be passes long hours 
by Lenin's side, 
inhaling the scent of faded flowers 
while the clock outside 
marks time's swift evolution. 
The red Hag's still tbere 
but where is the revolution­
where? 
The Kremlin wall, red like a field of poppies, 
its teeth bares in ire. 
There Comrade Stalin bas his office, 
but no revolutionary fire. 
Suddenly the silence is shattered 
by the sound of shooting-
at the Lubyanka enemies and traitors 
they're executing. 
Now Lenin seems to awaken. 

Jaroslav Seifert 

He stretches out a hand: 
'Why do l lie here forsaken? 
Tell me that. my friend. 
'When out there in the streets they need me 
I cannot say. 
Don't leave me here to sleep, but lead me 
to join the fray: 
But the soldier shook his head and pressed 
the lid down tight. 
'No, you just lie here quietly and rest. 
Why go and fight? 
·sleep, comrade, and be glad you're here. 
These days it's best to keep 
your nose clean, don't you interfere. 
Good night, go back to sleep.' 
Lenin falls asleep. In his quiet tomb 
the shadows gather in, 
his tranquil face permeated 
with wax and paraffin. 

[Translated by George Theiner 
From Verses on a Wall, 
published in 1937 in 
Prague by Prokop Laichter.] 

Courtesy: lnd~x 011 Ct.nsorsllip 
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Scholarship to the Gulag 
Musa Harun 

A Jordanian Student's Experience of 
Soviet Edu.cation 

M { EXPE!UENCE wilh the Soviet educat;onal system 
began in 1975, when I was gtven a "free'' scholarship 
through the Jordanian Ministry of Education to stuay 
agncutture at a higher institute in Leningrad. 
Altbo.ugh my parents are devout Muslims who regard 
Soviet communism as inherently atheistic and anti­
Lslamic, they nonetheless approved of my st1ady plans 
because they are poor farmers who had no means of 
financing my continued education anywhere else. 

In 1~81, 1 was awarded a master's degree with 
honours from the Academy of Forestry in Leningrad, 
and after the summer vacation, 1 returned to Lenin­
grad to study for my doctorate. During the autumn 
of 1981, some of my Soviet instructors and fellow­
students began urging me to join the Communist 
Party and work for the Communist cause upon my 
return to Jordan. When I resisted, this appeal was 
repeated by certain foreign students, including fellow­
Jordanians. Sometimes they provoked heated poli­
tical debates with me, which us4ally ended with my 
voicing harsh criticism of the Soviet regime. Later, 
some of th~ statements I made during these debates 
were repeated to me by my KGB interrogators. 

Arrested 

When I continued to ignore all urgings to join the 
Communist Party, I found myself selected more often 
to deliver political speeches at gatherings of fore ign 
students-speeches prepared by my Soviet professors 
and handed to me to read aloud, sight unseen. I 
delivered the speeches two or three limes, b ut I 
refused to continue this practice when 1 round the 
texts to contain derogatory comments about Islam, 
the King of Jordan and Jordan's friends and allies. 
At no time during this period, however, did J remotely 
expect that l might be arrested for expressing my 
poljtical views. Rather. by the time that I. finished my 
doctoral dissertation in the early weeks of l984, 1 
fully expected the~t I wou ld receive my dnctoralc in 
three more months, and that we Soviet authorities 
and I would finally part ways. 

It therefore cnmc as a complete 3Jld utter surprise 
to me when l was arrested on February 22nd 1984. 

ln. fact, the manner of the arrest was so skilfully 
contrived that I did nol realise I had actually been 
arrested until almost two days later. As it happened, 
a Soviet official came to my room in the morning 
and, without introducing himself, asked me to accom­
pany him to the visa department for thirty minutes. 
Instead of going to the visa office, however, we 
entered a KGB building at no. 4, Liteinyi Prospekt, 
where the official told me not to be concerned because 
we would only be staying for a few minutes. Here 
several officers questioned me about myself and my 
studies, then the first official took me to another 
buJldirtg nearby. 

Interrogation 

In this second building, I met the man who was to 
be my interrogator for the next two months: K:GB 

Major Vasiliy Vasilyevich Belyayev, a short, power­
fully-built man of about 50 years, with silvery streaks 
in his black hai~ and several stainless steel teeth snow­
ing in his mouth. Belyayev, I was soon to learn, was 
a man who never tired during long interrogation ses­
sions and who never showed anger, impatience or 
human emotion; I think the man did not possess a 
single nerve in his body after spending so many years 
at his gcim occupation, 

We spent the rest of the day in an interminable 
discussion on scientific, religious, philosophical and 
political questions. I was still very naive at this point, 
and I treated the questioning like the intellectual 
debates I bad shared so often with my classmates. 
At the end of the session that evening, I asked the 
major for permission to leave, and he told me to 
wait a few minutes while he made some inquiries. 

When Belyayev returned , he told me that I must 
remain overnight for administrative reasons which 
would be clca1ed up tl1e next morn ang. When 1 
objected, Bclyayev suggested that I go to speak with 
another official. whose office was not far away. I was 
then taken down the road to a place surrounded by 
barbed wire and armed guards and was thrown into 
a tiny cell no more than two and a half metres on 
each side. Tncredibl y, even then I did not believe 
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that 1 had been arrested because I knew J had com­
mined no crime. 

On the second day, a different KGB officer ques­
tioned me in a very friendly manner and assured me 
tb:u he w:1s going to help me. When he finished his 
questioning, he presented me with an official Jetter 
from a Leningrad judge stating that I was "under 
investigation", and asked me to sign jt; 1 did. Then 
my clothes were confiscated, and 1 was taken naked 
to a stinking, unventilated cell, where-hungry, thirsty 
and shivering-! spent u sleepless night in tempera­
tures which went down to minus 10 degrees centi­
grade. 

lobumao Conditions 

On the third day, Major Belyayev returned to 
resume the interrogation, and 1 was given food for 
the first time since my arrest. The major reassured 
me that 1 would be released very soon, but thn·e or 
four days of interrogations passed without any 
changes, except that my clothes were returned to me. 
After nearly a week, I was taken by military car to 
Kresti Prison no. 45/ 1, located at No. 7, Nabirezb­
naya Arscnalnaya. 1 was again thoroughly searched 
and this time given a cell whose dimensions \\ere 
approximately 80 em by 80 em-so small that I could 
not even sit up. I was to stay in this detestable prison 
for eight months under conditions that I did not 
believe could still exist in the twentieth century. There 
1 met a number of other foreign prisoners, including 
two young Finnish tourists and students from Afgha­
nistan, Nigeria, Palestine and Angola. 

After two months at Kresti Prison, Major Belyaye' 
produced a KGB dossier which he said contained evi­
dence that l committed violent assaults m 1981 and 
J 982 against certain Soviet students, including my 
Russian girl friend. 1 vehemently denied this, and 
Belyayev promised to have me out of prison in two 
days. I never saw Major Belyayev again. 

One month after my last meeting with the major, 
a female official named Nadc7hda Batalovna visited 
me and told me that she would be investigating my 
case in place of the major. She repeated many or 
the questions which Relynycv h:-tci ao;kcd. an<1 two 
111unths after her visit l received an oiiicial l~ ttcr 

stating that the date for my trial would be set soon. 
J realised then that I mu' t ucuwnd my ri ghts untk l 
the Soviet Constitution, or I might ncvc:r leave Krl'"'' 
Prison. I wrote a letter to the prison authorities in 
which l demanded to commun1cntc with the Jordanian 
Fmha-;") in ~ foscm\: tn n:un.: :1 Ia\\ yer of nw own 
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chotec; and to send a protest to the United Nations. 
1 he prison warden sent me a reply that J should put 
my letter down the latrine. Next, J began a hunger 
strit...e. On the eleventh day ol my fast, I was taken 
to a vacant room by four armed guards and rendered 
unconst:ious, after which u tube was stuck down my 
throat and liquid food was pumped into my stomach. 
The Soviet authorities have developed powerful means 
to dea l with hunger strikes. 

After spending some five months in prison, 1 was 
visited by a cou rt-appointed lawyer, Stanislav Stcpn­
novich Burlov, who asked the same questions 1 had 
been asked so many times before by the other inter­
rogators. At the end of this questioning, he tried to 
persuade me not to appear in court, and offered to 
help me by smuggling some letters to my friends in 
the USSR and Jordan. I gave him some letters to 
send, but I still insisted on appearing at my own trial. 
The next day the lawyer tore the letters in piece~ 
before my eyes, saying that he did not mail them 
because he feared the KGB might intercept them. 

Courtroom Charade 

On lhe morning of July J l lh, 1984, 1 went on 
trial in a Soviet court. The judge read the charges 
against me, which consisted of an utterly fictitious 
allegation that I had beaten my girl friend and several 
other Soviet nationals whose names I had never heard 
before. 1 denied the charges, and tbe judge asked 
whether I would agree to having the trial p roceed 
without the "victims" being present. When I exclaim­
ed that I did not even know the victims and demanded 
the right to face my accusers in l11e courtroom, the 
judge replietl that the victims il\'ed ne:u the .Black 
Sea and would not be able to travel to Leningrad for 
several months, in which case I would have to remain 
in Kresti Prison. As J was desperate not to remain 
in that terrible place, l agreed to stand trial imme­
diately. When that cynical courtroom charade was 
finally over, the judge sentenced me to six years of 
hard labour. My Ruso;ian girl friend was in the court 
''hen the c;entencc was read; she had not been allowed 
to testify in my defence-now she only sat in the 
gallery :md cried. 

I c;pent annt ht.'r 1wc' nv mth-; in Krc.;ti Pri.;nn hcrore 
I was finnll) transferred tn a hard labour camp in 
the Mortlovian Autonomuus Republic, located several 
llundl l'd 1-. don tcl lc!l !IOlltltca t u[ ~l< l!><.:(l\\ . The spccitll 
t rai 11 111 '' hid1 wt· pn ~nucr'> travelled IOt'l ~ 14 lwurs 
to mat...c a j t1 U1'11 l:) '' hkh a uormal pusscngcr train 
covered in one third th(' time. hccau-;c the trai n stop­
p~d frt'QIIl'nt l} a lOll!-' the \\:I.\' 10 take on additional 
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detainees. I recall how, before departing on our trip, 
each prisoner was given a piece of salted fish lo make 
it easier for the KGB's guard dogs to track us if we 
tried to escape. 

Jn The Gulag 

My new home was to be a KGB "lager" near to 
the dosed military toWHS of Lepley and Polma. l n 
the camps there, I met fellow-prisoners from a wide 
variety of countries, including Arab students from 
Syria, Palestine, South Yemen (Aden) and Jordan. 
While each of their stories is different, 1 am convinced 
that most of them were as innocent of criminal acts 
as I . Much the same can be said [or inmates I met 
who wert! citizens of other countries, including France, 
West Germany, Finland, Bulgaria, Afghanistan, China 
and North Korea. 

Conditions were indescribably harsh iu Mordovia; 
everyone spent long hours cutting stone, grinding glass, 
working with metal and wood, and assembling pre­
fabricated building units which we were told would 
be sent to Siberia. We were fed very Little, and my 
weight, which had been around 80 kg before my arrest, 
dropped to a low point of 62 kg during my initial 
weeks under the camp's striet labour regime. Camp 
discipline was uncompromising, and those who violat­
ed the rules were beaten with plastic truncheons on 
their backs, chests, hands and kidneys; or put into 
narrow isolation cells; or thrown into tubs o( freezing 
water; or forced to carry heavy bags of sand up aml 
down hills to the point of exhaustion; or put inside a 
plastic bag until the prisoner fainted from lack of 
oxygen. Medical care was practically non-existent ; 
nearly every prisoner suffered from rheumatism, diges­
tive disorders, toothaches and other chronic ailments 
caused by the harsh climate, poor nutrition and the 
Jack of adequate sanitary facilities. The possibility of 
escape was absolutely zero. The only serious attempt 
I witnessed during my sojourn in the camps was in 
February 1985, when four Koreans attempted to 
tunnel their way out; 1 shall never forget the sound 
of their screams as they were attacked hy the camp's 
guard dogs. 

Released 

I was released lrorn the prison c:ttnr in Mlwdm ia 
Ollt! yet~ r t~nd four tlays after my arrtst in Leningrad. 
and !lent to a special house for freed prisoners in 
Moscow until my rcpntriation 10 Jordan could he 
nrrnngcd some tlncc wccl-.s later. J firrnly bd ieve th at 

1 owe my release more than anything else to the tire­
less efforls of my family, who learned of my dis­
appearance through other Jordanian students in Lenin­
grad, and mobilised the resources of the Jordanian 
Government to demand my release. Had my govern­
ment not exerted intense and constant diplomatic 
pressure on the Soviet regime to account for my 
whereabouts, I rear that 1 might never havr left the 
Gulag alive. 

II has been three months now since I returned to 
my native country. My health has been improving, 
although not yet restored to normal, and I am greatly 
enjoying my work outdoors producing fruit and grain 
on our family 's farm. Every week, I visit the Jorda­
nian F'oreign Ministry to seek the return of my per­
sonal belongings which were left behind in my room 
at the time of my arrest. Above all, T seek the return 
of my master's degree diploma, my doctoral disserta­
tion aod the papers which I accumulated during more 
than eight years of study in the USSR. Although I 
finished all the required work toward my doctorate 
degree before my arrest, I harbour little. hope that 
the KGB will ever let the Academy of Forestry ack­
nowledge the degrees that I have earned there. For 
under the Soviet system of education, my scholar­
ship-and thus my degree-were granted on the 
implicit condition that l become a willing tool o( the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. When I refus­
ed to betray my native land as the price of an educ-it­
tion, the authorities withdrew my rights to the benefits 
of my Soviet edu~ation. 

Cotmtless times during the long nights of suffering 
l spent jn Kresti Prison and the Mordovian Gulag, 
I wished that J had known in advance the price 1 
would be forcetl to pay for my participation in the 
Soviet educational system. Now that my on.lcal is 
over at Jast, I feel a solemn duty to warn other stu­
dents who may be looking forward eagerly to a "free" 
scholarship to study at a Soviet unjversity, or perhaps 
merely a "free" trip to participate in Moscow's World 
Festival of Youth and Students this July. To tbose 
siudents, T say this: consider the price which I paid , 
and ask if i1 is worth what the Soviet Union has to 
offer. 

c ou rtcs,v: S wis.r f'fc' l'.l' Review 
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If Gorbachev Dares 
lT lS UN LIKELY that Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev's new 
team will dash for fuU economic reforms, bul 98 % 
of their citizens would .enjoy a huge jncrease in real 
income if they did. The modern Soviet Union says it 
bas three times as many scientists and engineers in its 
non-farm workforce as has the United States. lt 
spends I~ times as much of ils nntional income on 
research and development as does Japan. But it some­
how turns 1hese superb inputs into such tiny outputs 
that a Soviet citizen is only one ft.fteenth as likely as an 
American to have a motor car. Tn 1913, Colin Clark 
estimated, imperial Russia had a real product per man­
hour 3! times greater than Japan's. Russia has spent 
its nigh 70 socialist years slipping relatively back­
wards, to may be a quarter of Japan's rate now. What 
has gone wrong? 

The Scope for Making Russians Richer is Immense 
In the late 1950s Khrushchev understandably 

thought that communism could 1'bury" the west be­
cause his central planners were successfully bringing 
young farmworkers into huge projects that produced 
electricity, steel and bulk chemicals at 20 times those 
farmworkers' previous productivity per bead. Today's 
Russia, with the world's largest steel and oil and gas 
industries, has such products running out of its ears; 
but, see our table, it uses each unit of energy three 
times as wastefully as France, each kilo of steel 3~ 

times as wastefully as Britain. These figu.res , and 
some others in this article, are from a scholarly ami 
unpublished paper by a researcher at the Polish Aca­
demy of Sciences. 

Less "plannable resources arc used far more waste­
fully even than energy and steel. Some Comecon 
factories find they have no nails with which to shut 
their packing case~. They react by making inside the 
factory many things and services that western firms 
would subcontract outside at sometimes (say western 
managers) under a tenth of the cost. All of lbese 
unnecessary inputs are then translated into alleged 
dollar value through multiplying their wildly exces­
sive cost by an exchange rate which pretends that 
one rouble is worth more than a dl)llar, one East 
German mark rqun1.:: H n -mnrk Thi<i cnnver<;j (')l) 

(lf'l\clHilll 'i thai the average rast German or even 
central Moscow housewife is richer than the British 
one. When thai Htws[rau or Moscow shopper enter~ 
a ll ritish Sainsbur\'>, she il' surrri.,cd. 

Planners in l'lluntrks like C'7.cchoslovakia trv t(1 

handle Sm rrodttl'h, \\h ich lllC{IIIS that lhe comm:·.u· 
(tl rhe tup. even if it worb n 90-hour week. :1·11 

about 3! seconds a year to arrange the infrastruc­
ture, production and distribution for each. All the 
socialist countries now pass down to the manage­
ments and some workers in each enterprise incen­
tives to increase the volume of production, but-in 
the absence of a market system-cannot curb costs 
or improve quality. How can anybody measure qua­
lity when a tractor going to a Polish private farm 
gels careful enough maintenance to last seven years 
longer than if it goes to a state farm? 

At the beginning of each five years plan, there is 
a wriUen commitment greatly to expand the produc­
tion of tractors and every other working tool, in 
order to replace the ever vaster number of state farms. 
that are acceleratingly breaking down. This is deem­
ed to require a great increase in investment in trac­
tor-m~king factories, and in transport facilities to 
carry tractors about, all ordered at the same moment 
and therefore all running simultaneously into some 
bottleneck that the planners bad not thought of. In 
the middle of most five-year plans there is thus an 
order for investment to slow. 

During the 1976-80 plans, eastern Europe tried to 
avert this slowdown by heavy foreign borrowing. 
This increase in money supply, in economies already 
fully employed, naturally made the familiar bottleneck 
crises worse. Between the mid-1970s and 1984, an 
East German's waiting time for a car increased from 
6-7 years to 11-12 years, a Pole's waiting time for 
low-cmt family housing from 8-12 years to 16-20 
years (i.e. until the children who qualify him for the 
waiting list have left home anyway). 

A leader doesn't have to sell secondhand cars 
Why do these very educated peoples i11 Russia and 

eastern Europe not dash for freer markets, and away 
from this mess? A main answer is the nomenkla­
tura: the system whereby jobholders, including mana-

Inputs misused 

Energy Steel 
weste• weste• 

Rus~ia 1.490 135 
F.. ( oerttlillly 1.15(1 !<R 

( ..:ccho,lo~ ,, "''' 1.2'111 l.l.! 
ll ung.1ry I ,U5X Ill:! 

Hrit.Jtn H2U 38 
W. loCI!lHlllj 5h5 52 
Fi>~f'.:<' 502 4:! 

Swirur .~ thl 3 71 2f> 

• A'i.1M 1•/ t•ltlf IICjllit'tili'lll Ollol 11{ \ l t11'1 11,\('r/ /II fiiOdUCt' 1'1'('/l 

1111 n/l,·grol $ L.OOO II'Qrtft of r:clr• i11 I 979-f{(J 
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gers of enterprises, are picked by a 1ocal communist 
party committee at the appropriate level in tJ1e party 
hierarchy. This has become a system whereby 2% 
of the population gives the top manllgerial and bureau­
cratic jobs to itseH and its cronies, in return for kick­
backs on a Byzantine scale. A Polish newspaper 
reports that only just over haH o[ the consumer dur­
ables in Krakow go through normal distribution 
channels, while 45% go through ··private rationing 
schemes'". Since a new car can be sold secondhand at 
about 2i times its original price, the nomenklatura 
likes Ibis system fine. 

Unlike lhe nomenklatura, the top military men­
including the KGB-Uo not generally live off black 
markets; they get their job satisfaction because the 
budget gives rbem LO% more gnp to spend than they 
would have in any civilised country. The thought 
might one day occur to them (and to the top people 
immediately aroul'ld Mr. Gorbachev) that the nomen­
klatura's opposition to free markets cuts gnp by at 
least two thirds. But little joy should be expected 
from the late Yuri Andropov's idea of economic 
reform (which was to put some black marketeers in 
prison, and continue with the planning nonsense as 
before) or from Hungary's and China's type of partly 
freer markets. 

As our table shows. Hungary bas done well by 

Integrated rural de 

: -
That is . 

where our future lies. 

~Jyofi Ltd. Vadodara 
Sbaplng technologies for a better life- your life. 

communist stantlan.Js, but not by capitalist ones. 
China may be about to give a bad name to partial 
co-operation with capit<lli$t running dogs, because it 
is attempting it while still at the Khrushcbevian stage 
when big projects temponuily seem attractive. 1t is 
getting foreign investors to finance some of these big 
projects, but they will probably withdraw when (like 
the banks lending to the Polands in 1982) they under­
stand that the present system cannot earn China 
enough foreign exchnnge to pay them back. 

TI1e Soviet Union is in a different league. It has 
a much more educated labour Coree than West Ger­
many bad when its economy was totally disrupted by 
black markets and the "cigarette-currency economy" 
in 1 947; it has been longer out of the entrepreneurial 
swim than ex-Nazi Germany had then been, but its 
people need not (eel as cowed. If Mr. Gorbachev did 
an Erhard-type dash for nearly total freedom from 
economic controls, the Soviet Union could have some­
thing like a post-1948 West Oerm~n economic 
miracle. Any such dash for freedom would almost 
certainly involve also a dash for detente, so if Mr. 
Gorbachev recognised this it would be the biggest 
development of our time. The nomenklatura will try 
to ensure he doesn't dare. 

Courtesy: T/le EcOJ!OIIIist. 
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Foreign Press Excerpts 
Private Utilities 

Few would have guessed back 1n 1979 that the sale 
of state-owned industries to the pri\ate sector would 
prove one of the most popular und successful a~ \\ell 
as one of the least chullcng.cd policies of ~Irs. Th:Jt­
chcr's Government. It ha~ ''on such broucl accept­
ance that the process would now he politically hard 
to reverse. That is because the experience of privati­
zation has been so good. 

The mere prospect of huving to face the ~tsciplines 
of the market made a readily di cernible impact on 
management, for instance at Dntish Airways or Jaguar, 
long before they were actually sold out o[ the public 
sector. Once the deed was done, managers revelled 
in the new found flexibility nnd freedom of action, 
valuing their escape alike from the dead hand of 
Whitehall and the transfixing glare of adversarial 
politics. By and large, sales growth has accelerated 
profitability bas risen and the organizations have 
come alive. competing more successfully for custom 
than before. 

Following privatization. this changed atmosphere 
has spread to employees down the line, contributing 
greatly to improved performance. That change has 
been most notabl~; where a large proportion of 
employees have taken a stake in their company. as 
at National Freight or British Telecom. Across the 
board however, and with the exception of the bed­
rock ideologues, the lack of any desire among 
employees for renationalization is striking. 

As a result, criticism o( privatization has increas­
ingly concentrated on peripheral issues: first the scope 
and conduct of stock market issues and now the use 
of privatization to fill holes in Government fioanc~n.g. 

1 he new techniques evolved for the sale of Bnush 
Telecom, show that the City and ministers have finally 
worked out how to encourage and sustain mass share 
ownership of these national assets. 

The Government still has a case to answer on the 
charge that some of the ends of privatization-not­
abl} greater competition- have been subordinated to 
short-term Treasury convenience. That, however. 
should not be allowed 10 fog the thrust of the policy 
01 1hc need 10 pursue n \' nh r~ncwcJ vigour 11111.1 I he 
hcartlunds of the publk !~l!rtor. 

1 rom nnw 1111, tl1c buruen of the move fn)m puhlit 
10 rl ivutc-und t::-.ped.dly tn nwss ~lmre own.:rship-
11llll>l lie in tackling the grcc.11 publu.: utilitks, manj ol 
which arc natural monopolic~ . In theory, puhh~ 
mvnc:rship here had the 11d\ untuge of :u.:count:thilit y 

and sharing any m1.mopoly profits communally. E~pe­
ricncc, however. has shown that the benefits o[ pnva­
t1zallon are so important in their own right-intro­
ducing competition for finance if not for custom-as 
to resolve doubts over transferring utilities to the pri­
vate sector. Experience has also devalued the theo­
retical benelit:; of public ownership. In British Tele­
com's case the introduction of competition, however 
nugatory i~ some nrcas, unci of the regulatory licence 
policed by Oftel, however weak, ma~e an a~vance 
on any consumer protection offered 1n practlce by 
public accountability. . 

Treasury ministers searching for alternative revenue 
have often proved the worst monopolists of all. So 
11 IS reasonable to conclude, with Mr. Moore, that 
regulated private ownership is preferable to nationa­
lization if not. as he would have it, that state owner­
ship is "never the preferred alternative·•. Even iu a 
loss-making industry such as the railways, a pr~v~te 
company or companies bidding for open subs1d1cs 
would be an improvement. 

That is not to say that the Government has yet 
developed adequate regimes for privatizing utilit ies. 
The scope for competition has not yet been exhausted. 
It was ridiculous to add to the natural monopoly of 
British Gas with controJs on landing and export of 
Nonh Sea gas, or to create an artificial monopoly by 
keeping all three London airports in a privatized Bri­
tish Airports Authority. The regulatory regime for 
British Telecom is inadequate and needs to be sup­
plemented with public hearings on the American pal­
tern in future cases. Where, even small. regional parts 
nf monopolies can readily be split off without sub­
stantial economic damage, that would be useful for 
control and comparison. And the Gov-ernment should 
avoid freezing monopoly structures in concrete in the 
t!rms of sale to new shareholders. 

Jt ~hould also be possible, in some cases, to identify 
an essential monopoly element and treat this diffe­
rently from the rc t of a business. Such issues will 
come particularly to the fore when privatization of 
electricity is considered. 

Mini ten; :.hould alsn pay more allention. parti 
cu larlv in the coal inclu.;trv ,., the cmrlnyee huy-nu 
~;~">lcm us~:d al l:llional Freight, "hich is so oflc11 

l~cld up as nn example hul hus not been u~ed as a 
nwtld. 

It i-. e ll l'Clllr~' ging that Trca!'ury 111ini ~te rs <Jr~ now 
cnmin!! tu graps with thc~c io;sucs. They have mon! 

'' nr~ to do bdor~ they h:l\'c resolved them. 
Coune y: Tlu• Tima. London 
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India and Afghanistan 

Since he succeeded his mother, the Jndian Prime 
Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, has visited both the 
Soviet Union and the United States. lt is perhaps fit­
ting in the Indian context that he visited Moscow 
first , for traditionally India's relationship with the 
Soviet Union has been closer than that with the 
United States. This is accepted in Washington, and 
the Soviet allinncc threw no shadow over Mr. Gandhi's 
visit to the United States. The American President 
was indeed well content to compare lhc Indian Prime 
Minister's political position with his own: they arc 
the leaders of the two biggest democracies in the 
world, and there is therefore a certain fundamental 
similarity in the problems which race them. 

These factors 1-urely give Mr. Cinndhi the indepen­
dence of v1ew and the posiLion to play a special role 
in bringing freedom to Afghanistan. As n Soviet ally, 
he has taken great care not to cause offence. and 
every Indian utterance with regard to the Afghan 
problem has shown remarkable circumspection. From 
a democratic leader, this could be taken ill, since for 
most democrats the Soviet position in Afghanistan is 
simply the crassest denial of democracy. But if the 
Indian middle-of-the-road position can he used to 
bring freedom to Afghanistan without the Soviets 
losing face, then it could be worth whiJc in the end. 
It can hardly hav\! any other justification. 

lndia's position with regard to Afghanistan has 
been compared with that of the United States towards 
the Middle East. In the latter case, America is the 
only country which can deal with both sides in the 
basic conflict, but because of what has happened in 
the past it is most reluctant to do so. As far us 
Afghanistan is concerned, India has not yet tried a 
peacekeeping role, yet Mr. Gandhi must know well 
that this is in the long run the most serious problem 
facing the sub-continent in which he is the most 
important national leader. If an equitable answer i 
not given to the national aspirations of the Afghan 
people, there is little dollbt that the situmiun will 
one day lead tn a wider war. 

( h:lllOll ,tq 1 ""' ,, \ l,tl, iu ~~ hkl1 JI ~ UJII, ;, , I Irk.: .lr.:c·l' 
UnJ,•r dcmllll a C)' rndilidtt;tl lth~rl} uf npinton nnJ ;t.:Ltotl ' ' 
Jl'ulou~l) gu;lllku. 

~I \II\ r ,\ 11\ (i,\NDJII 

~doni 
J I I 

An Embarrassing Gue t 

We have leatnt of a recent SovieL gaffe with the 
Jndians, which has caused much embarrassment. On 
27 April the Soviet Embassy in New Delhi gave a 
lunch for leading Indians ns a run-up to VE Day 
Anniversary celebrations. The original guest list had 
included the Indian Foreign Minister, the Minister of 
Defence and most of their senior advisers. AJI 
declined to attend and in the event the most impor­
tant Indian guest was a Professor from the JawaharlaJ 
Nehru University. Arter lunch the Soviet Ambassador, 
Rykov, rose to his feet and gave a long speech, on 
predictable lines, about how the Soviet Unicn crushed 
the Nazis 3lld won World War JT. He sat down to 
thunderous applause and the Guest of Honour rose 
to reply. He declared that he simply could not accept 
what Rykov had l>aid , which was offensive to him 
personally and to Indians generally. The Soviet Union 
may have had a part in beating the Nazis, but so had 
the Jndians and indeed the Western Allies. But 
perhaps, even more important, the Indians had fought 
a long and bitter war here in the Far East against an 
equally tOugh enemy. (The clear implication was 
that not a si ngle Soviet soldier had been involved at 
the time.) He sat down to stunned silence. 

Although the press were present, not a word 
appeared in the pupcrs the following day. Nor has 
<tnything since. 

Councsy : Counterpo/111 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

J~OIA UNDER PRESSU~Prospects for Poli· 
tical Stabili~· b) Robert L. Hardgra,•e, Jr.; Wesh•iew 
Press/ Boulder and London; 1984; Pj). 214. 

In his 'acknowledgement' Prof. Robert Hardgra\'C 
reveals that the research upon which his book was 
based "was supported under contract by the UniteJ 
States Department of State." Prof. Hardgrave goc$ 
on to affirm that "views or Cllnclusions contained in 
this study should not be interpreted as representing 
the official opinion or policy of the Depa rtment uf 
State." 

Professor Hardgrave, who teaches at the University 
or Texas in Austin, was a victim of a Communist-led 
campaign for daring to write this book in June 1984 
(four months before Mrs. Gandhi 's assassination) in 
which he had the effrontery to discuss the possible 
future of India after Mrs. Indira Gandhi ceased to be 
Prime Minister. Even Mr. Rajiv Gandh1 , who was 
badly briefed, replied to a question in the l ok Sabho1 
last January and described Professor Hardgraw·s 
report as "abhorrent .'' 

One would have thought from all this hysteria that 
was evoked, that Professor Hardgrave must ha-.e. 
made some alarming prognostications about the chao­
tic futuJe o[ Lhis country without Mrs. Gandhi's ple­
sence at the helm. 

r have had an opportunity to read the book. Ima· 
gine my surprise to learn f rom it that Profer.sor Hard­
grave in fact made two predictions in Ma1ch 1984-, 
both of which J1ave now proved right. The first was 
that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi would succeed Mrs. Gandhi 
as Prime Minister in a smooth manner and the second 
that JJ1dia was due for a period of politic~1l stability 
under its new government. Prof. Hardgrave's accu­
rate scenario cannot be faulted. Let me quote what 
he has to say: 

"Uolike Lhe ~rlier successions, where there were a 
number of potential contenders of national stature and 
visibili ty, there are today [ew obvious candidates 
beyond Rajiv. Mrs. Gandhi, far more than her f::tthe r, 
has been the banyan tree under which nothing 
grows. . . . In the grief-and political panic-that will 
follow upon Mrs. Gnndhi'.s death, the tnitial reaction 
nr Congress 1 Jlc:; i<> li~d~ h' b-. '" ,,,!!) 1,-.:lli m.i 
R.tjiv. " the llliTIOJ:.!.Ik rm ht'l 1\luthl'r, Raji\. 
in dytW~lic succe:-..,ion, W(luld ptovidt· ~:nntintllty in 
lc;tdw;hip. 1\l a time ol unca~~ that follow ... the lc'>s 
or u k atlcr, the ~clcdion or R&qiv HS PJ int~ Mi nister 
''nukl resrond In ~:oth:~rn lnr n:uflmal uni ty ;tnd poli­
tknl stnhilit)-th~ ptobahle Cnll!!fl''>!- party theme<: for 
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the election campaign. Moreover. in elections follow­
ing relatively soon after the death o[ Mrs. Gandhi, 
Rajiv would inevitably dra" a sympathy vote from a 
nation in mourning. . . . P resident Zail Sin&h-hand­
picked by Mrs Gandhi and beholden to the Nehru 
family-coultl invite Rajiv to form u Government. 
There would surely be an outcry against the violation 
of parliament:.try convention but, given the nod. Raj iv 
would have little difficulty, at least initiaJJy, in slis­
taining a majority in the Lok Sabha." 

A li ttle later in the book, Professor Hardgrave goes 
on to say: "Whatever its mode or circumstance, the 
succession- if it is to occur in the next five years­
will likely be conducted with order, posing no thrt:at 
to the stability of either the Government or the con­
stitutional order.'' 

Regarding the mendacious Communist 'disinforma­
tion' emanating from Moscow and spewed out by it.> 
stooges in this country. Professor Hardgrave has point­
ed out that •1 copy of the "tudy was, as a matter of 
courtesy, given to the fndian Emhassy in Washington 
for the in formation of the Government of India. 

As it happens, I have known Professor Hard­
grave. He wns good enough, along with Mr. Raja Rao, 
the Indian writer, to invite me some years ago to give 
three lectures on Mahatma Gandhi at the University 
of Texas. 1 had the pleasure of being a guest in his 
own home in the countryside outside Austin and 
enjoyed his hospuality. He in turn stayed a night or 
two with me when he was later in Bombay. I wns 
one among muny people whom he met in Delhi1 Bom­
bay and elsewhere, who held vnrying points of view 
in the course of research. Professor Hardgrave has 
been a friend of India and a.n admirer of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

I wonJc r II l.'opic~ of the book arc avnilable in 
India? T received my own copy from Professor Hard­
grave in rcspon c to my request. Far (rom denigrat­
ing Profesc;or Hnrdgrave's research, an intelligent Gov­
ernment in Delh i would encourage an Indian publisher 
to buy the Jndian rights and bring out an Indian edi­
tion o[ the book. Obviously, we still have to learn to 
di.;tinguish who arc our friends ond ou r enemies. 

-Minoo Masa11i 

OOW I\IFLODY L \ NE l1~ C. ' .. }fl\hi; Ori~ul 

l .unj!man.,; 11p. 168: R~ . 60. 

IllS t\ 1 /\~ I ER'S VOICF b a hou,dH'ld na11H: i11 
lhousanus nr Ind ian homes and it hot '\ b~CJI a S)lllOUl 

nf l'\!CCi fc:ll~e ill pnhlttCiion illld liJdit} in l~Wtdit:;. 

The ") mhnl i' belter ~ntm n I han I he \ompanv, tit ~ 
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Gramaphone Company of lndia. The history of r\!­
cording beg<U1 at the beginning of the present ceonuy 
when u subsidiary of an internationally known British 
concern was established in Calcutta around about 
.1903. For some inscrutable reason it was called the 
Gramaphonc and Typewriter Company, the two pro­
ducts having little in common except ,t potential 
market for both. By 1909 however the company 
ceased to deal with typewriters and devoted itself 
entirely to the gramaphone. Branches were opened itt 
D<'lhi, Bombay and Madras and in the foUowing 
decades it established a near monopoly in the Indjan 
subcontinent; with all fhe evils associated with such 
monopolies. When the history of recording comes t•) 
be written in detail the Gramaphone Company of 
India will undoubtedly be its hero, but not without 
~orne serious blemishes of character. The Company 
was ruthless in capturing the market often employing 
dubious methods and it succeeded despite the fact that 
its recorrung equipment was obsolete. 

G. N. Joshi the widely known musician of Maha­
rashtra joined the Company in 1938 and was its chief 
recordist for many years. lo the course of his work 
Mr. Joshi came into contact with a wide variety o( 
people in the world o( music--famous singers like 
Bade Gulam Ali Khan, Allaudin Khan, Begum Akh­
tar, Pt~nnalal Ghosh, Vilayat Khan, Ravi Shankar to 
name a few; well-known composers of film music, 
Nuushad and C. R amchandra, famous singt:rs of 
yester-years like K. L. Saigal and Khurshid and roynl 
patrons of music not to mention politiciar\S like 
Morarji Desai, ~11 formed Joshi's varied clientele. 

Down Melody L(lne is a thoroughly enjoyable re­
cord of how Joshi was able to get the famous artis~es 
to record for HMV. This book is rich in anecdote:, 
which reveal Jess known sides of the famous singers. 
Joshi is a shrewd observer of human nature, he 
not i~.:ed 1he strengths aod weaknesses, the foibles and 
peculiarities o[ the persons he had to deal with. H"e is 
a subtle-souled psychologist. In 1951-52 when the 
Government of Bombay embarked upon its policy of 
Prohibition, Joshi saw in it a golden opportunity t·) 
get business for the Company. It was suggested to 
Morarji Desai that if his voice along with that of many 
others were recorded and his speeches playetl to mas­
'iC« ( ) f people it WOUld give il high pll~h 10 IJK' govern­
ment'S policy. M11rarjihhai quickly sci1.ed !h(; iJt·a and 
a recording appointment was Ji.xcd. One ufternm'l\1 
Montrji walked into tbe studios o( HM V on the stwke 
of the appointed hour asking ministerially whether 
everything was kept ready. When jt was suggestt:d 
that Morarji could have l1is voice tested he was irritat­
ed at the thought and sternly brushed it aside . Meekly 

the Chief Minister's speech was recorded) punctuated 
by frequent clearing of the throat. When it was playeu 
back Moi;arji was angry. Joshi calmed him down say· 
ing that he must have had a bard day's work and must 
be sufiering from cold nnd 1hat there could be a re 
cording some other day. Il worked like magic and on 
the second appointmen~ Morarji himself suggested a 
testing of his voice be[ore the final record~ng! 

I leave it to the reader to read similar anecdotes 
about tlle great sLngers. And there are· anecdetes ilS 

well that help us take a peep into the palaces o1 
native States. One young Yuvaraja in Rajputana who 
had invited Josbi to give <1 performance came disguised 
to the station lo receive him ru1d acted as a chauffeur. 
The same Yuvaraja acted as a cycle-r.ikshawaflal~ in 
Baroda and accompanied him to the - house of -a 
musician there. 

An earlier version of the book in Marathi was im­
mensely popular and the English version will enable 
a much wider t·eadership. Joshi writes with great ease 
and felicity of expression and holds rhe readers' inte­
rest. It is a book that will be welcomed by all those 
who look nostalgically a t the evolution of classica.l and 
pcpular music in the past few decades. 

-Rajalakshmi Aiyar 

STATUS AND POSITION OF WOMEN IN INDIA 
by Kiran Devendra; Vikas; pp. 186; Rs. 95. 

The Indian Constitution pledges e.quality of status 
and opportunity, justice and dignity of the individual 
to men and women alike. Sttll, an Indian woman 
cannot free herself from age-old traditions, con­
ventions and complexes. Arter l ndependence, some 
attempts have been made to study the position and 
problems of the Tndian women. Since the 1970's 
there has been a steady growth in research activity 
pertaining to women's status. The Report of the 
Committee on the Status of Women was the first 
major attempt to study the existing data on social, 
economic and political aspects of women's position in 
Jndia. After that, research gained momentum, and 
some serious researchers sta rted wor'king in this new 
discipline. So far as the legal aspect of women's 
problems in Tndia is concerned , not mnny <>tuclies have 
been done. Tbe Government has passed some pro­
gressive laws to revolutionist! the status nf women 
bul how far these laws lwvc brought Lhe desireJ 
t'hange remains a perplexing question. The work 
under review is u modest attempt w an::-.wcr this ques­

tion. 
Jt review~ the l:tws p:"lssed by the Government of 
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lncltu to improve the status of the women. specially 
of the Hindu women, till 1975. So rar ns the pro­
tection of economic rights of women is concerned, the 
author finds that in spite of the passing or the Fac­
tories Act, and Materni ty Benefits Act, the conditions 
of work for the lndian woman are pitiable. She s1ill 
faces sex discrimination at work. Protective laws do 
not benefit her due to loopholes, and the working 
woman continues to carry a double load of work­
at home and in her office. The author convincingly 
argues that women's employment trends indicate. that 
major forces affecting women's employment stem from 
structural changes within the economy as a whole and 
from the intensification of socio-economic inequali­
ties; and as women are a vulnerable group with fewer 
opportunities, they have been affected more adversely 
than men. 

So far as the Hindu women's rights relating t.. 

marriage and property are concerned, the author 
explains the various relevant laws such as the Hindu 
Marriage Act, 1955, the Hindu Succession Act, 1956, 
and the Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, J956. 
Sne discusses the Hindu Code Bill- its provisions, 
criticisms and social repercussions, and points out 
the ineffectiveness of the Dowry Prohibition Act 
and misuse of the Medical Tem1inat ion of Pregnancy 
Act, She rightly observes that women'~ rules, righL'i 
and norms of behaviour arc still greatly inOuenced by 
cultural factors like family, kinship groups, religious 
tradi tions and caste hierarchy. She is sensible enough 
to realise that legislation in itself cannot achieve 
results unless it is supported by socio-economic chan­
ges. an awareness of rights and responsibilities, 
effective legal implementation and follow-up machi­
nery. While emphasizing a change in social auitude, 
Lbe author brings to light some inatlcquucies in the 
existing laws; she state~. for exu mple that the laws of 
inheritance would be more helpful to women if they 
are made coparceners. 

The book also reviews some legislation for social 
welfa re, and contains useful information in the 
Appendices, e.g. Appendix II reveals the changes 
brought by the partition in the lives of women. untl 
Appendix Ill uncovers Dr. Rajcndra Prasad's views 
on 1he Hindu Code Hill. 

Though the Tndi<ln woman has been oppre~c;cd by 
conventions and supprec;scd in a male-Jominuted 
socjctv. it i-. difficult to og.ree \\i tb the author's ob er­
vatio~ that "even in the fr~cdom struggle men brought 
women out 10 fight with the unspoken dictum of ' thus 
fa r and no l'urthcr' ". PuJ'licip:ttion of wonH.:n in lilt: 
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freedom movement marked the beginning of a new 
era tor Jnc.Jian women. In rmcd by Gandhiji, women 
proved to be able and disciplined soldiers with an 
independent mind engaged in the fight for freedom. 

The work unllcr review would have gained in 
authenticity if the conclusions were substantiated with 
some cases and judgemenl'i. Tn-depth study of some 
laws would have thrown better light on the legal dis­
abilities of women. Also. it would have been more 
relevant if U1e period under review was extended upto 
1985 instead of stopping at 1975, as many such laws 
as the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 and the Dowry 
Prohibition (Amendment ) Act. 1984, were passed 
during the past decade. 

-Usha ThukkaJ 

THE CHAMCilA AGE-An Era or the Stooges 
by Kan hi Rnm; published by the author; pp. 134: 
Rs. HI. 

My friend Kanshi Ram, President or the Backwanl 
and other Minorities Classes Employees' Federation 
(BAMC'EF) has written <In angry book with the 
rather fascinating title or Tire Clzamclw Age. Cham­
cha. as Kanshi Ram explains i an "indigenous wol'd 
used £or a person who cannot operate on his own.'' 
ln the book he uses the word synonymously with 
"stooge·•, '·agent'' or ·•tool". Essentially he directs 
his ire at those members uf the backward commu­
nities who have chosen to cas1 their lot, whatever be 
the reason, wilh Caste Hindus. Sul'h per ous are 
described :JS hcing tools or Clwmclw'i uf the Hindus. 

The nuthor points out thnt the clas<; of Chamchas 
was a direct result of the Poonn £>act which itsel( was 
forced on Dr. B. R. Ambedkar by Gandhiji who 
went on a Fast unto death to force the British to with­
draw their support to Ambedkar's campaign for 
separate elect0rates for the Depressed Classes, the 
Untouchables or Harijans as Gandhiji called them. 
About 1he Fa t ttscll· Ambedkar had this to say: 
'Tht n: \\..l'· ;willing tll'hh• in thC' f7n-:t lt was 

a rout .111d lil1t.y ~•l"l . I he r nst wus not fnr tho.! 
bene til of the Untc.lllchables. ll was again!>! them 
antl was the wm:-t lonn 11f l't)erdon against help­
less people to l!,ivc lll' the c0n-.1itutional safe­
guards . ami .t!.!rcc 1t1 lh•c on the mere)' of the 
Hinc.Jus. . . . lim\ ~'·"' 1hc l 1nh,uchahle regard such 
:1 m : tll :t., lm\lC).l a11d "inCCll.''?'' ( JI'Jwt Cwrgrt'I'S and 
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Gandhi has done to the Untoucfwbles?-B, R 
Ambedkar, 1945), 

Dr. Ambedkar wanted that Untouchables have their 
own candid(ltes elected by their own people. In his 
letter to Ramsay Macdonald, the then British Prime 
Minister, GandlJiji expl~tined why he opposed separa<e 
electorates for the Depressed Classes: •·without argu~ 
ing, 1 affirm that for me this matter is one of pure 
religion. . . . In the establishment of sepa rme electo· 
rates for all the Depressed Classes, 1 sense the 
injection of poison that is calculated to destroy Hindu­
ism and do no good whatever to the Depressed 
Classes." 

Kanshi Ram is a sincere person and, whether one 
agrees witl1 him or not, he deserves to be heard 
which is not something you can say about many 
members of his class who serve as show pieces of both 
the ruling and opposition parties. 

Recommended reading for serious students of the 
subject. Copies can be obtained from Mr. Kanshi 
Ram, 5323, Hardhian Singb Road, Karol B<1gh, New 
Delhi 110 005. 

- S. V. Ra.iu 

In Brief . .. 

JNDJA: THE SIEGE WTTHJN: Challenges to a 
Nation's Unity ·by .M. J. Akbar; Penguin; 1985; Pp. 
325; Rs. 46.60. 

WIDELY praised as a reliable tract on modem poli­
tical history, Akbar's book examines three of the most 
momentous crises of post-Independence India: the 
Partition, the Kashmir question and the Punjab prob­
lem. Though not everyone will agree with all of 
Akbar"s conclusions, the book is painstakingly written 
and quite informative. 

A R IDGE'S MISCELLANY (Fourth Series) by M. 
ll id)·ah•llah; Tripathi: 19R4; PJl. I 67~ Rs. 65. 

T HIS highly-readable volume is un un thnlngy of 
Hicl:lyaLull;lll 'S $flCct+cs <-t nt! writin ~~~ bctwt:t'n 1n I, 
and 1984-a period during which he he.ld the ollice 
of Vice- PresiJcni of lndin. The topit.:s covered inducle 
law. CUllcation. art, economics, public ad ministration 
and literntut·('. 

LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF 
fNDIA, VoJs. 1 & 2 b)• M. Rama Jois1 Triparhi; 1984; 
Pp. 723 & 388; Rs. 32.50 &: Rs. 21. 

RAMA Jois, a Judge of the Karnataka High Court, 
has attemplt.:d to put together a representative collec­
tion of material on ancient and modern legal, judicial 
and constitutional systems and, what is more, made 
it available tO the interested reader a t an unbelievably 
low price. The work covers a wide area, inc1uding 
the concept of dharma, substantive civil laws, rules of 
interpretation, the place and role of the judiciary from 
the earliest times to the present, aod so on. The sec­
tion on contemporary constitutional developments is, 
unfortunately, rather too cursory, but that does not 
detract from the essential usefulness of the work. 

COMPARATIVE CONSTl'JlUTlONAL LAW hy 
' Du.rga Das Basu; Prentice-HaJJ of India; 1984; Pp. 

528; Rs. 150. 

F IRST in an ambitious series of ten volumes on com­
parative constitutional jurisprudence, this book by 
Basu is disappointing. Though it purports to deal 
''critira!ly with burni ng topics like doctrine<> of 'basic 
features', ·political questions', 'separation of powers', 
'rule of law', 'natural justice' , 'due process', ' right to 
lturnan dignity and privacy', 'constitutionality of capi­
tal punishment', etc:•, the treatment is woefully super­
ficial and uninspiring. 

POWER, PASSIONS AND PURPOSE: Prospects 
£or North-South Negotiations ed. by Jagdish N. 
Bhagwati and John G. Ruggie; The MIT Press; l984; 
Pp. 338; Price not stated. 

·'THE volatility of tbe perceptions of power configu­
rations and the complexity of the interaction among 
these perceptions and negotiating positions and pro­
cesses have contributed to the malaise that <~ffiicts the 
current state or the North-South dialogue," argues 
Jagdish Bhagwati in this voluml!, which is ;' product 
of the lnternational Conference on Global egotia­
liun~ h~·Jd in i\cw Ddhi in I C)!)3 . fl lt'ILI\k J i ll tltL 
'ulumc are :.1 dozen substanti al essay~ whit:h seck to 
e11plon.' ··new direction~ in the Nnrt h-Snulh negt1tia­
l ions•·. 



PLANNED ACTION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Thirty-eight years ago India threw off the yoke of bondage and breathed free, A glorious, e~larating 
moment in our history, remembered this day, every year. We have reached impressive heights in almost 
every sphere of achievement. But the staggering problems of poverty, illiteracy and unemployment 
have yet to be overcome. 

To be totally meaningful, the benefits that independence have brought us must r each the weaker sections 
of society in every possible way. Keeping this in mind the Government of Karnataka has 1auncheci a 
variety of schemes. 

e Provision of drinking water to villages 

e Integrated child development 

e Pension to widows 

e Financial assistance through the Anthyodaya sch.!tne to selected poor families from every village 

e Maternity allowance to women agricultural labourers 

e Free legal aid for the poor 

e Free text books for children 

And now the Government of Karnataka offers three more schemes. With special benefits to the needy. 

'TliALl BHA<::;YA' SCHEME 

This scheme l1as been introduced to help young men and women from poor families to get married with 
minimum expenditure. 

Under the scheme couples receive: 

e A thali/ mangalsutra of 1 gm 22 carat gold. In weddings where a thali is not used Hs. 200/ - in 
National Savings Certificates is given 

e Two dhotis worth Rs. 50/-

• Two sarees and two blouse pieces worth Rs. 100/ -

SUBSIDISED CLOTHING SCHEME 

This scheme, to be implemented from 2nd October 1985, helps men and women living below the poverty 
line to purchase clothing at subsidised rates. 

e Women arc given two sarees and two blouse pieces for Rs. 25/ ­

e Men are given two dhotis and one piece shirting for Rs. 25/-

• These will be given once a period of one year in two instalments. 

FREE UNIFORJ.\'IS SCHEME 

This scheme is to be launched on lst November 1985, Rajyothsava Day. 

e All children studying in the 1 and II Stds. in Govemmenl schools, and 

e All SC/ ST girls studying in Stds. l-VU in Government schools will recl!iV<! two sets of uni!ol'tns 
Cree of cost 

A IOtill of 21 ,&1,000 children will be benelicinrit'rl o( 1 hi• oc•hr'll~ f'he (i nv~'l't11)1 Cin ! l'f K 11rna1aka i~ 
tn<1king concerted efforts [OI' the upliftmcnt or the wPakct· sections of th"' society. Through a planned acrion 
programme aimed at creating a better life for them. So that. they too, can join the march IO\vards pro­
srwrify anct progress 

K\RNAT;\KA lNFORMATIO~ 



Leslie Sawhny Centre 
83, Rest Camp Road, Deolali 

T HERE's o quiet place. set in the heights of Deololi Amidst lush green hrlls and 
, blooming rose gardens is the Leslie Sowhny Centre. 

The bracing climate of Deololi and the worm-hearted hospitality of the Training Centre 
ore o happy combination. p romoting o sense of well-being and enthusiasm. 

Many courses ore conducted here from time to time by the Leslie Sowhny Programme 
of Training for Democracy. o non-partisan educational organisation, named after the 
late Col. Leslie Sowhny which aims at the training or citizens In constructive citizenship 
and leadership. 

Now. the Training Centre, with all its residential and other amenities, is being made 
available to commercial and other organisations Which need a suitable venue. at very 
reasonable rates. for their own programmes such as seminars, conferences. group 
discussions and training courses. 

The Training Centre Is well p lanned and equipped with the latest available audio visual 
facilities, conference room. library. indoor games, television. etc. 

Deololl is most easily and conveniently accessible tram Bombay by roil and road. 

For enquiries and further details please write to; 

The Executive Secretary 
Leslie Sowhny Programme 
Army & Navy Building, 3rd floor 
148 Mahatma Gandhi Road 
Bombay 400 023 

FREEDOM FIRST FOUNDATION 
Freedom. with social responsibility and the rule of law, is the foundation of civilisation and a 
precondition for social and cultural progress. Few people however. have on adequate Ideo 
and understanding of the meaning and value of freedom and its implication on day-to-day 
life. Generally. freedom Is taken to mean merely the absence of restrictions of whatever one 
wishes to hove or do. It is doubtful whether freedom as o basic value has become a port of 
our cultural ethos. 

There Is urgent need to promote the acceptance of the values of freedom and dignity of 
the individual among our people and specially among the young. The only hope lies in the 
efforts of voluntary organisations specifically dedicated to the promotion of these values. A 
long-tenn programme of sound popular education in the meaning, implica~ons and respon­
sibilities of freedom in all its aspevts is necessary. 

These considerations, and the desire to make efforts in that direction. have prompted the 
establishment of the Freedom First Foundation as a non-partisan, educational. charitable 
Trust for the promotion of these values and ideals. The Foundation will organise lectures, semi­
nars, study classes. and other educative and cultural activities, and will publish and/or sub­
sidise the publication of periodicals, books and pamphlets. for the promotion of these aims 
and objectives. 

We appeal to all those who ore comm11ted to treedorn. democracy onJ on upen sociely 
to support the Foundation by sending donations and contributions to the corpus of the Foun­
dation, 

The Foundation has been registered under the Public Trusl Act and donaiK)nS of Rs. 250 and 
above are exempt from tax under Section 80 G[1) of the Income tax Act. 1961. 

Cheques should be mode payable to the Freedom First Foundation, 127, Mahatma Gan­
dhi Road. Bombay 400 023. and earmarked for its corpus. 
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Nachiketa Publications Limited 
5 Kasturi Buildings, J. Tata Road, 

Bombay 400 020. 

A STATESMAN ENTERPRISE 

Books for all bookshelves and budgets: 

Bihar Shows the Way 

D. M. K. in Power 

Education in the Fourth Plan 

Gandhi and the American Scene 

Glimpses of Old Calcutta 

German Scholars On India-Vol. D 

Indira's India: A Political· Notebook 

The Career Of the Secondary School Teacher 
in Poona 

Under the Indian Sky 

Writings and Speeches Of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 

What Price A Free Press? 

Also available from: 

by S. K. Datta-Ray 

by P . Spratt 

by J.P. Naik 

by C. Seshachari 

by R. R. Chowdhury 

by S. Nihal Singh 

by P. Kale 

by A. Chanda 

by S. Mohammad 

ed. V. V. John and A. B. Shah 

THE STATESMAN LIMITED 

Statesman House, 
Connaught Circus, 
New Delhi 110 001 

Fagun Mansion 
26 Conunander-In-Chie{ Rd. 
Madras 600 105 

Statesman House, 
Chowringbee Square, 
Calcutta 700 001 

Rs. 

10/ -

6/ -

6/-

6/-

33/ -

30/ -

12/ -

9/ -

6/ -

12/ -

4/-
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